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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Norah Jones, whose smooth, 
soul-searching songs have pulled 
on America’s heartstrings, might 
have a new superlative to add to 
her resume: Architectural revo-
lutionary.
 The singer, who became an 
international star with her 2002 
album, “Come Away with Me,” 
has won her battle to transform 
the windowless side wall of her 
Amity Street mansion by punch-
ing out 10 windows. Earlier this 
year, Jones’s decorator got local 
and city approval to do some mi-
nor renovation work to the rear of 
her building, which is inside the 
Cobble Hill Historic District — 
but then came back in Novem-
ber with an amended plan to add 
10 windows to the wall.

 Approval was granted — in-
deed, the window work was called 
“minor” — without another round 
of public hearings.
 To fight back, the Cobble Hill 
Association is now saying that 
there are at least 70 houses in-
side the historic district that have 
similarly windowless walls — 
so if Jones is allowed to set a 
precedent, the resulting dom-
ino effect could change Cobble 
Hill forever.
 The renovations are “com-
pletely inconsistent with the 
character of the Cobble Hill 
Historic District, especially for 
early 19th-century structures of 
this kind,” said Roy Sloane, the 
president of the Cobble Hill As-
sociation. 
 Most Cobble Hill rowhouses 
— including Jones’s house be-

tween Henry and Clinton streets 
— were built from 1827 to 1845 
in the Greek Revival style, which 
is noted for a tendency to shun 
ostentation in the hopes of 
preserving privacy. The aus-
tere houses have been mostly 
untouched since the landmark 
designation in 1970.
 The addition of numerous 
windows to the exposed sides of 
the houses throughout the neigh-
borhood would seem to run con-
trary to this aesthetic, though 
Jones herself has defended them 
as not “out of character” with 
Cobble Hill.
 And a spokeswoman for the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission agreed. 
 “Some people think the ren-
ovations are terrific,” said Lisi 
de Bourbon, the spokeswoman. 

“They add depth and visual in-
terest to a blank wall.”
 But Sloane said the only in-
terest he had was in fairness. 
If Jones succeeds, it will send 
a message to all wealthy hom-
eowners that all they need to do 
is hire top-notch designers who 
have the know-how and influ-
ence to take advantage of the 
“loophole” of amending earlier-
approved plans, as Jones’s archi-
tect did.
 Sloane also suggested that the 
Landmarks agency may have al-
lowed Jones’s renovations with 
a wink and a nod because of 
her celebrity — a claim that the 
agency denied.
 “Our regulations allow this 
type of work,” de Bourbon said. 
“There were no loopholes.”

Cobble Hill group: Neighbors will 
be Jonesing for Norah’s windows

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 State officials have offered an odd excuse for 
not revealing how they determined the market 
value of a critical piece of property in the Atlan-
tic Yards footprint: They can’t talk right now be-
cause they’re probably going to be sued again. 
 This week, the Empire State Development 
Corporation used that argument in denying 
The Brooklyn Paper’s “Freedom of Information 

Law” request for details about how 
the agency determined that Daniel 
Goldstein’s three-bedroom apart-
ment on Pacific Street is worth 
$510,000 — $80,000 less than the 
Atlantic Yards opponent paid for 
it six years ago.
 “Certain responsive materials 

which were prepared in anticipation 
of litigation are exempted from dis-

closure,” the agency said in a formal 
FOIL rejection letter to The Brooklyn Paper.
 The denial came as no surprise to Goldstein 
(pictured), who is the lone holdout in a Pacific 
Street building that the state wants to turn over 
to developer Bruce Ratner so he can construct 

By Sabrina Jaszi
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Williamsburg bicyclists — you 
win some and then you lose some.
 The Department of Transporta-
tion removed a popular bike lane 
on Bedford Avenue this week, en-
raging cyclists and their main ad-
vocacy group — but the city said 
it made the adjustment because cy-
clists have other routes to the Wil-
liamsburg Bridge, including the lane 
on nearby Kent Avenue.

 “A small portion of this lane is be-
ing removed as part of ongoing bike 
network adjustments in the area,“ 
said Transportation spokesman Seth 

Solomonow, citing the two-way pro-
tected lane on Kent Avenue and a 
barrier-protected connector lane on 
nearby Williamsburg Street.  
 The “small portion” in question is 
actually a congested 15-block stretch 
of Bedford Avenue from Flushing 
Avenue to Division Street, which 
was painted over on Tuesday. 
 A spokesman for Transportation 
Alternatives was livid.
 “When it comes to bike lanes, we 
don’t believe in redundancy,” said the 

spokesman, Wiley Norvell. “The ar-
gument that [removing the lane] is jus-
tifiable because there is another bike 
lane nearby doesn’t take into account 
the heavy traffic on Bedford.” 
 On the avenue, riders responded 
with anger and frustration.
 “That sucks,” said one cyclist, 
whose words were almost immedi-
ately echoed by fellow pedal-pusher 
Maya Pedersen. 
 “It’s annoying because this is the 
way I sort of have to go,” added Ped-

ersen, who commutes daily via the 
Williamsburg Bridge. 
 Pedersen said she might start us-
ing the double-wide lane on Kent Av-
enue, but artist Mikolaj Szoska said 
he’ll keep riding down Bedford.
 Transportation Alternatives is 
urging two-wheelers to stake their 
claim to the thruway, regardless of 
the changes. 
 “Bikes are allowed on a road 
whether or not there is a bike lane,” 
said Norvell.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

Many of us are reading about the H1N1 virus and local inoculation efforts. But so few of us 
are getting actual accounts of the process from actual 8-year-old girls. So, finally, The Brook-
lyn Paper offers this first-hand telling of the trauma of the H1N1 nasal injection.

NOSE CAN DO!
After shot, they’re not feeling swine

for The Brooklyn Paper

 Have you ever gotten a shot? 
How about up your nose?
 All of us had gotten needles 
before, and we definitely didn’t 
like them. So most of our class-
mates were relieved to hear that 
we would be getting the flu shot 
with a nose pump.
 But we didn’t like it. While 

we were on line waiting for our 
shot, we felt like we were at an 
orphanage waiting on line for a 
spanking. 
 It was worse watching all the 
other kids come out from the of-
fice with their red faces and their 
eyes watering.
 Then it was our turn. The 
pump felt like getting water up 

your nose — except the water 
doesn’t come out!
 All the other kids were saying 
that they were relieved, but we were 
not! The pump was crazy. Yes, we 
were happy that it was over. 
 But then they told us the bad 
news: We get another shot in four 
weeks. — Addie Lovell 

and Jane Kuntzman

Singer Norah Jones’s Cobble Hill 
neighbors worry that work on her 
house will set a precedent.
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Jones — a Brooklyn native — wants to punch 10 win-
dows in this wall, an offense to historic preservation, 
some say.
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FOILed AGAIN!

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 The crackdown by State De-
partment of Labor officials on 25 
Park Slope restaurants last month 
has been the talk of the neigh-
borhood, but few in the famously 
liberal enclave have dared to ad-
dress the real dirty secret lurk-
ing behind the kitchen door: The 
bulk of restaurant workers are 
not only enduring long hours 
and low wages, but they’re here 
illegally.
 The Labor Department crack-
down at the eateries was limited 

able without such a steady, de-
pendable labor pool. 
 “They are the most dedicated 
workers,” said one chef who was 
not caught in the wage crack-
down. “They’re here to work. 
They’re not here to f— around, 
as opposed to some culinary kid 
just out of school who has some-
thing to prove.”
 Restaurateurs have a size-
able workforce to look to — 
there are roughly 925,000 un-
documented immigrants in New 
York State, the vast majority in 
the metropolitan area, accord-
ing to a 2009 study by the Pew 
Research Center. 
 Still, despite the huge chunk 
of New Yorkers living in a le-
gal gray area, Slopers professed 
shock at the news that so many 
restaurants right around the cor-
ner were accused of underpaying 
their workers — some of whom 
got just $2.75 per hour, or $4.50 
per hour below the minimum 
wage.
 “I was sad because those were 
places I had gone to,” said Da-
vid Chorlian last week. “I was 
stupidly surprised that this hap-
pened.”
 The anonymous Park Slope 

to wages — but even some of 
the restaurateurs slapped with 
fines said the state is ignoring 
the much larger problem.
 “The elephant in the room is 
that all these restaurants use un-
documented labor,” said Irene 
Lo Re, the owner of Aunt Suz-
ie’s, which was fined for alleg-
edly underpaying workers.
 While conducting the sweep, 
the Department of Labor wasn’t 
concerned with workers’ immi-
gration status, but restaurant 
owners sure are. Their entire 
operations would be unthink-

 I’m 28 years old. I make $260 a week wash-
ing dishes, and doing delivery house-to-house. 
Normally, I work from 11:30 am to 11:30 pm 
six days a week. Nothing has changed since the 
Labor Department came through. But we don’t 
know if tomorrow, or the next day, everything 
will change. I’ve worked only six months here. 
 The bosses have been nicer. Before the crack-

down, things were different. They told us we 
couldn’t eat, that we couldn’t take anything, that 
it was a problem. Now that many things have hap-
pened in the last couple of weeks, they’ve told 
us we can eat from 4 to 10 and when we want a 
soda, we can take it. Things have changed. But 
the hours haven’t changed. It’s a lot of work.

State probe outs Slope pay fraud
Restaurants paid as 
little as $2.75 per hour
By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 First, Park Slope residents had 
to feel bad about eating non-or-
ganic food and having a high 
carbon footprint. Now, they even 
have to confront their liberal 
guilt when ordering in.
 Last week, the state Labor 
Department claimed that  25 
Slope restaurants  underpaid 
their mostly immigrant work-
ers as little as $2.75 per hour — 
a charge that has left Park Slope 
reeling, as customers struggle 
to reconcile their political sym-
pathies with their appetites.
 Much-loved stalwarts such as 
Aunt Suzie’s, Taqueria, Bogota, 
Sette, Coco Roco, Olive Vine, 
Uncle Moe’s and Bagel World 
were caught in the dragnet, 
which included fines and nego-
tiated settlements that stemmed 
from more than $910,000 in al-
legedly underpaid wages.

 “Wage theft happens not only 
in dimly lit factories or grim de-
pressed neighborhoods,” state 
Labor Commissioner Patricia 
Smith said in a statement. “Even 
our very nicest neighborhoods 
sometimes have sweatshops on 
their main streets.”
 The investigation — which 
comes in the wake of a sweep 
 earlier in the year in Bushwick  
— came only as a result of ca-
sual conversations that Labor 
Department workers, who hap-
pen to live in Park Slope, had 
with their food deliverymen.
 Eventually, 16 investigators 
descended on the neighborhood, 

More than two dozen Park Slope restaurants were slapped by 
the state Labor Department last week for allegedly underpay-
ing their workers and deliverymen. And where’s the helmet?
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See PARK  on page 6

SEE PAGE 6

One worker speaks

Labor sweep turns up dirty secret

Last week’s top story.

An illegal immigrant from Guatemala who works at one of the restaurants cited last 
month by the Labor Department for underpaying employees spoke to Brooklyn Paper 
reporter Stephen Brown — in Spanish — about his situation. Here is his story, as trans-
lated by Brown:

See WORKER on page 12 See ALIEN on page 12

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A cat-loving Cobble Hill 
man whose valiant effort to 
save a lost feline last year was 
misinterpreted as the rantings 
of a crazy person has sued the 
hospital that medicated him 
in a way “normally reserved 
for violent psychiatric pa-
tients.”
 Chris Muth, aka “the Cat 
Man,” made headlines in July, 
2008, when he got thrown into 
the psych ward of Long Is-

land College Hospital for six 
days after his attempt to rescue 
Rumi, a friend’s feline who had 
fallen behind a wall in Muth’s 
Court Street apartment.  
 Muth’s alleged delusion 
was indeed real — so over the 
summer, he bared his claws 
against LICH, suing the hos-
pital and 11 of its workers for 
$260,000.
 “I could really use the 
money right now,” Muth said 
the other day. “My whole fam-
ily is cash-strapped.”

 A spokeswoman for LICH 
said that the hospital does not 
comment on ongoing litiga-
tion.
 The famed saga of the Cat 
Man began that July. Muth was 
cat-sitting when he realized 
the pussy had plunged down a 
30-foot shaft and was trapped. 
That’s when Muth became a 
man consumed, a man who 
cared more for felines than 
his fellow man, he became … 
the Cat Man. 

Sues hospital for locking him in nuthouse

CAT MAN SUES: Chris Muth, aka, the Cat Man, 
has sued Long Island College Hospital, which he 
claims mistreated his alleged mental illness.
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Muth when Rumi was saved. 

