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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A handful of hateful Mid-
westerners brought their anti-
Semitic and anti-gay message to 
two Brownstone Brooklyn syn-
agogues on Saturday — where 
they were met with anger, con-
demnation, and some old-fash-
ioned chutzpah.
 Though the events remained 
peaceful, members of the West-
boro Baptist Church — a Kan-
sas-based religious sect that reg-
ularly protests against Jews, gays, 
President Obama, fallen soldiers 
and just about everything else 
that Brooklynites know and love 
— tried as hard as they could to 

approach, controversial signage, 
and cruel language, the Kansans 
said they weren’t hateful.  
 “We are not in a rage — we’re 
just full of zeal,” said Timothy 
Phelps, 44, of Topeka, whose 
group has made headlines for 
protesting the funerals of mili-
tary personnel, claiming that the 
soldiers’ deaths were dishonor-
able because they fought to de-
fend a country that allows ho-
mosexuals to openly enjoy their 
sexuality.
 The Christian extremists told 
The Brooklyn Paper that they tar-
geted these specific temples “be-
cause they are the largest Jew-

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 It’s like an old “good news/bad 
news” joke: The bad news is that 
unemployment is surging and wages 
are falling in Brooklyn.
 OK, so what’s the good news?
 Who said there was any good 
news?
 So how bad is it? Consider these 
stats from the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce’s just-released Labor 
Market Report:
 • The borough lost 8,500 jobs last 
year, down from 444,050 to 435,550 
— a two-percent decline.
 • The number of unemployed 
Brooklynites rose from 66,000 to 
109,000 — which translates to a bor-
oughwide unemployment rate that 
jumped from 5.9 percent to 9.7 per-
cent.
 • Of the 115,000 jobs shed by em-
ployers in Manhattan, 25,000 once 
belonged to Brooklynites.

Report: Jobs, 
wages down

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn got mixed results 
from Tuesday’s Democratic 
runoff for public advocate and 
comptroller with voters sending 
Park Slope Councilman Bill De-
Blasio to victory while handing 
Brooklyn Heights Councilman 
David Yassky a devastating loss 
that could put him out of elec-
tive politics forever.
 In the public advocate race, 
DeBlasio beat former advocate 
Mark Green by a 62.5–37.5 mar-
gin to win the Democratic nom-
ination.
 In a victory speech, he said he 
would dedicate his office, whose 
budget was cut virtually in half 
to just $1.7 million, to ensuring 
“a vibrant democracy.”
 Meanwhile, Yassky fell to his 
Council colleague John Liu by a 

55.7–44. 3 margin for the comp-
troller nomination.
 The Democratic nod is tan-
tamount to victory, as both De-
Blasio and Liu face lightly re-
garded and underfunded GOP 
competition in a mostly Dem-
ocratic city. Alex Zablocki and 
Joe Mendola are the Republican 
nominees for public advocate and 
comptroller, respectively.
 The loss in the comptroller 
race will likely send Yassky out 
of politics when he completes his 
second term at the end of De-
cember. Yassky was once a ris-
ing star in city politics, until he 
lost a congressional race in a ma-
jority black district in 2006.
 That effort, plus his flip-flop 
on term limits last year, is be-
lieved to have cost Yassky with 
progressive voters, who chose 

Once again, 
The Paper
is ‘Excellent’
By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Brooklyn Paper has done it again — winning a tri-
fecta of top awards at last weekend’s Independent Free Pa-
pers of America annual conference just outside of Chicago.
 The Paper took home the coveted Vic Jose Award for Gen-
eral Excellence, the IFPA’s top honor, and Editor Gersh Kuntz-
man won the award for best column writing while Senior Ed-
itor Vince DiMiceli (left) won for best front-page design.
 The top award is named for community newspaper legend 

Vic Jose (pronounced JOE-zie), who founded the 
IFPA three decades ago.
 “You are reading the best newspaper in 
the nation, thanks to the work of our great 
team,” said Kuntzman. “I’m humbled by my 
own humility right now.”
 DiMiceli, who helped win The Paper’s last 
Vic Jose Award in 1997, said, “No matter how 

many times you win the ‘Josie,’ it’s al-
ways a thrill.”
 Brooklyn Paper Publisher Celia 
Weintrob thanked all the people at the 
News Corporation–owned Commu-
nity Newspaper Group.
 “We have been lucky to have 
the support of such great people as 
Les Goodstein, James Spielman, 
Ralph D’Onofrio and all our staff 
at CNG,” Weintrob said.
 “This award reflects the great work 
of our entire team all year long.”

See the video at BrooklynPaper.com.

B-day bash battles bridge’s belittlers
The Brooklyn Paper

 Fans of the Manhattan Bridge 
— and they are legion, make 
no mistake — will finally get a 
chance to celebrate this weekend 
as the Brooklyn Bridge’s much-
maligned younger brother marks 
its 100th birthday.
 There’ll be tours, a parade, 
lectures and fireworks on Sun-
day — a party fit for a bridge that 
has never gotten its due, despite 

being superior to the Brooklyn 
Bridge in almost every way:
 • The Manny B carries more 
people every day than any bridge 
in the city thanks to its subway 
lines. About 400,000 people 
cross the span daily.
 • It was the first true suspen-
sion bridge because it didn’t rely 
on cross-bracing like the Brook-
lyn Bridge or trusses like the 
Williamsburg Bridge. The re-

sult is a graceful, clean look be-
loved by real New Yorkers.
 • And best of all, it taught gen-
erations of engineers what not 
to do when building a bridge.
 “Putting the rail lines on the 
outside rather than the middle put 
enormous stress on the bridge,” 
said Sam Schwartz, the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s chief en-
gineer in the late 1980s. “People 
don’t know this, but that bridge 

almost collapsed in 1986.”
 Schwartz, a.k.a. Gridlock Sam, 
will be participating in many of 
the activities, which begin on Sun-
day (see page 8 for listings).
 “I like to stand in the middle, 
fix my eyes on a spot about 1,000 
feet away, wait for the trains to 
pass, and watch the horizon go 
up and down,” he said. “If there 
are four trains simultaneously, 
the bridge will rise eight feet.”

FOUR MORE YEARS
We endorse Mike Bloomberg

New York’s best 
election coverage

RACE FOR MAYOR

 The Community News-
paper Group, to which this 
paper and its Web site be-
long, has endorsed Mayor 
Bloomberg for a third term 
over challenger, Comptrol-
ler Bill Thompson.
 The strongly worded 
endorsement, which ap-
peared in all 30 CNG pa-
pers in the Bronx, Brook-
lyn and Queens, and the 
Web site, BoroPolitics.com, 
cited Bloomberg’s record of 
achievement and vision for 
the future. Read all about 
it on page 12.

FRESHMAN YEAR: Back in the day, Bill DeBlasio (right) 
and David Yassky were rising stars. After Tuesday’s run-
off, only DeBlasio is left standing.
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NAH-NAH: Congregation Beth Elohim rabbi 
Andy Bachman led the counterprotest to the 
Westboro Baptist bigots on Saturday.
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HER GOD HATES: Bigots from the Kansas-based Westboro Baptist 
Church protested at two Brownstone Brooklyn shuls on Saturday — but 
were met by counterprotesters who greatly outnumbered them.
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Outnumbered by locals, 
loonies hightail it home 

In Ridge, message is clear: Kill Jews
The Brooklyn Paper

 An anti-Semitic pamphleteer who 
terrorized Cobble Hill and Boerum 
Hill last week brought his hateful 
message to Bay Ridge overnight on 
Sept. 29 — in the midst of the Jew-
ish holidays and just days after big-
oted Christians  protested Judaism 
at two Brooklyn synagogues .
 

The objectionable offender scrawled 
the words “KILL JEWS” in thick black 
marker on dozens of fliers and dropped 
the slips of paper on Third Avenue 
between 75th and 95th streets just 
two days after Yom Kippur.

 “It’s disturbing and it’s sick. 
This needs to be looked into 

and dealt with,” said Herb 
Karasik, co-president of the 
Bay Ridge Jewish Center 

— a Fourth Avenue synagogue 
that in January  was the victim of a 

pro-Palestinian computer hacker  who 
changed the temple’s homepage to 
read “Death to Israel.”
 Karasik told The Brooklyn Paper 

that congregants of his temple, which 
is between 80th and 81st streets, have 
found similar “KILL JEWS” fliers 
around Bay Ridge at least three times 
over the past few months, and that the 
Rabbi has been the target of an anti-
Semitic phonecall. 
 Last week, cops tried to deter-
mine whether or not the hate writer 
was linked with  the Westboro Baptist 
Church  — an extremist organization 
that protests against Jews, gays, abor-
tion rights and even dead American 
soldiers, but a police spokeswoman 
said the agency has not yet classified 
the offensive litter as a hate crime.

— Ben MuessigAt the Kane Street Synagogue in Cobble Hill, members of the congrega-
tion stared down the Westboro crew in their little pen.
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See BAD NEWS  on page 13

See RUNOFF  on page 13

See BIGOTS  on page 13

provoke passersby in front Con-
gregation Beth Elohim on Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope and the 
Kane Street Synagogue in Cob-
ble Hill in the midst of the Jew-
ish high holy days.
 “No mercy for the merciless 
— and get rid of those beanies!” 
shouted Shirley Phelps-Roper, 
one of the five Christian extrem-
ists who rallied across the street 
from Beth Elohim.
 “Stop raping the little boys 
and obey God!” she screamed 
at the crowd of more than 100 
congregants, neighbors and pro-
testers, as well as about a dozen 
police officers and members of 
the press at the corner Garfield 
Place.
 After arriving in Brooklyn 
last week  and protesting in front 
of Brooklyn Technical HS on 
Thursday , the group intended 
to rally  in front of three syna-
gogues  on Saturday, but the big-
ots never made it to Union Tem-
ple in Prospect Heights.
 Instead, the Westboro demon-
strators focused their efforts on 
the Park Slope and Cobble Hill 
synagogues, where they added 
anti-Semitic lyrics to the Israeli 
national anthem and Jewish songs 
like “Hava Nagila” while wav-
ing signs stating “Jews stole 
the land,” “Israel is doomed,” 
“You will eat your babies,” and 
“Bitch burger” (which, inexpli-
cably, depicted a fetus served on 
a bun).
 Despite their confrontational 

Meanwhile, at Borough Hall...
Borough President Markowitz abandoned his party on Thurs-
day to join the Community Newspaper Group in endorsing 
Republican Mike Bloomberg for mayor.
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GRAND OPENING
Celebration in Bay Ridge!

Join us for our

 426 86th Street between 4th & 5th Aves.

2
Open a Free Checking Account with $50 or more  

& receive a 10-Trip MetroCard  

Add Direct Deposit & get an Additional $50

3
Open a Free Checking Account with $50 or more 

& receive a 10-Trip MetroCard 

  1. Add Direct Deposit, and 

  2.  Enroll in Online Banking and Bill Pay, and

  3.  Sign up for a Debit Card & get an Additional $100
 (provided you make 3 Online Bill Payments and 3 Debit Card 

  purchases within the first 3 months of opening the account)

1
Open a Free Checking Account with  

$50 or more & receive a 10-Trip MetroCard  

Get Checking Rewards — 

and a METROCARD!
There Are Three Ways to Earn:

* The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) quoted is accurate as of 09/14/09 and is subject to change. A minimum 
deposit of $500 is required to open the 18 Month and 30 Month CDs and earn the stated APY. Penalties may 
be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. All accounts are subject to our normal approval 
process and must be funded with new monies. Offer good only for CDs opened at the Bay Ridge branch by 
personal customers and may be withdrawn at any time. The value of all CD gifts (including applicable sales 
tax and delivery costs) will be considered as interest income on your account for income tax purposes in the 
first year the account is opened and will be included on your 1099-INT statement. All gifts are available while 
supplies last. We reserve the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value and assume no liability for 
any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to or arising from gift items. The warranty is the 
sole responsibility of the manufacturer. This offer is not available in combination with any other offer and 
expires on December 31, 2009.

SPECIAL RATES AND REWARDS 
ON 18 AND 30 MONTH CDS

Plus many 
more gifts!

®

Banking Hours: 
Monday to Wednesday: 9am to 4pm

Thursday & Friday: 9am to 7pm 
Saturday: 9am to 2pm

718-306-1667    www.amalgamatedbank.com

GIFTS
18 Month CD
2.25%

30 Month CD
2.40%

DEPOSIT LEVELS

$15,000

$25,000

$35,000

$55,000

$12,000

$22,500

$27,500

$45,000

iPod Shuffle

Canon Power Shot Digital Camera

SONY Portable DVD

Sharp Blu-ray Player

Don’t let your energy costs
stack up this winter.
Protect your heating oil price without 
paying enrollment or sign-up fees.

Call today! 877.392.2778
petro.com

Call to schedule your
free consultation:

COLLEGE of DENTISTRY
345 East 24th Street

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

  Have you thought about improving your smile? 
   What are you waiting for?
   

   

  
  
   Talk to the experts. 

 
  (212) 998-9700

By Sabrina Jaszi
for The Brooklyn Paper

  DUMBO titans David 
and Jed Walentas, who pride 
themselves on having devel-
oped the neighborhood as a 
hub of creative culture, will 
alter a piece of that culture 
by converting a loft building 
filled with artists and non-
profits into luxury rental 
apartments.
 Tenants at 25 Washing-
ton St. have been told that 
they must vacate within the 
next few months so that the 
Walentases’ Two Trees Man-
agement can move forward 
with what it says is a long-
standing plan.
 “The expiration dates for 
the leases at 25 Washington 

Jed Walentas moves to convert artists’ lofts to luxury units

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Fast food restaurant bathrooms might 
be the grimiest places in the world — but 
in Downtown Brooklyn, they’re also the 
crimiest.
 Thugs attempted to mug at least two 
diners on their way to and from the bath-
rooms of burger joints on the Fulton Mall 
this week, leaving one victim unconscious 
on the floor and the other bleeding from 
the face.
 The first hamburglar struck on Sept. 23, 
when he clubbed a Burger King patron in 
the back of the head with a blunt object as 
the victim attempted to enter the restroom 
at around 2:20 pm.
 The blow knocked the 26-year-old vic-
tim out cold, and the mugger was able to 

escape from the eatery, which is near the 
corner of Pearl Street, with a wallet con-
taining an ID, cellphone, ATM card and 
Metrocard.
 Just three days later, a pair of perps pum-
meled a 46-year-old as he exited the bath-
room at a nearby Wendy’s.  
 The muggers tried to grab the victim’s 
wallet at around 3:50 pm as he left the 
loo.
 The victim was able to fight off his as-
sailants, but the scuffle left him with a con-
tusion to his right eye and abrasions to his 
face, police reports indicated. The robbers 
fled from the eatery, which is also near the 
corner of Pearl Street.
 These attacks come just one week after 
three thieves pulled a knife on a 17-year-
old as he ate at the McDonalds at the cor-
ner of Tillary and Gold Streets.

