
di, 58, of PS 176; John Casciato, 50,
of PS 112; Arthur Miller, 50, of IS
220; and Victor Sands, 57, of IS 220. 

“All the principals or assistant prin-
cipals responsible for writing up my
clients are all Grippo appointees.
Each and every one of my clients was
forced out or is in the process of be-
ing forced out, and each and every
one has been replaced by someone
significantly younger,” Turco said.

Turco said his clients have either
been fired, have not been asked back
to renew their teaching contract, or
have been forced into retirement. And
a younger educator, he added, has re-
placed all of them, sometimes straight
out of college.

The case, he added, comes with
compelling arguments.

“One of my teachers, while her
charges were pending, was sent to
work in the district office,” Turco
said. “When she asked what she
should do with all the resumes com-
ing in, a secretary in Grippo’s office
said, ‘For all we care, you can shred
all the resumes of people over 40.’”

Turco said, “If the jury believes
[the alleged statement], it might be
the most significant piece of evidence
we have.”

Other testimony includes an allega-
tion made by Kessler that she heard
Grippo tell a young student teacher at

By Patrick Gallahue
The Brooklyn Papers

The resignation and guilty plea of
disgraced Councilman Angel Rod-
riguez last week, was followed
quickly by a scrambling of con-
tenders to fill his Sunset Park-Red
Hook seat. 

Seemingly before Rodriguez could
even get the words out in admitting that
he tried to shake down Red Hook devel-
oper Greg O’Connell to the tune of more
than $1.5 million in property and cash, a
list of candidates was forming for the
non-partisan special election to be held
on Election Day, Nov. 5.

Long-time neighborhood activists
and campaign veterans, including Sara
Gonzalez, chairwoman of Community
Board 7; activist George Martinez, who
was already running for district leader

against Rodriguez; Amanda Bonilla,
former chief of staff to Assemblyman
Felix Ortiz; and Eddie Rodriguez, pres-
ident of Community School Board 15
wasted little time in announcing their
candidacies. 

All four candidates are residents of
Sunset Park, which occupied the bulk of a
38th Councilmanic District that also in-
cludes all of Red Hook and portions of
Park Slope, Boerum Hill and Borough
Park. 

Martinez, 28, was among the first to
enter the race. He challenged Angel Ro-
driguez in last year’s council race gar-
nering 11 percent of the vote on the In-
dependence Party line, after getting
knocked out of the Democratic primary
due to petition challenges. 

On Friday, the day after Rodriguez
pleaded guilty inside a federal courtroom

ning the first two out of three
meetings against the Yankees.
Those numbers were reversed,
however, in their second and third
series and in their last three-game
series, the Cyclones were swept,
losing twice at home. 

“We’re not playing the way I’d
hoped we would play down the
stretch,” team manager Howard
Johnson told Brooklyn Papers’
columnist Gersh Kuntzman last
month, after the Cyclones’ second
loss to the Yankees. 

The challenge opened with a
trash-talking display worthy of any
good rivalry. Markowitz called Stat-
en Island “the southwest suburb of
Brooklyn,” and Molinaro vowed to
pack on the pounds the self-pro-
claimed Marty Party lost during his
“Lighten Up” campaign. 

At the bet’s end, however, it
concluded about as graciously as
one would expect from Brook-
lyn’s favorite cheerleader. 

“A bet is a bet and I’m ready to
join him at a restaurant of his
choice, in Staten Island, which I
will begrudgingly pay for because
I know the food is much better in
Brooklyn,” Markowitz said. 

“I know my colleague Marty
Markowitz is famous for his gen-
erous hospitality and I am already
looking forward to a delicious
meal on Marty’s tab,” Molinaro
countered.

The restaurant of choice, how-
ever, is still up in the air, accord-
ing to Molinaro spokeswoman
Beatrice Shali-Ogli. 
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Game faces
Victor and Oscar face up to the inevitable first day of school Wednesday at St. Anselm’s on 83rd
Street. Catholic schools opened a day before public schools. The Brooklyn Papers / Greg Mango

ONLINE
includes our entire print edition
PLUS our interactive restaurant
and calendar listings.

www.BrooklynPapers.com

The Brooklyn Papers’ essential guide to the Borough of Kings

(718) 834-9350  • August 26, 2002

Oh baby
Marly Hornik (pictured) has pulled together a slate of

Brooklyn-born acts to perform as part of an indie-tour which

stops at Southpaw [125 Fifth Ave. at Sterling Place in Park

Slope, (718) 230-0236] on Aug. 25. Beginning at 7 pm, the

slate of performances — produced

by TourBaby, an online record

store — features the dark-hu-

mored Mark Westin, the

country music and Brook-

lyn lyrics of Miller’s Farm,

Hornik’s own jazz-fla-

vored pop group Marly’s

Angels, hard rockers Flood

and the Middle Eastern

scales and Reggae bass lines

of the Ari Ben Moses Band.

Tickets are $10. 

Culture club
Brooklyn Children’s Museum

to show Japanese kid culture

By Lisa J. Curtis

The Brooklyn Papers

You may have known that “Pokemon: The Movie” was a

big hit among kids, and “Hello Kitty” paraphernalia has

been popular among American children for at least 20

years. But you can bet many kids don’t know that those cul-

tural icons come from Japan, or even where Japan is, let

alone what’s important to Japanese kids, or what Japanese

and American kids have in common. 

The Brooklyn Children’s Museum will introduce Japan —

and the voices of its youth — in a new exhibit, “Japan and

Nature: Spirits of the Seasons,”  to open in early 2004. The

exhibit’s target audience will be children ages 5 to 12, but

will ideally appeal to the whole family — from grandma to

the 3-year-old, according

to project director Liza

Rawson. 
Last month, the muse-

um received a $750,000

award from the Freeman

Foundation — a Vermont-

based private philanthrop-

ic group that supports

greater understanding be-

tween Asia and the United

States — to create this in-

teractive exhibit about

Japanese kids.

The show will tour 10

cities after it wraps in

Brooklyn.
“The generous grant

from the Freeman Founda-

tion allows BCM to invite

American children to ex-

plore how people, and

their ways of life, are

shaped by where they

live,”  said Carol Enseki,

president of the 100-year-

old museum, who is a

Japanese-American. “This

exhibition … will allow

visitors to investigate the

dynamic relationship be-

tween the Japanese people

natural environ-
n ou

Child’s play: The upcoming

exhibition, “Japan and Na-

ture,” at the Brooklyn Chil-

dren’s Museum will incorpo-

rate items from the museum’s

permanent collection such as

this Japanese dancer, the

“Wisteria Maiden.”

MUSIC
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Dancing on thin air in Red Hook

D I N I N G
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Superfine’s fresh approach

B R O O K LY N  E V E N T S  CA L E N D A R :  G O  2

INSIDE

By Zoe Singer
for The Brooklyn Papers

When I was a kid, I would hold my

nose for two blocks, running full

speed past the Gowanus Canal on the

ottery class. It’s sp
iffier now — I

-op with a

broadcasting carols in December.  

Harding views the issue as a “double-

edged sword”: homeowners who complain

about the noise, he says, have seen their

property values skyrocket with the bar-din-

ing boom along Smith Street. 

f course,” he concedes, “everyone has

reo is turned off

Are the Gowanus Yacht 

Club’s hot dogs & PBRs

the new chic cuisine? Aye, aye captain: Gowanus Yacht Club proprietor

Alan Harding (far left) has employed some cost sav-

ing measures — such as the portable toilet at left

— and passed the savings on in his modest menu

of hot dogs and Pabst Blue Ribbon. BP / Greg Mango

Sai l away
Sai l away

All your favorite GO Brooklyn features are available online in an easy-to-navigate, searchable HTML format

NOW
ONLINE!

at

Angel Rodriguez BP / FIle

POLS:
STUDY
SMOKE
By Patrick Gallahue
The Brooklyn Papers

A picture really is worth a thousand
words.

Following a report in this newspaper last
week on a National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration space station image taken from
outer spaceon Sept. 11 that clearly showed a
thick cloud of smoke, ash and debris emanating
from the World Trade Center, sweeping across
the East River and cutting a southeasterly path
across the entire borough of Brooklyn, legisla-
tors this week called upon the federal govern-
ment to examine the health of Brooklynites as
extensively as they have those living in Man-
hattan.

A joint letter drafted by Councilman David
Yassky and Rep. Nydia Velazquez was an-
nounced at a press conference Wednesday on
the steps of City Hall. The letter, addressed to
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Ad-
ministrator Christie Whitman, demands that
the EPA take a good hard look at Brooklyn in Officials are concerned about the effects of Sept. 11

plume (shown in this space station photo) on Brooklynites.

Markowitz loses Cyclones bet
By Patrick Gallahue
The Brooklyn Papers

Before sinking his teeth
into a meal across the Nar-
rows, Borough President
Marty Markowitz had to eat a
bit of crow. 

The “Borough Challenge,” a
bet between Markowitz and Stat-
en Island Borough President
James Molinaro on the season se-
ries between their respective mi-
nor league baseball teams, the Cy-
clones and the Yankees, went foul
for Brooklyn at year’s end. 

The Clones were bested in
eight of the 12 regular season bat-
tles against the Yanks. 

“I’m an honorable man, and
Brooklyn never goes back on its
word,” Markowitz said this week
through a spokesman. “I was the
one who made the challenge ini-
tially to the Staten Island Borough
President, who was reluctant to
accept it.”

Markowitz tossed his wild pitch
to Molinaro early this year, al-
though it took a few months before
the bet could be made official. 

With Markowitz refusing to set
foot on Staten Island, and Moli-
naro refusing to make the bet on
Brooklyn turf, the two boarded a
ship that stopped somewhere near
the middle of the Narrows to
shake on the wager, which was a
dinner in a restaurant of the win-
ner’s choice. 

Molinaro will also have the
honor of displaying the soon-to-

be-created Borough Cup, fur-
nished by the teams themselves,
inside Staten Island Borough Hall. 

“I’m delighted, but not at all
surprised that our Staten Island
Yanks beat the Brooklyn Cy-
clones in this first-ever inter-bor-
ough wager,” Molinaro said
through a spokeswoman.

While the Cyclones racked up
six wins against two defeats last
year when facing their cross-Nar-
rows rivals in the regular season,
and went on to beat the Yanks in
the playoffs, 2002 was a whole
other ballgame. 

The Cyclones kicked-off the
season under a good omen, win-

See SMOKE on page 18

See ANGEL on page 18

LOSING HIS GRIPPO
22 say Vinny just hires pretty Italians

Vincent Grippo BP / FIle photo

By Heather J. Wilson
The Brooklyn Papers

A total of 22 teachers have
filed federal age-discrimination
complaints against Community
School District 20 Superinten-
dent Vincent Grippo charging
that he fired them from district
schools so he could hire “young,
slim, attractive Italian women.”

In the week since eight teachers
filed complaints against Grippo with
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC), they have been
joined by 14 more, three of them
men.

According to Joseph Turco, the
Manhattan-based lawyer representing
the teachers in their complaints, the
list of teachers charging that Grippo
issued them poor job ratings in order
to bring in a younger, more attractive
staff, will likely continue to grow.

“We really touched a nerve here,”
Turco said, noting that only a few of
the teachers know each other, al-
though they share similar stories. 

In each of the complaints filed with
the EEOC, one teacher’s testimony
regarding Grippo’s alleged behavior
is very similar to the next. 

“Every single one of my clients is
approximately 50 [years old], every
one of my clients with the exception
of one had satisfactory to excellent

clude Katherine Weber-Wolf, 53, of
PS 102; Marshal Silverstein, 54, of
PS 247; Deborah Mauskopf, 50, of
PS 105, PS 314 and PS 163; Deborah
Schwartz, 54, of PS 102; Ellen
O’Leary, 58, of PS 104; Eileen Mil-
lares, 60, of PS 247; Alice Sternberg,
56, of PS 247; Elizabeth Stingo, 51,
of PS 112; Barbara Pocino, 55, of PS
176; Mary Papasmiris, 58, of PS 104;
Jill Goldberg, 55, of PS 186; Robin
Kessler, 47, of PS 247; Marie Magal-

performance records until Grippo
came on board, and every one of them
was given a ‘U’ rating,” Turco said. 

The designation, he explained,
stands for unsatisfactory, and denotes
a warning from a principal or supervi-
sor for problems with the teacher’s
lesson plans or how they teach their
classes. Usually the rating means
teachers must work to improve their
skills. A teacher can only receive a
satisfactory or unsatisfactory rating; See GRIPPO on page 16

City trashes CB10’s vote
By Heather J. Wilson
The Brooklyn Papers

Sometimes, trash-talk works.
Just ask the Bay Ridge support-

ers of “Operation Dumpster,”
whose grassroots efforts to bring
the program to the neighborhoods
within Community Board 10 —
despite the board’s vote to reject it
— resulted in the city Department
of Sanitation’s decision this week
to make the get-tough-on-com-
mercial-trash-bins restrictions a
citywide mandate.

The expanded rules will take
effect on Sept. 16, with a four-

week grace period during which
violators would receive only
warnings. 

Operation Dumpster was de-
signed by the Sanitation Depart-
ment in 1998, to manage excess
refuse and trash resulting from
overflow commercial trash bins
left on sidewalks between sched-
uled trash pickups. It bans waste
receptacles from being stored on
the sidewalk on non-collection
days and prohibits refuse from be-
ing left out over the weekends. 

According to Sanitation De-
partment spokeswoman Kathy
Dawkins, the agency had been

planning to make the program
citywide dependent upon the suc-
cess of its pilot program.

“We have had it in 10 of 59 dis-
tricts and it turned out to be very
successful there and so we decid-
ed to expand it,” Dawkins said.
“This is something the commis-
sioner has been pushing for, and
he was able to put it into action.
The time was right. We took a
close look at the pilot, it was a
success, so why not share that
success with the rest of the city?”

Right now, the program is in ef-
fect in just nine of the city’s 59
community boards.

“Finally we are going to make
some headway on the sidewalks,”
said Community Board 10 mem-
ber Greg Ahl, a Bay Ridge busi-
nessman and leading proponent of
the plan. “It has been bad politics
that delayed this program and I
know the city, sooner or later,
wanted to do it citywide and we
got them to do it much sooner.” 

Back in June, after CB10 voted
down the initiative by a vote of
30-15, Ahl charged that CB10
Chairman Steve Harrison, bend-
ing to the will of Bay Ridge
Councilman Marty Golden —

See DUMPSTER on page 16

Race to replace fallen Angel

Borough presidents James Molinaro and Marty Markowitz face off
in neutral territory befor the season began with mascots Scooter
the Holy Cow and Sandy the Seagull. The Brooklyn Papers / File

there is nothing in-be-
tween.

Grippo, who has been
District 20 superintendent
since 1994, had reportedly
been on the short list of
candidates for schools
chancellor. It is not know
whether the complaints had
any effect on Mayor
Bloomberg’s final decision.

Neither Grippo, the city
Department of Education
nor School District 20
would return repeated calls
seeking comment on the
allegations.

“All my clients only
started to have problems
with their performance af-
ter Grippo came on board,”
Turco charged. 

The teachers who have
filed the complaints in-

N
A

SA
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See POLS on page

• Is a long-term care alternative for
seniors which combines housing
with individualized care and service
designed to meet a resident’s needs
in a residential setting?

• Offers personal care by Dignity Home
Care, our own on-site home care
agency licensed to care for residents
whose needs are light, comprehensive
or somewhere in between—24 hours
a day?

• Is a mission driven company whose
mandate is to champion quality of life
for older adults?

• Employs caring team members who are
dedicated to encourage independence,
preserve dignity, enable freedom
of choice and protect the privacy
of residents?

• Celebrates small successes in their
residents’ lives?

• Welcomes residents with their pets?
• Provides multiple levels of care?
• Has a separate, secure neighborhood

called Reminiscence for residents with
memory impairment?

• Is conveniently located near your home
or work?

• Welcomes volunteers who freely give
of their time and talent to lend support
to programs and services?

• Has dedicated 45% of their living space
to common areas for the enjoyment
of residents, families and guests?

• Is a publicly traded company on the
New York Stock Exchange (SRZ)?

• Offers at least five different activities
every day?

• Has an accessible and comfortable bus
for regular excursions?

• Has select suites still available and
so much more?

Did You Know That
Sunrise Assisted Living…

Want to know more?
Call a Sunrise near you today!

Mill Basin / 718-444-2600
5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11234

Sheepshead Bay / 718-616-1850
2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11235

www.sunriseassistedliving.com

An Oxford representative will be available to provide information and applications. Members must receive routine care from
plan providers as provided under the applicable Oxford plan, must be entitled to Medicare Part A and Part B, and must 
continue to pay all required Medicare premiums. Prescription drug benefits are subject to limitations. Oxford Medicare
Advantage offers continuous open enrollment: benefits are provided by Oxford Health Plans (NY), Inc. an HMO operating
under a Medicare+Choice contract. The service area for New York is Bronx, Kings (Brooklyn), Queens, New York (Manhattan)
and Richmond counties. © 2002 Oxford Health Plans, Inc. NY-02-066

Learn about a wide range of specialists.
Enjoy a wide range of pastries.

Come eat free breakfast at your local diner and learn about Medicare.
“Is my doctor in the network?” This is a common concern shared by many people who are looking at options

outside traditional Medicare. That’s why we’re holding free breakfast seminars to answer any questions you

may have and educate you on our three Medicare plans. Oxford has one of the largest networks of doctors

and specialists in the area. Our Members also have access to top hospitals. No matter which plan you

choose, you’ll receive the same benefits as traditional Medicare plus a lot more. To reserve a seat or for more

information, call toll free 1-800-677-5523 between 

the hours of 9 AM and 6 PM (TDD: 1-800-201-4874). SM

September
Seminars

Brooklyn
Sept. 19, 10:00 AM

Perry’s Restaurant
3482 Nostrand Ave.
Btwn. Ave. U & V

Brooklyn
Sept. 25, 10:30 AM

LaCamperena (Bi-Lingual)
4010 5th Ave.
Btwn. 40th & 41st St.

Brooklyn
Sept. 24, 10:00 AM

Vegas Diner
1619 86th St.
Cross St./16th Ave.

Brooklyn
Sept. 13, 9:30 AM

Junior’s Restaurant
386 Flatbush Ave.
Corner of DeKalb Ave.

Brooklyn
Sept. 12, 10:00 AM

Tiffany Diner
9904 4th Ave.
Cross St./99th St.

Brooklyn
Sept. 11, 10:00 AM

Del Rio Diner
166 Kings Hwy.
Cross St./W. 12th St.

Brooklyn
Sept. 10, 10:30 AM

Bahia Restaurant (Bi-Lingual)
690 Grand St.
Cross St./Manhattan Ave.

SOLVING COMMUNITY PROBLEMS
Adele Cohen’s full-time, full-service district office has helped

thousands of people and solved hundreds of problems. She is a
problem solver who knows how to get results. 

Everywhere you look you can see the results of Assemblywoman
Adele Cohen’s hard work.