City erases Bedford Avenue bike lane
See CAT MAN on page 15

See FOIL on page 15

See NORAH on page 15
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EDITORIAL – SEE PAGE 6

Park Slope elementary school kids Addie Lovell (left) and Jane Kuntzman did not like 
the through-the-nose swine flu inoculation.
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           THE NORTH FLATBUSH AVENUE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
WELCOMES YOU TO OUR

Holiday Celebration on Flatbush Avenue
Kickoff at NOON with BP Marty Markowitz and Santa at 478 Flatbush Avenue (in front of Pintchik’s) 

Wave to SANTA on his rickshaw

What better gift  
for the holidays 
than the gift of life! 

Be a blood donor today!
BusMobile located in front 

of Kings Pharmacy
(357 Flatbush Ave.)

2 pm to 8 pm
Free goody-filled tote bag 

for volunteer donors!

FREE 

candy canes 

from our 

elves
FREE photos with Santa

FACE

PAINTING  

by Bert at  

Healthy Nibbles  

(305 Flatbush  

Ave.)

Discount offers and giveaways from 
participating merchants

SEMIANNUAL
RED WINE

SALE
GOING ON NOW!
Sale ends New Year’s Day
(While supplies last. No further 

discounts on sale items.)

Tastings are held 
every Thurs–Sat 

from 6–9pm
Come in and join us 

for a drink

LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE

MEI CHI LIQUOR
391 FLATBUSH AVENUE

Between Sterling Place & Eighth Avenue

   (718) 622-1403

We specialize in upscale wines & liquors

“So much more than Mexican...”

and kitchen

Holiday 
Fiestas
Book now & receive  

a complimentary  
$50 gift card

Burrito Bar
Holiday Fiesta

Monday, Dec. 21
All of our loyal patrons  
and groupies invited!

  COMPLIMENTARY
  BUFFET 
  from 5–7pm

307 Flatbush Avenue
(Corner of Prospect Place)
718-230-TOGO (8646)

www.burritobarbrooklyn.com

BUENO!

dao palate
pan-asian vegan cuisine

We serve beer, wine & sake
FREE DELIVERY (min. $8)

OPEN SEVEN DAYS FOR 
LUNCH AND DINNER

329 Flatbush Ave. (near Seventh Ave.)
718-638-1995/1998

www.daopalatevegan.com
Credit Card min. $15

LO
CKSMITH

ALL STAR

&
HARDWARE

FAST 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

LOCKOUT
SERVICE

718-622-0100
284 Flatbush Ave.

(between Prospect Pl. & Seventh Ave.)

Commerical Stationers
Fax Center
Canon Color Copier

LARGE SELECTION OF  
HOLIDAY CARDS IN STOCK NOW

PARK HEIGHTS 
STATIONERS & 
COPY CENTER

Authorized FedEx Shipping Center

164 Park Place
(Flatbush & Seventh Ave)

(718) 398-0202
Monday–Friday: 9 am to 7:30 pm

Saturday: 10 am to 7:30 pm
Sunday: 12 pm to 5 pm

9$ 99

PINTCHIKPINTCHIK

 SKU 8059

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

from the 
North Flatbush  

Avenue BID
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 A building that was once dubbed “one of the last suc-
cess stories of the great boom” is already undergoing 
repairs to its leaky facade less than two years after con-
struction was finished.
 Scaffolding now covers half of the “green” condo 
building at 515 Fifth Ave. as workers fix leaks in what 
one worker called “a bad waterproofing issue.”
 “They did a bad job on the building,” said the worker. 
“They’re using this foam stuff [an artificial material 
called Parex] and a skin coat of cement. That’s what they 
use with all these buildings. You go to all the buildings 
on Fourth Avenue, you see this.”
 The building’s architect, Joanna Frank, didn’t make it 
sound that bad, calling the work just “maintenance on the 
facade,” but she abruptly cut off the conversation, say-
ing, “This all sounds very gossipy. I don’t want to dis-
cuss this anymore with you” before the line went dead.
 Frank and her partner Aida Stoddard started Bright 
City Development in 2005, and the building at the cor-
ner of 13th Street is the company’s first project.
 The residence is a showcase of green construction 
trends, featuring sustainable bamboo flooring and cab-
inets, no-toxicity paints and varnishes, low-water toi-
lets, EnergyStar-rated appliances, a green roof and so-
lar-powered outside lighting.
 Buyers have certainly responded. All 15 units in the 
six-story building have sold, prompting Brownstoner, 
a real-estate Web site, to call it “one of the last success 
stories of the great boom.”
 One resident, Rebecca Wexler, said she likes the build-
ing, but wouldn’t go that far.
 “Overall, it’s been great living here, but it’s unfor-
tunate that the facade problem came up so soon after it 
was built,” she said. — with Aaron Short

PARK SLOPE WILLIAMSBURG

WINDSOR TERRACE

85 Court Street  in Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!

OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home Delivery within Bklyn

10% OFF
All Store Merchandise With This Ad

Room 
Heaters

$21.99 & up

Huge selection of 
Christmas Decorations

Bows, lights & more!

$29.99 & up

PLUS

ELECTRIC
Hanukkah
Menorahs

HAPPY HANUKKAH
from American Housewares

JEWELS BY SATNICK’S

Super 
Holiday Sale

187 STATE STREET
(Between Court and Boerum St.)

up to 75% OFF*
Suggested Retail Price

ON ALL 14KT. GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER
JEWELRY, WATCHES AND GIFTWARE

Store Hours: Mon-Fri, 10am to 6:30pm,
Saturday, 11am to 5pm

Open Sundays from 12 to 5pm

  718-852-1421   

Brooklyn’s Most Trusted Jeweler!!!
***All sales are final and may not be combined with any other discount or previous sale. Engage-

ment rings, Designer Jewelry, antiques/watches, custom orders and special orders are excluded from 
this sale.  Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come – first serve basis. Lay-a-ways 
and merchandise bought before Nov. 21st does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th, 2007                                                 

Welcome to Esteem 
Salon! We are 
offering 30% OFF 
all services and 50% 
OFF all stock and 
custom hair units.

Our highly-skilled 
technicians will 
provide you with 
all aspects of 
non-surgical hair 
replacement, 
related services, 
extensions, cutting, 
styling and coloring. 
Absolute discretion 
guaranteed.

Esteem Salon
1994 CONEY ISLAND AVENUE

(Between Quentin and Avenue P)

718-336-1414
We are open 7 days a week from 9 am–8 pm

ALL YOUR HAIR 
REPLACEMENT

NEEDS

BEFORE
AFTER

BEFORE
AFTER

FREE SERVICE JUST FOR WALKING IN!

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

DENTISTS

HEALTH, MIND & BODY

Saint Francis Xavier
Christmas Fair

Saturday, Dec. 5th, 2009
10 am to 5 pm

Gifts, Crafts, Handmade Items,
Flea, Wreaths, Decorations
Saint Francis Xavier Lyceum
President Street between
Sixth and Seventh avenue

- RADIO DISPATCH -
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

BOO278

FAMILY CAR SERVICE
24 HOURS

718-596-0688
718-596-0677
718-596-0664
718-596-1532
718-596-1248 CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

✰ ✰

The green building at Fifth Avenue and 13th 
Street is just two years old, but its facade is al-
ready being repaired.
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Full CB1 shoots down Kent Ave towers

A developer’s bid to build this three-tower, 800-unit complex on the South 
Williamsburg waterfront was shot down by Community Board 1 this week.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Cyclists and pedestrians 
— and horseback riders — 
are already hailing the still-
unfinished transformation of 
the perilous traffic circle at 
the southwest corner of Pros-
pect Park, but some drivers 
are still getting a hang of the 
overhauled traffic pattern.
 The 72nd Precinct re-
ported this week that there’s 
been a surge in “minor acci-
dents” in Park Circle as baf-

fled Brooklyn drivers strug-
gle to understand the new 
maze of narrower roadways, 
bike lanes, pedestrian islands 
and crosswalks.
 But the months-long ren-
ovations — which are remi-
niscent of those done last year 
in equally confusing Grand 
Army Plaza — are a welcome 
change for the roundabout, 
which was more of a pedes-
trian nightmare than an en-
trance into Prospect Park. 
 “I bike to work everyday 

and dealt with this mess,” said 
Michael Konstalid, a mem-
ber of Community Board 7. 
“I feel so much safer now.”
 The work began as an off-
shoot of complaints about 
traffic by Stable Brooklyn, 
a community group that sug-
gested improvements in the 
circle.
 “The city came to us and 
said, ‘What do you want?’ ” 
said Shalom Brody, who of-
ten bikes into the park. “It’s 
really gone well.”

 Still, there are a few kinks 
to be ironed out, including 
the finishing touches on bike 
lanes and the addition of more 
street signs explaining the 
new pattern.
 But for the vast majority of 
park-goers who visit on foot, 
the entrance is a tremendous 
improvement. Prior to the 
renovations, walking across 
the roadway that led out of 
the circle onto Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway and Ocean 
Parkway was a near-death 

experience. Now the circle 
is so well organized that a 
pedestrian bridge spanning 
the ramp may be obsolete. 
 And for those arriving on 
two wheels, the new bike 
paths in and out of the park 
make the journey to Ocean 
Parkway much easier, and the 
previously neglected green 
space in the center of the cir-
cle has been put to better use 
as a through way for horses 
from the nearby Kensington 
Stables.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 A developer’s bid for a 
glitzy, 800-unit mixed-use 
apartment complex along 
the Williamsburg waterfront 
tripped at the first hurdle on 
Tuesday night when the local 
community board rejected it 
31–8.
 Members of Community 
Board 1 objected strongly to 
the project — dubbed “Rose 
Plaza on the River” — because 
it would reserve only 20 per-
cent of its condo units as be-
low-market-rate housing.
 Board members also com-
plained that 95 percent of the 
complex’s units are studios, 
and one- or two-bedrooms.
 “Is this what you think 
our community needs?” said  
Rabbi David Niederman, a 
board member and president 
of the United Jewish Orga-
nization. At an earlier meet-
ing last week, Niederman had 
called the project “another 
development that gentrifies 
a community that is suffer-
ing already from a lack of 
housing.”
 The waterfront site is cur-
rently zoned for manufac-
turing and houses a lumber 
warehouse and a parking lot. 
The developers are seeking a 
residential rezoning so they 
can build a 3.7-acre complex 
with 801 units in three tow-
ers of 18, 24, and 29 stories. 
The site is bordered by Kent 
Avenue on the east, Division 
Avenue on the south and the 
Schaefer Landing complex 
to the north.
 Rose Plaza is bigger, bulk-
ier and will provide more 
housing than its neighbor to 
the north, which has towers 
of 15 and 26 stories for a to-
tal of 210 units. 
 Luxury condos have 
sprouted up in Williams-
burg and Greenpoint since 

the contentious 2005 rezon-
ing of the waterfront commu-
nities, a zoning change that 
allowed developers to build 
30-story towers as long as 
they have big enough lots and 
provide public space. Since 
the rezoning took effect, con-
dos towers like the 29-story 
Northside Piers near N. Fifth 
Street, the 30-story Edge be-
tween N. Fifth and N. Seventh 
streets, and Ismael Leyva’s 
proposed 40-story tower on 
West Street near India Street 
have become the norm.
 The Rose Plaza site was 
not included in that rezoning, 
which brought the develop-
ment team to the community 
board, which takes a first crack 
at city land-use changes.
 Members of the CB1 land-
use committee had sought 

improvements in the project 
last week, including setting 
aside 33 percent of the project 
for below-market-rate hous-
ing and creating some larger 
units for families. 
 “I didn’t think the com-
mittee vote was ‘no way,’ we 
just want to see the project to 
become better,” committee 
Chairman Ward Dennis said 
at that hearing. “The open 
space is a little more than re-
quired by law and we have 
always pushed for 40-per-
cent affordable housing for 
new projects. All that you 
are offering is the standard, 
the minimum [of affordable 
units], you are looking for 
wavers on the height of the 
towers, and what do we get 
in return?”
 In return, Howard Weiss, 

the attorney representing the 
would-be developers Abra-
ham and Isack Rosenberg, 
said that Rose Plaza would 
include retail and restaurant 
space, an underground park-
ing garage to fit 496 cars, an 
extension of S. 11th Street 
west of Kent Avenue to serve 
as a visual corridor, plus pub-
lic space in the form of a wa-
terfront esplanade. 
 “The public space and af-
fordable housing shows that 
we care about the commu-
nity,” said Weiss, adding that 
the construction of housing 
in what is currently a man-
ufacturing site would “bring 
life and create jobs.”
 To be able to do so, though, 
the developers need that the 
rezoning, which would cap 
the towers at 185 feet, unless 
the lot can be reconfigured. 
Rose Plaza would not be the 
first development to get such 
a waiver, but that didn’t mat-
ter to some panelists.  
 “You’re not special,” said 
Heather Roslund, a member 
of the committee. “I don’t 
buy it.”
 Speaking of buying things, 
Dennis pointed out, Rose 
Plaza would add 800 units 
to the 2,500 new apartments 
that are expected to be on the 
market by the end of the year 
and another 2,500 by the end 
of 2010.
 But Weiss was not de-
terred.
 “By the time the project 
is built, the market will have 
changed — and we will be 
offering waterfront real es-
tate,” said Weiss.
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 The 51-year-old victim told 
cops that she was not inside 
the unit, which is between 
Sackett and Degraw streets, 
from 8 am until 5 pm, when 
she returned to find that the 
$450 in jewelry was gone.