FULTON MAULED!
Fast food, harsh crimes at burger joints

St. are not new,” said com-
pany spokeswoman Barbara 
Wagner. “They were plainly 
presented in the lease doc-
uments signed many years 
ago.”
 But many tenants and 
neighbors think that the 
Walentases — who started 
buying property decades ago, 
in what was then a forsaken 
warehouse district, and tran-
formed it into one of the city’s 
artiest neighborhoods — are 
finally cashing in on their 
carefully engineered cre-
ation.
 “Our friend Walentas has 
never cared about building 
a community. He just wants 
more money, the maximum 
amount of money,” said Do-
reen Gallo, executive direc-
tor of the DUMBO Neigh-
borhood Association, which 
last butted heads with the 
Walentases over the devel-
opment company’s Dock 
Street project, which includes 
a school and the neighbor-
hood’s first affordable hous-
ing, but was criticized for be-
ing too close to the Brooklyn 
Bridge (see page 3).
 Such development, and 
the conversion on Washing-
ton Street, has some think-
ing that the Walentases have 
changed.
 “This neighborhood was 
once an oasis for artists and 
non-profits,” said Adam Rich, 
the executive director of Kids 
Creative, a non-profit organi-
zation. “The businesses get-
ting kicked out of this build-
ing aren’t going to stay in 
DUMBO.”
      Two Trees intends to have 
approximately 100 rental 
apartments at the location. 
The conversion from com-
mercial to residential will be-
gin in spring of 2010.
 This move by the devel-
oper is not unexpected, and 
Jed Walentas offered little 
sympathy to the displaced.
 “People’s leases end all 
of the time,” he said. “Peo-
ple come, people go.” 
 At 25 Washington, they’re 
going. And Gallo thinks it’ll 
hurt the neighborhood that 
the Walentases basically 
built.
 “We’re disappointed,” 
said Gallo. “Walentas ma-
nipulates the market in what-
ever way is advantageous to 
him. He lures businesses in 
with incentives and then dis-
poses of them when they’re 
no longer needed.”

Tenants in this commercial building on Washington Street in DUMBO say that 
owner David Walentas, a longtime supporter of artists, is kicking them out to 
build luxury apartments now that the neighborhood is so hot.
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Two people were beaten as they tried to use bathrooms in two Fulton Mall 
fast food restaurants, including a Burger King (left) and a Wendy’s.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

WILLIAMSBURG

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The public middle 
school offered to the city 
by a DUMBO developer as 
a sweetener to get approval for 
his controversial apartment 
building next to the Brook-
lyn Bridge may have failed to 
meet city standards when it 
was approved earlier this year, 
according to documents that 

came to light this week.
 The school in David and Jed 
Walentas’s Dock Street proj-
ect would be “compromised” 
from city standards, Bruce 
Barrett, in-house architect for 
the School Construction Au-
thority wrote to his superiors 
in 2007 — though his assess-
ment was kept from the pub-
lic until this week, nearly four 
months after the City Council 

brushed past earlier concerns 
and approved the project.
 But a spokeswoman for 
the Walentases’ development 
company, Two Trees Man-
agement, said that most of 
the issues raised by Barrett 
have already been addressed 
during the design phase of 
the project.
 “In the intervening [two 
years], Two Trees has un-

dertaken negotiations with 
the School Construction Au-
thority and a thorough envi-
ronmental study, as well as 
completed a public [review] 
process that has resulted in 
an even better school for the 
children of Brooklyn,” said 
spokeswoman Barbara Wag-
ner.
 School officials echoed 
Wagner, but did not specif-
ically refute all of the charges 
in Barrett’s bombshell e-mail 
from August, 2007.
 In it, the architect cited 
noise and shadows from the 
adjacent Brooklyn Bridge, but 
concerned itself mainly with 
the size of the 46,000-square-
foot proposed educational 
center.
 The plans, he said, “would 
yield a very small school 
(compromised from our stan-
dards).”
 And he said that the pro-
posed school’s gymnasium 
would not be “a gym, per 
se,” because its 15-foot ceil-
ing height would be at least 
eight feet lower than the city’s 
standard.
 He added that there would 
be “premium costs due to the 
mixed use with the high-rise 
residential building,” though 
he also concluded that the 
School Construction Author-
ity would still save $5 million 
over building its own school. 
The city would also save sev-
eral times that amount in land 
acquisition costs.
 A spokesman for the 
School Construction Au-
thority said that Barrett’s 

DUMBO

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 11/2/2009

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 11/2/2009

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 11/2/2009

$877
$13
Value
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Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS

85 Court Street  in Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!

OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home Delivery within Bklyn

®

10% OFF
All Store Merchandise With This Ad

Bed/ Bath/ Laundry
Cooking & Cleaning
Carpets, Rugs & Doormats
Shelves/ Storage/ Closet
Wall Clocks & Mirrors
Pens & Markers
Dry-Erase Boards
Calculators

Stationary/ School Supplies
Hooks & Hangers
Coffee Makers
Lamps & Bulbs
Extension Cords
Toaster Ovens
Flashlights
Tool Kits

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

 Diverse congregation
  Bible centered (KJV)
   Lively singing
      Family oriented 

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

RAINY DAYS?

ROCCO & JEZEBEL 
(718) 855-8686

www.RoccoAndJezebel.com

SUBWAY 
MAP PRINT 
RAINCOAT

 
$36

Contemplating a couch?  We’ve got one
with your name on it.

Mitchell Gold
+Bob Williams

Our Special Order Event Is On. Save 20%.
Alexa. Gloria. Gabriel. Luc. People love our named sofas,

sleepers, sectionals, chairs and ottomans. And now through

10/12, you can save 20% on a piece with your name on it.

Choose from hundreds of fabrics and frames, in styles

designed to suit any taste from classic to contemporary.

And while you’re here, check out our clearance sale on 

in-stock furniture, available for immediate delivery.

130 Clinton Street * Brooklyn NY 11201
718.246.2510

H A Y S T A C K

Hours: Monday-Saturday 11-7, Sunday 12-5. Call for directions. 

Cinderella’s

Dermatology
PARK SLOPE   CHELSEA
Javier Zelaya, MD Verna Broughton, PA

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Say goodbye to unwanted lines!

FREE BOTOX
with purchase of  

Radiesse facial filler
($400 savings)

available to new patients only
offer expires 10.30.2009

call for details

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 North Brooklyn ten-
nis players are serving up a 
plan that could turn McCarren 
Park’s crumbling courts into 
a racquet sports Mecca.
 The newly formed McCar-
ren Tennis group is raising 
cash to renovate the courts 
and eventually build a Pros-
pect Park-style tennis center 
near the border of Williams-
burg and Greenpoint.
 “There are huge cracks in 
the courts, there are holes in 
the nets, and the windscreens 
are falling down,” said ten-
nis player Sean Hoess. “The 
courts have just decayed to 
the point where if we let it 
go any further, it’s going to 
be dangerous.”
 The group — which just 
kicked off its fundraising 
drive — plans to rehab one 
of the shabby courts along-
side Bedford Avenue over the 
winter. Once that refurbished 
court is open to the public, it 
will serve as a “showcase” that 
will help the group acquire the 
rest of the estimated $70,000 
needed to fix up the other six 
courts, said Hoess.
 To raise money for that 
renovation, McCarren Tennis 
will host the first Williams-
burg Open (sure to one day 
be known as Wimblesburg), 
with a concert and on-court 
cash bar on Oct. 10 and a full 
day of games on Oct. 11. 
 But that’s just the first set 
in their match.
 In a story first reported on 
Brownstoner, McCarren Ten-
nis’ long-term plans call for 
annexing an adjacent asphalt 
lot that is currently used by a 
softball league and building 
10 more courts, lighting fix-

Group wants center near McCarren 

tures, a clubhouse, a pro shop, 
and a gazebo — resulting in a 
“self-sustaining” tennis cen-
ter boasting league play, les-
sons and tournaments.
 Hoess told The Brook-
lyn Paper that those plans 
— which so far lack funding 
as well as necessary approv-
als from the city — are pre-
liminary, and that his group 
wouldn’t push for replacing 
the softball field until the city 
constructs additional ball-
fields in the long-promised 
Bushwick Inlet Park. 
 Nonetheless, Greenpoint 
Softball League President 
Jimbo Sherman is skepti-
cal of the tennis proposal.
 “If they want to refurbish 
their court, all the power to 
them, but I just don’t want 
them to get to the point where 
they are going to rip out our 
field,” said Sherman, who ex-
plained that the aging asphalt 
is perfect for Sunday soft-
ball games because it dries 
quickly after rainfall.
 The plan to raise money to 

rehabilitate the existing seven 
tennis courts has won the sup-
port of the Open Space Alli-
ance, a group that oversees 
Williamsburg and Green-
point parkland.
 “They certainly need im-
provements,” said Stephanie 
Thayer, widely known as the 
Tupper Thomas of North 
Brooklyn.
 Legendary Greenpoint ten-
nis player Miroslow Puck — 
known around the courts as 
“Coach” — told a Brooklyn 
Paper reporter he supports 
repaving the current courts, 
but considers the full-fledged 
tennis complex “a dream — 
but only a dream.”
 Concerts at the Williams-
burg Open at McCarren 
Park Tennis Courts (Bed-
ford Avenue between N. 
12th and Lorimer streets in 
Greenpoint), Oct. 10, 7 pm; 
tennis tournament, Oct. 
11. Registration: $40.  Visit 
www.mccarrentennis.org 
for more info.

— with Sabrina Jaszi 

Tennis players Aron Malkine and Jessica Glorieux 
put up a sign for the Williamsburg Open at Mc-
Carren Park, a tourney that they hope will raise 
money for better tennis courts.
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red-flag e-mail was writ-
ten during the early stages 
of the negotiation between 
Two Trees and the city and, 
as such, was meant to raise 
concerns that would later be 
addressed during the design 
phase, which is ongoing.
 “Many of the issues, such 
as ceiling height, have been 
addressed,” said the spokes-
man, Will Havemann. “Be-
fore construction begins on 
this school, it will certainly 
meet our standards.”
 But Councilman Da-
vid Yassky (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), who opposes the 
Dock Street project, said he 
wants proof. 
 “They’ll need to show us 
that this school can have a 
real gym,” he said. “So far, 
I have not seen anything that 
tells me they can make it a re-
ally good middle school.”

 He said the latest release 
of internal e-mails — and the 
curious timing of their release 
long after the project has been 
approved — bolsters his long-
standing claim that the con-
struction agency favored the 
Walentas project despite ar-
guments that it was not the 
best deal for the city.
 “As I have said all along the 
Dock Street School was and 
is a bad deal,” Yassky said. 
“It is tantamount to a literal 
and figurative robbery.”
 Earlier this year, Freedom 
of Information requests by 
Yassky and this newspaper 
revealed that the School Con-
struction Authority was not 
seriously considering alter-
native sites or developers for 
such a school.
 The latest set of documents 
was provided to Yassky’s of-
fice a little over a month ago 
— and Dock Street opponents 
cited the delayed release as 
evidence that the Barrett e-
mail was too hot to release 
when the project was about 
to be approved by the Coun-
cil.
 “It was sent well af-
ter the first round of doc-
uments from February and 
after the Council vote,” said 
Andrew Stengel, a DUMBO 
resident and project oppo-
nent. “We can only specu-
late about why they held back 
the documents.”
 It is unclear what the ram-
ifications of the latest con-
troversy will be. The proj-
ect has been approved by the 
City Council. 

Is the school here sub-
standard?
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76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook
 Police locked up a per-
verted perp suspected of peer-
ing through a Congress Street 
window on Sept. 22 to take 
photographs of a woman in 
her underwear.
 The victim, who lives 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets, called cops when 
she saw someone attempt-
ing to open her window at 
around 10:20 pm.
 When police arrived, they 
spotted a man sitting by the 
victim’s window, holding a 
camera. The man told cops he 
was photographing her house 
because he is an architect, 
but when officers scanned 
through his images they dis-
covered covert snapshots of 
the victim in her underwear 
taken through an opening in 
the window shades.
 Officer Alex Bakalis ar-
rested the 32-year-old sus-
pect, who was charged with 
unlawful surveillance, crimi-
nal trespassing, and stalking.

Hamilton hoods
 Hoodlums on Hamilton 
Avenue held up at least two 
Brooklynites this week in a 
pair of armed muggings. Here 
are the shocking details:
 • Two perps threatened to 
club a 32-year-old with a metal 
pipe if he didn’t hand over his 
valuables on Sept. 21.
 One of the thugs jumped 
on the victim’s back near the 
corner of Summit Street as he 
walked over the footbridge 
at around 7:45 am, knocking 
him to the sidewalk. Then 
he ordered his accomplice 
to pull out the weapon.

 “Show him the pipe!” the 
crook shouted, and his partner 
revealed a metal bar that had 
been hidden up his sleeve.
 The victim — who suf-
fered minor injuries to his 
back and knees — forked over 
his IDs, credit cards, keys, 
cellphone, and $45 and the 
crooks fled.
 • Six days later, cops 
nabbed three thugs suspected 
of a sticking up two teenag-
ers at the corner of Nelson 
Street.
 The trio confronted its 
victims at around 7 pm on 
Sept. 27, and one of the 
crooks pulled out a black 
handgun.
 The victims handed over 
$16, a pair of Nike Air Jor-
dan sneakers, and a T-Mobile 
cellphone — but not before 
an assailant punched one of 
the victims in the face.
 But the muggers didn’t 
get far. Officer Jiajia Huang 
nabbed three suspects — aged 
28, 19, and 17. 

Got Gershed
 A Columbia Street cyclist 
got Gershed when a crook 
heisted his mountain bike on 
Sept. 18.
 In a crime all too familiar 
to The Brooklyn Paper’s edi-
tor, who is a frequent victim of 
bicycle theft, a crook escaped 
with a Lightspeed Obed bike 
— valued at $2,500. The thief 
stole the bicycle from the hall-
way of a building between 

Kane and Degraw streets at 
some time between 11 am 
and 9:30 pm. 

Strong crime
 A crook cut a hole in a 
screen window and snatched 
$115 from a Strong Place res-
idence overnight on Sept. 21.
 The thief opened the vic-
tim’s living room window and 
slashed through the screen 
between 10:30 pm and 8:30 
the following morning, when 
the victim realized the cash 
was missing from her home, 
which is between Degraw and 
Kane streets.

Watch snatched
 A thief heisted a costly 
Cartier watch from a Tomp-
kins Place residence.
 The perp got into the apart-
ment, which is between De-
graw and Kane streets, 
through a window between 
12:30 am on Sept. 20 and 7:30 
am on Sept. 21 and snatched 
the $5,000 watch — as well 
$85. — Ben Muessig

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Borough haul!
 Subterranean thieves took 
over the Jay Street/Borough 
Hall subway station last week, 
sticking up at least three dif-
ferent straphangers. Here are 
the horrifying details:
 • A thief snatched a Black-
berry from a man as he at-

tempted to board a C train 
at around 1:35 pm on Sept. 
20. The 23-year-old victim 
attempted to apprehend the 
crook, but the thief escaped.
 • Four female perps pushed 
a 15-year-old girl to the ground 
and stole her Nike sneakers 
at around 3 pm on Sept. 22. 
The robbers also punched and 
kicked the victim. 
 • A thief grabbed $35 from 
a 56-year-old’s hand after the 
victim purchased a Metro-
card at around 2:15 pm on 
Sept. 23.

Hack attacked
 Cops locked up two perps 
for attempting to rob a cabby 
at gunpoint on Sept. 25.
 The crooks — as well as a 
third accomplice who eluded 
police — were in a cab on their 
way to the corner of Fulton and 
Jay streets at around 10:10 pm 
when the taxi stopped at a red 
light at the corner of State and 
Bond streets.
 That’s when one of the pas-
sengers pulled out what ap-
peared to be a handgun and 
put it to the back of the driver’s 
head and demanded cash.
 The driver opened his door 
and fled from the car, and the 
robbers jumped into a black 
livery van that had been tail-
ing the cabby.
 But cops were able to nab 
a 20-year-old and a 19-year-
old suspected of the failed 
stick up. 