WORKING FOR SENIORS AND TO
IMPROVE HEALTH CARE

Adele Cohen successfully fought to pass laws that reduce out-
of-pocket costs for prescription drugs by improving the State’s
EPIC program. She obtained additional State funds for all of our
neighborhood Senior Centers and programs. 

Adele co-sponsored the new law that requires insurance com-
panies to pay for mammograms for women over 40, provides for free preventive screenings for breast
and cervical cancer and requires insurers to pay for tests for osteoporosis.

FIGHTING TO IMPROVE OUR SCHOOLS 
This year Adele Cohen co-sponsored legislation that will bring $592 million more in State funds

for our schools to reduce class size and to get children the newest technology, computers, books and
other resources they need.

Adele worked to pass the “Safe Schools, Safe Children” law to protect children and make schools
safer, and she supported the “Children’s Environmental Health and Safety Bill of Rights Act.” 

Vote to Re-elect Adele Cohen to the Assembly
and for Our Democratic State Committee Team

Adele Cohen
VOTE TO RE-ELECT ASSEMBLYWOMAN

Working for us and getting results

A RECORD THAT WE CAN ALL BE PROUD OF

Vote. Democratic Primary. Tuesday, Sept. 10.

DILIA R. SCHACK
Community Board 10 member, Vice
President of the Bay Ridge Forum, 
former UFT Executive Board Member
and past President, Ragamuffin Parade.

TOBIAS RUSSO
Member of the Community Board’s
Traffic & Transportation and Health
Committees, Police Precinct Community
Council member and a former Boy Scout
Leader.

Paid for by Friends of Adele Cohen

Bensonhurst cop
shoots stabber
By Heather J. Wilson
The Brooklyn Papers

A 62nd Precinct police
officer fatally shot a man
who stabbed him twice
while he was sitting in his
patrol car at Kings
Highway and West Third
Street around 7:30 pm on
Aug. 31.

Police said the police offi-
cer, 24, was sitting in the dri-
ver’s seat of the car with his
partner in the passenger seat,
when the knife-wielding man
— identified as Paul Angel,
55, of Bay Parkway — ap-
proached the vehicle, and
without a word, stabbed  him
in the left shoulder. Angel then
allegedly lifted his knife again,
prompting the officer to raise
his left hand in defense, which
quickly took the blow of the
second stab.

With his right hand, the of-
ficer withdrew his 9-mm pis-
tol and shot Angel once, in the
center of his chest. 

Both the officer and Angel
were taken to Lutheran Med-
ical Center by ambulance. An-
gel pronounced dead on ar-
rival. 

According to 62nd Precinct
Sgt. Peter Moy, Angel report-
edly had been swinging his
knife at passersby, including
children, on West Third Street.
The two officers had been
writing parking tickets in the
area. 

Moy said police are investi-
gating whether or not Angel
had a history of mental prob-
lems. 

The officer was released
from the hospital Saturday
night.

Paralyzed
A 33-year-old Bronx man

was left paralyzed after falling
from an elevated pool deck
while fleeing a group of armed
men from whose car trunk he
had just escaped.

Police responding to reports
of gunfire at 85th Street and
11th Avenue around 3 am on
Aug. 31, found bullet shells
and one live round scattered
on 11th Avenue between 84th
and 85th streets. 

Shortly after their discov-
ery, police were met by a resi-
dent of 85th Street at 11th Av-

62/68 Blotters
enue, who reported he heard
moaning noises coming from
his backyard. It was there that
police found the Bronx man,
lying face up, partially bound
with duct tape and incapable
of moving his arms and legs.

After removing the duct
tape from around his body, po-
lice said the man said he still
could not move. 

Unable to fully remember
the chain of events that led to
his fall, the man said he had
been tied up at an unknown lo-
cation in Brooklyn by a num-
ber of unknown men. He was
then thrown in the trunk of a
’93 Lincoln Town Car, de-
scribed as white with a blue
top. 

After being driven for an
unknown amount of time, the
man said he managed to es-
cape from the trunk. He ran as
his captors fired shots at him,
to a backyard on 85th Street. 

Police said he may have
fallen from an elevated pool
deck in the backyard.

The man was taken by am-
bulance to Lutheran Medical
Center, where it was deter-
mined that he broke his fourth
and fifth vertebrae, causing
paralysis.

Police have no suspects and
the case is under investigation.
Lutheran Medical Center re-
ported on Wednesday that the
victim was still in critical con-
dition.

72 St. stab
A 24-year-old man was

stabbed around 11:15 pm on
Aug. 26 at 72nd Street and
18th Avenue after four un-
known men attacked him.

Police said the man was ar-
guing with the strangers, de-
scribed as in their early 20s,
when one thrust a knife into
the right side of his back.

Station mug
Around 8:45 pm on Aug.

26, a 16-year-old boy standing
on the N train platform at 18th
Avenue and 63rd Street was
attacked and robbed by two
men.

Police said the victim was
approached by the two males,

described as in their late teens,
and told by one, “Give me
your money and if you move, I
will kill you.” The unknown
man then reached into the vic-
tim’s pocket and stole $23. 

70-cent rob
A 13-year-old boy who re-

fused to let a demanding 17-
year-old use his phone was at-
tacked and robbed shortly
before 11 pm on Aug. 24 at
18th Avenue and 69th Street.

Police said the thug asked
the victim if he could use his
cell phone. Upon hearing the
answer, “No,” the thief
snatched the victim’s phone
from his hand. The perpetrator
then asked for $2. When the
victim told him he only had 70
cents, the older boy proceeded
to empty his pockets.

The bully apparently gave
the cell phone back to his vic-
tim and left with the 70 cents.
The boy called the police and
they apprehended the young
thief, returning the victim’s 70
cents.

Car-jacked
A car-jacker used the threat

of a gun Aug. 30 to force a 25-
year-old man to hand over his
vehicle.

Police said the victim pulled
up to a red light around 8:30
am at 79th Street and 14th Av-
enue. The perpetrator opened
his passenger-side door and
pointed an unknown object at
the victim from under his shirt.
He yelled at the driver to get
out of the car and the victim
complied, leaving the wheel to
the bandit, who fled west-
bound on 14th Avenue.

Take his pants
A 24-year-old man lost his

pants around 1 am on Aug. 30
when two men attacked and
robbed him while he was
walking home at 20th Avenue
and 88th Street.

Police said the victim was
attacked from behind, kicked
and punched, before the men
took his sweatpants off him
and the key chain and cell
phone that were inside his
pockets.



September 9, 2002 BRG 11THE BROOKLYN PAPERS • WWW.BROOKLYNPAPERS.COM

Member FDIC.

Introducing THE bankEdge.
It’s a money market account linked to a Checking Edge account, and it provides all kinds of 
special benefits to you – including a big edge in your interest rate. And we mean big! Open 
THE bankEdge account now and you’ll earn an introductory money market APY of 3.10%.
To qualify for this great rate, you’ll need:

•  A minimum daily balance of $10,000** 
•  A linked Checking Edge account with

a minimum daily balance of $500†

•  To open your account by October 30,2002

THE bankEdge isn’t the only edge you’ll get at THE bank.
As a checking customer, you can also enjoy:

•  PC direct with bill-paying option
•  An ATM bankcard with Visa® Check Card option
•  A wide range of personal and business loans
•  Plus so much more!

For details, and to open THE bankEdge, visit 
any of our convenient branches in Brooklyn, NY. 
And discover THE bank that gives you a big edge 
in so many ways.

3.10%APY*
guaranteed through October 30, 2002.*

Get A Big Edge.

Toll Free 1-877-4SI-BANK 

BENSONHURST
6123 18th Ave

Mon.-Wed. & Fri. 9-3, Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 9-1

BAY RIDGE
9512 Third Ave.

Mon.-Wed. & Fri. 8:30-5, Thurs. 8:30-7, Sat. 9-1

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for THE bankEdge account is effective as of the date of this publication. The interest rate 
is 3.06%. Account balances are limited to a maximum of $500,000 per individual or business. After October 30, 2002 your rate is
subject to change without notice.  **Daily balances under $10,000 will not earn interest. A $15 monthly fee will be imposed 
if daily balance falls below $10,000. Fees could reduce the earnings on the THE bankEdge account. †Monthly fee of $10 if
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POLSTEIN’S

summer
clearance
20-50% OFF

Shop early for
best selection!

7615 13th Avenue
718-232-5055

All Pool Supplies,
Patio Sets, Planters,
Garden Decor, and

select Barbecues
full service

day spa & salon
for men & women

8412 third avenue Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11209

(718) 748-7411 • Open Tues-Sun • 

www.piloarts.com

special
$20haircut &

$35 single process
Pilo Arts welcomes you to join us at our
Master’s Hair Design Academy for Hair
Cutting/Coloring at a reduced rate.

• Pilo’s Academy Stylists will design a style that
is going to be perfect for you!

Hair cuts - $20.00

• Accentuate your features and hair design
with highlights to create the perfect image.

Single Process - $35.00 Hi Lites - $65.00
Designer Perm - $65.00 Lo Lites - $65.00

• Our Academy Stylists will be available on
Tuesdays during which time they will be
supervised by our Artistic Styling Director.

To receive this special offer, you must book
your services in advance. Call (718) 748-7411
to make an appointment.

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE TUESDAYS
ONLY FROM 12PM TIL 5PM.

By Heather J. Wilson
The Brooklyn Papers

The sister of a 28-year-
old Gravesend man who
was killed by a speeding
and allegedly drunken
driver in Bay Ridge has
asked that the corner of
99th Street and Fourth
Avenue be named for him.

But Ingrid Mazariegos is not
requesting that the city create
“Howard’s Way” just to honor
her brother, Howard Mazarie-
gos. The 25-year-old legal sec-
retary is hoping the sign might
remind drivers not to use the av-
enue as a speedway and to nev-
er drink and drive. 

Darninka Rachamin, 24, of
Florida, who drove the red Fer-
rari that struck and killed
Mazariegos, was arrested at the
scene. Unable to make the $1
million bail set in June,
Rachamin, an Israeli living in
Florida, has remained in jail
since April 19. He was arrested
after allegedly driving his sports
car while drunk and at speeds of
up to 100 miles an hour.

Mazariegos was killed in-
stantly after the Ferrari plowed
into him at the intersection of
99th Street and Fourth Avenue
at 3 am, police said. The high-
speed impact sent Mazariegos
hurtling through the air.

Mazariegos, an aspiring
photographer, moved to
Gravesend from Guatemala
with his parents, Flora and
Ruben and two sisters 20 years
ago. Ingrid Mazariegos said
this week that each family
member was coping in their
own way, although they visit
his grave on a regular basis.

“I wanted to do something
for him,” she said of the corner
renaming. “I would feel better
if I saw his name there. I’d feel
like I was doing something.”

Ingrid said she contacted
Councilman Marty Golden on
Aug. 21 about the renaming re-
quest and he told her she needed
to contact Community Board
10. Golden explained that before
he could introduce to the City
Council legislation to rename a
street or corner in honor of a res-
ident, the community board
must approve the measure. 

CB10 has received her re-
quest.

Golden concluded his letter
by pledging his support for the
renaming and his condolences
for the Mazariegos family’s
loss. Ingrid said that regardless
of how long it takes to get the
corner renamed for her broth-
er, she will be patient.

“I want this,” she said. “It is
just very important to me.”

Rachamin was indicted on
charges including second-de-
gree murder, second-degree
manslaughter, operating a mo-
tor vehicle while ability was
impaired, operating a motor
vehicle with defective head
lamps, reckless driving, first-
and second-degree reckless en-
dangerment and violation of
the maximum speed limit. 

He faces 25 years to life in
prison if convicted. Rachamin
is scheduled to appear before
Judge Guy Mangano in
Brooklyn criminal court on
Sept. 9, for a pre-trial hearing.

Lawyer dies
In an odd twist to the case,

Norman Rosen, 73, the attor-
ney retained for Rachamin by
members of his family living
in Brooklyn, died suddenly on
Aug. 3. The lawyer, whose of-
fice is in Queens, suddenly fell

ill last Friday and doctors diag-
nosed him with leukemia. He
died a day later at Montefiore
Medical Center in the Bronx. 

John Feijoo, a partner in the
firm where Rosen worked and
possibly Rachamin’s new
lawyer, said Rosen was a long-
time Bay Ridge resident and
had been practicing law, “For a
very, very long time.”

Rosen established new pro-
grams to aid crime witnesses
and victims, introduced night-
time felony trials and helped
set up a second-chance pro-
gram for drug users. 

“He was a very easy-going
guy. He was well known and
highly respected,” Feijoo said,
noting Rosen was an executive
assistant under former Brook-
lyn District Attorney Eugene
Gold. When Gold retired, he
ran unsuccessfully to replace
him in 1981, under the slogan,
“Good as Gold.” 

He is survived by his wife,
Terry, and sons Robert and
Richard.

In interviews with The
Brooklyn Papers regarding
Rachamin’s case, Rosen had
argued that the district attor-
ney’s office was developing,
“A double standard.”

“We just all have come
through that media-heavy case
of police officer [Joseph] Gray
who was drunk and convicted
for killing four people with his
vehicle,” he said in June, follow-
ing Rachamin’s indictment.
“None of the charges were of
second-degree murder. They
don’t charge Gray with that. But
they charge Darninka. I don’t
know if we are developing a
double standard in Brooklyn.”

In May, Gray, a former Sun-
set Park police officer, was
convicted on four counts of
vehicular manslaughter for a
fatal accident in which he hit
four members of a Sunset Park
family, killing all of them, after
a daylong drinking binge.
Gray was sentenced to the
maximum allowable sentence
of 5-to-15 years.

A toxicologist testified that
Gray’s alcohol-blood level
would have been .23 at the
time of the accident. Rosen
said his client’s blood-alcohol
was .05. The legal limit is .10.

“He was not drunk. The
blood serology that was ob-
tained and the results indicate
he was not drunk,” Rosen said
adding that although Rachamin
may have been “impaired,” his
client was not “intoxicated.”

But Brooklyn district attor-
ney spokesman Jerry Schmet-
terer said in June that the
charges against Rachamin are
fair and that Rachamin’s reck-
less speeding, in fact, does hold
significant meaning in regards
to his blood-alcohol level.

“This guy was driving 100
miles an hour in city streets in
an area where he should have
known people would be in the
street at that hour,” Schmetter-
er said. “The fact he was not
drunk means that he was in
complete control of his actions
and he should have been total-
ly aware of the danger he was
causing to other people when
he was said to be driving 100
miles per hour.”

According to Ingrid Maza-
riegos, her brother had a pas-
sion for looking at life through
a lens. He had studied photog-
raphy at the Fashion Institute
of Technology in Manhattan
and had been pursuing a career
as a freelance fashion photog-
rapher.

Seek street
re-name for
Ferrari victim

Ferrari that killed man in Ridge. The Brooklyn Papers / File Photo

Tax Free Discount Cigarettes
Cartons start at just $11

All major brands plus many value brands.
Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco.

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447
Or visit our website at:

www.senecasmokes.com

SENECA SMOKES

W38



win M. Hallowell, MD, a fa-
ther of three and author of
“The Childhood Roots of
Adult Happiness” (Ballantine
Books, upcoming this fall).

As you regain control of
your home, he says, don’t go it
alone. Ask a teacher, coach or
relative to take an interest in
your child. 

“These kids are often cre-
ative and talented,” Hallowell
says. “If you can get an adult
to notice the talents, that can
make all the difference.” 

A reader found extensive
support and information
through the National Associa-
tion for the Mentally Ill
(www.nami.org). Her local
chapter, she says, has been a
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PARENT

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20th, 1-4pm
Presentations at 1, 2, 3 pm

The school is located at 2202 60th Street,
Brooklyn NY 11204

PRESCHOOL

FAMILY CENTER - 4S

Thursday, Oct. 10, 9:15 am
Thursday, Oct. 17, 9:15 am
Monday, Oct. 21, 9:15 am

Friday, Nov. 1, 9:15 am
Monday, Nov. 4, 9:15 am

Thursday, Nov. 14, 9:15 am
Monday, Nov. 18, 9:15 am
Monday, Dec. 2, 9:15 am
Friday, Dec. 6, 9:15 am 

LOWER SCHOOL

KINDERGARTEN - 4TH GRADE

Thursday, Oct. 10, 9:15 am
Tuesday, Oct. 15, 9:15 am
Thursday, Oct. 24, 9:15 am
Thursday, Nov. 7, 9:15 am
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 9:15 am
Thursday, Dec. 12, 9:15 am 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

5TH GRADE - 8TH GRADE

Wednesday, Oct. 16, 9:30 am
Monday, Oct. 21, 9:00 am

Wednesday, Oct. 30, 9:30 am
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 9:30 am
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 9:30 am

Monday, Dec. 2, 9:00 am 

UPPER SCHOOL

9TH GRADE - 11TH GRADE

Friday, Oct. 25, 9 am
Monday, Oct. 28, 9 am
Monday, Nov. 4, 9 am
Friday, Nov. 15, 9 am

Monday, Nov. 18, 9 am
Thursday, Dec. 5, 10:45 am 

375 Pearl Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.brooklynfriends.org

BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL ADMISSION TOURS
FOR ADMISSION TO THE 2003-2004 SCHOOL YEAR 
Plan to tour BFS and see why we get such high marks from students, parents and alums,
including Sara Horowitz ‘80, a 2000 recipient of a MacArthur Foundation “genius” grant,
who said, “My time at BFS gave me the grounding to learn and hold onto my values, to
keep my heart and mind focused on having the courage of my convictions, and to be proud
that they still matter so much!”

FALL TOUR DATES

JOIN US FOR A TOUR!
BROOKLYN FRIENDS SCHOOL

Please call the Admissions Office after Labor Day to reserve a tour. Please call
(718) 852-1029, ext. 213 for the Preschool program and ext. 232 for K-12.

Poly Prep Lower School

50 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11215

Telephone: (718) 768-1103

www.polyprep.org

Poly Prep Lower SchoolPoly Prep Lower School
Three years old through 

Grade Four

Located in a historic mansion
across from Prospect Park

A few select openings 

remain for 2002-2003

OPEN HOUSES

Wednesday, October 16th Thursday, October 17th

Kindergarten-Grade 4 Nursery-Pre-K 

*9:00-10:30 a.m. 9:00-10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, December 4th Thursday, December 5th

Nursery-Pre-K Kindergarten-Grade 4 

9:00-10:30 a.m. *9:00-10:30 a.m.

Wednesday, February 5th Thursday, February 6th

Nursery-Pre-K Kindergarten-Grade 4 

9:00-10:30 a.m. *9:00-10:30 a.m. 

*Followed by a visit to Poly Prep's 

Dyker Heights Campus.

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE
Academic Curriculum

* Two-year-old Toddler program
* Three-year-old Nursery program
* Four-year-old Pre-K program
* After school program K-6

– Open all year round

– Full time / Part time
(Make your own schedule)

– Extended Hours Available

– Fully Licensed by NYC Department of Health 
and The Bureau of Daycare

– Tutoring, Test Prep, Library, Progress Reports,
Computer Access, Arts ’n Crafts,
Resource Materials

– Professional, New York State Certified,
Licensed Staff

– First-Aid / CPR Certified

Stepping Stones
Nursery School

245-247 86th St.  Brooklyn, NY 11209
Monday thru Friday:  7:00am-6:30pm • (718) 630-1000

Come in
for a tour!