It’s Chinatown
 Gunmen burst into a 13th 
Street business on Nov. 27 
and stole more than $4,000 
from the terrified workers.
 Cops said that three em-
ployees were inside the of-
fice, which is near the Gow-
anus Canal, at around 6:30 
pm when the first of three 
thugs entered, immediately 
pulled out his black handgun 
and ordered everyone to the 
floor.
 That’s when two more 
vicious accomplices en-
tered and rifled the work-
ers’ pockets, kicking their 
victims for good measure.
 The perps collected the 
cash and cellphones and 
fled.

Con gamed
 Cops collared a car thief 
after catching him with bur-
glars tools and a navigation 
system that he allegedly just 
taken from a BMW parked on 
Third Street on Nov. 28.
 Cops say they saw the 
49-year-old perp break into 
the car and take the Garmin 
digital mapping device at 
around 8 am near Fifth Av-
enue.

Other car talk
 Only two vehicles were 
reported stolen last week, a 
surprisingly low number for 
the 78th Precinct. Here are 
the details:

-
outh from Fifth Street be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues sometime between noon 
on Nov. 28 and just after mid-
night the next day. Cops val-
ued the “car” at $100.

-
cycle from Baltic Street be-
tween Nov. 18 and Nov. 29. 
The owner told cops that he 
left the Yamaha chopper be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

iPunch
 Those fancy iPhones are 
so nice that sometimes play-
ing with them gets pretty dis-
tracting.
 That’s what one man dis-
covered on Nov. 24 when a 
young woman took advan-
tage of his diverted attention 
on the Q train and tried to 
swipe the expensive device 
from his hand as the train 
pulled into Dekalb Avenue 
at around 4 pm.
 The phone-loving man re-
sisted, and was met with re-
peated punches to the face 
by his 16-year-old tormen-
tor.
 She f led without the 
phone, though it is unclear 
whether her brief attack ru-
ined the man’s shot at a high 
score.

Knife strife
 Three vicious thugs 
mugged a senior at knife-
point near Fourth Avenue 
and Pacific Street early on 
Nov. 27.
 The victim told police 
that she was walking near 
the subway nexus when one 
man jumped from behind a 
car, pulled a knife and de-
manded money.
 Two other equally armed 
jerks then came up from be-
hind, and the woman surren-
dered the $80.

Safe not secure
 At least two burglars found 
work last week. Here’s a 
round-up:

Schermerhorn Street apart-
ment, taking $400 and med-
ication — and the tenant 
told cops that only he and 
the building’s security team 
had access to the apartment, 
which is between Smith and 
Hoyt streets. He told cops 
that the crime could have oc-
curred several days before 
Nov. 25, when he reported 
the crime.

-
pensive electronics from a 
DUMBO apartment some-
time between Nov. 21 and 23, 
when the 36-year-old victim 
returned to his home between 

Pearl Street and Anchorage 
Place and found that a Play-
station, Wii, MacBook and 
a jacket were missing.

Car jackings
 Two Cobble Hill vehi-
cles were reported swiped 
last week:

picked up off Wyckoff Street 
between Court and Smith 
streets sometime between 
8 am on Nov. 22 and 11 pm 
on Nov. 23. 

was reported stolen from 
Schermerhorn Street over-
night on Nov. 25. The owner 
told cops that she’d parked 
the behemoth between Court 
and Smith streets.
 — Andy Campbell

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hell phones
 Thieves were swiping cell-
phones all over the place last 
week. Here are the reports:

woman in the back of the head 
and snatched her phone at the 
corner of Cumberland Street 
and Green Avenue at around 
3:30 pm on Nov. 23.

turned violent on Nov. 24, 
when a thief snatched a wom-
an’s iPod and cellphone, only 
to fight a losing battle against 
the victim’s boyfriend and 
friend. Cops say that the 
thief made his move around 
3:30 pm at the Atlantic-Pa-
cific stop, but the victim’s 
friends gave chase, even-
tually catching up with the 
attacker and forcing him to 
give up the goods before the 
criminal escaped.

of a man immersed in an e-
book on his iPhone, snatching 
the hip piece of technology 
and making his getaway on 
a bike on Nov. 24. The vic-
tim said he was reading at the 
corner of DeKalb and Wash-
ington avenues around 8:15 
pm when the thief grabbed 
the phone. It is unclear what 
story was so engrossing.

man in the back of the head, 
stealing with his iPhone at the 
corner of Lafayette Avenue 
and St. James Place around 
1 am on Nov. 21. 

-
berry from a woman’s hands 
on the C train on Nov. 26. 
The victim told cops that her 
attacker grabbed the phone 
as the doors opened at the 
Clinton/Washington station 
at around 5:45 pm.

Burg report
 The holidays are here, and 
so are the thieves. Here’s a 
round-up of some thieves’ 
pre-Christmas presence:

a woman’s Lafayette Avenue 
bedroom and eloped with 
nearly $1,500 in computer 
gear — all while the victim 
was fast asleep in the apart-
ment between Grand and 
Classon avenues on Nov. 
23.

and stole a slick navigation 
system and laptop on Nov. 
22. The victim told cops that 
she parked her car on Hanson 
Place between Elliot Place 
and Portland Avenue around 
1 pm and returned five hours 
later to find the stuff gone.

to open a car parked on Hall 
Street between Willoughby 
and DeKalb avenues and 
make off with a purse and 
two credit cards. The vic-
tim said the thief must have 
jimmied open the door be-
tween 7 pm on Nov. 25 and 
12:30 pm the next day. The 
next day, $250 in unauthor-
ized charges turned up on 
her credit cards. 

window of a car parked on 
Lefferts Place between St. 
James Place and Grand Av-
enue and made off with the 
owner’s phone, wallet and 
camera on Nov. 27. The vic-
tim said he was away from 
his Lincoln Towncar from 
only 7 pm to 8:30 pm.
 — Stephen Brown

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Legion haul
 A bar rat took advantage of 
a dancing queen from Down 
Under by taking the young 
woman’s pocketbook at Le-
gion early on Nov. 29. 
 The Australian citizen told 
cops that her purse could have 
been taken anytime between 
12:05 and 3:30 am, when she 
was caught up in the groove 
inside the bar, which is at the 
corner of Metropolitan Ave-
nue and Humboldt Street.
 While she was twisting, 
the thief boogied off with her 
purse from a bench, getting 
an iPod and a Samsung dig-
ital camera. 

Florida foul
 A thug lifted a Hyundai 
Elantra from Union Avenue 
overnight on Nov. 24.
 The victim, a Florida resi-
dent, told police that she left 
her four-door in the spot near 

S. Third Street at 9:30 pm, 
but it was gone by 7 the next 
morning. 

Holes in one
 A burrowing burglar at-
tempted to steal the revenue 
of a sports facility on Lee 
Avenue during the Nov. 27 
weekend.
 An office worker at Metro 
SportsMed Physical Ther-
apy said he left the build-
ing, which is near Wilson 
Street, at 4 pm, but returned 
after the weekend to discover 
that a thief had cut through a 
second-floor wall into a room 
where the money is typically 
kept.
 The only problem is that 
this time, the money had been 
secured elsewhere — putting 
this would-be thief truly in 
the hole.

Gravy train
 A J train purse-snatcher 
grabbed a German woman’s 
valuables on Nov. 29.
 The plotting assailant be-
gan the crime at the Canal 
Street station in Manhat-
tan at about 5:30 pm, ask-
ing the victim for directions. 
But the criminal didn’t make 
her move until Hewes Street, 
when she grabbed the pocket-
book and ran from the car.
 The victim lost her wal-
let, a digital camera, credit 
cards and cash.
 — Sabrina Jaszi

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Pizza the action
 Cops nabbed the pettiest of 
petty thieves: a man who al-
legedly stole little more than 
loose change from the House 
of Pizza and Calzone on Nov. 
10.
 Police said they were 
watching the legendary home 
of the best calzone in the area 
because its owner reported 
prior thefts of the few dol-
lars in change that he typi-
cally leaves in the drawer of 
the Union Street pizzeria.
 Sure enough, at around 1 
am, the thief again entered — 
but this time, Officer Anna 
Carrasco was there waiting 
for him.

Strip club
 Two men were arrested af-
ter cops caught them strip-
ping a car on President Street 
on Nov. 24.
 Police said they collared 
the two 27-year-olds between 
Court and Smith streets at 
around 12:39 am after find-
ing them with burglars tools 
and two catalytic convert-
ers.

Bad time
 A thief took advantage of 
a Degraw Street woman’s 
three-day vacation, break-
ing into her home and steal-

and jewelry.
 The victim told cops that 
she was not home between 
Nov. 25 and Nov. 28, when 
she got a call from her credit 
card company telling her 
about some weird charges.
 That’s when she called a 
neighbor on the block be-
tween Hoyt and Smith streets, 
who let herself in with a key to 
discover the appalling scene: 
the place had been ransacked, 

had been removed, and thou-
sands of dollars in jewelry 
were gone.

Oykea
 A thief took advantage of 
an Ikea shopper who wanted 
to play with her child for just 
a few minutes on Nov. 28.
 The shopper told cops 
that she was inside the Beard 
Street behemoth at around 
4:25 pm when she left her 
purse on a table while she 
entertained her kid.
 When she returned her at-
tention to the $1,500 Chanel 
bag, it was gone.
 The thief also got $400 
and various cards.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Photo shoot
 A trio of thugs turned a 
midnight photo op into a 
photo not on Nov. 25.
 The victims, a young cou-
ple, were snapping pictures 
of the Manhattan skyline at 
Kent Avenue and N. Eighth 
Street when three men ap-
proached from behind at 
around 1 am.
  “I’ll shoot you,” one of 
them said as he slammed one 
victim onto the ground. The 
three made a not-so-pretty 
picture patting down the pair 
and coming up with a wal-
let and an iPhone. They es-
caped in a white Lincoln. 

By a whisker
 Police are looking for 
the mustachioed man who 
robbed an apartment on Nas-
sau Avenue on Nov. 23.
 The victim told cops that 
she left her home, which is 
near Leonard Street, at 8:50 
am and returned at 2:30 pm 
when her neighbors told her 
that they’d seen the bristly 
burglar fleeing with her Ap-
ple laptop and some jew-
elry.

Was it OJ?
 A burglar cleaned out a 
Jackson Street apartment on 
Nov. 27 — and left behind 
an unusual calling card.
 The victim told cops that 
she left the apartment, which 
is near Woodpoint Road, at 
around 3 pm and returned just 
after midnight to find that 
a thief had taken her cam-
corder, laptop, camera and 
an digital music player from 
the basement bedrooms.
 The only thing he left be-
hind was a blood stain on the 
bedroom wall. 

Turkey shoot
 While families were stuff-
ing in the pie this Thanksgiv-
ing, car thieves were feast-
ing on Greenpoint’s vehicles, 
and not leaving any leftovers. 
Here are the fatty details:

-
cury Sable from Greenpoint 
Avenue near Franklin Street. 
The driver — who left it there 
from midnight to about 4:45 
am — also lost his sneakers, 
iPod and some earrings.

1 and 11 am, another larce-
nist took a new Ford van from 
Nassau Avenue near Haus-
man Street. 