Chocola-tear
 A sweet-toothed swindler 
stole a pocketbook from an 
employee at Jacques Torres, 
the Willy Wonka of Water 
Street, on Sept. 26.
 The crook snatched the 
bag from an unlocked locker 
between 10:30 am and 8:30 
pm and fled from the store, 
which is between Main and 
Old Dock streets, with the 
victim’s iPod, keys, credit 
cards, and ID. 

Starbucked
 Cops locked up a 21-year-
old suspected of snatching an 
iPhone from a patron inside 
a Court Street Starbucks on 
Sept. 26.
 The perp grabbed the 
fancy phone from a 19-year-
old woman’s hand at around 
3:15 pm and fled from the 
shop, which is near the cor-
ner of Joralemon Street.
 But he didn’t get far.

Art heist
 Thieves stole two projec-
tors from a Front Street art 
organization overnight on 
Sept. 26.
 The crooks got into the 
DUMBO Arts Center, which 
is located between Wash-
ington and Main streets, 
and snatched the electron-
ics between 6 pm and 1 pm 
the next day.

Purse-loined
 A crook yanked a handbag 
from a 26-year-old woman’s 
shoulder near the corner of 
Wyckoff and Smith streets 
on Sept. 22. 
 The perp approached the 
victim from behind at around 
11:30 pm and tugged on her 
bag, causing the strap to break 
and almost knocking the vic-
tim to the ground.
 The thief got away with 
the victim’s credit cards, ID, 
keys, and $20. 

MetroTook!
 A thief heisted a 21-year-
old’s Blackberry as she 
walked through the Metro-
Tech complex on Sept. 26.
 The perp grabbed the 
phone at around 6:40 am near 
the corner of Myrtle Avenue 
and Bridge Street and fled.

Fashion crime
 A shoplifter heisted costly 
clothing from a Front Street 
boutique on Sept. 25.
 The crook snatched a 
brown leather jacket, a 
striped cardigan, and a blue 
handbag — valued together 
at $1,346 — at around 5:10 
pm from Blueberi, which is 
located near the corner of 
Pearl Street.
 — Ben Muessig

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Taxi nab
 A heroic taxi driver had a 
gun pointed to his head, but 
later chased down the woman 
who robbed him near Bar-
tel Pritchard Square on Sept. 
23.
 The driver told police 
that he was hailed on East-
ern Parkway at around 6:50 
pm and told to take the pas-
senger towards the circle at 
the southwest corner of Pros-
pect Park.
 As the cab arrived at its 
destination, the lady perp 
pulled out a small silver Colt 
handgun and said, “Give me 
all your money — this is a 
robbery.”
 The driver handed over 
what he had, and the thief fled 
into Prospect Park — with the 
driver hot on her trail.
 It is unclear what hap-
pened next, but the driver 
emerged victorious, holding 
his 39-year-old assailant at 
bay until cops arrived.
 She was hit with major fel-
ony charges.

MyPhone
 At least two fancy iPhones 
were swiped in similar fash-
ion last week:
 • On Sept. 21, a thief 
grabbed the smartphone out 
of a woman’s hand on Lin-

coln Place near Seventh Av-
enue at around 7:45 pm.
 • Two days later, a speedy 
thief swiped the iPhone right 
out of a man’s hand as he 
sat on a bench at the cor-
ner of Seventh Avenue and 
First Street — and the vic-
tim tracked the thief with his 
computer until he finally lost 
contact.
 The man told cops that the 
thief ran up out of nowhere at 
around 8:20 pm and fled. Af-
ter tracking the phone through 
its onboard navigation sys-
tem, the victim lost track of 
the device on Lincoln Road 
between Flatbush and Bed-
ford avenues.

Clean picks
 Several people were 
robbed cleanly and quickly 
last week:
 • A woman told cops that 
she was approached by two 
men on 13th Street at around 
3:30 pm on Sept. 23 and or-
dered to surrender her bag. 
She complied, and the men 
ran off a Sidekick phone and 
$7 from the crime scene near 
Sixth Avenue.
 • A woman told cops that 
she was pickpocketed on Union 
Street near Grand Army Plaza 
on Sept. 18. The victim told 
cops that the crime occurred 
at around 2 pm and resulted in 
the theft a fancy new iPhone 
and some rings. She did not 
feel herself bumped or shoved, 
she said.
 • A man playing ball at a 
playground inside J.J. Byrne 
Park on Third Street on Sept. 
17 returned to where he had 
put his bag to that a thief had 
pilfered its contents. The man 
said he lost lots of cards and 
$20. 

Carroll catch
 A thief roughed up and 
mugged a man on Carroll 
Street on Sept. 21, but he 
didn’t get far before cops 
collared him.
 The victim told police that 
he was near Polhemus Place 
at around 2:20 pm when the 
suspect punched him in the 
face and demanded cash.
 The victim turned over $24 
and a cellphone, and the crim-
inal fled.
 But hours later, he was 
picked up and positively ID’d 
by the victim, police said.

Lots of burgs
 There were at least three 
burglaries in the neighbor-
hood last week. Here’s a 
roundup:
 • A thief, perhaps one of 
the men hired by a Sixth Av-
enue landlord to sweep up, 
took advantage of basement 
access to enter a first-floor 
apartment in the building, 
near Sixth Street, and steal 
$40 and a computer acces-
sory on Sept. 21.
 • Three men entered Urban 
Optical on Seventh Avenue 
on Sept. 24 and stole seven 
pairs of Prada sunglasses. 
Cops say that the trio entered 
at around 3:50 and grabbed 
the shades, which are worth 
about $2,100. Cops are hunt-
ing for two 6-foot men and 
one 5-foot-5 man.
 • A thief entered a Sec-
ond Street apartment through 
an open front door on Sept. 
18 and stole a computer, two 
scooters, a video camera and 
$50. The victim told cops that 
the apartment, which is be-
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, was un-
occupied from 3 to 5 pm.

Car toons
 At least one motorcycle was 
swiped and two cars broken 
into last week in Park Slope, 
where car crime is quite com-
mon. Here’s a roundup:
 • A thief stole a locked 
motorcycle from in front of 
a building on Lincoln Place 
near Eighth Avenue on Sept. 
24. The doorman of the build-
ing told cops that his eyes only 
left the chopper between 3:10 
and 4:10 am.
 • A thief stole a navigation 
system and radio out of a Jeep 
on Sackett Street overnight 
on Sept. 21. The victim told 
cops that he parked the car 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at around 8:15 pm, but 
the damage was done when 
he returned about 12 hours 
later.
 • Hours later on the same 
block, thieves stole the tires 
and rims off of a. The victim 
told cops that he’d parked the 
car at about 12:30 am and re-
turned at 8:30 am to find the 
wheels gone.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Bagged at Oak
 A bar rat ruined a woman’s 
Friday night when he lifted 
her purse and valuables from 
Royal Oak. 
 The victim was out danc-
ing early on Sept. 26 when she 
left her purse on the back of a 
chair. A prowler at the Union 
Street hangout lifted the bag, 
which contained credit cards, 
a cellphone, an iPod and a de-
signer scarf, while the vic-
tim’s back was turned. 

Bear of a thief
 A man stole not only a 
purse, but some much-needed 
affection, from a passerby on 
the morning of Sept. 24. 
 The victim was walking 
on Newel Street towards Nor-
man Avenue when a middle-

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11220
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com
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1.718.630.RXRX (7979)

SELLERS
Save time and money!

45 DAY EXCLUSIVE TERM
2% COMMISSION

 
 (2009 Crain’s NY Business)

JESSE TEMPLE
Senior Vice President
Jesse Temple & Associates
CHARLES RUTENBERG REAL ESTATE

Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants

 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY

 13’ CEILINGS

 PLENTIFUL PARKING

 SOME WITH WATER VIEWS

 6’ WINDOWS

 GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

 FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

 PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE

DUMBO–come see what they see

See BLOTTER on page 11
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FALCONE CONSTRUCTION 
& LANDSCAPING

Construction L.L.C.
www.FalconeConstruction.Webs.com

 FREE

With this coupon only. Not 
to be combined with any 

other offer. Exp. 11/27/09

10% 
OFF

With this coupon only. Not 
to be combined with any 

other offer. Exp. 11/27/09

10% 
OFF

 
 

With this coupon only. Not 
to be combined with any 

other offer. Exp. 11/27/09

FREE

(basic design up to 8’)
With this coupon only. Not 
to be combined with any 

other offer. Exp. 11/27/09

Call today for your free estimate: 

Landscaping & Lawn Care
www.FalconeLandscaping.com

Call today for your free estimate: 

 

 

FALCONE
145 Willow Avenue, Staten Island H.I.C. Lic #1266078

Lawn problems are a thing of the past!
THE GRASS OF THE FUTURE 
IS HERE TODAY.

The synthetic alternative to real grass!

$250 OFF
 

With this coupon only. Not to be com-
bined with any other offer. Exp. 11/27/09

$50 OFF
With this coupon only. Not to be com-

bined with any other offer. Exp. 11/27/09

10% OFF
With this coupon only. Not to be com-

bined with any other offer. Exp. 11/27/09
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 RENT FORT GREENE
…find youtopia.

Fiona, Apt. 2402
Scoots out of the parking 
garage and onto the 
streets of Brooklyn.

Niki, Apt. 1801

Shops the local boutiques 
with Coco, who’s always 
by her side.

Kaleb, Apt. 3301
Has more vintage records in  
his spacious closets than he 
does clothing.

Chloe, Apt. 1303

Enjoys waking up early to work 
out at the state-of-the-art  
fitness center.

Noah, Apt. 2115

Spends hours in his  
gourmet kitchen.

Liam, Apt. 2704

Loves the spectacular 
views of Manhattan.

For those inspired by the excitement and opportunity 

of everyday life, welcome to topia. More than a 

lifestyle, Avalon Fort Greene offers the perfect back-

drop for you to be you.  A community with every re-

source you desire and a neighborhood with a positively 

eclectic vibe. Brand new Fort Greene rentals affording 

42-story views of Manhattan & Brooklyn. Choose your 

topia today. Avalon Fort Greene. 

Rents subject to change.

Rents Starting at $1,984*

866-399-9760 | www.avalonyoutopia.com
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 The creative team behind Park Slope’s ac-
claimed Stone Park Café is planning an affordable 
Chinese restaurant just blocks away the much-
loved New American eatery.   
 Stone Park co-owner and chef Josh Grinker  
(right) told The Brooklyn Paper that the new 

restaurant will offer 
Chinese food that re-
tains the cuisine’s pop-
ular low cost, but raises 
its quality.
 “It’s a traditional 
Chinese restaurant — 
but with good food,” 
said Grinker, who will 

open the new eatery with co-owner Josh Foster. 
“There’s nothing like that in the neighborhood.”
 The pair hopes to take over the spacious 
Fifth Avenue storefront between Carroll Street 
and Garfield Place that once housed Tempo.
 “It’s not going to be a fancy restaurant like 
some of the Manhattan places have tried,” he 
said. “We’ll cut out the stuff that Westerners 
just don’t go for … but the food will be tradi-
tional in the techniques, the ingredients and 
the recipes.”
 It’s not the first time Grinker has taken the 
cornstarch and MSG out of Chinese cuisine. 
A few years back, he worked at the well-re-
garded Vermont Chinese restaurant A Single 
Pebble. — Ben Muessig

 The Jalopy music hall on Columbia Street 
has emerged as one of the city’s leading blues 
and folk spots. So why is the venue playing 
with toys next month, when the Paris Uke Fest 
comes to town?
 “The ukulele is not 
a toy,” said Ellia Bisker 
(pictured), organizer of 
the four-string festival. 
 Unlike ukulele leg-
ends — Tiny Tim is re-
ally the benchmark here 
— Bisker proudly sings 
real songs of doomed 
romance.
 “Sure, I sometimes get tired of answering 
questions like ‘What other instruments do you 
play,’” she said, “but the truth is there is a very 
rich community for ukulele enthusiasts in New 
York and beyond.”
 This festival is living proof. This year’s ver-
sion will feature many Brooklyn artists, like 
songstress Kelli Rae Powell, who revels in her 
love for the mini guitar. 
 “People give me a hard time, but the uku-
lele is so cute and small, it just makes every-
one happy,” said Powell.
 Paris Uke Fest at Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
at Woodhull Street in the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (718) 395-3214], Oct. 8 at 
8 pm. Tickets are $10.  — Sabrina Jaszi

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

e might not have the stars of Sundance 
or the clout of Cannes, but for a few 
days each fall, Brooklyn becomes the 

cinematic capital of the world.
 Two acclaimed film festivals will take 
place on different ends of the borough this 
weekend, and both will pay homage to the 
neighborhoods — and the county — they 
call home.
 The ninth annual Coney Island Film 
Festival has earned its reputation as a fes-
tival that, like many Coney Island beach-
goers, lets it all hang out.
 “We are a no-holds-barred film fes-
tival,” said festival director Rob Leddy. 
“We will play anything from family films 
to films that would 
probably make a 
porn star blush.”
 Cinephiles can 
expect a wide range 
of movies includ-
ing pictures that 
mesh with Coney’s 
campy history and 
its and garish side-
show, such as the 
sci-fi romp “AT-
TACKAZOIDS, 
DEPLOY!!” or the 
randy burlesque-themed noir “Slim and 
Lena.”
 Locals can also look forward to movies 
that honor the people and places that make 
Coney Island tick, like “The Prince of Mer-
maid Avenue” — a documentary on a leg-
endary butcher at Major Meats — or “The 
Poor Man’s Follies” — a cinema verite-style 
study of neighborhood characters including 

the community’s unofficial 
mayor Dick Zigun and ma-
jor landowner Joe Sitt.
 But the most anticipated 
event at the festival — 
which was once named one 
of the nation’s 25 coolest 
by MovieMaker Magazine 
— is the annual screening 
of “The Warriors.”
 When the Coney Is-
land gangland masterpiece 
comes on the screen, the 
theater becomes Brook-
lyn’s own “Rocky Horror 
Picture Show,” said Leddy.
 “It’s like a rock concert — the audience 
really is totally into it,” he said. “They clang 
the bottles during the ‘Warriors — come 

out to play’ scene.”
 Meanwhile in  
Red Hook, the 
Red Hook Inter-
national Film and 
Video Festival will 
screen movies about, 
filmed in, or related 
to South Brooklyn.
 “The films are es-
sentially Brooklyn-
centered art pieces 
this year,” said fes-
tival founder Daniel 

Durning. “There is a real focus around 
anything having to do with the Gowanus 
Canal or Red Hook.”
 At the festival, which is entirely free, 
movie lovers can enjoy a medley of Red 
Hook-focused films like “Mr. Brooklyn,” 
a 14-minute short that juxtaposes an “On 
the Waterfront”-era dockworker against 
the backdrop of modern day Red Hook; 

and “Moment,” which depicts three Red 
Hookers sharing a life-altering encoun-
ter in Valentino Park. 
 There’s also a screening of films de-
tailing the nearby Gowanus Canal, includ-
ing a tribute to Robert Guskind, the late 
blogger behind the legendary Gowanus 
Lounge Web site, and a rare showing of 
the seminal documentary “Lavender Lake: 
Brooklyn’s Gowanus Canal.”
 Despite the festival’s the hyperlocal an-
gle, organizers told The Brooklyn Paper 
that some non-Brooklyn films — includ-

ing pictures about industry in Los Ange-
les, lesbian relationships in the Bronx, and 
the closing of a San Francisco nut store 
— were selected because they address is-
sues that relate to Red Hookers and Brook-
lynites in some way. 
 Fittingly, the festival will end with a 
screening of “Brooklyn Boondoggle,” a 
documentary about the controversial At-
lantic Yards development.

