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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Get ready to start rocking 
around the clock tower. 
 The landmark ground floor 
of the Williamsburgh Savings 
Bank building will open in 
September as a sumptuous ca-
tering hall for weddings, bar 
mitzvahs and high-end spe-
cial events. 
 A Manhattan events man-
ager is the new tenant in the 
opulent former bank branch in 
the historic 37-story skyscraper 
in Fort Greene, currently the 
tallest building in Brooklyn.
 “The space is phenomenal 
— the pride of Brooklyn,” said 
Jennifer Blumin of Skyline Stu-
dios, referring to the “Clock-

tower at One Hanson,” a name 
that reflects the building’s ac-
tual address at 1 Hanson Pl., 
though the party room is not 
in the clocktower itself.
 The 1927 building with its 
warren of dentists’ offices in 
the upper floors underwent a 
conversion to luxury housing 
by Magic Johnson’s real-estate 
company, while the ground 
floor has tempted Apple, Mi-
crosoft and national booksell-
ers — all of whom shied away 
because the lofty interior of 
the former bank is protected 
from almost any alteration by 
its landmark status. 
 That means the vaulted ceil-
ings with images of the night 
sky, a mosaic of colonial New 

York on the wall, wooden bank 
teller stations and marble ta-
bles will be untouched. 
 Prices start at $15,000 to 
book your nuptials or corporate 
Christmas party in the Clock-
tower, but there will be other 
“Brooklyn-sensitive prices” for 
other events, Blumin said.
 “We want to keep that 
neighborhood feel in place,” 
she said. “We want it to be ac-
cessible to people who want 
to be in Brooklyn.” 
 The city Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission said Blu-
min doesn’t need to present her 
plans unless she wants to mod-
ify the space, most recently an 
HSBC branch.

GET MARRIED HERE — FOR $15K!

POWERFUL LOBBY: The grand former bank space in the ground floor of the Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank tower will soon be available for parties and weddings.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 In a twist that could be disastrous 
for Bruce Ratner, New York’s high-
est court surprised many and agreed 
to hear an appeal that the state has 
illegally used its power of eminent 
domain to spearhead the embat-
tled $4.9-billion Atlantic 
Yards project.  
 Previous eminent do-
main cases have gone 
well for Ratner, but even 
if he wins this court bat-
tle — this time in the 
Court of Appeals — de-
lays from this round of lit-
igation means that he could 
lose the bigger war.  
 To qualify for tax-ex-
empt financing that could 
save him millions, Ratner must 
begin construction by Dec. 31 on the 
Barclays Center, now a $772-million 
basketball arena no longer designed 
by Frank Gehry. Also on the line is 
the British bank’s agreement to pay 
$400 million to have its name on 
the Nets’ now-generic future home 
court, another deal that turns into a 
pumpkin at the end of this year. 
 The high court’s decision on Mon-
day to hear the case from property own-
ers in the Atlantic Yards footprint — 

who are seeking to prevent the Empire 
State Development Corporation from 
condemning their land and turning it 
over to Ratner — surprised many peo-
ple, including Ratner himself. 
 In May, Ratner said after a unani-
mous lower court victory in the same 
case that “this is really the last hur-

dle, and now we can do what our 
company does best and build an 

arena and houses,” the Daily 
News reported. 
   On Tuesday, a spokes-
man for Ratner expressed 
confidence that Court 
of Appeals would also 
rule in favor of the devel-

oper, and said the company 
would “be in construction 

before the end of the year.” 
 The main Atlantic Yards 

opposition group, Develop Don’t De-
stroy Brooklyn, argues that the state 
Constitution prohibits the use of em-
inent domain for any project that in-
cludes luxury housing, though that 
argument did fail earlier this year. 
 “This case provides an opportunity 
for the Court to continue its proud 
tradition of interpreting this state’s 
Constitution in a manner that affords 
more protection to individual rights 
and liberties,” said plaintiffs’ lawyer 
Matthew Brinckerhoff.  

Court ordered 
State will hear Yards case

By Thomas Nocera
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Now we know what the “R” 
and the “N” stands for in the 
names of two of Brooklyn’s 
key subway lines: “Rancid” and 
“Nasty.”
 That news comes from the 
Straphangers Campaign’s lat-
est survey of subway cleanli-
ness (or lack thereof), which 
found that the R and N trains 
have clean scores of 25 and 29 
percent respectively — the two 
worst lines in the entire subway 
system, according to the transit 
watchdog group.
 Surprise? Not to 
regular riders on 
the second-class 
routes.
 “They’re both 

are a huge comedown. Only last 
year, the R train had a 45-per-
cent score and the N was ranked 
63 percent clean.
 A Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority spokesman did not re-
pudiate the Straphangers findings, 
but blamed budget cuts for “un-
evenness in results across the 
lines.” 
 The spokesman said that main-
taining high ranks across the 
whole system would require about 
400 new employees — something 
the spokesman called “extremely 
unlikely.”
 There was some good news 
for Brooklyn riders in the report: 
the D train was ranked 80 percent 
clean, the best in the borough and 
the second best in the system.
 And systemwide, the Strap-
hangers report found a slight over-
all improvement, 57 percent up 
from 50 percent last year.

nasty!” said Joey McPhail, Bay 
Ridge resident and frequent rider 
of both trains. “The reports def-
initely got it right.”
 R-train rider Nina Zaragoza 
also finds her commute from Bay 
Ridge, “disgusting,” she said.
 “It’s dirty all the time, full 
of papers, empty bottles, urine,” 
added Zaragoza, who runs a tu-
toring agency.
 For her, there was only one 
bright side to the filth: a few years 
ago, she encouraged her students to 
write a play about the subway sys-
tem — and the kids wrote a story 
called “Stuck on the R Train.”

 Rankings are compiled after 
an up-or-down rating of each 
car as “clean” or “dirty” by a 
Straphangers volunteer. The 

score reflects the percentage 
of cars that appeared clean.

 This year’s ranking 
for the R and N 

R and N trains rated filthiest in the system

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A proposal to sell the nam-
ing rights of the someday-to-re-
open McCarren Park Pool has put 
a long-deceased state Senator in 
the fight of his afterlife.
 In an effort to bolster its dwin-
dling general fund, the city is 
considering charging a cool $3 
million to rename the pool — po-
tentially snubbing late 19th- and 
early 20th-century state Sen. Pat-
rick Henry McCarren (D-Green-
point), whose works may be long-
forgotten, but whose name has 

become synonymous with good 
times and the now-defunct rock 
and roll pool parties.
 As such, North Brooklynites 
are rallying to keep make sure 
that the McCarren Pool doesn’t 
become the McDonald’s Pool.
 “This is not a rootless com-
munity that just sprang up,” said 
Williamsburg resident Mikki Hal-
pin, whose organization Pool Aid 
launched a petition drive online 
that already has 165 signatures, 
plus collected hundreds more on 
the street. “We have a history, and 
we are seeing it just torn down 

before our eyes everyday.”
 Opponents of the plan — 
which was first reported in our 
older sister publication, the New 
York Post — claim that remov-
ing McCarren’s name from the 
pool would be an attack on Green-
point’s past.
  “He is an important guy, he is 
a benefactor to this community, 
and he deserves to have his name 
on the institutions he worked to 
create,” she said.
 McCarren — who passed away 
in 1909 — might be best remem-
bered for the park that bears his 

name, but during his time in Al-
bany from he also lobbied for the 
construction of the Williamsburg 
Bridge.
 Opponents often criticized Mc-
Carren for being in the pockets 
of big oil and big sugar — ma-
jor Williamsburg and Greenpoint 
industries at the time — but he 
was celebrated by Brooklynites 
and Tammany pols for winning 
Democratic votes in the historic 
elections of 1903, for which he 
was praised by then Mayor-elect 
George McClellan as a man of 
“untiring efforts and unswerv-

ing Democracy.”
 So far, the city has not decided 
definitively whether or not it will 
sell the pool’s naming rights, and 
a request for proposals has not yet 
been issued, according to Parks 
spokesman Phil Abramson. 
 This isn’t the first time a leg-
endary Brooklynite has had his 
name erased from a city park.
 Former Borough President 
J.J. Byrne had his name stripped 
from a Park Slope greenspace last 
year in favor often-defeated Rev-
olutionary War General George 
Washington.

Protesters demand that Patrick Henry McCarren keep his pool

NO SURPRISE: A transit watchdog 
group has ranked the R and N trains 
the filthiest in the city. Here’s why.
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Borough President Markowitz endorsed Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio for public advocate on Monday. For the full 
story, head over to BrooklynPaper.com
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Emily Gallagher (left) and Mikki Halpin are protesting a 
proposal to sell the naming rights to McCarren Pool.
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DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

SUPERFUND 
COUNTDOWN

(As of Friday, July 3)

 The Environmental Protection 
Agency has extended the public-
comment period regarding its 
proposal to designate the Gow-
anus Canal as a federal Super-
fund site to July 8. To submit your 
comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm.

5

SUPERFIGHT
Gowanus battle down to wire

Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Gowanus Canal is in 
an unusual position of hav-
ing two governments bit-

ations from Congress.
 Bolstering the case for 
the Superfund option was 
an admission on Tuesday 
from Caswell Holloway, 
chief of staff to Deputy 
Mayor Ed Skyler, that de-
spite the Superfund desig-
nation, the city can still pro-
ceed with $175-million of 
water quality improvements 
to meet the standards of the 
Clean Water Act. 
 Since April, when the 
EPA signaled it wanted to 
remove the toxic sediment 
on the floor of the canal, 
the city has said a Super-
fund cleanup might be in-
compatible with this work 

terly fighting for the right 
to clean the horribly toxic 
waterway — and both Mayor 
Bloomberg and the federal 
Environmental Protection 

Agency are upping the 
rhetoric with less than 
a week left in the pub-
lic debate.
 The EPA favors 
adding the infamous 
canal to its Super-
fund program, which 
was started in 1980 
and has had mixed 
results at forcing pol-
luters to pay for the 
cleanup of contami-
nated sites. The city 
says it can do the job 
cheaper and quicker 
with an untested ini-
tiative that relies on 
voluntary cooperation 
from polluters and un-
precedented appropri-

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Food fight!
 At the request of Bay Ridge 
merchants and neighbors, Com-
munity Board 10 is pushing the 
city to ban street food carts from 
the bustling business district on 

86th Street between Fourth Ave-
nue and Fort Hamilton Parkway, as 
well as Fourth and Fifth avenues 
between 84th and 88th streets.
 Non-food venders are already 
barred from the busy commercial 
spines.
 “It’s really becoming an issue 
for small businesses,” said CB10 

District Manager Josephine Beck-
mann, who told The Brooklyn Pa-
per that her office has been flooded 
with complaints about the meat and 
produce peddlers. “Our small mom 
and pop stores are now competing 
with these vendors on the corner — 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Talk about soaking the tour-
ists!
 One of the borough’s most-
beckoning attractions — the glo-
rious view of the Brooklyn Bridge 
from the foot of Old Fulton Street 
in DUMBO — also has one of the 
borough’s most egregious tour-
ist traps: an ATM with exorbi-
tant a $3.99 service fee!

 The cash machine outside 
Pete’s Downtown Restaurant 
on Old Fulton Street and near 
popular destinations like Grimal-
di’s pizzeria, the River Cafe, Em-
pire-Fulton Ferry State Park, the 
Brooklyn Flea and, of course, the 
classic bridge, wallops custom-
ers like a kick in the keyster. 
 “It’s insane,” said Ken Oer-
tel, a Californian feeling swin-

DUMBO ATM charges $3.99

Ridge seeks to 86 vendors

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Elyes Muileh, 
a food vendor on 86th Street in Bay 
Ridge, opposes a plan to boot him.
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NO-ARM BANDIT: Tourist 
Ken Oer tel gets soaked.
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See VENDORS on page 9

See ATM on page 9 See GOWANUS, page 9
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Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

HEALTH, MIND
 & BODY

DENTISTS

WE CAN GIVE YOU
A GREAT SMILE!

CARROLL GARDENS DENTAL ASSOC.
DR. RICHARD A. ROSEN

BROOKLYN’S PREMIER IMPLANT
& COSMETIC DENTAL CENTER

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!

ere are the only statistics that matter: 73 pitches, 
41 for strikes, zero pain and one big meal for 
his Cyclone teammates.

 That was the linescore for injured Met starter Ol-
iver Perez’s five innings of nearly perfect pitching 
for the Clones on Sunday night, when Perez joined 
the team as part of his rehabilitation back to the ma-
jors.
 Cyclone pitchers hoped to get some real face time 
with the sporadically brilliant lefty, but like most re-
habbing major leaguers, Perez showed up just before 
game time, warmed up and did his job — striking 
out six and walking only one in five solid innings.
 But after the 
game, Perez fol-
lowed another 
important Cy-
clone tradition: 
the Met million-
aire treated his 
Class-A team-
mates to a post-game dinner at Gargiulo’s, across 
the street from Keyspan Park.
 And the pitching staff appreciated having him 
around.
 “He’s a cool guy. Completely normal,” said reliever 
Erik Turgeon. “He got along with the team great, gave 
us confidence. He never tried to tell us how to do our 
jobs. Just talked to us normally, about fishing, food. 
Normal conversation.”
 Coach Joel Fuentes echoed Turgeon and other pitch-
ers’ comments that Perez was no show-off during his 
trip to the lowest level of professional baseball.
 “He was supportive of the team like no other per-
son — an unbelievable guy,” Fuentes said. “Always 
confident, and you need that on a team, especially 
with young kids. He didn’t teach them any pitching 
tricks, but he showed them how a big leaguer acts — 
and that’s more important.”
 Perez was pretty pleased with his hour in a Cy-
clone uniform.
 “I’m really happy,” Perez told reporters after the 
game, saying that his knee “felt 100 percent.”
 “I’m excited to get [back to the majors] and be with 
my team, and try to help them and do what I have to 
do.”
 That’s something Met fans need to hear right now. 
The team has been so decimated by injuries that it 
can’t get any momentum.
 But a major league team’s loss is a minor-league 
squad’s gain. Other Mets are expected to make re-
hab starts soon for the Cyclones — not that a team 
that’s batting nearly .300 and has a league-leading 
staff earned run average of 1.72 needs any help.
 “They could tell me that I’ve got [Jose] Reyes to-
morrow,” said Pedro Lopez, manager of the 9–2 Cy-
clones. “And I’d say, ‘That’s great, but I might not start 
him because [Luis] Nieves is playing so well.’”

of the

STORMEYE The world’s best Cyclones coverage

Cyclones 10
Renegades 3
Wednesday, June 24, at 
Hudson Valley
 For the second straight 
night, the Cyclones pounded 
the Renegades with a 12-hit 
barrage and awesome start-
ing pitching.
 Starter James Fuller gave 
up just three hits in his six in-
nings. The only blemish was 
a leadoff triple in the sixth 
and then a passed ball that 
led to a run.
 The Cyclones’ big blows 
came in the fourth, when six 
Brooklynites scored.
 Nicholas Giarraputo 
started the action with a sin-
gle and, after an error, Luis 
Rivera loaded the bases with 
a single of his own.
 After a wild pitch plated 
one, Alexander Gregory 
knocked in two more with 
a double. Luis Nieves fol-
lowed with a two-bagger of 
his own, knocking in two 
more. A final run scored on 
Matt Bouchard’s single.
 Gregory later scored on a 
sacrifice fly in the sixth af-

RIDIN’ THE  
CYCLONES
By Gersh Kuntzman

ter his leadoff triple.
 Back-to-back doubles by 
Bouchard and Sam Honeck 
in the seventh added another 
run, and two more came in in 
the ninth, thanks to more dou-
bles by Bouchard (who was 
4-for-5 on the night, with three 
doubles) and Rivera (2-for-5). 
Gregory was also 3-for-5.
 The win raised the Cy-
clones’ record to a division-
leading 4–1. The team travels 
to Aberdeen for a three-game 
series with the pesky Iron-
birds.