-
tinued the next night, when 
a thug picked up some dark 
meat: a black Acura parked 
on Calyer Street near Banker 
Street. The theft occurred be-
tween 11 pm on Nov. 27 and 
2:30 am the next morning, 
cops said.
 — Sabrina Jaszi

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Poker raid
 A pair of handgun-toting 
hustlers are being sought for 
raiding a not-so-high stakes 
card game in a Bay Ridge 
Parkway basement on Nov. 
23.
 Officials said that the two 
men barged into the apart-
ment, which is near 11th Av-
enue, at about 10:45 pm, sur-
prising three card players and 
a fourth man who was sleep-
ing.
 One of the armed men pis-
tol-whipped all four victims 
as his accomplice brawled 
with one of the players.
 After swiping $400 from 
the poker table, the suspects 
fled. Police said that the card 
players suffered cuts and 
scrapes.

Bloody Sunday
 A man was shot in the hip 
when a verbal dispute turned 
ugly on 93rd Street on Nov. 
29.
 Police said that the vic-
tim was near Third Avenue 
at around 4:30 am when he 
got into the argument with 
the unidentified gunman.
 Witnesses said that the 
gunman fired one round and 
ran off, leaving the victim 
splayed out on the ground. He 
was treated for his wound, but 
then found himself in even 
more trouble, as cops charged 
with possession of marijuana, 
which was allegedly found 
in his pockets.

KO’d for phone
 A 15-year-old boy was 
knocked unconscious and 
robbed of his cellphone on 
Third Avenue on Nov. 23.
 The victim told police that 
he was nearing 83rd Street 
as he made his way home 
from school at 3:10 pm when 
a thief struck him in the back 
of the head with a bottle.
 The victim said he blacked 
out, but when he was revived, 
he discovered that his T-Mo-
bile Sidekick was missing.
 — Thomas Tracy
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Don’t stand in 
the Post Office line!
Get it shipped fast at Shippers Express
When it comes to 
your packaging and 
shipping needs, we 
treat every parcel 
as precious cargo. 
Whatever you want 
to ship, from a single 
letter to a giant tub of 
homemade cookies, we’ll box, wrap, insure and 
ship your items using the most efficient, cost effec-
tive method available.

Come see us for your holiday mailings!

Domestic & International Shipping

41 Schermerhorn St. (off Court St.)

  

   

 
 

 

Loose Dentures?
GO AHEAD...
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, have the 
“Mini-Implant System” placed in less than two 
hours, then go out and enjoy your favorite lunch. 
No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony  
on ABC & Fox News

one-step, non-surgical procedure.

Insurance coverage)

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant.

*ONLY $595
FOR DENTURE!

Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI

Call today for your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St – Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd – Staten Island
www.oraldentalcare.com

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

 An Eighth Avenue man 
came home on Nov. 27 to find 
a thug cowering behind his 
bedroom door — and his lap-
top computer in a bag about 
to be swiped.
 The almost-victim told 
cops that he returned to the 
apartment, which is between 
Union Street and Berkeley 
Place, at around 2 pm to find 
the front door open and the 
thief hiding.
 Nearby was the already 
bagged laptop.
 When the 33-year-old ten-
ant asked what was going on, 
the thief replied, “I live on 
the fourth floor” before flee-
ing.

Heavy metal
 A construction worker 
cursed out and battered a man 
— for no apparent reason — 
as he walked past the Fourth 
Avenue job site on Nov. 27.
 The victim told cops that 
he was near Seventh Street 
with his family at around 
12:30 pm when the worker 
yelled out something, attract-
ing his attention.
 When he went to investi-
gate, the worker raised the 
ante by alluding to the vic-
tim’s sexual relationship 
with his mother and toss-
ing a metal panel at him.
 When the victim picked up 
the panel — for fingerprints, 
he told cops — the worker 
went even more ballistic. A 
struggle for the panel ensued, 
and the victim ended up with 
bruises to his hand.
 Cops are looking for the 
rogue worker.

Family jewel
 A burglar bashed his way 
into a Fifth Avenue apartment 
on Nov. 23, stealing hundreds 
of dollars in jewelry.
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Our shutterbug caught the moon rising over a 
statue in Grand Army Plaza last week.
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Cold Weather Tips: 
Save Energy. Save Money. 
Stay Warm.

Conservation is a smart energy strategy year round. Frigid weather brings its own challenges 

for New Yorkers, and these cold weather tips offer ways to help you keep warm, save energy 

and get help with energy bills.

CONSERVE

     energy and money. Learn more at www.conEd.com/energyefficiency or call 

     1-877-870-6118.

www.conEd.com and www.getenergysmart.org, the web site

     of NYSERDA

GET HELP 

1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633) if you’re having trouble paying your energy bill.

     colder months are less of a burden.

     fund at 1-877-480-SHARE

     1-800-692-0557 in NYC or 1-914-995-5619 in Westchester County.

     to 1-212-844-0110.

STAY SAFE

1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633). 

1-800-75-CONED (1-800-752-6633) or online 

     at www.conEd.com.

1-800-75-CONED 

     (1-800-752-6633)

     pipe or manhole cover, or it is caused by a leak.

Visit conEd.com for 100+ tips to go green and save 
green. Find us at facebook.com/powerofgreen.



Recent scienti�c studies* have found that high RN caseloads put 

patients at greater risk for complications. The Brooklyn Hospital 

is unwilling to agree to a balance of RNs to patients that would 

promote safe patient care. Is this keeping Brooklyn healthy?

The hospital is demanding pay cuts from its most experienced nurses, 

the ones with 25 or more years of service, and who have the most 

on-the-job expertise and knowledge. The hospital is also refusing to 

bring RNs’ salaries up to levels competitive with surrounding Brooklyn 

hospitals. This is causing more nurses to leave the facility and makes it 

dif�cult to replace them. Is this keeping Brooklyn healthy?

Ask the management of The Brooklyn Hospital Center to listen to 

its RNs.

• Increase the number of RNs working in patient care areas!

• Provide RNs with the compensation they have earned, at levels 

competitive with neighboring hospitals!

*“Hospital Nurse Staf�ng and Patient Mortality, Nurse Burnout, and Job Dissatisfaction,” 
Journal of the American Medical Association, 2002; “Nurse-Staf�ng Levels and the 
Quality of Care in Hospitals,” New England Journal of Medicine, 2002; Health Care at 
the Crossroads: Strategies for Addressing the Evolving Nursing Crisis, Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, 2002.

Let’s really keep Brooklyn healthy!

Call Brooklyn Hospital Center 
CEO Dr. Richard Becker 
at 718-250-8005 today 

and ask him to listen to his RNs!

The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center: 

Keeping Brooklyn 
Healthy?

Advocating for patients. Advancing the profession.
www.nysna.org
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he city was wrong to remove the 
bike lane on Bedford Avenue this 
week.

 As cyclists ourselves, we have often 
supported the Department of Trans-
portation’s largely successful effort to 
encourage more bike commuting. But 
we have also been critical of the city’s 
sometimes willy-nilly installation of 
bike lanes in places where they sim-
ply do not belong.
 For the most part during this sur-
prisingly controversial ongoing story, 
we have been on the cyclists’ side.
 The problem is, it’s not always been 
so clear what side that is.
 In many neighborhoods, the city has 
laid down bike lanes with a complete 
disregard for traffic patterns or even a 
basic consideration of the already dan-
gerous dance between cars and pedes-
trians.
 The bike lane on Jay Street in Down-
town Brooklyn, for example, cuts 
through one of the most congested ar-
eas of the borough. By putting a bike 
lane there, the city is, in effect, en-

 Bedford Avenue between Flushing 
Avenue and Division Street is just such 
a case. Along those 15 blocks, Bed-
ford Avenue cuts through a residen-
tial neighborhood. Our on-the-ground 
experience has shown that wide, one-
way avenues such as Bedford are ideal 
places for bike lanes. Indeed, this cy-
cling path already terminated at Di-
vision Street, where Bedford Avenue 
narrows and can no longer safely ac-
commodate bikers.
 The Department of Transportation 
told The Brooklyn Paper this week that 
the Bedford Avenue bike lane was elim-
inated because cyclists have been given 
a superior alternative: the two-way pro-
tected bike lane on Kent Avenue, two 
avenues to the west of Bedford. While 
that lane is truly outstanding, it is cer-
tainly not enough for a neighborhood 
with one of the highest percentages of 
bike commuters.
 The goal of bike lanes is to encour-
age cyclists to stick to safe routes. The 
Bedford Avenue bike lane did just that. 
The city was wrong to remove it.

couraging bicyclists to take on buses, 
cars and thousands of jaywalking pe-
destrians. In this case, we have long 
argued with cycling advocacy groups 
and called for the bike lane to be re-
moved.
 But in other areas, new city bike 
lanes have been a boon to bicycle com-
muting, adding a sense of security and 
ownership that cyclists long lacked in 
this car-choked borough. Even in the 
face of some local objection, we have 
supported such lanes.

More bike lanes —  
in the proper places — 
are needed.

LETTERS

To the editor,
 It is disturbing that some Park Slope 
eateries may be underpaying their deliv-
ery workers (“Labor pains; State probe 
outs Slope pay fraud,” Nov. 27), but a 
boycott will not be an effective method 
of expressing dissatisfaction with this 
practice.
 Such action would only hurt those 
wronged by the restaurants. I think the 
embarrassing media attention combined 
with the penalties assessed by the De-
partment of Labor will persuade these 
establishments to correct any unfair 
compensation.
 Perhaps the best support that can be 
shown for these workers is the contin-
ued use of their services and a gener-
ous gratuity.
 David Terhune, Carroll Gardens

To the editor,
 I appreciate that you printed my let-
ter last week (“Healthy anger,” Nov. 
27), but the way you edited it suggested 
that when I charged that Congress had 
shown a “lack of leadership and mon-
umental cowardice” that I was specif-
ically singling out Rep. Mike McMa-
hon (D–Bay Ridge). I was not.  
 It is clear in my full-length com-
ment online that I am calling out most 
of Congress, including its Democratic 
“leadership,” Sen. John Kerry, and Pres-
ident Obama for not taking on the for-
profit health insurance companies.
 These “leaders” are putting their 
own job security over the health se-
curity of the entire nation, particularly 
our children, many of whom will still 
slip through the cracks in this grossly 
complex health care bill and system.
 Doug Biviano, Brooklyn Heights

To the editor,
 In your anniversary issue story about 
the biggest stories of the past 30 years 
(“The stories we told,” Nov. 20), your 
item on Brooklyn Bridge Park did not 
do the project justice.
 In 2010, with the openings of Piers 
1 and 6, Brooklyn Bridge Park will 
double in size, and we will have taken 
a long-awaited step in reclaiming one 
of the most majestic waterfront in the 
world. Pier 1 will add 6 new acres of 
park including 1,300 feet of prome-
nade along the East River, and 2-1/2 
acres of lawn with sweeping views of 
the New York harbor, the Manhattan 
skyline, and the Brooklyn Bridge.
 A dramatic granite prospect made 
from stone salvaged from the Roosevelt 
Island Bridge will cascade from the 
two lawns to the 30-foot-wide water-
front promenade. There will also be a 
small playground with swings, spring 
rockers, and stainless steel climbing 
domes for young children.
 Pier 6 will add about seven acres of 
new park, including a 1.6-acre desti-
nation playground that includes long 

 In New York, with our built-in “blue 
highways,” ferries are our easiest, cheap-
est and greenest option for expanding 
mass transit access to the waterfront. I 
chaired the Council Committee on Wa-
terfronts for four years, and we put for-
ward a plan for ferry service all along 
the East River as part of our broader 
vision of a revitalized waterfront. New 
York Water Taxi has begun to realize 
that vision, but a private company can-
not be expected to sustain losses indef-
initely. The city should make a firm, 
long-term commitment to subsidized 
ferry service. 
 David Yassky, Brooklyn Heights

The writer is a City Councilman for 
27 more days.

To the editor,
 New York City residents missed out 
on Walmart’s offering a $20 meal for 
eight people this Thanksgiving.
 This includes a 12-pound turkey at 40 
cents per pound, along with discounts 
on vegetables, cranberry sauce, stuff-
ing, potatoes, dinner rolls and pump-
kin pie. The unemployed, seniors, and 
others less fortunate suffered as a re-
sult of narrow-minded councilmem-
bers who refuse to allow Walmart the 
opportunity to open stores within the 
five boroughs.
 In 2009, millions of Americans 
cashed over half a billion dollars worth 
of stimulus checks at Walmart, which 
offers generic drugs for $4 and three 
months of medicine for $10. The com-
pany has also shared more than $2 bil-
lion in profits with employees as bo-
nuses, reduced prices of more than 
16,000 back-to-school clothing items 
and supplies.
 Isn’t it time to let consumers — rather 
than Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
and her colleagues — make the deci-
sion on what to buy and where to shop 
rather than?
 Larry Penner, Great Neck, N.Y.