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

Day
School,
Inc.

A fully licensed and certified preschool

� 2-4 year old programs

� Licensed teachers

� Optimal educational equipment

� Exclusive outdoor facilities

� Indoor Gym facilities

� 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings,
afternoons or full days

� Spacious Classrooms

� Enriched Curriculum

� Caring, loving environment

Raising a bipolar child
Q: “My 11-year-old son

was diagnosed with bipolar
disorder at age 9 and ADHD
[Attention Deficit Hyperac-
tivity Disorder] at age 6.
He’s on two medications and
has been in many programs
through the school system,
but nothing seems to help.” 

— a mother
A: This single mother, tired

of the way her son’s anger-
charged responses reflect on
her, says nobody knows how
hard she’s trying to keep the
child in school and out of trou-
ble. 

“I don’t want to see my
child in prison or unable to
hold a job,” she says. “I’m
scared for his future.” 

Regardless of her discipline
approach or the offense —
toys in school, refusal to sit
still, fighting — the boy al-
ways has an excuse. As he en-
ters sixth grade in a basement
set aside for kids with severe
behavior problems, his mother
already dreads calls at work
from the principal. 

“It is amazingly difficult to
parent a bipolar child,” says
Demitri Papolos, M.D., co-au-
thor of “The Bipolar Child”
(Broadway Books, 1999).
“Their strong refusal to be
subordinated flies in the face
of any ordinary attempts by
parents to set limits.” 

The first major step is to
treat bipolar disorder, formerly
called manic depression, with
appropriate medications to sta-
bilize the mood swings and re-
duce aggressive behaviors, Pa-
polos says.

This 11-year-old boy is part
of a controversial health con-
cern: Kids with bipolar disorder,
whose moods whip from wired

Parent-to-Parent

By Betsy Flagler

to withdrawn, are tricky to diag-
nose and treat effectively — and
next to impossible to parent or
teach until they’re stable. 

“Until you’ve lived with a
child with psychiatric disor-
ders, you don’t have a clue,”
says one stressed-out mother
frustrated by what she calls the
“try this, try that” approach to
her son’s medications. 

Part of what’s different in
children, says Papolos, re-
search director of the Juvenile
Bipolar Research Foundation:
“The aggression and daily ups
and downs don’t match the fa-
miliar adult patterns of weeks

of extreme highs and lows.”
What also can be confus-

ing: Bipolar disorder and
ADHD symptoms observed in
children often overlap. Behav-
ior such as hyperactivity and
distractibility may look the
same in a classroom but have
different causes. 

“It’s important to sort out
what’s what,” says psychiatrist
Daniel G. Amen, MD, whose
brain-imaging work explores
links between biology and be-
havior. 

A misdiagnosis can lead to
the wrong treatment and wors-
en mood swings. For example,
stimulants such as Ritalin, typ-
ically prescribed to ease
ADHD symptoms, can further
excite an already stimulated
bipolar brain. 

“When there are behavior
problems, it’s important to
look at the health of the
brain,” says Amen, author of
“Healing ADD” (G.P. Put-
nam’s Sons, 2001). “Your
brain’s involved in everything
you do.” 

Once a child is stable, par-
ents can seek individual and
family counseling, and get
back to the job of setting real-
istic limits and building rou-
tines. 

“You have to believe you
are the person for the job,”
says Harvard psychiatrist Ed-

lifesaver for her family. 
These lifestyle changes help

kids stay on an even keel: 
•Enforce a bedtime. Bipolar

kids have trouble getting up in
the morning and settling down
at night, and need a steady
sleep-wake cycle. 

•Avoid caffeinated drinks
and chocolate. 

•Limit shouting matches
that rev up your excitable
child even more. 

•Encourage exercise and
physical labor such as mowing
the lawn so your child works
off some of the aggression that
gets him into trouble. 

“Treated appropriately, most
kids can live stable lives,” Pa-
polos says. You can visit his re-
search foundation’s website,
Juvenile Bipolar Research
Foundation, by logging onto
www.bpchildresearch.org. 

For Internet links to more
resources, go to the Web site
of the Child and Adolescent
Bipolar Foundation at
www.bpkids.org. 

Can you help?
“I have 2 1/2-year-old twin

girls. One is completely potty-
trained, no trouble. The other
is holding back bowel move-
ments, even on laxatives.” 

— a mother 
If you have tips or a ques-

tion, call our toll-free hotline
any time at (800) 827-1092.

History’s alive
at Slope Music
Slope Music

Just walk down Ninth
Street between Fourth and
Fifth avenues, and marvel at
the blue, French Second
Empire building which
arouses feelings of history
and music. It was built in
1850, before the brown-
stones, before Prospect Park,
before the Brooklyn Bridge. 

The house is awash in music
because its owners, Vita and
Charles Sibirsky, who moved
there is 1981, started a music
school called Slope Music.
Since those days Slope music
has grown to include a staff of
a dozen teachers, who make
each student’s learning experi-
ence a personal adventure.

Vita Sibirsky has been a
student of the piano for most
of her life, as well. She has
been accepting students since
1989. Her students range from
four year olds to senior citi-
zens. All keyboard students
learn on the 9-foot piano is the
same model that graces the
stage at Carnegie Hall. 

Vita’s studio is the cupola at
the top of the building. When
the afternoon light filters
through the 13 windows, one
feels like they are momentari-
ly suspended above the build-
ing. Vita tries to create a
warm, welcoming space for
the students. The unusual set-
ting encourages people to re-
lax and be open to learning. 

“People need more good
music in their lives. They need
to make it and to learn to lis-
ten. This improves them in
every way, physically, emo-
tionally and spiritually. Music
relieves the stress people feel
in these times,” Charles says.

Most of the teachers per-
form regularly in the New
York City area so the students
at Slope Music  have the op-
portunity to hear their own
teachers perform as solo artists
and as members of various
bands and ensembles. Part of
their mission is to share not
only the techniques they have
developed so well on their in-
struments but to inspire others
to make music and keep music
in their lives.

Slope Music also offers live
music for your party or
catered affair. Arrangements
can be made to provide solo
piano, jazz bands to ballroom
dance music.  Ensembles also
play classical music.  Slope
Music is not an agent or a
middleman. Bookings are
made through the “band
leader” directly so prices are
reasonable

Check out Charles’Web site,
www.charlessibirsky.com, where
you can hear sound clips from
his last two CDs and explore his
repertoire list.

If you do walk down Ninth
Street on a cool fall evening,
you’ll see Montauk daisies in
lush bloom in front of 271
Ninth Street. You might even
hear jazz or chamber music
drifting through an open win-
dow.

Call (718) 768-3804 for in-
formation.  There are no se-

mesters. Free interviews are
offered and students can start
at any time. If you’ve been
thinking about learning to play
or would like to pick up your
studies, or if you have a child
who expresses an interest in
learning, give Slope Music a
call and get started.
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DIAMOND
–BUFFET–

Lunch
MON-FRI: 11:30am-3:00pm $5.95 + tax

MON-SUN: Children 10 & under $3.95 + tax

Dinner
MON-FRI: 3:00pm-11:00pm $8.95 + tax

SAT-SUN: ALL DAY $10.95 + tax
& HOLIDAYS

MON-SUN: Children 10 & under $6.95 + tax

6814 4th Avenue • (718) 630-1227

Ask about our

SHABU SHABU
Beef, Pork, or Seafood

Please call for Reservation on
Business Meetings, Birthday Parties

and Celebrations

Open Everyday and Holidays

Grand Opening!

take out specials
LUNCH SPECIAL (11am-3pm)
Rice with any 3 side dishes

DINNER SPECIAL (3pm-11pm)
Rice with any 3 side dishes

The BIGGEST
CHINESE Buffet

in Town$275
+tax

$375
+tax

KIDDIE
KORNER
Do You Work in
Downtown Brooklyn?

Consider Kiddie Korner
Jewish Preschool

for children aged 6 mos - 5 yrs
Full Time • Part Time • Extended Day 8-6
117 Remsen Street (betw. Clinton & Henry Sts)

Call for a tour today: 718 596-4840

Curves®

Weight Loss Program
This is the first weight loss program designed around
exercise. By protecting lean muscles you lose body fat
while actually increasing metabolism. Permanent results,
without permanent dieting.

Our Exclusive
Quickfit Circuit...

� takes only 30 minutes

� burns body fat, not lean muscle

� strengthens muscles & cardiovascular system

� begins when you arrive

� is designed for women

66%
OFF
Service Fee

Limited Time Offer

“30 Minute Fitness & Weight Loss Centers”

GRAND
OPENING

Call Today! (718) 238-4523 • 181 Bay Ridge Ave.
HOURS: Mon-Fri: 8:00am-8:00pm; Sat: 8:00am-2:00pm

Featuring
Soft Ice Cream

with The Fabulous Flavor Burst

You Can Swirl Your Favorite Flavor
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

COLOMBO FROZEN YOGURT
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Hard Ice Cream and Italian Ices
Made Fresh on Premises
––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Ice Cream Cakes and Ice Cold Slush
Cones, Shakes, Freezes, Sundaes,

Banana Splits

Homemade    Ice Cream

6824 3rd Ave
BAY RIDGE

718-921-9818

Beef diced w/onion & butter on watercress
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7.50
Satay Beef (beef, broccoli, onion, red and green
pepper)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00
Satay Chicken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.50
Fish Sour Soup (sweet, sour & spicy)  . . . 6.50
Summer Roll w/Shrimp (cool)  . . . . . . . . . 3.25
Shrimp Papaya Salad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.95
Beef Jerky Papaya Salad  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.95

VIETNAMESE RESTAURANT
SEAFOOD • GRILLED
VEGETARIAN • PHÔJust a few of our

many Specialties

Eat In & Take Out
FREE DELIVERY

7308 3rd. Ave.
833-9333 / 7908

Grand

Opening

Special

10% OFF
7 DAYS A WEEK

11am - 11pm

“The procedure is minimally invasive.
The care is brilliant. You can be home
from the hospital within a day.”

If you’re seriously
overweight, there is
something you can
do about it. Call

1-718-354-4900.

A N N A L S  O F  B A R I A T R I C  C A R E :  
T H E  A D V A N T A G E S  O F  M I N I M A L LY  I N V A S I V E  P R O C E D U R E S

T H E  B A R I AT R I C  C E N T E R

Maimonides
M E D I C A L  C E N T E R
Th e P i c t u r e  o f  H e a l t h  
t h r o u g h  Wo r l d - C l a s s  C a r e T M

w w w. m a i m o n i d e s m e d . o r g

“The procedure is minimally invasive.
The care is brilliant. You can be home
from the hospital within a day.”

If you’re seriously
overweight, there is
something you can
do about it. Call

1-718-354-4900.

A N N A L S  O F  B A R I A T R I C  C A R E :  
T H E  A D V A N T A G E S  O F  M I N I M A L LY  I N V A S I V E  P R O C E D U R E S

“I was on the diet roller coaster. 
I’d go down 50 pounds and then shoot up 100. Now, thanks
to the Maimonides Bariatric Center, and Dr. Jerzy Macura,
I’m 120 pounds lighter...”
— Joanne Simonson

“I was on the diet roller coaster. 
I’d go down 50 pounds and then shoot up 100. Now, thanks
to the Maimonides Bariatric Center, and Dr. Jerzy Macura,
I’m 120 pounds lighter...”
— Joanne Simonson

T H E  B A R I AT R I C  C E N T E R

Maimonides
M E D I C A L  C E N T E R
Th e P i c t u r e  o f  H e a l t h  
t h r o u g h  Wo r l d - C l a s s  C a r e T M

w w w. m a i m o n i d e s m e d . o r g

46th Assembly
contest pits 
Cohen vs Lasher 
By Heather J. Wilson
The Brooklyn Papers

The race for the redrawn
46th Assembly District
pits a two-term incumbent
against a businesswoman
whose husband represent-
ed the district, in both the
Assembly and City Coun-
cil, for nearly 30 years.

Assemblywoman Adele
Cohen, who has represented
the district since 1998, touts
her handling of the demands
of such a diverse district
spread across the neighbor-
hoods of Bay Ridge, Brighton
Beach, Coney Island, Dyker
Heights and Gravesend. The
legislative redistricting will
pull in a little more of Bay
Ridge and less of Gravesend.

Challenger Susan Lasher,
has never held elected office,
but her husband, Howard
Lasher was assemblyman in
the 46th district from 1972 to
1993 and councilman in the
47th district, which includes
most of Gravesend, Coney Is-
land and Brighton Beach,
from 1993 until term limits
prevented him from seeking
re-election last year. 

Lasher says her husband’s
years of service in primarily
the same district have taught
her what it takes to be an ef-
fective legislative leader.

On Aug. 25, Cohen visited
five Coney Island churches to
ask what her constituents’ con-
cerns were. The answers, she
said, were as varied as the
people that asked them.

“Some people were asking
about privatizing the housing
projects,” Cohen said. “I don’t
believe they are going to pri-
vatize the housing projects.
However, the rumors are
tremendous and people are
scared. People are living dou-
bled up, and people are beg-
ging me for housing develop-
ments with bigger apartments. 

“Rents are skyrocketing. And
then there are those housing
problems that include roofs
falling down and landlords su-
ing tenants,” Cohen said. “Peo-
ple ask you about issues that are
close to home. And the issues
range from housing to education
to garbage to buses.”

Cohen said one of the strong
points of her leadership as an
assemblywoman has been her
availability to the public.

“I have a great office, a very
receptive office,” Cohen said.

Her office is located at 2823
W. 12th St. at the Luna Park
Homes.

But Lasher charges that in

Cohen’s four years, “She has
not used her efforts to bring
programs and services to the
community.”

“We don’t have any evi-
dence of community-based or-
ganizations having received
funding from her,” Lasher
said. “There is a difference be-
tween attending an event and
having been the person instru-
mental or at least helpful in
any way of bringing about the
positive of whatever that is.”

Lasher’s resume includes
work in corporate finance, as a
stockbroker, a securities trader,
in public relations, as a parale-
gal, a court interpreter and in
property management. She says
she even owned, for some time,
the franchise rights to bring
Nathan’s Famous to Israel.

“We have a large family,”
Lasher said. “And we have
lived here all of our lives. I re-
ally believe I can do an effec-
tive job. I am very proud of
Howard’s record and his advo-
cacy in this community.”

That community, Lasher
said, consists heavily of senior
citizens. To address their needs,
Lasher argues that unlike Co-
hen, she would have an office
in Bay Ridge for area con-
stituents both young and old.

Lasher lives on Ocean
Parkway near Ocean View Av-
enue in Brighton Beach.

“We did constituent work for
years and years in Bay Ridge,”
Lasher said of the time her hus-
band served the district. “We
had an office at 8817 Third Ave.
We kept the doors open. The
current Assembly member has
never had a district office in Bay
Ridge. I think that is a shortfall
on her part.”

Cohen, also a Brighton
Beach resident, was for five
years an elementary and mid-
dle school teacher in Brooklyn
and Staten Island. She said her
work in education has given
her a unique perspective as an
assemblywoman. She has three
children, ages 39, 36 and 32,
and a 13-month-old grandson.

“I bring a lifetime of experi-
ence and I think that is an im-
portant thing. One of the things
I feel pleased about is this
school governance bill and I
know I was able to speak
knowledgeably and tell my col-
leagues what should be because
I was a teacher,” Cohen said. 

“When you have worked in
a field you come to the legisla-
tion from a different perspec-
tive. On education I know
what I am talking about.”

Regarding transportation,
Cohen said she has been con-
cerned with her constituents’
response to the shutting down
of the Stillwell Avenue sub-
way station, Coney Island’s
hub, during a two-year reno-
vation project.

“I am going to make sure
the shuttle buses that have
been promised are there,” she
said. “We need to sit on the
MTA. This is going to be very
painful for my constituents.”

Cohen, chairwoman of the
Women’s Legislative Caucus,
said women’s health issues need
to be pushed to the forefront.

“Without taking care of the
women, we are hurting the fam-
ilies,” Cohen said. Cohen was
the sponsor of the Women’s
Health and Wellness Act, which
requires expanded health insur-
ance coverage for prevention,
early detection and treatment of
breast and cervical cancer, os-
teoporosis and other women’s
health needs as well as cover-
age for prescription contracep-
tives for women.

Cohen also supported legis-
lation to reform school gover-
nance for New York City,
which became effective on
July 1, and includes her plan
to improve parent and com-
munity input in local schools.

After teaching, Cohen
worked for eight years with the
International Ladies Garment
Workers Union (ILGWU) as of-
fice manager and benefits direc-
tor for Local 99. Cohen then at-
tended New York Law School
at night while and working dur-
ing the day as a paralegal, to
graduate in 1987. 

From 1988 through 1998,
Cohen was employed as an at-
torney for District Council 37
Legal Services, where she rep-
resented working union mem-
bers and retirees in a variety of
civil matters.

Lasher, the mother of five
children — ages 28, 28, 27, 26,
22 and 15 — said she, too,
holds a unique perspective of
the public school system. Like
Cohen, Lasher said she would
push for smaller class sizes and
more money.

“I want to have the official
ability to do what I do anyway,”
Lasher said, noting she is in the
process of working with Coney
Island Hospital in reinstating
programs that she charged, Co-
hen should not have allowed to
end. “The Coney Island region
is undergoing a wonderful reno-
vation. I would like to see a less
seasonal and more permanent
retail and commercial ventures
there. I would like to see the
shorefront community the entire
way through Bay Ridge be-
come a destination.

“I can’t tell you in a strong
enough fashion how much I
really want to be the next
member. I love my communi-
ty so much,” she said.

In response to Cohen’s ques-
tioning of Lasher’s apparent dis-
regard for the Aug. 8 campaign
finance filing deadline, Lasher
said she was in the process of re-
submitting her financial records
to the Board of Elections.

“That is illegal,” Cohen
said. “Maybe she is not raising
money, but she has to be
spending it.”

Brooklyn South Chief Joseph Fox (center) with Papers’ re-
porters Patrick Gallahue and Heather Wilson. Fox honored
The Papers for its coverage of crime and safety issues.