Cyclones 8
Ironbirds 2
Thursday, June 25, at 
Aberdeen
 Opening a three-game 
set with the Aberdeen Iron-
birds, Cyclone starter Col-
lin McHugh (2–0, 1.64 ERA) 
gave up just three hits and 
struck out six in six shutout 
innings.
 The Cyclone barrage be-
gan in the fourth, with a run 
scoring on Nicholas Giarra-
puto’s SAC fly.
 In the next inning, Luis 

Rivera led off with a dou-
ble and later scored on Doc 
Doyle’s single.
 The Cyclones put it out 
of reach in the sixth, with 
three runs, thanks to a Matt 
Bouchard triple, a Sam Ho-
neck RBI single, a Luis Rivera 
RBI single and then a Nicho-
las Santomauro RBI triple.
 In the Cyclone eighth, three 
more runs came in, though 
most of the blame lied with 
Aberdeen pitching (a walk, 
two wild pitches and a hit bat-
ter don’t help). With the bases 
loaded, Santomauro singled 
in two.
 On the night, Bouchard 
(who is batting .440) was 
3-for-5, and Santomauro 
had three RBIs.

Cyclones 9
Ironbirds 2
Friday, June 26, at Aberdeen
 Mammoth bats and strong 
arms continued to be the for-
mula, as the division-lead-
ing Cyclones won their fifth 
straight.
 Ralph Henriquez got the 
Brooks on the first in the sec-
ond with a solo shot. And the 
Cyclones really melted the 
Ironbirds with three more 
in the fifth — two of which 
scored on Luis Nieves’s first 
homer of the year.
 Two more runs came in 

during the eighth, thanks to 
a Matt Bouchard SAC fly and 
a wild pitch.
 Nieves added two more 
RBIs to his night with a 
bases-loaded single in the 
ninth. Matt Bouchard fol-
lowed that with another RBI 
single.
 Juan Centano and Nieves 
were both 3-for-4 on the 
night.
 Starter Mark Cohoon (2–0, 
2.25 ERA) was strong for the 
second-straight outing, scat-
tering just three hits over 
seven innings. Matias Car-
illo and Michael Powers each 
had no-hit innings in relief.

Cyclones 2
Ironbirds 4
Saturday, June 27, at 
Aberdeen
 All good things must pass 
— and in the Cyclones case, it 
was the offense. The mighty 
Clones managed just four hits 
— and three of them came in 
the fourth inning, when Mat-
thew Gaski, Matt Bouchard 
and Luis Rivera all got on.
 Starter Angel Cuan had his 
second rough outing, but he 
actually wasn’t that bad, giv-
ing up all four Ironbird runs 
in the third, yielding two dou-
bles and three singles.
 He took the loss, making 
him 0-2 with a 6.75 ERA.

 Relievers Mike Lynn, Mike 
Johnson and Sam Martinez 
were great, but the Cyclones 
only managed one hit — a 
two-out single in the ninth — 
after that explosive fourth.

Renegades 3
Cyclones 13
Sunday, June 28, at Keyspan 
Park
 Wounded Met starter Ol-
iver Perez dazzled over five 
innings, yielding just two hits, 
striking out six and, most im-
portant, walking just one, set-
ting the pace for a huge Cy-
clone win. It was Perez’s first 
outing since landing on the 
DL on May 6 with tendini-
tis in his knee.
 Hudson Valley did make 
three errors on the night — 
and gave up three unearned 
runs — but the Cyclones re-
turned to their double-digit 
hitting with 10 on the night.
 The Cyclones scored two 
in the first, one on an error 
and another on a SAC fly by 
Nicholas Giarraputo.
 Two more runs scored in 
the second on a force out and 
a John Servidio SAC fly.
 But the big blows came 
in the fourth, thanks to Ser-
vidio’s grand slam, the cen-
terfielder’s second on the 
year.
 And the Cyclones weren’t 
done yet: In the bottom of the 
sixth, Giarraputo hit an RBI 
double, Ralph Henriquez fol-
lowed with an RBI single and 
Luis Rivera capped the rally 
with a two-run triple.
 All of the Renegade runs 
scored after Perez was re-
lieved by Erik Turgeon, who 
gave up three hits in his one 
inning of work. But Wesley 
Wrenn closed the door with 
three no-hit innings to get 
his first save.

Cyclones 9
Renegades 1
Monday, June 29, at Hudson 
Valley
 Another double-digit hit-
ting barrage, coupled with 
stellar starting pitching, pro-
vided the formula for the Cy-
clones’ eighth win in their 
first 10 games.
 Starter Brandon Moore (2-
0, .64 ERA) scattered three 
hits and struck out nine in 
seven innings of work, giv-
ing up a run in the first in-
ning and little else.
 But the Cyclones erased 
that deficit in the fourth, with 
a Luis Rivera RBI triple.
 Three straight singles by 
Matt Bouchard, Sam Honeck 
and Nicholas Giarraputo led 
to a run in the sixth. Another 
single later in the inning by 
Dock Doyle plated another.
 Two more runs came in 
during the visiting seventh 
on singles by Bouchard and 
Honeck.
 And four runs scored in 
the ninth — two on Giarrapu-

to’s double and two more on 
Alex Gregory’s two-out sin-
gle. Giarraputo was 2-for-5 on 
the night with three RBIs.
 Reliever Lance Hoge was 
unhittable in two innings.
 Cyclone hitting continues 
to amaze. The team is batting 
a league-leading .282 and has 
had nine or more hits in six 
of their eight wins.
 Brooklyn has had 71 runs 
so far — 36 more than the 
second-highest run-produc-
ing team, Mahoning Valley 
(and the Scrappers have 
played one more game!).
 But it hasn’t been all hit-
ting; the Cyclones also have 
the third-lowest ERA in the 
league: 1.91 as a squad.

Cyclones 3
Renegades 1
Tuesday, June 30, at Keyspan 
Park
 The Clones got on the 
board first, scoring two in 
the fourth on a Nicholas Gi-
arraputo RBI double and a 
Doc Doyle RBI single.
 Sam Honeck capped the 
Cyclone scoring with a SAC 
fly in the fifth.
 Starter James Fuller (2–0, 
.69 ERA) went seven innings, 
giving up just one run, which 
scored with the help of an er-
ror by catcher Juan Centano. 
Fuller gave up eight hits over-
all.
 Reliever Matias Carrillo 
was lights out in the eighth, 
and closer Michael Powers 
got his first save of the year 
with a one-hit ninth.
 The win put the Cyclones 
four-and-a-half games ahead 
of second place Aberdeen in 
the New York–Penn League’s 
McNamara Division.

Cyclones 4
Valley Cats 3
Wednesday, July 1, at Key-
span Park
 The first of three Tri-City 
errors led to the first Cyclone 
run in the bottom of the first. 
John Servidio led off the in-
ning with a single, but got sec-
ond on an error. He later scored 
on a single by Sam Honeck.
 In the bottom of the third, 
Servidio led off with his third 
homer of the year. After an-
other Honeck single, Ralph 
Henriquez knocked him in 
with an RBI double. And Hen-
riquez scored on a Luis Ri-
vera single.
 Starter Collin McHugh 
raised his record to 3–0, 
though he was not his invicible 
self, yielding three runs in his 
six innings of work — but he 
also struck out eight.
 Relievers Sam Martinez, 
Matias Carrillo and Mike 
Powers closed it out with three 
innings of shutout ball.
 The win raised the Cy-
clones’ record to a league-best 
10–2 and put the Brooks in 
first place by five games.
 And it’s still early!

Starting pitcher Jim Fuller lowered his ERA to .69 
in the Cyclones 3–1 win on Tuesday night.
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NEXT STOP, CITI FIELD?: Injured Met starter 
Oliver Perez pitched well in his rehab start 
with the Brooklyn Cyclones on Sunday night.
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AND HE’S … SAFE! Sam Honeck slides and gets past Renegade catcher Mayobanex Acosta (who was out of position, frankly) on a key play in the fourth in-
ning of the Cyclones’ 3–1 win on Tuesday night. The Cyclones’ 10–2 start is the team’s best opening run ever.
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By Jacob Kleinman
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Nurses at Brooklyn Hos-
pital took to the street on 
Wednesday morning to de-
mand a larger nursing staff 
and an increase in the Fort 
Greene medical center’s 
“terrible” nurse-to-patient 
ratio. 
 The nurses’ contract — 
which requires one nurse for 
each six patients — expired 
on Tuesday, and the unionized 
nurses picketed along DeKalb 
Avenue the next day.
 “The contract demands a 
one-to-six ratio, but we’ve 
never been able to get that,” 
said Joyce Cacave-Anderson, 
a nurse who has worked at 
the hospital for 32 years. She 
said the nurse-to-patient ra-
tio is anywhere from one-to-
eight to one-to-12.
 “Some days, the nurses are 
so stressed out that they don’t 
even eat lunch,” she added. 
“It’s terrible.”

Nurses: Give us 
more nurses!

 Hospital President Rich-
ard Becker has promised that 
he is working towards a new 
contract that would improve 
patient care.
 “We have proposed wage 
increases that are tied to pa-
tient satisfaction, unrelated to 
nurse staffing ratios,” Becker 

wrote in a memo to the hos-
pital’s staff on Wednesday.
 Last March, the same 
union picketed in front of 
New York Methodist Hos-
pital in Park Slope, demand-
ing the same changes after 
nurses’ contracts there ex-
pired.

Nurses rallied for, well, more nurses at Brooklyn 
Hospital on Wednesday.
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By Jacob Kleinman
The Brooklyn Paper

 After a long dreary spring of rain, the 
public pools are open. Here’s where you 
should take the plunge:
 • Sunset Park Pool [Seventh Avenue be-
tween 41st and 44th streets, (718) 965-6578]. 
Olympic sized. Open every day from 7:30 
am to 7 pm. Closed from 3 to 4 pm.
 • Double D Pool [Douglass Street be-
tween Third Avenue and Nevins Street in 
Boerum Hill. (718) 625-3268]. Open ev-
ery day from 11 am to 7 pm. Closed from 

3 to 4 pm.
 • Red Hook Pool [Bay Street between 
Clinton and Henry streets, (718) 722-3211]. 
Olympic sized. Open every day from 11 
am to 7 pm. Closed from 3 to 4 pm.
 • Commodore Barry Pool [N. Elliot Place 
at Flushing Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
243-2593]. Open every day from 11 am–7 
pm. Closed from 3–4 pm.
 Unfortunately, former Brooklyn Paper 
intern Sebastian Kahnert (above) is no lon-
ger gracing our public ponds, but you’ll 
still have fun.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Sometimes, it’s so good that no embel-
lishments are needed.
 The latest example came on Thursday, 
when Councilman Domenic Recchia (D–
Coney Island) was the first of our elected 
officials to issue a statement after the tragic 
news earlier in the day. Here is that state-
ment in its entirety:
 “STATEMENT FROM COUNCILMAN 
DOMENIC M. RECCHIA, JR., CHAIRMAN 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL 
AFFAIRS, ON THE DEATHS OF FARRAH 
FAWCETT AND MICHAEL JACKSON
 “Today, we lost two cultural icons. Farrah 

Fawcett was a critically acclaimed, award-
winning actress whose career continues to 
inform actresses, both young and old. Mi-
chael Jackson was one of the most promi-
nent musicians of the modern era. He sold 
more than 750 millions records and influ-
enced every genre of music.
 “As chairman of the City Council’s Com-
mittee on Cultural Affairs, I would like to 
express my thanks, for the impact they’ve 
had on their respective fields and the cul-
tural community at large, as well as offer 
my prayers to their families, their friends 
and their legions of fans.”
 And you said there was no Brooklyn an-
gle on the deaths.

Domenic Recchia mourns Farrah, Jacko
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By Jacob Kleinman
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Everyone knows that Bush-
wick has arrived — but will 
the shoppers follow?
 The developer of a project 
that will bring 20 new shops 
to the often-hyped, but still 
largely underdeveloped, neigh-
borhood certainly hopes so.
 “The area still is a gamble,” 
admitted Israel Hirsch, vice 
president of Bushburg Prop-
erties, whose building, The 
Loom, is on Thames Street 
near Flushing Avenue. “But 
we put a lot of money into the 
space, as well as a lot of time, 
effort and aggravation. Hope-
fully it will be worth it.”
 If The Loom’s soft open-
ing on May 9 was any indica-
tion, it definitely was. Hirsch 
says the building was packed 
with locals who finished 25 
kegs of beer by 11 pm. 
 “We had to close at 1 am,” 
he said. “But no one wanted 
to leave.”
 The company is hoping 
that The Loom will spark the 
creation of a new neighbor-
hood with one foot in the un-
derdeveloped Bushwick and 
another in the gentrified East 
Williamsburg. This spirit is 
spelled out in the company’s 
name, Bushburg.
 The building has been 
transformed from an old pil-
low factory into what Bush-
burg Properties hopes will be 
an eclectic mix of local off-
beat stores. Above the mini-
mall are several floors of lofts, 
which have already filled up, 

but only around 30 percent of 
The Loom’s storefronts, which 
go for about $1,500 a month 
for spaces that range from 600 
to more than 1,000 square feet, 
have been rented so far.
 Bushburg President Joseph 
Hoffman said chain compa-
nies, including McDonald’s, 
approached him to rent out 
large portions of the build-
ing. But he rejected inqui-
ries from such large chains, 
prefering smaller, start-up 
businesses that will allow him 
to divide the mall into many 
small storefronts — similar 
to the example set by Mayer 
Schwartz, whose Bedford Mini 
Mall in Williamsburg used the 

same formula.
 Kirby Desmarais, who 
lives a few blocks from The 
Loom and plans to open Wa-
ter Tower Decks and Ink, a 
tattoo and skateboard shop, 
is exited about the space and 
hopes that it will bring new 
life to the neighborhood, 
where’s she’s lived for sev-
eral years.
 “We want to give younger 
teenage kids who can’t go to 
bars a place to hang out,” said 
Desmarais. 
 The Loom’s courtyard, 
with European style cobble-
stone, ivy, trees, free WiFi, 
and benches to lounge on, 
may prove to be just the 

right space for the under-21 
crowd, that is if the post-teens 
aren’t bothered by the smell of 
Waste Management’s Varick 
Street transfer station just a 
few blocks away. 
 Desmarais noted that the 
neighborhood has changed re-
cently, and said she was con-
cerned that the new hipster 
destination would expedite 
gentrication.
 But the tattoo enthusiast 
may be getting ahead of her-
self. There’s still plenty of heavy 
lifting to do before The Loom 
can open for business, and if 
Hoffman can’t fill all those 
storefronts he may wish he had 
accepted McDonald’s offer.