To the editor,
 I read your story about the new, wider 
Kosciuszko Bridge (“The billion dollar 
bridge,” Nov. 13)  and thought, “When 
will we ever learn?”
 It has been proven over and over that 
adding lanes never solves congestion, 
but just invites more!
 Cities such as Denver are adding 
mass transit (light rail) lanes to their 
interstate highway system. More vehi-
cle lanes means more accidents, more 
carbon dioxide poison, more respira-
tory problems.
 What we need is a rail tunnel/rail 
barge system from New Jersey to Brook-
lyn. That would dramatically reduce 
truck traffic.
 Why spend $1 billion to avoid in-
telligently solving this problem?  
 Raymond Howell, 
 Brooklyn Heights

rope swings, a slide mountain that 
empty into a large sand box, a wa-
ter-play area, climbing structure, and 
a boulder mountain. A 30-foot-wide 
wide promenade will feature views of 
lower Manhattan and New York Har-
bor.
 A park concession building with 
a 1,000-square-foot restaurant and 
roof top deck, three sand volleyball 
courts, and a dog run will also be con-
structed.
 The uplands of Piers 1 and 2, open-
ing later in the spring, will include a 
salt marsh, tidal pool, and boat ramp. 
The salt marsh, to be located on the 
southern edge of Pier 1, is designed to 
provide a naturalistic shoreline while 
creating a biologically productive tidal 
ecosystem. Native Smooth Cord Grass 
will be the habitats primary plant. Rip 
rap and reclaimed granite stones from 
the Willis Avenue Bridge will create 
a new shoreline. A boat ramp on Pier 
2 will be one of several access points 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park for non-mo-
torized craft, allowing kayakers and 
rowers access to the East River and 
12 acres of calm water boating in the 
park.
 So while The Brooklyn Paper does 
get it right that Brooklyn Bridge Park 
has been one of the most significant 
stories of the past three decades, for 
you to minimize the above as “rela-
tively simple open space construction” 
strains credulity.
 Nancy Webster,  
 Brooklyn Heights

The writer is acting executive direc-
tor of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 

Conservancy.

To the editor,
 Your initial online article on the pos-
sible interruption of East River Ferry 
service (“This whole situation is ferry 
confusing,” online, Nov. 30, did not fully 
make clear my belief that the service 
needs government subsidy in order to 
continue — and that the city should 
provide this subsidy. 
 Public transportation is almost im-
possible to operate profitably without 
subsidy. Subways need subsidy. Buses 
need subsidy. So do ferries. Any ur-
ban planner will tell you that one of 
the best investments a city can make 
is in expanding its transportation net-
work.

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and include 
the writer’s home ad dress and phone 
number (only the writer’s name and neigh-
bor hood are published with the letter). 

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
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 At long last, the Hanukkah dreidel is get-
ting the respect it deserves.
 The four-sided, Hebrew-letter-covered spinning 
top typically plays a minor role in the annual Fes-
tival of Light, but Williamsburg bar owner Eric 

Harris Pavony wants to 
change all that through 
Major League Dreidel, 
the first “professional” 
sports “league” for the 
nation’s top dreidelers. 
 On Dec. 12, MLD 
Knishioner Pavony 
will bring his pros — 
and also the arena, the 
“Spinagogue” — to the 

Knitting Factory for an evening of competition 
the likes of which the world hasn’t seen since 
the days of the Second Temple.
 “MLD validates the dreidel as a bona-fide 
sport — and its elite are recognized and re-
spected like professional athletes,” Pavony said. 
“However, they are paid in chocolate money.”
 This is definitely not your zeyda’s dreidel. Un-
like traditional contests, where contestants wait 
to see the Hebrew letter on which the top will 
fall, MLD athletes compete to keep the dreidel 
rotating for the longest amount of time.
 “Some of the best spinners are non-Jews,” 
said Pavony. 
 Spoken like a true spinmeister.
 Major League Dreidel at the Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529-6696], Satur-
day, Dec. 12, 8 pm. — Aaron Short

 If you buy a $15 ticket to next Thursday’s 
concert for health care reform, you’ll not only 
“raise awareness” about “greedy insurance com-
panies” that are trying to “take away” the single-
payer option, but you’ll also help The Brooklyn 
Paper’s ad revenue!
 Yes, in that ultimate 
win-win for America 
and print journalism, 
Brooklyn folk/indie 
group KaiserCartel is 
bringing together a 
dozen fellow artists to 
raise cash to buy radio, 
TV and print advertising 
in support of a single-payer health care plan.
 And this won’t just be a boring ol’ evening 
of sitting around the campfire singing Obam-
acare versions of “Kumbaya.” There’ll also be 
an appearance by a live doctor — songwriter 
Benjamin Cartel’s mom — and other surprise 
guests. But the music comes first.
 “They’re working on a song about health-
care,” promised KaiserCartel’s manager, Pa-
trice Fehlen, though the much-anticipated song 
is still being finalized (try this: “health care 
reform” rhymes with “heal the deformed”).
 “Brooklyn Sings for Health Care Reform” 
at The Bell House [149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], Thursday, Dec. 10, 7:30 pm, $12 
advance.  — Andy Campbell

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

ndy Williams called it “the most won-
derful time of the year,” but if you’re 
like us, there are just too many things 

going on — too many presents to buy, too 
many open-bar holiday parties, too many 
concerts, too much mistletoe — to fully 
enjoy those crazy weeks between Thanks-
giving and New Years. But this year, it’s 
going to be different because you’ll have 
The Brooklyn Paper’s indispensable guide 
to the holiday events that are worth 
your time. So go, drink heartily 
from the cup of mirth served up 
on these pages.

 Look, with the economy 
the way it is, the best gift 
you get will be the one you 
give yourself. The good news, 
of course, is that there are plenty of great 
holiday sales and bazaars with selections 
ranging from designer fashion to home-
made art.

Park Slope’s version of Black Friday, the 
third annual Snowflake Celebration on 
Dec. 10. Stores along Seventh Avenue will 
stay open late and unleash an onslaught 
of deals for customers. There’ll be free 
wine, discount prices and the finest ke-
bab carts in the area to encourage you to 
shop until you drop. You can even toss 
the kids at the free child-care area.
 “Snowflake Celebration” on Seventh 
Avenue begins at 7 pm on Thursday, Dec. 
10. For a full list of participants, visit buyin-
brooklyn.com.

rejoice! More than 120 Brooklyn artisans 
will fight for your attention on two floors 
packed with custom clothing, jewelry, food, 
toys and textiles at the 3rd Ward art epi-
center in Bushwick.
 3rd Ward [195 Morgan Ave. between 
Meadow and Stagg streets, (347) 223-
5954], Dec. 12; noon to 6 pm. For info, visit 
www.3rdward.com.

 If the latkes are on the stove, Brown-
stone Brooklyn’s rival Jewish groups are 
battling once again for menorah bragging 
rights.
 The action starts on the first night of 
Hanukkah, Dec. 11, when Rabbi Aaron 
Raskin’s Congregation B’nai Avraham in 
Brooklyn Heights lights its 29-foot meno-
rah outside Borough Hall. Then, a half-
hour later, Rabbi Shimon Hecht of Con-
gregation B’nai Jacob tries to one-up him 
with a 30-foot display at Grand Army 
Plaza. If there’s a tie, the winner is the 
rabbi who can convince notoriously ac-
rophobic Borough President Markowitz 
to get in the cherry picker.
 Menorah lightings on Dec. 11 in Cad-
man Plaza (Court Street at Montague 
Street) and in Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West).

 The borough’s official Christmas tree 
lighting is on Dec. 8 at Borough Hall. If 

previous year’s festivities are any indica-
tion, expect Borough President Markowitz 
to make a joke about how Jewish he is be-
fore flipping the switch on what is always 
the best tree in town. If you can’t wait for 
Tuesday, head for J.J. Byrne Park this Sat-
urday for the Fifth Avenue Business Im-
provement District’s annual affair.
 Borough Hall [209 Joralemon St. at 
Court Street in Downtown, (718) 802-
3700], Dec. 8; 5:30 pm; J.J. Byrne Park 
[Fifth Avenue between Third and Fourth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], Dec. 
5; 5 pm.

 So what if the calendar says it’s time for 
some tradition? Plenty of venues are offer-
ing way out ways to mark the season:

hall, we were wasted in Prague. But that 
great tradition continues on Dec. 12 when 
Kris Kringle heads for the Radegast beer 
garden in Williamsburg to pose with kids, 
parents and plenty of mugs of ale.

 Santa at Radegast Hall [113 N. Third St. 
at Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3973], Dec. 12, 11 am-1 pm. For info, visit 
www.radegasthall.com.

“Eternal Christmas: A Yuletide Dream-
land 2009” say they got it from a dream: 
a home filled with birds of prey, Egyp-
tian goddesses, smoking volcanoes and 
platters of cookies. It’s not much of a de-
scription, but the Flaming Fire Art Col-
lective promises confusion and awe on 
your next bad (art) trip.
  “Temple of the Dying King” storefront 
[525 Atlantic Ave. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Boerum Hill, (646) 765-
8916], Dec. 4-Jan. 5; 7-11 pm. For info, visit 
www.eternalchristmas.org.

and try to pick up that sexy co-worker 
when there’s a much better party for that? 
Thanks to our friends at Brooklyn Based 
and several other Park Slope-based and 
female-run Web sites, the Bell House 
will host the second “meat market” and 

naughty office party on Dec. 9. With free 
hard drinks, music and sexy Santas, who 
needs mistletoe?
 BK Holiday Meatup at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second and 
Third avenues, (718) 643-6510], Dec. 9; 
7 pm. Tickets, $10 advance and $15 at 
the door.

-
mas? The Galapagos Arts Space will take 
tradition to new highs with Santa on a uni-
cycle, a ribbon-wielding Nutcracker and 
even a drunken Sugar Plum in this circus 
mash-up by the Aerial Theater troupe.
 “The 12 Acts of Christmas” at the Gala-
pagos Art Space [16 Main St. near Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], Dec. 
19; 8 pm and Dec. 20; 3 pm. Tickets, $20 
for adults and $10 for children and seniors. 
For info, visit www.galapagosartspace.
com.

-
scured this time of year, so thankfully, 
there’s the Schlep Sisters and their third 
annual “Menorah Horah,” a sexy bur-

(and See-Thru Undergarments). The erst-
while siblings will be joined by a gag-
gle of hot acts, plus music, dancing and 
dreidel spinning. Interestingly, it’s spon-
sored by Pabst Blue Ribbon, the choice 
of Jews since 5414.
 “Menorah Horah” at Southpaw [125 
Fifth Ave. at St. Johns Place, (718) 230-

  The owner of a new Coney Island-based cloth-
ing company is about to get some knockout ex-
posure from prizefighter Paulie Malignaggi.
 When the junior welterweight contender and 
Bensonhurst native gets his rematch with Juan 
Diaz on Dec. 12, Malignaggi will sport trunks fea-
turing the obscure Underground Clown logo.

 Frank Kozlowsky 
— who created the Un-
derground Clown line, 
out of his Carousel Col-
lision Auto Body Shop 
on Neptune Avenue — 
is obviously thrilled.
 “We’re going to 
reach a whole new 
crowd,” Kozlowsky 
said. 

 “The Magic Man” turned down more lu-
crative sponsorship offers to sign with Un-
derground Clown because the company gives 
most of its profits to charity. 
 Kozlowsky started making T-shirts, hoodies 
and trucker hats after his friend Cory Pelzer 
was shot and killed in 2001. He made his fallen 
pal a partner in the business and donates Pelz-
er’s profits to charity. 
 The designs for Underground Clothing are 
inspired by Pelzer’s flashy, flamboyant per-
sonality, Kozlowsky said. 
 “We have an edgy, rocky, skateboarder look.” 
 For info, visit www.theundergroundclown.
com. — Simon McCormackSee HIGHS on page 9

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court Street
(at Union Street)
718-852-5015
Open 7 days for lunch & dinner 
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Enjoy our

Raw
Bar

With specials, 4–6:30 pm
in our bar and café

$1 Oysters
$1 Little Neck Clams ~ $1 Shrimp Cocktail

Hot Appetizers: $6
Baked Clams

Mozzarella Carrozza
Stuffed Mushrooms

Salads: $6

Cold Appetizers: $6
Mozzarella Caprese
Carpaccio di Polipo
Salmone Affumicato

Pastas: $6

PRESENTS

Brooklyn’s Best 
Friday Social

Starting at 6pm
Complimentary appetizers, 6pm–8pm

Infused martini madness all night, $5 special
Half-priced beer all night

Music by DJ spinning the favorites

NO. 1 FRONT STREET
is located on the corner of

Old Fulton Street & Front Street
718.625.0300

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 
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Put down that eggnog and get out there this season
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Saucy and sweet: (Clockwise from 
above) Suspended Cirque’s holiday 
event is “The 12 Acts of Christmas,” 
a Santa-themed circus on Dec. 19 
and 20 at Galapagos Art Space in 
DUMBO. Santa (not his real name) 
will meet Boy Scouts on Dec. 5. “The 
Colonial Nutcracker” at Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts sets 
the classic ballet in wintry colonial 
Yorktown. 
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FRI, DEC. 4
READING, JONATHAN LETHEM: 

Author of “Chronic City.” 7 pm. 
Book Court [163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

MUSTACHE CONTEST: A fundraiser 
for DonorsChoose.org. $20. 7 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 222-
8500], www.galapagosartspace.com. 

