
 “It represents an investment in a neighborhood 
that was witnessing a lot of private investment a 
few years ago during the boom, but has recently 
dried up,” said Lombino. “We think this invest-
ment is important to keep up the momentum in 
the neighborhood.”
 The project, located along the Fulton Mall be-
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn Bridge Park is finally be-
ing built.
 The decades-old dream of a waterfront 
greenspace stretching from DUMBO to 
the foot of Atlantic Avenue — up to now, 
a dream deferred, thanks to a state re-
quirement that the park be self-sustain-
ing — is beginning to take shape.
 A fully landscaped Pier 1 at the end of 
Old Fulton Street and a partial park on 
Pier 6 at the southern end will open just 
before the end of the year, said Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Development Corpora-
tion President Regina Myer, who gave 
The Brooklyn Paper a tour of the con-
struction site.
 Myer said that the full work on Pier 
1 and the partial work on Pier 6 would 
cost around $100 million and require 
about $4 million per year for mainte-
nance. For now, $3 million per year is 
being contributed from the residents of 
the One Brooklyn Bridge Park condo, 
who make “payments in lieu of taxes” 
for park upkeep.
 Myer said that the condo building 
has been making such payments since 
early 2008, so there is enough money 
in the bank to maintain the soon-to-
open greenspace until additional resi-
dential, commercial and hotel proper-
ties join the funding stream, although it 
remains in doubt whether such sources 
of cash will materialize.
 And vast portions of the park re-
main unfunded.
 “We’re building what we can build 
and we believe that once it’s done, it 
will provide the impetus for the next 
step,” Myer said. 
 In addition to the work on Pier 1, 
Pier 6 is being readied as a “destina-

Brooklyn’s waterfront oasis takes shape

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A $2.7-million plan to install 
antique-looking lampposts will 
bring light to Brooklyn Heights 
— but it ain’t light on the wal-
let.
 The Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation is on the verge of se-
curing $400,000 in pork from 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D–
Sunset Park) to join $250,000 
that the group has already re-
ceived via Councilman David 

Yassky (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
— money that will fund the re-
placement of the 229 still-func-
tioning “cobra head” streetlights 
with replicas of cast-iron, “bish-
op’s crooks” lamps befitting a 
historic neighborhood.
 Such old-timey lights al-
ready line Montague Street 
and the north side of Atlan-
tic Avenue, and they illumi-
nated all of Brooklyn Heights 
when the neighborhood became 
the city’s first historic district 

in 1965. But the iconic curled 
lamps were ripped out later in 
that decade to make room for 
today’s Modernist aluminum 
poles.
 Each replica bishop’s crook 
light costs about $10,000, while 
a standard cobra head lamps 
retails for only $4,000, said a 
spokesman from the Depart-
ment of Transportation — the 
agency which oversees all street 
light issues.
 But the antique-looking 

streetlights are well worth the 
high price, according to Brook-
lyn Heights Association Presi-
dent Judy Stanton.
 “They are beautiful, they en-
hance the neighborhood, and 
they are consistent with the his-
tory of the Heights,” said Stan-
ton, who described the instal-
lation of the replica lamps as 
a means of creating jobs and 
promoting tourism. 

Uncle Sam to pick up tab for replica lamps

New York’s best 
election coverage

New York’s best 
election coverage

tion playground,” a dog run, volley-
ball nets and a food and beer conces-
sion. 
 And the current parking zone at the 
foot of Old Fulton Street will be trans-
formed into a planted gateway to the 
park itself, a change that is not reflected 
on any current renderings.
 “We have to do this so that people 
feel that they are entering a grand park,” 
Myer said. 
 “Right now, it’s a parking area, not 
a gateway.”

THE STOOP: Granite recovered from construction sites form a set of 
stairs right up against the East River, providing a stoop-like gather-
ing point. Hopefully, stoop-drinking tickets won’t be issued.
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A wide, bench-lined walkway (left) will bring visitors into the park and towards a great lawn with views 
of the Brooklyn Bridge (center). Park designers have also excavated part of Pier 1 to create a tidal pool 
that will allow people access to the water itself, a popular feature of the city park at the foot of Main 
Street in nearby DUMBO.
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CREAM OF 
THE CROPS

These agri-babes will turn 
your backyard into a farm
By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 In the backyard of Zac Fisher’s 
Ditmas Park home, there’s a cab-
bage patch where the lounge chair 
should be.
 And where most peo-
ple put the barbecue, 
Fisher has collard 
greens.
 And where neigh-
bors and friends 
would gather at a big 
metal table, there’s 
a hydroponic lettuce 
nursery.
 Fisher doesn’t do any 
farming — “If I did that, nothing 
would grow,” he said — but instead 
has chosen to participate in what 
could be one of the greatest urban 
agricultural movements, if not the 
only urban agricultural movement, 
since the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon.
 Fisher put up one-quarter of the 
initial seed money (that’s figurative 
and literal, of course) and turned 
over the day-to-day operation of his 
600-square-foot backyard to Sta-
cey Murphy, founder of BK Farm-
yards. In exchange, he gets 25 to 
33 percent of the crop.

 It’s sharecropping, but with a 
Brooklyn accent.
 “Actually, that was our slogan 
originally — ‘Sharecropping, 
Brooklyn-style,’” said Murphy, an 

architect by trade. “But we 
worried that it would be 

offensive, so we went 
with ‘You have the 
land, we grow the 
produce.’”
      Murphy, a Mich-
igan native who now 
lives in farm-free 

Brooklyn Heights, 
started BK Farmyards 

in May and already counts 
two Ditmas Park backyards as 

her partitioned plantation. Six more 
landowners say they’ll turn over 
their yards next spring, when they 
can get a full growing season.
 “I had to come to New York City 
to become a farmer,” Murphy said, 
showing off three rows of produce 
that run the gamut from Swiss chard 
to tomatillos to herbs to eggplants 
to beets.
 The concept is simple: there 
are tens of thousands of unfarmed 
acres in Brooklyn, but all that ara-
ble land is imprisoned in backyards 
See BACKYARDS on page 11

Pork — the other light 
meat: Fed money will pay 
for antique streetlights.
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See LIGHTS on page 6

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A comatose Downtown development got the 
breath of life last week, in the form of a $20 
million in tax-exempt federal stimulus bonds to 
jumpstart the stalled plan to construct housing, 
retail space, and offices at Albee Square.
 The delayed CityPoint project — which initially 

included plans 
for the tallest 
building in the 
borough, more 
than 800 apart-
ments, as well 
as commercial 
space and room 
for national re-
tailers — will re-
ceive the federal 

bailout because work on the shovel-ready project 
might help the neighborhood’s economy, said Da-
vid Lombino, senior vice president of the city’s 
Economic Development Corporation.

Stalled D’town tower gets by with a little help from the feds

Find out what Council 
candidates are saying about 

Brooklyn Bridge Park at 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 One Republican City Coun-
cil candidate is not running on 
his record — his criminal record, 
that is. 
 George Smith, a long shot to 
succeed Councilman Bill De-
Blasio (D–Park Slope) in the 
heavily Democratic district, is 
currently facing sex abuse charges 

he said. 
 Court filings suggest other-
wise.
 Documents obtained by 
The Brooklyn Paper show that 
in March, Nassau County Su-
preme Court ordered Smith to re-
turn $50,005 that he took three 
months earlier from the joint 
checking account he shared with 

 Smith is scheduled to appear 
in Nassau County court on Sept. 
9, six days before the primary, 
for misdemeanor sex abuse, sex-
ual misconduct, forcible touch-
ing and harassment from an in-
cident last December involving 
his estranged wife. 
 He faces a year in jail, the dis-
trict attorney’s office said. 
 “I’m 100 percent innocent,” 

them the embarrassment of his 
scandal-scarred bid and, Smith 
will continue his run for public 
office. 
 “Yes, we have volunteers out 
there now,” Smith told The Brook-
lyn Paper on Wednesday, the day 
after he participated in a Transpor-
tation Alternatives debate hours 
after The New York Post reported 
his legal travails.

and served jail time in 1996 for 
impersonating a police officer 
while committing a robbery.
 Yet even with this rap sheet, 
and pressure from his opponent 
and some party officials to spare 

Republican Party’s Smith and lesson
GOP candidate says he’s a changed man since 1996 robbery conviction

George Smith’s mugshot. George Smith’s headshot.
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See SMITH on page 5

The developers of the former site of the Albee Square Mall wanted a bailout — and they got it! 
The planned building is shown at left.
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Tommy Safian, owner of Nova Zembla, an Atlantic Avenue 
furniture store, is still fighting an expensive Con Ed bill.

SHOCKED!
$1,200 for his electric bill

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 S

ha
nn

o
n 

G
ei

s

By Shannon Geis
for The Brooklyn Paper

 He may have been the victim of 
a crime, but Tommy Safian is the 
who is paying the penalty.
 Con Edison has hit the furniture 
store owner with a bill for $1,400 
that covers three months of service 
— even though Safian has years 

of documentation showing that he 
never had a monthly bill more than 
$50 at his Red Hook warehouse.
 “It’s just an unmanned ware-
house with an electric gate and 
some fluores cent lights,” said Safian, 
owner of Nova Zembla, an Atlan-
tic Avenue furniture store. “There’s 

See HOLE on page 6
See SHOCKED on page 11

Stacey Murphy and Bruni Torras are urban sharecroppers.
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WHEN: Friday, August 28
TIME:     2 pm – 7:30 pm
WHERE: The BusMobile 

at Crunch, 330 Flatbush 
Avenue (between Seventh 
Avenue and Sterling Place)

FOR MORE INFO:  
Call (718) 783 -1685  
or go to www.nfbid.com

Donating blood is literally 
giving the gift of life. Each day, 

the NY Blood Center needs close 
to 2,000 people to roll up their 
sleeves to give that gift. There is 
simply no substitute for voluntarily 
donated blood. Without donors, 
our community would not have an 
adequate blood supply. Please join 
us by donating blood today!

presents 

Our Annual Blood Drive
Sponsored by Crunch and Healthy Nibbles

The North Flatbush Avenue 
Business Improvement District

Receive a FREE one 
week guest pass 
to Crunch when 

you donate blood

accompanied by parent.

Receive a FREE 
organic juice from 

Healthy Nibbles

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE...
DONATE BLOOD TODAY!

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

 Three men followed their 
victim from his Sixth Avenue 
home on Aug. 14 and eventu-
ally pulled a gun and mugged 
him for cash, cards and fancy 
electronics.
 The victim told cops that 
he had left his home, which is 
at 10th Street, at around 4:50 
am to head to work when the 
three men showed up out of 
nowhere and one pulled out 
a gun.
 “Give me your wallet,” the 
gunman suggested.
 When the victim complied, 
the other two men rifled his 
bag, stealing an iPod, a Black-
berry, credit and debit cards, 
clothes and a spiral notebook 
valued at $2.
 The victim still had to go 
to work.

A big byte
 A thief broke into a 12th 
Street apartment on Aug. 7 
and stole a computer and a 
fancy gaming system.
 The tenant in the unit, 
which is between Eighth Av-
enue and Prospect Park West 
told cops that he was not in 
the apartment from 1:30 until 
10:30 pm, giving the thief am-
ple time to break in through 
a rear window and take the 
Apple laptop and the Xbox 
console.

Meat is mug
 A Boar’s Head driver was 
robbed of $12,002 in a bra-
zen attack by a gunman and 
two accomplices on Bergen 
Street on Aug. 14.
 The man was making a 
delivery on the great block 

between Flatbush and Fifth 
avenues at around noon when 
the gunman approached and 
said (ironically, given that the 
trucker was delivering sand-
wich meats), “Don’t be a hero 
— give me the money.”
 The driver handed over the 
$2 in his pocket, but the thief 
wanted more, ordering the 
trucker to open the safe.
 That’s where the real 
money was — $12,000 that 
the thief took before hopping 
into a gray Honda driven by 
an accomplice.

Bank scam
 A grifter scammed a 
36-year-old woman out of 
$2,500 on Aug. 12 in the 
old “switch the bag” scam.
 According to cops, the thief 
approached the woman near 
the Chase Bank on Fifth Ave-
nue near Ninth Street and said 
that she had just found a hand-
bag containing $7,000.
 The victim’s red flags 
should’ve started going up 
the mast when the thief of-
fered to split the money. And 
said flag should have been 
flying full staff when the thief 
said that in order to trust the 
victim, the victim needed to 
withdraw $2,500 from her 
account.
 The duo then exchanged 
bags as a show of trust, but 
the thief ran off with the vic-
tim’s cash.

Wheel bad
 And, of course, it would 
not be Park Slope without a 
spate of car thefts and break-
ins. Here’s the damage:
 • A man who parked his 
car on Ninth Street near Fifth 
Avenue at around 3:50 am on 
Aug. 15 returned just minutes 
later to find that it had been 
stolen. He later told cops that 
he had left the keys in the ig-
nition of the Nissan Altima 
as he got coffee at a deli.
 • Another man lost his 
car when he left it running 
at the corner of Fifth Avenue 
and First Street on Aug. 15 at 
around 6:30 am. This time, 
the vehicle was a 2007 Chevy 
Equanox valued at $31,000.
 • The stretch of Flatbush 
Avenue near the Prospect Park 
Zoo was once again a thieves’ 
playground as a Dodge Dur-
ango, with thousands of dol-
lars in photographic equip-
ment, was stolen on Aug. 15 
at around 3 pm. The quiet 
stretch between Grand Army 
Plaza and Empire Boulevard 
makes regular appearances 
in these pages.
 • A thief stole all four tires 
off a Honda Fit that had been 
parked on 10th Street between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West overnight on July 
10. The crime was in the blot-
ter this week because the vic-
tim, who lives on 13th Street, 

finally got the bill for the miss-
ing wheels — and it exceeded 
$2,000, making this a grand, 
not petit, larceny case.
 • Five days later on the 
same block, a thug smashed 
through the front window of 
a 2003 Volkswagen and stole 
a video iPod.

Don’t smoke
 Two knife-wielding scum-
bags slashed a man on Third 
Street on Aug. 5 after ask-
ing him to bum a smoke.
 The 26-year-old victim 
told cops that he was head-
ing near the corner of Fourth 
Avenue at around 11 pm when 
one of the thugs approached 
and said, “Can I have a cig-
arette.”
 When the man refused, 
the man made the demand 
a bit more expensive.
 “Give me your money,” 
he said, grabbing the man’s 
Yankee cap and then pull-
ing out the knife.
 That’s when the victim 
handed over $70, but that 
wasn’t enough, apparently, 
so the thug slashed the man 
in the upper arm.
 Both men fled towards 
Third Avenue and the vic-
tim walked himself to New 
York Methodist Hospital.

Dean scream
 A resident of Dean Street 
came home on Aug. 6 to find 
that a thief had broken in and 
taken a $2,000 leather jacket 
and lots of tools.
 The tenant told cops that 
he was not in the building, 
which is between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues, from 2:30 to 
5:30 pm that day.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Lots of snatches
 Petty purse grabbers were 
on the loose this week. Here’s 
a round-up:
 • A thief grabbed a wom-
an’s purse in the restroom of 
Wendy’s on Fulton Street at 
around 3:30 pm on Aug. 12. 
The woman had placed the 
bag on top of the trashcan 
and left the bathroom. When 
she returned a few minutes 
later, the bag was gone.
 • Thieves snatched a purse 
sitting on the back of a stroller 
on Jay Street between John-
son and Tillary streets at 
around 2 pm on Aug. 10.
 • A thief took a straphang-
er’s wallet on a Flatbush Av-
enue-bound 2 train near the 
Hoyt Street station on Aug. 9. 
The victim had fallen asleep 
on the train at around 4 am 
and awoke to find that the 
perp had razored his jeans 
and removed his wallet. 
 • Thieves took the purse of 
an employee of a Court Street 
gym on Aug. 12. The victim 
told police that two men en-
tered the gym, which is near 
Warren Street, at around 4 
pm.
 • A thug took a woman’s 
purse on York Street early 
on Aug. 11. The woman was 
near Jay Street at around 5 
am when a thug approached 
her, punched her in the face, 
and pushed her to the ground 
before grabbing her purse.
 • Thieves grabbed a wom-
an’s purse in the Rainbow 
clothing store on Fulton 
Street on Aug. 14. The woman 
placed her purse on the top 
of her stroller while shop-
ping at the store on the cor-
ner of Bridge Street. She then 
turned around and walked 
away, leaving the bag unat-
tended. When she returned, 
her bag was missing.
 • A thief took a North Car-
olina man’s wallet at a bar on 
Atlantic Avenue on Aug. 9. 
The man was at Deity, which 
is between Hoyt and Bonds 
streets, at around 2:30 am 
when noticed that his wal-
let was gone.