Two festivals will turn 
Brooklyn into Sundance

 The autobiographical themes of Elizabeth 
Nunez’s new novel, “Anna In-Between,” are 
not far from the surface.    
 The book stems from “my sadness as an immi-
grant in the early part of my move here,” said the 
writer, a native of Trinidad who has been teach-

ing at Medgar Evers College 
since 1972. “I was moving for-
ward on my career, but the 
future caught up with me and 
I said, ‘Where do I belong? 
Where are my roots?’”
 So in the novel, when 
Anna Sinclair, a book edi-
tor in her 40s, returns to 
her native Caribbean is-
land, she finds nothing 

familiar — and everything 
from class to colonialism to discrimination 

to even breast cancer are thrown into the mix.
 And the plight of the black literary writer 
is also a part of the novel.
 “Literary writers have a hard time [because] 
publishers tend to throw all their attention to 
more commercial writers,” said Nunez. “They 
don’t see an audience for black literary fiction. 
It’s unfortunate.” 
 Not every publisher fits that “unfortunate” 
mold. Johnny Temple, founder of the Park Slope-
based Akashic Books, was eager to publish 
“Anna In-Between.”
 “I wanted it sight unseen because I love her 
work,” said Temple. 
 Elizabeth Nunez will read at the Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central Branch [Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway, (718) 230-2100] on 
Oct. 10 at 4 pm. — Meredith Deliso

 
 Coney Island Film Festival at Side-
shows by the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street, (718) 372 5159]. Oct. 
2–4. Prices vary. For schedule and de-
tails, visit www.coneyislandfilmfestival.
com; Red Hook International Film 
Festival at the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Screening Room [499 Van Brunt 
St. south of Reed Street, (718) 596-
2506]. Oct. 3–4. For full schedule, visit 
www.redhookfilmfest.com.

Enoteca on Court

WINE BAR

CHEESES

HOMEMADE 
PASTAS

BRICK  
OVEN  
PIZZA

PANINIS
OPEN: Sunday–Wednesday, Noon–11 pm;

Thursday, Noon–Midnight; Friday & Saturday, Noon–1 am 278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO
718-625-9352

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

MONDAY NIGHT 
FOOTBALL

at The UnderWater Lounge

The UnderWater Lounge Hamburger Menu!
 

 

 
 

PLUS

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 
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Screen sites: (Clockwise from top) 
“The Prince of Mermaid Avenue,” 
“Frank Sidebottom Saves Coney 
Island” and “Shoebox Redhead” at 
the Coney Island Film Festival. “Mr. 
Brooklyn” at the Red Hook version. 
All are this weekend.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

he biggest movies playing at Brooklyn’s dueling 
film festivals aren’t new — but they’re just as 
relevant today as when they were released.

 Walter Hill’s classic “The Warriors” is one of 
those rare films that get better with age. The vi-
olent, visually compelling 1979 picture, which 
will be screened at the Coney Island Film Festi-
val on Saturday at 10 pm, follows a scrappy gang of 
pleather-vested hooligans from the People’s Play-
ground as they fight their way home from a gang 
summit meeting in the Bronx.
 Though the movie’s representations of urban vio-
lence and youth gangs seem inaccurate and cartoonish 

30 years later, there’s nothing more fun — or timely 
— than rooting for the underdogs from Coney Island 
when it seems like the whole city is against them.
 Meanwhile, with the federal government con-
sidering designating the Gowanus Canal a Super-
fund site, Alison’s Prete’s documentary “Laven-
der Lake: Brooklyn’s Gowanus Canal” should be 
required viewing.
 The decade-old film — which will be screened 
at the Red Hook International Film and Video Fes-
tival on Saturday at 1 pm — tells the filthy history 
of the stinking waterway using a mix of color video, 
archival footage, and interviews with local celebri-
ties including Community Board 6 manager Craig 
Hammerman, himself a member of the New York 
City Hall of Fame. “The Warriors” “Lavender Lake”
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FRI, OCT. 2
FILM, “GAMBLER”: Part of the Nicolas 

Winding Refn retrospective. $11. 4:30 
pm and 9:40 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

ART, “ORGY OF FRUM”: An interna-
tional showcase of the best artists 
of our time. Free. 5-8 pm. Jon Frum 
Art Foundation [66 Washington 
Ave. in Fort Greene, (646) 895 6368], 
www.jonfrumartfoundation.com. 

FILM, “BRONSON”: Part of the Ni-
colas Winding Refn retrospective. 
$11. 6:50 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, FIDDLER TONY DEMARCO: 
$10. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], www.
gchmusic.org. 

CONEY ISLAND FILM FESTIVAL: 
Opening night films, “Step Right 
Up” and “The Prince of Mermaid 
Avenue,” plus opening night party. 
$6 (screening only), $25 (party and 
screening). 7:30 pm. Sideshows 
by the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. in 
Coney Island, (718) 372-5159], www.
coneyislandfilmfestival.com. 

HAYDEN: Longtime activist will 
speak about “endless war.” ed-
ward@brooklynpeace.org. 7:30 
pm. Park Slope United Method-
ist Church [Sixth Avenue at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 624-
5921], www.brooklynpeace.org. 

THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT THE 
AUTOMAT”: A look at the friend-
ship between author James Baldwin 
and photographer Richard Avedon. 
$25-$35. 7:30 pm. Kumble Theater, 
Long Island University [1 University 
Plaza at Willoughby Street in 
Downtown, (718) 488-1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

MUSIC, CELEBRATING HANDEL: A 
five-piece show. $35. 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN UTO

See Friday, Oct. 2.  
MUSIC, HESTON: Free. 9 pm. BAM 

Café [30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 230-
4100], www.bam.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 9 am-5 

pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

HATTIE CARTHAN COMMUNITY 
MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 pm. Hattie 
Carthan Community Market [Clifton 
Place and Marcy Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (212) 594-2155]. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. [194 20th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-9614], 
www.brooklynfleamarket.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS MARKET: Spon-
sored by PLG Arts. $6. 10 am-5 pm. 
[30 Lincoln Rd. between Ocean and 
Flatbush avenues, (718) 393-7733], 
www.plgarts.org. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between Bed-
ford Avenue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.artistsandfleas.com. 

OTHER
BLESSING OF THE DOGS: Annual 

religio-canine event. Free. 7 am. 
Picnic House in Prospect Park (enter 
park at Third Street and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope), www.fido-
brooklyn.org. 

FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT FAIR: 
These are tough times. This all-day 
event could help. 10 am-3 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR: Get 
checked out. 10 am-4 pm. Queen 
of All Saints Church [300 Vanderbilt 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638-7625], www.
queenofallsaintschurch.com. 

CHILE PEPPER FESTIVAL: The Brook-
lyn Botanic Gardens’ annual trib-
ute to hot peppers with food and 
music. Free with admission. noon-6 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic Garden [1000 
Washington Ave., at Eastern Park-
way in Crown Heights, (718) 623-
7220], www.bbg.org. 

CONEY ISLAND FILM FESTIVAL: 
Films all day. 1 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 2.

SPORTS, STICKBALL CLASSIC: The 
old-timers are at it again in this 
41st annual event. Free. 1pm. [305 
80th St. between Third and Fourth 

PERFORMANCE
FREE OUTDOOR CONCERT: Renais-

sance Street Singers, Turbulence, 
Ready Set Overdrive perform. 
Free. Noon. Grand Army Plaza 
[Flatbush Avenue at Union Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-8999], www.
prospectpark.org. 

MEGA ART SHOW: More than 250 
artists from the worlds of art, 
music, performance and word will 
be showcased in “The Words of 
Color.” Free. 1-6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (917) 655-2980], www.
bwac.org. 

THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT THE AU
TOMAT”: See Friday, Oct. 2.

MUSIC, JEFF KING BAND: With 
vocalist Gregory Porter, Juju Jazz 
Band and Brooklyn Bebop $20 (ad-
vance); $30 (door). 8 pm. Oceana 
Nightclub [1029 Brighton Beach 
Blvd., (718) 773-2252]. 

MUSIC, BACH, MOZART AND OTH
ERS: $35. 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “MACBETH VARIATIONS”: 

PIAS”: Three-month exhibition on 
the search for a utopia in Brooklyn. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Historical Society 
[128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “MACBETH VARIATIONS”: 
Musicians, puppeteers, dancers and 
actors retool Shakespeare’s Scot-
tish play. $20-$40. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
488-9233], www.irondale.org. 

PEACE MUSIC: Kickoff to the World 
March for Peace. $10 (advance). 8 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com.

SAT, OCT. 3

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE IT: Transportation Alternatives 

leads a bike ride starting in Brook-
lyn and going through Queens, 
Manhattan and the Bronx. Free. 
8:30 am-noon. Grand Army Plaza 
(Under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Arch in Park Slope), www.transalt.
org/summerstreets. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
October 2

Peace and 
love
You may know Tom 
Hayden best as one 
of Jane Fonda’s for-
mer husbands, but 
we liberals know him 
as a longtime peace 
activist, which once 
made a guy cool. 
Today, he’ll talk about 
“endless war,” citing 
the $1 quadrillion 
cost of all U.S. fights 
since 2001. That’s a 
lot of alimony.

7:30 pm. Tom Hayden at 
Park Slope United Metho -
dist Church [Sixth Avenue 
at Eighth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 624-5921], 
www.brooklynpeace.org. 

SATURDAY
October 3

Hot kid stuff
It’s a full day of fam-
ily action from the 
Brooklyn Botanic 
Gardens’ annual 
chile pepper festival 
(with food and 
music!) to the 43rd 
annual Ragamuffin 
Parade in Bay Ridge 
— the annual pre-
Halloween classic for 
kids of all ages. We 
couldn’t pick 
between these two 
great events, but 
maybe you can.

Noon-6 pm. Chile Pep-
per Festival at Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [1000 
Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7220]; 
1 pm. Ragamuffin Parade 
[Third Avenue between 
72nd Street and 92nd 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-4928]. 

SUNDAY
October 4

A great 
bridge
We’re sick of the 
Brooklyn Bridge get-
ting all the attention, 
but today, the Man-
hattan Bridge gets 
the spotlight all to 
herself as the iron 
span celebrates its 
100th birthday 
(though the actual 
100th anniversary is 
Dec. 31). There’ll be 
events all day, 
including fireworks 
at dusk.

Day starts with a 7:15 am 
bike tour led by the Man-
hattan borough historian, 
then includes a 9 am 
parade, a 2 pm time cap-
sule dedication on the 
Manhattan side and a 7 
pm fireworks celebration.

THURSDAY
October 8

Cash on 
hand
Johnny Cash is no 
longer with us, but 
one of his greatest 
gifts, his daughter 
Rosanne, will be at 
St. Anne’s Ware-
house to sing songs 
off her new LP, “The 
List.” The name 
refers to a list of 
“essential” country 
songs that Johnny 
insisted Rosanne 
learn. Of course, she 
has her own take.

8 pm. Rosanne Cash at 
St. Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. at Dock Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 254-
8779]. Also Friday, Oct. 9.

FRIDAY
October 9

Super duper
Remember those 
family vacations with 
you and your brother 
beating each other up 
near Mount Rush-
more while Dad 
filmed it all in grainy 
Super-8? The folks at 
the Brooklyn Lyceum 
have taken the 
me dium, but changed 
the message with a 
festival of movies 
made on a single 
50-foot roll of Super-8 
film. Invite your 
brother, but leave 
your films in the attic.

7:30 pm. Super-8 Film 
Festival at the Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-
4816]. Tickets are $7.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

SAT, OCT. 3
 Brook-

lyn Public Library will reveal details 
about renovation of the branch at 
Sixth Avenue and Ninth Street. 11 
am. Slope Branch [431 Sixth Ave. in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-1853]. 

MON, OCT. 5

 Monthly 
meeting. 6 pm. Community Board 6 
[250 Baltic St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
643-3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

 All 
three candidates for the 39th Council 
District — David Pechefsky (Green), 
Brad Lander (Dem) and Joe Nardiello 
(GOP) — will appear after a screen-
ing of a democracy documentary. 7 
pm. Old First Reformed Church [729 
Carroll St. at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-8300]. 

TUES, OCT. 6
 

Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. 76th 
Precinct Stationhouse [191 Union St. 
between Hicks and Henry streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 834-3211]. 

THURS, OCT. 8

 
6:30 pm. Community Board 1 office 
[435 Graham Ave. between Frost 
and Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

 On 
the agenda: Sidewalk cafe requests, 
and a discussion about the wall con-
structed at 123 87th St. 7 pm. 
Community Board 10 District Office 
[8119 Fifth Ave. between 81st and 
82nd streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-
6827], www.bkcb10.org.

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail  
Newsroom@cnglocal.com.

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events
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Bay Ridge’s Newest Modern Mexican Restaurant & Lounge
Monday thru Wednesday
1/2 price drinks & appetizers ALL DAY

Thursday & Friday
1/2 price drinks 4–7 pm

Open for Lunch
Mon–Fri, $12 Prix Fixe

includes soup or salad, soda, 
coffee or tea

$13 Brunch
Saturday & Sunday

One FREE Bloody Mary, Mimosa, 
Frozen Margarita, Sangria or 

Bellini with meal

Open for Dinner
Seven days a week
Sunday thru Thursday
$25 Dinner Prix Fixe

Includes appetizer/entre/dessert

Special PARTY 
menus available

GIFT CARDS  
for all occasions

Come watch all 
your SPORTING 
EVENTS on our  
9 high-def flat 

screen TVs

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner

 Zlatko Buric stars in “Pusher III,” a Nicolas Wind-
ing Refn picture that will be unspooling at BAM on Oct. 3.
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Presented By:

www.adventureexpo.com/post

October 10-11
Jacob Javits Center
Sat: 10am - 5pm | Sun: 11am - 4pm

Featured 
Speakers:

Arthur Frommer

Patricia Schultz 

Holly Morris

The Show for     
         Travelers

Buy Tickets Online 
and (off $15 

regular 
admission) 

Use Promo Code: BRK1 

Save $5

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4503
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Say “NO Thanks” to Telemarketers!

Where In the World Do You Call? 

Lebanon .......... 9.9

Nepal.............7.9

Poland......... .2.9

Russia........... 2.9from 

North Korea . 41.9

Jordan............18.9

Maldives.......14.9

Jamcaica......... 8.9

Guatemala.... 10.9

Honduras.......16.9

Guyana..........26.9

Fiji............... 24.9

Iraq................. 6.9

El Salvador...... 8.9

Italy............. .2.9

Iran................  3.9from 

South Korea..  2.9

Turkey............3.9from 

Sri Lanka........9.9

U.A.E..............18.9

Saudi Arabia ... 4.9from 

Syria....... ....... 18.9

Trinidad.......... 8.9

Egypt........... 15.9

China...........   2.9

Bhutan.........15.9from 

Afghanistan..24.9

Bangladesh....3.9from 

Barbados........14.9

Colombia........ 3.9from 

Ecuador.........11.9

If the country you call is not on this list, or our advertised rates are higher than what you are currently paying... that’s no 
problem. Call today and we’ll beat what you’re paying with your current provider... GUARANTEED!