BROOKLYN FILM & ARTS FESTI
VAL: Documentaries on the theme 
“Brooklyn Back in The Day.” 7-10 
pm. Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, COUNTRY BLUES GUITAR
IST STEFAN GROSSMAN: $15. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park West at 
Second Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.gchmusic.org. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: A revival directed by Liv 
Ullmann. $40-$120. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org.

OPERA, “ARIADNE AUF NAXOS”: 
Strauss’s masterpiece. $20. 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELECTRIC 
BALLROOM”: A new play by Enda 
Walsh and the Druid Ireland com-
pany. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUNTER”: 
Multi-media theater piece based 
on the famous David Lean’s famous 
film. $57-$80. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Ware-
house [38 Water St. at Dock Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

THEATER, “LE SERPENT ROUGE”: 
Skin-loving Company XIV reprises 
last year’s hit. $25. 8 pm. Company 
XIV (303 Bond St. in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.CompanyXIV.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Featuring 
works by Brahms and Beethoven. 

Utrecht Reformed Church [18th 
Ave. between 83rd and 84th streets 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 256-7173], 
historicnewutrecht.org. 

MUSIC, “ANOTHER CHRISTMAS, 
ANOTHER SHOW”: Holiday-
themed musical revue. $10. 8 pm. 
Salem Lutheran Church [450 67th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 680-6949], www.
narrowscommunitytheater.com. 

MUSIC, “SALSA” FUNDRAISER: 
For “Get the Kids off the Street 
Project.” $20 ($35 VIP). 8 pm-3 
am. Brooklyn Masonic Temple [317 
Clermont Ave. between DeKalb 
and Lafayette avenues in Fort 
Greene, (917) 309-6304], www.
brooklynsalsa.com. 

THEATER, “THE JUDGMENT OF 
PARIS”: Skin-loving Company XIV 
offers a new show. $25. 8 pm. Com-
pany XIV (303 Bond St. in Carroll 
Gardens), www.CompanyXIV.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Featuring 
works by Haydn, Mendelssohn, 
and Brahms. $35 ($30 senior, $15 
student). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

OPERA, MOZART’S “LE NOZZE DI 
FIGARO”: $10. 8 pm. Brooklyn Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts [2900 
Bedford Ave. at Campus Road in 
Midwood, (718) 951-5286]. 

DANCE PERFORMANCES AND DIS
CUSSION: 8 pm. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

JAZZ SHOW: Jen Chapin, daughter of 
Harry, performs. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 230-
4100], www.bam.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 9 am-5 

pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-
lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am-4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE: 9:30 am-4 
pm. St. Mary’s Church [Ridge Bou-
levard and 81st Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238-8008]. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

CRAFTS FAIR: $10. 10 am-5 pm. St. 
Andrew the Apostle Church [6713 
Ridge Blvd. in Bay Ridge, (718) 680-
1010]. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between Bed-
ford Avenue and Berry Street in 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE NEW ELECTRIC 

BALLROOM”: 2 and 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUNTER”: 2 
and 8 pm. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

WILD CHRISTMAS BINGE”: A 
revival of Christopher Durang’s 
Dickensian spoof. $18. 2 and 8 
pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St., 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], 
galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: 2 and 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 4. 

DANCE FUNDRAISER: Performance 
and benefit for Dancewave. $10. 
2:30 pm. PS 77 [62 Park Pl. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 522-4696], www.
dancewave.org. 

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: Skin-lov-
ing Company XIV offers a new look 
at a classic. $20. 3 pm. Company 
XIV (303 Bond St. in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.CompanyXIV.com. 

MUSIC, POPS CONCERT: Holiday 
themed music. Free. 7:30 pm. New 

$35 ($30 senior, $15 student). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

DANCE PERFORMANCES AND DIS
CUSSION: Featuring Catharine Dill/
Exploding Moment, Drae Camp-
bell, and Tiffany Mills Dance. $15 
($12 in advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

SAT, DEC. 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FORAGING TOUR: Eat wild persim-

mons with Wildman Steve Brill. $15. 
11:45 am. Prospect Park [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (914) 835-2153], www.
wildmanstevebrill.com. 

TREE LIGHTING: Fifth Avenue 
Business Improvement District’s 
annual holiday festival. 5 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.
theoldstonehouse.org.

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
December 5

Word up
What the heck are 
they doing over at 
Word Bookshop? 
Other bookstores 
are content to trot 
out an author or two 
every week, but 
Word is having a hol-
iday party featuring 
Amy Braunschweiger 
(“Taxi Confidential”), 
A.J. Jacobs (“The 
Guinea Pig Diaries”), 
Jami Attenberg (pic-
tured, “The Kept 
Man”), Charles Bock 
(“Beautiful Chil-
dren”) and others

1-5 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], word-
brooklyn.wordpress.com. 

SUNDAY
December 6

Fab four 
string
After he started dab-
bling with the uku-
lele, George Harrison 
became so obsessed 
with the diminutive, 
Hawaiian-themed 
guitars that he always 
traveled with two: 
one for himself and 
one for anyone who 
would play with him. 
This, in a nutshell, is 
the spirit of a truly 
transformative musi-
cal event: a perfor-
mance of all of the 
Beatles’ original 
songs played on uku-
leles. It’s 13 hours of 
non-stop ukulele fun.

11 am-midnight. “Beatles 
Complete on Ukulele” at 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369]. Tickets, $10.

TUESDAY
December 8

Humor them
Instead of paying for 
your own drinks at 
your company’s office 
party, why not head 
for the Bell House, 
where Sara Schaefer 
is hosting a show, 
innuendo-ingly titled, 
“Get Off Your Knees!” 
Join Schaefer and Kim 
Armstrong as they 
host Michael Showal-
ter (“Michael & 
Michael Have Issues”) 
and many others. The 
organizers promise “a 
very special guest,” 
and we’re guessing 
Santa Claus is busy. 

8 pm. “Get Off Your 
Knees” at The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510].

THURSDAY
December 10

Buy & buy
Reduce, reuse, recycle 
is not only an environ-
mental mantra, it’s 
also how we do our 
Christmas shopping. 
That said, there are 
some people for 
whom we want to get 
a proper gift. And 
that’s why the Park 
Slope Civic Council’s 
annual “Snowflake 
Celebration” comes 
in handy. All night 
long there’ll be dis-
counts up and down 
Seventh Avenue, plus 
raffles and little bites.

7-10 pm. Various locations 
in Park Slope. For info, visit 
www.buyinbrooklyn.com.

SATURDAY
December 12

Jews in film
Saying “I’ll take 
‘Fa mous Jewish 
Sports Heroes’ for 
$50” always gets a 
laugh because of the 
presumption that 
there can’t be a $100 
question. But thanks 
to the two-day Mac-
cabi Film Festival, we 
can all see how wrong 
that old joke is. Not 
only are there movies 
about boxers (“Ortho-
dox Stance,” pictured), 
but this packed festival 
doesn’t even trot out 
Hank Greenberg or 
Mark Spitz.

6:30 pm. Maccabi Film 
Festival. Park Slope Jewish 
Center [1402 Eighth Ave. 
at 14th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-1453]. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

TUES, DEC. 8

 
Monthly meeting. 6:30 pm. CB1 
District Office [435 Graham Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009], www.
cb1brooklyn.org/index.htm. 

 
Op ponents of the project plan their 
next moves. 7 pm. Belarusian Church 
(401 Atlantic Ave. at Bond Street in 
Boerum Hill), www.dddb.net.

WED, DEC. 9
 Monthly full 

board meeting. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Tabernacle [180 Livingston St. 
between Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly full 
board meeting. 6:30 pm. Com-
munity Board 6 [250 Baltic St., 
between Court and Clinton streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027], 
www.brooklyncb6.org. 

 Monthly meeeting. On the 
agenda: Votes on zoning changes 
for schools on Fourth Avenue at 88th 
Street and Fourth Avenue at 62nd 

Street. 7 pm. PS/IS 104 [9115 Fifth 
Ave. in Bay Ridge, (718) 759-3921]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. Lindsay 
Houses [30 Montrose Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-5309]. 

THURS, DEC. 10
 State 

Sen. Daniel Squadron hosts a forum 
on the little engine that can’t. 6:30 
pm. PS 58 [330 Smith St. at Carroll 
Street in Carroll Gardens, (718) 802-
3818], www.squadron.nysenate.gov.
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RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Private Parties

195 Fifth Ave. 

Rated “Excellent” by Zagat
Rated “Number 1 Sandwich” by Cityseach

FREE 
Draft Micro Brew

($5.50 value)
with any check of $15 or more
(Offer good with presentation of this ad. Not to be 
combined with other offers. Offer expires 1/4/10)

FREE order of our 
BELGIAN FRIES

($3.50 value)
with any sandwich or large salad
(Offer good with presentation of this ad. Not to be 
combined with other offers. Offer expires 1/4/10)

 Director Bradley Rust Gray is considered the “Next 
Big Thing” in Hollywood right now, so catch his film, “Exploding 
Girl,” at BAM on Dec. 10.
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n Caring Companionship
n Monitor Food and Diet
n Light Housekeeping
n Errands & Transportation
n Attend Events
n Visit Neighbors & Friends
n Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care
n Medication Reminders
n Up to 24-hour Care
n Licensed, Bonded & Insured Senior Helpers locations are independently owned and operated.

Call 646-214-2086
or visit www.seniorhelpers.com

FREE In-Home Assessment

Independent Living
              for your Loved One

And Peace of Mind
for your Family
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(HMO)
Special Needs Plan

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

0236]. Dec. 12; 8 pm. Tickets, 
$16. For info, visit www.
thirstygirlproductions.com.

 Why should drunken 
adults have all the fun this 
holiday season. There are 
plenty of classic ways to 
keep the kids happy (with-
out taking them to Ameri-
can Girl Place, even!).

ends with a “Nutcracker,” 
and we’re not in the mood 

Brooklyn Center for the Per-
forming Arts for “The Co-
lonial Nutcracker,” which 
sets Tchaikovsky’s classic 

-
ton’s Yorktown.
 “Colonial Nutcracker” at 
the Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts [2900 Cam-
pus Rd. at Hillel Place in Flat-
bush, (718) 951-4500], Dec. 

13; 2 pm. Tickets, $6.

-
tion? Now’s your chance — 

will join you and the kids for 

Reformed Church on Dec. 5, 
with photo ops and laughs 

-

his actual middle name), we 
don’t know him.
 Breakfast with Santa at 
New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [18th Avenue be-
tween 83rd and 84th streets 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 946-
0234], Dec. 5; 11 am.

Brooklyn Lyceum, not a 
creature was stirring ex-
cept for an evil wizard and 

-
atrical presentation of “’Twas 

-
-

weave in and out of the story 
and spirit of the holidays.
 “’Twas the Night Before 
… Monsters!” at the Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
between Union and President 
streets in Park Slope, (646) 
322-9218], Dec. 12, 13, 19 and 
20. Tickets, $5. For info, visit 
www.bkcraftcentral.com.

 The holidays are over, the 
extended family’s gone and 

again or make resolutions 
that you intend to keep:

-

-

keep you up even after you 
drunkenly wave the mistle-
toe around like a coin cup at 

-

Blanc de Blanc champagne 
with admission. That’s right, 
cans. Last year’s event was 
sold out, so get your tickets 
early.
 “Rock ’N’ Soul New Year’s 
Eve Party” at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh Street between 
Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
Dec. 31; 8 pm. Tickets, $30 in 
advance. For info, visit www.
thebellhouseny.com.

a more “proper” sense of 

down appetizers in the new 

Beach Golf Course. The el-
egant party will feature new-
fangled TV screens to watch 

-
ner (with your $150 ticket, 
that is).
 Dyker Beach Golf Course 
[86th Street and Seventh Av-
enue, (718) 836-9722].