Permanent
Make-up
• Eye-liner • Eye Brow • Lipline

Skin Care
• Eye Treatment

• Acne Spot Tighted
– Skin Renew Treatment

• Anti-Wrinkle Treatments

• Collagen Lifting

• Microdermabrasion

Haircut, Haircolor
& Highlights

Facial
Acupressure
Relaxing – a unique experience
promoting heightened sense of
well being

7520 - 3rd Avenue (bet. 75th & 76th Sts.) •  (718) 567-0794

Open Tues - Sunday, 9:30am-7:30pm • 

Let us
Pamper You

with our 15 years
Experience and Expertise

eyebrow

eye shadow

eyeline

lip color

lipline
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

ENTERTAINMENT
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Help Wanted • Situation Wanted • Business Opportunities • Income Opportunities • Adoptions • Automotive • Bed & Breakfast • Bridal & Special Occasions • Business Services
Children & Childcare • Cleaning Services • Firewood • Home Care • Instruction • Merchandise • Movers, Storage & Truckers • New Age • Personal Care • Pet Services • Psychics 

–––––– To advertise please call 834-9161, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm ––––––
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Attorneys

Career Preparation

Help Wanted

Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies
Free Consultation Available at

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C.
(718) 237-2023

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201
R26-23

Law Offices of Joseph M. Rizzo, P.C.
637 Fifth Avenue (corner of 18th St.), PARK SLOPE

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION
All Landlord & Tenant Matters

Emergency Service 24 hrs / 7 days a week

Residential & Commercial • Illegal Apt. Problems • Holdovers
Evictions (non-payments) • Real Estate Closings

Nuisance Tenants • Personal Injury

(718) 369-5805
R49

Accountants &
Tax Services

DOUGLAS CONDON
Certified Public Accountant
• tax planning and preparation
• accounting, auditing
• advisory services
• co-op and condo management

Park Slope Office
718-788-3913 R40

Attorneys
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq.

111 Livingston Street, Suite 1110
Brooklyn, New York 11201

(718) 210-4738 R50

Law Offices of 

Ana Bunescu
& ASSOCIATES

Personal Injuries, Workers’ Compensation,  Wills,
Estate, Probate, Divorce, Immigration, Real Estate

FREE CONSULTATION
225 Broadway: (212) 587-0563

7117 12th Ave., Bklyn: (718) 745-0066
Spanish speaking: (718) 545-8358 bet. 9am-2pm

R43

Jeffrey D. Karan
Attorney at Law

32 Court St., Suite 1702
718-260-9150

• Wills & Estates • Planning
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord

• Tenant • Commercial Litigation
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce

Evenings and home
visits available R26-28

PERSONAL INJURY
MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice
Automobile – Construction – Products

General Negligence

800-675-8556
GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ

The Woolworth Building
233 Broadway – Suite 950

New York, NY 10279
* free consultation

GSGennarelli@Salsack.com
R26-04

Computers 

Call the TECH VET!
HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS!
Flat Rate and Hourly Service

MAC and Windows

646-932-3744
Yes, that’s a local call!

For Fast Computer relief, Call

DOCTOR
DATA

We make house and office calls to
repair, upgrade or install any brand
computer. Also installs network. Our 15
yrs of exp. will solve your computer
problems. Our prices are reasonable
and we guarantee our work. Call for a
free phone consultation.

718-998-3548
email: info@drdata.com

world wide web:
http://www.drdata.com

R25-50

computer

catch
cold?

Help Wanted

BECOME A LOAN OFFICER
Have you thought about being a
mortgage loan officer but know what
it takes to break into this high-pay-
ing field? October class now form-
ing for training for this very lucrative
profession and seating is limited.
This is a rare opportunity to learn the
skills necessary to start your career
in Real Estate financing. If you are
not currently satistied with your job
and pay check, it may be time for a
change. Contact: Sal Maraio. Tel:
(718) 651-1300. Fax: (718) 507-9270.
sal.maraio@centralmortgagecorp.com

R36

Cashier/Stock
We’re New York’s leading high fash-
ion Women’s Discount Designer
apparel store in Park Slope. We’re
looking for a person with apparel
experience who enjoys working
with people and has a flair for fash-
ion. Windows exp. a plus. If you are
interested in a retail career, we now
have immediate openings. 5 days, 1
late night, no Sundays. Excellent
benefits, 401(k), Medical, Dental,
Employee Discounts, Paid Sick Days
& Vacations. Call for appt. 718-768-
5400.   

AARON’S
627 5th Avenue at 17th Street

Park Slope  Brooklyn  NY
W34

Outside Sales People needed.
Earn high dollars selling AT&T
phone and High-Speed Internet
services on Staten Island. Must
have own transportation. Sales,
internet and/or telephone experi-
ence preferred. Will train. Call Jeff
at (347) 273-1265.

R34

Help Wanted

Manager
Curves for Women® Park Slope.
Energetic, self-motivated, People
person needed to manage fitness
organization in Park Slope.
Experience or education in PE,
Nutrition, Health or Business pre-
ferred. Resumes to: Shaheen 15
Covert St., Montrose, NY 10548.
Fax to (914) 788-9516. R37

ASSISTANT
MANAGER

We’re New York’s leading high fash-
ion Women’s Discount Designer
apparel store in Park Slope. We’re
seeking a mature, organized
individual with good fashion direc-
tion and a minimum 3 years experi-
ence in retail management.
Responsibilities include supervising
sales and stock personnel,
customer service, training,
merchandising and scheduling.
Hours are five days, one late
night and no Sundays! Excellent
benefits inlcuding 401(k), Medical,
Dental, Employee Discounts, Paid
Sick/Vacation. Fax resumes to
718-768-5404 or email to
jobs@aarons.com. Qualified candi-
dates will be contacted directly. Call
718-768-5400 ext. 25 with any
questions.   

AARON’S
627 5th Avenue at 17th Street

Park Slope  Brooklyn  NY  11215
W34

Cable TV sales people wanted.
Earn high dollars selling AT&T
phone and High Speed Internet
services on Staten Island. Must
have own transportation. Sales,
internet and/or telephone experi-
ence preferred. Will train. Call Jeff
at (347) 273-1265.

R34

Computers 

RELIABLE SERVICES
Repair & Upgrade

Laptops • Network Support •
Cisco Technicians • Satellite
Svcs & Installation

Classes & Training
A+ Classes. Learn how to
build computers; Learn how
to Install: Car Stereo & Auto
Alarms; Starband Internet
Access via Satellite

Tel 866-804-0189
R42

Computer &
Network Services

(800) 733-1149
HI INFO TECH

Complete computer services
for your office and home needs.

Internet LAN & VAN Wireless net-
working DSL. Backup/Disaster
Recovery Solution. Hardware &
Software. Installations and  much
more. Emergency Services available.

We make house calls.
Reasonable rates.

Courteous and reliable services.
R46

Financial Services
Are you tired of being
hassled by creditors?

Would you like to
be financially free?

Want Independence?

Well here’s your chance

Call (866) 201-3516 R42

Financial Help
& Information

One call can bring you back to
Financial security and peace
of mind. 

1-866-822-0944 L37

Gift Items
Autronb provides unique gift
items for personal, business
and home needs.

Go to:
http://www.autronb.com/Brooklyn

for your special discount.
R33

Typing
Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL

IF YOU WANT
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE
• Academic & Professional Papers

• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc.

(718) 369-0078
Fax: (718) 832-1615  e-mail too!

R26-17

Writing Coach

L33

Tracks Across
the Page

Writing Consultant
Workshops in Journal Keeping and Memoir

Do you need help?
• Reports – Grants   • Correspondence
• Applications   • Personal Statements

• Brochures   • Pamphlets

Experienced – Personable
ELOISE KLEIN MFA

(718) 624-4939
When how it’s written makes the difference

DEADLINE!
For ALL Categories - Tuesdays, 4pm • 

What, When and How of our Classified Ads
• The Brooklyn Classifieds appear in neighborhood editions of The Brooklyn Papers published during the week

in which an ad runs.

• Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be held for
an additional week, based on production and space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be under no liabili-
ty for its failure for any cause to insert an advertisement.

• Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled before its first insertion.

• Ads ordered to run more than one week may be cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad may be can-
celled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be issued.

• Contract rates for Classified Ads are “rate holders” — no skipped issues permitted.

• Special “package price” and other discounted multiple insertion rates require prepayment for the total number of
weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and may not be short rated to achieve a lower rate on renewal.

• In the event of an error in a published ad, please contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline following
publication date.

To advertise call

834-9161
ask for classified
Monday through Friday 9am-5pm Money To Loan

Interviews Guaranteed
Customized Resumes, Cover Letters

and Interview Coaching
By Certified Employment Interview Professional

FREE RESUME ASSESSMENT

First Impression
CAREER SERVICES

Convenient Park Slope Location

917-576-2821
Active Member of PARW/CC & CMI

L39

Help Wanted

Counterperson
For downtown Brooklyn paint &
wallpaper store. Experience
required. Good salary + bene-
fits. Call (212) 879-7163, bet
9am-5pm. Leave message.

R34

2 short order cooks
3 waiters or waitresses

2 bartenders
Fax resumes or letters of interests to   

(718) 398-5531
R35

Help Wanted PT

Medical Receptionist 
18 hrs per week, Mon-Wed,
Thurs. No evenings. Mature
responsible adult with front desk
experience. Will handle all phases
of reception area. Phones, filing,
scheduling appts., etc. Verifying
insurances, no computer exp
needed. Requirements: punctual
and dependable a must. Please fax
resume to: (718) 596-2251. Attn:
Part/time receptionist position.   

R35

Career Training

FREE JOB
TRAINING

WOODWORKER TRAINING
PROGRAM START DATE:

SEPTEMBER 2002

Learn custom woodworking in
our 15-week course that provides
job placement assistance. Free to
those who qualify: adults 21+,
unemployed or underemployed
and ability to pass 8th grade
reading and math test. Call
BROOKLYN WOODS for details
or to register for summer orienta-
tion at (718) 389-3636.

R36

FREE JOB TRAINING
For Survivors of

Domestic Violence
JOBS in bldg maintenance

& construction
Call Project Superwomen

212-591-0313 R40

Income Opportunites

Recent HS Grads (18+)/College Students

Fun, Food, Chicks, Guys,
Drinks, Dates, Clothes

All costs money, so get a job.

$18.25 base-appt. FT/PT shifts
We also award scholarships.

Positions are being filled fast.

Bensonhurst  331-7900
Park Slope  832-7100
Midwood  839-0900 R35

An Extraordinary
Business Opportunity

Bi l l ion $ NY Stock Exchange
Corporation with Lee Iacocca
offers 100 thousand franchise-like
“Distributorships” for new home
business owners. Earn $5,000 to
$15,000 plus monthly. Enroll now!
Free business briefing. Call,
Sayesman Home Business Group:
1 (800) 844-8533. R35

Money To Loan
FEDERAL PROGRAMS
FOR HOMEOWNERS

US Govt fixed rates help reduce
monthly payments - Refinance,
consolidation, Remodeling, pay

Back taxes, Mtg, payments.
Bank turndowns. Bankruptcy OK

Free Brochure

1-800-548-1052 W35

It is suggested that companies be
researched before sending any money.

Long distance rates may apply.

Autos For Sale
1992 White Honda Accord LX. Great
condition. Power windows, locks &
doors. Alarm, cruise control, air bag,
a/c. 127k. $3600. (212) 813-3674. R35

Brooklyn

Foy House
Bed and Breakfast

in the heart of Park Slope

(718) 636-1492
By appointment only

R26-28

200 CD DUPES
FOR $100
Park Slope CD Duplication
DJ’s: We specialize in mix-tape CD’s.

(718) 399-0777 R38

Child Care Available

Sunflower
Family Group Childcare

Ages 3 mos.  -  4  yrs.  8am-6pm.
Organic meals included. Backyard,
music classes. Licensed. Carroll
Gardens & Park Slope. Call Ilene.

(718) 488-8562 R25-22

Cleaning Svcs Available
Clean Queen Squeaky Clean

Mature,  Trustworthy
BUILDINGS • OFFICES

INSTITUTIONS • SALONS
APARTMENTS • HOMES ETC.

Daily, Weekly, Monthly. Low Discount
Prices. We Provide Top Notch
Housekeepers. Free  Estimates.

(718) 246-5654
Insured & Bonded R44

ENLIGHTENED
CLEANING SERVICE, INC.

Complete Cleaning
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up
Office • Residential • General

“Let us maintain your hallways”
718-573-4165

Bonded R38

CLEANING
SERVICES

CHILDREN &
CHILD CARE

CD DUPLICATION

BED & BREAKFAST

AUTOMOTIVE

SALES

THIS IS WHAT YOU’VE
BEEN WAITING FOR!

If you are energetic, motivating and thrive on a
fast paced sales environment, you will love a
career with LA WEIGHT LOSS CENTERS. We’re
an industry leader, with 400+ centers nation-
wide, experiencing rapid growth due to the
success of our proven weight loss program.
Entry-level and sales management career
opportunities available in our BROOKLYN
HEIGHTS & SHEEPSHEAD BAY locations.

Assistant Manager
Sales Counselors

Be a part of our continued success while earn-
ing base + a generous commission plan, call 1-
866-691-8105, fax 888-699-0210 or e-mail new
york-careers@laweightloss.com.

Cleaning Svcs Available

R42

ALWAYS SPRING
CLEANING SERVICE
Reliable, responsible, reasonable rates.

$50 and up.
(917) 348-2089
(347) 249-3342

Apts • Houses • Offices R40

Est. 1980

“Old Fashioned Irish Cleaning”
Specializing in:

• All Phases of Domestic Service
• Residential and Commercial
Gift Certificates Available

718-279-3334
R26-27

Parties

Party Room
Accomodates 75 people
Parties for all occassions

(917) 723-8742
R35

RRRRIIIICCCCOOOO
The Party Clown & Magician

Birthday parties and special
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy,
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets,

Games, M.C., Comic Roastings.
718-434-9697
917-318-9092 R36

� KPS DJ �
Entertainment

Operating for 22 years
Bklyn children’s party room, DJs,
Double Dare Show, Puppet Show,
Costume Characters, Cotton Candy,
Popcorn, Snow Cones & more.

(718) 238-6733
R39

Music

SLOPE MUSIC
Making Musicians for 30 Years
Most Instruments: Jazz/Voice

Jazz • Classical • Folk
Call for free interview

Charles Sibirsky, Jazz Pianist
271 9th St.

Msg. 718-768-3804
R26-31

INSTRUCTION

ENTERTAINMENT

The Country
Cleaning
Company

Specializing In Residential Cleaning

(718) 491-3929/(917) 957-8800
countrycleanco@aol.com

We use Earth Friendly Cleansers that are
environmentally safe and bring beautiful and
natural scents to your home!

HONEST / RELIABLE / AFFORDABLE

Music

Flute Lessons
22 Years of Experience

Many Styles • All ages Welcome
PARK SLOPE AREA

718-399-2402 R34

Tutoring
SAT/PSAT Tutor

Harvard graduate offers expert SAT
instruction in your home. Experienced,
patient tutor has succeeded with stu-
dents at all levels of ability.
Reasonable individual and small group rates

Steven (718) 707-1033
R42

FALL BACK
INTO SCHOOL

I can help you earn better grades.
All ages. All levels. Math, Science
and English.

Call (718) 288-5470
R50

TUTORING
ALL SUBJECTS • ALL GRADES
Expert Test Preparation

40 years helping primary, secondary
college and adult students to excel
Reasonable Rates • Home Lessons
A-1 Certified Tutoring Service, Inc.

(718) 874-1042  MC/VISA/AmEx
R40

Test Prep/Tutor
SAT • LSAT • GRE

GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring

All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/references
Flex hrs./rates Bklyn or Mhttn.

Get the results you need!
Eric (718) 398-7509

R38

TUTORING
Math, Science, Accounting

All Levels
Private tutoring in your home. Grades
5-12, GED, elementary and intermediate
algebra. All Boroughs. Flex hours,
including weekends.

PLEASE CALL
(646) 267-8410R25-50

IMPROVE
STUDY SKILLS

Private tutoring in your home or
my office. Experienced teacher with
master’s degree. Children & adults.

Bob Blumenthal
718-499-4787
Reasonable Rates R42

Merchandise For Sale
Custom-size child’s loftbed-desk-
wardrobe unit. Perfect for brownstone.
Comes with storage drawers in bed,
mattress & ladder. Natural finished
wood. Bed is 6ft long by 34in wide.
Only $200. Call 788-3791. W34

Looking to sell: desk hutch, dresser,
headboard, storage chest, mirror, door
storage closet with drawer shelves and
hanging bars. (718) 491-4658. Prices
are negotiable. W35

Merchandise Wanted
BUYING OLD FURNITURE

Dining & bedrooms, odds & ends,
statues, vases, bronze & marble
items, Oriental Rugs, Paintings, Etc.

TOP PRICES • ALL CASH
CALL JOHN MARTIN

718-843-1873 R34

R26-17

Massage

A-1 BODY RUB
Brooklyn’s #1 massage therapy.
Guaranteed stress relief.

(718) 238-7277
all major credit cards accepted

L36

Weight Loss
Lose weight quickly, safely and keep
it off! Have More Energy! Eat the
Foods You Love! Natural, Nutritional,
Doctor Recommended.

www.shakingtheweight.com
Call Diana for free samples:

888-772-0352 or 718-499-0746.
R36

Grooming
GLORIA’S

DOG BEAUTY SALONS
2216  65th St. - (718) 837-8034

2192 Flatbush Ave. - (718) 253-7338

Grooming Cats and Dogs. All sizes and breeds. NO
tranquilizers used. NYC Health Dept approved.

Pet foods: Innova, California Natural, Wysong, Pet
Guard, Pro-pac, Solid Gold, Natural Choice,
Canidae, Felidae and others.

$10 off, FULL GROOMING, for
first time grooming customers with
this ad only. exp. August 30, 2002.

R36

Lost Pets

Missing Bird
Harley is a sun face cunard. She’s
mostly yellow, orange and red
with green tail. Missing since
8/15/02 near 13th & 14th
Streets between 5th & 6th Aves.
Call Mary @ (516) 285-6718.
Children are very sad. R36

PET SERVICES

PERSONAL CARE

L(.)(.)K!
OLD CLOCKS &

WATCHES WANTED
by collector.

Regardless of condition
Highest prices paid

212-517-8725

MERCHANDISE

R33

To advertise in

BBuussiinneessss
SSeerrvviicceess

Call (718) 834-9161

$500 LOAN
CALL NOW!

Cash Tomorrow In
Your Checking Account.
Need Income of
$1500/month.

Call Easycash, Member FDIC

1-800-220-4506
www.moneybyfax.com W34

Can’t get a bank account?
We GUARANTEE you a

second chance at banking.

Debit card w/ATM cash withdraw
$200 overdraft privilege

Call 1-800-291-1844
W42

NO Turndowns! NO credit checks!
NO minimum balance!

Mention this ad
& be put on the

VIP List

The Ricki Lake Show
Call 1-866-AUDIENCE
or visit www.ricki.com

Must be 18 years or older

W37



Where Brooklyn
comes together
Every Week!