Skate swipe
 Thieves grabbed a man’s 
iPod on Furman Street on 
Aug. 15.
 The man was riding his 
skateboard near the intersec-
tion of what would be Mon-
tague Street at around 9:30 
pm when he was approached 
by three perps who wanted 
the fancy digital music de-
vice and threatened him with 
physical injury to get it. 

Below us
 Subway thieves made 
quick work of two riders 
last week:
 • Thugs took a woman’s 
iPod on the Q train at around 
9:30 pm on Aug. 9 near the 
DeKalb Avenue station.
 • And pernicious jerks 
grabbed a woman’s fancy 
cellphone on the G train at 
around the same time on Aug. 
12. In this case, the victim 
was stopped at the Hoyt-
Schermerhorn station when 
a man grabbed her iPhone.

Taxi grab
 Thieves took a taxi driv-
er’s navigation system, radio, 
and wallet on Pacific Street 
early on Aug. 14.
 The taxi driver was wait-
ing for a passenger between 
Bond and Nevins streets at 
around 5 am when three thugs 
approached and put a gun to 
the driver’s head.
 The perps ordered him out 
of the car while they grabbed 
the goods.
 — Shannon Geis

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Skelly skell
 A thief snatched a teen’s 
cellphone on Aug. 7 while 
the victim played the clas-
sic Brooklyn street game 
skelly.
 The crook grabbed the 
navy T-Mobile Sidekick 
from 15-year-old victim’s 
back pocket as he bent over 
to play the long-lost bottle 
cap game at around 9:15 pm 
on West Ninth Street be-
tween Columbia and Hicks 
streets.

Burrito bandito
 A gun-toting crook 
mugged a Court Street man 
inside a Mexican restaurant 
in a brazen Aug. 2 stick-up.
 The mugger — who was 
sitting on the victim’s stoop 
before the robbery — con-
fronted the 23-year-old when 
as he returned home at around 
10 pm and demanded cash.
 The victim declined, and 
instead of entering his home, 
which is between Baltic and 
Kane streets, he walked to a 
nearby eatery.
 The mugger followed the 
victim into the restaurant, this 
time revealing the handle of 
a firearm.
 The victim withdrew $300 
from the restaurant’s ATM 
and the crook fled.

Meat-hauls
 A thief broke into a car 
in Ikea’s parking and made 
off with cash and valuables 
while the victims shopped in 
the Swedish furniture store 
on Aug. 4.
 The crook shattered a pas-
senger-side window of a car in 
the Beard Street lot between 
6 and 7 pm and grabbed $350 
from the glove box, as well 
as a purse that contained a 
Canon camera, an iPod, 
$600, a Louis Vuitton wal-
let, IDs, keys, glasses, and 
gift cards.

Dual gunmen
 A pair of armed perps 
stuck up two men at the corner 
of Sackett and Bond streets 
on Aug. 11.
 The crooks confronted 
the two men from behind at 
around 2:40 am, pulled out 
black handguns and one said, 
“Don’t move or I will shoot 
you.”
 The mugger removed $110 
and a Samsung phone before 
fleeing with his accomplice 
in a black car.
 — Ben Muessig

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Grab & snatch
 Two robbers mugged a 
man at Sterling Place early 
on Aug. 15.
 The victim told cops that he 
was near Vanderbilt Avenue 
when the muggers grabbed 
him and stole his cellphone 
and wallet, which contained 
$40.
 Cops are investigating 
whether this latest tag-team 
robbery is linked to a spate 
of muggings by a dastardly 
duo in the neighborhood, 
which was first reported in 
last week’s Police Blotter.
 — Robert Voris

72ND PRECINCT
Windsor Terrace

Ragtop robbery
 A thief cut open the con-
vertible roof of a Chrysler 
Sebring that was parked on 
Prospect Avenue between 
10th and 11th avenues on 
Aug. 16.
 The owner of the car told 
cops that he left the nifty 
wheels at around midnight 
and returned at 11:30 in the 
morning to find the cloth roof 
slashed open and his naviga-
tion system and iPod gone.

Hallway heist
 A slippery sneak snatched 
a pair of bicycles from a 16th 
Street apartment building on 
Aug. 17.
 The cruiser bikes, one 
green, the other silver, were 
unlocked in the hallway of the 
building, which is between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West, when the owner 
left at 8 am. When she re-
turned at 5:30, both bikes had 
been boosted.

 — Robert Voris

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Fill ’er up
 At least two Bay Ridge gas 
stations were held up at gun-
point this week.
 In the first incident on Aug. 
10, two toughs armed with a 
silver revolver stuck up the 
Exxon station at Fourth Av-
enue and Senator Street at 
around 2:45 am.
 The clerk told cops that he 
was fixing the donut rack in 
the store when one member 
of the dastardly duo pulled 
the pistol and said, “Open the 
drawer.” The unknown ban-
dits fled with $100.
 Four days later, a gang-
ster robbed the 92nd Street 
Sunoco, near Fort Hamilton 
Parkway, at 3 am.
 Not satisfied with the 
$1,100 in the cash register, 
the bad guy also stole 15 
packs of Newports.
 — Robert Voris
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Dermatology
Botox . Restylane . Juvederm . Radiesse 
Peels . Microderm . Laser hair removal 
Surgery for torn earlobe and keloid 
Medical services for all skin conditions

$50 off 
botox & fillers
20% off laser 

packages
limited time

718.832.3313
park slope    chelsea    www.skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, MD       Verna Broughton, PA

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

3 vs. 2
 Two thugs picked the wrong 
targets on Carlton Avenue on 
Aug. 16, trying to mug three 
men, but ending up getting 
arrested instead.
 Three friends were com-
ing back from a restaurant 
at around 1:30 am when two 
crooks came up from behind 
between DeKalb and Wil-
loughby avenues.
 One of the thugs de-
manded, “Give me every-
thing you have!” while the 
other brandished a firearm.
 Instead of handing over 
their wallets, the men — 
two aged 31 and one age 32 
— decided to fight back, and 
the perps gave up and ran 
away.
 Cops say that they later 
caught the villains on Carl-
ton Avenue — and they had 
pot on them.

Talk about sick
 A purse-snatching duo 
was on the loose in Brook-
lyn Hospital on Aug. 12 — 
but cops quickly put an end 
to the reign of terror.
 The men were walking 
through the corridors of the 
hospital, which is on DeKalb 
Avenue between St. Felix Street 
and Fort Greene Place, with 
three purses, and hospital of-
ficials quickly figured out that 
something was up.
 The pair was caught at 
around 12:30 pm.

Body work
 A serial crooked robbed 
the Bath & Body Works again 
on Aug. 15.
 The manager of the shop, 
which is in the Atlantic Cen-
ter Mall near Flatbush Ave-
nue, recognized the repeat 
offender when she entered 
the store around 11 am and 
confronted the perp, who had 
stocked up a shopping bag and 
was attempting to leave.
 The thief then bit the man-
ager’s right hand and broke the 
manager’s nail, fleeing with 
$300 worth of toiletries.

Thief in disguise
 A mustachioed thief pos-
ing as a hobo took advantage 
of a Good Samaritan on Aug. 
15.
 Cops say that the man 

approached his victim as 
he sat in a cab on Flatbush 
Avenue near DeKalb Ave-
nue at around 5:45 am and 
asked, “Can I get a dollar?” 
The man gave him a buck, 
but that wasn’t enough.
 The crook walked away, 
but came right back and 
reached inside the cab and 
stole the charitable man’s bag 
right out of his lap.
 The 45-year-old man lost 
$900, his cellphone, and some 
cards and documents.

Subway snatch
 A thief sneaked into a 
Subway restaurant on Ful-
ton Street and stole from the 
owner herself on Aug. 6.
 The 39-year-old victim had 
left her purse in the back of 
her restaurant, which is near 
Red Hook Lane, but when she 
looked for the bag at around 
4:30 pm, she discovered that 
$3,000 was missing.

Run it
 Three crooks overtook a 
man late on Vanderbilt Av-
enue early on Aug. 13.
 The 26-year-old victim was 
near DeKalb Avenue at around 
2:30 am when the thieves 
blocked him and one com-
manded, “Run your s—t.”
 The victim handed over his 
black knapsack, which con-
tained a MacBook, iPod, cam-
era, and phone.

Flashy crime
 A crook broke into a Lef-
ferts Place apartment on Aug. 
11, pulled out a handgun and 
robbed electronics and cash 
from the tenant.
 Cops said that the thief en-
tered the residence, which is 
between Grand and Classon 
avenues, at around 4 pm and 
hit the 26-year-old with the 
gun. He then took a Playsta-
tion game, a cellphone, and 
$200 before fleeing.

Freaky eyes
 A crook with eye of differ-
ent colors was on the prowl 
on Aug. 15.
 At around 6 am, the thief 
set his multi-shaded eyes on a 
woman on Washington Ave-
nue and shouted, “Shut up and 
give me your money!”
 She turned over $40, 
and the thief fled from the 
scene, which is between Ful-
ton Street and Gates Avenue.
 — Robin Riskin

By Robin Riskin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Someone trashed Amin Indian restaurant in Fort Greene 
— and then got trashed — on Aug. 14.
 Sometime after the DeKalb Avenue eatery closed for the 
night, a no-gooder smashed the front door of the restau-
rant, entered, wrecked the place, and made off with cases 
of wine and $25.
 The crook was caught on video surveillance from Elly’s 

Restaurant’s rack raided

Arif Sarkef works at Amin Indian on 
DeKalb Avenue, which was robbed 
again a few days ago. The crooks 
took mostly wine from the shelf.
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Market across 
the street, so 
cops have a 
lot to go on.
 It’s not the 
first time that 
the humble 
Indian restau-
rant near Cler-
mont Avenue 
has been bur-
glarized. Last 
year, during a 
spate of over-
night break-ins 
along DeKalb 
Avenue, some-
one took $200, 
wine, two cal-
culators, a lighter and a flashlight.
 And the latest break-in comes during a bad week for 
crime in the 88th Precinct, which includes Fort Greene and 
Clinton Hill. There were four burglaries during the week 
ending on Aug. 16, up from one during the same week last 
year. And robberies were up to eight from just two over the 
same period last year.
 Over the last month, robberies are up 75 percent from 
the same month last year, though they are down 18 percent 
so far this year.

By Robin Riskin
for The Brooklyn Paper

 A new grocery store is usually not 
big news, but in Clinton Hill, where res-
idents have long complained of limited 
access to fresh produce, the opening 
of Fresh Fanatic earns headlines.
 The brainchild of brothers Da-
vid and Andrew Goldin and their 
friend Joshua Niamehr, the store at 
the corner of Park and Waverly av-
enues hopes to do for Clinton Hill 
what Fairway did for Red Hook and 
Trader Joe’s did for Cobble Hill — 
become a destination for organic-
minded foodies.
 “In a 10- to 15-block radius, there’s 
nothing else here,” David Goldin 
said.
 Of course, that’s not completely 
true, what with an Associated Super-
market just three blocks away at Myr-

sociated and the $4 at Bravo. A car-
ton of organic raspberries is $3.32. 
At Associated they’re $4. Homemade 
hummus is just $3.21 per pound, while 
Associated’s generic version is $5.38 
per pound.
 Fresh Fanatic is the latest com-
batant in what has been a long “su-
permarket war” in Clinton Hill. Last 
year, the dire need for more fresh 
foods led the city to move ahead with 
a plan to tear down a row of historic 
buildings at the Brooklyn Navy Yard 
to pave the way for a large, Fairway-
style grocery there.
 Until that store opens about 10 
blocks away, an uneasy peace seems 
to be settling in.
 “I’ll keep coming to Fresh Fanatic 
for the fish, but I’ll do most of my 
shopping at Associated,” said cus-
tomer June Magee.

tle Avenue and Ryerson Street, and a 
Bravo Supermarket one avenue away 
at Myrtle and Washington Avenue.
 But Associated doesn’t have a chef 
who used to work at Balducci’s. And 
Bravo doesn’t have a vast organic and 
specialty selection, wood-paneled walls, 
flat-screen TVs, samples galore, and 
top-notch customer service.
 That said, it does have loyal fans.
 “The new place is too expensive 
for us,” said Tim Gorman, an Asso-
ciated customer and local firefighter. 
“We’re frugal.”
 Prices are higher at Fresh Fanatic: 
organic Black Forest ham is $8.45 
per pound there, but $8 at Associ-
ated. Cole slaw is $2.45 per pound, 
up from $2 at Associated.
 But on organic items, Fresh Fanat-
ic’s prices are better: Organic lettuce 
is $3.86, a savings from the $5 at As-

Andrew Goldin’s new market 
offers 50-cent portions of pre-
pared foods.
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90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

 A bat-wielding madman 
assaulted a Williamsburg 
man on Montrose Avenue 
on Aug. 17.
 The Ruthian thief ap-
proached his 29-year-old vic-
tim on the corner of Hum-
boldt Street at 10 pm, then 
struck the defenseless man in 
the face and took $100 from 
him. The victim was treated 
at Bellevue Hospital in an-
other borough.

Broadway beat
 A crazed and violent man 
mercilessly beat a Williams-
burg straphanger at the Lo-
rimer Street subway station 
Aug. 18.
 The enraged man ap-
proached the 22-year-old 
woman in the station’s mez-
zanine — which is at Broad-
way — at 9 pm. The thug pro-
ceeded to punch the victim 
in the face, drag her to the 
ground and bang her head 
against an iron gate, all the 
while saying and demand-
ing nothing.
 The violence didn’t stop 
there. When police arrived, 
the 42-year-old punched an 
officer in the face before be-
ing apprehended, cops said.

iRobbed
 A swift-moving crook got a 
woman’s iPhone on S. Fourth 
Street on Aug. 17.
 The 32-year-old victim 
was sending an e-mail as 
she walked between Berry 
Street and Bedford Avenue 
at around 11:30 pm when the 
perp came from behind and 
snatched the fancy Apple de-
vice right out of her hands. 

Woe Canada!
 A trio of clumsy crooks 
got away with a Williams-
burg woman’s pocketbook 
— which held, among other 
things, her Canadian pass-
port — on Aug. 16. 
 The perps approached 
the 24-year-old woman at 
12:50 am as she was mak-
ing her way into her McKib-
bin Street building, which 
is between Siegel Court 
and White Street. One thug 
took her purse — which con-
tained her iPhone, the Canuck 
travel document, $50, credit 
and debit cards, driver’s li-
cense and Hofstra school ID 
— but then tripped on the 
sidewalk.
 The victim followed the 
perp, but was pushed to the 
ground by another man. 

Break-ins!
 Burglars were running 
wild in Williamsburg last 
week. Here are the shock-
ing details:
 • A stealthy villain ran-
sacked a Lynch Street house 
on Aug. 18. The crook made 
off with jewelry, $4,000, a 
camera, a silver wine bottle 
and a silver candle holder 
from the house, which is be-
tween Harrison and Marcy 
Avenues. 
 • A crook burgled a Gratton 
Avenue apartment on Aug. 12, 
taking a laptop. The 32-year-
old victim said he was not 

in the apartment — which 
is between Knickerbocker 
and Porter avenues — until 
5 pm.
 • A couple’s weekend get-
away was ruined when they 
returned to their Marcy Ave-
nue home on Aug. 15 to find 
it had been burgled. The lov-
ers returned to their abode 
— between S. Second and S. 
Third streets — at 3 pm and 
found that their laptops and 
hard drive were missing.

Not so armored
 Two employees of a famed 
armored car business got their 
hands on some cold hard cash 
— but one of the thieves was 
finally caught on Aug. 14.
 Cops say that the Brinks 
workers had been siphoning 
$350,000 from the payroll of 
a business on Kent Avenue 
near Keap Street — since 
Aug. 6. 
 Half of the money has been 
recovered, police said.
 — Jared Foretek

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Lo-jacked
 A thug brutalized a fellow 
Brooklynite by pulling him 
out of his car on Aug. 16 — 
but he didn’t get far before 
cops inflicted their own form 
of pain.
 Police said that the vil-
lain manhandled the 53-year-
old victim from the vehicle, 
which was stopped at the 
corner of N. Fifth Street and 
Wythe Avenue at 5:20 am and 
beat him, yelling “Give me 
your money!”
 The thug took the cash and 
fled towards N. Sixth Street 
before being apprehended.