BUSHWICK

GOWANUS

CARROLL GARDENS

Kirby Desmarais will soon open a tattoo and skateboard shop in The Loom, 
which developers hope will become a trendy mini-mall in Bushwick.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The proposed Sponge Park along 
the banks of the fetid Gowanus 
Canal is finally living up to its 
name in one way: it’s soaking up 
federal money.
 A pilot version of the park, whose 
name actually refers to how it will 
employ vegetation that would re-
tain water and prevent sewer over-
flows on rainy days, is looking like 
a go, thanks to a cool $300,000 
earmark sponsored by Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez (D–Carroll Gardens).
 “It would be a great amenity 
for the city,” said Susannah Drake, 
an architect. The Sponge Park is 
the brainchild of her design firm, 
dlandstudio, and the Gowanus Ca-
nal Conservancy. “The water is 
dirty and we have to start clean-
ing it up incrementally.”
 The House appropriation isn’t 
enough to build a full-sized green-
way alongside the infamous Lav-
ender Lake, but it might be enough 
for a one-block esplanade. The de-
signers say that plant life can reduce 
runoff into the canal as well as suck 
toxins out of the stagnant estuary.
 “This project would create 
much-needed public space, while 

addressing ongoing environmental 
concerns. Cleaning up the Gow-
anus Canal will never be effective 
if we don’t also come up with so-
lutions like the Sponge Park that 
prevent future contamination,” Ve-
lazquez said in a statement.
 Velazquez’s earmark now awaits 
Senate approval. 
 The daring idea to convert one 
of Brooklyn’s most polluted waste-
lands into an innovative park was 
unveiled over a year ago. Since 
then, the Conservancy has been 
courting the city for its support 
and several agencies have signaled 
their interest in the project.
 But the political landscape has 
shifted since the Sponge Park idea 
was born. Now, the city and federal 
government are locked in a debate 
about how to clean the Gowanus. 
 The Environmental Protection 
Agency favors declaring the foul 
canal a Superfund site, a program 
that would force polluters, often with 
lengthy court battles, to pay for the 
bulk of the cleanup. The city argues 
it can do the work faster through its 
own proposal, an untested approach 
of voluntary cooperation from pollut-
ers and funding from the US Army 
Corps of Engineers.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The rush to restrict build-
ing heights on 86 blocks of 
Carroll Gardens and the Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront Dis-
trict moved forward last week 
when the Community Board 
6 Land Use Committee ap-
proved height limits on new 
construction in the historic 
brownstone neighborhoods.
 The plan has widespread 
support of residents who 
mobilized in recent years 
when real-estate develop-
ers planned a spate of tall 
and bulky new edifices for 
the neighborhood. 
 “The community spoke 
with a fairly unified voice and 
no one actually seemed to ob-

ject to the overall acknowl-
edgement that the neighbor-
hood was worth protecting 
through a contextual rezon-
ing,” said Craig Hammerman, 
the district manager of CB6, 
whose committee approved 
the measure on Thursday 
night. 
 The recession has stalled 
construction at several of the 
controversial work sites, such 
as the former site of the long-
shoremen union’s medical 
center on Court Street, but 
the landowners apparently 
passed a minimum thresh-
old to be grandfathered into 
the old zoning regulations. 
 Just last year, the City 
Planning Department hast-
ily pushed through a smaller 

adjustment to zoning regula-
tions in Carroll Gardens in re-
sponse to the outcry that the 
Italianate architecture would 
be dwarfed by rampant over-
development.
 The city fathers heard im-
passioned criticism about one 
L-shaped section of the plan 
on Clinton Street from De-
graw Street south to First 
Place and east to Court Street 
that could permit building 
heights of about seven sto-
ries. That’s a taboo number 
for many activists, who pre-
fer to cap the height at five 
or six floors.
 “We don’t want to have 
the possibility of 70-foot-tall 
buildings in this area,” said 
John Hathaway, a member of 

the Carroll Gardens Neigh-
borhood Association. “The 
city says seven stories is un-
likely. Well, unlikely is nice, 
but it’s not impossible.” 
 Hathaway added that “in 
general, the city did a very 
good job.”
 Following a spirited de-
bate, the committee adopted 
an amendment calling for the 
city to tweak this sliver of the 
plan to forbid the 70-foot-tall 
monsters.  
 After an expected approval 
by the full board of Commu-
nity Board 6, the plan goes to 
Borough President Markow-
itz, the City Planning Com-
mission and the City Council 
as part of the city’s rigorous 
land-use review process.

Susanne Drake of dlandstudio shows off 
her group’s design for an innovative park 
that will help clean the fetid waterway.
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88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
  Three men attacked a man 
— and even fired a gun at 
him — on St. Felix Street 
on June 25. 
 The 31-year-old man and 
his wife said that the trio of 
trouble attacked the hus-
band between Fulton Street 
and DeKalb Avenue at 8:17 
pm. When police arrived, they 
saw injuries to the man’s head 
and knee.
 The couple told police that 
one of the thugs fired a single 
round and that they stole two 
gold chains from the married 
man. 

Run for the $
 A Clinton Avenue apart-
ment was burglarized while 
the resident went out for a 
nocturnal jog on June 22. 
 The 32-year-old runner 
told cops that he left his 
home near Willoughby Av-
enue at 8:19 pm and returned 
about one hour later to find 
that a prowler had climbed in 
through one of his unlocked 

windows and taken $100, a 
cellphone, iPod speakers, a 
flat screen television and a 
laptop computer. 

Sleeping booty
 A woman’s laptop was sto-
len from her Ryerson Street 
abode on June 23. 
 She told police that she had 
retired to her boudoir at 12:30 
am, leaving her computer in 
another room for the night. 
When she awoke at 9:30 am, 
her machine was gone.
 The 26-year-old victim  be-
lieves the thief entered her 
apartment, between Park and 
Myrtle avenues, through a 
window. 

Phone zone
 A 28-year-old man said 
that he was sitting in his car 
on Atlantic Avenue near Fort 
Greene Place at around 4:20 
pm on June 27 when a thief 
reached in and stole his cell-
phone. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Subway robbery
 A gang of thieves attacked 
two well-dressed men when 
they attempted to enter the 
subway station at Joralemon 
and Court streets early on 
June 27. 
 The victims told police 
that they entered the station 
at 12:30 am. One attacker be-
gan hitting both men over 
the head with an umbrella 
while several others punched 
and kicked them. Then one 
thief pulled out a small pis-
tol and said, “Do you want 
to get shot?”
 The victims promptly 
handed over their cellphones 
and iPods, as well as one pair 
of expensive Prada shoes.

Ko-ran away
 A heavyset thief wearing 
a light green robe stole two 
books from Islamic Fashion 
on June 22.
 The appropriately dressed 
thief entered the store at 10:30 
am and asked for assistance. 
Once alone with just one 
other employee, he grabbed 
two tomes and stuffed them 
into a duffle bag before exit-
ing the store, which is on At-
lantic Avenue between Third 
and Fourth avenues.

Pretty crime
 A thief stole a woman’s 
purse on June 26 while she 
was shopping at the Pretty 
Girl clothing store on Ful-
ton Mall near Hoyt Street.
 The victim told police that 
she had left the purse hang-
ing from her stroller at 1:40 
pm. She noticed it was miss-
ing, but found it a few min-
utes later on a display case 
— but $600 was missing.

Glazed over
 Thieves robbed the Dunkin 
Donuts on Fulton Mall at gun-
point on June 24.
 A store manager told police 
the thieves entered at 10:40 
pm and walked down to the 
basement where he was count-
ing money in the office.
 A man holding a handgun 
and wearing a red do-rag said, 
“If you move, I will f— you 
up.” 
 Meanwhile, an accomplice, 
wearing a ski mask, emptied 
the register of $1,175. The two 
thieves took the money and 
fled the donut shop, between 
Hoyt and Bond streets.

KFCriminal
 An armed thief robbed a 
KFC fast-food restaurant on 
Fourth Avenue on June 25 
making off with $1,575.

 The victims told police 
that the armed man entered 
the store, which is between 
St. Marks Place and Warren 
Street, at 8:30 am. 
 He forced the employees to 
empty the register and safe. 
The thug then took the money 
and fled in the direction of 
Warren Street.

Baby on board
 A women’s wallet was sto-
len out of her baby’s stroller 
as she strollered on Montague 
Street on June 25.
 The victim told police that 
she was at the corner of Court 
Street at 10 am when she dis-
covered that her wallet had 
been stolen. The thief also 
got her iPhone.

Sticky fingers
 A smooth criminal stole 
a women’s wallet on Court 
Street on June 21.
 She told police she that she 
was near Joralemon Street at 
5 pm when the thief brushed 
up against her. Five minutes 
later, she realized her wallet 
— and $40 — was gone.

Car thefts
 Thieves must have been in 
a hurry to get around Down-
town this week, as at least 
five cars were stolen or bro-
ken into. Here’s how the jerks 
made their getaways:
 • Thieves picked the lock 
of a car parked on Schermer-
horn Street on June 21, mak-
ing off with $620 in clothing 
and electronics. The victim 
told police that he’d left the 
car between Bond and Nev-
ins streets at 2:15 pm and re-
turned an hour later.
 • Thieves broke into a de-
livery van on June 22 while 
it was parked at a clothing 
store on Livingston Street 
near Nevins Street. The ban-
dits got 400 tuxedos and 400 
pairs of leather shoes in the 
5:30 pm heist.
 • A quick-thinking thief 
drove off in a stolen car while 
the driver was making a deliv-
ery on June 22. The car was 
parked on Joralemon Street 
at Willow Place at 10:44 pm, 
but the keys were in the igni-
tion, giving the thief an easy 
pick.
 • A thief stole a chopper 
parked on Plymouth Street on 
June 24. The victim told police 
that he’d left the Kawasaki be-
tween Pearl and Adams streets 
at 9 am and returned an hour 
later to find that the $2,500 
bike had been stolen.
 — Jacob Kleinman

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Starcrook
 A man’s laptop was stolen 
on June 25 while he used the 
bathroom at the Starbucks on 
Seventh Avenue.
 The victim told police that 
he’d left his Apple computer, 
which is worth $1,960, at a 
table when he went to the re-
stroom at 6:15 pm.
 It was gone when he re-
turned to his table in the 
coffee chain, which is be-
tween First Street and Gar-
field Place. 

Candy con
 A kindly old grandmoth-
er’s wallet was stolen while 
she was attempting to buy 
candy for her grandchild on 
June 23.
 The elderly victim told po-
lice she was at a bodega at 
Fifth Avenue and Ninth Street 
with her daughter and grand-
daughter, and placed the wal-
let on the counter at 2 pm. 
Just two minutes later it was 
gone.
 The wallet contained $8.

Hospital hoax
 New York Methodist Hos-
pital became a crime scene 
yet again when a sick thief 
stole an employee’s purse on 
June 19.
 The victim told police she 
left her purse on her desk at 
the hospital, which is on Sixth 
Street between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, at 11:59 pm, 
and returned 15 minutes later 
to find that it —and the $100 
inside it — was gone.

Car crimes
 This poor precinct can’t 
go a week without a heap-
ing stack of car theft reports. 
Last week, at least three cars 
were broken into. Here’s a 
roundup:
 • Thieves smashed into 
a car overnight on June 22 
and made off with $1,500 in 
stuff. The victim told police 
he parked the car on Mont-
gomery Place near Eighth Av-
enue at 5:30 pm and returned 
to it the next morning to dis-
cover his property missing.
 • A thief stole a car on June 
24 for just long enough to drive 
the car up the block and run 
off with the property inside.
 The owner of the car told 
police she parked the car on 
Second Street between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues at 
3 pm and returned an hour 
later to find that someone had 
driven down the block and 
abandoned her vehicle.
 • The next day a thief broke 
into a car parked on Berk-
ley Street. The owner of the 
car, which was between Plaza 
Street West and Eighth Ave-
nue, told police the thief re-
moved the car’s lock, but left 
without taking anything from 
the vehicle.
 — Jacob Kleinman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Window mug
 A hungry diner in a Smith 
Street restaurant lost her ap-
petite when a hellion snatched 
her purse through an open 
window on June 26. 
 The victim only saw an arm 
as it thrust towards her purse 
at 7:50 pm in Chance, which 
is between Baltic and Butler 
streets. The stolen pocketbook 
contained credit and debit 
cards, and a cellphone. 

Dawn of trouble
 A mugger robbed an early 
riser on Second Place on June 
27. The victim, 59, told police 
an attacker grabbed him from 
behind and stole his wallet 
from his pants pocket near 
the corner of Clinton Street 
at 6 am. The wallet contained 
$500, a Metrocard, and sev-
eral forms of ID. 

Sili-gone alley
 Burglars raided a Centre 
Street business overnight on 
June 15, depriving the office 
of vital computer equipment 
and its nicotine fix. 
 The office was empty be-
tween Smith and Court streets 
from 6 pm and 7:30 am, when 
an arriving employee found 
that the front door’s deadbolt 
was unlocked and the inside 
was a horror scene: four com-
puters, a hard drive, five car-
tons of cigarettes, a Cartier 
lighter, and several cellphones 
were gone.
 The cigarettes might  be the 
most-expensive item taken.
 — Mike McLaughlin

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Gun ho!
 Ridgites beware. Gun tot-
ing thugs have been wreaking 
havoc through the neighbor-
hood. Here’s a round-up:
 • A pistol-wielding thug 
busted up one man’s haircut 
at Elite Barber Shop on June 
26.
 The victim told police that 
his hair was being sheared 

away at around midnight 
when a masked thief entered 
the shop, which is on 87th 
Street near Fourth Avenue, 
and demanded money. After 
forcing the victim, 31, to the 
ground, he ran off on foot. 
 • A Bonnie and Clyde duo 
stopped two people outside 
a 95th Street deli at around 
midnight on June 24.
 The duo grabbed the two 
victims — a 23-year-old man 
and a 24-year-old woman 
— and forced them against 
a wall near Third Avenue. 
 The male thug grabbed 
one victim, forced a knife to 
his throat, and said, “Give 
me your money or I’ll kill 
you.” 
 The other victim was 
punched and kicked by the 
female perp and robbed of 
her bag. 
 Both thugs fled, but when 
one of the victims gave chase, 
one of the hooligans pulled 
out a gun, which ended the 
pursuit.