Air Conditioning
DAN’S NOT A LOT OF MONEY$
ROOM AIR CONDITIONERS

Sales • Repairs
All Installations

ALWAYS ON TIME / Call Til Midnight

980-9019
DAYS • EVES • WEEKENDS

Free Information
Free Estimates W40

Architects

L A M B D I N
A R C H I T E C T S
COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL AND
INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES

Residential / Commerical / Office

SPECIALIZING IN BROWNSTONE
AND APARTMENT RENOVATIONS

Kitchens / Baths / Custom Cabinetry

Michael Lambdin
Tel 718-369-9090

R43

AWARD WINNING LICENSED

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

• From Conception to Completion
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing
Alterations & New Buildings

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules

• Construction Management

• Expediting Approvals & Permits
Department of Buildings & Landmarks

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential
To buy or not buy

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix Street
Brooklyn NY 11217
TEL (718) 596-2379

FAX (718) 596-2579

EMAIL felix63@aol.com
UFN

Bathrooms
EASTECH BATHROOMS

& RENOVATIONS
CERAMICS • QUARRY

TILE • JACUZZIS
FREE ESTIMATES

718-875-1200
License# 1068550 R48

Carpentry
T&A CARPENTRY
& Home Restorations, Inc.

CUSTOM MADE CABINETRY * DOORS * MILL-

WORK * ARCHITECTURAL WOODWORK *

CUSTOM FURNITURE * WOOD CARVINGS &

TURNINGS * LICENSED & INSURED * FREE

ESTIMATES * QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

(718) 422-7575 R26-02

Carpet Cleaning
A & J Carpet Co.

Upholstery Cleaning &
Professional Carpet Cleaning
Pet Stains • Floods • Wood
Floors Waxed & Refinished

(212) 831-1189
Affordable Prices • Eves & Weekends

R26-03

Closets

R26-11

Construction

R41

BAUEN
CONSTRUCTION
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS

KITCHENS • BATHS
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS
CARPENTRY • PAINTING
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES
(718) 668-2063
BUILDING OUR REPUTATION

R26-18

NYRM CONSTRUCTION CO.
General Contracting & Repairs
Houses, Apartments & Offices

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL.
Complete interior renovations.
Renovations/complete finished base-
ments. Ceramic and marble work,
bathroom/kitchen, hardwood floors.
Framing/sheetrock install windows,
doors, taping, painting. Free esti-
mates. Licensed and Insured. Call now.

(718) 847-7233
(718) 802-1016

E-MAIL: NYRM1768@AOL.COM
R35

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN

INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

CUSTOM RENOVATION

SPECIALIST

LICENSED & BONDED

#0836623
FULLY INSURED

TRIUMPH
CONSTRUCTION

1 (917) 847-8307

more than just closets...
custom closet, wardrobe, furniture,

office & pantry/utility design
interior design & renovation

718.624-0328
www.closetsbydg.com

license # 1036367

Construction

KNOCKOUT
Renovations

Lots of References!
QR Magazine’s

“Top 500 Contractors”

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS,
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS,

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Licensed by Consumer Affairs

(718) 745-0722
www.knockoutrenovation.com

R40

R26-22

T&A CARPENTRY
& Home Restorations, Inc.

WINDOWS * DOORS * FLOORING * BATHS *

KITCHENS * VIOLATIONS REMOVED * DESIGN

SERVICE * FREE ESTIMATES * LICENSED &

INSURED * QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP & REA-

SONABLY PRICED

(718) 422-7575 R26-02

Renovations & Restorations
All Home Improvement Needs

Kitchen • Bath • Paint • Carpentry
Fully equipped with all trades

ELECTRICAL • PLUMBING • CARPENTRY
Equipped with

DESIGNERS • ARCHITECTS • EXPEDITERS
“You’ve tried all the rest,
now go with the best.”

Do it right the first time.

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

718-965-1857 or 718-692-7163
R26-07

R26-16

Timeless
CONSTRUCTION &
RESTORATION CORP.

Complete interior renovation
specialist continuing two genera-
tions of fine craftsmanship

Specialties include:
* Kitchens and Baths
* Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork
* Plastering
* All Flooring and Tile
* Painting and Faux Finishes
* Finished basements and additions

Licensed and Insured

(718) 979-0913
R26-18

Contractors

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork

Dormers • Extensions • Windows
Waterproofing

Free Estimates, Licensed & Insured

718-276-8558 R35

HOME IMPROVEMENT CO.
Specializing in Brownstone

Renovations. Also: Brick-laying,
Painting, Carpentry, Roofing, etc.

Lic# 1094488
Tel: (718) 469-8165   Cell: (347) 245-7954

L26-08

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Jonathan’s Innovative
Builders Corporation

(718) 727-5137
Specializing in all aspects of commercial
and residential renovations such as:

* Lowering Basement Floors
* Extensions / Additions
* Complete Kitchen & Bathroom
* Finished Basements and more.
Free estimates, all work guaranteed.

Licensed & Fully Insured
HIC License #0951359

L33

Custom Woodworking

WOOD WORKS
Specializing in custom

bookcases, wall units and
entertainment centers.

Designed to meet your specific
needs. We also produce

landmark doors & windows.
We use the finest hardwoods & veneers

and employ superior techniques
to produce heirloom quality results.

Call for free estimates

(718) 238-4626
R36/26-06

MORGAN’S

Chris Mullins
Contracting

Three generations • 23 years
of quality honest work

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Basements
Cement Work • Carpentry • A/C Sys.

Cabinets • Iron Work • Roofing
Water Proofing • Plaster • Painting

1 (800) 926-6955
HIL # 0838887 • INSURED

EAGLE
CONTRACTORS

General
Renovations

Interior & Exterior
Roofing • Waterproofing

Painting • Plastering
Carpentry • Sheetrock
Tile • Stucco • Pointing

Scaffold • Brick &
Cement Work

License # 904813 • Insured
FREE ESTIMATES

718-686-1100

Decks

DECKS
byBart

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE
Fences Too! • Free Estimates

Call Bart:
15+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
www.decksbybart.com

R26-17

Electricians
Petri Electric
“ALWAYS ON THE MOVE”

Licensed Electrical Contractor.
Wiring for light, heat & power. 220
Volt Upgrade. Intercom • Bells.

1 (646) 739-1404
R39

L37

JOHN E. LONERGAN
Licensed Electrician

(718) 875-6100
(212) 475-6100

R42

ALECTRA INC.
Have an electrical problem?
No job too big, no job too small!

Call me. Anthony Illiano
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

718-522-3893
R26-04

R36

Exterminators

USA EXTERMINATORS
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

“Safest Methods Used”
• Termite • Flea Control • Roaches
• Rats • Bed Bugs • Wasps • Moths

• Bats • Hornets • Ticks • Bees • Rodent
Proofing • Squirrels • Termite Inspections,

FHA, VA Inspections

718-832-0900
Senior Citizen Discount
$15 OFF Any Initial Visit

$100 OFF Any Termite Treatment
R35

Floor Maintenance
D & K

FLOOR SERVICE, INC.
Parquet and wood floors sanded,
repaired, installed & refinished.

Carpets steam cleaned &
shampooed professionally.

Tile floors stripped & waxed

718-720-2555 R26-31

SUNFLOORING
Sanding • Refinishing • Repairs

References Available • Free
Estimates • Reasonable Prices

(718) 398-8180
(917) 466-2718

Ask for Tony R35

WOOD FLOOR
S P E C I A L I S T S

Insured/Bonded
Sand • Stain • Bleach • Pickle

Installation and Repairs
Reasonable. Free Estimates

718-321-0635 or
1-800-870-0635 R26-22

Handyman

CALL NED
Plastering • Roofing • Sheetrock

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry
Cement Work • Painting

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES

718-871-1504
R26-08

R40

CALL STAN
* Dependable, reliable

and reasonable rates

* Plastering & Skim Coating

* Painting & Electrical

* All Home Repairs

* Sheetrock & Plumbing

(718) 768-7802
(347) 623-1578

TERMITE
EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

718-996-6588
FREE ESTIMATES • LEAVE MESSAGE

ELECTRICIAN

A Norway Electric

Licensed
Electrician
24/7 Emergency Service
Serving all of Brooklyn

Maintenance Contracts
and Residential

All Major Credit Cards
10% Senior Citizen Discount
10% Off First Time Customer 

718-596-7177

Handyman

Handyman
kitchens • baths • painting
FREE ESTIMATES / GOOD RATES

LICENSED & INSURED.

Eric (718) 399-2183
R48

Heating

A&D Heating and
Air Conditioning

Quality Workmanship
24 Hour Emergency Service

Servicing All Brands
All Jobs Guaranteed

Fully Insured & Licensed

(718) 645-3541 UFN

Home Improvement
Lasting Impressions
Professional painting & interior con-
sulting: Painting, faux finishing, stencil-
ing, wall papering, flooring, mosaic,
etc. Color consulting. Free estimates.
Exp, skilled, dependable.

(347) 645-6203
lastingimpressionsinteriors@hotmail.com

R38

Kosher Kitchens

We’ll Kosher
your kitchen
and toivel your dishes.

Call Nationwide:

1-888-GO-KOSHER
(888-465-6743) UFN

Landscaping/Gardening

Landscape - Garden Service
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs

Maintenance - General Clean up
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops

Marilyn Manning

718-753-9741 R26-16

Locksmith

W50

Movers (Licensed)

CROSS
AMERICA
Moving & Storage
Specializing in Long Distance

LOW RATES
East & West Coasts

Fully Licensed & Insured
Free Packing Supplies

Guaranteed Pick Up Days

1 (866) CROSS 55
(718) 939-4164

www.cross-america.com
“A good job happens only when you care!”

R39

R46

MasterCard®�

®�

AMERICAN EXPRESS ®�

“IT’S SPRING”
Wake up Your Garden

KBM Handyman
Specials - Contracting

Painting • Carpentry
Carpet Cleaning • Sewer Cleaning

Scrubbing • Flooring • Waxing
Demolition • Locksmith

General Cleaning

FREE ESTIMATE
763-0379

licensed, insured             L50

Movers (Licensed)
JUNIOR TRUCKING

AND MOVING
No job too big or too small
Reliable • Experienced • Licensed

New York DOT #T34964
Free Estimate Call Now

Phone: 718-284-3583
Cell: 917-846-5348

L34

Truckers
1-2-3

Man with Van/Truck
Any job, big or small

Tristate Area
Reliable,experienced,guaranteed.

Low Low Rates!

Call John (718) 543-1934
Cell: 1 (646) 339-3160 L41

Sam’s Transportation
15 Passenger Van + Mini Van
Light Moving – All 5 Boroughs
New Jersey, Connecticut

and Atlantic City

917-731-4826 L43

Painting
Plaster Restoration

Ornamental • Skim Coating
Wallpaper • Custom Painting

Stripping

(718) 783-4868
Demetrious

25 years in Park Slope
R36

R49

Paint ’n Plaster
$125 / Med Rm (11’ x 11’) plus free
minor plastering w/job; 2 coats, 2
types of paint. Damaged wall and
ceilings my specialty. 22 yrs. exp.
clean, quiet, polite service. Free
estimates, references, and Also:
handyman, sheetrock, tiles, ceiling
fans, roofing etc. Moore paints
preferred. (718) 857-6534.

R48

R48

Fully Insured Free Estimates

OWNER OPERATED
“Top Quality Work, Dependable Service

and a job that will last!”
• Painting • Skim Coating • Plastering
• Wallpaper Removal and Installation
• Specializing in Faux Finishing and

Decorative Painting • Stain & Varnishing

Call (718) 332-7041
R26-31

Master
Plasterer/Painter

Old Walls Saved
Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats

Excellent References
718-834-0470

R26-17

We do installation
DOOR • LOCKS • CEILING MOULD-

INGS • FLOOR MOULDING & OTHER

CARPENTRY WORK

(718) 769-0236
R36

TASOS GOFAS

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior Painting

Wallpaper, Plastering,
Taping, Power Washing,

Texture Ceilings

718-253-6544 R35

rofessionalPainting
Restore old surfaces.

Benjamin Moore Paints used.
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal.

Free Estimates
Call 718-720-0565

R26-06

John Haviaras
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior Painting
Taping • Sheetrock

Complete Apartment & Home
Renovations. Affordable Prices
Quality Work • Free Estimates

718-921-6176
R26-18

Finishing Touch
PAINTING

Master Painter
EXCELLENT PAINTING

& PAPER HANGING
OVER 25 Years Exp.

INSURED / FREE EST

Call Simon
718-763-3954

Movers (Licensed)

Painting

Painting - Plastering
Paper Hanging - Glazing
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED

718-522-3534
R26-25

Paint Removal

PSST!!
Recapture the original beauty of your fine
architectural woodwork. We strip-restore-
refinish doors, mantels, columns, shutters,
banisters with non-toxic, environmentally
safe, removers and finishes. Careful consid-
erate workmanship since 1959. Call the
Park Slope Stripping Team
@ 718 783-4112.

www.eastendwoodstrippers.com
R40

Plastering
WALSH PLASTERING

Ornamental Plaster
Repaired & Restored

New Designs Created
New Walls and Ceilings Created

Creative Plaster Finishes
& Specialty Tints Available

A. Walsh 718-875-3033
R38

Absolute
Plastering Inc.

Ornamental, run cornice mould,
and tinted plaster. Skim coating
& domes and vaulted ceilings.

(718) 322-3436
(917) 412-5593

Ask for Fitz
Custom Design & Restorations

R41

Plumbing

R26-19

• New Hot water heaters • New faucets installed
• Boilers repaired • Leaky pipes • Shower bodies
• All heating repairs & conversions
• Frozen pipes Thawed • Basements pumped
• In-line TV inspections

Specializing in High Pressure Water Jetting
24 HOURS • 7 DAYS

718-769-5400
718-377-9335 R34

Repairs
Washers, dryers,

dishwashers, refrigerators,
ranges, windows, locks,

heating & electric.
– $10 per service call –

718-279-9640 R41

Restoration
RESTORATIONS
Done Reasonably and Well

Carpentry • Built-Ins • Paneling
Restoration Work

Window Repair • Painting
Garden & Landscaping Work

Ryan & Paul
718-857-3661 R43

Roofing
Valor W. Corp.
Commercial Residential

Interior, Exterior
All Types Of Masonry
All Types Of Roofing

Rubber, Shingle, Built-Up
Free Estimates • Licensed/Bonded & Insured

718-439-6333 L36

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing
TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER

TOILETS • YARD DRAINS
24/7 • Emergency Service
745-7727 or 848-5654

$ LOW, LOW, PRICES $

¤ ¤

¤

Roofing
EASTECH

ROOFING
Rubberized – Hot and Cold
Fully Insured. 15 year guarantee

on all rubber roofing
Free Estimates • 20 yrs. Exp.

718-875-1200
License #1068550 R48

R47

SUPERIOR
ROOFING CO.
8805 3rd Ave. Bklyn, N.Y. 11209

• Hot & Cold Tar - Shingling
• Rubberize - Steam Cleaning
• Cement & Brick Work

718-833-5752
646-261-4805

R26-19

Rubbish Removal
Roll-Off Container Service
Gumball Rubbish Removal
Container Sizes & Prices

10 yd $295 + tax

20 yd $495 + tax

30 yd $595 + tax

Prices reflect services for household goods
only: furniture, clothing, appliances.
Demolition Debris is additional price.
Clean out truck 9 yd $325 per load.

Interior Demolition, Cleanout
All major credit cards

CALL ANYTIME

718-230-8488
R26-10

GREG’S EXPRESS
RUBBISH REMOVAL
Basements Cleaned • Yards

Construction Debris
Houses & Stores

All appliances removed
ALL Contractors Welcome!
Commercial Stores Welcome!

Daily Pick-Ups
Mini Containers Available

Serving the Community
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days

718-369-7252
Beeper 917-808-1560

Lic: TWC-L-3413
Fully Insured R26-15

W35

Steps

R26-12

Broken or Missing
Baluster/Spindles
Weak or Broken
Steps. (Treads,

Stringers or Risers)

also

FLOOR SANDING
AVAILABLE

Call: 718-893-4006

Cee Dee Professional
CONTRACTORS

Rubbish
Removal

Indoor/Outdoor, Attics,
Basements, Garages, etc.

Fast, clean, cheap.
All Types Cleanouts

FREE ESTIMATES • 10% OFF WITH THIS AD
718-659-1844

Schwamberger
Contracting

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal,
Skylights, Pointing and Painting.
Excellent References Available

License #0831318
15th year with Brooklyn Papers

718-646-4540
1 (347) 385-4696

Steps

R35

Tree Services
Four Seasons
T R E E  S E R V I C E
718-207-0762

Free Estimate!
20 Years Experience

We Specialize in Tree Pruning for City
Trees, Backyards, Gardens. Tree Cabling
& Cavities. Tree Removals. R26-07

Upholstery

• Kitchen & dining chairs recovered
• New foam cushions • Slipcovers

• Vertical and mini blinds

• Shop at Home • Free Est.
Perfect Touch Decorators

718-263-8383
Quality Work • Serving the 5 Boros

R35

Windows
Quality Replacement
Windows and Repairs
Repair ALL TYPES of windows.

Screens and insulated glass.

Same Day Service • Licensed & Insured
Reasonable Rates • Emergency Service
Call Rene (718) 227-8787

R36

Woodwork Restorations
The professional way to care for and
maintain your fine architectural wood-
work. Services offered: touch-ups –
clean and refurbish – prepare and
recoat – or complete refinishing.
Recapture lost beauty and elegance ...
showcase the fabulous woodwork
details in your home!

Our expert craftsman will restore your
original doors, stairways, fretwork, win-
dows, mantels, columns, archways,
wainscot, shutters and built-in cabinets.
We are a responsible, and considerate
restoration company dedicated to
reclaiming the beauty of the original
woodwork in your old house. Call us for
a free estimate and a no obligation con-
sultation today.

Restoration NEW YORK
(718) 783-4112

(516) 642-5375 (cell)
www.restoreNY.com

refinish@optonline.net
R44

LIVING ROOM
FURNITURE

REUPHOLSTERED

Heights Woodworking

Brownstone
Staircase Specialists

• Restoration and Repair
• Custom Handrails, Newel Posts,

Spindles/Balusters, Treads, and
Risers in Oak, Pine, and
Mahogany

• Woodcarving
• We Can Recreate Any Spindle

or Moulding
In Business Since 1949

Thousands of Satisfied Customers!

718-875-7497
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GARFIELD
KITCHENS AND BATHS INC.

• Kohler
• Sonia
• Mobana

• Toto
• Franke Sinks
• St. Thomas

• Grohe
• KWC
• Corian

• Margo Faucets of France

Featuring...
• Rich Maid Custom Cabinetry
• Luxor Cabinetry of Canada
• Claremont Fine Cabinetry

266 Fifth Avenue at Garfield Place

(718) 783-2800

Plus –

– Custom granite counter tops
– Complete tile displays including computerized tile layout
– Free kitchen layout and design
– Unbelievable Quality and Incredible Prices

Brooklyn’s Newest
Showroom
Brooklyn’s Newest
Showroom

Open
Mon-Sat;
Thurs-Sat

from
9am-8pm

Home
IMPROVEMENT



whose catering business uses Dumpsters — did his best to ensure
that Operation Dumpster did not gain the community board’s ap-
proval, which the Sanitation Department required for inclusion in
the pilot program. 