Continued from page 7

Kiss, knish: The Schlep Sisters will bring their hot Ha-
nukkah burlesque show to Southpaw on Dec. 12.
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postcard 
brooklyn frame works gallery presents:         the art         of

the

opening night: fri. dec. 4th, 7 - 8:30 pm 
 142 5th ave / brooklyn ny 11217 
(718) 399-6613 • www.brooklynframeworks.com

ThirdAnnual

Keep it Local!

SUBSCRIBE YOUR BOARD: 
http://bit.ly/HabitatSubscribe

BOARD SUBSCRIPTION $65 includes 4 print and digital 
editions each month, FREE access to 

Habitat’s Online Article Archives

OR CALL: 800-358-9116

Being on your co-op or condo 
board just got a whole lot easier

THE 2009 MANAGEMENT SURVEY

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
NYC’s Only Magazine
For Co-op and Condo Board 
Directors & Managers

WWW.HABITATMAG.COM

Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR: 11 am-5 
pm. St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church [259 Washington 
Ave. between Dekalb and 
Willoughby avenues in Fort 
Greene, (718) 622-5612].  

OTHER
COFFEE BARK: Humans and 

their dog owners gather 
for coffee and chat. Free. 
7 am. Picnic House in Pros-
pect Park [Enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Fifth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-8999], www.
prospectpark.org. 

SCHOOL BENEFIT CRAFT 
FAIR AND PIE SOCIAL: 
Benefits PS8 in Brook-
lyn Heights and PS29 in 
Cobble Hill. Free. 10 am-4 
pm. PS29 (425 Henry St. in 
Cobble Hill). 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: 
The annual Boy Scout fund-
raiser. 11 am. New Utrecht 
Reformed Church [18th 
Ave. between 83rd and 
84th streets in Benson-
hurst, (718) 946-0234]. 

ART OPENING, “PER
SPECTIVES ON BLACK 
AMERICA”: Free. Noon-5 
pm. Brooklyn Artists Gym 
[168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 858-
9069], www.moblackart.
org/events. 

READING, HOLIDAY OPEN 
HOUSE: Authors Amy 
Braunschweiger (“Taxi 
Confidential”), A.J. Jacobs 
(“The Guinea Pig Diaries”), 
Rebecca Stead (“When 
You Reach Me”), Jami At-
tenberg (“The Kept Man”), 
Charles Bock (“Beautiful 
Children”), Peter Brown 
(“The Curious Garden”) 
and Sarah Manguso (“The 
Two Kinds of Decay”) will 
appear. Free. 1-5 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

FILM, “CRIES AND WHIS
PERS”: Part of the Liv Ull-
mann Retrospective. With 
a Q&A with Ullmann after 
the 2 pm showing. $11. 2, 
5, 7:15 and 9:30pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, ANDREI BITOV: 
author of “Prepodavatel’ 
simmetrii” (“The Symmetry 
Instructor”). Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 

Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

FIRST SATURDAY EVENT: A 
full slate of music, dance, 
readings and art. Free. 5 
pm-1 am. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

TOY SHOW OPENING 
RECEPTION: Exhibit of 
designer toys. Free. 7 pm. 
MF Gallery [213 Bond St. 
between Butler and Baltic 
streets in Boerum Hill, (917) 
446-8681], www.mfgallery.
net. 

SUN, DEC. 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BEATLES ON UKU

LELE MARATHON: An all-
day performance of every 
Beatles song. $10. 11 am-
midnight. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

CRATCHIT’S WILD 
CHRISTMAS BINGE”: 3 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 3 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

CHAMBER CONCERT: The 
Knights will perform pieces 
by Mozart and Stravinsky. 
$20. 3 pm. St. Ann’s Church 
[157 Montague Street at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 855-3053], 
www.brooklynfriendsof-
chambermusic.org. 

MUSIC, “ANOTHER 
CHRISTMAS, ANOTHER 
SHOW”: 3 pm. St. Patrick’s 
Church [Fourth Avenue at 
97th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680-6949], www.
narrowscommunitytheater.
com. 

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: 
Skin-loving Company XIV 
offers a new look at a clas-
sic. 3 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 5. 

CERT: Works by Haydn, 
Mendelssohn, and Brahms. 
$35 ($30 senior, $15 stu-
dent). 3 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

OPERA, “ARIADNE AUF 
NAXOS”: 3:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 4.

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: 4 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 4 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Sofya 
Melikyan performs works 
by Liszt, Hayden, Schumann, 
Gabriel Faure and Henri Du-
tilleux. Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

THEATER, “LE SERPENT 
ROUGE”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 

9 am-5 pm. PS 321 school-
yard (Seventh Avenue and 
First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamar-
ket.com. 

FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 
pm. St. Finbar’s Church 
[138 Bay 20th St. at Bath 
Avenue in Bath Beach, (718) 
236-3312]. 

CRAFTS FAIR: 10 am-5 pm. 
See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

HOLIDAY FAIR: 10 am. See 
Saturday, Dec. 5. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
11 am-6 pm. (129 North 
Sixth St. between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 
am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

HOLIDAY FASHION MAR
KET: North Brooklyn-based 
designers and boutiques. 
Noon–6 pm. Public As-
sembly [70 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782-5188], 
www.publicassemblynyc.
com. 

OTHER
MAPLE STREET SCHOOL 

BOOK FAIR: Features 
readings and music. Free. 
9 am–9 pm. Barnes and 
Noble Park Slope [267 Sev-
enth Ave. at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

EXHIBIT, “PAGES OF THE 
PAST”: Diaries and draw-
ings from 17th-century 
Dutch America. 10 am-5 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, “AN ETHIC BY WORK
ERS, FOR WORKERS”: 11 
am. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture [53 Pros-
pect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.gchmusic.
org. 

READING, HOLIDAY OPEN 
HOUSE: Authors Jedediah 
Berry (“The Manual of De-
tection”), Emily St. John 
Mandel (“Last Night in 
Montreal”), Adrienne Maria 
Vrettos (“Skin”), Lev Gross-
man (“The Magicians”), 
Maura Madden (“Crafter-
noon”), Michelle Knudsen 
(“Dragon of Trelian and 
Library Lion”) will appear. 
Free. 1-5 pm. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], wordbrooklyn.word-
press.com. 

FILM, SILENT FILMS OF 
CHARLEY CHASE: Four 
short films with everyone’s 
favorite harried, much em-
barrassed, put-upon every-
man. Free. 1:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

ART OPENING, “RECYCLED 
AND STITCHED ART”: 
Free. 3 pm. Gumbo [493 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Nevins Street and Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
855-7808]. 

READING, AUTHORS GREG 
GERKE AND BARRY GRA
HAM: Free. 7 pm. Freebird 
Bookstore [123 Colum-
bia St. in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, 718-858-1983], 
freebirdbooks.com. 

GRAPHER VIVIAN 
CHERRY: Part of the 
monthly “Writers Series.” 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

MON, DEC. 7
COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE: For 

associate and bachelor’s 
degree programs. 6 pm. 
Empire State College [177 
Livingston St. at Schermer-
horn Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (518) 587-2100]. 

PERFORMANCE, SOME
ONE STILL LOVES YOU 
BORIS YELTSIN, BLAME 
THE PATIENT, JASON 
ANDERSON: 7:30 pm. The 

Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510]. $12.

MUSIC, THE ONION’S AV 
CLUB NIGHT: Perfor-
mances to be announced. 
Free. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.
com.

TUES, DEC. 8
FILM, “SALT”: Directed by 

Bradley Rust Gray. Part of 
the “Next Director” series. 
With a Q&A after the early 
screening. $11. 6:50 and 
9:30 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “PERESTROIKA”: Di-
rected by Slava Tsukerman 
(“Liquid Sky”). Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org/
branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265.

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

WED, DEC. 9
EXHIBIT, “PAGES OF THE 

PAST”: See Sunday, Dec. 6. 
THEATER, “A STREETCAR 

NAMED DESIRE”: 2 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

FILM, “IN BETWEEN DAYS: 
Directed by So Yong Kim. 
Part of the “Next Director” 
series. With a Q&A with the 
director before the early 
screening. $11. 6:50 and 
9:30 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

FILM, “GREEN PORNO”: 
Screening with Isabella 
Rossellini. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.
com. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING OF 
AVANT CHANTEUSE: 
Little Annie, Carol Lipnik 
and Rachelle Garniez per-
form. $10. 8 pm. Gala pa gos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

IRISH MUSIC WITH SAFE 
HAVEN: Monthly gig. 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.savehavenirish.com. 

THURS, DEC. 10
EXHIBIT, “PAGES OF THE 

PAST”: See Sunday, Dec. 6. 
MUSIC, HOLIDAY CONCERT: 

Brooklyn College Chorale 
and Conservatory Cham-
ber Choir. Free. 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Bedford 
Ave. at Campus Road in 
Midwood, (718) 951-5286].

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: 
Meet at the nativity scene 
for singing and then a few 
drinks at Eamonn’s on 
Montague Street. Free. 
4:30 pm. Cadman Plaza 
[Court Street at Montague 
Street in Downtown Brook-
lyn, (718) 875-5199], www.
compostolaw.com.

SWAP MEET: New York Foun-
dation for the Arts holiday 
fundraiser. Bring five–10 
items. $5. 6–8:30 pm. 20 
Jay Street [20 Jay St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(212) 366-6900], www.
nyfa.org. 

FILM, “THE EXPLODING 
GIRL”: Directed by Brad-
ley Rust Gray. Part of the 
“Next Director” series. 
With a Q&A with the direc-
tor before the 6:50 screen-
ing. $11. 6:50 and 9:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

DISCOUNTED SHOPPING 
NIGHT: Annual “Snowflake 
Celebration” in Park Slope. 
Free. 7 pm. Various loca-
tions. For info, visit www.
buyinbrooklyn.com

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

READING, WRITERS ON 
FOOD: Part of the Brooklyn 
Reading Works series. 8 pm. 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 

Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], www.the-
oldstonehouse.org. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

CRATCHIT’S WILD 
CHRISTMAS BINGE”: 8 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

THEATER, “THE JUDGMENT 
OF PARIS”: 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 5. 

FRI, DEC. 11
FILM, “TREELESS MOUN

TAIN”: Directed by So Yong 
Kim. Part of the “Next Di-
rector” series. With a Q&A 
with the director before the 
6:50 screening. $11. 4:30, 
6:50 and 9:40 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART OPENING: Artwork 
by Philip Naude. Free. 
6–9 pm. Fun Times (257 
Third Ave. at Union 
Street in Gowanus), 
funtimesbrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: A 
revival directed by Liv Ull-
mann. 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

OPERA, “ARIADNE AUF 
NAXOS”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 4. 

WINTER DANCE CON
CERT: LIU Dance majors 
perform new and historic 
work choreographed by 
Rodger Belman, Christal 
Brown, Alenka Cizmesija, 
Earl Mosley, Tom Price, and 
Urban Bush Women. $15 
($10 students and seniors). 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[1 University Plaza at Wil-
loughby Street in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624].

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

CRATCHIT’S WILD 
CHRISTMAS BINGE”: 8 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

THEATER, “LE SERPENT 
ROUGE”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
John Cage Sonatas and 
“Interludes for Prepared 
Piano.” $25 ($20 senior, $10 
student). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

JAZZ SHOW: Vinnie Sper-
razza Trio performs. 8:30 
pm and 10:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 4. 

SPOKEN WORD: Miguel Al-
garín performs. Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Café [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 230-
4100], www.bam.org. 

SAT, DEC. 12

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC

TRIC BALLROOM”: 2 and 
8 pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 2 and 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 5. 

CHIT’S WILD CHRISTMAS 
BINGE”: 2 and 8 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 5. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: A 
revival directed by Liv Ull-
mann. 2 and 7:30 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 5. 

MAS, ANOTHER SHOW”: 
Holiday-themed musical 
revue. $10. 2 pm. Our Lady 
of Angels [74th Street be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680-6949], www.
narrowscommunitytheater.
com. 

WINTER DANCE CONCERT: 
2 pm. See Friday, Dec. 11. 