Front door men
 Burglars broke through the 
front window of a house on 
66th Street while the owner 
was out on June 25.
 The resident told cops that 
he was not there between 9 
am and 3 pm, enough time 
for a thief or thieves to enter, 
take $5,000, and then casu-
ally walk out the front door, 
police reports say.
 — Thomas Nocera

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Gunned down
 A gun-toting villain shot 
and killed a 29-year-old on 
Montrose Avenue on June 
28.
 The crook fired at the Wil-
liamsburg man with a .45 pis-
tol as he walked between Lo-
rimer and Leonard streets at 
around 2:23 am.

Chain gang
 Two perps roughed up 
35-year-old and stole his 
chain in a brutal June 28 
mugging.
 The crooks punched the 
victim in the back of the head 
as he walked down Debevoise 
Street at around 2:20 pm and 
threw him against a wall.
 “Take his s—t, son,” said 
one of the thugs, while the 
other pulled out a boxcutter.
 The thieves grabbed the 
victim’s “Cuban Link” chain 
— valued by police at $350 
— and fled from the scene of 
the crime, which is between 
Graham Avenue and Hum-
boldt Street.

Photograft
 A thief swiped a profes-
sional camera and lens from 
a Bushwick art space.
 The crook raided a locker at 
3rd Ward on Morgan Avenue 
between June 24 and June 28 
and made off with a Canon 5D 
Mark II camera and its 35-mil-
limeter lens — valued by cops 
at more than $4,000.
 The burglary was just one 
of at least 16 that were reported 
in the 90th Precinct between 
June 22 and June 28, accord-
ing to Community Affairs Of-
ficer Thomas Brown.

Vicious cyclists
 Crooks on bikes took over 
Williamsburg this week, 
sticking up at least three 
North Brooklynites before 
riding away. Here’s are the 
shocking details of the prob-
lematic peloton: 
 • A bike-riding cellphone 
snatcher made off with a teen-
ager’s Sidekick phone at 2 am 
on June 17 — and got away 
on a gray and black bike from 
between Graham Avenue and 
Humboldt Street.
 • A hoodlum on a bicy-
cle made off with a teenag-
er’s iPod Touch on June 23, 
approaching the 14-year-old 
victim in the Heyward Street 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

SUNSET BEER DISTRIBUTORS

KEGS BEER SODA BOTTLED WATER ICE

969 Third Avenue
(at 37 St., across from Costco)

SUNSET PARK
718-788-8000

www.SunsetBeer.com
Open Mon-Sat / We Deliver

You’re gonna need 
a bigger car.
200 varieties  
of beer in stock

57 CLARK STREET 
in Brooklyn Heights

(718) 852-7208

& more

15%
OFF
ALL PET  

SUPPLIES

 

61 PEARL STREET 

(718) 643-3046

NYC Pet .com
 A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES

ARE YOU CARING 
FOR AN ELDERLY 

RELATIVE OR SOMEONE 
WITH MEMORY LOSS?

We’re here to 
help you and 
your relatives

“I wish a Center like 
this was available for 

my mother — it’s a 
lifesaver for families.”

— Former New York 
Mets All-Star  

Keith Hernandez

The Jacquelyn 
Hernandez Adult 

Day Health Center
provides:

Medicaid COVERS all costs

The Jacquelyn Hernandez Adult Day Health Center
380 Henry Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

To arrange a tour or request an application, call:

Barbara Williams – 718.855.2050

See BLOTTER on pg. 9

By Robert Voris
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Everyone on Fifth Avenue agrees 
that the struggle among cars, trucks, 
buses, bikes and pedestrians is ri-
diculous — but over the weekend, 
it again turned deadly. 
 A 72-year-old bicyclist was struck 
by a van and killed last Saturday at 
the intersection of Fifth Avenue and 
Dean Street after he apparently went 
through a red light.
 The accident was two blocks from 
where Liz Padilla was killed in 2005 
— a death that convinced the city 
to add bike lanes to Fifth Avenue in 
the first place.
 Now that another cyclist has died, 
another re-design of the avenue is 
in order, some say.
 But others argue that the bike lane 
is what should be eliminated.
 Carlton Ballen, who manages the 
Black Sheep tavern on St. Marks 
Place, is on the side of letting bik-
ers stay — if the roadway is recon-
figured for cars.
 “Make it a one-way,” he said. “Get 
rid of the parking.  Have one lane for 
bikes, one for cars and buses [and] 
one for deliveries.”
 Of course, even Ballen admitted 
that this wasn’t perfect for pedestri-

into it, but its spokesman, Seth Sol-
omonow, recently told The Brook-
lyn Paper that the agency is fond of a 
bike lane that typically serves close 
to 900 cyclists in a 12-hour period.
 Wiley Norvell, a spokesman for the 
pro-biking group Transportation Al-
ternatives, also argued that the prob-
lem with Fifth Avenue is not the cy-
clists, but the illegally parked cars 
and trucks.

 “We need commercial no-standing 
zones on every corner,” said Kermyt 
Padilla, a mover who was unload-
ing his double-parked truck between 
St. Mark’s and Prospect places (he 
is not related to Liz Padilla). “Oth-
erwise, we’re in the middle of the 
street and everyone’s pissed off try-
ing to get around us.”
 For now, the Department of Trans-
portation is saying that it will look 

ans and the delivery drivers, too.
 “Someone’s gonna get screwed,” 
he concluded.
 The main problem on two-way 
Fifth Avenue is traffic: Delivery 
trucks often double-park, forcing 
cars, busses and cyclists to swerve 
into the oncoming lanes.
 The results can be fatal, as the 
still unidentified 72-year-old rider 
discovered on Saturday.
 A week before that fatal crash, 
the Fifth Avenue Business Improve-
ment District was already calling for 
the elimination of the bike lane, ar-
guing that cyclists and trucks can’t 
safely share the road.
 “When [trucks] double-park, they 
have to park outside the bike lane and 
that brings traffic to a dead stop,” 
said Irene LoRe, director of the BID 
and the owner of Aunt Suzie’s res-
taurant.
 But in the wake of the cyclist’s death, 
some truck drivers said the Fifth Av-
enue BID’s proposal goes too far.

New fatality renews calls for safer roadway through Slope

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

On Fifth Avenue, bikers are sometimes take drastic measures.
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 Finally, a bowling alley fit for a hipster!
 After two years of construction, Brooklyn 
Bowl was poised to finally open this week — 
the first bowling alley that not only offers your 
favorite 10-pin action, but does so in a certified 

“green” building with 
live music, enough big-
screen TVs to make a 
sports bar jealous and 
food by the people from 
Blue Ribbon.
 But just because 
Brooklyn Bowl — the 
brainchild of Pete Sha-
piro, the green-minded 
entertainment honcho 

behind Wetlands in Manhattan — is trying to 
be everything to everybody doesn’t mean it won’t 
live up to its name, thanks to 16 lanes worthy of 
“The Dude.”
 Michael Paritsky, owner of Blue Ribbon, 
told GO Brooklyn that his initial menu would 
be “comfort foods” like the restaurant’s famed 
fried chicken and ribs, but would eventually 
expand to a full slate of options.
 Now that’s a strike.
 Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave, between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369]. Opens this week. 
 — Jacob Kleinman

 Just what you want: tapas sandwiches!
 Reis Goldberg, owner of the nine-year-old 
Bar Reis on Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, has 
turned the storefront next door into Reis 100, 
a self-proclaimed “sandwich factory” that of-
fers 100 varieties of toasted mini-meals — 69 
of which cost $3.50.
 You can’t help but 
find a combination to 
adore: under “Grilled 
Cheese,” there is a 
gruyere, bacon and 
caramelized onion 
version. Under “Meat,” 
there’s a shrunken sub 
of chorizo, manchego 
and roasted red pepper? 
And vegetarians can have a kimchee and pick-
led oyster mushroom sandwich.
 It’s a concept so revolutionary — or per-
haps evolutionary — that Goldberg (pictured) 
called in Caputo Bakery in Carroll Gardens to 
craft custom-made four-and-a-half-inch mini-
baguettes.
 “The idea is tapas you can hold,” he said.
 GO Brooklyn got an advance tasting of a 
BLT with caramelized onions and a pastrami 
with a whole grain Dijon mustard. Taken sep-
arately, each was a great snack. Together, they 
were an argument for settling down with a few 
more and making a night of it.
 Reis 100 [375 Fifth Ave., between Sixth and 
Seventh streets in Park Slope, (718) 207-7874]. 
Open 7 pm–2 am. Sandwiches, $3.50–$5.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

he new Yinka Shonibare ex-
hibit at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum is a stimulating 

cultural event for the hot 
summer months when 
intellectual activity 
typically maxes out 
with the light lift of 
a beach read. 
 The show, now 
through Sept. 20, is a 
colorful explosion of 
the renowned British-Nigerian 
artist’s works exploring politics, 
sex and power (and is master-
fully done compared to the de-
bacle by South Carolina’s gov-
ernor). It’s simply a highlight of 
the season’s cultural circuit.
 Shonibare is no one-trick 
pony. He tackles these themes 
via an assortment of paint-
ings, films and sculpture.
 “I don’t want to be fixed 
in any form or technique,” 
the 47-year-old artist told 
the cream of New York’s 
press corps last Thurs-
day at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum. “I don’t rule out 
any way of working.”
 The collection of 20 
multi-media pieces 
transcends time and 
space, depicting 
power struggles 
and race relations 
in the bedroom, 
in the halls of 
government, 
and elsewhere 
in a 19th-cen-
tury setting, but with 
bursts of a diffuse, modern world, such 
as the recurring use of Dutch-made fab-
rics for African export.
 This is nowhere more apparent than 
in two of his large installations, both of 
which use headless mannequins robed 
in the bright wax fabric. One, called the 
“Scramble for Africa,” is a recreation of 
the 1884 Berlin Conference, this time with 

headless dummies representing the Eu-
ropean powers, carving up Africa for co-
lonial conquest. That imperial pursuit is 

juxtaposed with another scene from the 
same era, but this time the mannequins, 
on holiday, satisfy carnal desires, giving 
a jolly good rogering to models contorted 
into a number of supple poses. 
 “He’s very interested,” said Judy Kim, 
the Brooklyn Museum’s curator of exhi-
bitions, “in what power allows people to 
do.” (Aren’t we all?) 
 Also lurking are deeper questions of 

identity. Shonibare, a native Nigerian, 
regularly tells the story about an art 

teacher who asked him why his 
work wasn’t more African. 
He didn’t respond by in-
fusing his ethnic roots 

in his work, instead, 
he’s explored the 
very question of 
authenticity and 

heritage.
 One can imag-
ine that Shonibare 
inwardly is in fact 
repelled by the 

history he refer-
ences, but his work 

isn’t a strident denuncia-
tion of the excess or abuse 
of power. 
 “Aside from the iden-
tity and politics and issues of 
power, there’s a great sense 
of humor in all the work,” 
Kim said. 
 Even though Shoni-
bare creates in several 
media, the themes are 
consistent through his 
work. 
 If you’ve seen 
Shonibare’s sculp-
tures, you’ll recog-
nize his style in his 
canvasses, such as 

a series called 
“Diary of a 
Victor ian 
Dandy.” At 

the center of 
all the paintings is 

a black man, reposed 
in his bed, playing billiards, 

holding forth at a ball and always sur-
rounded by white people.
 The installations are dazzling like a ka-
leidoscope, and not just because they’re 
so colorful, but also because they suggest 
so much movement and energy. The same 
goes for his paintings, lively and ambig-
uous scenes — a provocative combina-
tion. 
 “Often people focus on the identity and 
the politics — that’s clearly a big part of 
it. But what makes it more interesting and 
accessible is that it’s visually sumptuous,” 
said Kim. “Everything just pops. And I 
think he’s really successful in marrying 
form and content.”
 One element of the show that doesn’t 
measure up to the rest of the exhibit, of-
ficially called “Yinka Shonibare, MBE” 

(for Member of the British Em-
pire), are the seven pieces spe-
cially crafted for the Brooklyn 
Museum. 
 Shonibare discreetly placed 
seven child-sized decapitated 
mannequins in playful posi-
tions in the museum’s period 
rooms, like its Dutch colonial 
farmhouse and a stately Gilded 
Age study.
 But these creations have no 
raison d’etre. They’re frolicking 
poses are far removed from the 
engaging and cohesive message 
in the rest of the exhibit, which 
is a well-organized visual de-
light and mental fertilizer.

 On July 15, Gowanus will be Brooklyn’s 
comedy central.
 That’s the night when sketch comedy leg-
ends Michael Showalter and Michael Ian Black 
will perform at the Bell House leading up to 

the debut of their Com-
edy Central show “Mi-
chael and Michael Have 
Issues.”
 Showalter, a Brook-
lyn resident and regular 
at Union Hall’s weekly 

comedy nights, and Black, who might be best 
known for his role as a commentator on VH1’s 
“I Love the ’80s,” will entertain before a 10:30 
pm telecast of the new show.
 The new program depicts the funnymen 
as the minds behind their own fictitious TV 
sketch-comedy show — a role both Showal-
ter and Ian Black are familiar with from their 
work on the underrated and unfortunately short-
lived shows “The State” and “Stella.”
 Comedy was always a part of the plan for the 
Bell House, according to owner and booker Jack 
McFadden, who has brought in such luminaries 
as John Oliver and John Hodgman of “The Daily 
Show” since the Seventh Street venue last fall. 
 “When we built the Bell House, we had it 
with comedy in mind, as well as touring rock 
bands and fun parties,” he said.
 Michael Showalter and Michael Ian Black at 
the Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], July 15, 8 
pm. Tickets, $20. — Ben Muessig

147 FRONT ST.
2ND FLOOR

rebarnyc.com  718 797 2322 dumbo, brooklyn  

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

125 Livingston St. Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 625-9893

OPEN 7 DAYS: 11am–11pm
FAST, FREE DELIVERY TO: Brooklyn Heights, 
Carroll Gardens, DUMBO, Metrotech, Cobble Hill 

Featuring: 
Japanese,

Chinese, 
and Thai

RESTAURANT

GRAND OPENING 
20% OFF!

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
718-852-5015

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner · Free Valet Parking

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn

An exceptional meal.

New Brooklyn Museum show blows away the art world

 
 “Yinka Shonibare MBE” runs through 
Sept. 20 at the Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 638-5000]. 
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Admis-
sion, $8; $4 for seniors and students; free 
for children under 12. For info, visit www.
brooklynmuseum.org.

Shonibare (pictured at right) challenges cultural assumptions, as in this 
image from his photo series “Diary of a Victorian Dandy.”

Head games: Yinka Shonibare’s 
“How to Blow up Two Heads at 
Once (ladies)” is one of the works 
on display through Sept. 20 at the 
Brooklyn Museum.
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FRIDAY 
July 3

Fireworks!
Macy’s may have 
moved its Indepen-
dence Day show to 
New Jersey this year, 
but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t see 
the rockets’ red 
glare in Brooklyn. 
Enjoy the Fourth the 
way it should be cel-
ebrated by watching 
things blow up 
tonight at Coney 
Island, where the 
best view will be 
from the famed 
Boardwalk.