Break-ins!
 Here’s an amazing string 
of coincidences: Two burglar-
ies. Two victims. Both aged 
68. One day. One Greenpoint 
building.
 Yes, two units in the same 
N. Eighth Street building, be-
tween Havemeyer and Roe-
bling streets, were burglar-
ized on Aug. 14.
 In the first incident, a 
68-year-old woman’s apart-
ment was robbed sometime 
between 12:30 pm and 3 pm, 
when she returned to find a 
laptop missing. 
 Two hours later, a 68-year-
old man returned to his unit to 
discover that his pearl neck-
lace, baseball cards, and ring 
were missing.

Buff burglar
 A gym rat took a Green-
point man’s belongings out 
of a N. Ninth Street workout 
place on Aug. 12.
 The 35-year-old victim 
told cops that he’d left his 
belongings in a secured locker 
at Maxim Health & Fitness, 
between Driggs and Bedford 
Avenues, at 1 pm. When he 
finished his workout, he 
found his bag — which con-
tained his sunglasses, driver’s 
license, credit cards, wallet, 
and cellphone — gone from 
the locker. Before he could 
cancel his credit cards, they’d 
already been used four times.
 — Jared Foretek

By Robin Riskin
for The Brooklyn Paper

 A new grocery store is usually not 
big news, but in Clinton Hill, where 
residents have long complained of lim-
ited access to fresh produce, the open-
ing of Fresh Fanatic earns headlines.
 The brainchild of brothers David 
and Andrew Goldin and their friend 
Joshua Niamehr, the store at the corner 
of Park and Waverly avenues hopes to 
do for Clinton Hill what Fairway did 
for Red Hook and Trader Joe’s did for 
Cobble Hill — become a destination 

for organic-minded foodies.
 “In a 10- to 15-block radius, there’s 
nothing else here,” David Goldin said.
 Of course, that’s not completely true, 
what with an Associated Supermarket 
just three blocks away at Myrtle Ave-
nue and Ryerson Street, and a Bravo 
Supermarket one avenue away at Myr-
tle and Washington Avenue.
 But Associated and Bravo don’t have a 
chef who used to work at Balducci’s.
 But they have loyal fans.
 “The new place is too expensive 
for us,” said Tim Gorman, an Asso-
ciated customer and local firefighter. 

“We’re frugal.”
 Prices are higher at Fresh Fanatic: 
organic Black Forest ham is $8.45 per 
pound there, but $8 at Associated. Cole 
slaw is $2.45 per pound, up from $2 
at Associated.
 But on organic items, Fresh Fanat-
ic’s prices are better: Organic lettuce 
is $3.86, a savings from the $5 at As-
sociated and the $4 at Bravo. A car-
ton of organic raspberries is $3.32. 
At Associated they’re $4. Homemade 
hummus is just $3.21 per pound, while 
Associated’s generic version is $5.38 
per pound.

 Fresh Fanatic is the latest combat-
ant in what has been a long “supermar-
ket war” in Clinton Hill. Last year, the 
dire need for more fresh foods led the 
city to move ahead with a plan to tear 
down a row of historic buildings at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard to pave the way for 
a large, Fairway-style grocery there.
 Until that store opens about 10 
blocks away, an uneasy peace seems 
to be settling in.
 “I’ll keep coming to Fresh Fanatic 
for the fish, but I’ll do most of my 
shopping at Associated,” said cus-
tomer June Magee.

Andrew Goldin’s new market 
offers 50-cent portions of pre-
pared foods.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The most important issue in the race for Wil-
liamsburg and Bushwick’s 34th Council Dis-
trict isn’t even in the 34th Council District.
 And, believe it or not, that’s an issue in it-
self.
 In a battle against her former mentor, in-
cumbent Councilwoman Diana Reyna (D–Wil-
liamsburg) has gone outside of her district to 
make an issue of the city’s controversial plan 
to allow mid-rise residential development in 
the Broadway Triangle — a largely industrial 
31-acre swath of land in the neighboring 33rd 
Council District.
 In the process, she has crafted a political lit-
mus test for her competitors.
 Reyna reviles the rezoning — which has the 
blessing of her former boss, Democratic Party 
chairman and Assemblyman Vito Lopez (D–
Bushwick) — because the no-bid contracts that 
the city issued to two politically connected non-
profits groups gave those Lopez-linked organi-
zations control of land bounded by Broadway 
and Flushing, Union and Harrison avenues.
 “Community groups [with] a track record of 
developing and preserving affordable housing 
… are angry that they have been left out,” said 
Reyna, who is seeking her third term. “What-
ever is built there impacts them. It will either 
include them or leave them behind.”
 Instead of supporting the city’s plan to en-
courage the development of 1,851 units of mid-
rise housing — almost half of them charging be-
low-market-rate rents — she favors an alternate 
plan backed by a coalition of snubbed community 
groups that calls for high-rise buildings with as 
many as 3,731 new residential units — 1,800 of 
them affordable — on a larger site that also in-
cludes a plot owned by the drug-maker Pfizer.
 Reyna’s Lopez-endorsed rival, Maritza Da-
vila, says the Broadway Triangle isn’t relevant 
to the campaign — even though she works for a 
non-profit that stands to benefit from the proj-
ect.
 “I am focusing all of my energy, as I have been 
for the past 20 years, on affordable housing, edu-

parent” process to eliminate no-bid contracts, 
a fund to help relocate affected businesses, 
and a promise that open space will be created 
in the area. Though his job didn’t allow him 
to vote at the controversial hearing, Esposito 
told The Brooklyn Paper that the city’s Broad-
way Triangle proposal is better than the “pipe 
dream” that Reyna supports.
 “[The city’s plan] is acceptable, certainly 
with the recommendations that we formulated 
at the community board,” said Esposito. “The 
sad thing is that the whole controversy appears 
to be an election-year ploy to generate public-
ity for the incumbent.”
 Though the fate of the Broadway Triangle 
will likely be decided before a new councilmem-
ber takes office, Esposito hypothesized that he 
would be open to entertaining other ideas for 
the site — so long as they were realistic.
 “At the City Council, you can amend the 
plan,” he said. “I’d like to hear what the options 
are. If someone is putting together something 
that is viable, it is certainly something that as 
councilmember I would listen to. Nothing in 
government should be cast in stone.”

cation, and eco-
nomic develop-
ment issues in 
the 34th Coun-
cil District,” 
said Davila, a 
staffer at the 
Ridgewood-
Bushwick Senior Citizens Council, which, along-
side the United Jewish Organizations of Williams-
burg, has been granted preliminary site control 
of land inside the Broadway Triangle.
 “Unlike the current Councilmember, I am not 
interested in spending all of my time and energy 
outside of my area, as I feel it does a huge dis-
service to the residents of the 34th District,” she 
added in her prepared statement. “My priority 
and my commitment is to my constituents.”
 A third candidate — longtime CB1 District 
Manager Gerry Esposito — favors the city’s 
plan over the alternative proposal.
 After two tumultuous hearings, Esposito’s 
board voted in favor of the plan with stipula-
tions seeking a cap on the amount of affordable 
housing built off-site, guarantees of a “trans-

Controversial city housing proposal is so hot that it’s become the main issue even in neighboring district

New York’s best 
election coverage

A rezoning of the decrepit Broadway Triangle area in East Williamsburg has be-
come the main issue in a race for the neighboring council seat.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

  Kent Avenue was set to be-
come a one-way street with a 
protected two-way bike lane by 
the end of this week, marking 
the official end of a botched 
roadway redesign that pitted 
cyclists against motorists in a 
fight for hegemony over the 
key link between Greenpoint 
and Downtown.
 Workers began milling 
and resurfacing Kent Ave-
nue between Clymer Street 
and Broadway on Monday, 
eliminating a controversial 
layout installed last fall that 
replaced hundreds of park-
ing spaces with bike lanes 
on both sides of the north-
south byway.
 By the end of the week, 
the two-way street was trans-
formed into a northbound-
only road. New markings 
and signage will then turn 
hotly contested no-parking 
and no-standing zones into 
legal parking lanes — one of 
which will serve as a buffer 
for a protected, two-direc-
tional bike lane on the water-
front side of the roadway.
 The section of Kent Ave-
nue between Broadway and 
N. 14th Street will undergo 
similar changes in Septem-

ber, a Department of Trans-
portation spokesman said.
 With the move, the city is 
hoping to put to rest what has 
been the most controversial 
cycling-related development 
since the advent of blood dop-
ing in the Tour de France.
 Before the paint was even 
dry on the preliminary lanes 
last fall, residents and busi-
ness owners scorned the path 
for removing vital parking 
and unloading spaces.
 Those complaints turned 
into all-out protests, which in-
cluded the erection of an ille-
gal “Detour” sign that blamed 
traffic on cyclists, and a coun-

ter-protest by cyclists clad in 
clown costumes.
 The new one-way plan is 
meant to appease cyclists 
and drivers. The city, cycling 
advocacy groups, and some 
neighborhood residents and 
merchants have argued that 
the new design will improve 
Kent Avenue by recovering 
lost parking spaces, offering 
cyclists a protected space, and 
lowering the speed of car traf-
fic.
 Placing the two-directional 
bike lane on the waterfront 
side of the street also lays the 
framework for the planned 
Brooklyn Waterfront Green-

way, a two-way, landscaped 
cycling and walking path that 
will stretch from Greenpoint 
to Sunset Park. 
 But some North Brook-
lynites oppose the plan to 
turn Kent Avenue into a one-
way street out of concerns 
that truck traffic from the 
throughway will be routed 
onto inland residential blocks 
like Wythe Avenue, and across 
commercial corridors like 
Bedford Avenue.
 Foes of the city’s plan have 
launched an online petition 
drive, currently boasting 190 
signatures, in an attempt to 
thwart the one-way plan.

WILLIAMSBURG

COBBLE HILL

BAY RIDGE

FORT GREENE

Avenue to become a one-way this week

The city’s plan for Kent Avenue will turn it from a two-way road with no park-
ing and a bike lane on either side into a one-way road with parking on both 
sides and a two way bike lane.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Cobble Hill author Arthur 
Phillips is poised to join the 
most elite strata of novelists 
— those with money.
 And all he had to do was 
write a fourth novel that could 
withstand the scrutiny of lit-
erary hotshots like Michael 
Chabon and Jonathan Le-
them.
 Phillips is one of four writ-
ers — and the only Brooklyn 
resident — to reach the finals 
of a unique St. Francis College 
literary contest that will award 
$50,000 to the best fourth-time 
novelist.
 Book world elites including 
Chabon, Lethem, as well as 
Heidi Julavitz and Ben Mar-
cus, will judge Phillips’s “The 
Song Is You,” which was re-
leased in April. Set in Brook-
lyn, the book tells the story 
of a middle-aged man whose 
life turns upside down when 
he falls in love with a young 
singer in an Atlantic Avenue 
bar.
 “It’s about associating mu-
sic with memories of your life, 
and about it’s being addicted 
to your headphones and your 
music collection,” the writer 

Stands on brink of collecting a really big prize

and music-lover said.
 Contest organizers told 
The Brooklyn Paper in 
March that they decided to 
honor fourth-time writers be-
cause the fourth book repre-
sents an important moment in 
an author’s career that is of-
ten overlooked by other con-
tests. They also decided on the 
number as a way to limit the 
number of applicants, consid-

ering that there 
are far more 
first-time writ-
ers than fourth-
time writers.
 For Phillips, 
the fourth book 
— which coin-
cided with his 
40th birthday 
— served as a 
turning point.
 “The fourth 
novel certainly 
represents a 
psychological 
change in a ca-
reer,” he said. 
“With the fourth 
book, I feel like 
I’m treated as a 
writer who has 
been around for 
a while — and 

who, if he is going to keep 
sticking around, is going to 
have to do something else to 
keep getting people’s atten-
tion.”
 Winning the prize might 
help keep him in the public 
eye, but it would definitely 
help “bankroll more writing,” 
said Phillips, who is working 
on his fifth novel, which, ru-
mor has it, has a Shakespear-

ean leitmotif.
 But the Brooklyn writer 
is facing some pretty tough 
competition from California 
poet and novelist Jim Krusoe, 
whose satirical novel “Girl 
Factory” details a strange dis-
covery in the basement of a 
frozen yogurt shop. Also on 
the short list are Aleksandar 
Hemon’s short story collec-
tion “Love and Obstacles,” 
which depicts the life of a 
young man in war-torn Sa-
rajevo; and Nigerian-born 
writer Chris Abani’s “Song 
of the Night,” which tells 
the story of a 15-year-old 
searching for mines in Af-
rica. Heavy stuff.
 Win or lose, just making it 
to onto the list is cause to cel-
ebrate for Phillips because it 
means his book will be read 
by the panel of famed writ-
ers.
 “Knowing you are being 
read by esteemed company 
is one of the most thrilling 
things that can happen to you 
as a writer — besides actually 
writing a book,” he said.
 The winner of the prize 
will be announced at the 
Brooklyn Book Festival Gala 
on Sept. 12.

Cobble Hill author Arthur Phillips 
is up for a big grant!
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Bay Ridge residents are banding to-
gether to help victims of a devastating 
July 30 fire that injured 28 people and 
left dozens homeless.
 Concerned neighbors are hosting a 
donation drive on Saturday, Aug. 22 for 
residents of the four-story building at 
the corner of Third Avenue and 68th 
Street that was engulfed in flames early 
on July 30, leaving six civilians and 22 
firefighters with minor injuries. 
 “A lot of the people who live there 
lost everything,” said Linda Feeley, a 
former superintendent of the building 
who is organizing the donation drive. 
“I decided to do something for them 
to help them out a little bit.”
 Big-hearted Brooklynites can do-
nate men’s and women’s clothing, 
toys, bedding, furniture, toiletries and 
other household wares at the event in 
the parking lot of the Guild for Ex-
ceptional Children on 68th Street be-

tween Third Avenue and Ridge Bou-
levard from 11 am and 3 pm.
 This charity event — which was put 
together with help from Councilman 
Vince Gentile (D –Bay Ridge) and state 
Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) — 
follows last weekend’s fundraiser for 
victims of the fire hosted by the Third 
Avenue watering hole Shenanigans.
 Cynthia Perez — the building’s super-
intendent — told The Brooklyn Paper that 
she is thankful for the help, but that res-
idents are still desperately in need.
 “There are some apartments that are 
just so burnt that you can’t take anything 
out of them, and there are others where 
there is so much water damage that there 
is nothing to retrieve — and everything 
that can be taken out still smells like 
smoke,” said Perez, who lost about 85 
percent of her belongings and is now 
living with in-laws.
 The blaze totally destroyed two top-
floor apartments as well as a ground-floor 
beauty salon and the Sunnydale Deli.

By Shannon Geis
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Fort Greene Park is poised 
to get some real green from 
Congress — but even before 
the $300,000 federal grant is 
approved, everyone wants a 
piece of that pork-filled pie.
 There’s certainly no 
shortage of improvements 
that could be made in the 
162-year-old Olmsted and 
Vaux jewelbox. So let the 
lobbying begin!
 “The park needs a lot of 

improvement, but I hope that 
the money goes to the area 
around the Prison Ships Mar-
tyrs Monument,” said Ted 
General, vice president of the 
Society of Old Brooklynites, 
which has a ceremony every 
year at the memorial to the 
thousands of American sol-
diers who died aboard Brit-
ish prison ships during the 
Revolutionary War.
 “But $300,000 is not going 
to be enough,” added General, 
who’ll mark the 101st anni-

versary of the monument’s 
dedication on Saturday.
 Meanwhile, Fort Greene 
Park Conservancy Chairman 
Charles Jarden said that he 
had other priorities.
 “We really need to fix the 
drainage and sewer systems 
throughout the entire park,” 
he said. “The restrooms can’t 
be used until that is done.”
 And, of course, you can’t 
use a restroom unless you 
know where it is, added Con-
servancy member Ruth “The 

Truth” Goldstein.
 “We need to set up some 
priorities,” said Goldstein. “I 
know that we are certainly 
going to be working on add-
ing more signs.”
 Goldstein said the Conser-
vancy had lobbied Rep. Ed 
Towns (D–Fort Greene) for 
the cash for more than a year.
 The congressman came 
through — though the Sen-
ate, which has other things 
on its plate, still needs to sign 
off on the park pork.

The fire at the corner of Third 
Avenue and 68th Street in Bay 
Ridge left dozens homeless.
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SMART WAYS 
TO USE LESS

Get a Green Fridge

Update to an Energy Star- 
rated fridge. The energy 
savings could cut your 
electric bill by $50 a year.

Kid Power

Make kids energy smart. 
Turn them on to our cool kids’ 
web site at conEd.com/kids.

Print Hint

Only print what you need. 
You’ll save paper. You’ll 
save ink. You’ll save trees. 
You’ll save money…
you get the picture.

SMART WAYS 
TO USE LESS

Keep Us In the Loop

Call 1-800-75-CONED if you 
smell gas or to report power 
problems. Also, go to 
conEd.com to report electric 
power problems or to check 
the status of a previously 
reported electric problem.