Ahl and fellow CB10 member Joanne Seminara had been
fighting for the program’s implementation in Bay Ridge and
Dyker Heights since March. So they turned to Golden’s rival in
the race for a newly drawn state Senate seat, current Bay Ridge
state Sen. Vincent Gentile, who championed the cause and lob-
bied and petitioned to get the program implemented.

“This is a major, major victory because it does effect the Bay
Ridge area but the same can be said for a lot of areas in Brooklyn,”
Gentile said of the decision to implement the program citywide.

Gentile, who launched a petition drive in June showing support
for the program among Community Board 10 residents, present-
ed Sanitation Commissioner John Doherty with 700 signatures
and pressured him relentlessly on the area’s need for the program
despite the community board’s decision.

“The community board had a chance to accept the program …
and that was one way it could have been done. But they wanted
to study it more,” Gentile said, but then added, “There may well
have been some politics at hand here.”

Ahl and Seminara have contended that Harrison acts upon
many board issues in accordance to what Councilman Golden
wants. And Golden, Seminara has said, does not want to deal
with his own Bay Ridge Manor Dumpsters.

“[Golden] has two Dumpsters that service his establishment
that have been on the sidewalk for years,” she said in June. “And
they are not kept in an orderly way.”

Golden and Harrison this week declined to comment. 
Harrison said in June that it was premature to push initiatives

like Operation Dumpster until the Sanitation commissioner could
sit down with the board to discuss the initiative. 

Ahl did get a Sanitation Department representative to come
down to the June 17 CB10 meeting and discuss the initiative, but
Harrison never mentioned his presence to the board.

“We prevailed because we did not stop working on the issue,”
Seminara said this week. “The people of Bay Ridge were heard
despite the chair … saying we needed more time to study the is-
sue. It is the way government should work.”

Ahl has continuously noted that the initiative would be espe-
cially valuable for Fifth Avenue because the newly reconstructed
sidewalks there are susceptible to cracking and stains that can be
caused by commercial Dumpsters.

According to Ahl, the initiative also reclaims valuable pedestri-
an space. 

The guidelines of the program mandate that: containers cannot
be stored on the sidewalk; refuse placed out for collection must
be in tightly covered, leak-proof containers or securely tied,
heavy-duty plastic bags; when placed out for collection, recepta-
cles and the area around them must always be maintained in a
neat, clean and closed condition; containers must be removed and
properly stored after collection; containers must not be placed in
the street for pickup; and refuse may not be left out on non-col-
lection days, with few exceptions.

Commercial establishments, under the guidelines, may never
keep their refuse on the sidewalk during the day and their con-
tainers or Dumpsters are to be kept inside or in the rear of the
premises. If this is not feasible, alternative receptacles such as 65-
to 90-gallon containers or heavy-duty plastic bags that can be
rolled or carried out of the premises are to be considered.

Residences, under Operation Dumpster, cannot place recepta-
cles out for collection earlier than the day before collection April
through October. From November through March, residences
may not place receptacles out earlier than 5 pm on the day before
collection.
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PS 48 that he liked the way she dressed, and that she “would al-
ways have a job,” Turco said.

“And sure enough this women did get a job in the school and
replaced an older teacher,” the lawyer alleged.

O’Leary, a teacher for 37 years, said she was pushed to retire
after she was charged with misconduct by the chancellor’s office
of school investigations. She said that although the charges
against her were dropped, they followed “a process of harassment
by District 20 administrators to force my retirement. 

“I, along with numerous other District 20 teachers who were
experienced and over 50 years of age, was forced out of the
teaching profession and ultimately replaced by less experienced
teachers, a lot of them uncertified teachers,” O’Leary told The
Brooklyn Papers.

Sands, a former science teacher at John J. Pershing Intermedi-
ate School 220 on 48th Street at Ninth Avenue, said he began
teaching at the school in 1985. After suffering a heart attack in
1998, Sands said, he only took a month to recover before teach-
ing full-time again, with the understanding that he had to keep the
stresses of his job down. 

But the school’s principal, Josephine Rossicone, worked to cre-
ate a stressful environment for him, Sands alleged. Rossicone, he
told The Papers, wrote performance reports on Sands’ behavior
on a regular basis and in June 2001, his unsatisfactory ratings
gave him no other choice than to retire.

Miller, a former physical education teacher at IS 220, reported a
similar story. A former student of IS 220, who taught there for 35
years, Miller said that for 30 years he was also the United Federation
of Teachers chapter leader at the school. 

Miller said that he and Rossicone argued, in 1999, over an al-
leged case of harassment of a female school employee by a con-
tractor hired to do some work at the school. In November of that
year, he received a letter from Grippo stating that he was under
investigation for allegedly pushing Rossicone’s secretary during
the argument. 

“I spent the night in jail and got out Thanksgiving morning.
The allegations were false and dropped,” Miller said, noting that
because of his position in the UFT, he and Grippo often did not
see eye to eye.

“So I was a good one to get rid of,” he said, adding that the
chain of events led him to choose retirement.

Casciato, a former art teacher at the Lefferts Park School, on
15th Avenue at 71st Street, said he started teaching there in Octo-
ber 2001. By May 5 of this year, he said, he was fired. He said he
was never given a reason.  

“The teachers and parents and children gave me 300 letters ex-
plaining that I was the best teacher they had ever had,” Casciato
claimed. 

But when he showed the letters to Grippo, Casciato said, the su-
perintendent responded by swearing at him and telling him to get out
of his office.

“He wagged the letters at me and said, ‘You are nothing but a
measly art teacher with no status whatsoever,’” Casciato alleged.
“I have a lot to offer those kids. This is just a shame.”

GRIPPO...
Continued from page 9

DUMPSTER...

Smiles at St. Anselm’s
Students at Saint Anselm’s School, at 357 83rd St., horse around before the first day of
classes on Wednesday morning. Catholic schools started a day before the city’s public
schools. The Brooklyn Papers / Greg Mango

Two bits! The Brooklyn Papers / Tom Callan

Olivia Hurley, 2, gets a “pre-school” haircut (but no shave) from Carole Kimberg at Lu Lu’s
Cuts & Toys at 310 Fifth Ave. in Park Slope. Classes for older kids started this week.

Where
Brooklyn

comes together
Every Week!

For Rent / Brooklyn

Apartments, Sublets
& Roommates

BROWSE & LIST FREE!
All Cities & Areas!
www.Sublet.com

Studios;1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000
1-877-FOR-RENT R49

5th Ave/Park Slope
Clean bright renovated 1 BR apt., LR
Sep. Dining Area, Large Closets in
Bedroom and Kitchen, Great
Sunlight, Hardwood Floors, All New
Appliannces, 1 Block from N and R
Trains, We Love Pets! NO FEE!!! Call
(718) 768-5400 Ext 13. $1,200.

W35

APARTMENTS
Port Richmond, S.I.

6,900 sq.ft. Parking, loading
docks, $6,500 monthly. (718)
442-6991 or (718) 761-4387.
Perfect for retail store, or
any organization. R38

For Sale / Brooklyn

Lg 3 BR Co-op Bay Ridge
Pre-War Bldg - Hardwood floors.
Handi-cap access. Pets O.K. Near
all. Asks 275K. Low maint. Also
for rent - $1900. Call Broker.
(718) 238-8493. R36

CO-OPS
& CONDOS

COMMERCIAL
SPACE

For Sale / Brooklyn

OPEN HOUSE
For Sale by Owner. 1758 Dahill Road,
Brooklyn, NY 11223.

Sat., Sept. 7: 12-3pm
Sun., Sept. 8: 12-2pm

R35

GRAVESEND. Brick 4 Family House,
Brooklyn, NY. Two apts 1st floor, no leas-
es, two apts 2nd floor vacant. Full basement
including wine cellar. Parquet floors
throughout. Within last 10 yrs following
improvements, roof, replacement windows,
boiler and hot water heater. Close to pub-
lic transportation, shopping, & houses of
worship. $775,000.00. Call McGovern’s
Brokerage Co., Ltd. (718) 680-6800.

R35

For Sale / New York

Idyllic Cottage
Located between Windham & Hunter.
2 Bedrooms, Large Bathroom, E.I.
Kitchen, Walkout Basement, Very Private
Evergreen Forest, Perennial Gardens,
Solar Heated Pool, Borders State Land,
1.5+/-acres. By Owner $149k. Tel. 845-
339-7432.

R34

For Sale / New Jersey

Manalapan, NJ
Custom colonial, 4 bdrms, 2.5 baths, cir-
cular driveway, landscape, Florida room,
fenced yard. Master bedroom has spi-
ral staircase to loft, low taxes. All
upgrades. Must see. $419,900. Call
(732) 446-5718.

R36

Wanted

In all areas of Brooklyn
contact me to sell
your house quickly.
www.shelter-solutions.com

R34

For Sale / Florida

FLORIDA PROPERTIES
Land/Houses

South Gulf Cove – beautiful quarter
acre home site, near water. Invest,
relocate, retire. For as little as $3400
down in low monthly payments. We
will fly you down at our low corporate
rate to see for yourself. Limited time
offer. Call Joseph Wisnet @ (718)
997-6700.

R37

LAND

HOUSES

Houses For Sale / New Jersey

Houses For Sale / Brooklyn

HOUSES FOR SALE

Making Real Estate
Real Easy.™

Call COLDWELL BANKER MID PLAZA
3350 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11229

718-646-3600 • www.coldwellbanker.com

Georgetown
OPEN HOUSE

Sun, Sept. 8, 12 - 2pm

1407 Royce Street Brooklyn, NY.
Beautiful condo. 1,000 sq.ft. 2 BR, 2
bath, 2 terraces. Clubhouse w/gym,
pool, laundry facility, parking. Low main-
tenance. $249,000. Ask for Catherine.

R32

R25

C M Y K

C M Y K

Continued from page 9

9/11 ANNIVERSARY
OBSERVANCE SCHEDULE

BAY RIDGE CLINIC
JEWISH BOARD OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES, INC.

We are here to help. 
All are welcome.

The anniversary of �/�� may be a difficult time for you and your
loved ones� Please drop�in at the Bay Ridge Clinic throughout the

day for support  information  and community�

11:30AM to 8:30PM
Drop-in groups and informal gatherings throughout the day.

Contribute to our “9/11 Anniversary Mural.” Coffee will be served.

2:00PM to 4:00PM
Drop-in groups for Russian speaking adults will begin at 2pm and 3pm.

4:00PM to 6:00PM
Drop-in groups for children (ages 8 – 12) and parents will begin at 4pm and 5pm.

6:00PM to 7:00PM
Drop-in group or informal gathering for teens. 

7:00PM to 8:30PM
Drop-in groups and informal gathering for adults.

Please call for additional information (718) 238-6444
9435 Ridge Blvd. Brooklyn, NY (corner: Marine Ave)

United Way of New York City
Jewish Board of Family

and Children’s Services, Inc.
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R44

Are You in Emotional Pain?

Are You Having Trouble in
Your Relationships?

Are You Experiencing Loss?
Depression? Anxiety?

WE CAN HELP!

121 Prospect Place, Park Slope

718 622 4142 R26-05

INDIVIDUAL &
COUPLES THERAPY

Issues of depression, anxiety, trust,
and obsession often cloud our think-
ing & relationships. Work with a
skilled, experienced therapist to
understand what’s happening and to
make changes.

Bklyn & NY Offices
Low Fee • Dr. B. Rapp

(718) 638-0718
R18/24

The Park Slope Offices of
PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR
PROFESSIONALS
. . . when you need a referral to
an established clinical psychol-
ogist in private practice.
Specializing in life direction,
relationship problems, identity
issues, crisis management, and
the reduction of anxiety and
depression. Empathic, insight-
ful, confidential. Extended
hours available.

718.398.2015
W49

PSYCHOTHERAPY
Support Group for
Stressed Out Moms

Starting mid-September
For more info, please contact

Erica Barbaccia, CSW

718-875-5294 R42

OVERCOME FEAR
• Flying • Subways • Failure/Success

• Driving • Phoning • Public Speaking
Short Term Therapy, Long Term Results

FREE CONSULTATION
Nelson S. Howe M.A., C.E.T.

718-783-3389
R48

FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY
individuals/couples/children
specializing in the reduction of stress,

relationship crisis & school problems for
persons of all lifestyles.

DR. GEORGINE GORRA, D.S.W.
Doctor of Social Work

718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb.
R50  

Child, Couple, & Adult
Problem Assessment

Long & Short Term Treatment

Specializing In Life Style Adjustments,
Relationships, Anxiety, Fear, Depression,
Childhood Trauma, Marriage Counseling,
Divorce & Recovery.

(718) 788-4510 Insurance or fee accepted
R31

PSYCHOTHERAPY
FOR WOMEN

Experienced empathic therapist
• Depression • Anxiety • Addiction

• Sexual Identity • Relationships

Sandra Siegal, MSW, CSW
Park Slope and Manhattan loc

718-369-1632
R31

Mind-Body Health Issues

JOANNE HEITH
MA fitness CSW Psychotherapist

Anxiety • Depression
Chronic Illness

718-707-1588
NY State Licensed R27

PSYCHOTHERAPY

PROSTATE PROBLEMS?
Have a weak urine flow?

Often feel a sudden urge to urinate?
Have difficulty starting urination?

If you answered YES to any of these questions you may benefit from the TherMatrx
microwave thermotherapy treatment now being offered by Dr. Francis E. Florio, M.D.
This treatment for enlarged prostate is done in the physician’s office and does not involve
surgery. Call us now for a preliminary screening.

(718) 238-1818Dr. Francis E. Florio, M.D.
355 Ovington Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  11209

www.thermatrx.com

SAVE 50¢
OFF DIXON 

TICONDEROGA PENCILS
10 CT. CARD OR LARGER

STORE MANAGER: Dixon Ticonderoga Co. will redeem this coupon in accordance with
our redemption policy. Send coupon to Dixon Ticonderoga, LMS Dept. 3260, P.O. Box
909, Tecate, CA 91980-0909, which signifies your compliance with our "Coupon
Redemption Policy". Copy available upon request. Cash value 1/100¢. CONSUMER:
Offer good on Dixon Ticonderoga No.2 pencils in 10 ct. card or larger purchase only
and is limited to one coupon per package purchased. 
Coupon may not be reproduced or transferred.

MANUFACTURER COUPON / EXPIRES 9/30/02

You know us for the 
“World’s Best” pencil! 
And now that it’s back to school time, 
look for all of our fine products for 
education, art, and business. Purchases of

Learn how your school can get FREE art & school supplies at www.dixonusa.com

PENCILUS IN FOR YOUR
BACK TO SCHOOL NEEDS

Products available at Staples and other fine retailers.

If your pencil doesn’t say 
Dixon Ticonderoga it isn’t 
worth using.  any Dixon®, Ticonderoga®, or Prang® products 

earn valuable points that schools can redeem
through prangpower.com for FREE art and

school supplies. Remember, if it writes, draws,
marks, sketches, or scribbles...we make it!

MANUFACTURER COUPON / EXPIRES 9/30/02

VALID ONLY AT STAPLES

STORE MANAGER: Dixon Ticonderoga Co. will redeem this coupon in accordance with our
redemption policy. Send coupon to Dixon Ticonderoga, LMS Dept. 3260, P.O. Box 909,
Tecate, CA 91980-0909, which signifies your compliance with our "Coupon Redemption
Policy". Copy available upon request. Cash value 1/100¢. CONSUMER: Offer good on
Dixon Ticonderoga Executive Mechanical pencil or pen purchase only and is limited to one
coupon per package purchased. Coupon may not be 
reproduced or transferred.

SAVE$100
OFF DIXON 

TICONDEROGA EXECUTIVE
MECHANICAL PENCIL OR PEN

30 Third Avenue
(bet. Atlantic & State)

For more information call 718-875-1190
of Brooklyn

FitnessFitness
OPENOPEN

HOUSEHOUSE

YSaturday,
Sept 7

9am -2pm

It’s Free!

Exclusively for Treatment
of Varicose Veins of All Sizes.

Spiders and Facial Spiders. Leg Ulcers.

17 years experience
National clientele

9920 Fourth Ave., Room 305 (718) 748-2659
(Bet. 99th & 100th Sts.) http://www.majlessi@cureveins.com

BeforeBefore AfterAfter

Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center

New York Methodist Hospital

New York Methodist
Hospital’s School Tours-
School Talks program,
which offers educational
programs for students, par-
ents and teachers in the
community, is geared up for
the back-to-school season. 

Those interested in schedul-
ing a SchoolTalk or School-
Tour program should call New
York Methodist Hospital’s De-
partment of Public Affairs at
(718) 780-5367.

The program serves tots,
grown-ups and everyone in be-
tween. 

Preschoolers can be taken to
the newborn nursery to watch
the babies being fed, changed
and examined. 

“Nurse Irene showed the
children how to properly hold
and touch and feed a baby. She
always asks them what makes a
baby cry. They have to think
and apply their own firsthand
knowledge to answer her,” said
Mary Ann Loux, a pre-K

teacher at Saint Saviour’s Ele-
mentary School, who brought
her class to the hospital recently.

Other tours and talks are de-
signed for adults. 

The Allen School, a para-
professional school which
trains certified nurses aids and
medical assistants, visited New
York Methodist to learn more
about careers in health care
and working in a hospital envi-
ronment.

“Our visit was a very valu-
able experience for the stu-
dents. They were able to apply
their school lessons to an actu-
al work environment,” said
Joanne McDonough, academic
dean of the Allen School. 

During their visit, students
toured the Bartone School of
Radiography and the Depart-
ments of Radiation Oncology,
Laboratories, Medical Rec-
ords, and Pharmacy. A staff
member at each department
led the tour of their area and
discussed career opportunities.
“Everyone was warm and
friendly and willing to explain
their role in the Hospital,”

NYM’s school tours and talks
McDonough said.

School tours are planned to
be age-appropriate. Tours are
available in many areas of the
hospital, including the Mother-
Baby Unit, Bartone School of
Radiography, the School of
Medical Technology, the
School of Radiation Therapy,
the Department of Food and
Nutrition Services, the Labora-
tories and several other areas.

New York Methodist Hospi-
tal also offers an extensive
School Talks program. 

Professionals, including
physicians of various special-
ties, nurses, pharmacists, social
workers nutritionists and oth-
ers give talks on a variety of
topics, including first aid-
home safety for babysitters,
smoking and second hand
smoke, infectious disease and

infection control, careers in
health and teen topics. 

In addition, the Hospital
provides speakers for parent
and teacher groups on topics of
concern to them. Suggested
topics include anorexia and
other eating disorders, caring
for a sick child, discipline, im-
munizations, lead poisoning,
STDs and stress reduction for
parents.

Lutheran Medical Center

The Brooklyn Alliance
to Strengthen the Safety
Net is a coalition of
providers dedicated to
expanding access to clini-
cal, outreach and education
programs and services
within the borough of
Brooklyn, through use of
our Web site: momsand-
kids.org

The mission of the Alliance
is to increase access to health
insurance and to reduce health
disparities for the medically
underserved in Brooklyn.  Our
goal is to obtain health insur-
ance and medical care for all
mothers, children and families
throughout Brooklyn.