9:30 pm. Fireworks at 
Coney Island (Surf 
Avenue and W. 12th 
Street). Free. 

SATURDAY
July 4

Eagle eye 
Everyone knows that 
Ben Franklin wanted 
the wild turkey to be 
our nation’s symbol. 
But that old Philly 
hack lost — so we 
have the bald eagle 
instead. But how 
much do you know 
about this mis-
named, hardly bald 
bird? Find out more 
about the eagle’s 
role in America’s 
identity at this rare 
patrio-avian event.

Noon–5 pm. “Eagle as 
icon,” Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue, (718) 287-
3400]. Free.

6  AWP  July 3, 20096  AWP  July 3, 2009

FRI, JULY 3
FILM, “ADJUST YOUR COLOR — 

PETEY GREEN”: Documentary 
about controversial DJ. Part of 
the Afro-Punk Festival. $11. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, WOODSIST/CAPTURED 
TRACKS FESTIVAL: $15. 4:15–11 
pm. 979 Broadway Backyard (979 
Broadway between Myrtle Avenue 
and Ditmars Street in Bushwick). 

FILM, “A MAN NAMED PEARL”: Doc-
umentary about topiary gardener. 
Part of the Afro-Punk Festival. $11. 
4:45 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “EVENTUAL SALVATION”: 
Documentary about grandmother’s 
return to Liberia. Part of the Afro-
Punk Festival. $11. 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, “INFECTIOUS OPPORTU
NITY”: Part of the Antidepressant 
Festival. $15. 7 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907-
6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

 
$8-$15. 7 pm. Keyspan Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 449-8497], www.brook-
lyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Pianist David Kaplan. $35 ($20 stu-
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org.

FIREWORKS: Free. 9:30 pm. Board-
walk (Surf Avenue and W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), www.coney-
islandfunguide.com. 

FILM, “FAVELA RISING” AND 
“HOODS TO WOODS”: Documen-
taries. Part of the Afro-Punk Festi-
val. $11. 9:30 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

SAT, JULY 4

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCH

ING: Free. Noon. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

HISTORY TOUR IN FORT GREENE 
PARK: Guided tour explores the 
role the park played in the Ameri-
can Revolution. Free. 1 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center [Enter 
park at Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
723-3218]. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: Meet birds and 

Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. [194 20th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-9614], 
www.brooklynfleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg), www.artistsand-
fleas.com. 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: Free. 11 
am-7 pm. (Smith Street and Union 
Street in Carroll Gardens), www.
brooklynindiemarket.com. 

OTHER
WILLIAMSBURG WALKS: Bedford 

Avenue is closed to cars. With live 
music, children’s activities and 
more. Free. Noon. (Bedford Avenue 
between N. Fourth and N. Ninth 
streets in Williamsburg), www.bill-
burg.com/walks. 

HOT DOG EATING CHAMPIONSHIP: 
The grand-daddy of all competitive 
eating championships pits two-
time champ Joey Chestnut against 
Takeru Kobayashi. Free. Noon. 
Nathan’s [Surf Avenue at Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, (212) 352-
8651], www.ifoce.com. 

FILM, “THE ANDERSON PLATOON”: 
Documentary about American sol-
diers in Vietnam. Part of the Afro-
Punk Festival. $11. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

SCAVENGER HUNT AND BARBE
CUE: Prizes, DJs, food and drinks. 
Free. 2 pm. Littlefield [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Gowanus, (718) 355-3388], 
www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

FILM, “CRIPS AND BLOODS — 
MADE IN AMERICA”: Part of the 
Afro-Punk Festival. $11. 4:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 Documen-
tary about hairstyle competition. 
Part of the Afro-Punk Festival. $11. 
6:50 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “ATTICA”: Part of the Afro-Punk 
Festival. $11. 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

LYN MUSEUM: Museum-wide 
event includes music, a quilting 
workshop, film, gallery talk and a 
dance party. Free. 5–11 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Voxare Quar-
tet performs works by Dvorák, El-
lington and Mendelssohn. Watch 
fireworks from the roof of the 
Barge. $60. 7 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MARKET: 

Free. 9 am-6 pm. (Lewis Avenue 
and Decatur streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). 

 Free. 9 am-5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MCCARREN 
PARK: Free. 10 am-6 pm. McCarren 
Park (Bedford Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 

other wildlife, guided by a natu-
ralist. Free. 3 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JAPANTHER WITH DEATH

SET, NINJASONIK, CEREBRAL 
BALLZY AND MUHAMMADALI: 
$5–$10. 1 pm. Lit Fuse Bike Shop 
(409 Willoughby Ave. at Walworth 
Street in Clinton Hill). 

MUSIC, WOODSIST/CAPTURED 
TRACKS FESTIVAL: See Friday, 
July 3.

HAPPY HAPPY DANCE PRINCESS 
 Part of the Antidepres-

sant Festival. $15. 2 pm. Brick The-
ater [575 Metropolitan Ave. at Lo-
rimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907-6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE 
 Part of the Antidepressant 

Festival. $20. 4 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907-
6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “ADVENTURE QUEST”: 
Part of the Antidepressant Festival. 
$15. 5 pm. Brick Theater (see venue 
info above).

FIRST SATURDAY AT THE BROOK

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
July 4

Doggin’ it
In a nation in search of 
a hero, one man 
stands out: Red-
blooded, all-American, 
two-time hot-dog-
eating champion Joey 
Chesnut. Though he 
has vanquished the 
Japanese twice, 
Chestnut will once 
again battle six-time 
champ Takeru “The 
Tsunami” Kobayashi in 
the nation’s most-
important sporting 
event. It doesn’t get 
much more American 
than wanton gluttony. 
See page 7 for more.

Noon. Hot dog eating 
championship at 
Nathan’s Famous [Surf 
Avenue at Stillwell 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(212) 352-8651]. Free.

SUNDAY
July 5

Don’t go in 
the water
Ten minutes into Ste-
ven Spielberg’s clas-
sic “Jaws,” and you’ll 
be glad you stayed 
on the dry land of 
Brooklyn this Inde-
pendence Day. The 
movie will screen at 
the ultra-cool, mojito-
slinging Habana Out-
post, so stop by early 
and get your hands 
on the restaurant’s 
famous grilled corn, 
slathered in cotija 
cheese, chile powder 
and a squeeze of 
lime. 

8 pm. “Jaws” at Habana 
Outpost [757 Fulton St. at 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 858-9500]. 
Free.

SUNDAY
July 5

21 club
Think Americans have 
a monopoly on free-
dom? Think again. 
Today, South African 
band BLK JKS (pro-
nounced “Black 
Jacks”) will perform at 
Weeksville Heritage 
Center — and no one 
knows about oppres-
sion (and, eventually, 
freedom) like the peo-
ple of South Africa. 
So check come out 
the best thing to 
come out of South 
Africa since Nelson 
Mandela.

6 pm. BLK JKS at the 
Weeksville Heritage 
Center [1698 Bergen St, 
between Rochester and 
Buffalo avenues in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
756-5250]. Free. Sug-
gested donation, $5.

See 9 DAYS on page 8

THURS, JULY 9

 Monthly meeting. 
6:30 pm. Community Board 1 
office [435 Graham Ave. between 
Frost and Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

FRI, JULY 10
 

Gates Avenue Cooperative Ribbon 
Cutting. 9 am. Pratt Area Com munity 
Council [570 Gates Ave. be tween 
Throop and Tompkins streets in Fort 
Greene, (718) 783-3549].

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail Newsroom@cnglocal.com

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events
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ANDREA BUNIS
MANAGEMENT, INC.

REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT

We’d like to welcome:
39 Plaza Street
45 Plaza Street
60 Plaza Street

759 President Street
Seaview Estates Condominium

We’d love for you to be next!

Contact Alex Rovan for a free consultation
212.302.5544

www.AndreaBunisMgmt.com

HELLO BROOKLYN!

has expanded into your neck of the woods

Real Estate Board of New York

Member

Are you currently 
pregnant or have a baby 
less than 3 months old 

and live in zip code 
11238 or 11207? Join 
our free mommy 

and me program 
for you 

and your 
family.

Diaspora Healthy Families can help you 
understand what to expect when you’re 

expecting, and with the care of your 
newborn by teaching you about:

• Sleep Time  •  Baby Care
• Educational Activities  

• Prenatal & Postnatal Education & Support

Call Saleemah, (718) 399-0200 ext.249

5:30 - 8:30pm every first Thursday of the month  FREE!

A.I.R. GALLERY 
AMOS ENO GALLERY 
ASWOON GALLERY
CAPTION GALLERY
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL
DUMBO ARTS CENTER
FARMANI GALLERY 
HENRY GREGG GALLERY
KLOMPCHING GALLERY 
KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS
MELVILLE HOUSE

POCHRON STUDIOS
POWERHOUSE ARENA
RABBITHOLE STUDIO
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY
SAFE-T-GALLERY
SMACK MELLON
SPRING
UMBRAGE GALLERY
VII PHOTO 
WATERMILL BROOKLYN GALLERY

JULY 9TH PARTICIPATING GALLERIES CHECK INDIVIDUAL GALLERY 
WEBSITES FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO

For more info:
www.brooklynartproject.com/page/1st-thursdays-dumbo-gallery
or email: culture411@twotrees-dumbo.com

Subway Directions: 
F  to York St. | A C  to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3  to Clark St.

Sponsored by  

TWO TREES
 

ON 1ST THURSDAYS: Drink Specials, Savory Bites & Music

galapagosartspace 

“DUMBO’s commitment to the art community is demonstrated...with the First Thursday 
 Gallery Walk. It seems like DUMBO could quickly become the new Chelsea.” 
- PHOTOSHELTER 

: Learn more about this toxic canal at a lecture on July 7.
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EDITORS’ PICKS
JULY 4TH WEEKEND!



July 3, 2009 AWP  7

Tel: (718) 243-9172
        (718) 243-9179
Fax: (718) 243-0062

Open 24 Hours
FREE DELIVERY

515 Atlantic Avenue
(corner of Third Avenue)

Please visit us at our original location, 
HAPPY DAYS DINER (since 1991)  

at 148 Montague Street  
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 875-8361 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Shrimp Camara Fongo
luscious shrimp in coconut 
milk sauce, served on spiced, 
fried plantain mash

$16.95

“BROOKLYN” - ORK DESIGNS 2008

142 5TH AVE (AT ST. JOHN’S PL)  �  718 399-6613
WWW.BROOKLYNFRAMEWORKS.COM

BROOKLYN 
FRAME WORKS

QUALITY

CUSTOM FRAMING 
� 

ANTIQUE & 

MODERN PRINTS

RWB is located in the heart of  Park Slope  5th Avenue just off  Union Street  
211-213 5th avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217 718-636-WINE (9463) 
 Monday thru Saturday 10AM till 10PM  Sunday 12-8

"Transcending the Passion of  Wine and Spirits 
        throughout the Borough of  Brooklyn"

The image was hand draw by Artist Ryan Seslow.

    Check out the Art of  Ryan Seslow here:  http://www.flickr.com.photos/rmsmovement/sets & http://www.theongoingrms.wordpress.com

hate to rain on America’s 
parade — the annual 
patriotic disgorgement 

that is July 4 — but Satur-
day in Coney Island will 
mark the end of our nation’s 
leadership in that most im-
portant of geo-politico-ath-
letic spheres: Joey Chestnut will lose 
to Takeru Kobayashi.
 Don’t believe me? Consider this: 
On March 30 in California, Kobayashi 
beat Chestnut — for the first time in 
two years — in a one-on-one, mouth-
to-mouth, gut-to-gut eating contest, 
downing nearly six pounds of Pizza 
Hut P’zones in six minutes, a full half-
pound more than Chestnut managed 
to swallow.
 Don’t believe it? Then click on 
the video player on our Web site to 
see the evidence — undoctored! — 
of Kobayashi’s triumphant return.
 Now I know you don’t want to be-
lieve what I’ve just written and what 
your own lyin’ eyes have just shown 
you. I know you want to believe that 
Joey Chestnut — who restored Amer-
ica’s flagging international status by 
beating Kobayashi in the Nathan’s 
Famous contest in 2007, and then 

retained the Mustard Yellow Inter-
national Belt in his narrow win in 
the rematch last year — can com-
plete his three-peat at the Table of 
Champions this Saturday.
 But I know Takeru Kobayashi (full 
disclosure: I’ve been his judge at the 
Nathan’s contest for the past five years) 
and I know that he’s not done as a 
competitor. The P’zone contest was 
only a preview, a palimpsest, if you 
will (if you will know what “palimp-
sest” means, that is).
 “If you watch the P’zone tape, as 
I know millions of your readers will, 
you see that Kobayashi is back to his 
old form,” said George Shea, presi-
dent of the International Federation 
of Competitive Eating. “The P’zone 
is a monster — a full pound of meat, 
cheese and crust. It’s an enormous 
thing to eat. And I’m not just saying 
that because I was paid by Pizza Hut 

that day. 
 “And remember, both of Joey’s 
victories over Kobayashi were by the 
thinnest of margins — one burp ei-
ther way, and Kobayashi wins both 
times,” Shea added. “We’re definitely 
in an ‘any given Sunday’ situation, 
except, of course, that the contest is 
on a Saturday — this Saturday in 
Coney Island, in fact!”
 It’s not that Shea wants Chestnut 
to lose; quite the contrary. Indeed, 
Shea sees a Chestnut loss as some-
thing that could begin a downward 
spiral for our entire nation.
 “We are in a really delicate po-
sition right now, what with the eco-
nomic crisis, which was at its core 
a crisis of confidence,” Shea said. 
“If Joey loses, people will begin to 
doubt themselves. It’s an intangible, 
I grant you, but people walk with a 
more sprightly step when America 
has the belt. A loss could push us 
over the edge into abject despair.”
 Get ready for the Great Depres-
sion. Kobayashi is back.
 Nathan’s Hot Dog Eating Con-
test at Nathan’s Famous [Surf Av-
enue at Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (212) 352-8651], July 4, noon.  

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh KuntzmanBy Gersh Kuntzman

SUMMER CLEARANCE 
SALE
40-50% OFF

1875 Ralph Avenue (Between Flatlands 
Ave. & Ave. J) Across From Arch Diner 

(718) 241-3172
       Open 7 Days • Most Major Credit Cards Accepted

    Your Propane Exchange Headquarters

Mill-Lane / Dragonetti  
Garden Center & Nursery

ALL SHRUBS, TREES, POTTERY,  STATUARY 
(SOME ITEMS NOT INCLUDED)

SALE STARTS 

JUNE 26 TH

THRU JULY 5TH
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 Takeru Kobayashi will win the Nathan’s Fa-
mous Hot Dog Eating Contest this Saturday. 
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Free Fresh Value Meal $2.00 Value 
with this ad/coupn
209 Bedford Avenue 
(North 5th Street)
Brooklyn, NY 11211
718. 384. 6610

Luce
“ known for personalized styling”

281 Van Brunt Street
Tues–Sat, 11–6pm or by appointment
718.852.1345

Unique gowns & 
cocktail dresses

Plus TRENDSETTING pants, tops 
& skirts all at prices up to 50% off!