No need to cancel 
your service provider.    
$10 Free Long Distance for 
every friend you refer
No Contracts     

Make Long Distance calls to Anywhere  
in the World from your Cell Phone at  

Comwave’s  GUARANTEED Lowest Rates

ee Long Distance for
friend you refer

ontracts   

/min
only

/minONLY

/month
10$ = 1000

in th
Comw

www.comwave.net1-866-840-2695

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox
Juvederm/Restylane

Chemical peels
Laser hair removal

Spider veins
Scar and blemish removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Skin cancer screening
Keloid treatments

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN
212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

By Sabrina Jaszi
for The Brooklyn Paper

n a vindication of our bor-
ough’s world-class food 
scene, one of the Red 

Hook vendors won the cov-
eted “Vendy Award” on Sat-
urday, proving to any remain-
ing doubters that the humble 
soccer field chefs are the 
city’s culinary elite.
 The winners, Fernando and 
Yolanda Martinez, have run 
the Country Boys Taco Truck 
for 16 years since emigrat-
ing from the Pueblo region 
of Mexico. 
 The pair served up its 
famed huaraches, tacos and 
quesadillas to 700 attend-
ees at the Queens Museum 
of Art in a grueling four-hour 
competition against biriyani 
brokers, waffle makers and 
schnitzel sellers.
 In the end, the Martinezes 
were crowned the winners by 
a panel of celebrity chefs.
 “All of the dishes were ex-
cellent, but the flavors in the 
Martinezes’ huaraches were 
perfectly fresh, balanced and 
harmonious,” said Denisse 
Oller, one of the judges. 
 In addition to taste, the 
couple got high marks for 
generous portions, clean pre-
sentation and fast, friendly 
service.
 The victory came in the 
Martinezes’ first appearance 
in the competition. But they 
were well prepared for the 

contest, having watched in 
shock as the ball fields’ famed 
papusa maker, Rafael Soler, 
was snubbed in a still-pain-
ful affront last year. 
 Though the Red Hook ven-
dors have been around since 
1974, and are more popular 
than ever, their future is not 
secure because the city forces 
them to bid for the land on 
which they cook. 
 But Cesar Fuentes, exec-

utive director of the Food 
Vendors Committee of Red 
Hook Park, thinks that the 
Martinez victory will help 
get the city bureaucrats off 
his group’s back.
 “The Vendys win sends a 
very strong message to the 
city, especially to the Health 
Department, that street ven-
dors are hard-working people 
who have earned the love and 
trust of the community, and 

Huarache man and wife sweep the Vendy Awards

 They may be newly 
minted Vendy Award 
winners, but Fer-
nando and Yo-
landa Martinez 
are still the same 
as they were be-
fore Saturday’s 
decisive victory 
over outer-borough 
vendors. As such, they gladly gave us the recipe for 
the simple-but-perfect guacamole from their home 
state of Pueblo.

From Fernando and Yolanda Martinez of the 
Country Boys Taco Truck. 
Serves 4-5

 Pick avocados that are soft but firm. Take up to 
five peppers and lightly boil until skin peels away 
easily. Smash or blend jalapenos into a pulp. Mince 
onions into small squares. Smash avocados in a mol-
cajete grinding stone or other container. Add on-
ions, jalapeno pulp and mix until well blended. Salt 
to taste.

 Red Hook food vendor Fer-
nando Martinez won The Vendy Cup on Saturday, a 
testiment to the quality of the food served by the La-
tino vendors who ring Red Hook Park on weekends.

in this downward economic 
cycle their services are espe-
cially important,” said Fu-
entes. 
 So for now, at least, you 
can expect even longer lines at 
the Country Boys Taco Truck 
for the rest of the dwindling 
season at the Red Hook soc-
cer fields. 
 “Word gets around fast,” 
said Fuentes. “Fernando will 
reap the rewards of the win 

— and so will all the ven-
dors at the ball field.”
 The Country Boys Taco 
Truck operates at the 
Brooklyn Flea, every Sat-
urday at Bishop Loughlin 
HS (Lafayette Avenue, 
between Vanderbilt and 
Clermont avenues in Fort 
Greene); and at the Red 
Hook ball fields (Bay Street 
at Clinton Street in Red 
Hook) on weekends.

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!
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space

smart design

thirdandbond.com   
718.290.2490

The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker.  
Owned and operated by NRT LLC

The complete offering terms are in an Offering Plan available from Sponsor.  

File No.CD08-0490. Sponsor: Hudson Third LLC, 826 Broadway, New York, NY 10003. 

Equal Housing Opportunity.

EXCLUSIVE SALES & MARKETING

DEVELOPER: HUDSON THIRD LLC

103-115 Third St and 404-406 Bond St, Brooklyn, NY 11231

studio, 1-, 2-, and 3+ bedroom  

LEED-Gold homes
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avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
680-4746]. 

URBAN ARTS FEST: Artists 
take over a Bushwick build-
ing for an all-day event. $5. 
1 pm-2 am. Castle Braid 
[114 Troutman St. in Bush-
wick, (617) 851-8986], www.
castlebraid.com. 

RED HOOK FILM FESTIVAL: 
A full slate of short, locally 
made films, including a 
tribute to blogger Robert 
Guskind and a screening of 
“Lavendar Lake: Brooklyn’s 
Gowanus Canal.” 1-6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition (499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook), www.
redhookfilmfest.com. 

OKTOBERFEST: Music, BBQ 
and more. Free. 2–6 pm. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240-5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

FILM, THE “PUSHER” TRIL
OGY: See all of Nicolas 
Winding Refn’s epic trio of 
films, with a Q&A after the 
4 pm and 7 pm screenings. 
$11. 4 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

ART, DEREK STROUP: Art-
ist’s opening reception and 
Q&A. 4 pm. A.M. Richard 
Fine Art [328 Berry St. in Wil-
liamsburg, (917) 570-1476]. 

ART, “ORGY OF FRUM”: See 
Friday, Oct. 2.

FIRST SATURDAY: This 
month’s free event includes 
gypsy music, Vertical Play-
ers Repertory version of “A 
View from the Bridge,” a 
cellphone concert, a perfor-
mance by Brooklyn’s favor-
ite African-Hungarian band 
Dallam-Dougou, a screen-
ing of “Cremaster 5,” opera 
on tap, a talk by Arthur 
Phillips, and a dance party. 
Free. 5 pm-2 am. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638-
5000], www.brooklynmu-
seum.org. 

ART OPENING: A group 
show, plus recession art. 
6-9 pm. Invisible Dog Build-
ing [51 Bergen St. in Cob-
ble Hill, (718) 858-4535], 

www.shopartstudio.com. 
ART OPENING: New work 

by Morgan Blair, Julian 
Lorber and John Ryan 
Solis. Free. 6 pm. Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN 
UTOPIAS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 2.

ART, THE NOT STILL ART 
FESTIVAL: A tribute to 
non-narrative video art. 
$10. 8 pm. Micro Museum 
[123 Smith St. in Cobble 
Hill, (646) 696-5645], www.
improvart.com/nsa/nsa_
festival_tickets.htm. 

FILM, “THE WARRIORS”: Part 
of the Coney Island Film 
Festival. $10. 10:30 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. in Coney 
Island, (718) 372-5159], www.
coneyislandfilmfestival.com. 

SUN, OCT. 4

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE TOUR OF THE MAN

HATTAN BRIDGE: Part of 
the bridge’s 100th birth-
day celebrations. 7:15 am. 
Brooklyn Borough Hall (209 
Joralemon St., between 
Adams and Court streets 
in Downtown Brooklyn), 
www.nycbridges100.org. 

PARADE OVER THE MAN
HATTAN BRIDGE: Part of 
the bridge’s 100th birthday 
celebrations. 9 am. Brook-
lyn Borough Hall (209 Jora-
lemon St., between Adams 
and Court streets in Down-
town Brooklyn), www.ny-
cbridges100.org. 

FIREWORKS OVER THE 
MANHATTAN BRIDGE: 
Part of the bridge’s 100th 
birthday celebrations. 7 pm. 
www.nycbridges100.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MEGA ART SHOW: See Sat-

urday, Oct. 3.
OPERA AND POPS CON

CERT: Soloists perform 
popular arias and en-
sembles. $10. 3 pm. Regina 
Hall [1230 65th St. at 12th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 232-3555], www.regi-
naopera.org.

THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT 
THE AUTOMAT”: 3 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 2.

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 

9 am-5 pm. PS 321 school-
yard (Seventh Avenue and 
First Street in Park Slope), 

636-4100], www.bam.org. 
ART, “ORGY OF FRUM”: See 

Friday, Oct. 2. 
READING, ROBERT LOPEZ: 

The author of “Kamby Bo-
longo Mean River.” Free. 
7 pm. Freebird Bookstore 
[123 Columbia St. in Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront, 
718-858-1983], freebird-
books.com. 

FILM, “FLASH GORDON”: 
Outdoor movie screen-
ing. Free. 8 pm. Habana 
Outpost [757 Fulton St. at 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 858-9500], 
www.ecoeatery.com. 

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN 
UTOPIAS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 2.

MON, OCT. 5
OPENING CELEBRATION: 

Jacquelyn Hernandez Day 
Center, a medical clinic for 
adults. Free. 5:30 pm. Jac-
quelyn Hernandez Day Cen-

ter [822 Lexington Ave. in 
Bushwick, (718) 855-2050], 
www.jhdaycenter.org. 

WOMEN’S WRITING 
GROUP: All genres, all 
skills welcome. Free. 6 pm- 
8 pm. Abigail Cafe and 
Wine Bar [807 Classon Ave. 
at St. Johns Place in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 399-
3200], www.abigailbrook-
lyn.com. 

LECTURE: ”Miss Manhattan, 
Miss Brooklyn and their 
creator, Daniel Chester 
French” 6:30 pm. NYU-
Polytechnic University (5 
Metrotech Center (Jay 
Street between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets) in 
Downtown Brooklyn), 
www.nycbridges100.org. 

FILM, “VOTE FOR ME”: 
Screening of pro-democ-
racy documentary. 7 pm. 
Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-8300]. 

READING, ZETH LUNDY 
ON STEVIE WONDER’S 
“SONGS IN THE KEY OF 
LIFE”: Free. 7 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

TALK, ROOFTOP FARMS: 
Annie Novak speaks about 
Greenpoint’s Rooftop 
Farms project. Free. 7:30 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(612) 227-8013], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

TUES, OCT. 6
READING, DEB WILLIS: Au-

thor of “Posing Beauty in 
African and African Ameri-
can Culture.” Free. 6:30 pm. 
MoCADA [80 Hanson Pl. 
at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 230-
0952], www.mocada.org. 

LECTURE: “The Manhattan 
Bridge — History, Con struc-
tion and Safety” 6:30 pm. 
NYU-Polytechnic University 
(5 Metrotech Center (Jay 
Street between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets) in 
Downtown Brooklyn), www.
nycbridges100.org. 

FILM, “FRESH”: Film and 
Q&A with Ana Sophia 
Jones and special guests 
$11. 7 pm. BAM Rose Cin-
emas [30 Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

WED, OCT. 7
FILM, “STRANGER THAN 

PARADISE”: Part of the 
Hungarians in Hollywood 
retrospective. $11. 4:30, 
6:50 and 9:15 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FREE WINE: A weekly wine-
tasting event featuring com-
plimentary “wine flights” 7 
pm. Enoteca on Court [347 
Court St. in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 243-1000]. 

THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT 
THE AUTOMAT”: See Fri-
day, Oct. 2.

SUPPORT GROUP: Widow, 
widowers, divorced and 
single. $7. 7:30 pm. Park-
way Community Church [95 
Stewart Ave., (516)]. 

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN 
UTOPIAS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 2. 

BENEFIT CONCERT: Five 
indie bands in a fundraiser 
for the Food Bank of New 
York City. $10. 8 pm. Public 
Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782-5188], 
www.publicassemblynyc.
com. 

THURS, OCT. 8
FARMERS MARKET: Lutheran 

Hospital offers a greenmar-
ket. 8 am-5 pm. Lutheran 
Hospital (100 55th St. 

between First and Second 
avenues in Sunset Park). 

TALK, DAVE THE BRIDGE 
MAN: To mark the 100th 
birthday of the Manhat-
tan Bridge, Dave Frieder, 
aka Dave the Bridge Man, 
will offer a video presen-
tation and lecture on the 
engineering, history and 
building of the span. Free. 
2 pm. Brooklyn Hisorical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

FILM, “NINOTCHKA”: Part 
of the Hungarians in Hol-
lywood retrospective. 
$11. 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

ART TOUR: Tour the unused 
Myrtle Avenue station 
as part of the show, “Art 
Along the Way: Masstrani-
scope with Artist Bill 
Brand” 6 pm. Transit 
Museum (Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn), 
www.nycbridges100.org. 

READING, AMY SOHN: 
Author of “Prospect Park 
West.” $10. 7 pm. Richard 
Meier On Prospect Park 
(1 Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in 
Prospect Heights), www.
momasphere.com. 

READING, ARTHUR GOLD
WAG: Author of “Cults, 
Conspiracies and Secret 
Societies” 7 pm and 9:30 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com.

WHISKY, WOMAN AND 
SONG: Singer-songwriter 
Heather Greene will per-
form — with a whisky tast-
ing by Glenfiddich. $12. 7 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT 
THE AUTOMAT”: 7:30 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 2.

NIGHTLIFE, BURLESQUE 
AND BEER: They’re calling 
it “Octoburlesk” — and 
organizers promise beer, 
boobs and brats. $10. 
7:30 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

CLIMBING AND ADVEN
TURE FILMS: Part of the 
Reel Rock festival. $17. 7:30 
pm. Littlefield [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855-3388], www.reel-
rocktournyc.com.

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN 
UTOPIAS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 2.

MUSIC, ROSEANNE CASH: 
Singer performs songs 
from her new LP. $42-$65. 
8 pm. St. Ann’s Ware-

house [38 Water St. at 
Dock Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 254-8779], https://
www.ovationtix.com/trs/
pe/7485925. 

UKULELE FESTIVAL: Kelli 
Rae Powell and Sweet 
Soubrette will headline the 
Paris Uke Fest. $10. 8 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, COLIN MACINTYRE: 
Scottish singer-songwriter 
performs. $10. 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

FRI, OCT. 9
FILM, “A TIME TO LOVE 

AND A TIME TO DIE”: Part 
of the Hungarians in Holly-
wood retrospective. $11. 3, 
6, 9 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

PANEL DISCUSSION ABOUT 
THE MANHATTAN 
BRIDGE: Featuring Rob-
ert Olmsted, Manhattan 
Borough Historian Michael 
Miscione, “Gridlock” Sam 
Schwartz, and Jim Rasen-
berger, author. Moderated 
by Sewell Chan, a reporter 
for another newspaper. 
6:30 pm. NYU-Polytechnic 
University (5 Metrotech 
Center (Jay Street be-
tween Willoughby and 
Johnson streets) in Down-
town Brooklyn), www.ny-
cbridges100.org. 

READING, LOU MANFREDO: 
Author of “Rizzo’s War.” 
Free. 7 pm. Book Mark 
Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115], www.bookmark-
shoppe.com. 

THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT 
THE AUTOMAT”: See Fri-
day, Oct. 2.

 $7. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at Presi-
dent Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN 
UTOPIAS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 2. 

RHYTHM AND BLUES 
SHOW: Featuring “The 
Classic Soul Revue.” $20 
donation. 8 pm and 10 pm. 
Jazz 966 [966 Fulton St. at 
St. James Place in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 638-6910], www.
illbrew.com. 

THEATER, “BAUHAUS THE 
BAUHAUS”: Play about a 
100-year-old architectural 
movement. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.nervetank.com. 

THEATER, “TITUS ANDRONI
CUS”: Retooled version of 
Shakespeare’s mini-classic. 
$18. 8 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, ROSEANNE CASH: 
See Thursday, Oct. 8.