Visit conEd.com for 100+ tips to go green and 
save green. Find us on Facebook at Power of Green.
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For more information, please visit
www.GetEnergySmart.org/9117HP4

or call 1-877-NY-SMART

energy use by

40 %up to

Reduce your 

Join the thousands of New Yorkers who 
are lowering their energy costs through 
NYSERDA�s Home Performance with ENERGY 

STAR® program. Typical improvements include:

• Adding insulation
• Sealing ducts and air leaks
• Upgrading inefficient or 

old heating equipment

Financial incentives of 10% cash back or 
low-interest financing are available. 
Additional incentives are available for income-
eligible customers.

Using qualified contractors accredited by the 
Building Performance Institute (BPI), the Home 
Performance with ENERGY STAR® Program 
provides a comprehensive assessment of your 
home (one-to four-family) to determine exactly 
where you�re wasting energy and losing money, 
while also checking for certain health or safety 
issues. Be sure to verify that your contractor is 
participating in the Home Performance 
with ENERGY STAR® Program by calling 
1-877-NY-SMART.

BPI Accredited contractors are certified in building 
science, a systematic approach to improving the 
entire house, not just a part of it. Whole-house 
building performance incorporates energy 
efficiency, comfort, durability, and health and 
safety into one comprehensive package.

Home Energy Solutions

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

Loose Dentures?
GO AHEAD...
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, have the 
“Mini-Implant System” placed in less than two 
hours, then go out and enjoy your favorite lunch. 
No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony  
on ABC & Fox News

one-step, non-surgical procedure.

Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant.

*ONLY $595
FOR DENTURE!

Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island
www.oraldentalcare.com

DO YOU NEED 
HELP?

CLEANING / ERRANDS 
SHOPPING / PICK UPS

 
(24 Hour Care)

Need some support? Call today:
917-322-9744

SENIORS HELPING SENIORS®  
A way to give and to receive® at a price you can afford.

BrooklynSeniorCare@yahoo.com

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 City Council candidate John 
Heyer thought he found an is-
sue that he could ride to of-
fice on Monday — but then 
another candidate for the hotly 
contested 39th District seat then 
booked the same train.

 Last week, Heyer an-
nounced that he would rally 
on Monday morning at the 
Carroll Street F- and G-train 
stop to demand that the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority repudiate its plan to 
close dozens of manned to-
ken booths citywide.

 And, sure enough, Heyer 
and his pregnant wife Ma-
rie were at the Manhattan-
bound side of the President 
Street station at 7 am hand-
ing out letters of protest.
 But Josh Skaller, Heyer’s 
rival for the seat currently oc-
cupied by Bill DeBlasio, also 

his spouse.
 “The allegations are false,” 
Smith said, claiming that his 
wife fabricated them. The 
couple is divorcing, he said, 
and are also mired in a bat-
tle for child custody. 
 Still, as a precaution, Smith 
said he’s begun recording all 
his phone conversations and 
threatened to sue a Brooklyn 
Paper reporter for disclosing 
the court order to repay the 
money that he allegedly pil-
fered from his bride.
 Smith’s legal problems go 
back to the mid-1990s when 
he spent a year behind bars 
for a robbery in Queens in 
which he posed as a cop.
 “I was young and was 
hanging out with the wrong 
group of people,” he said.  
 Luckily, Republicans in 
Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, 
Park Slope, Windsor Terrace, 
Kensington and Borough Park, 
have a choice at the polls.
 Smith’s opponent for the 
GOP nomination in the de-
cidedly Democratic district is 
corporate strategist and Little 

Continued from page 1

SMITH…
League coach Joe Nardiello 
who said Smith should drop 
out of the race. 
 “I have people who believe 
in me and an opponent who 
no one can believe,” said Nar-
diello, who lives in Carroll 
Gardens. “He’s capable of de-
ceit at the highest level. … 
He should probably do the 
right thing and step down.”
 Even if Smith loses the Re-
publican contest, he’ll still 
be on the ballot in Novem-
ber, because he secured the 
Conservative Party’s nomi-
nation, too. 
 Smith said that the Conser-
vatives knew about his dark 
past, but County Chairman 
Gerard Kassar disagreed. 
 “Under no circumstances 
did me or any of the commit-
tee members know of George 
Smith’s criminal past,” said 
Kassar. “We would not have 
felt it was appropriate to put 
a person on the ballot under 
these circumstances. We’re 
encouraging Smith to come 
off the ballot [and] I’m cer-
tain there’s nothing we’ll do 
to support him.”

it’s fine,” he said.
 For his part, 
Skaller said he 
showed up for the 
same reason that 
Heyer announced 
his rally: to protest 
the MTA plan to 
shut dozens of 24-
hour token booths 
starting on Sept. 20 
as part of a plan by 
the cash-strapped 
transit agency to 
save $52 million 
per year.
 “MTA workers 
are integral to the 
safe and efficient 
operation of the 
system,” Skaller 
said, who called for 
independent, city-
run oversight of the 
state agency.
 Heyer said the 
larger issue is that 
the MTA is not 
trustworthy.
 “Show us the 
books — show us 
that this $52 mil-
lion simply cannot 
be found anywhere 
else in the budget,” 
he said. “How do we know 
that it can’t be saved by cut-
ting 10 percent off the top 
salaries and positions, rather 
than where the service is pro-
vided?”
 A spokeswoman for New 
York City Transit said only 
that the implementation of 
the service reductions at 
200 stations will begin on 
schedule and will be phased 
in slowly.
 A third candidate, Gary 
Reilly, didn’t show up at the 
station on Monday, but told 
The Brooklyn Paper that he 
shared Heyer and Skaller’s 
concern about the President 
Street stop. That said, he said 
that “the root of the problem 
is not at the MTA, but state 
government [which] system-
atically underfunded mass 
transit and forced the MTA 
to take on too much debt.”
 And not to be outdone, the 
campaign of Brad Lander 
contacted The Brooklyn 
Paper after an online ver-
sion of this story was first 
posted, claiming that Lander 
was actually out front on this 
issue by dint of an e-mail 
blast he sent to supporters 
on Saturday night, a day af-
ter Heyer sent out his media 
advisory.
 In case the timing of all 
this activity is confusing, it 
should be noted that all five 
candidates for the seat met 
with Transit Workers Union 
officials last week in seek-
ing the union’s endorse-
ment. Both candidates said 

they offered support for the 
union’s effort to curtail the 
booth closings.

RACING FORM
In other news in the district, 
front-runner Brad Lander 
picked up the endorsement of 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez 
(D–Sunset Park). The nod 
from the congresswoman 
came one week after rival 
Bob Zuckerman got his 
own Congressional imprima-
ture, winning the endorse-
ment of Rep. Anthony 
Weiner (D–Sheepshead 
Bay). Velazquez touted Land-
er’s work on affordable hous-
ing as the head of the Fifth 
Avenue Committee and the 
Pratt Center for Community 
Development. … Not a day 
goes by when we don’t receive 
an e-mail from John Heyer 
touting yet another endorse-
ment by a key rabbi from the 
district’s vast, undiscovered 
Borough Park segment. This 
week, his campaign heralded 
endorsements from Rebbi Mi-
chel Steinmetz, Grand Rabbi 
Chai Yitschok Twersky (also 
known as the Rachmestrivkah 
Rebbe), and the Chernobel-
reh Rebbe.
 Skaller, Heyer, Reilly, Lander 
and Zuckerman met for a 
debate last week, hosted 
by The Brooklyn Paper in 
collaboration with Brooklyn 
Independent Tele vision, 
that can be viewed any-
time at BoroPolitics.com 
and bricartsmedia.org/
bitspecials.

Candidate John Heyer (left) said 
last week that he would be pro-
testing transit cuts, but rival Josh 
Skaller showed uo, too.
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New York’s best 
election coverage

showed up to hand out his 
own campaign material.
 There were no fireworks, 

however. Both candidates 
handed out their anti-clo-
sure literature, and the only 
battle was to grab the atten-
tion of rushed Manhattan-
bound commuters, few of 
whom stopped.
 Heyer who is facing three 
other Democratic rivals in 

the Sept. 15 primary for the 
seat, which covers the prime 
F train territory from Kens-
ington to Cobble Hill, said 
he was pleased that Skaller 
added his fare to the fight.
 “In the end, we get more 
signatures [from riders] on 
letters going to the MTA, so 

THE 39t DISTRICT



tween Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension, Willoughby Street 
and DeKalb Avenue, will 
receive the federal bonds 
through the city’s “Recover 
NYC” plan, a program that 
provides taxpayer-subsi-
dized financing to select 
for-profit developers. Last 
year, the builders sought a 
$400-million tax-free loan.
 With the cash infusion, Ci-
tyPoint is now expected to 
be built in two phases, start-
ing next March with a two-
year stage that will include 
the construction of 184,000 
square feet of retail space and 
262 apartments, 120 of which 
would be affordable.
 A second three-year phase 
including the remainder of 
the retail space and residen-
tial units will begin in March 
2011, Lombino noted.
 And dozens of floors of of-
fice space are scaled back.
 Downtown boosters cel-
ebrated the rescue.
 “It’s an important project be-
cause it addresses permanent 
jobs and affordable housing,” 
said Joe Chan, president of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Partner-
ship. “Because the project is 
so large and so well located, 
it will work to diversify Ful-
ton Mall and establish Down-
town Brooklyn as the premier 
shopping destination.”
 But not everyone likes 
the plans for the former 
Albee Square Mall, which 
Coney Island developer Joe 
Sitt purchased for $25 mil-
lion in 2001 and flipped to 
the current developers for a 
cool profit of $100 million 
six years later.
 “We need to make sure that 
they don’t negatively impact the 
neighborhoods,” said Bettina 
Damiani, project director for 
Good Jobs New York. “The 
city has not done the greatest 
job of using public subsidies 
to [create] good jobs.”
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hey made the unwise, risky in-
vestment. Now you’re holding 
the bag.

 That, in a nutshell, is what happened 
this week when the city announced that 
it would funnel $20 million in federal 
stimulus money to the developers of 
the CityPoint tower in Downtown so 
that they can move forward with the 
shopping mall portion of the project.
 A shopping mall — enabled with 
your tax dollars.
 Supporters of the bailout, including 
Downtown Brooklyn Partnership Presi-
dent Joe Chan, say that the federal money 
will jumpstart a project that is necessary 
to “diversify” the economy in Downtown. 
But a new shopping center on the site of 
the failed Albee Square Mall is hardly 
the economic diversity that Downtown 
needs.
 Make no mistake; The Brooklyn Pa-
per has championed the use of federal 
stimulus money for projects that will 
be true economic engines or build crit-

ting this $20-million infusion.
 The city created its “Recover NYC” 
bond program to help private, for-profit 
developers operating in so-called dis-
tressed areas such as Averne, Harlem, 
or near Fordham Road in The Bronx. A 
full list of other proposals is on the Eco-
nomic Development Corporation Web 
site, and includes rejected grant requests 
for a hospital expansion, the construc-
tion of a school, and the redevelopment 
and renovation of the substandard Port 
Authority Bus Terminal in Washington 
Heights.
 Downtown Brooklyn is not the kind of 
“distressed” area that the Recover NYC 
program seeks to aid. In fact, the 2004 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan upzoning cre-
ated stunning wealth that has already en-
couraged massive, profitable skyscrap-
ers and other ancillary development.
 Taxpayers created that wealth by giv-
ing landowners billions in property value 
at the stroke of a zoning pen. And now 
we’re being asked to give more.

ical infrastructure that will last for de-
cades. But this shopping mall stimulus 
package does neither. It’s just a bailout 
to a team of private, for-profit develop-
ers who made a bad investment.
 Recall for a moment the history of 
the Albee Square site. Developer Joe 
Sitt bought it for $25 million in 2001 
and then flipped it for $125 million 
just six years later. No one held a gun 
to the purchasers’ head — they paid 
Sitt’s inflated, Wild West boomtown 
asking price. Then, when real-estate val-
ues started falling (what — they don’t 
always go up? Who knew?), the devel-
opers started looking for bailouts, first 
seeking a $400-million tax-free loan 
from the city last year, and now get-

A private developer gets a 
stimulus bailout to build his 
stalled mall — and you, the 
taxpayer, get the bill.

LETTERS

To the editor,
 I am very disappointed in the 
article by Mike McLaughlin (“Ad-
ams Family Values,” Aug. 14) on 
state Sen. Eric Adams’s comments 
about the arrest of Harvard pro-
fessor Henry Louis Gates. 
 McLaughlin is manufacturing 
a disagreement between Sen. Ad-
ams and President Obama where 
none exists. 
 Sen. Adams is correct. As a 
peace officer, one’s duty is to 
immediately secure the scene. 
If that means handcuffing an 
unknown person on the prem-
ises of a possible break-in, that’s 
what you do.
 President Obama called the 
actions of the Cambridge police 
“stupid” because Sgt. Crowley 

cil candidate’s child goes to public 
school has accordingly lost much 
of its punch.
 As relevant as ever is a candi-
date’s ability to do what is best for 
his constituents, rather than what 
is merely politically expedient. 
 Josh Skaller and his wife chose 
a school that in their judgment best 
addresses the special needs of their 
son, rather than one that best fur-
thers Josh’s political career.
 We would be fortunate indeed 
to have a City Councilman who 
governed with that same kind of 
integrity. Laura Edidin, 
 Carroll Gardens

To the editor,
 One of the signs of a healthy 
and expanding small business sec-
tor is the diversity of new busi-
nesses entering the market.  
 The turnover in storefronts 
on Seventh Avenue highlighted 
in Shannon Geis’s article (“Here’s 
what’s eating Seventh Avenue,” 
Aug. 7) means that new business 
owners are entering the market, but 
there is less variety in the kinds of 
new businesses that are opening, 
as the article also points out. 
 I have proposed a plan to help 
small business owners purchase 
their own storefront space as re-

tail condominiums so they can 
stay in our community, even in 
tough economic times.
 Some politicians see small 
businesses solely as a revenue 
source, but we must understand 
that they provide the majority of 
private sector jobs and add to the 
unique character of neighbor-
hoods like Park Slope.
 As your next City Council-
man, I will focus on local mom 
and pop stores and not big box 
retailers and chain stores.
 Bob Zuckerman, 
 Carroll Gardens

The writer is a candidate for 
City Council in the 39th District.

To the editor,
 My family has lived in Bay 
Ridge for 15 years, and in all that 
time, airplane noise has never been 
as bad as it has been over last two-
and-a-half weeks.
 Directly over my building, jets 
are flying from 6:30 am to 11:30 
pm, sometimes as often as two 
per minute!
 There is no escape from the 
awful whistling sound that pen-
etrates everywhere. 
 It is not possible to rest in the 
evening or on weekends. People 
come to work tired and angry.

 We live in apartment buildings 
where the sound is trapped among 
the buildings, echoing from one 
to another — an absolutely hor-
rible effect.
 Did the FAA perform any tests 
in the city with so many multi-
storied buildings?
  Living in Bay Ridge, close to 
Fort Hamilton military base, we 
are used to helicopters and mili-
tary planes — but they do not fly 
every minute or so for 17 hours a 
day. Please help us to protect Bay 
Ridge like you did with Park Slope 
from this new FAA policy. 
 They call it “Class B airspace 
redesign.” 
 They must re-evaluate it, and 
speak with the public about it.
 Lisa Fubenstein, Bay Ridge

To the editor,
 I just read the online version 
of your story about the Kent Ave-
nue bike lane (“One dimensional! 
Kent Avenue will no longer go both 
ways by the end of this week,” on-
line, Aug. 17) and have to say that 
this is the worst decision on the 
planet. They re-route maxi trailers 
to Wythe Avenue? The stupidest, 
most incompetent, pathetic and 
idiotic plan will never work.
 Sam Jacoby, Williamsburg

 That would be a real Holly-
wood ending.
 Brian Ketcham, Cobble Hill

To the editor,
 Your Aug. 14 article about the 
public or private school status of a 
candidate’s child left out a very im-
portant fact — not only does Josh 
Skaller’s wife, Kelly, have a Master’s 
degree in early childhood education, 
she is a science teacher who regu-
larly teaches Brooklyn public school 
students (“A schoolyard brawl”).
 Both Josh and Kelly understand 
the difficulties of being Brooklyn 
parents and they oppose “teach-
ing to the test.” Josh has the ex-
perience, training and vision to 
help create a better school sys-
tem for the families of Brooklyn 
— and Kelly will be his knowl-
edgeable ally in this struggle. 
 Lisa Fane, Park Slope

The writer is a volunteer com-
munications director for the 

Skaller campaign.