As seen in the Daily News

RUN, DON’T WALK, TO THE  
BOROUGH’S FINEST WEB SITE:

BrooklynPaper.com
SNA Best Community Web Site, 2009

SUN, JULY 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
DISCOVERY TOUR: See Sat-

urday, July 4.

PERFORMANCE
JAZZ WITH ZACK O’FARRILL 

QUARTET: $6. Noon-4 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT VOX
ARE QUARTET: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, July 4. 

THEATER, “SUSPICIOUS 
PACKAGE — RX”: 4 pm. 
See Saturday, July 4.

MUSIC, BLK JKS: $5 (sug-
gested). 6 pm. Weeksville 
Heritage Center [1698 Ber-
gen St. between Rochester 
and Buffalo avenues in 
Crown Heights, (718) 756-
5250], www.weeksvilleso-
ciety.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See 

Saturday, July 4. 
BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 

See Saturday, July 4. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 

Saturday, July 4.
BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 

See Saturday, July 4. 
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 

am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope).

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 
11 am–6 pm. Under the 
Brooklyn Bridge (Water 
Street and New Dock Street 
in DUMBO), www.brown-
stoner.com/brooklynflea. 

OTHER
FILM, “SIDEWAYS”: Part of 

the outdoor Wine Film 
Festival. 7:30 pm. Enoteca 
on Court [347 Court St. 
at Union Street in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 243-1000], 
www.enotecaoncourt.com. 

FILM, “JAWS”: Outdoor 
movie screening. Free. 8 
pm. Habana Outpost [757 
Fulton St. at S. Portland Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
858-9500], www.ecoeatery.
com. 

MON, JULY 6
FILM, “A MAN NAMED 

PEARL”: 4:30 pm. See Fri-
day, July 3.

BEER AND CHEESE TASTING: 
$10. 6–8 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FILM, LESBIAN FILM 
SCREENINGS: Free. 7 pm. 
Lesbian Herstory Archives 
[484 14th St., between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3953], www.
lesbianherstoryarchives.com. 

TUES, JULY 7
FIFTH AVENUE ART & 

PHOTO WALK: Features 
over 40 artists in 60 loca-
tions through Labor Day. 
Free. (Length of Fifth Av-
enue between Dean and 
18th streets).

OUTDOOR PILATES: The Fit-
ness Guru leads free class. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Empire-
Fulton Ferry State Park 
[Plymouth Street and Main 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
802-0603], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

ABERDEEN: $8-$15. 7 pm. 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449-
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

READING, KATHA POLLITT: 
Author of “Mind Body 
Problem — Poems.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

TALK, “GOO GONE”: Live 
talk show about risk, re-
sponsibility and toxins in 
the Gowanus Canal land-
scape. Free. 7 pm. Old 
American Can Factory [232 
Third St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 249-9348], 
urbanomnibus.net. 

AMATEUR PING PONG 
TOURNAMENT: $5 to 
play (free to watch). 8 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

WED, JULY 8
FILM, “REALITY BITES”: 

Food, entertainment, and a 
few surprises (last year, Paul 
Rudd came by). Part of the 
Summerscreen Film Series. 
Free. dusk. McCarren Park 
(The ballfields at Lorimer 
Street and Driggs Avenue 
in Greenpoint), summer-
screen.org. 

FILM, “ADJUST YOUR 
COLOR — PETEY 
GREEN”: 4:30 pm. See Fri-
day, July 3.

ABERDEEN: $8-$15. 7 pm. 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449-
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

READING, JAMES HUERST: 
Author of “Huge.” Free. 
7:30 pm. Barnes & Noble 

[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

MUSIC, WESTERN WIND 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE: 
Works by Banchieri and 
Salzman. $40 ($35 senior, 
$20 student). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

THURS, JULY 9
REBIRTH BRASS BAND: Part 

of the BAM Rhythm & 
Blues Festival. Free. Noon. 
Metrotech Commons (Myr-
tle Avenue and Jay Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn), 
www.bam.org. 

FILM, “RAISING ARIZONA”: 
Part of the Movies with a 
View series. Free. 6 pm. 
Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park [Plymouth Street and 
Main Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

BENEFIT BARBECUE FOR 
DOC TO DOCK: Group 
sends medical supplies to 
Africa. $10. 6:30–9:30 pm. 
Littlefield [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
355-3388], www.little-
fieldnyc.com. 

ABERDEEN: $8-$15. 7 pm. 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449-
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

READING, DOUGLAS MAR
TIN AND LEE STRINGER: 
Memoirists discuss au-
tobiographical writing. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], wordbrooklyn.word-
press.com. 

READING, JANCEE DUNN: 
Author of “Why Is My 
Mother Getting a Tattoo? 
And Other Questions 
I Wish I Never Had to 
Answer.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Barnes & Noble [267 Sev-
enth Ave at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

STREB DANCE, “INVISIBLE 
FORCES”: Acrobatic com-
pany. $3 (suggested). 8 pm. 
Part of Celebrate Brooklyn. 
Prospect Park band shell 
(Enter park at Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Prospect Park), www.bri-
conline.org/celebrate. 

THEATER, “LINCOLN’S LAST 
DAY — GOOD FRIDAY, 

 Audio drama about 
the assassination by Quick-
silver Radio Theater and 
the New York Repertory 
Orchestra. $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 

day, July 4.
DISCOVERY TOUR: See Sat-

urday, July 4.

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “SUSPICIOUS 

PACKAGE — RX”: 4 pm. 
See Saturday, July 4.

MUSIC, COLIN CARR ON 
CELLO AND TOM SAUER 
ON PIANO: Performance 
of Mendelssohn and 
Schumann. $35 ($30 
senior, $15 student). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MAR

KET: See Saturday, July 4.
 See 

Saturday, July 4. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN 

MCCARREN PARK: See 
Saturday, July 4. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: See Sat-
urday, July 4.

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 
See Saturday, July 4. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, July 4.

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 
See Saturday, July 4.

OTHER
WILLIAMSBURG WALKS: 

See Sunday, July 5. 
ART SHOW: Free. 1 pm. 

Brooklyn Waterfront Art-
ists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St. in Red Hook, 
(718) 596-2506]. 

NORTHSIDE GALLLERY 
TOURS: $10. 2–3:30 pm. 
Tours begin at the WGA 
table (Bedford Avenue 
between N. Fifth and N. 
Sixth streets in Williams-
burg), www.rawmag.org/
williamsburgwalks.html. 

STATEN ISLAND: $8-$15. 
6 pm. Bring a canned 
food as part of Boy Scout 
food drive. Keyspan Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MAKE CARS FOR KIDS’ 
SOAPBOX DERBY: Bring 
go-cart supplies and 
get beer. Free. 7-10 pm. 
Open Source Gallery (255 
17th St., at Fifth Avenue 
in Greenwood Heights), 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Continued from page 6

WAIT 
UNTIL
DARK

1967 suspense 
thriller starring  
Audrey Hepburn,  
Alan Arkin and 
Richard Crenna

Part of the
Narrows Botanical Gardens

FREE OUTDOOR 
CINEMA SERIES

Shore Road & 71st Street, Bay Ridge

Come enjoy an evening under the stars!
REFRESHMENTS - 50/50’S

Bring your chair or blanket!

www.NarrowsBG.org

THURSDAY, JULY 9TH, SUNDOWN
RAIN DATE: FRIDAY, JULY 10TH

(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

FILM, “WAIT UNTIL DARK”: 
Audrey Hepburn’s thriller. 
Outdoor screening. Free. 
8:30 pm. Narrows Botanical 
Gardens (Shore Road and 
Bay Ridge Avenue in Bay 
Ridge), www.narrowsbg.
org. 

FRI, JULY 10
BLOCK PARTY: DJ, clown, 

face painting, bouncy 
house, giveaways, health 
screenings — and low 
cost neutering for cats 
and dogs! Free. 9:30 am. 
CABS Health Center [94 
Manhattan Ave. at Boerum 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
388-0390]. 

MUSIC, LOS AMIGOS INVISI
BLES AND ATERCIOPELA
DOS: $3 (suggested). 7:30 
pm. Part of Celebrate 
Brooklyn. Prospect Park 
band shell (Enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect 
Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

MUSIC, WESTERN WIND 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE: See 
Wednesday, July 8. 

FIREWORKS: See Friday, 
July 3.

SAT, JULY 11

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
INTRODUCTION TO BIRD

WATCHING: See Satur-

By Robin Riskin
for The Brooklyn Paper

usic will fill the air. Kids will 
fill the rides. Canolis will fill 
the mouths. And, most impor-

tant, an 80-foot-tall, three-ton statue 
will rise above it all.
 It’s all part of the Feast of the Giglio 
— a 122-year Williamsburg tradition 
that honors St. Paulinus of Nola.
 You may have your heroes, your 
stars, your celebrities, but in the fifth 
century, Paulinus was Abraham, Nel-
son Mandela and Harry Houdini all 
rolled into one, having sacrificed him-
self for his son, been enslaved in Af-
rica and then escaped back to Nola 
in one piece.
 Upon his return, you know what 
happened: He was showered with lil-
ies — otherwise known as gigli.
 Hence the reason that 130 men hoist 
a three-ton statue of the saint — cov-
ered in lilies — three times during the 
11-day Italian festival next week.
 The annual hoist is shrouded in 
mystery, so we called up Carl Bon-
omo, the chairman of the Feast of 
the Giglio, to get the inside story.
 • Why do grown men do this? 
“It goes back to growing up in that 
neighborhood and being part of the 

parish of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. It 
was something that your grandpar-
ents were involved in, that your par-
ents were involved. Our forefathers 
brought the tradition of the giglio 
over from Italy.”
 • What makes a good giglio? 
“It’s this huge tall tower decorated with 
different colors, with the statue of St. 
Paulinus on top. As a little kid, you’re 
in awe of the sheer size of it.”
 • It all sounds a bit nuts: “Well, 
a lot of the time it hurts. For several 
days, if not a week or two, you have a 
lump on your shoulder. But you know 
what, it feels real, real good.”
 • But it also sounds like fun: 
“It’s hard to describe the feeling you 
get when you stand in front of that 
giglio, and you listen to the music, and 
you get ready to direct the lift.”
 • Sounds like you’re proud 
of it, Carl: “I gotta tell ya, I don’t 
know any other feast that’s strong 
122 years and going.”
 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Feast 
and Festival of the Giglio [275 N. 
Eighth St. at Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384-0223], June 
8-19. The giglio is lifted on July 12 
at 1 pm; on July 15 at 8 pm; and on 
July 19 at 1 pm. For info, visit www.
olmcfeast.com.

The feast of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel returns

Heavy lifting: The three-ton giglio statue is ready for its annual 
outing in Williamsburg.

 It’s a hole in one for Brooklynites this 
summer!
 Just as golfers prepare to drive into the 
heart of the season, the Parks Department 
and American Golf Corporation cut the rib-
bon on the new clubhouse at the renovated 
Dyker Beach Golf Course.
 The company heralded its $12.5-million 
effort.
 “There was only a hot dog stand and a few 
other things here, kind of run-down,” said 

Matt Silverman, a spokesperson for Amer-
ican Golf, which funded and spearheaded 
the project, and also runs the golf course. 
“Now it’s bound to be the best course in 
Brooklyn.”
 The new building now boasts a ballroom, 
dining area, bar, and outdoor lounge.
 Dyker Beach Golf Course [86th Street 
and Seventh Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 836-9722]. For info, visit dykerbeach.
americangolf.com.

Cage heat: Holly Hunter and Nicolas Cage star in 
“Raising Arizona,” the seminal child-abduction com-
edy, at Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park on July 9.
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Missing dear ol’ dad

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom’s first Fa-
ther’s Day without her 
dad wasn’t easy. They 

always did something special 
on that night. Usually, her dad 
— aka Groovy Grandpa — 
and Mima Cat would came 
over for dinner. While Hep-
cat cooked risotto or lamb, 
she and her dad would stand 
in the kitchen, and he’d tell 
tales of his college days at 
U.C. Berkeley, or his days 
at Papert, Koenig and Lois, 
that 1960s advertising firm 
where he wrote ads for Rob-
ert Kennedy’s Senate cam-
paign, Quisp and Quake 
Cereals and the New York 
Herald Tribune.
 Groovy Grandpa would 
gingerly sip from Hepcat’s 
collection of Scotch (some 
Oban, Balvenie or Laphraiog) 
and compare them, like the 
connoisseur he was. He al-
ways gave Hepcat a bottle 
for his birthday. 
 Smartmom loved those 
evenings with her dad at the 
apartment, especially when 
her father would sit down at 
the Casio piano and play his 
free-form jazz. He had no 
formal training and couldn’t 

sad.
 Truth is, she never wanted 
to admit to him that she knew 
he was dying. Now Smart-
mom feels bad about all the 
conversations they didn’t 
have. And terrible that she 
didn’t write about him last 
Father’s Day. 
 Not a day goes by when 
Smartmom doesn’t think of 
her dad. There’s so much she 
never got around to saying. 
That’s life (or death). 
 But it still doesn’t make 
her feel any better. 
 Smartmom found her-
self feeling low energy on 
Father’s Day. In the quiet of 
Sunday morning, while Hep-
cat and the kids were asleep, 
Smartmom went through a 
box of old letters that her lov-
able and funny dad wrote to 
his parents just weeks prior to 
the birth of Smartmom and 
Diaper Diva in 1958:
 Dear Folks,
 Birth is expected in a cou-
ple of weeks, and I am pretty 
nervous about it. Up until 
now, the idea of a baby (ba-
bies) has been pretty much 
taking them to their first ball-
game, dressing them in Eton 
suits and listening to their 
first gurgles of gratitude.
 But now, the day-by-day 
reality becomes clearer, and 
I wonder how we’ll han-
dle such things as squall-
ing nights, plastic ducks 
all over the bathroom and 

shelves full of those terrible 
picture books. To say nothing 
of colic, uninhibited bowel 
habits and stubborn refusal 
to eat. In addition, the idea 
of pacing the hospital wait-
ing room for hours, without 
knowing what’s happening 
to Edna, doesn’t strike me 
as better than going to the 
movies.
 Oh, well, it will all be over 
soon and the joy of having 
them will, I suppose, put the 
doubts away. Did you like 
me at first, or did it take a 
few years?

Smartmom wonders 
how long it took her 
dad to like her and her 

sister. From the black-and-
white photos of him, it looks 
like he was quite fond of his 
twin newborns quite early 
on. But who knows?
 There is so much chil-
dren don’t know about the 
inner lives of their parents. 
When you’re young, you can’t 
even imagine them having 
a life before you were born. 
Finding letters, notebooks, 
and journals is such a pow-
erful way to learn more about 
the parents you think you 
know.
 The night of Smartmom’s 
first Father’s Day without her 
dad, there was no standing in 
the kitchen hearing vintage 
stories. There was no jazzy 
tinkling of the plastic Casio 
keys. There was no tasting 
of Hepcat’s special Scotch. 
 But there were memories. 
Plenty of them. It’s no substi-
tute for the man, but a cov-
eted insight into what was 
going on in his head.
 Louise Crawford is a Park 
Slope writer who operates 
the Web site, “Only the 
Blog Knows Brooklyn.”

and stricken. 
There was 
something so 
poignant about 
hearing him say 
that. So this Fa-
ther’s Day, she 
kept flashing 
on that conver-
sation and feel-
ing guilty and 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, JULY 3
 Storytime. 