The Brooklyn Alliance
partnership is comprised of an
extensive network of more
than 100 healthcare providers,
community-based organiza-
tions (CBO’s), faith-based or-
ganizations (FBO’s), schools,
managed care plans and li-
braries. The Caribbean Ameri-
can Family Health Center/
Sunset Park Family Health
Center Network of Lutheran
Medical Center is the lead
agency coordinating this di-
verse group of community
partnerships.

The momsandkids.org Web
site was created, in both Eng-
lish and Spanish and will soon
be provided in Arabic, Chi-
nese, French-Creole and Russ-
ian. A secured Web-based tool
allows users to conduct pre-
liminary screening for pub-
licly funded insurance pro-
grams in privacy. The site is
directly linked to two man-
aged care plans, Health Plus
and Metro Plus, and includes
an electronic directory of
member organizations by
neighborhood, zip code, and
type of service provided,
which is a first in New York
City.

Sixteen members volun-
teered to be pilot sites, includ-
ing the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary, which has 58 branches,
schools, and faith-based and
community-based organiza-
tions representing varied
neighborhoods and ethnic con-

stituencies. The site’s user-
friendly design, as well as its
presentation of information on
services available in the com-
munity and on health insur-
ance has been well received by
users and has registered over
12,000 hits since going live.

Funding for the Brooklyn

Alliance and the Web site was
made possible by a grant is-
sued from the Community Ac-
cess Program of the federal
Health Resources and Services
Administration.

The momsandkids.org Web
site was officially launched on
Friday July 19 at 11 am.

Alliance sets up site:
www.momsandkids.org

Rosh Hashanah Greetings:

May the New Year bring

health, joy, and prosperity to

our friends and constituents.

New Office Location!
2424 Cropsey Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  11214

SENATOR

Seymour Lachman
and Family

(718) 449-1443



Associated Press

A year later, many New Yorkers still
struggle with the psychological fallout of
Sept. 11.

The effects are harder to assess in other
parts of the country, where little research has
been done since the immediate aftermath of
the attacks. But experts believe that the contin-
ued threat of terrorism is contributing to anxi-
ety and depression across the nation.

The problem is especially acute in New
York. A survey conducted by the New York
Academy of Medicine found one in 10 people
here were clinically depressed one or two
months after Sept. 11, and 7.5 percent were
experiencing post-traumatic stress disorder at
that time. Extrapolated to the whole city, the
survey of 8,000 people suggests that about a
million New Yorkers suffered from one or
both disorders in the weeks after the attacks.

“These people are actually at greater risk of
developing psychological symptoms if some-
thing else happens,” said Sandro Galea, an
epidemiologist at the academy’s Center for
Urban Epidemiologic Studies.

By February, the number of people with

clinical depression or post-traumatic stress dis-
order had dropped by one-half to two-thirds,
still higher than epidemiologists would nor-
mally expect in a city as big as New York. One
person in three continued to report at least
some symptoms of depression or post-trau-
matic disorder, even if they did not fit the cri-
teria for the illness itself.

Mothers of young children are especially
anxious about the prospect of future terrorist
attacks, said New York psychiatrist Julie Hol-
land. They worry most about who will take
care of their children if they die.

The children suffer, too. Columbia Univer-
sity epidemiologist Christina Hoven has been
studying schoolchildren in New York City to
see if they have lasting emotional problems re-
lated to the attacks. Her results indicate that
children from all over the city, not just in the
immediate Ground Zero area, are suffering.

In February and March, Hoven surveyed
8,000 New York public school students in
grades 4-12. The questionnaires were designed
to identify a broad range of ills, including de-
pression, post-traumatic stress disorder and
substance abuse.

18 BRG September 9, 2002THE BROOKLYN PAPERS • WWW.BROOKLYNPAPERS.COM

on Cadman Plaza East, Martinez issued a press re-
lease to announce he would run in the special elec-
tion. 

“I have every intention of running to replace
Rodriguez,” Martinez’s statement read. “The time
has come to introduce a new breed of politics, not
fueled by personal gain but on the empowerment
of our community.”

Martinez was already on the ballot seeking to
oust Rodriguez as 51st Assembly District com-
mitteeman. 

Gonzalez, 53, said a council race was a logi-
cal extension of her past work, adding that Ro-
driguez’s resignation and plea deal just acceler-
ated her plans somewhat.

“It’s happening a lot faster than we expected,”
she said. However, Gonzalez, a borough presi-
dent’s appointee to the community board and a
behavioral clinician by trade, added that she was
ready for the race.

“I’ve dealt with all the issues in my own life,”
she said. “I’ve been a community activist for
two decades.” 

Eddie Rodriguez, 32, who is no relation to the
former councilman, is also collecting signatures
to run for the seat. 

“It’s an opportunity to let the community
know there are a lot of people who are willing to
step up to the plate to represent the district,” Ed-
die Rodriguez said of the race. 

Eddie Rodriguez, an  assistant state attorney
general, says he has served as a liaison between
the schools and parents in Sunset Park, Red
Hook and Park Slope.

Bonilla, 46, said, “The community speaks for
itself on Election Day, and it will choose who it
wants to represent them.”

Female District Leader Elizabeth Daly, and
Susan Loeb, president of the influential Central
Brooklyn Independent Democrats club, have
opted not to run. 

The four self-proclaimed candidates will have
a formidable challenge ahead as they have until
just Sept. 11 to gather the minimum 2,700 sig-
natures required to get on the ballot. And with
challenges to their petitions certain, serious can-
didates would have to collect more than twice
the requirement. 

The slim timeframe could be particularly
challenging to Eddie Rodriguez. It has been par-
ticularly tough for him because he could not be-
gin collecting signatures until Tuesday, Sept. 3,

while he waited for clearance to run for public
office from the state attorney general’s office,
where he is employed. He maintained a positive
outlook, however. 

“When you have a lot of friends and you’ve
had a substantive impact on a community, it’s
not hard to rally support,” he said.

Meanwhile Bonilla and Gonzalez were col-
lecting signatures as early as Friday, one day af-
ter Angel Rodriguez pleaded guilty.
Already opponents are coloring Gonzalez as the
former councilman’s chosen successor. She was
Rodriguez’s choice for chairwoman of CB7 and
some insiders said this week they believe she
could have had some advance notice of Ro-
driguez’s plea. 

Martinez called her candidacy an effort to
“push the same old coalition with a new face.”

Gonzalez responded that her election com-
mittee and fundraising started well in advance of
Rodriguez’s guilty plea and that common sense
dictated she be prepared for swift action. 

“I had been planning on this for next year,”
she said. “I had my committee in place and I
had raised some money.”

Given Angel Rodriguez’s dubious exit from
the council, candidates would likely prefer to
keep a comfortable distance from him. 

On Thursday, Rodriguez and his accom-
plice, Jonathan Morales, pleaded guilty to ex-
tortion, extortion conspiracy and fraud, in ex-
change for a recommended sentence of 46 to
57 months. 

Rodriguez, once a leading candidate for coun-
cil speaker, stood before Judge Cheryl Pollack
— who accepted the plea on behalf of Judge
Frederic Block — and said, “Jonathan Morales
and I agreed to approach real estate developer
Greg O’Connell and ask that he convey to us
three properties we believed to be valued at $2.5
million for $1 million. Morales and I also agreed
to ask O’Connell to pay us $50,000 in cash.

“In return for the property and the cash I
agreed to give my official support in the New
York City Council.” 

Rodriguez, who had been one of the most
outspoken opponents of a Fairway plan in Red
Hook admitted that he changed his position for
the payoff and accepted the first installment of
the bribe in the sum of $18,000. 

Investigators caught the transfer of cash on tape
after O’Connell, a retired NYPD detective, went to
authorities and agreed to wear a wire in meetings
with Rodriguez and Morales.

light of the NASA imagery. 
The Brooklyn Heights portion of Yassky

and Velazquez’s districts were particularly en-
veloped on Sept. 11, and were consistently
downwind from the smoldering Ground Zero
in the weeks following the terrorist attacks.

Yassky and a representative of the congress-
woman were joined on the steps of City Hall
by Rep. Jerrold Nadler, Assemblywoman Joan
Millman, Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum,
Deputy Borough President Yvonne Graham,
and Councilmen Lew Fidler (Marine Park),
James Davis (Fort Greene-Prospect Heights)
and Jay Gerson (Lower Manhattan), who all
signed their names to the letter. 

Copies of the letter were also directed to Dr.
Julie Gerberding, director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, Secretary of
Health and Human Services Tommy Thomp-
son and city Health Commissioner Dr.
Thomas Frieden. 

“As I am sure you are aware, newly released
information confirms what we have long sus-
pected — that the plume of smoke containing
toxic debris from the towers’ collapse swept di-
rectly into Brooklyn,” the letter reads. “Accord-
ing to satellite photos taken on Sept. 11 by
[NASA], the plume first descended on the
westernmost neighborhoods of Brooklyn
Heights, Park Slope and DUMBO, moved
across central Brooklyn, and then blew to the
eastern and southern areas of the borough. 

“Moreover, data from the National Weather
Service indicate that between Sept. 11 and
Dec. 4, when the fires at Ground Zero were fi-
nally extinguished, the wind carried the smoke
and fumes along the same path — directly into
Brooklyn — more than 80 percent of the
time.”

The letter demands the EPA increase air-
quality testing and health screenings; track res-
piratory complaints to determine the extent of
exposure to toxins released by the collapse;
implement a public awareness campaign to
alert Brooklyn residents to potential health ef-
fects; establish a treatment plan for those suf-
fering ailments possibly related to the plume
and extend the cleanup program to include
Brooklyn. 

“For many months we have been calling on
the EPA to investigate the impact of the World
Trade Center attacks on the health of Brooklyn
residents,” the letter reads. “But these requests
have gone largely unaddressed.”

The EPA is currently performing tests on
homes in Lower Manhattan, river-to-river
south of Canal Street, for contaminants that
may have infiltrated carpets and air ducts in
buildings, but not in Brooklyn. Should the
buildings be contaminated the EPA has prom-
ised a thorough cleanup.

An EPA spokeswoman said the agency does
not yet have results from those tests.

Elected officials fumed on Wednesday,
however, that Brooklyn has so far not been in-
cluded in the testing. 

“Any of us who were in Brooklyn on Sept.
11 understand the effect it had on our bor-
ough,” Yassky said. 

“The cleanup program they have enacted is
totally inadequate,” said Nadler, whose district

includes portions of the Brooklyn waterfront
along Red Hook and Sunset Park, as well as
inland into Borough Park and Bensonhurst.
“There is no ‘Star Trek’-style force-field
around Canal Street.” Nadler’s district also
stretches up Manhattan’s west side, including
the entire Ground Zero site.

Nadler has been one of the EPA’s staunchest
and earliest critics of the handling of 9-11
health testing and criteria, excoriating Whit-
man in a report released last April for what he
called misleading statements to the public that
assured people it was safe to return to their
homes and offices before any indoor air test-
ing had begun. 

As detailed by the NASA image, the Sept.
11 smoke and ash plume stretched from
Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO all the way
down to Brighton Beach.

Anecdotal evidence has already given some
cause for alarm. In the days after Sept. 11,
people flocked to Long Island College Hospi-
tal (LICH) in Cobble Hill, New York
Methodist in Park Slope and SUNY Down-
state in East Flatbush complaining of eye,
throat and respiratory irritation.

New York Methodist reported a 23-percent
increase in respiratory complaints during the
first quarter of 2002, according to Yassky and
Velazquez. 

Dr. Clifford Bassett, a LICH-affiliated
physician whose clinic, Allergy and Asthma
Care of New York, has offices in Lower Man-
hattan and Brooklyn Heights, said his practice
doubled after Sept. 11, with complaints of si-
nusitis, aggravation of dormant cases of asth-
ma and bronchitis. 

Furthermore, in the weeks after Sept. 11,
the fumes of burning debris and possibly tox-
ins could be detected in the westernmost por-
tions of Brooklyn Heights, Park Slope and
DUMBO. 

The Mount Sinai and NYU medical centers
in Manhattan are studying “immediate respon-
ders,” such as firefighters, police officers and
other emergency personnel, and the city
Health Department is creating a registry of be-
tween 100,000 and 200,000 people who were
exposed to the effects of the World Trade Cen-
ter disaster site.

“[Those tests] are for people who were real-
ly exposed in the few days afterwards,” Nadler
said. “But what we’re talking about here is a
cleanup program so people aren’t continually
exposed.”

Nadler said homes have to be tested for con-
tamination to avoid long-term exposure to as-
bestos and other toxins. Putting the risk into
more practical terms, he said, failure to do so
could result in future lawsuits if the city and
state do not act. 

“I believe the city and the state are piling up
tens of billions in potential tort liability 10
years from now, 20 years from now,” he said.
“Because they didn’t clean up these apart-
ments, someone’s going to get lung cancer 20
years from now and he’s going to go to court
and say, ‘I relied on city assurances.’”

Rep. Ed Towns wrote his own letter last
week making similar demands and Council-
man Bill DeBlasio, of Park Slope, also ex-
pressed support for the initiative. 

SMOKE…
Continued from page 9

ANGEL RACE…
Continued from page 9

CONGREGATION

B’nai
Avraham

EVERYDAY,
it’s happening at

B”H

EVERY MONDAY
Prayer Services: Shacharis 7:45am. Maariv 9pm.

David Berg Lectures 8-9pm
This ongoing series of 4-week lectures provides an overview
of what it means to be Jewish. With Rabbi Raskin
>Through Sept 30: High Holiday Crash Course
>Beginning Oct 7: Letters of Light

EVERY TUESDAY
Prayer Services: Shacharis 7:45am. Maariv 9pm.

Torah for Women 12:15-1pm
Absorb an in-depth view of the week’s Torah portion
from both classic commentators and Chassidic author-
ities. Over coffee and cake, with Simcha Weinstein.
*484 Fulton Street, Downstairs

Code of Jewish Law 8-9pm
The Code—in Hebrew, “Shulchan Aruch” (meaning “a
table set”)—sets the table for Jewish life, dealing with
every aspect of Jewish living. With Rabbi Moshe Hubner

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Prayer Services: Shacharis 7:45am. Maariv 9pm.

For Women Only 9:15-10am
This roundtable study group examines the week’s Torah
portion in a contemporary context. With Rabbi Raskin

Lunch and Learn (Men) 1-2pm
“Not for Lawyers Only”—Downtown professionals learn
with Rabbi Raskin while enjoying a complimentary lunch.
Followed by Mincha. *175 Remsen Street, 12th Floor

Round Table Bible 7-8pm
Rabbi Dovie Pinson’s crash course on the book that’s
topped the best seller list for 172,000 weeks is for those
who seek to understand the Bible’s ambiguities.

Tanya/Jewish Mysticism 8-9pm
With Rabbi Dovie Pinson

EVERY THURSDAY
Prayer Services: Shacharis 7:45am. Maariv 9pm.

One-On-One Learning 8-9pm
Study a topic of your choice with an expert tutor and
have your questions about Judaism answered.
Suggested subjects include Bible study, Talmud, Mystici-
sm, Philosophy and Hebrew reading—or pick you own!

EVERY FRIDAY / Erev Shabbat
Morning Prayer Service: 7:45am.

Greet the Shabbat
Mincha and Kabalat Shabbat, at candlelighting time:
Aug 30, 7:15pm • Sept 6, 7:04pm • Sept 13, 6:52pm

EVERY SATURDAY / Shabbat
Morning Prayer Service 9:30am
Sermon at 11:30 am. Kiddush follows service.
>Beginners’ Service:  10-11am
>Children’s Services: 11am-noon

Age appropriate, for 2-5 year olds and 6-11 year olds

Code of Jewish Law
30 minutes before candlelighting (see Friday for time).

Afternoon Service
At candlelighting (see Friday for time).
Followed by Tales of the Talmud and Maariv.

EVERY SUNDAY
Morning Prayer Service: 8:30am.

Bagels and Talmud 9:30-10:30am
With Rabbi Dovid Pinson

The Modern Orthodox Synagogue
in Brooklyn Heights

Rabbi Aaron R. Raskin Stephen Rosen
Spiritual Leader President

117 Remsen St • 718-802-1827
Events are FREE and open to all regardless of religious back-

ground. Everything’s at 117 Remsen St, unless otherwise noted*.

By Paulanne Simmons
for The Brooklyn Papers

Despite turmoil at home
and abroad, Jewish reli-
gious leaders are
approaching the High
Holy Days and especially
the Jewish New Year with
hope for the future and
faith in humanity.

Friday night, Sept. 6, marks
the beginning of the celebra-
tion of Rosh Hashana, or Jew-
ish New Year, marking the
start of the year 5763, and a
10-day period of introspection
and renewal. That period cul-
minates with Yom Kippur, the
Jewish Day of Atonement,
starting Sunday night, Sept.
15.

“My ultimate message has
to be one of hope that human
beings will use their rational
faculties and talents for good,”
says Rabbi Linda Henry
Goodman of Park Slope’s
Union Temple, a Reform syn-
agogue. “We hope that we can
create a world in which justice
and peace will be the order of
the day.”

Rabbi Sam Weintraub, spir-
itual leader of the Kane Street
Synagogue, a Conservative
congregation in Cobble Hill,
speaks in a similar vein:
“We’re attempting to reassert
our faith and our connection in
a world that is ‘B’et Tzarah,’
in a time of sorrow. When we
may feel threatened, we can
still express and affirm and
bring others to our affirmation
of life and love and caring.”

Many rabbis say that while
it is particularly difficult to be
a Jew today, Judaism holds
within its beliefs the answer to
many problems — especially
at this time of the year.

“During the High Holy
Days we ask for forgiveness
and brotherhood throughout
the world,” says Rabbi Saul
Silberman of the Bay Ridge
Jewish Center, a Conservative

Brooklyn’s Jews celebrate
5763 in shadow of 9-11

synagogue. “The role of Jews
is to examine ourselves, to
help our community and to
look forward to a new begin-
ning.”

Rabbi Joseph Potasnik,
leader of Congregation Mount
Sinai, a Conservative syna-
gogue in Brooklyn Heights,
who is also a Fire Department
chaplain and president of the
New York Board of Rabbis,
held a “Selichot” service (fea-
turing repentant prayer one
week before Rosh Hashana)
Saturday night at Ground
Zero, in honor of those killed
on Sept. 11 and reflecting

Last September, members of  Congregation Mount Sinai stood beneath the Brooklyn Bridge at a tashlich service during
Rosh Hashana, symbolically casting their sins into the water. The Brooklyn Papers / File photo

Tropical storm
The torrential downpour on Monday put a damper on Labor Day’s West Indian Parade,
although this participant still flashed a smile. The annual event went on as scheduled
along Eastern Parkway with dazzling costumes, soggy politicians and much fewer spec-
tators than usual. The Brooklyn Papers / Tom Callan

Anxiety lingers in wake
of Sept 11 terrorism

upon the lessons our nation has
learned in its aftermath.