•  •  •
To the editor,
 In an era of mayoral control of 
public schools, the City Council 
has little direct impact on what 
goes on in the classroom, so the 
litmus test of whether a City Coun-

year just to encourage them to make 
pictures here. People also rent their 
houses as props for these movies 
for thousands of dollars a day, some 
for many days. This is a very cushy 
deal for the movie-makers. Very 
cushy also for the homeowners! 
But what about the rest of us? 
 There are external costs for 
making movies in neighborhoods. 
Taking 200 on-street parking 
spaces, some metered, most not, 
increases the traffic around our 
neighborhood as motorists seek 
out a reduced number of avail-
able spaces, increasing air pol-
lution and traffic noise. Air pol-
lution, traffic noise, congestion, 
wasted time, increased fuel con-
sumption all add up.  
 The mayor, since he is so free 
with our tax dollars, should be 
forced to undertake a real cost-
benefit analysis, not the one he 
drags out claiming that for ev-
ery tax dollar turned over to the 
movie industry, $1.90 is returned 
to New Yorkers. Other studies sug-
gest the return actually leaves us 
well in the red. 
 As a resident, homeowner 
and taxpayer who has just expe-
rienced 10 days of the “benefits” 
the movie makers bring to us, I’d 
prefer if they pay the city for the 
grief imposed to produce their 
fuzzy-brained nonsense.

handcuffed and arrested Pro-
fessor Gates after he was con-
vinced Gates was the legitimate 
occupant of the home. We know 
this was the sequence because it 
is how Sgt. Crowley describes it 
in his own report.
 This is the kind of shoddy jour-
nalism we see too often on cable 
television and almost never see in 
the pages of The Brooklyn Paper.
 Fran Schafer, N’hood witheld
Editor’s note: Sen. Adams said it. 
McLaughlin reported it accurately. 
Readers can decide for themselves 
how they feel about it.

To the editor
 The movie locusts showed up on 
my block in Cobble Hill last week, 
and it’s been a mess ever since. For 
as many as 10 days, from 6 am un-
til about 9 pm, people work, build 
sets, provide lighting, run thousands 
of feet of electrical cable, and air-
condition the space to offset the 
heat from the lighting.
 Hundreds of parking spaces in 
Cobble Hill and Brooklyn Heights 
are taken — all with the mayor’s 
permission. Residents and motor-
ists are expected to put up with 
the disruption.  
 New York City gives the movie 
industry millions in tax breaks every 

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

 “It’s a wonderful am-
bience to walk through a 
neighborhood and see his-
toric lights.”
 Velazquez agreed — and 
she told The Brooklyn Paper 
in a statement that spending 
hundreds of thousands in fed-
eral taxpayer money on the 
lights would help boost the 
local economy.
 “It will create new jobs in 
our community and attract 

Continued from page 1
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LIGHTS…
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THE HOTTEST RACES, 
THE HOTTEST DEBATES

Th e 
Candidates 

Debate!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Brooklyn Heights, Greenpoint, parts 
of Williamsburg, Park Slope, Boerum 
Hill, Vinegar Hill, DUMBO

Flatbush, East Flatbush, Flatlands, 
parts of Carnarsie and Midwood

Borough Park, Cobble Hill, Carroll 
Gardens, Columbia Street, Park Slope, 
Windsor Terrace, Kensington

&

present

on

Debates are moderated by 
Th e Brooklyn Paper’s 

 (left) and Brooklyn 
Independent Televisions’s 
Vines (right), with panels drawn 

from CNG’s prize-winning news team 
at Th e Brooklyn Paper, Courier-Life, 
Caribbean Life, Queens TimesLedger 

Newspapers, and Bronx Times and 
Times-Reporter.

more tourists to Brooklyn 
Heights, further stimulating 
economic activity,” said Ve-
lazquez, whose cash is still 
awaiting Senate approval. 
“Given the current state of 
the economy, it’s important 
to support community-driven 
projects that help put New 
Yorkers to work.”
 Though the Brooklyn 
Heights Association has only 
secured funding for a quar-
ter of the lighting project, 
which aims to replace every 

cobra head lamps in an area 
bounded by Atlantic Avenue, 
Court Street, Poplar Street, 
and Furman Street (though 
not on Furman Street itself), 
the group plans to begin in-
stalling the bishop’s crook 
lights in phases, perhaps 
starting on the blocks near 
Montague Street and con-
tinuing north, Stanton said.
 The project does not yet 
have an official starting 
date.
 The classic lamps might 
look great, but not everyone 
believes they are deserving 
of the government pork. 
 “I think they are pretty, 

but they are not worth the 
money,” said Brooklyn 
Heights Maria Byros.
 Fellow Heights resident 
Marc White echoed her con-
cern.
 “The city should be spend-
ing money on something more 
substantive, less cosmetic,” 
he said.
 The lamp project still 
needs to receive approval 
from the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission, though 
the agency has approved the 
installation of similar bish-
op’s crooks lights in other his-
toric districts, a spokesman 
told The Brooklyn Paper.

HOLE
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 Kenny Vance hasn’t changed. His 1950s tem-
plate — sweet harmonies and gentle melodies 
a la the Drifters — may have been updated by 
acts like The Beach Boys, Paul Simon and even 
Vampire Weekend, but Vance will stick to tra-

dition when he returns 
to his native Brooklyn.
 “Brooklyn’s my 
haunt,” the Flatbush-
bred Vance said. “To 
re-create the music of 
my childhood and ad-
olescence is very emo-
tional for me.”
 Vance has spent 50 
years in the music busi-

ness, first as a member of Jay and the Ameri-
cans, and continuing through stints as musical 
director for “The Warriors” and other movies.
 He even had a salacious bit role in Woody 
Allen’s “Crimes and Misdemeanors” (yes, that’s 
Vance telling Caroline Aaron that he wants to 
defecate on her during sex).
 But 15 years ago, Vance returned to sing-
ing — and the so called “Dylan of Doo-Wop” 
has not looked back.
 “My father always wondered when I was 
going to get a real job,” he said. “But 50 years 
later, in the blink of an eye, it seems, I’m still 
working.” 
 Kenny Vance and the Planotones at Asser 
Levy Park [Ocean Parkway at Surf Avenue in 
Coney Island, (718) 222-0600] on Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, 7:30 pm. Free.  — Robert Voris

 You wouldn’t know it from looking, but the 
grim apartment towers on the western end of 
Coney Island’s amusement area was once home 
to an enormous, red-eyed model elephant.
 And the overgrown land beyond Keyspan 
Park’s left field fence? That used to be Stee-
plechase Park.
 Learn this and more 
in the Coney Island His-
tory Project’s new au-
dio/visual walking tour, 
a free easy download 
that its creator hopes 
will push the latest 
Coney revival plan 
towards honoring the 
neighborhood’s past.
 “History sells!” said the project’s Executive 
Director Charlie Denson.
 The audio tour includes wonderful anecdotes 
about the speculators, swindlers and scoundrels 
who developed — and demolished — Coney.
 That context is best evoked during the walk-
ing tour’s take on Keyspan Park — built ad-
jacent to the Steeplechase Park ruins to bring 
people down to Coney Island in a similar spirit 
of outdoor summer fun, Denson said.
 “Keyspan is proof that you can develop Coney 
Island without going out of scale,” he said. 
 Coney Island walking tour can be down-
loaded at www.coneyislandhistory.org/index.
php?g=tours. — Robert Voris

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

ere’s one workout that will drive you 
up the wall!
 Gowanus’s newly opened rock-

climbing center — Brooklyn Boulders 
— is an urban jungle gym designed to 
push experienced mountaineers and first-
time climbers to new heights (albeit in 
a two-story old Daily News garage on 
Third Avenue).
 After a two-year hunt for suitable a 
Kings County location, Brooklyn Boul-
ders founders Lance Pinn, Jeremey Balboni 
and Stephen Spaeth converted the former 
garage into an alpinist’s Eden with 11,000 
square feet of climbable walls, room for 
a continuous 250-foot long traverse, more 
than 40 top-roped routes, a 28-foot tall 
climbable replica of the Brooklyn Bridge’s 
iconic tower, and walls as steep as 45 de-
grees past vertical for harness-less “boul-
dering.”
 It sounds intense. It is.
 But that doesn’t mean that the facility, 
which is at the corner of Third Avenue and 
Degraw Street, isn’t the perfect place for 
first timers to cut their teeth (and hope-
fully nothing else) before they brave real 
mountains.
 “The average person can’t just go and 
climb outdoors, whereas, here, no experi-
ence is necessary,” said Pinn, who hopes 
the gym will become a major spot on the 
birthday party circuit and a hub for cor-
porate retreats once it has its real Grand 
Opening on Sept. 9. “It’s not like climb-
ing indoors is less extreme, it’s just that 
everyone is doing what they can to look 
out for you.”
 And with help and instruction from 
staffers, Pinn insists 
that his gym can turn 
anybody — no matter 
the body type or age 
— into a modern day 
Tenzing Norgay.
 First timers can 
take an entry-level 
ropes class that 
will teach them ev-
erything from tying 
knots to taking falls (which shouldn’t be 
too difficult, considering that the floors 
are padded with four layers of forgiving 
foam padding).
 At the end of the course, climbers will 
receive belay certification, meaning they 

can use the gym’s 
ropes without a su-
pervisor.
 Every few 
weeks, staffers will 
change the place-
ment of the pastel 
holds, offering lo-
cal climbers a more 
dynamic experi-

ence than the challenging walls at the 
Aviator Sports complex in Floyd Ben-
nett Field and the less-difficult kid’s rock 
wall at Powerplay on Third Avenue near 
Eighth Street — and a more convenient 
experience than the 100-mile trek to 

“The Gunks,” upstate’s nearest climb-
ing spot.
 Pro climber Ivan Greene envisions the 
Gowanus facility becoming a hangout where 
first timers and experts can learn and prac-
tice side by side.
 “Instead of going to yoga class or the 
gym, you’re going to come here — it’s a 
sick workout,” said Greene, a route set-
ter and instructor at Brooklyn Boulders. 
“Climbing is not an easy thing to do — 
but it’s so much easier to climb here than 
it is outside. You can climb every kind 
of terrain, there are cushions all over the 
place, and you can walk from here to the 
deli when you get hungry.”

New climbing gym opens in old Gowanus garage

 Even the most intrepid Brooklynite can feel 
that he hasn’t fully experienced the cultural 
riches of our beloved borough.
 Charles McVey, the founder of the vital lo-
cal Web site Never Leave Brooklyn, felt that 
way sometimes, so he created “Brooklyn Hajj,” 

a two-day event to en-
courage exploring.
 As the name sug-
gests, this is a pilgrim-
age — though McVey 
didn’t choose the Ar-
abic word to be politi-
cally provocative.
 “Brooklyn is known 
for its cultural positivity 
— people should make 

a pilgrimage,” said McVey, who said the event 
was perfect for Brooklynites and outer-borough 
residents alike.
 The cultural extravaganza features busi-
nesses in Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, Fort 
Greene, Park Slope, and Prospect Heights.
 A Brooklyn Hajj “passport” costs just $8 
and gets its bearer discounts and giveaways.
 D’Mai Urban Spa, for example, is cutting 
prices 20 percent to all pilgrims.
 “I love supporting local businesses,” said 
owner Daniella Stromberg. “This was a no-
brainer for us.”
 The Brooklyn Hajj will have various loca-
tions on Aug. 22 and 23. Tickets, $8. For info, 
visit www.brooklynhajj.com. — Shannon Geis

 Brooklyn Boulders [575 Degraw St. 
between Third and Fourth Avenues in 
Gowanus, (347) 834-9066]. Now open 
weekdays, 6 pm to 10 pm; and some 
weekend hours. Full hours begin on 
Sept. 9. For information, class times, and 
costs, visit www.brooklynboulders.com.

Enoteca on Court

www.EnotecaOnCourt.com

FEATURING CLASSIC ITALIAN FILMS  
FROM THE ’50S TO THE PRESENT

Sunday nights at 7:30 pm. Reservations recommended.

GARDEN 
CINEMA 
ENOTECA

GARDEN 
CINEMA 
ENOTECA

AUGUST 23
La Dolce Vita (1960)

AUGUST 30
Miracolo a Milano (1950)

SEPTEMBER 6
Le Notti Di Cabiria (1957)

SEPTEMBER 13
Cinema Paradiso (1989)

SEPTEMBER 20
Umberto D. (1952)

SEPTEMBER 27
Divorce Italian Style (1961)

OCTOBER 4
Johnny Stecchino (1991)

OCTOBER 11
The Orange Thief (2009)

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court Street
(at Union Street)
718-852-5015
Open 7 days for lunch & dinner 
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

3-Course Prix Fixe
SERVED DAILY EXCEPT SATURDAY

Celebrating 26 years in business!

Lunch or Dinner: $20.09

CHOICE OF APPETIZERS
Mozzarella con Pomodoro e Basilico

Insalata di Funghi    Carpaccio di Polipo

CHOICE OF ENTREES
Gnocchi con Pomodoro e Basilico

Risotto Frutta di Mare
Bigoli del Veneto    Filetto di Sogliola

Pollo Scarpariello    Filetto Di Maialino

CHOICE OF DESSERTS
Seasonal Fruit Torte    House-made Gelato

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Broiled Pork Chops
Served with fried green
plantain chips and salad

$10.45

147 FRONT ST.
2ND FLOOR

rebarnyc.com  718 797 2322 dumbo, brooklyn  

Climbing isn’t the only way to go extreme 
in Brooklyn. Here are some other action 
sports you can practice without leaving 
the borough:

 The staff at Homage 
Skateshop can turn any 
first-time skater into a 
thrilled wood-pusher. 
The Smith Street store 
offers regular skate-
boarding classes at that 
start with basics like turning and advance all 
the way to complicated flip tricks. Group les-

sons start at $30 per person, and private les-
sons start at $60. If you’re more into fashion 
than thrashing, the shop is loaded with skate-
styled threads. It even serves fresh brewed cups 
of Mud coffee.
 Homage Skateshop [151 Smith St. 
between Bergen and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 561-1511]. For information, 
visit www.homagebrooklyn.com.

 Scuba diving isn’t just a tropical pastime 
— it’s a Brooklyn passion. Our borough’s 
very own Jacques Cousteaus at Kings County 
Divers in Sheepshead Bay will teach newbies 

everything they need to know 
before they go under. Be-

ginners can learn the 
basics in the pool 
and in the class-
room before join-
ing other local div-

ers in trips to scuba 
spots including freshwater 

quarries in Pennsylvania and the 
waters off of Long Island.
 Kings County Divers [2417 Avenue U be-
tween Mansfield Place and Bedford Avenue 
in Sheephead Bay, (718) 648-4232]. For in-
formation, visit www.kcdivers.com.

 It’s almost impossible to catch a 
wave in Brooklyn, but that doesn’t 
the surfing scene isn’t swelling. 
And if there is any center to the 
community of longboarders and 
shortboarders who call Brooklyn 
home, it’s Mollusk Surf Shop in 
Williamsburg. This low-key shop 
and hangout offers a wide array 
of boards, wetsuits and waxes 
perfect for your next trip to Rock-
away Beach — as well as tons of surf mov-
ies perfect for landlocked pipe dreamers.
 Mollusk Surf Shop [210 Kent Ave. at 
Metropolitan Ave. in Williamsburg, (718) 
218-7456]. For information, visit www.
mollusksurfshopnyc.com. — Ben Muessig

Because it’s there: Brooklyn Boulder instructor Ivan Greene (above) scales 
the walls of the Gowanus climbing gym, which will open in September at 
the corner of Third Avenue and Degraw Street. (At right) A Brooklyn Bridge 
replica can also be climbed.
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FRI, AUG. 21
URBAN PLANT ART: Brooklyn artist 

Sara Bouchard and German artist 
Leslie Kuo investigate urban 
plants and lead walks through 
the neighborhood. Free. Open 
Source Gallery (255 17th St., at Fifth 
Avenue in Greenwood Heights), 
www.urbanplantresearch.org. 

GENDER EQUALITY FESTIVAL: En-
tertainment, activities, information, 
free food, and prizes. This year’s 
theme: “Brooklyn, We Go Hard!” 
Free. 10 am-3 pm. Cuyler Gore 
Park (Corner of Greene Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene), www.
genyc.com. 

ART, THE BEST OF THE FIFTH AV
ENUE ART WALK: Opening recep-
tion on Aug. 21. Free. noon-6 pm. 
Under Minerva Gallery [656 Fifth 
Ave. between 19th and 20th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 788-
0170], www.underminerva.com. 