MUSIC, JAZZ SHOW: Fea-
turing James Ilgenfritz’s 
Sparkling Promise. $10. 9 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), ibeambrook-
lyn.com. 

MUSIC, JOSH ROSEMAN’S 
EXTENDED CONSTELLA
TIONS: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

KARAOKE: Sing with the 
kinds of karaoke, Sid and 
Buddy. Free. Midnight. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, OCT. 10

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE IT: See Saturday, Oct. 3.
ENVIRONMENTAL MUSEUM 

ON WHEELS: The nature 
and maritime Enviromedia 
Mobile. Exhibits, ecocruises, 
fishing, touch tank, movies, 
refreshments, music. Inter-
national Bay Fest Series. 
Free. 11 am. IKEA’s Erie 
Basin Park [1 Beard St. at 
Otsego Street in Red Hook, 
(347) 224-5828], www.
urbandivers.org. 

PERFORMANCE
MEGA ART SHOW: See Sat-

urday, Oct. 3.
THEATER, “SCRIBBLIN’ AT 

THE AUTOMAT”: See Fri-
day, Oct. 2.

PONYTAIL: Four-piece Balti-
more band. $10. 7:30 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

THEATER, “BAUHAUS THE 
BAUHAUS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 9.

THEATER, “TITUS ANDRONI
CUS”: See Friday, Oct. 9.

OWEN: Mike Kinsella’s solo 
project. $14. 9:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See 

Saturday, Oct. 3.
HATTIE CARTHAN COMMU

NITY MARKET: See Satur-
day, Oct. 3.

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 
See Saturday, Oct. 3. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur-
day, Oct. 3.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, Oct. 3.

OTHER
LEARN NEW SKILLS: The 

Brooklyn Skillshare can 
teach you everything from 
bike repair to ricotta-mak-
ing. Free. 10 am-6 pm. 
Gowanus Studio Space [119 
Eighth St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (646) 862-3379], 
brooklynskillshare.tumblr.
com. 

MEGA ART SHOW: See Sat-
urday, Oct. 3.

OKTOBERFEST: See Satur-
day, Oct. 3.

FILM, “LISZTOMANIA”: Part 
of the Hungarians in Hol-
lywood retrospective. $11. 
6:50 and 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “THE CAT AND THE 
CANARY”: Silent film with 
live piano accompaniment. 
$10. 7 pm. Brooklyn Baptist 
Temple (360 Schermer-
horn St. at Third Avenue 
in Downtown Brooklyn), 
www.brooklynago.org. 

EXHIBITION, “BROOKLYN 
UTOPIAS”: See Friday, 
Oct. 2. 

www.parkslopefleamar-
ket.com. 

 
9 am-3 pm. St. Finbar Cen-
ter [138 Bay 20th St. at Bath 
Avenue in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236-3312]. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 
Free. 10 am-5 pm. [194 
20th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-
9614], www.brooklynflea-
market.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
11 am-6 pm. (129 North 
Sixth St. between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 
am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope).

CLOTHING SWAP: Bring 
fall clothes to trade. Free. 
2–6 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240-5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

OTHER
ATLANTIC ANTIC: Annual 

event features live music, 
crafts, children’s activities, 
food and more. Free. 10 
am–6 pm. (Atlantic Avenue 
from Hicks Street and 
Fourth Ave in Boerum Hill), 
www.atlanticave.org. 

SUSTAINABLE LIVING FAIR: 
Learn to make jewelry out 
of bicycle parts and play 
green-theme games. Free 
admission. 10 am-4 pm. 
Brooklyn New School [610 
Henry St. in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 923-4750]. 

MEGA ART SHOW: See Sat-
urday, Oct. 3.

CONEY ISLAND FILM FES
TIVAL: Films all day. 1 pm. 
See Friday, Oct. 2.

RED HOOK FILM FESTIVAL: 
See Saturday, Oct. 3. 

SILENT FILM, “SPEEDY”: It’s 
a Harold Lloyd classic with 
live piano accompaniment. 
1:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, DAVID MENSAH: 
Former director of the 
Hetrick-Martin Institute 
will speak on leadership. 
Free. 2 pm. First Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation 
of Brooklyn [50 Monroe Pl. 
in Brooklyn Heights, (917) 
292-2587]. 

SPORTS, KICKBALL: World 
Adult Kickball Associa-
tion begins its season. $8/
week. 2 pm. McCarren Park 
Field 1 (780 Lorimer St. in 
Greenpoint), kickball.com/
nyempire. 

FILM, “BLEEDER”: Part of 
the Nicolas Winding Refn 
retrospective. $11. 4:30, 
6:50 and 9:15 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Shaking it up: DMTheatrics radically revisits Shake-
speare’s “Titus Andronicus” (with Kymberly Tuttle, 
top and Ann Breitbach) at the the Brick Theater, 
opening on Oct. 9. 
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Continued from page 8
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The couch chronicles, part II

By Louise Crawford

So Smartmom spent a 
long weekend in Mich-
igan with her friend, 

Divorce Diva. The time away 
gave her lots of time to think 
about her life. 
 There’s nothing like sit-
ting on a porch facing a re-
ally big lake like Lake Mich-
igan to help you think long 
and hard about the state of 
your marriage. 
 And the meaning of the 
green leather Ikea couch that 
is so cherished by Hepcat, as 
she wrote about last week.
 Why wouldn’t Hepcat 
agree to buy a new couch? 
Why was he so attached 
to the old one? What was 

wrong with the Andre, the 
couch Smartmom picked out 
at Room & Board? And why 
is this such a source of con-
flict between them? 
 And that’s when she real-
ized that a couch is a perfect 
metaphor for marriage:
 • A couch is where you sit 
for years and years — like a 
marriage. 
 • A couch can be a source 
of comfort and relaxation — 
like a marriage. 
 • A couch can get worn 
out and dirty; it can even be 
dangerous and hazardous like 
when its springs start to stick 
out — like a marriage. 
 • A couch can be recov-

ered — like a marriage (if 
you choose to work on it and 
accept that it might need the 
work, that is).
 • And a couch could sim-
ply be replaced — like, well, 
you get the idea.
 So Smartmom really 
worked the couch/marriage 

Smartmom had a clear view of 
the famous Mackinac Bridge, 
that five-mile span across the 
straits of Mackinac. It’s the 
longest suspension bridge in 
the Western Hemisphere, and 
it connects the lower and up-
per peninsula of Michigan, 
our weirdest geographical 
state. 
 Before the bridge, the only 
way for people and goods 
to get from one peninsula 
to the other was by ferry. 
Traffic sometimes stretched 
16 miles — and to make mat-
ters worse, there was no year-
round boat service because 
the straits often freeze in the 
winter. 
 Interestingly, it was 
the opening of the Brook-
lyn Bridge in 1883 that in-

spired Michigan locals to 
dream about connecting 
their state’s disparate parts. 
It took decades, but they did 
it: On November 1, 1957, the 
Mackinac Bridge opened. 
 Fifty-two years later, the 
engineering achievement of 
uniting Michigan inspired 
Smartmom.
 For Buddha’s sake, she 
thought, there has to be a way 
to bridge the gap between her 
own and Hepcat’s vision of 
the living room. 
 If the lower and upper pen-
insula can form one Michi-
gan, surely Smartmom and 
Hepcat can figure out what 
to do with their green leather 
Ikea couch — and all the 
other “issues” that ail their 
marriage. 

G etting away from 
Brooklyn really was 
a good thing. The an-

ger she felt toward Hepcat 
about the couch definitely 
receded after a few days of 
bike riding, long walks and 
talks by the lake, fossil hunts 
and beach fires. 
 Indeed, the living room 
— and the leather couch — 

seemed very far away when 
she and Divorce Diva spent 
an idyllic day on Mackinac 
Island, a Victorian summer 
resort without cars. 
 By the time Smartmom 
had flown from Traverse 
City to Chicago and then 
from Chicago to LaGuar-
dia, she barely remembered 
that she and Hepcat had had 
such an ugly argument about 
the couch. 
 But as soon as she walked 
into the living room she saw 
the couch and she felt the 
rage well up inside of her. 
Again. 
 She resorted to her meta-
phors. A couch is like a mar-
riage. Certainly there’s a way 
to bridge their difference. 
 And then something mys-
terious happened. She sat 
down on the couch as she 
has done for 18 years (luck-
ily, she didn’t get stabbed by 
the inner springs). The Oh 
So Feisty One came into the 
living room and sat beside 
her. They hugged. Hepcat sat 
next to her, too, and she told 
them about her weekend in 
Michigan. 
 Smartmom knew that it 
was going to be OK. This 
couch was not a referen-
dum on the state of their mar-
riage. It was a metaphor. It 
needed work, it needed TLC 
and it probably needed to be 
replaced. But that didn’t mean 
all was lost. 
 Somehow, like the engi-
neers who built the Macki-
nac Bridge, they would find 
a way. Smartmom was sure 
of it.

metaphor in her 
head sitting in 
a wicker chair 
on the porch of 
a beautiful old 
cottage facing 
Lake Michigan. 
 And then 
another meta-
phor appeared. 
From the porch, 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, OCT. 2
 Dirk Wittenborn. 

The author of “PHAR-
MAKON… or The Story 
of a Happy Family.” $15. 
Gumbo [493 Atlantic Ave. 
in Boerum Hill, 718-855-
7808]. 

SAT, OCT. 3
 Exhibit on toys. In-

spect toys from all over the 
world. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Poplar 
Street flea market. It’s 
also a family fun day with 
face painting, magic and 
clowns. Free. Poplar Street 
[55 Poplar St. between 
Henry and Hicks streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624-4176]. 

 Pumpkin fes-
tival. Mazzone Hardware’s 
annual pre-Halloween 
event with pumpkin 
carving tips and treats for 
the kids. Free. Mazzone 
Hardware [470 Court St. in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (347) 
248-1677]. 

 Storytime with Clif-
ford the Big Red Dog Free. 
Barnes & Noble Park Slope 
[267 Seventh Ave at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

 43rd Annual 
Ragamuffin Parade. The 
annual pre-Halloween clas-
sic for kids of all ages. Free. 
Ragamuffin Parade [Third 
Avenue between 72nd 
Street and 92nd Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 833-4928]. 

SUN, OCT. 4
 Exhibit on toys. See 

Saturday, Oct. 3. 
 

Puppet show, “Peter and 
the Wolf” and “The Frog 
Prince” $8 (kids, $7). Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave., 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

MON, OCT. 5
 “Shaun the Sheep.” 

Part of the Big Movies for 

Little Kids series. $6.50. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 
Court St. at Butler Street in 
Cobble Hill], bigmoviesfor-
littlekids.blogspot.com. 

FRI, OCT. 9
 Dirk Wittenborn. 

See Friday, Oct. 8.

SAT, OCT. 10
 Learn about 

fire. It’s more than “stop, 
drop and roll.” Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms

 Enriched Curriculum

 Caring, loving environment
WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

 “Shaun 
the Sheep” plays at 
Cobble Hill Cinema 
on Oct. 5.

aged male grabbed her in a 
bear-hug. While feigning af-
fection he wrestled her bag 
out of her hands.  
 “Give me your f—ing 
purse,” he whispered, then fled 
in a purple minivan at around 
10 am. The purse contained a 
wallet but nothing else. 

Pry and plunder
 A thief pried his way into 
a N. Seventh Street pad on 
Sept. 24, lifting a woman’s 
valuables.
 The young woman told cops 
that was in a hurry when she 
left for work that morning and 
left the top lock of her apart-
ment open. When she returned 
at around 9 pm to the unit, 
which is near Wythe Street, 
she discovered that her door 
had been forced open and the 
thief had taken an iPod, Mac-
book and some jewelry.

Taking candy
 A ruthless thief stole a cell-
phone from a 12-year-old on 
Sept. 24.
 The little victim had just 
gotten out of school on Man-
hattan Avenue near Engert 
Avenue and was dialing his 
mom, when the thug ap-
proached him from behind 
and plucked the Sidekick 
from his hands. 

Reverse psych
 A thief cleaned out a man’s 
car, parked at the corner of 
Skillman Avenue and Hum-
boldt Street on Sept. 25.
 Perhaps trying to avoid 
a break-in, the victim left 
his auto unlocked when he 
parked it at 4 pm. Seven hours 
later, he returned to find that 
his cellphone, laptop, back-
pack, and head phones had 
all been taken from the un-
secured vehicle.
 — Sabrina Jaszi

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

The natural
 A thief, bitter about the 
high price of health food, 

robbed a man exiting Brook-
lyn Natural on Sept. 23.
 As the victim exited the 
Moore Street establish-
ment at around midnight, a 
man approached and asked 
for money. After the vic-
tim handed over just $2, the 
greedy beggar got angry and 
displayed a firearm. 
 “You f—in’ white boys all 
have money so give it up!” he 
demanded. At that point, the 
victim gave another $80. 

Chain gang
 A burglar took two Mac 
laptops from a Maujer Street 
apartment on Sept. 22.
 The woman who lives in 
the unit, which is near Lo-
rimer Street, told cops that 
she was not home between 4 
pm and midnight when she 
returned to discover that the 
chain was on from the inside, 
and the lights were on, too.
 Frightened that the thief 
might still be at work, she 
called the police, who kicked 
in the door. The thief was long 
gone, though. 

Good neighbor
 Two robberies occurred 
in the same Grand Street 
building on Sept. 24. A co-
incidence? Cops think not. 
 One man left for work at 
10:30 am and returned that 
evening to find his Apple lap-
top missing.
 The two burglars were 
spotted by a neighbor at a sec-
ond apartment in the build-
ing, which is near Manhattan 
Avenue. The second victim 
was also at work when the 
two perps forcefully broke 
down his door and carried 
off a Macbook Pro, a cam-
era and his Sony Playstation 
2. The neighbor saw the guys 
rushing down the stairs and 
called the cops at around 3:30 
pm, but it was too late to save 
the man’s stuff.

Bedford bowled
 A party prowler lifted a 
woman’s purse at a Bedford 
Avenue apartment on Sept. 
25.

 The victim, who was vis-
iting from France, had care-
fully hidden her purse under 
her coat at the party. But a 
lurking thief went under the 
outerwear to find the valu-
ables underneath. He didn’t 
get much: just a few silk 
scarves, some French ID 
cards and a Nokia phone. 
 — Sabrina Jaszi

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

We all scream
 Cops arrested two men 
who fired a shot a Third Av-
enue ice cream shop owner 
on Sept. 28.
 Police said that a thug 
opened fire on one of the own-
ers of Anapoli Ice Cream Par-
lor, which is near Ovington 
Avenue, after he and accom-
plice robbed him of more than 
$1,000 at around 8:30 pm.
 The victim told cops that 
he was walking to his car 
when he saw a man pull a 
mask down over his face. The 
masked stranger then flashed 
a gun, announcing a robbery, 
officials said.
 “I’m going to shoot you,” 
the man threatened. “Give me 
the f—kin’ knot.”
 The thief swiped the 
money and ran off, letting 
a round go as he ran to an 
idling Honda driven by an 
accomplice.
 Despite being shot at, po-
lice said that the victim mem-
orized the car’s license plate 
number — and cops quickly 
solved the crime.

Fire escap-ades
 A thief used a fire escape 
to break into a 68th Street on 
Sept. 21.
 A 44-year-old resident told 
police that she discovered that 
her apartment, which is near 
Fifth Avenue, had been bur-
glarized of jewelry, a laptop 
computer and a Playstation 
game when she returned 
home at 8 pm.
 A witness told police that 
a 5-foot-8 man in his 20s, at 
the time wearing a red base-
ball cap and a goatee, was 
seen on the fire escape that 
afternoon.