Potasnik says he has been re-
ceiving calls from many people
asking for the names of World
Trade Center victims so they
can name their newborn chil-
dren after them. For Potasnik,
that is a sign of how people are
answering the question, “How
do we face a new year when we
cannot forget the old year?”

During the High Holy Days,
Potasnik says, he will be tak-
ing a cue from “Sermons from
Hell,” a book written by a
Protestant minister that “looks
back at history and people who
have confronted great chal-
lenges and emerged victorious
… people who have refused to
take a frightened chapter and
make it a final chapter” —
people like Winston Churchill,
who battled depression, and
Beethoven, who battled deaf-
ness.

Potasnik will remind his
congregation that “there is no
Page 1 in the Talmud; it begins
on Page 2. And the Bible be-
gins with the letter B, not A …
Sometimes Page 1 has been
taken away from us.”

Rabbi Aaron Raskin of
Congregation B’nai Avraham,
an Orthodox congregation in
Brooklyn Heights, observes
this same spirit of renewal in
the Talmud, which provides
three ways of cleansing a field
that has been defiled by dead
bodies.

“We can put the top layer of
sand through a sieve, we can
add three hand-breadths of
sand on top of the field or we

can pave a road over the field,”
Raskin says, noting that all
three methods provide a sym-
bolic path toward healing.

“When we sieve the sand
we are analyzing our lives. We
are asking ourselves, ‘Why are
we here, what are our goals,
how can we better the world?”
he says.

“The three hand-breadths of
sand represent commitment to
be subservient to the will of
God. And when we pave a
road, just like our forefathers
paved a road to make life easi-
er for their children, we, too,
pave a road to teach our chil-
dren to dedicate their lives to
goodness and kindness and to
strengthen their commitment
to God in their future.”

Raskin believes it is particu-
larly important at this time that
Jewish parents teach their chil-
dren Jewish values. He makes
an analogy with the recent
spate of nationwide kidnap-
pings.

“We as parents must make
sure that our children don’t get
kidnapped by the non-kosher,
unethical environment that
conveys many negative mes-
sages,” says Raskin. “One of
the ways of doing this is by
getting the word out about
Jewish education and Jewish
pride … And the more public
we make it the more chance
we have to save our youth.”

Union Temple’s Rabbi Good-
man believes this feeling of soli-
darity should extend to Israel.

“I know it’s very difficult to
be a Jew in today’s world. It’s
easy to become discouraged,”

she says. “There’s a situation
in Israel — in our land — it al-
most doesn’t seem to matter
who’s right and who’s wrong.
Israel is faced with a number
of options, none of which is
completely satisfactory. It’s a
very painful situation.”

At this time of crisis, “It’s
very important for Jews to visit
Israel and to maintain our con-
nection by going there and buy-
ing Israeli products, by main-
taining contact with family and
friends and even with people we
don’t know,” she said.

Although Goodman says
she is aware of the gap be-
tween Western and Middle
Eastern thought, and the diffi-
culty “for the Western mind to
entertain the idea that there
may not be a solution … or a
good solution,” she still re-
mains guardedly optimistic.

“I’m convinced that there is
a way out and will be a way
out eventually — but not nec-
essarily with the same configu-
ration of leaders,” she says.

Potasnik says many young-
sters are still going to Israel
through a program called
Birthright Israel, despite the
obvious dangers. But perhaps
an even more significant sign
of the human will to endure
and prevail is the plaque the
parents of the youngsters killed
in an Israeli disco bombing
have placed on the site, a
plaque that reads, “We will not
stop dancing.”

“It means we will not stop
living,” says Potasnik. “We
will continue to write mean-
ingful chapters in our lives.”



To the editor: 
Regarding the article headlined “Smoke

Screen” (Sept. 2) and the calls for broader
testing of potential health effects of post-9-11
air, what we have not heard is why the EPA
felt it necessary not to tell the truth to New
Yorkers.

[EPAAdministrator] Christine Whitman’s
actions — and her inaction — border on the
criminal in the many months following the
tragedy. The line between informing the pub-
lic and not causing a panic is not all that fine.

When will so-called leaders learn that the
one thing we do not want to hear are false-
hoods? Whether it is from a City Council
member, the commissioner of Homeless Ser-
vices, a bishop, the EPA administrator or the
President — stop lying to us, we can take the
truth. Or do they not want to admit the truth?

— Paul Sheridan, Prospect Heights

‘24-hour’ party people
To the editor:

In response to Dan Freeman’s question
about the meaning of “24-hour community”
(“Letters,” Aug. 19), the answer is easy: We
know how much time law school students
spend in the library after classes to complete
their studies successfully and why commut-
ing is a poor alternative to living within
walking distance of their school; the students
testifying at the borough president’s hearing
said so themselves. 

As soon as the dormitory building is ready
for occupancy, presumably the students will
spend a lot more of their pocket money on
the local economy and frequent the trendy
establishments on Montague, Court and
Smith streets, so that the latter can stay open
around the clock. 

— Ursula Hahn, Downtown
To the editor:

In response to the “Dollars for Down-
town” article (Aug. 19), I must admit to feel-
ings of joy and skepticism. 

After living near Downtown Brooklyn for
nearly four years, I have recently been think-
ing about the fact that, although there are
many stores there to fill my needs, my rou-
tine has always been about going to stores A,
B and C and then leaving as soon as possi-
ble. The overall landscape of downtown is
bleak during the day and bleak during the
night, even with the successful farmer’s mar-
ket and moderately successful cineplex.

To read that community organizations will
be consulted about design at one point in the
article and then further read that the main is-
sue revolves around “rapid development and
availability of space” leads this lover of
Brooklyn to seriously questioning the direc-
tion of this future “24-hour commercial, re-
tail and residential hub.” There continues to
be a naive belief that simply having more
speculative space will improve a downtown
district. This is simply not true.

If those responsible for improving down-

town spent more time focusing on the psy-
chological and physical characteristics that
make an urban center hum, a great opportu-
nity would not be missed. There are great ex-
amples from American and European cities
where innovative pedestrian walkways, new
seating areas and new traffic patterns have
led to exciting spaces where people from dif-
ferent backgrounds mix, hang out and, yes,
buy stuff.

Brooklyn had an excellent opportunity at
being the center of a successful traffic-calm-
ing project. Unfortunately, it has been wa-
tered down to the point of minimal effective-
ness. Let us hope that whatever new
commercial direction Downtown Brooklyn
takes benefits New Yorkers who spend their
time there and encourages people to linger.

I strongly believe that a well-designed and
well-maintained space can be the foundation
for a successful environment. A successful
environment can make people better citizens.
And better citizenship would not be such a
bad thing. — Dan Silverstein, Cobble Hill

You take the train
To the editor:

Regarding tolls on the East River cross-
ings, along with my fellow Brooklynites, I
always felt that they should stay the way that
it is — free. But I might change my mind.

All of the writers that I have read sound
like they live very close to the bridge (or
bridges): I do not. I live right by the Ver-
razano-Narrows Bridge. And they speak or
allude to public transportation — the R train
is very close and it IS easy for me to take. 

I would love to be able to take the R when
going out for a night with the guys in Man-
hattan. But coming home by car takes ap-
proximately 20 minutes. Try taking the train
to 95 Street after midnight on any weekend
night. Just compare what your timing is. 

Let me give you an example. You go to
the 14th Street or Eighth Street stations [in
Manhattan] and wait, sometimes 30 min-
utes, for a train. Then you get on the train
that comes in, but it is only going to
Whitehall Street, or Canal Street. So you
have to change there for the N train (the
only one running at that time of night
since the people of Bay Ridge — and
some Staten Islanders — got shafted by
changes several years ago). Then you get
on the N train after waiting, maybe anoth-
er 20 minutes. You ride as far as 59th
Street, where you have to wait for the next
R shuttle for maybe another 20 to 30 min-
utes. But you don’t know which side of
the station that it’s going to come in on so
everyone in the know waits by the north
end of the stairs. The train comes in after
awhile and you MIGHT have to run up
the stairs to cross over to the other side to
catch the next train headed towards 95th
Street. Eventually I arrive at 95th Street! 

In the past, it has taken me as much as

2-1/2 hours to get home. And it hasn’t gotten
any better recently. So the choice is a 20-
minute car trip, or a two-plus-hour train ride.
You choose. 

Back when we had R trains that ran the
length of the line, it took half an hour to get
between my home and Manhattan. 

If we had better service on the route that
feeds the southwest end of Brooklyn, and
Staten Island’s buses, then the choice might
be simpler. Unfortunately at this point, be-
cause of the TA’s wrong-headed policies re-
garding the R train, it is not. 

So if one of the guys wants to drive: I say,
GREAT! — Richard Derespina, Bay Ridge

Leave library alone
To the editor:

A very wise adage is: “If it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it.”

Those of us dismayed at the closing of the
Bay Ridge branch of the library feel this
keenly. We now have a bookmobile so
cramped and claustrophobic that I call it the
sardine can.

Was the library in such dreadful shape that
some less drastic and long-term repairs [could
not] be made? As a patron of many years, I
found it to be a pleasant and roomy oasis, and
well cooled by the air-conditioning.

I’m told by many angry and disgruntled
folk that the bathroom was in fair shape.

We now have to traipse to distant libraries
to return any books but seven-day ones, and
some videos are non-returnable as well.

There are six very steep steps. How can
the disabled manage them in the bookmo-
bile? Two people can’t pass each other in the
narrow aisle. There is certainly, due to short-
age of space, no great selection of books, ei-
ther.

Open only four hours and on weekdays?
How are school kids and others who need li-
brary facilities going to manage?

— Lillian Rottman,  Bay Ridge
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AS AN ONLY child living
through the dark and deprived
days of World War II, I felt

neglected because I didn’t have any
relatives fighting for world peace —
and willing to bring home war sou-
venirs to me. But in my neighbors’
windows hung gold stars, a symbol
of sacrifice. Now, 60 years later, an-
other calamity struck us. Again, I
was fortunate not to know anybody
who was sacrificed in the World
Trade Center.

Until I spoke to my son, Brooks,
a photographer, that is. This is what
he wrote to me from his California
home about his friend Billy Erwin,
when they were teenagers together.

“I see history as memories —
memories that help us understand
where we came from and help us
decide where we are going. My
memories of growing up in Brook-
lyn brought me back to the group of
friends I hung out with because of a
common interest: bicycle riding.

“We never gave much thought to
the future; we just wanted to ride for-
ever. Coming from different sections
of Brooklyn, we went to different
schools, but once out of school, riding
brought us together. The guys in the
group represented different personali-
ties but the one who drew us together
was Billy Erwin.

“Billy was a person who made
everyone feel good. Everyone he
met liked him and he was a friend to
everyone he talked to. He was a guy
who would create a nickname for
everyone he met and that name
stuck. Life was fun to him. He kid-
ded skinheads and ‘guidos,’ but no
one was insulted. Somehow he be-
came part of them and they returned
the compliment.

“We toured around the country in
bicycle competitions and the people
he met reacted the same way: he sin-
gled out their traits and they under-
stood. Everyone laughed with him
and all of us felt equal. Any bad sit-
uation had a funny side. After losing
in a race, he bragged how he came
in dead last.

“He was our best friend and in-
spiration. When he moved on to oth-
er interests, the glue that held us to-
gether dissolved but we didn’t know
why. Why would he stop riding? We
couldn’t understand why he left us. 

“Maybe it was just a natural pro-
gression, but after he left we all
moved on in different directions.
Over the years, some of us would
contact each other. When we met,
Billy Erwin stories would be the
prime topic of conversation. Some-
one saw him tending bar at Captain
Walter’s in Sheepshead Bay. Some-
one else reported he had gone to
school in Plattsburgh. Billy kept
moving on, searching for his
dreams. School and a career would
help him achieve them.

“I moved out of Brooklyn but I al-
ways thought about Billy. I searched

for him on the Internet. Then I re-
ceived two phone calls the same day
in October 2001: Billy’s picture was
among those missing from the World
Trade Center. I wondered why one of
my friends worked there. Then I felt
part of my life was missing. Sudden-
ly, he became the one friend from my
past I wanted to see again. He be-
came important to me as the one per-
son that I wanted to talk to again, to
talk about life.

“Later, I discovered that Billy
worked in the south tower, for Cantor
Fitzgerald. He had recently bought a
house in New Jersey, where he lived
with his wife, Eileen, and their 3-
month-old son, Brendan. Then I real-
ized what Billy’s dream was and that
he had found it. After the initial shock,
I found I was happy for him and for
everything Billy had achieved. He
had dreamed a simple dream that
most of us overlook. And I was happy
for his happiness.”

Billy Erwin’s name never ap-
peared in the New York Times’ por-
traits of 9-11, but it was listed at the
Union Square subway station fol-
lowed by a handwritten note: “We
miss you, Billy.”

We remember him as one of the
nicest and most mature of Brooks’
friends. For years, a note was mag-
netized to our refrigerator: “Keep
this signature. I’ll be famous one
day. Billy Erwin.” Another memory
was a black-and-white photograph
taken by my son. Billy is in the air
on his bike doing a wheelie, his face
away from the camera. As a caption,
my son had written: “Have you seen
Billy Erwin?”

Now we have. 
John Manbeck was Brooklyn’s his-

torian from 1993-2001.

BROOKLYN VIEWPOINTS

T HE NEW YORK Demo-
cratic primary for gover-
nor came to a sudden,

screeching halt Monday with
Andrew Cuomo’s announce-
ment that he was dropping out
of the race against state Comp-
troller H. Carl McCall. 

The conventional wisdom
was that McCall would clean
Cuomo’s clock in the primary,
and McCall did have some se-
rious advantages over Cuomo.
He is beloved by the Democ-
ratic Party, it is impossible not
to admire the man as a human
being and, in a world where
every political move is dictat-
ed by partisan considerations,
McCall actually does things
because they are right. (Unlike
Cuomo and Pataki, he has ap-
peared on my shows on public
radio for years, facing ques-
tions that would have made
others very nervous.)

McCall has toiled in the
vineyards for years, helping lo-
cal governments around New
York make sense of their tan-
gled finances. His stewardship
of the state pension fund has
been exemplary to the point
that so much money has been
raised that local governments
have not had to make their
contributions for many years.
His audits have been effective
but never partisan, and up until
this campaign, the McCall-
Pataki relationship has been
professional. Of course, all
bets will be off in that depart-
ment in an election. 

Cuomo was stymied in the
primary campaign because his
message and basic reasons for
running against McCall were
unclear. Cuomo chose to con-
test McCall, the first African-
American to get close to the
governorship, despite the fact
that for years in New York,
white politicians have been ask-
ing the substantial and crucial
black minority to vote for them.
This was to be payback time
and with near unanimity, the
Democratic Party responded.
They did it because McCall is a
wonderful man and because it
was the right thing to do. Why
Andrew Cuomo didn’t see that
coming I will never know. I’m
not nearly as smart as the Cuo-
mos are and I tried to warn
them. My remarks were any-
thing but welcome. 

Cuomo’s greatest weakness
was what the pollsters called his
“negatives.” Consequently, the
more negative Cuomo became
about McCall, the more people
perceived the younger Cuomo
as a negative player. The rumors
out of the Cuomo camp that An-
drew would be going negative
on McCall in the final days of
the campaign further increased
the perception of Cuomo as a
negative character. 

When the Democratic con-
vention turned to McCall, Cuo-

mo’s strategy became, “I’m the
outsider and running against the
party.” This from a man who
took the credit for running his
father’s campaigns and who
everyone knew was a major
power in Mario Cuomo’s ad-
ministrations. The residue of
Papa Cuomo’s contentious rela-
tionship with the Democratic
Party has, like the proverbial
chicken, come home to roost. 

Mario Cuomo was actually
the best thing that Andrew had
going for him in the campaign
but the younger Cuomo didn’t
know how to play it. While
Papa was kept around, Andrew
seemed to want it both ways;
the connection with dad but the
idea that he was his own man. 

That is exactly the kind of
thing that will kill you. His
message should have been,
“This is my dad and I’m proud
of him.” Only when the polls
began to turn against Andrew
did you see the embrace. Too
late. If Cuomo won the pri-
mary, black voters in this state
would never have forgotten it.  

Men like Sen. Chuck
Schumer and Attorney General
Elliot Spitzer did what was
right, they endorsed McCall
and stayed with him, even
when the polls were pes-
simistic about his chances. The
Clintons, who had been sup-
ported by McCall in the black
community, should have done
better but began to cover their
bets when the tide turned in
the polls. Then the New York
Times and the Daily News, the
two major powers in the New
York press, endorsed McCall. 

Now that McCall has it
wrapped up, he can expect his
polls to rise to the point that
this election will become a
contest as people see what a
smart, well-meaning man he
is. Americans are not racist
when you offer them a decent
man who is fair and can do the
job. That is exactly what has
happened in the case of Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell,
who polls show to be one of
the most popular men in the
Bush administration. 

Carl McCall, ordained minis-
ter, former Board of Education
president, former public televi-
sion executive, former United
Nations ambassador, former
state senator and superb comp-
troller has the ability to govern
fairly, and the people know it.
He may not be able to overtake
Pataki but it will turn out to be a
very close election. 

As for Andrew Cuomo, he
has to help McCall in every way
possible now. If he doesn’t, his
career in politics may be over. 

Alan S. Chartock is the execu-
tive publisher of The Legislative
Gazette, a weekly newspaper
about New York government.

ALAN S. CHARTOCK

CAPITOL CONNECTION

Better man
is still in race

Attention all pols: Stop lying to us

JOHN MANBECK

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING

I once knew Billy Erwin
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FOUR SCORE and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth
upon this continent a new na-

tion, conceived in liberty, and dedicat-
ed to the proposition that all men are
created equal. 

NOW WE ARE ENGAGED in
a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any

nation so conceived and so dedicated,
can long endure. We are met on a great
battlefield of that war. We have come
to dedicate a portion of that field as a
final resting place for those who here
gave their lives that that nation might
live. It is altogether fitting and proper
that we should do this. 

BUT, IN A LARGER SENSE,
we cannot dedicate — we
cannot consecrate — we can-

not hallow — this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here have consecrated it far above our
poor power to add or to detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here. 

I T IS FOR US, THE LIVING,
rather to be dedicated here to the
unfinished work which they who

fought here have thus far so nobly ad-
vanced. It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining
before us — that from these honored
dead we take increased devotion to
that cause for which they gave the last
full measure of devotion: that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain; that this nation, un-
der God, shall have a new birth of
freedom: and that government of the
people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth.

Lincoln's Gettysburg Address
November 19, 1863, on the battlefield
near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

Never forget.
Never again.

Brooklyn Viewpoints, The Brooklyn Papers’ opinion page,
wants to know what you have to say about our coverage, and
about your community.

By E-Mail: Letters@BrooklynPapers.com • By Fax: (718) 834-9278
By mail: Letters,The Brooklyn Papers, 26 Court St., Brooklyn, NY 11242 

Please sign your correspondence and include your address and phone num-
ber for verification. Letters may be edited for space and clarity.
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Send us a letter

Quoteof the week
“We would like to live as we once lived, but

history will not permit it.”

—John Fitzgerald Kennedy
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