 Free. 6 
pm. Medgar Evers College 
Amphitheatre [Montgomery 
St. between Franklyn and 
Bedford avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270-5055], www.
centralbrooklynjazzconsortium.org. 

FILM, “STILL WALKING”: Part of 
BAM’s Films of Hirokazu Kore-eda. 
$11 ($8 seniors and students). 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauchemin’s pho-
tographs. Free. 7 pm. Tillie’s [248 
DeKalb Ave. at Vanderbilt Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 783-6140], 
www.tilliesofbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “TROUBLE THE WATER”: Part 
of the KIDFlix film fest of Bed-Stuy 
and the African Film Festival of 
New York. Free. 7:30 pm. Fulton 
Park (Stuyvesant Avenue and Fulton 
Street in Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

MUSIC, AMY RAY: Former Indigo Girl 
performs with Toshi Reagon. $15 
($12 in advance). 7:30 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

FILM, “ON THE WATERFRONT”: 
Indoor and air-conditioned. Part 
of the Brooklyn Lyceum’s summer 
Classic Film Screenings. $5. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

FILM, “ROCK HEART BEIJING”: If you 
think it’s hard being a punk rocker in 
the USA, try making it in China. Live 
music before, free sangria after. $9. 
8:30 pm. Old American Can Factory 
[232 3rd St. in Gowanus, (718) 417-
7362], www.rooftopfilms.com. 

MUSIC, CABELL: Singer will perform 
songs from his new album, “Flowers 
for My Baby.” 8:30 pm. Marius Cafe 
[520 Henry St. at Union Street in 
Carroll Gardens, (888) 361-9473]. 

FIREWORKS: Free. 9:30 pm. 
Boardwalk (Surf Avenue and W. 
12th Street in Coney Island), www.
coneyislandfunguide.com. 

Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. [194 20th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-9614], 
www.brooklynfleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg), www.artistsandfleas.
com. 

OTHER
URBAN PLANT ART: See Friday, 

Aug. 21. 
ART, THE BEST OF THE FIFTH AV

ENUE ART WALK: See Friday, 
Aug. 21. 

BOOKS, NICOLE MARWELL: Author 
of “Bargaining for Brooklyn: Com-
munity Organizations in the Entre-
preneurial City.” Free. 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library Bushwick Branch 
[340 Bushwick Ave. at Siegel St. in 
Bushwick, (917) 783-7605]. 

FILM, “NOBODY KNOWS”: Part of 
BAM’s Films of Hirokazu Kore-eda. 
$11 ($8 seniors and students). 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

FORT GREENE PARK SUMMER LIT
ERARY FESTIVAL: Featuring Fort 
Greene’s own Colson Whitehead, 
Touré and Nelson George, along-
side, alongside young writers ages 
seven to seventeen reading. Free. 3 
pm. Fort Greene Park Visitor Center 
[Enter park at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 723-3218]. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauchemin’s pho-
tographs. See Friday, Aug. 21.

SUN, AUG. 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BLUEGRASS BBQ: Musi-

cians, bands, apple bobbing, pork 
and free Colt 45 (from 4-5 pm 
only). Free admission. 4-9 pm. 3rd 
Ward [195 Morgan Ave. at Stagg 
Street in Bushwick, (718) 715-4961], 
www.3rdward.com. 

MUSIC, CITY PARKS DANCE: See Sat-
urday, Aug. 22.

SALES AND MARKETS
 See Saturday, 

Aug. 22. 
BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: See Sat-

urday, Aug. 22.
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See Saturday, 

Aug. 22.
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 am–5 

pm. J.J. Byrne Park (Fifth Avenue 

RITUALS dance company and 
Dancewave’s Kids Company. 
Free. 4 pm. Von King Park [254 
Tompkins Ave, between Lafayette. 
& Green Aves in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (212) 360-8290], www.
cityparksfoundation.org/arts. 

MUSIC, THREE BAD JACKS: The 
bastards of rock and roll. $10 
(advance). 8 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MARKET: 

Free. 9 am-6 pm. (Lewis Avenue 
and Decatur streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). 

 Free. 9 am-5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

HATTIE CARTHAN COMMUNITY 
MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 pm. Hattie 
Carthan Community Market [Clifton 
Place and Marcy Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (212) 594-2155]. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MCCARREN 
PARK: Free. 10 am-6 pm. McCarren 
Park (Bedford Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg), www.
artistsandfleas.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 

SAT, AUG. 22

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE IT: Transportation Alternatives 

leads a bike ride starting in Brook-
lyn and going through Queens, 
Manhattan and the Bronx. Free. 
8:30 am-noon. Grand Army Plaza 
(Under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Arch in Park Slope), www.transalt.
org/summerstreets. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCH
ING: Free. Noon. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GRAND STREET COMMU

NITY BAND: The all-volunteer en-
semble playing traditional American 
marches. Free. 12 pm. McCarren 
Park (near Bedford Ave. and Lo-
rimer St. in Greenpoint). 

THEATER, “TALLY HO!, OR 
NAVIGATING THE FUTURE”: The 
rip-roaring musical. Free. 2 pm. 
Coney Island Boardwalk [W. 10th 
St. at Surf Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (212) 254-1109], www.
theaterforthenewcity.net. 

DANCE SHOW: With nathantrice/

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
August 21

‘Girls’ power
It’s Lilith Fair all 
over again! Amy 
Ray, one half of the 
Indigo Girls, is per-
forming solo at the 
Bell House tonight. If 
you’re a lesbian, or 
just love the music, 
you won’t want to 
miss this show! And 
she’s playing with 
Toshi Reagon, so 
there are sure to be 
fireworks.

7:30 pm, The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510]. Tickets, 
$12 (advance).

SUNDAY
August 23

Music & pork
Nothing goes better 
with barbecue than 
bluegrass music (and 
bourbon, but let’s 
not get picky). Today, 
3rd Ward will throw 
open its backyard 
for a pig barbecue, 
lots of bluegrass 
tunes, workshops, 
games and apple 
bobbing. There’ll 

even be an hour of 
free Colt .45 start-
ing at 4 pm and a 
jam session at 8 
pm, so bring 
your banjo. 

4–9pm, 3rd Ward 
[195 Morgan 
Ave. at Stagg 
Street in 
Bushwick, 
(718) 715-
4961]. Free.

MONDAY
August 24

Disco fever
Just because you 
couldn’t get to 
Studio 54 during its 
heyday doesn’t 
mean you can’t party 
like you did. Head 
over to Union Hall 
for “Studio 54: Disco 
Dance Love Affair,” a 
dance party that will 
make you want to 
relive the 1970s all 
over again. Don’t 
forget your platform 
shoes and white 
Polyester suit.

8 pm, Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400]. 
Free.

WEDNESDAY
August 26

Woof run 
homer
It’s every man’s fan-
tasy — going to a 
baseball game with 
his best friend 
(though, to be fair, in 
the fantasy, the 
friend usually buys 
the beer). Tonight, 
here’s you chance: 
Bring your dog to 
the Cyclones game 
against the Vermont 
Lake Monsters and 
participate in all 
sorts of dual-species 
fun. There’ll also be 
low-cost microchip-
ping and pet adop-
tion opportunities.

3 pm (game is at 7 pm). 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449-
8497].

THURSDAY
August 27

Summer time
Chart topping, 
record-breaking disco 
queen Donna Sum-
mer will belt them out 
at Borough President 
Marko witz’s Seaside 
Summer Concert 
Series. But this gos-
pel-trained singer’s 
repertoire includes 
much more than just 
“Bad Girls” and “Last 
Dance.” And her 
photo suggests that 
she’s taking whatever 
Dick Clarke was tak-
ing all those years — 
she hasn’t aged since 
“On the Radio.” 
Whoa-o-oh-oh.

7:30 pm. Asser Levy Park 
[Surf Avenue at W. Fifth 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 222-0600]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

SAT, AUG. 22
 

Annual event will feature a keynote 
address from writer David Ansel 
Weiss. Free. 10 am. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 833-
4928]. 

FRI, AUG. 28
 Sponsored by the 

North Flatbush Business 
Improvement District. Receive a 
free guest pass from Crunch and 
juice from Healthy Nibbles. 2-7:30 
pm. Crunch Fitness [300 Flatbush 
Ave. in Park Slope, (718) 738-1685], 
www.nfbid.com.
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GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox
Juvederm/Restylane

Chemical peels
Laser hair removal

Spider veins
Scar and blemish removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Skin cancer screening
Keloid treatments

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN
212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner

Bay Ridge’s Newest Modern Mexican Restaurant & Lounge
Monday thru Wednesday
1/2 price drinks & appetizers ALL DAY

Thursday & Friday
1/2 price drinks 4–7 pm

Open for Lunch
Mon–Fri, $12 Prix Fixe

includes soup or salad, soda, 
coffee or tea

$13 Brunch
Saturday & Sunday

One FREE Bloody Mary, Mimosa, 
Frozen Margarita, Sangria or 

Bellini with meal

Open for Dinner
Seven days a week
Sunday thru Thursday
$25 Dinner Prix Fixe

Includes appetizer/entre/dessert

Special PARTY 
menus available

GIFT CARDS  
for all occasions

Come watch all 
your SPORTING 
EVENTS on our  
9 high-def flat 

screen TVs

Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants

 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY

 13’ CEILINGS

 PLENTIFUL PARKING

 SOME WITH WATER VIEWS

 6’ WINDOWS

 GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

 FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

 PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE

DUMBO–come see what they see

 Makiko Esumi stars in Hirokazu Kore-eda’s “Ma-
borosi,” which will screen at BAM on Aug. 25.
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863 Manhattan Avenue, Greenpoint

DIGITAL CAMERA
Sony DSC-S950

DIGITAL CAMERA
Olympus FE 25

DIGITAL CAMCORDER
Sony DCR SR 47

PORTABLE DVD PLAYER
JDVD760

VIDEO MP3 PLAYER
Sony NWZX1051FBLK

The BEST PRICES in New York!

DIGITAL PICTURE FRAME
Jwin JP147

DVD PLAYER
Sony DVP SR200

LAPTOP COMPUTER
Samsung NC1014GBLU

ALL-IN-ONE CAMERA
Sony MHSPM1/D

$299

DIGITAL MUSIC SYSTEM
Bose SoundDock Series II

Your Price: $379

Your Price  $109

Your Price $129

Your Price $329 Your Price $49

Your Price  $299

Your Price  $249

Your Price  $79

Toshiba 32AV502

32” LCD TOSHIBA HD TV

Your Price $29

Your Price  $29

By Robert Voris
for The Brooklyn Paper

evin’s restaurant in Red 
Hook is having its first 
anniversary, but custom-

ers will get a nice gift: an all-
you-can-eat, completely afford-
able clambake.
 Even better, all the bivalves 
at the Sept. 10 will be caught 
by Kevin Moore, the chef and 
co-owner of the eponymous, 
25-seat Van Brunt Street eat-
ery.
 Moore has been clamming 
near Montauk all summer, and 
has finally gotten so good at it 
that he thinks he’ll be able to dig 

up enough to fill his customers’ 
plates. And he’ll let the shell-
fish speak for themselves.
 “I want to keep it as pure 
and simple as possible — gar-
lic, white wine, butter for the 
clams, and maybe some pep-
pers,” he said.
 The feast will be served buf-
fet-style and will also feature 
a saffron fish stew. The res-
taurant doesn’t have a liquor 
license, so make sure to bring 
your own libation.
 While the party is ostensi-
bly for the restaurant, Caroline 
Parker, Moore’s partner, said 
that it was also a reward for the 
community that has supported 
Kevin’s in its first year.
 “There’s a $10 suggested do-
nation to help us cover our costs, 
but anyone is welcome to join 
us for whatever he can pay,” she 
said. “There’s something very 
simple and very direct about 
having Kevin get the food him-
self and cook it and share it 
that’s very beautiful.”
 Clambake at Kevin’s [277A 
Van Brunt St. between Pioneer 
Street and Visitation Place in 
Red Hook, (718) 596-8335], 
Thursday, Sept. 10, 7 pm. For 
info, visit mooreparties.com.

A Red Hook restaurant hosts a 
real old-fashioned clambake

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

thiopian food has, unfor-
tunately, not been a big 
thing in Brooklyn, despite 

a foodie culture that once cher-
ished the city’s only Cambodian 
restaurant (now moved to Man-
hattan), at least two Chinatowns, 
and ethnic offerings from all 
corners of the globe.
 So we were ecstatic when 
native Addis Ababan Hibist 
Legesse opened Bati on Ful-
ton Street earlier this year. 
From the start, we were im-
pressed by her commitment 
to authenticity (with genuine 
spices flown in from her home-
land), and her attention to lo-
cal sensitivies (her beef, lamb 
and poultry are all organic and 
there are even vegan items).
 But the other day, we ordered 
up a plate of doro wett, the clas-
sic Ethiopian chicken stew, and 
were blown away by the thick, 
rich sauce and delectable meat 
just below its surface.
 Though some would cham-
pion lamb, a chicken version of 
wett is the best way to highlight 
berbere, a shouldn’t-work-but-
somehow-does combination of 

chili, basil, garlic, ginger, shal-
lots, fenugreek, and cardamom 
that is as basic to Ethiopian cui-
sine as ketchup is to your back-
yard barbecue.
 Legesse also offers other 

Ethiopian standards, includ-
ing a milder stew called ali-
cha and a chickpea dish called 
buticha, but when we want that 
intoxicating blend of spices that 
keep our tongues tingling for 

hours, doro wett is the only way 
to go.
 Bati [747 Fulton St. be-
tween S. Portland Avenue and 
S. Elliott Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 797-9696].

Ethiopian chicken stew is ‘Haile’ delicious

 The doro wett at Bati, a six-month-old 
Ethiopian restaurant in Fort Greene owned by Hibist 
Legesse, is smoky, rich, spicy, delicious and the best 
thing we ate this week.
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The Best Thing  
We Ate This Week

 Kevin Moore and Caroline Parker will host a 
clambake at their Van Brunt Street eatery next month.
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re-sale boutique for kids & teens

it’s time to let go...

BRING IN THIS AD
GET 20% OFF PURCHASE

@ Kidz Cut Zone   447 Sixth Avenue, Park Slope   718.369.4700

Haircuts & Products too

clothes   shoes   books   everyday items
kids   teens   maternity

pick-ups available

As seen in

TIME OUT NEW YORK 

KIDS

SALE
going on

NOW

IN

IN?

S U M M E R  S A L U T E  T O

AT INTREPID

and Fourth Street in Park 
Slope).

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 
11 am–6 pm. Under the 
Brooklyn Bridge (Water 
Street and New Dock 
Street in DUMBO), www.
brownstoner.com/brook-
lynflea. 

OUTDOOR ART SHOW AND 
SALE: Free. 11 am–4 pm. 
Narrows Botanical Gardens 
[Shore Road and Bay Ridge 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748-9848], www.
narrowsbg.org. 

OTHER
URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-

day, Aug. 21.
SHARING CIRCLE: Come for 

brunch and share a topic 
Free. 11 am. Brooklyn So-
ciety for Ethical Culture [53 
Prospect Park West at Sec-
ond Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-2972], www.
bsec.org. 

FILM, “DISTANCE”: Part of 
BAM’s Films of Hirokazu 
Kore-eda. $11 ($8 seniors 
and students). 3 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21. 

FILM, “PURPLE RAIN”: 
Outdoor movie screen-
ing. Free. 8 pm. Habana 
Outpost [757 Fulton St. at 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 858-9500], 
www.ecoeatery.com. 

MON, AUG. 24
URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-

day, Aug. 21.
FILM, “HANA”: Part of BAM’s 

Films of Hirokazu Kore-
eda. $11 ($8 seniors and 
students). 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org.

BROOKLYN CYCLONES 
VS VERMONT: $8-$15. 7 
pm. Keyspan Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21. 

MUSIC, SEAN PAUL: With the 
Mighty Sparrow. Free. 7:30 
pm. Wingate Field [Brook-
lyn Ave. between Rutland 

Road and Winthrop Street 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
222-0600], www.brooklyn-
concerts.com. 

TUES, AUG. 25
URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-

day, Aug. 21. 
OUTDOOR PILATES: The Fit-

ness Guru leads free class. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Empire-
Fulton Ferry State Park 
[Plymouth Street and Main 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
802-0603], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

FILM, “MABOROSI”: Part of 
BAM’s Films of Hirokazu 
Kore-eda. $11 ($8 seniors 
and students). 6:50 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org.

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS 
VERMONT: See Monday, 
Aug. 24. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21.

MUSIC, ANDY FRIEDMAN: 
Country rock from a real 
New York Jew! $10. 7 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

WED, AUG. 26
URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-

day, Aug. 21.