$2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Boom 
A Ring. One-ring verison of 
the Ringling Brothers show. 
$10-$65. [West 21st Street 
at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (201) 507-8900], 
www.ringling.com. 

 Movie night. 
Free. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above).

SAT, JULY 4
 Learn the basics 

of fishing. Bait provided. 
Free. Valentino Pier Park 
(Coffey Street, near Ferris 
Street in Red Hook). For 
info, visit www.nyc.gov/
parks/rangers. 

 Kid-friendly version 
of “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.” Free. Imagination 
Playground (enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue). For info, www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Learn 
about the eagle’s role in 
America’s identity. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [enter at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue, 
(718) 287-3400]. For info, 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon.

 Puppet show, 
“Aladdin and the Wonder-
ful Lamp.” $8 ($7 children). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], www.puppetworks.
org. 

 Children can sign a 
reproduction of the Dec-
laration of Independence 
with an authentic quill pen. 
Free. Prospect Park Lef-
ferts Historic House [enter 
park at Prospect Park West 
and Fifth Street, (718) 
965-8999]. For info, www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Science fun. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center (see venue info 
above).

 Story hour. Imagina-
tion Playground (see venue 
info above).

 Ringling Broth-
ers. See Friday, July 3. 

 Dance with Rolie 
Polie Guacamole. $15 
($5 siblings, adults free). 
Gumbo [493 Atlantic Ave. 
between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 855-
7808]. 

SUN, JULY 5
 Learn 

about Spain’s running of 
the bulls. $7.50 (museum 
admission). Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 “Alad-
din.” See Saturday, July 4. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue, (718) 287-3400].

 Ringling Brothers. 
See Friday, July 3.

 Science fun. See 
Saturday, July 4.

 “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” See Satur-
day, July 4. 

 Story hour. See 
Saturday, July 4.

MON, JULY 6
 Storytime. See 

Friday, July 3.
 Four kids’ rock 

bands perform. $10. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, JULY 7
 Stories in the 

garden. Volunteers read 
aloud. With lemonade 
and cookies. Free. Hoyt 
Street Garden [Atlantic 
Avenue at Hoyt Street in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 237-
0145]. 

WED, JULY 8
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, July 3. 
 Storytime. See 

Friday, July 3.

THURS, JULY 9
 Dance Around with 

Nat. $2.50. Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Ringling Brothers. 
See Friday, July 3. 

FRI, JULY 10
 Storytime. See 

Friday, July 3. 
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, July 3.
 Movie night. See 

Friday, July 3.

SAT, JULY 11
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, July 3. 
 “A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream.” See Satur-
day, July 4. 

 “Aladdin.” See 
Saturday, July 4.

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, July 4.

 Science fun. See 
Saturday, July 4.

 Story hour. See 
Saturday, July 4. 

 Dance with Rolie 
Polie Guacamole. See 
Saturday, July 4.

 They Might Be 
Giants family concert. $3 
(suggested). Prospect 
Park band shell (enter park 
at Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street). For 
info, www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

Family Dental Studio, P.C. 
OFFICE OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

Dr. Pawel Dyczek
Dr. Anna Dyczek

     Open 6 Days A Week

(718) 389-8200
(718) 389-0077
(718) 389-5387 cell

147 Driggs Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11222

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

at BROOKLYN FENCING CENTER

Beginners welcome!
Ages 7 & up 

Next session begins July 20th
REGISTER NOW!

Summer Fencing Camps

SUMMER ARTS CAMP 2009

SWIMMING
FIELD TRIPS

SCAVENGER HUNTS
ADVENTURE

Boerum Hill & Carroll 
Gardens locations

310 Atlantic Avenue (Boerum Hill)
119 Union St. (Carroll Gardens)
718-797-5600

www.creativeartsstudio.com

Our eight-week program for kids 2 to 12 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn how 

to measure, sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and 
knead, as they prepare wholesome and 
delicious foods from around the world.

Summer Mini-Camp
Birthday parties!
Classes meet at The Moxie Spot
81 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn Heights
To register, call Jane at  
(718) 797-0029
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com

THE 

SPOT 

Two Floors of 
Family, Food & Fun 

81 Atlantic Ave (@ Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 

FREE WEEKNIGHT KID’S MEAL!! 
Enjoy an Entrée or Special  

get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 
Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 

Visit www.themoxiespot.com for info  
on Daytime & Evening Family Activities 

MOXIE SUMMER TODDLER MINI-CAMP  
June 30th thru August 6th: Tu, Weds, Th 9:30-11:30a 
Flexible schedule and sign-up, for as little as $95/week, Ages 18 months to 4 years 

Kids Music Underground w John Carlin! Kids Cook w Jane Z! Storys, Art & Fun w Emily! 

read music, but somehow he 
managed to bang out tinkly 
renditions of some of his fa-
vorite Cole Porter songs. 
 For a Father’s Day gift, 
Smartmom would usually go 
to the Community Bookstore 
and buy him a book on one of 
his favorite topics like phi-
losophy, jazz, bird watching, 
or horse racing.
 He’d immediately start 
reading it and confirm that 
it was a very good choice.
 “How’d you know I’ve 
been wanting to read this?” 
he would ask.

A couple of years ago, 
Groovy Grandpa 
told Smartmom that 

he wasn’t a big fan of the 
Father’s Day holiday, but he 
appreciated the fact that she 
and Diaper Diva made such a 
big deal about it. Now Smart-
mom wonders why he wasn’t 
a big fan. Or maybe he was 
just kidding.
 Last year, Smartmom 
didn’t write a column about 
her dad for Father’s Day be-
cause when he first got sick, 
he asked her not to mention 
his illness in her column. She 
thought a Father’s Day col-
umn would be too maudlin, 
sad and elegiac. 
 About a week later, 
Groovy Grandpa said, “I 
thought you’d write a ‘Smart-
mom’ about me for Father’s 
Day.” 
 Smartmom was startled 

schoolyard of IS 71 at 4:30 
pm. The boy tried to get his 
iPod back, but the perp 
shoved him to the ground 
and biked away from the 
playground between Marcy 
and Harrison avenues.
 • A gun-wielding, ban-
danna-clad bicyclist mugged 
a 25-year-old woman on the 
Williamsburg Bridge foot-
path on June 23.
 The crook confronted the 
victim at 10:30 pm on the 
Brooklyn-side of the bridge 
and pulled out a pistol.
 The woman handed over 
her cellphone, a digital cam-
era and $30, and the bad guy 
biked towards Brooklyn.

Brutal slashing
 Cops nabbed a knife-tot-
ing bandit suspected of slash-
ing a 25-year-old repeatedly 
in the face on June 22.
 The perp — caught red-
handed holding two knives 
— allegedly stabbed the vic-
tim in the back, and cut his 
face and forearm after a dis-
pute in the lobby of a Hum-
boldt Street building.
 Police arrested a 21-year-
old suspect between Debe-
voise and Cook streets.
 — Ben Muessig

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Gunpoint rob
 Two gun-toting robbers 
held up the Zywiec grocery 
on Nassau Street early on 
June 28.
 The owner told cops that 
the thugs entered the store, 
which is at Newell Street, 
at around 1 am. One of 
them pulled the gun and 
screamed, “Don’t move or 
I’ll kill you!”
 The two men emptied the 
register, made off with the 
clerk’s wallet and cellphone, 
and helped themselves to 
cigarettes while they were 
behind the counter.

Hi-fried
 Burglars went nuts last 
week. Here’s a round-up:
 • Thieves broke into a 

Humboldt Street apartment 
between 7:30 pm and 9 pm 
on June 20 and made off 
with a laptop, a camera and 
an iPod. Cops said that the 
ground-floor doors of the 
building, which is between 
Frost and Withers streets, 
weren’t secured.
 • Next, gadget-hungry 
thugs broke into a Skill-
man Avenue apartment, 
grabbing a laptop, a digi-
tal camera, a digital video 
camera, a hard drive and an 
iPod. The 27-year-old vic-
tim’s roommates didn’t even 
wake up as the silent thieves 
entered through the front 
window of the building, be-
tween Lorimer and Leon-
ard streets, sometime after 
11:30 pm on June 21.
 • Crooks entered an apart-
ment on Broome Street near 
McGuinness Boulevard on 
June 25 while the tenant was 
at work — and left with his 
hard-earned laptop and flat-
screen monitor.

Pole vault
 Burglars got lots of Ben-
jamins — and an unknown 
number of Zygmunts! — 
when they broke into King-
sland Avenue apartment and 
stole U.S. and Polish ban-
knotes on June 26.
 The 32-year-old resident 
told cops that he discovered 
the crime at around 4 pm, 
when he returned to the unit, 
which is near Driggs Avenue. 
He told cops that crooks not 
only got the $2,000 in Amer-
ican money, but also jewelry, 
an iPod and the unspecified 
amount of zlotys.

Stupid criminal
 Officers arrested a 41-year-
old man for robbing another 
41-year-old man in McCarren 
Park at 1 pm on June 20.  
 The perp fled the park on 
a bike, but decided to return 
to the scene, where the victim 
and his friends were waiting. 
They chased him to Manhat-
tan Avenue, where he hid un-
der a truck until cops found 
him — still in possession of 
the victim’s wallet, police said
 — Robert Voris

Continued from page 4

BLOTTER…

it intends to begin this fall. 
 This work includes mod-
ernizing a tunnel that circu-
lates cleaner water from the 
Buttermilk Channel through 
the otherwise stagnant ca-
nal and expanding a pump-

ing station that will reduce 
the amount of raw sewage 
dumped into the Gowanus 
by 34 percent.
 Although Superfund won’t 
be as much of a hindrance as 
the city claimed, the mayor’s 
office is still pushing ahead 

with its alternate cleanup.
 The Bloomberg adminis-
tration says that those efforts 
to cultivate a viable option 
without the stigma and dura-
tion of Superfund are yield-
ing their first fruits.
 On Tuesday, Holloway said 
that National Grid is about to 
agree to share the cost of the 
first phase of a cleanup. The 
power utility is already respon-

sible for fully funding a cleanup 
of three former gas plants near 
the Gowanus Canal. 
 This would be the first sign 
that the polluters would opt to 
participate in a voluntary fund 
to pay for environmental stud-
ies, planning and, ultimately, 
the necessary dredging and 
uplands remediation.  
 After months of criticism 
that Superfund takes too long 

due to lawsuits, the EPA now 
says it could do a full cleanup 
of the canal and the land that 
leaches pollutants into it, just 
as fast as the city.
 “My timeline is pretty 
much the same — 9-1/2  
years,” said Walter Mug-
dan, who directs the EPA’s 
Superfund program in New 
York and New Jersey said at 
a meeting last Tuesday in PS 

32 on Hoyt Street. “There’s 
nothing we do that’s intrinsi-
cally different [than the city’s 
proposal].”
 Mugdan said a Superfund-
designated Gowanus Canal 
would get cleaner faster than 
ongoing cleanups of the Hud-
son and Passaic rivers be-
cause the Superfund pro-
gram is better than it was 
30 years ago.

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS

and the vendors don’t have the over-
head that the merchants have.”
 The board — which received no 
response from the city after issu-
ing a similar request last year — 
scorned the halal and hot-dog sell-
ers for odors, litter problem, and for 
operating “mini-restaurants” staffed 
with as many as two grillmasters 
in the carts and one waiter on the 
sidewalk.
 Bay Ridge restaurateurs added that 
the real problem is competition. 
 “Nobody likes them because they 
are stealing our customers,” said Do-
gan Karakas, owner of the Brooklyn 
Kebab Factory at the corner of 86th 
Street and Fourth Avenue. “They sell 
the same kind of thing that we do 
— though ours is 100 percent better, 

but sometimes people just want some-
thing quick and they go to them.”
 But Middle Eastern food vender 
Elyes Muileh said it’s the restau-
rants — and not his falafel sand-
wiches — that stink. 
 “We’ve got different food than 
[the restaurants] — and ours is bet-
ter. It’s like they’re trying to take 
my job and send me home broke.”,” 
said Muileh, who operates a cart at 
the corner of 86th Street and Fifth 
Avenue. 
 Sidewalk peddling advocates claim 
that vendors aren’t the reason why Bay 
Ridge restaurants are suffering.
 “They don’t have the same custom-
ers, they don’t have the same menus,” 
said Cheikh Fall, co-director of the 
Street Vendor Project. “It’s very easy 
to find a scapegoat.”

dled as he withdrew money from 
the only nearby cash machine. 
“And I’m outraged.”  
 Even an official from the city’s 
tourism agency, NYC & Com-
pany, couldn’t believe her ears 
when told of the onerous price 
levied by the ATM nestled close 
to the corner of Water Street. 
 “What?” asked Kimberly 
Spell, the group’s senior vice 
president. “It sounds very high 
— and it’s a little disconcert-
ing that it’s near three things 
[Grimaldi’s, the River Cafe and 
the Brooklyn Bridge] that we 
promote so much.
 “It’s a shame to hear they may 
be taking advantage of tourists,” 
added Spell. 
 Safe & Sound Courier Service 

from Nassau County owns the 
machine in front of Pete’s Down-
town and declined to comment 
for this article.
 Safe & Sound’s surcharge sur-
passes the costs imposed by huge 
multinational banks like Chase, 
which charges $3 a pop for non-
account holders, and the termi-
nals on the tourist-trap Boardwalk 
in Coney Island, which have also 
hit the $3 mark in some cases. 
 Of course, the customers aren’t 
being duped into paying the ser-
vice cost. Like other ATMs, they 
must accept the charge or can-
cel the transaction.
 But that didn’t satisfied some 
customers.
 “Yes, I’m consenting to pay, 
but it makes me sick to use so 
much of my money just to get 
any money,” said one disgrun-
tled out-of-town woman. 
 — with Thomas Nocera