Quick pick
 A thief snatched the wal-
let out of a woman purse on 
Fifth Avenue on Sept. 25.
 The woman told police that 
sometime during the after-
noon, she went to the Bank 
of America at 69th Street and 
then to the nearby “Mites” 
donut shop — all the while 
feeling that someone was fol-
lowing her.
 When she reached a gro-
cery store near 68th Street, 
she realized someone had 
taken her wallet, as well as 
$115.
 When store workers 
watched the surveillance 
footage, they saw the victim 
being shadowed by a woman 

in her 30s during her entire 
visit to the store.
 — Thomas Tracy

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Gang banging
 A series of group muggings 
in the neighborhood last week 
left victims doubting the old 
adage about safety in num-
bers. Here’s a roundup: 
 • A gang of young hoods 
surrounded some friends out 
for a late stroll in Fort Greene 
Park, grabbing their valuables 
on Sept. 21. The eight punks 
— one still with teenage acne, 
cops said — surrounded the 
two young victims at around 
9:15 pm inside the park. The 

perps violently assaulted the 
friends and ran off with a pink 
Razr cellphone, a wallet and 
a North Face bookbag. 
 • Minutes later, the young 
thugs struck again, this time 
robbing one defenseless vic-
tim at the corner of Ashland 
Place and Myrtle Avenue. 
 A young man was head-
ing home after a long day 
when the group surrounded 
him, with one thug pretend-
ing to have a gun. They ran 
off with a wallet, cash, a lap-
top, an iPhone, a camcorder 
and a pair of expensive cus-
tom earplugs.
 • Six or seven violent 
hooligans committed an-
other parkside robbery on 

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 A maintenance man chased down a 
thug who had just swiped a woman’s cell-
phone near the corner of St. Johns Place 
and Sixth Avenue on Sept. 25, holding 
the thief until cops arrived.
 The victim was at the corner at around 
11:45 am when a 27-year-old man swiped 
the iPhone from her hand and headed to-
wards Fourth Avenue.
 But Shawn Gray, who tidies up at 59 
St. Johns Place, spotted the crime and 
chased the crook more than three blocks 
to Fourth Avenue and Baltic Street.
 “I knew I had to get this guy,” Gray 
told The Brooklyn Paper.
 He quickly deflected the notion that 
he was a hero.
 “I don’t know about that,” he said. “I 
just don’t like to see that kind of thing 
happen in my community.”
 Gray said he acted when he saw “the 
commotion on the corner.”
 “I saw a scuffle and then I saw him 
running away and the lady screaming, 
‘He robbed me.’” Gray said. “I chased 
him down to Fourth Avenue and kept 
following him. I said, ‘I gotta catch this 
guy.’”
 After finally catching up to the sus-
pect, Gray held him until Officer Har-

ish Mansharamani arrived and figured 
out who was the bad guy.
 The cop, Gray and the suspect all re-
turned to the scene of the crime, but the 
victim was no longer there. Seconds later, 
though, her call for help came over the 
police radio, and the victim soon ID’d 
her assailant, who still had the stolen 
phone on him. 

Continued from page 4

BLOTTER… Sept. 24, making off with a 
man’s jacket and money. The 
victim told cops that he was 
on N. Oxford Walk at 4:30 
am when the ghastly group 
descended. Again, one as-
sailant pretended to have a 
gun. Punches and kicks flew, 
and the unlucky man regained 
consciousness in the hospi-
tal — minus his stuff.

Something fishy
 A thief made off with a 
woman’s expensive stuff and 
spoiled her sushi to boot on 
Sept. 23.
 The victim was out for a 
late supper on Greene Ave-
nue near Fulton Street when 
two men sneaked up behind 
her and grabbed her purse off 
the back of her chair. And it 
wasn’t just any purse — the 
designer tote was valued at 
$800, not even including its 
contents: a wallet, iPod, pass-
port and makeup bag. 

School daze
 A 16-year-old who could 
have benefited from a day in 
school was apprehended for 
robbing and punching another 
teen on the corner of Rock-
well Place and DeKalb Av-
enue. 
 The studious victim was 
heading to the train after 
classes on Sept. 24, when his 
plundering peer approached 
and slugged him in the nose, 
then took his phone. Police 
arrested the little thug a few 
blocks away at Fulton Street 
and Ashland Avenue. 

High anxiety
 A thief gave a middle-aged 
man a reason to be worried 
when he stole a bag contain-
ing a computer and a bottle 
of anti-anxiety pills on Sept. 
22. 
 The victim said he was 
waiting in line at Prospect 
Drugs on Greene Avenue 
at around 11 am when he 
rested his tote on the floor. 
The crook passed by and 
grabbed it, getting a Mac-
book Pro and a filled pre-
scription for Lexapro.

On Target
 A black-clad sneak nabbed 
a woman’s wallet at the At-
lantic Avenue Target on Sept. 

25. 
 The victim was shopping 
at around 6 pm when she felt 
a rustle in her bag — but by 
the time she turned around, 
all she saw was a man in black 
fleeing out the door with her 
wallet, which contained cash 
and credit cards. 

Gate gate
 A burglar didn’t have to 
work hard on Sept 26, when 
he cleaned out two inattentive 
roommates in their Washing-
ton Avenue home.  
 The young men were do-
ing leisurely activities in and 
around the unit, which is near 
Myrtle Avenue — one was 
taking a shower, the other 
was out for a jog. After the 
jogger left the gate open on 
his way out, the thief en-
tered and grabbed a Mac-
book Pro, two cameras and a 
Blackberry smartphone. And 
he did it so quickly that the 
other roommate was still in 
the shower. 

Pizza panic
 The Lov-N-Oven Pizza on 
DeKalb Avenue isn’t a self-
service establishment, but a 
thief helped himself to a wal-
let from the counter on Sept. 
21.
 A middle-aged woman 
placed her wallet down for 
a moment at around 3:15 pm 
while she considered toppings 
at the pizza joint near St. Fe-
lix Street. By the time she 
was ready to order, she dis-
covered that she couldn’t pay 
for the pie because her Coach 
wallet, which contained cash 
and cards, was gone.

This is unholy!
 A bandit redefined blas-
phemy when he robbed a 
woman during a prayer ser-
vice on Sept. 23. 
 The victim, an out-of-
towner, left her bag inside a 
locked room at the Prevailing 
Word Ministries on Fulton 
Street, while she immersed 
herself in religion from 3 to 
7 pm. The unholy man got in 
and grabbed her purse, then 
took the Christ out of Christ-
mas by going on a shopping 
spree with her credit cards.
 — Sabrina Jaszi

St. Johns Place porter Shawn Gray 
near where he caught a mugger 
after chasing him three blocks.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Montague Street’s famed 
restaurant Armando’s is back 
in business — and so is its 
iconic lobster sign.
 The legendary 73-year-
old Brooklyn Heights eat-
ery returned after a year-
and-a-half hiatus, but even 
though the chefs were back 
in the kitchen churning out 
red sauce Italian on Sept. 28, 
the restaurant’s neon sign re-
mained in storage.
 That’s because Armando’s 
owner Peter Byros took down 
the light-up crustacean last 
March to make room for the 
short-lived Spicy Pickle sand-
wich joint — potentially los-
ing his grandfathered right 
to display such a sign on his-
toric Montague Street.
 But in a story first broken 
by the lobster-loving writers 
at the Brooklyn Heights Blog 
on Wednesday, the neon-
covered marquee has re-

there remain differences be-
tween the old Armando’s and 
the new Armando’s, admit-
ted manager Maria Byros.
 “We’re the same old place,” 
said Byros, who helped her 
father come out of retirement 
to reopen amidst a ground-
swell of support from the 
community. “But we just 
updated it a bit.”
 The revamped Arman-
do’s also features a new ex-
ecutive chef and an updated 
menu that includes many 
of the old-time favorites as 
well as new dishes includ-
ing risotto with duck confit 
and seasonal veggies ($14), 
roasted chicken with sweet 
corn, polenta and baby greens 
($17), and a tagliatelle with 
rabbit ragu ($14).
 Armando’s [143 Mon-
tague St. between Clinton 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 624-
7167].

The beloved lobster sign has returned to the Montague Street restaurant 
Armando’s.

 Peter Byros has reopened Armando’s on Montague Street 
in Brooklyn Heights.
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turned.
 But it’s unclear how. By-
ros had told The Brooklyn 
Paper earlier this year that 

he planned to remount the 
neon lobster, but a spokes-
woman from the Department 
of Buildings said the eatery 

has not yet filed the neces-
sary applications to re-install 
the much-loved icon.
 Though the sign is back, 
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CALL FOR A FREE, NO-OBLIGATION CONSULTATION  

  1-877-600-GRID(4743)

$400 off 
$200 off 

boilers

furnaces

FREE

SAVE MONEY – CUT ENERGY COSTS

hose of us who have lived in 
New York for a long time re-
member the all-too-recent days 

when crime was rampant, infrastruc-
ture was crumbling, services were 
diminishing and, indeed, the city 
itself seemed ungovernable.
 But today, the trend in all these 
— and so many other — spheres 
of public life is exactly the oppo-
site, thanks to the steady, indepen-
dent, visionary leadership of Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg.
 As such, the Community News-
paper Group, of which this news-
paper and its Web site are a part, 
heartily endorses the mayor for re-
election.
 Granted, Mayor Bloomberg’s quest 
for a third term has not been the pretti-
est thing to watch. First, the billionaire 
mayor, a former Democrat, renounced 
his Republican Party affiliation dur-
ing a flirtation with the presidency 
in 2008 as an independent.
 Then, when faced with the ob-
stacle of New York City’s two-term 
limit, he spent a considerable sum 
of money to overturn the inconve-
nient law.
 For many voters, that disquali-
fies Bloomberg from further ser-
vice.
 But for us, it is but a blemish on 
an otherwise stellar record.
 And in a head-to-head race against 
Comptroller Bill Thompson, there 
is no question who will serve the 
city better. Yes, Thompson is an 
able, intelligent official who has per-
formed well in all his prior service, 
but Mayor Bloomberg has a vastly 
superior track record and broader 
vision for the future.

•  •  •
he Bloomberg record is so im-
pressive that many of his suc-
cesses are taken for granted by 

the electorate. As such, they bear 
repeating:

 
Though the status quo fought it, may-
oral control of schools has proven 
to be the vital first step towards fix-
ing public schools and, more impor-
tant, restoring middle class voters’ 
confidence in them. Critics have 
carped that the Bloomberg-led sys-
tem fails to give parents sufficient 
voice — whatever that means — but 
the current arrangement is a night-
and-day improvement over the old 
Board of Education, which was not 
only less accountable to the public, 
but failed at its most basic mission: 

 Unfortunately, he doesn’t control 
the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority, though the Bloomberg cam-
paign has offered numerous propos-
als that would improve service and 
increase efficiency. His re-election 
would do more to shake the status 
quo at the MTA than anything   — 
perhaps encouraging the do-noth-
ings in Albany to move aside and 
give Bloomberg more control over 
the sclerotic regional agency.

•  •  •
nd the mayor’s most important 
quality is not even on this list: 
his independence. Though ev-

ery politician hypes his “indepen-
dence” from the special interests, 
Bloomberg is one of the few who 
actually has it.
 That independence has allowed 
him to take on so many of New York’s 
sacred cows: the MTA, unions, the 
entrenched Democratic machine and 
the state legislature. He’s cut the bud-
get in the tough times, but done so 
with minimal detriment to city ser-
vices. His keen business acumen, 
honed by years in the private sec-
tor and creating one of the most suc-
cessful financial companies in our 
nation’s history, has kept us ahead of 
other cities (and even states like Cal-
ifornia) and helped New York avoid 
mass layoffs, middle class flight and, 
most important, civic despair.
 And best of all, he’s not a poli-
tician.
 Indeed, critics complain that the 
mayor’s personal fortune is bank-
rolling his re-election and silencing 
democracy, but it is that wealth that 
frees Bloomberg from the affliction 
of so many other popularity-crav-
ing, poll-watching politicians. He 
can truly answer to the people of 
New York because he doesn’t need 
to answer to anyone else.

•  •  •
est we forget: The mayor took 
office with the smoke still bil-
lowing from the fallen Twin 

Towers. Certainly, he deserves praise 
for getting Washington to do its part 
to protect the nation’s main terror tar-
get. But his leadership goes beyond 
mere lobbying. Where other cities, 
under other leadership, might have 
collapsed after a 9-11–type attack 
— and the economic downturn that 
followed it — New York is strong 
because of Mike Bloomberg.
 So for these reasons, and so 
many others, we strongly endorse 
the mayor for a third term.

 
To his ill-informed critics, the mayor 
is a tool of developers who want to 
pillage our communities. But on the 
ground in the neighborhoods we 
cover, the mayor has moved ahead 
with zoning changes to preserve 
neighborhoods or revitalize com-
mercial areas, such as Carroll Gar-
dens and Fourth Avenue in Brook-
lyn, Jamaica in Queens or along the 
Grand Concourse in the Bronx. In 
such cases, we’ve seen the benefits of 
the mayor’s big-picture approach.
 And the mayor’s call for the con-
struction of tens of thousands of 
units of vitally needed new housing 
is the best example of his vision: His 
proposal calls for new construction 
and zoning changes mostly in areas 
that can support new housing — 
along key subway routes and with 
parks and other services thought 
about from the start.
 Concerning the sprawling Atlan-
tic Yards project in Brooklyn, the 
mayor’s team admitted long ago 
that it didn’t handle the develop-
ment properly and has since done 
a much better job.  That improve-
ment deserves praise.

 Voters can certainly 
take exception to the mayor and 
his former health commissioner 
Tom Frieden’s “Nanny State” ap-
proach to micro-managing our di-
ets, but no one has done more to re-
duce smoking, get trans-fats out of 
our diets and ensure the safety of 
restaurant food than this adminis-
tration. And you know what? It’s 
refreshing to have someone in the 
bully pulpit reminding residents to 
make proper food choices — and 
how those food choices affect indi-
viduals and our entire society. It’s 
simply good business: Obesity and 
preventable diseases cost all of us 
in the long run.

 The 
mayor understands better than the 
technocrats in Albany the importance 
of mass transit to New York City.

improving our schools and teach-
ing our kids.
 We are concerned that the mayor 
errs too much on the side of test-
ing to measure school and student 
achievement, but those tests do show 
that there has been substantial im-
provement. Plus, the mayor’s busi-
ness-like approach to the system has 
empowered principals to set their 
own local budget priorities and to 
demand excellence from teachers. 
That’s a plus for parents.

 In one vision-
ary sweep, the mayor created what 
residents needed for decades — a 
front door to the city’s vast bureau-
cracy. Of course, it’s not perfect — 
not every call about a pothole gets 
that pothole filled by the end of 
the business day — but never be-
fore did New Yorkers have a sim-
ple, easy, trackable way of regis-
tering their most basic complaints 
about a failing city service.

 That’s why more than 70 million 
— 70 million! — calls have been 
made to 311 since its inception.
 And remember this: Before 311, 
calls to City Hall were simply trans-
ferred to phones that just kept ring-
ing, and complaints — if they were 
taken down at all — went on some 
pile on someone else’s desk. The 
311 system ended that buck-pass-
ing forever.