ETERY: Led by Big Onion 
Walking Tours. $15 ($12 
students and seniors). 1 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th Street 
in Sunset Park, (212) 439-
1090], www.bigonion.com. 

set and short precede film. 
Part of the Movies with a 
View series. Free. 6 pm. 
Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park [Plymouth Street and 
Main Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

TWILIGHT TOUR: Wine and 
cheese reception, boat 
tour and naturalist-led 
bat walk. Reservations re-
quired. $30. 6:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

FILM, “SIX THINGS I NEVER 
TOLD YOU”: Jamie Hec-
tor (“The Wire”), Novella 
Nelson (“Antwone Fisher”). 
Q&A after the 6:50 screen-
ing. Part of “ActNow: New 
Voices in Black Cinema.” 
$11 ($8 seniors and stu-
dents). 6:50 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21.

MUSIC, DONNA SUMMER: 
Part of the Seaside Summer 
Concert Series. Free. 7:30 
pm. Asser Levy/Seaside 
Park [W. Fifth Street and 
Surf Avenue, across from 
the Aquarium in Coney 
Island, (718) 222-0600], 
www.brooklynconcerts.
com. 

MUSIC, FIVE LIVE BANDS: 
A celebration of Insound, 
an online record company. 
$10. 7:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl (61 Wythe Ave. 
in Williamsburg), www.
brooklynbowl.com/event-
detail/?id=554.

MUSIC, JAZZ: Rob Schwim-
mer’s World of Piano … 
and Theremin $25 ($15 
seniors, $10 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

FRI, AUG. 28
URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-

day, Aug. 21.
MUSIC, AFTER THE JUMP 

FESTIVAL: Free. Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

GENDER EQUALITY FESTI
VAL: See Friday, Aug. 21. 

MUSIC, CHARLES DOUGH
ERTY: Free. 6 pm. Medgar 
Evers College Amphi-
theatre [Montgomery St. 
between Franklyn and 
Bedford avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270-5055], 
www.centralbrooklynjazz-
consortium.org. 

FILM, “AFTER LIFE”: Part of 
BAM’s Films of Hirokazu 
Kore-eda. $11 ($8 seniors 
and students). 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21.

FILM, “NOTORIOUS”: In-
door and air-conditioned. 
Part of the Brooklyn 
Lyceum’s summer Clas-
sic Film Screenings. $5. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklyn-
lyceum.com. 

 A pre-teen 
“Badlands,” a lush and 
visceral young American 
drifter tragedy. Live music 
before, free sangria after. 
$9. 8:30 pm. Old American 
Can Factory [232 3rd St. in 
Gowanus, (718) 417-7362], 
www.rooftopfilms.com. 

FIREWORKS: See Friday, 
Aug. 21. 

SAT, AUG. 29

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE IT: See Saturday, Aug. 

22. 
INTRODUCTION TO BIRD

WATCHING: See Saturday, 
Aug. 22. 

PERFORMANCE
NICAD: Dutch rock band 

performs. 6 pm. Public 
Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782-5188], 
www.publicassemblynyc.
com. Tickets, $12.

MUSIC, AFTER THE JUMP 
FESTIVAL: See Friday, 
Aug. 28.

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MAR

KET: See Saturday, Aug. 
22. 

 See 
Saturday, Aug. 22.  

HATTIE CARTHAN COMMU
NITY MARKET: See Satur-
day, Aug. 22.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MC
CARREN PARK: See Satur-
day, Aug. 22. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur-
day, Aug. 22. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 
See Saturday, Aug. 22.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, Aug. 22. 

OTHER

TUAL ART: Victoria Stanton 
and Christian Richer’s per-
formance, “When Parts of 
You Are Still Arriving. Free. 
Open Source Gallery (255 
17th St., at Fifth Avenue 
in Greenwood Heights), 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-
day, Aug. 21. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21. 

FILM, “THE WIZ”: Part of 
the KIDFlix film fest of 
Bed-Stuy and the African 
Film Festival of New York. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Fulton Park 
(Stuyvesant Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Bedford-
Stuyvesant).

Continued from page 8

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 
CON CERT: Soloists will 
present a program of 
operatic and popular 
selections. Free. 1:30 
pm. New Utrecht Public 
Library [1743 86th St. in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236-
1760], www.reginaopera.
org. 

VERMONT: Plus, “Bark in 
the Park” promotion that 
lets you bring your dog to 
the Cyclones game. See 
Monday, Aug. 24 for game 
details.

DANCE PERFORMANCE: 
Free. 3:30 pm. Old First 
Reformed Church [729 Car-
roll St. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
8300]. 

READING, KAYLIE JONES: 
Author of “Lies My Mother 
Never Told Me.” Free. 6 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
GROUP: Monthly meeting. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Park Slope 
Geriatric Day Center [199 
14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-7701]. 

ART EXHIBIT: Lynn Beauche-
min’s photographs. See 
Friday, Aug. 21.

THURS, AUG. 27
URBAN PLANT ART: See Fri-

day, Aug. 21.
FARMERS MARKET: Lutheran 

Hospital offers a greenmar-
ket. 8 am-5 pm. Lutheran 
Hospital (100 55th St. 
between First and Second 
avenues in Sunset Park). 

 
”One Pot? No problem.” 
Prepare, cook, and eat 
over an open fire. Part of 
the Fireside Feasts series. 
Free. 5-7 pm. Wyckoff 
Farmhouse Museum [5816 
Clarendon Rd. at Ralph 
Avenue in East Flatbush, 
(718) 629-5400], www.
wyckoffassociation.org. 

FILM, “EDWARD SCIS
SORHANDS”: Johnny 
Depp back in the day. DJ 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

 Two nights. One stage. Five classic 
legends of soul.
 It’s called “The Brooklyn Soul 
Festival,” and on Aug. 28 and 29, it’ll 
turn the Bell House into a veritable 
Hall of Fame of a classic, but fading, 
music style.
 “Our vision is to introduce people 
to music they might not have had a 
chance to hear otherwise,” said Richard 
Lewis who is organizing the two-day 
festival with Eli “Paperboy” Reed.
 Headliners on the opening night in-
clude Barbara Lynn (best known for 
“You’ll Lose a Good Thing”), Ros-
coe Robinson (who played with Sam 
Cooke), and Hermon Hitson (who 
played with Jimi Hendrix and Wil-
son Pickett).
 Closing night will feature Otis Clay 
(pictured, who had a hit with “Try-
ing to Live My Life Without You”) 
and Maxine Brown  (“Oh No Not My 
Baby” from 1964).
 “We’re basically trying to save an 
American art form, and we have a brief 
opportunity to hear these artists in per-
son,” Lewis added.
 Lewis and another DJ have been 

putting on monthly soul music nights 
at Brooklyn clubs and concert venues. 
For this, though, the pair joined forces 
with Reed to put on the much bigger 
festival. 
 “We realized nobody was booking 
these artists,” Lewis said. “We figured, 

why not track down these artists and 
bring them into town.”
 “Brooklyn Soul Festival” at The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. bet. Second 
and Third Avenues, (718) 643-6510], 
Aug. 28 and 29. Tickets, $15.

— Jared Foretek
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 NiCad, a rock band from Holland, will play Public Assembly in 
Williamsburg on Aug. 29.
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Feisty One’s summertime stories

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom doesn’t get 
the point of summer 
homework. Isn’t sum-

mer supposed to be about rec-
reation, relaxation and fun? 
Isn’t it a time to do things other 
than school work? Smartmom 
thinks there’s plenty of time for 
school work during the other 
10 months of the year.  
 But Smartmom has noth-
ing against summer reading. 
And the Oh So Feisty One 
has been reading quite a bit 
this summer. At the moment, 
she’s hooked on a book called 
“Peace, Love & Baby Ducks” 
by Lauren Myracle. 
 But every day she whines, 
“I have to find ‘Tangerine.’” 
 That’s the young adult book 
by Edward Bloor that is as-
signed to all the incoming 
seventh graders at her mid-
dle school. It sounds like a de-
cent book. But why does she 
have to read it this summer? 
 In addition to “Tangerine,” 
OSFO has to pick from a list 
of approved books for another 
reading selection. 
 Unfortunately, none of the 
books she has read this sum-
mer are on that list. Sure, the 
list includes a great group of 

books. But she’s read a bunch 
of them and some of them 
don’t interest her at all. At 
least that’s what she tells 
Smartmom, who knows that 
the very fact that they’re on 
the list makes them less in-
teresting to OSFO because 
she’s got that anti-authori-
tarian streak she inherited 
from Hepcat. 
 Whatever. Smartmom 
wondered if “Peace, Love 
& Baby Ducks” could be 
substituted for her summer 
reading book. Why not? It’s 
a perfectly fine book, maybe 
even a tad literary.
 “No, it’s not on the list,” 
said OSFO, the oh so literal 
one. 
 “Well, maybe we should 
call the principal to get spe-
cial dispensation …” 
 OSFO wasn’t having it. 
Finally, she did pick a book 
from that list, “The Cat Ate 
My Gymsuit” by Paula Dan-
zinger, something she’s al-
ready read. 
 From Smartmom’s expe-
rience with summer read-
ing (and she’s had plenty), 
it’s not like the books are 
integrated into the curricu-

lum even though the kids are 
required to write a two-page 
essay about each book. 
 In fact, Smartmom has 
never heard about those es-
says once they’re handed in. 
Smartmom wonders what hap-
pens to those essays. Do they 
go into some gigantic folder 
called Summer Reading? Are 
they sent to the recycling?  
 More important, why 
do the schools insist on in-
sinuating themselves into 
the lives of their students 
24/7? OSFO’s life already 
revolves around school. So 
does Smartmom’s. But like 
OSFO, she enjoys the two-
month break from school 
schedules and homework. 

Sure, the American edu-
cational system is way 
behind other countries, 

which have longer school days 
and school years. But what’s 
wrong with letting life be the 
educator for a few months of 
the year?
 That’s what summer is all 
about. It’s a chance to spend 
time with family and friends 
and to experience new peo-
ple, places and things. 
 It’s also a time to discover 
the pleasure of unassigned 
reading. 

cations on Fire Island, Maine 
or Martha’s Vineyard. During 
one memorable summer va-
cation, the family visited the 
Grand Tetons in Wyoming.

For years, Smartmom 
went to sleepaway 
camp, where she had 

the chance to exist outside of 

the strictures of family and 
school. There she learned to 
folk dance, to play the guitar 
and the lyrics to every pro-
test song imaginable.
 It was a great time — and 
a welcome break from school 
and family.
 This summer, Smartmom 
decided to read Dostoyevsky. 
During the rainy days of June, 
she read “The Idiot,” the story 
of the epileptic Prince Mysh-
kin (and Dumb Editor’s fa-
vorite of the enigmatic Rus-
sian’s doorstop books).
 On Block Island, she 
dove into “Crime and Pun-
ishment,” the great novel 
about Raskolnikov’s remorse-
less crime. And in the bright 

California sun, she read “The 
Brothers Karamazov.” 
 It’s been a heavy sum-
mer full of nihilism, human 
psychology and the spiritual, 
political and social world of 
19th-century Russia 
 What if Smartmom had re-
quired reading? She’d never 
get a chance to wrap her head 
around The Brothers K.
 Luckily, Smartmom 
doesn’t have to write a two-
page essay on her summer 
reading. But OSFO does and 
she better get going. It’s mid-
August and it’s time for OSFO 
to get cracking.
 Anyone have a copy of 
“Tangerine”?

 Smar tmom 
doesn’t remem-
ber any sum-
mer home work 
when she was a 
kid. But that was 
back in the 1970s 
when progressive 
education was in 
vogue. Summer 
meant family va-

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, AUG. 21
 Ringling Brothers 

and Barnum & Bailey Boom 
A Ring. One-ring verison of 
the Ringling Brothers show. 
$10-$65. [West 21st Street 
at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (201) 507-8900], 
www.ringling.com. 

 Animal tales, folk-
tales, games, costumes, 
crafts, skulls and skins for 
children aged 4-11. Free. 
Prospect Park Children’s 
Corner [Corner of Flatbush 
Ave. and Empire Blvd. in 
Prospect Park, (718) 638-
7700], www.heartofbrook-
lyn.org/childrenscorner.

SAT, AUG. 22
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, Aug. 21. 
 Kayaking and com-

munity rowing at the “cove 
between the bridges.” No 
training or prior experience 
needed. Free. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Cove [1 Main 
St, at Plymouth Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 802-0603], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

 Puppet show, 
“Aladdin and the Wonder-
ful Lamp.” $8 ($7 children). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

 Science Power 
Hour. Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center (see 
venue info above). 

 Story hour. Free. 
Imagination Playground 
[enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park], www.
prospectpark.org. 

SUN, AUG. 23
 Sunday barbecue 

and kids fair. Free admis-
sion. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [405 81st St. in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 836-3103]. 

 
“Aladdin.” See Saturday, 
Aug. 22.

 Ringling Brothers. 
See Friday, Aug. 21. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, Aug. 22.

 Science Power 
Hour. See Saturday, Aug. 
22.

 Story hour. See 
Saturday, Aug. 22.

 “The Secret of 
Nimh.” $5 per person, 
$15 per family. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

 Bingo/Board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, AUG. 26
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 21. 

THURS, AUG. 27
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 21. 
 Nintendo Wii Sports 

Night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, AUG. 28
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 21. 
 Animal tales. See 

Friday, Aug. 21.

SAT, AUG. 29
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, Aug. 21. 
 Nature Crafts. See 

Saturday, Aug. 22.
 Science Power 

Hour. See Saturday, Aug. 
22.

 Story hour. See 
Saturday, Aug. 22.

 Kayaking. See Satur-
day, Aug. 22. 

 “Unaware.” Play 
for teens that deals with 
AIDS, teen pregnancy, 
STDs, school, balancing 
relationships and friend-
ships, and other themes. 
$10. Secondary School 
for Law [237 Seventh Ave. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
streets in Park Slope, (347) 
683-1237], teenwakeup.
blogspot.com. 

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit
62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822

www.BrooklynFencing.com

at BROOKLYN FENCING CENTER

Beginners welcome!
Ages 7 & up 

Next session begins July 20th
REGISTER NOW!

Summer Fencing Camps

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

REGISTER NOW! 
1-866-827-4826
www.AMDEvent.com

FREE 
 MACULAR DEGENERATION 

SEMINAR

New York Marriott Hotel 
at the Brooklyn Bridge

333 Adams Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Thursday, August 27, 2009
Registration 4:30 p.m.

Seminar 5:30 p.m. 

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

HEALTH, MIND
 & BODY

DENTISTS

of roughly one-seventieth of 
an acre.
 If neighborhood backyards 
are farmed collectively, Mur-
phy says, she can build com-
munity, grow healthy food 
without pesticides or trans-
portation, and make enough 
money to plough into more 
and more farms.
 It isn’t easy. As with the 
sharecroppers of the post-
Civil War era, Murphy’s start-
up costs are high, mostly for 
soil (“Good dirt is hard to 
find,” she said) and build-
ing raised plots and irriga-
tion tubing.
 And the tight confines of 
a Brooklyn backyard are a 
challenge, too. “You can’t 
plant onions near beans be-
cause they don’t get along” 
(a Brooklyn garden is ap-
parently like some Brook-
lyn neighborhoods).
 But labor costs are low.
 “This is a movement of 
young people who are getting 
into urban farming,” Murphy 
said. “They’re into food — 
they’ve read Michael Pollan 
— and are appalled at how 

far food has to travel to get 
to them. 
 “And once when we’re get-
ting all our compost mate-
rial from local restaurants 
and homeowners, the entire 
cycle of planting, growing 
and harvesting will be en-
tirely Brooklyn based.”
 Whatever produce isn’t 
turned over to the landowner 
will be sold through a CSA, 
a “community supported ag-
riculture” buying group.
 It won’t result in big prof-
its, but once a farm is up and 
going, the only costs are the 
seeds and paying her farmer, 
Bruni Toras, who will be 
growing food as a full-time 
occupation next year.
 That would make her one 
of only 25 people employed in 
“crop production” in Brook-
lyn, according to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.
 “I’ve never been called to 
find the number of farmers in 
Brooklyn,” Bureau economist 
Lisa Boily. “Mostly, people 
call me to find out the latest 
numbers on the financial in-
dustry, which employs a lot 
more people.”