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The traffic circle at the southeast 
corner of Prospect Park is such a 
mess that the neighborhood group 
most known for its disapproval of the 
Department of Transportation has 
joined forces with the hated agency 
in support of a plan to lessen traffic, 
ease pedestrian crossing, and improve 
safety for bicyclists and horses.
 Windsor Terrace’s Community 
Board 7 voted unanimously in June 
to support a short-term redesign of 
Park Circle, the large rotary where 

three, and replacing unused stretches 
of asphalt with landscaping.
 New signage would make the 
traffic circle easier for drivers to 
navigate, while narrowing the road-
way would keep cars from speed-
ing, according to a Department of 
Transportation spokesman.
 The city also intends to merge 
Prospect Park’s vehicular entrance 
and exit into a single roadway, while 
using the former automotive exit as 
an entrance to the park for cyclists 
and horseback riders.
 Bikers and equestrians would also 
benefit from a pair of buffered cy-
cling and horsing lanes that will 
loop around the traffic circle. 
 For walkers, the city will install 
shorter and more direct crosswalks 
between the circle itself and Park-
side Avenue, and on Prospect Park 
Southwest and Ocean Parkway — 
a drag that would also receive a 
makeover intended to remedy its 
expressway-like look.
 Park Circle pedestrians, bikers, 
drivers, and horseback riders told 
The Brooklyn Paper that something 
needs to be done to make the round-
about safer.
 “It’s so dangerous. The road def-
initely needs to be changed,” said 
driver Yvette Castro. “Some drivers 
just don’t care — and with the setup 
here that’s not a good thing.”
 Pedestrian Catherine Quamina 
agreed.
 “Park Circle needs to be changed,” 
she said. “The crosswalks are so 
confusing, so many different direc-
tions to go — it’s not clear at all.”
 — with Thomas Nocera

Prospect Park Southwest, Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway, Coney Island Ave-
nue and Parkside Avenue all come 
together.
 “We were quite pleased that they 
came to the community and solicited 
people’s thoughts and experiences,” 
said the board’s district manager, Jer-
emy Laufer, evoking an April ker-
fuffle over the city’s unilateral de-
cision to close vehicular entrances 
and exits in Prospect Park.
 The Park Circle plan — which 
could turn into a reality as early as 
this fall — calls for shrinking the 
roadway from four lanes of traffic to 

City aims to fix mess at Windsor Terrace entrance

The city wants to fix the confusing intersection at the south-
east corner of Prospect Park, helping bicyclists, pedestrians, 
cars and even horses get through Park Circle easier.
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here’s only one reaction that a true 
New Yorker could have to this 
week’s report that Bay Ridge’s 

community board has again asked the 
city to bar food vendors from some of 
the neighborhood’s main commercial 
strips.
 Give us a freakin’ break!
 If there is anything that defines this 
city — and distinguishes it from the 
homogenized, generic dead zones that 
masquerade as urban centers in virtu-
ally every other big city in the coun-
try — it is the vitality of our street 
life.
 Is it sometimes messy? Is it some-
times tumultuous? Certainly. But the al-
ternative is block after block of subur-
ban dystopia.
 But even more important than the 
streetscape is the valuable service that 
licensed street food vendors provide. In 
an era when everyone needs to stretch 
the dollar, is there anything more wel-
come than a $3.50 falafel sandwich or 
a $4 chicken shawarma?

vendors are members of our communi-
ties, too — paying taxes, working hard, 
sending their kids to public schools. As 
such, their struggles are equally worthy 
of our attention as those of neighbor-
hood restaurant owners.
 But the larger issue — the suppos-
edly unfair competition that benefits ven-
dors — is simply a straw man. Competi-
tion among businesses is the only thing 
that ensures a vibrant business commu-
nity. 
 What incentive would the owners of, 
say, Karam on Fourth Avenue have for 
holding down the price of their inde-
scribably great chicken sandwich if there 
was not a street food vendor nearby sell-
ing a similar (though not as good) sand-
wich for a little less?
 And Community Board 10 needs to 
heed the most important evidence that 
the public wants its street food vendors: 
they’re always busy with loyal custom-
ers!
 Save our streets and save our lunches 
— keep the food vendors.

 Not to Community Board 10, which 
has embraced a specious claim from lo-
cal restaurateurs that street vendors are 
unfair competition because they pay no 
rent. 
 Last week, the board called on the 
city to ban food vendors from 86th Street 
between Fourth Avenue and Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway, as well as Fourth and 
Fifth avenues between 84th and 88th 
streets.
 This is downright un-American.
 For one thing, if the street vendors are, 
as the community board contends, caus-
ing litter or selling unsafe food, there is 
already an enforcement mechanism in 
place for the city to issue summonses 
or revoke licenses.
 And, lest we forget, most of these food 

A new proposal to ban street 
food vendors in Bay Ridge is 
not only bad for consumers, 
it’s downright un-American!

LETTERS

To the editor,
 I am writing to voice my sup-
port for Superfund designation of 
the Gowanus Canal (“Showdown 
on the canal,” April 30). Accord-
ing to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, there is nothing in 
Superfund designation that would 
stop the city from beginning to 
address the sewer overflow issue. 
So why is the city saying that it 
can not? Lies. 
 And what’s this about devel-
opers backing out if the area is 
designated a Superfund site? As 
a homeowner who stands to gain 
plenty with redevelopment, I say 
let them leave. There are plenty 
of local builders who would ben-
efit from having the canal clean.  

To the editor,
 A few articles in past editions 
of The Brooklyn Paper brushed 
upon fear of prostitution.
 In an article about an automatic 
public toilet (“Hold it,” March 17), 
you wrote that “after 15 minutes, 
its door opens to discourage va-
grants and deviants from camp-
ing out or prostitutes from ply-
ing their trade.”
 Two months later, the story 
(“Name this tune? Karaoke bar 
says board is clueless,” June 21), 
about concerns of prostitution in 
a karaoke bar, quoted a resident 
saying, “We don’t need no hook-
ers in here!”
 I feel this is an unnecessary 
prejudice toward sex workers. If 
prostitution were regulated, peo-
ple would not even think about it 
occurring in such places because 
there would be designated areas 
for that. 
 There are other benefits to reg-
ulating prostitution, such as the 
reduction of trafficking in sex 
workers, slowing the spread of 
disease, and boosts in both em-
ployment and the economy at 
large.  
 Victoria Booth, Bay Ridge

To the editor,
 Had the city used The Brooklyn 
Paper’s restrictive criteria for install-
ing bike lanes, New York wouldn’t 
have a bike lane network at all (“A 
bike lane solution,” editorial, June 
19). What is most stunning about 
it is the omission of the most-im-
portant rationale for a bike lane: the 
presence of cyclists.
 Fifth Avenue carries a phe-
nomenal amount of bicycle traf-
fic, much of which is destined 
for businesses and institutions on 
Fifth Avenue itself. These are rid-
ers who will be on Fifth Avenue, 
bike lane or not, and they deserve 
the safety of a dedicated space.
 Many Fifth Avenue merchants 
have already voiced their support 
for the safety of their bicycle-borne 
customers. 
 And a little digging in the ar-
chives would have revealed that 
the Fifth Avenue bike lane was 
installed by the city at the request 
of 103 Fifth Avenue businesses, 
something your editorial, and the 
handful of area bike lane oppo-
nents, fail to mention. 
 Wiley Norvell, Greenpoint

The writer is the spokesman 
for Transportation Alternatives.

little like witnessing a train wreck. 
You can hardly tear your eyes away 
from the disturbing image of con-
testants stuffing 50-plus hot dogs 
in their faces in 10 minutes.
 It’s interesting that a behavior 
like mindless overeating, which 
most people work years to over-
come and contributes to one of the 
largest health concerns in Amer-
ica, is embraced, glorified and re-
warded in these contests.
 I believe that learning to man-
age your eating habits is one of 
the most important life skills you 
can have. It’s not easy. We have to 
fight each day to do it well in such 
a warped eating world that tele-
vises people bingeing on food.
 Susan Albers, Ohio

To the editor,
 Thurston Dooley calls ele-
phants “slow, smell[y] and polit-
ically compromised” (“ ‘Great-
est show’ misses the mark,” June 
26).
 They are not so slow when 
they aren’t being chained up by 
Ringling Brothers for profit. In 
the wild, they travel hundreds of 
miles a day.
 Wayne Johnson, 
 Brooklyn Heights

I much favor small-scale, natural 
developments that respond directly 
to the neighborhood’s needs. 
 Michael King, Gowanus

To the editor,  
      Cadman Plaza Park in Brook-
lyn Heights uses a small tank truck 
each morning to spray the artifi-
cial turf with weed killer.
The worker wears a mask to keep 
out the fumes as she coats poi-
son on the perimeter of the ball 
field using a hose.
 Of course, I tell her to stop.  
But I am not there all the time.
 The Park Department should 
use the same tools most garden-
ers do to extract weeds: sweat and 
muscle, spade and fork.  
 Justine Swartz, 
 Brooklyn Heights

To the editor,
 Unfortunately, the annual Na-
than’s Hot Dog Eating Contest is 
coming up again (“Man eat dog,” 
Editors’ picks, June 26). It is my 
hope that someday eating contests 
like this might be put to an end.
 Watching eating contests are a 

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

WEB CHATTER

  Our online story about a Bay Ridge group’s efforts to 
ban food vending (re-printed here on page 1) received 
an astounding number of comments. Here’s a fair syn-
opsis:
 It’s amazing how these community boards, business improve-
ment districts, whatever, will take the ill-founded complaints of 
one or two people who don’t like competition and generalize them 
into “a community-wide problem.” The only people complaining 
about street vendors are two store owners. Everyone else thinks 
they’re great. Big V from Park Slope

 Store owners would rather complain about competition than 
improve their products. If supermarkets had decent produce and 
if restaurants had food that could match the street vendors’ of-
ferings, this wouldn’t be a problem. Ben K. from Park Slope 

 Yep, rent-seeking, pure and simple. When you can’t compete, 
you get the state to destroy your competition for you. OTOH, I 
have my own problems with vendors, not in Bay Ridge where the 
sidewalks are generally nice and wide, but in places like lower 
Broadway and the Village where you have to walk in the street 
because there’s not enough room on the sidewalk.
 Rhywun from Bay Ridge

 Please don’t take away my beloved street meat! The guy on 
86th Street and Fifth Avenue next to Chase is the best!
 Steve from Bay Ridge

 Yeeesh, the kebab place just opened three months ago and al-
ready decided that vendors are swiping business? Sounds like 
they can’t compete and can’t shut down the other shops, so they 
are hitting the vendors. That stinks. 
 We started to go there because it was right near the train, but 
we’re crossing them off our list.  Gourmand from Bay Ridge

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
G O E T H A L S  B R I D G E  R E P L A C E M E N T

Please Join the United States Coast Guard at 

FORMAL PUBLIC MEETINGS
to Comment on the 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for the Proposed 

Goethals Bridge Replacement 

Project information will be available for review and comments will be 
received and recorded.

Elizabeth: Wednesday, July 8, 2009
Elizabeth City Hall - Council Chambers
50 Winfield Scott Plaza - Elizabeth, NJ

Staten Island: Thursday, July 9, 2009
Staten Island Hotel - Harbor Room

1415 Richmond Avenue - Staten Island, NY

4:00 - 8:00 PM
Presentation at 4:30 PM and repeated at 6:30 PM

Register to speak between 4:00 and 8:00 PM

The DEIS is now available for review on the project Web site at 

www.goethalseis.com
Written comments can be submitted by July 28th, 2009 to: 

Commander (dpb), First Coast Guard District, One South Street, New 
York, NY 10004, Attn: Mr. G. Kassof or by fax to: (212) 668-7967 

or on the project Web site.

For more information or special needs assistance, 
please contact (917) 339-0488.
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CLINTON HILL
Beautiful Spacious Lofts

Near Subway.
Only 10 Min. To Manhattan

STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BR
NO FEE plus ONE MONTH FREE!

To view call 718-399-7625
www.TAAFFELLOFTS.COM

PROSPECT
HEIGHTS
2 Locations

1. Newly constructed Hi rise;
balconies with views. Near park, 
subway, shopping.
2. Renovated spacious apts. in 
former Interfaith Hospital.

NO FEE!

To view call Mike
718-636-3888 or 

cell 202-412-0902
www.prospectlofts.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT
BROOKLYN

Price = $12 / sq ft.
Can rent separately.

Will build to suit.
Available July 1st 

Over 500 sq ft store space 
with use of the basement.

Asking $1,500/month.

Broker:

COMMERCIAL SPACE
BROOKLYN

CO-OPS & CONDOS FOR SALE ELSEWHERE

HOUSES FOR SALE
BROOKLYN

HOUSES FOR SALE
ELSEWHERE

3 Story End-Unit Townhouse
Mint Condition 1 Bedroom, 

all new appliances & up-
grades. Garage with laundry
room, walk-in closet, eat-in

kitchen, Close to Xbus, shop-
ping.

Help Kids in Need

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED

mike.grau@bayridgetoyota.com

RESTAURANT

EOE M/F/D/V

SUMMER OPEN HOUSE EVENTS
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

Every Wednesday & Thursday
July & August

10am-3pm
BROOKLYN

HASSLE-FREE INTERVIEWS

 212-609-7906 
artie.feinstein@vnsny.org

www.vnsny.org

In House/
Field Representative
NJ based company seeks can-
didates with exp. in customer

-
vices and/or Medicaid in a

Medicaid, Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-

at 973-614-0101

ENTERTAINMENT

SERVICES:

SOFTWARE:

ATTORNEYS ATTORNEYS
Protect Family Assets 
From Bad Marriages, 

 In-laws & Heirs
Call 718-943-3638 

For my special report on the
Main Benefits of Living Trust 

Privacy & Control
Frederick J.  Martorell, Esq., P.C.

1275 81 St. Brooklyn, 11228 

www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

HOUSES FOR SALE
BROOKLYN
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Religious Services
To advertise in  
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Call (718)The Brooklyn Classifieds

L32-

Serving NYC since 1986

E22

CARPET CLEANING

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE

ENLIGHTENED

A20

A41

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

FREE ESTIMATES

by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith (646) 423-7674

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO

TO COUNTRY STUFF

AND FINE ANTIQUES

ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

C13
INSUREDLICENSED

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

A36

kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com

A33

C15

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone

www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

D&G Handyman
Repairs of all kinds

BIG & small 

Save $$ over a high
Priced Contractor 

Call : 718 788-1604 
www.DGHandyman.com

A35

FREE ESTIMATE

A34

HANDYMAN

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

www.ejmovers.com
USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

A33-03

We do last minute jobs!
Expert packers

TOP HAT MOVERS

AMEX

MOVERS

HAIDER

A33-10

Commercial

NYC Master Plumber Lic. # 886

www.plumbingandplumbing.com
1973 63rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204

Best Prices Around! 

Call
www.MHworldconstruction.com

15% OFF 

A39

ARCHITECTS

CARPENTRY

CARPET CLEANING

CLEANING
SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

BATHTUB REGLAZING

BATHROOM & KITCHEN

CARPETS

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

DECKS

ELECTRICIANS

ESTATE
PURCHASES

EXTERMINATOR

FLOORS

GARDENING

HANDYMAN

MOVERS-LICENSED

INSULATION

PLUMBING

ROOFING

RUBBISH REMOVAL

PAINTING

L32/13

PAINTING

L32-08

PLUMBING

Professional service

ROOFING

A32

H&J

Residential
Industrial Commercial

RUBBISH REMOVAL

MULTI-RUBBISH 
REMOVAL & DEMO

We Do Clean-Outs, House
Stores, Bsmts, Bkyds, 

(347) 210-4988

TREE SERVICES

UPHOLSTERY

WINDOWS

PAINTING

PAINTING

CONTRACTORS CONTRACTORS
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