 Mayor Giuliani deserves a 
great deal of credit for the successes 
that the NYPD had against crime 
in the 1990s, but Mayor Bloomberg 
has done the impossible — he’s ac-
tually cut crime even further. Mur-
ders are down to such lows that New 
York is not merely the safest big 
city — it’s one of the safest places 
in the country.
 It’s almost unbelievable: Crime 
is down 30 percent since he took 
office. And his heroic fight against 
illegal guns has made the mayor a 
national leader on the issue.

 Whatever 
you think about Al Gore, when the 
former vice president praises some-
one for leadership on the environ-
ment, it’s credible. Last month, Gore, 
a Democrat, praised Bloomberg in 
no uncertain terms: “I get a chance 
to work with mayors all over this 
country, and mayors in lots of other 
countries as well,” he said, “and I 
know real leadership on the envi-
ronment when I see it, and this is 
the real deal.”
 For us, the mayor’s leadership 
on the issue goes beyond his tree-
planting and adding hundreds of 
acres to the city park system.
 Through his innovative transpor-
tation commissioner, the mayor has 
installed hundreds of miles of bike 
lanes, worked to reduce pollution 
and increase energy efficiency in 
city-owned buildings, and create a 
solid waste disposal plan that put a 
cleaner face on the messy business 
of collecting our trash.

Mayor Bloomberg’s 
record and vision 
for the future is 
far better than Bill 
Thompson’s.
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HEALTH, MIND
 & BODY

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

PECHEFSKY FOR CITY COUNCIL
THE SPEAKER IS THE ISSUE

The most important decision Council Members are likely 
to make is how they vote for Council Speaker 

when they �rst take of�ce.

This is because the Speaker has a stranglehold 
on power in the Council. 

I believe those of us running for City Council should 
commit to a set of principles on their vote for Speaker.

I call on Democratic nominee Brad Lander to publicly 
state his principles. Here are mine.

I will not vote for Speaker a Council Member who voted to overturn the two-term limit and give 
him/herself and Mayor Bloomberg the opportunity to run for a third term.
I will vote for Speaker a Council Member who will commit to the following:
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David Pechefsky, Green Party Candidate for City Council District 39

• reforming the member-item (discretionary-funding) system to make it more equitable 
and/or based on district needs;

• reducing the number of committees and eliminating the stipends that come with 
being committee chair;

• allowing committee chairs to hire their own staff and have authority over the 
committee agenda;

• decentralizing the budget process by allowing votes on components of the 
budget in committee;

• establishing an independent commission that would set the rules for hiring, compensation, 
promotion, and retention of legislative staff. 

pechefskyforcitycouncil.com

October 8, 9, & 10
9am-4pm

Queens
115-40 Dunkirk St.
St. Albans, NY 11412
p: 718.291.5969
f: 718.291.5992

Long Island
277 Old Country Rd.
Hicksville, NY 11802
p: 516.935.5300
f: 516.935.5322

1 (800) NEMO-TILE
www.nemotile.com

2ND ANNUAL
NEMO TILE
FALL WAREHOUSE SALE

visit website for directions
over 200,000 sf of porcelain 

tile, 15,000 sf of glass tile, 

and over 70,000 decos

and listellos

ish organizations in the area” and that they didn’t intend 
to convert anyone to their cause.
 “We are not here to convince anyone — we are here to 
warn them. That’s our duty,” said Megan Phelps-Roper, 
23, from behind a police barricade.
 Unsurprisingly, Park Slopers didn’t take kindly to 
Westboro’s message.
 The scores of counter-protesters mocked the fundamen-
talist group with homemade signs stating “Jesus had two 
dads” and “God hates cotton-polyester blends.” Others 
exchanged insults with the religious group and chanted: 
“Go home.”
 But the most climactic moment came when Andy Bach-
man, the rabbi at Congregation Beth Elohim, climbed 
the steps in front of his synagogue and blew the shofar 
— a ceremonial horn used to announce major events and 
often tooted around the Jewish New Year.
 “As a native of Wisconsin, I must say that they are 
giving the Midwest a bad name,” said Bachman, who 
later directed Brooklynites to raise their thumbs to their 
noses and wiggle their fingers at the protesters.
 After teasing the Westboro demonstrators, Bachman 
commended the Park Slope community for coming together 
en masse against the anti-gay, anti-Semitic group.
 “I hope this is only the beginning of our efforts to 
drive out hatred and bigotry,” he said.
 About two hours after leaving Park Slope, the West-
boro demonstrators staged a second protest in front of 
the Kane Street Synagogue in Cobble Hill, where they 
used many of the same signs, the same chants and the 
same tactics to advance their message.
 “The Holocaust is going to look like a tea party when 
God is done with you hard-hearted Jews!” Shirley Phelps-
Roper shouted in front of the temple.
 She also sang a rendition of the Beatles song “Hey 
Jude” with the lyrics changed to “God hates Jews.” 
 There were fewer counter-protesters in Cobble Hill, 
but at times the exchanges between both sides grew more 
heated than they did in Park Slope.
 But while some Brooklynites traded insults with the 
Kansans, others found the seven Westboro protesters — 
including two children — to be more depressing than 
infuriating.
 “It’s just sad to see young children being indoctrinated 
into hatred,” said Kane Street Synagogue congregant 
Vicky Vossen.
 Two days earlier, the Westboro church members staked 
out a position across the street from Brooklyn Techni-
cal HS in Fort Greene, and mostly offered an anti-gay 
message.
 About five members of the Westboro Baptist Church, 
whose mission is represented clearly in its Web site ad-
dress, www.godhatesfags.com, rallied for about 15 min-
utes outside the Fort Greene Place school, holding signs 
reading, “Fags are beasts” and “God is your enemy.”
 But the students were ready for them, holding a far-
better-attended counter-protest. There was no violence, 
as police kept both sides apart.
 “I find it disgusting that people can come to a public 
school, especially one as diverse as Brooklyn Tech, and 
express hate,” said James, 17, who declined to give his 
last name.
 It is unclear why the church chose Brooklyn Tech, but 
its Web site suggested that the school teaches that “it’s 
OK to be gay.”
 “WBC will teach the rebels of Brooklyn what good looks 
like, and you had better behave,” the church said.
 During the protest, students remained across the street 
from the protesters, some yelling, “Go home!” and holding 
signs and stickers promoting tolerance. Students were an-
gry, but peaceful, about the church group’s presence. 
 “Hating people is not really a good thing,” said Ahmed 
Muhsin, 16, a junior. “[The group] is trying to get atten-
tion. It’s really stupid. I don’t know why they’re doing 
it.”
 Not only students, but some adults were part of the 
counter-protest against the church group.
 “We are a diverse community,” said Jennifer Marik, 
a Clinton Hill resident. “We welcome everyone. Their 
hate does not belong in my city.”
 Brooklyn Tech’s principal Randy Asher couldn’t ex-
plain why the anti-gay and anti-Jewish protesters targeted 
his school. He surmised that Tech is one of the largest 
schools in the city with a diverse and multicultural stu-
dent body.
 “I’m disappointed that anybody would advocate hate,” 
he said. “My students responded accordingly with a coun-
ter-protest. They were calm and civil about it. They were 
angered and frustrated by the statements by the other 
group.” He also added, “These are some of the best stu-
dents in the country so I would expect no less.”
 Similarly, Bachman said he had no idea why the Bap-
tist fringe group targeted local shuls.
 “If you look at their Web site, they are equal opportu-
nity haters,” he said. “They are living inside some kind a 
time warp in which they feel they have the legitimacy to 
speak on an ancient Biblical notion of what God wanted or, 
more precisely, what ancient people thought God wanted 
from humanity.
 “They have ignored the last 3,000 years of develop-
ment of human civilization — that’s what makes their 
message so shocking,” he added.
 The Anti-Defamation League, which has been mon-
itoring the group for several years, said that Westboro 
tends to protest groups that “they think support homo-
sexuality or otherwise subvert what they believe is God’s 
law.”

Continued from page 1

BIGOTS…

 • The total amount of income earned by Brooklynites 
fell nearly three percent, from $83.4 billion last year to 
$81 billion this year. Incomes citywide dropped slightly 
more at 3.2 percent.
 “The decline, the first in at least 40 years, demonstrat[es] 
the severity and depth of the current recession,” said 
Chamber President Carl Hum. “These are indeed very 
tough economic times.”
 That said, there is a slightly lilting melody buried in 
this steady drumbeat of bad news.
 The job losses in the borough — mostly in the con-
struction and manufacturing sector — were partially off-
set by a gain of about 2,500 jobs in health care and social 
assistance. Also, our tourism sector has been strong.
 “Brooklyn is like the rest of the city and nation in that 
there’s some jobs loss particularly in the finance, con-
struction and manufacturing, but Brooklyn is unlike the 
nation and city in that we’re seeing job gains in profes-
sional services, accommodation, food services and de-
sign firms,” Hum said.
 As a result, the report predicted that employment lev-
els will remain flat in the hotel and restaurant business 
this year, even though that sector is experiencing a de-
cline elsewhere.
 So it’s not all bad news, apparently.
 “Even though our economy continues to contract, job 
losses in Brooklyn continue to be at a far slower pace 
than the rest of the city,” said James Parrott, chief econ-
omist for the Fiscal Policy Institute, which prepared the 
Chamber report.

Liu by a strong majority.
 Yassky refused to specu-
late about his future in pol-
itics.
 “For the rest of the year, I 
intend to focus on completing 
my service to the district,” 
he told The Brooklyn Paper 
on Wednesday. “In the short 
term, I’m going to get a few 
good night’s sleep. Then I’ll 
think about my future.”
 When The Paper pressed 
Yassky about whether that fu-
ture included another run at 
elective office, he resisted.
 “Honestly, I just finished 
an intense effort,” he said. 
“I’m pretty tired out from 
that. I need to recharge.”
 He said that the key to his 
loss to Liu, who had the back-
ing of the city’s key labor 
unions, was low turnout.
 “It’s very difficult to win 
a citywide election with only 
225,000 voters,” Yassky said. 
“With all of organized labor 
on his side, our job was to in-
crease turnout above the very 
anemic level that it proved 
to be. But we did not do that 
nearly enough.”
 Turnout was indeed low 
in both races, with DeBlasio 
chalking up about 139,000 
votes to Green’s 83,000, and 

Liu winning about 127,000 
votes to Yassky’s 101,000, 
though final vote totals will 
take a few days to tabulate.
 DeBlasio focused on four 
priorities: improving schools, 
spurring affordable housing, 
protecting “the vulnerable 

members of our society,” and 
fostering better relations be-
tween the NYPD and New 
York residents, he said.
 Liu, the son of Chinese im-
migrants, thanked a crowd of 
supporters at United Feder-
ation of Teachers headquar-
ters in Manhattan and said he 
would fight for better schools, 
transportation, and job cre-
ation.

Continued from page 1
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BAD NEWS

For many, this woman’s T-shirt said it all.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 One of Downtown Brook-
lyn’s busiest corners will be-
come a pedestrian oasis when 
the city constructs a public 
plaza at Hoyt and Schermer-

horn streets.
 The Department of Trans-
portation is planning a 17-foot 
wide by 70-foot long piazza 
with seating and bike racks 
in front of the main entrance 
to the Hoyt–Schermerhorn 

train station, giving pedes-
trians more space to walk in 
an area where sidewalks are 
often obstructed by parked 
police cars.
 The plaza will be pro-
tected from traffic and new 

cycling routes on Schermer-
horn Street by a row of pot-
ted plants. 
 “This won’t just provide 
some room to breathe on a 
stretch of sidewalk that is 
notoriously congested, but 
it will also taking back some 
rare public space in Down-
town Brooklyn that does lit-
tle more than sit under cars 
all day,” said Wiley Norvell, 
a spokesman for Transpor-
tation Altneratives.
 Construction might begin 
as early as November. 
 The move was not only 
motivated by a desire to get 
the police cars to find le-

Downtown’s latest residen-
tial strip between Smith and 
Nevins streets.

gal parking, but to accom-
modate scores of new resi-
dents along what has become 

The city plans to banish cars and widen the side-
walk near the Hoyt–Schermerhorn subway station.
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CAREGIVERS WANTED! 
WITH CAR A PLUS !!

For job inquiries please call 646-214-2085

ADVERTISING SALES

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

MEDICAL HELP WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Help Kids in Need

(718) 488-9100
Save Your Home or Business

BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY

Low, Low Fees

The Law Offices of Glenn S. Kessler
BANKRUPTCY ONLY BANKRUPTCY

32 Court St., Suite 704, Bklyn, NY
853 7th Ave. Suite 8D, New York, NY

In L.I., (516) 216-7409

www.debtfreenyc.com

ATTORNEYS

COMPUTERS

COMPUTER REPAIR

917-769-7440

PHYSICIANS

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS
PROFESSIONAL

WOMEN’S GROUP
Professional women’s  

monthly group meetings 
focusing on personal/
professional issues. 

Opportunities for individual  
& educational counseling.
Dr. Isabel D. Pascale,Ed.D.

ipascale@nyc.rr.com
(718) 624-2131

Gladys Stolerman, L.C.S.W
gladysstolerman@aol.com

(718) 596-5728
Ist Meeting 9/18, 3rd Fri.  
each mo. 7:30-9:30pm 

75 Henry St.
Community Room

www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

Dyker Heights
OPEN HOUSE

SUN, OCT. 4, 1-3 PM
1241 77th Street

(Btwn 12th & 13th Aves)

Magician & Comical Nerd

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue
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Looking for New 

Customers?

Do You Need 
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We Can
Help!
Call 

718-260-2588

Updating daily!
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Looking for new 
customers?

Do you need more 
business?

We can help!

Call 718-260-2588
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Call (718)The Brooklyn Classifieds

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
Siding  Windows  Roofing  Fences
Kitchens  Baths  Basements  Decks
Doors  Awnings  Patio Enclosures
Brick Pointing  Concrete Stucco

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

FALL SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

Broken or Missing
Balusters/Spindles

Weak or Broken Steps
(Treads, Stringers or Risers)

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

InsuredLicense #
904813

CARPENTRY PLUS

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

Must be presented
at time of estimate

for a free estimate

CHRIS MULLINS

Renovation & Remodeling
Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 

Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 
Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens

Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

        

We Carry A Full Line of 
Do-It-Yourself 

Exterminating Supplies

$100 OFF Any Termite Treatment

Baby, it's cold

INSIDE!
IF YOUR HOUSE:

please call us today for a
Home Energy Assessment.

Foam Insulation Specialists

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

BATHTUB REGLAZING

ESTATE
PURCHASES

FLOORS

A Complete Floor Service... 

 

FURNITURE
REPAIR

 

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone

www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Plumbing, Electrical and Tile Work. 
Windows and Doors replacement. 
All types of finished carpentry.

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

www.ejmovers.com
USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

HAIDER
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
For Low Prices & Quality Work

Call Anytime!
Sheetrock
Plastering
Taping
Tile Work
Paperhanging
Design
Carpentry

Free Estimates

718-437-2368
917-539-8168

Est. 1995

 
718-209-0907

i

i .

Best Prices Around!  Free Estimates • Lic. #1275894

We Specialize in Waterproofing. All Types of Roofing
Cement Work • Brick • Pressure Cleaning

Fully Insured • Residential/Commercial
No Job Too Big...No Job Too Small

 

We Stop 
Leaks!

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A39

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654
Excellent References

R.F.K.
Interior Finishes, LLC.

Insured
Free Estimates

Interior & Exterior Renovation

Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs 
Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle 

Roofs  New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights 
Roofing  Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

L32-10

BENSON ROOFING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT EST. 1992

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449

718-594-5333

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~
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Updating daily!
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