 For now.
 Murphy believes that 
someday soon, she’ll dou-
ble that paltry labor statis-
tic compiled by those Wash-
ington bean counters.
 “As an architect, maybe I’d 
get to design three buildings 
in my entire career, but with 
this project, I can build hun-
dreds of farms,” she said.
 Fisher is a convert — of 
sorts. Before Murphy took over 
his backyard, the weeds grew 
as high as a teenager’s eye.
 “We really never did any-
thing with the yard at all, so 
when my wife told me about 
[starting a farm], I figured, 
‘Why not?’ ” he said. “And ev-
erything’s been delicious.”
 BK Farmyards will be 
having a fundraiser at 
Compound Brooklyn [1287 
Atlantic Ave. near Nos-
trand Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (734) 646-
2289] on Aug. 22 from 3 
pm-midnight. There will 
be raffles for meals at lo-
cal restaurants, music, hula 
hoops and, of course, food. 
For info, visit www.bkfarm-
yards.com.

Sharecropping Farming movement BK Farmyards

1870s-1890s 2009-?

40 acres Plot size 1/70th of an acre

Gave poor, recently freed 
slaves a way to work on 
land that they could not 

otherwise afford.

Gives Yuppies a guilt-free 
way to make their back-
yards beautiful and skim 
off delicious produce at 
the same time.

Kept said freed slaves in 
poverty for generations.

There go those Sunday 
barbecues.

Boll weevil, white people Morning glory vines, Fresh 
Direct

Sharecropping: Then and now
Stacey Murphy’s BK Farmyards sounds like a good idea, but how does it com-
pare to history’s better-known example of sharecropping? Here’s our first-
ever chart comparing backyard farming and post-slavery agri-oppression.

Continued from page 1

BACKYARDS…

no way my bill could get so 
high — unless someone si-
phoned power from me. I’m 
certain of it.” 
 Safian said someone must 
have been stealing electric-
ity from his feed during the 
months that his bill was out-
rageously high, but he can’t 
prove it beyond a reasonable 
doubt — and Con Ed says 
Safian, not the energy giant, 
has the burden of proof.
 “Con Ed’s requirements 
are impossible,” he said.
 Safian said the monthly 
electric charges at his Cof-
fey Street warehouse has been 
around $30 for 11 years, but 

Continued from page 1

SHOCKED
in December, 2008, his bill 
jumped to nearly $250. It was 
high again in January, and in 
February it was a whopping 
$618. 
 Safian did what many self-
respecting business owners 
would do: he didn’t pay the 
bill and filed a complaint with 
the Public Service Commis-
sion, the state agency that 
oversees Con Ed and other 
utilities.  
 His power charges went 
back to normal by March, 
but the $1,200 outstanding 
bills, plus about $200 in pen-
alty charges, has yet to be re-
solved. Now, Con Ed keeps 
threatening to shut off the 

power, said Safian.
 Con Ed spokesman Allan 
Drury said that the energy 
giant inspected Safian’s me-
ter and found nothing wrong.  
 “If someone had been 
stealing his electricity at 
the time of the inspection 
we would have noticed,” 
said Drury, but then admit-
ted that the inspection was 
on March 18 — after Safi-
an’s bills returned to normal, 
an electrical Catch-22.
 For Safian, this Kafka-
esque nightmare through 
New York’s power bureau-
cracy shows that big business 
isn’t looking out for the lit-
tle guy.
 “It’s like they are sticking 
their hand in my pocket and 
just taking my money,” said 
Safian. 

In 
partnership 
with
TM

LIBERTY 
MEDAL 

AWARDS
Nominate your hometown hero today!

See today’s New York Post for more details  
or visit nypost.com/libertymedals

th8Annual
The
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CAREGIVERS 
WANTED! 

For job inquiries please call 
646-214-2085

Certified Home Health Aides Wanted
WORK IS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY!!!!!

FUTURE CARE HEALTH SERVICES
1794 Coney Island Avenue (between Avenue N & O), Brooklyn, NY 11230 

718-787-0170 

IMMEDIATE HIRE IN ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Bilingual, English, Russian, Spanish 
and Greek HHA’s wanted now.
TRAINING IS AVAILABLE 
Overtime pay $10.72/hr

Call Today to Get Started!!

OPEN HOUSE
EVERY THURSDAY 

AT 9:00AM 
AT OUR OFFICE 
REFRESHMENTS 

GIVEN 

ADVERTISING SALES

We are seeking motivated, highly 
effective advertising sales 

representatives for our group 
of 40+ weekly and 

monthly newspapers, 
annual magazines and 
specialty publications.

The position involves selling 
advertising, working closely with 

clients to achieve and exceed 
customers expectations, 

maintaining and developing a 
client base and seeking new 

business opportunities.

Excellent written & verbal communication skills

Car and valid driver’s license needed for some territories
Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, medical & expenses

DRIVERS NEEDED

Please call
718-763-8888

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

BBBBBBBBB   SSSSBBS

BROOKLYN 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
SERVICES:

SOFTWARE:

Save Your Home or Business
Low, Low Fees

The Law Offices of Glenn S. Kessler
BANKRUPTCY ONLY BANKRUPTCY

32 Court St., Suite 704, Bklyn, NY
853 7th Ave. Suite 8D, New York, NY

In L.I., (516) 216-7409

www.debtfreenyc.com

COMPUTER REPAIR

917-769-7440

Do You Need A
Home Health Aide?

Do You Have 
Medicaid or Medicare?

CALL 718-221-6973
MON-FRI, 9AM-5PM www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

ATTORNEYS

My car went 
to Heaven!

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Help Kids in Need

to the 

Magician & Comical Nerd

FAMILY
CLASSIFIED

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ New York’s best election coverage
UPDATING DAILY!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

New York’s best 
election coverage

Updating daily!

To Advertise
In Our

Classi�eds
Call 

718-260-2588

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ New York’s best election coverage
UPDATING DAILY!To Advertise Call

718-260-2588

NATIVE AMERICAN 
ARTS & CRAFTS

* Voted SNA’s Newspaper 
Of the Year 2008

* Voted SNA’s Best 
Community Website

(First Place) 2009
Visit Us On The Web At

www.brooklynpaper.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

New York’s best 
election coverage

Updating daily!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ New York’s best election coverage
UPDATING DAILY!

Visit us on the web at
www.brooklynpaper.com

election coverage

Updating daily!

New York’s best election coverage

election coverage

d d l

New York’s best election coverage

election coverageNew York’s best election coverage

election coverage

Updating daily!

New York’s best election coverage
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One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

CARPET CLEANING

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SUMMER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

SENIORS
25% Discount

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

Must be presented
at time of estimate

for a free estimate

CHRIS MULLINS

InsuredLicense #
904813

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

Carpentry Plus

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

A Step Above the Rest!

Baby, it's cold

please call us today for a

i

Ask For Carlos

GAFFNEY
PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY
718-855-0455  Fax 718-855-9131
1045 ATLANTIC AVE. BKLYN, NY 11238

Best Prices Around!  Free Estimates • Lic. #1275894

We Specialize in Waterproofing. All Types of Roofing
Cement Work • Brick • Pressure Cleaning

Fully Insured • Residential/Commercial
No Job Too Big...No Job Too Small

 
www.MHworldconstruction.com

We Stop 
Leaks!

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A39

BATHTUB REGLAZING

INC.
Have an electrical problem?
No job too big, no job too small!

Call me. Anthony Illiano
Licensed electrician

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

Difficult Termite Problems
– Our Specialty

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

 

Keep Your 
Garden 

Blooming

Your Complete Gardener

for your home & garden
design, installation 

& maintenance
for yards, terraces, roofs

 & containers

Visit our Shop
479 Atlantic Ave
(718) 554-0207

www.gardendig.com

...growing with ideas

indoor and outdoor

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone

www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

ESTATE
PURCHASES

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

Specializing in
plumbing repairs &
installations only.

Over 25 yrs. exp.
Retired Law Enforcement 

Officer.
Call Willie 

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

www.ejmovers.com
USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

Excellent References

HAIDER
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
For Low Prices & Quality Work

Call Anytime!
Sheetrock
Plastering
Taping
Tile Work
Paperhanging
Design
Carpentry

Free Estimates

718-437-2368
917-539-8168

MIKE’S 
ROOFING

Free Estimates

BENSON ROOFING
Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs

Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle Roofs  
New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights Roofing · 

Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506

QUALITY
REPLACEMENT

Fully licensed & Insured

Call 718-227-8787

SAVE
ENERGY

CUSTOM WINDOW
INSTALLATION

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING SUPPLIES

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588 To Advertise Call

718-260-2588

To Advertise

In Our

Classi�eds

Call 

718-260-2588

To Advertise

In Our

Classi�eds

Call 

718-260-2588

* Voted SNA’s Newspaper 
Of the Year 2008

* Voted SNA’s Best 
Community Website

(First Place) 2009

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
New York’s best election coverage
Updating 

daily!
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THREE GREAT LOCATIONS
GOLD’S GYM MILL BASIN

GOLD’S GYM BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

GOLD’S GYM HOWARD BEACH

$0 ENROLLMENT FEE

Lose inches 
on your waist, 

not your wallet!

Need more motivation?
Pay $79.99 and receive 3 personal training sessions*

OFFER ENDS SOON
 JOIN NOW!

NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS 

CADNET ADS
Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have
purchased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer 
“employment” but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give out your checking, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of
credit and note that if a credit repair company does business over the phone
it’s illegal to request any before delivering its service. All funds are based in 
US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

of the

STORMEYE The world’s best Cyclones coverage

By Zeke Faux

ith the major league club out of contention (and 
mostly in the hospital!), the Wilpon family ap-
pears to have turned its attention to Brooklyn, 

where the Li’l Amazin’s lead over the hated Staten 
Island Yankees dwindled to two-and-a-half games 
by the all-star break.
 Jeff Wilpon, scion of the Flushing dynasty, was spot-
ted in the Cyclones’ clubhouse on Sunday, and soon 
after, the Mets shocked the New York–Penn League 
by shipping a top prospect and a bunch of ringers to 
Brooklyn:
 • Third baseman Richard Lucas, who was batting 
.362 and leading the Appalachian League with a .479 
on-base percentage, was called up from Kingsport.
 • Second baseman Jordany Valdespin, and his .322 
average, came down from Savannah.
 • Relievers Jake Goldberg and Manuel Olivares, 
both 23, were sent down from Savannah, where Gold-
berg had a 2.89 ERA and gave up just 32 hits in 37-
1/3 innings, and Olivares had a 3.77 ERA with a re-
markably low two homers allowed in 62 innings.
 • Lance Hoge, who posted a 2.31 ERA in six re-
lief appearances for the Clones earlier this season, 
rejoined the club from Savannah.
 • And the Mets literally bought another ringer for 
the Cyclones’ stretch run: 25-year-old independent 
league slugger Scott Grimes, who hit a game-tying, 
pinch-hit homer in Saturday’s 2–1 loss to Oneonta.
 Still, Brooklyn’s post-season prospects don’t look 
so certain — after an unbelievable 16–2 run to start 
the season, the Cyclones’ record has been barely over 
.500, 20–19, while the Yanks went 25–13 in that stretch, 
trimming the lead by five-and-a-half games.
 “I keep hearing the guys talking about the Yan-
kees on the back of the bus,” said manager Pedro Lo-
pez. “But if I start worrying about what the Yankees 
are doing, I’m not paying enough attention to what 
our guys are doing. We’re in control of our own des-
tiny.”
 Perhaps, but the Cyclones know that with the major-
league club down and out, the organization is count-
ing on them to bring home a championship.
 “We want to win it for Brooklyn. We want to win 
it for the Mets — not everything’s been going well 
up there,” said reliever Bobby Gagg.
 With the Wilpons focused on the Cyclones, look 
for more ringers on the Boardwalk. Couldn’t injured 
stars David Wright, Carlos Beltran, Carlos Delgado 
and John Maine use a relaxing rehab by taking the 
waters at Coney Island?
 Zeke Faux is a sportswriter for The Brooklyn 

Paper. His last name is pronounced “Fox.”

The Faux Hole
 All-Star Dock Doyle will start at catcher for the 
rest of the season, skipper Pedro Lopez said on Sun-
day. The manager met with young backstop Juan Cen-
teno after the game to break the news. … Wes Wrenn 
started Sunday’s 2–1 win over Oneonta because Bran-
don Moore sprained his ankle on Aug. 11. Moore was 
slated to open the three-game series against State Col-
lege on Wednesday night, but Darin Gorski made 
the start. … Struggling shortstop Luis Nieves was 
demoted to Kingsport on Aug. 11.

By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Is pitching 13 innings 
enough to get you into the 
Hall of Fame?
 If you’re Tommy Lasorda 
it apparently is. Lasorda, the 
retired Los Angeles Dodger 
manager, was inducted into 
the Brooklyn Dodgers Hall 
of Fame at Keyspan Park on 
Sunday, despite pitching for 
Dem Bums for just minus-
cule parts of two seasons.
 Still, Lasorda — who man-
aged the traitorous West Coast 
incarnation of the Dodgers 
to two World Series cham-
pionships — was thrilled.
 “I’m honored to be here 
today. It’s quite a fraternity,” 
Lasorda told the crowd.
 Of course he was honored! 
The lefty, who didn’t win a 
game for Brooklyn and posted 
a 7.62 ERA, is now part of a 
club that includes true legends 
Carl Furillo, Don Newcombe 
and Jackie Robinson.
 Lasorda did make some 
contributions to Dem Bums’ 
history — getting demoted 
and serving up batting prac-
tice homers.
 In 1955, Brooklyn’s only 

But LA Dodger skip is in our Hall of Fame

Los Angeles Dodger great — and Brooklyn Dodg-
er scrub — Tommy Lasorda meets with (from left) 
pitchers Bobby Gagg, Mike Powers and Mike Lynn.
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championship season, La-
sorda was sent down to make 
room for a more effective lefty 
— Hall of Famer Sandy Ko-
ufax. And before Game 7 of 
that season’s World Series, 
Lasorda said he threw bat-
ting practice and helped the 
Dodgers figure out Yankee 
lefty Tommy Byrne’s curve-
ball.
 “I have to take credit for 
that win,” he said.
 But there aren’t a lot of bat-
ting practice pitchers in the 

Hall, and the winning runs 
in that game were driven in 
by bona fide Brooklyn Hall 
of Famer Gil Hodges, whose 
widow was on hand to honor 
Lasorda on Sunday.
 Still, the famously feisty 
Lasorda, 81, bristled at this 
reporter’s suggestion that he 
must have pulled some strings 
to get his bust in the sacred 
exhibit.
 “I don’t even know what 
the hell string I’d pull,” he 
said. “Do you think I belong 

here?”
 One fan wasn’t totally 
sold.
 “He’s a heckuva person,” 
said Matt Hughes, 70, who 
claimed to have witnessed one 
of Lasorda’s six appearances 
at Ebbets Field. “Not a terri-
ble baseball player.”
 Lasorda might not have had 
the best curveball, but he did 
show some genuine Brooklyn 
street cred, recalling riding 
the trolley as a player to Bam-
onte’s restaurant in Williams-
burg, which still has the “best 
food you can get anywhere in 
the United States.” (Lasorda, 
also known as “Tommy La-
sagna,” recommends the crab 
linguini.)
 And he regaled reporters 
with a story of how he, Johnny 
Podres and Don Zimmer put 
one over on some Coney car-
nies.
 “We started throwing and 
we won every stuffed poo-
dle this guy had,” Lasorda 
said. “Next time I came down 
there, he said, ‘You guys are 
with the Dodgers. Don’t ever 
try to win anything again. It 
knocked us right out of busi-
ness!’”

By Andrew Hoffman
for The Brooklyn Paper

 There’s a good reason why Brook-
lyn Cyclones starter Mark Cohoon is 
so reliable: he can see the future.
 “I play out the entire game through 
my head as if it has happened already, 
so when I get out there, I already know 
what I’m going to do and how I’m go-
ing to execute my pitches,” said the 
Clones lefty, who was one of six Cy-
clones named to the New York–Penn 
League All-Star team last week. “It’s 
almost like déjà vu.”
 More accurately, it’s a pre-ja vu — 
but it must be working because Cohoon 
leads the league in wins with seven and 
has an impressive 2.59 earned run av-
erage.
 Cohoon picked up this pre-jà vu from 

his high school days as a football line-
backer.
 “I did see [the entire game] with foot-
ball at first, but as I started playing base-
ball as much or even more then football, 
I just did the same thing as a pitcher in 
baseball,” Cohoon explained.
 His Cyclone teammates don’t care 
what Cohoon calls it — they just know 
that whenever the pride of Mansfield, 
Texas, is on the mound, they have a 
great chance for a W.
 “Mark comes in and pitches with his 
A game everyday,” said reliever Mike 
Powers. “And that’s what we need right 
now.”
 The Cyclones are clinging to a three-
and-a-half-game lead over the Staten 
Island Yankees with 18 left to play.

Mark Cohoon made the all-star 
team, thanks to his 7–2 record as 
a starter.
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