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: 
3 pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am-5 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 5. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 11 am-6 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

OTHER
FILM, JEWISH SPORTS 

FILMS: The annual Mac-
cabi Film Festival featuring 
“Orthodox Stance.” $5 per 
film. 6:30 pm. Park Slope 
Jewish Center [1402 Eighth 
Ave. at 14th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-1453], 
www.psjc.org. 

SPORTS, MAJOR LEAGUE 
DREIDEL: Top-spinning 
competition, plus latkes 
and a performance by 
Gods of Fire. $15. 8 pm. 
Knitting Factory [361 Metro -
politan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(347) 529-6696], www.
MajorLeagueDreidel.com.

Continued from page 8

Don’t let your energy costs
stack up this winter.
Protect your heating oil price without 
paying enrollment or sign-up fees.

Call today! 877.392.2778
petro.com

the wine the winethe wine

Picada y Vino Wine Shop

the wine the winethe wine

Picada y Vino Wine Shop

Apple a day: Laura Careless, Yeva Glover and 
Davon Rainey star in “The Judgment of Paris” by 
the always-provocative Company XIV in Boerum 
Hill, which runs from Dec. 3-Jan. 16.
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Smartmom’s Divan intervention

T he delivery of the new 
couch was scheduled 
for Saturday after-

noon. In the morning, Hep-
cat moved the 18-year-old 
green leather couch against 
the window to make room 
for the new arrival. He was 
adamant about hanging onto 
the old couch until they were 
absolutely sure they wanted 
to keep the new one. 
 Then he went to the Met-
ropolitan Museum with his 
mother who was visiting from 
Northern California. 
 At 2:50, the buzzer buzzed. 
Smartmom went downstairs 
and welcomed the Room & 
Board delivery crew. 
 “I’m going to have to per-
form miracles to get that 
thing upstairs,” one of them 
said. 
 He walked up to the third 
floor and took note of the 
narrow stairwell. He sighed 
and gave her an incredulous 
look. 
 “The couch is 92 inches. 
I’m not sure it’s going to 
make it around this bend,” 
he said pointing to the ceil-
ing height at one part of the 
stairwell. 
 “See what you can do,” 

Smartmom told him. But 
she was stressing. After all 
that she’d been through to 
get this damn couch, what 
if they couldn’t get it up the 
stairs?
 Now that would be ironic. 

In less than five min-
utes, two men carried 
the couch up two flights 

of stairs, got it through the 
apartment door, through the 
dining room and into the liv-
ing room. These guys were 
good. 
 And then came the moment 
of truth. They unwrapped the 
couch and placed it in its spot 
in the living room. Smart-
mom gasped inwardly. 
 It looked huge at first: like 
an elephant in a mouse hole. 
Maybe they’d made a mis-
take; maybe it was the wrong 
couch for the wrong space. 

the couch and within sec-
onds she made a realiza-
tion: Not only did she love 
her new couch, she felt relief 
pulse through her and even 
the stirrings of pleasure and 
excitement. 
 Smartmom had a new 
couch and after all was said 
and done it felt good; really 
good. 
 “I hate it,” Teen Spirit said 
(as expected). 
 “You’ll get used to it,” 
Smartmom told him. 
 The buzzer buzzed again. 
It was Diaper Diva, a film 
and TV set decorator, and 
her daughter Ducky. 
 “I love it,” Diaper Diva 
said as she walked into the 
room. Smartmom was re-
lieved: she lives for Diaper 
Diva’s aesthetic approval. 
Ducky made a beeline for 

the couch, which looked like 
a really fun thing to climb 
on. 
 Diaper Diva, always game 
for redecoration, started to 
move the furniture around. 
Ducky sat on the green 
leather couch as Diaper Diva 
moved it across the living 
room on its side. The 5-year 
old squealed. 

W hen Hepcat got 
home, he ap-
proached the new 

couch like it was a dangerous 
animal. He moved around it 
and withheld comment. At 
one point, he placed his hand 
on the old couch; a touch 
point, an old friend.
 She wasn’t sure what he 
was thinking, but he didn’t 
look upset or sad. Smartmom 
could tell that he was going 
to adjust. Eventually.
 Later that night, Smart-
mom was eager to find a new 
home for the old couch. The 
day before, she’d put an ad on 

Craigslist, but an 18-year-old 
green leather couch from Ikea 
isn’t exactly a hot item.
 She decided to invoke 
divine (or divan) interven-
tion, and texted Pastor Dan-
iel Meeter of Old First Dutch 
Reformed Church to ask if 
he wanted the extra couch. 
 “I already have an Ikea 
couch,” he responded. “What, 
no sale? Put it on the curb.” 
 Then she e-mailed her 
friend, Unitarian Minister 
Tom Martinez of the All 
Souls Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Kensington. 
 “We want it, but it’s a ques-
tion of room,” he wrote. “I’m 
all over it if I get the green 
light from the congrega-
tion. 
 Smartmom was thrilled. 
She immediately texted Rev. 
Meeter. 
 “I’m giving it to the Uni-
tarians,” she wrote.
 “The Unitarians?!” Meeter 
texted back. “They’ll put it 

on their altar to sit and dis-
cuss whether there might be 
a God!”
 On Sunday after services, 
Martinez called to say that 
he “would gladly accept and 
pick up the couch.” 

So on Monday morning, 
the minister came to 
Third Street. He and 

Hepcat carried the 88-inch 
couch down two flights of 
stairs. A former high school 
football player, Martinez 
was able to gracefully bal-
ance a couch walking back-
wards down steep stairs. Im-
pressive. 
 The two men loaded the 
couch onto the rented U-Haul 
pick up truck, and Martinez 
was on his way. 
 Smartmom and Hepcat 
watched from their stoop 
while he drove up Third 
Street with 18-years worth 
of memories. 
 Indeed, that couch has 
witnessed so much of their 
lives. Smartmom breastfed 
Teen Spirit on it; they’d enter-
tained many friends and fam-
ily on it; they’d drank wine, 
watched movies, read the 
Sunday Times and the Fri-
day Brooklyn Paper; ate din-
ner; listened to Teen Spirit’s 
songs; talked on the phone; 
and argued, laughed, kissed, 
read and slept on it. 
 When the Oh So Feisty 
One was less than a year, she 
jumped off the couch, fell on 
the floor and cut her lip. It 
was a toddler’s trampoline, 
a bed to many of Teen Spir-
it’s friends, the place where 
Hepcat’s mom sleeps when 
she visits
 Smartmom napped on that 
couch when she was preg-
nant with OSFO. She cried 
on it when she talked to her 
therapist after learning that 
her father was dying of can-
cer. 

Now it was on its way 
to Kensington, to a 
new life in an inti-

mate house church. Sure, 
that was a cry from life on 
Third Street, but change was 
good.
 Even a couch.

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, DEC. 4
 Storytime for kids. 

“The Polar Express.” Free. 
Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

 “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown.” 
Classic family musical. $20. 
Heights Players [26 Willow 
Pl. between Joralemon and 
State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

SAT, DEC. 5
 Breakfast with 

Santa. $15 (includes photo). 
New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [1831 84th St. at 
18th Avenue in Benson-
hurst, (718) 331-4399]. 

 Winter 
sports showcase. Free. 
Prospect Park’s Wollman 
Rink [Parkside and Ocean 
avenues in Flatbush, 311]. 

 
Puppet show. “Peter and 
the Wolf” and “The Frog 
Prince.” $8 (kids, $7). Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

 Musical puppet 
show with Mary Ellen. 
Musical Activities and lots 
of audience participation. 
Free. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

 “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown.” See 
Friday, Dec. 4. 

SUN, DEC. 6
 Suzi Shelton. Kids 

singer performs. $10. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

 “Peter 
and the Wolf” and “The 
Frog Prince.” See Saturday, 
Dec. 5. 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Dec. 5. 

 “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown.” See 
Friday, Dec. 4. 

 Annual kids party. 
Santa, games, food and a 
reading by Marc Rosenthal, 
author of “Archie and the 
Pirates.” Free. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

MON, DEC. 7
 Story time with 

Emily. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

TUES, DEC. 8
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 

Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Storytime with 
Evelyn and Jon. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-
3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

WED, DEC. 9
 Storytime with Em-

ily. See Friday, Dec. 4. 

THURS, DEC. 10
 Dance around 

with Nat. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above)

 Learn basic 
electronics. Three weekly 
sessions will explore 
circuitry and everything 
else for ages 10–15. $100 
(suggested). The Doorway 
[210 23rd St. in Greenwood 
Heights, (410) 967-5207], 
www.partsandcrafts.org. 

 “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.” Classic show 
for kids. $10. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

FRI, DEC. 11
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Dec. 4.
 “You’re a Good 

Man, Charlie Brown.” See 
Friday, Dec. 4.

SAT, DEC. 12
 “’Twas The Night 

Before ... MONSTERS!” 
Holiday show for kids. 
$5. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklyn-
lyceum.com.

 “Anthropomor-
phic”. A free show by 
Puppetry Arts Theater. 
Free. Regal Cinema [106 
Court St. between Liv-
ingston and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
768-3703]. 

 “Sesame 
Street” screenings. All-
day big-screen presenta-
tion to mark the show’s 
40th season. $11 ($8 for 
kids under 12). Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Fe-
lix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

 “Peter 
and the Wolf” and “The 
Frog Prince.” See Saturday, 
Dec. 5.

 “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.” See Thursday, 
Dec. 10.

 Santa comes 
to Flatbush Avenue in 
Park Slope. Free. Vari-
ous locations [Flatbush 
Avenue between Bergen 
Street and Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
783-1685]. 

 “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown.” See 
Friday, Dec. 4.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms

 Enriched Curriculum

 Caring, loving environment
WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

   

211 Fifth Avenue
(between Union & President)
Park Slope
(718) 636-9463
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com
Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, 
Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Join our  
WINE TASTINGS at 
Red White & Bubbly
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 6-9PM
Gregg (Second Story) La Martina Malbec, Juana de Sol Bornarda, 
Atxega Kurmisti

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 5, 3-7PM
Mike (Metropolis) Le Cellier Du Palais Apremont, Avondale Syrah

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 6-9PM
Cory (Noble House) Relativity Cabernet Sauvignon

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 6-9PM
Steve (Vision Wine Brands) Yard Dog Red, Raw Power Shiraz, Fun 
House Pinot Grigio 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 6-9PM
Abagail (Orion Beverage) Luna Suero Tequila

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 6-9PM
Paul (Little Wine Company) La Vielle Cure Muscadet 
Domaine St. Just Saumur Blan, Teatown Cellars Right Bank

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 6-9PM 
Jerome (Jerome Selections) Lieu Dit Saumur, Barelle Cote du Rhone

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 3-7PM
Xavier (Cognac One) French Blonde Sancerre Rouge Noir, Marly Chablis, 
Fe Rioja Reserva

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 3-7PM 
Samantha (Wolffer) Wolffer Selection Merlot ‘03 Wolffer Chardonnay, 
Wolffer Cabernet Franc, Wolffer Big Apple Wine

The sixth  — and hopefully final — installment of new-couch coverage

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom tried 
to stay calm. 
 “Here’s some-
thing for the mir-
acle,” she said 
and handed the 
men a generous 
tip.
 Once they were 
gone, Smartmom 
really looked at 

By Yardena Schwartz
for The Brooklyn Paper

 A form of transportation 
once seen as vital to commut-
ers from Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint may soon die.
 New York Water Taxi has 
warned its passengers that 
without a steady cash infu-
sion from the city, riders will 
be forced to hit the crowded 
L train every morning.
 Tom Fox, president of 
New York Water Taxi, will 
not disclose an official end 
date of his ferry service, but 
if negotiations with the city 
don’t produce the subsidies 
Fox claims the ferry needs to 
operate, he will give his pas-
sengers two weeks notice. 
 Fox’s ferry currently re-
ceives no public subsidies — 
unlike virtually every form 
of transportation. Subways, 
express buses, commuter rail 
lines and Amtrak are all heav-
ily underwritten by taxpay-
ers — and drivers get their 
own subsidies in the form of 
toll-free roads and bridges.
 As a result of the lack of 
public support, Fox claims 
that he is losing $1,200 to 
$1,400 a day, though some 
dispute that figure.
 Regardless of the actual 
number, the city’s lack of sup-
port for waterborne transpor-
tation is causing considerable 
kvetching on this side of the 
river. 
 “Reliable ferry service is 
the city’s responsibility,” in-
sisted Belinda Horton, who 
uses the ferry every day. “It’s 
for our entire community.”
 Even at unsubsidized 
prices, a 10-minute ferry 
from the Williamsburg wa-
terfront at S. Eighth Street 
to Wall Street and Midtown 
has been popular with a small 
band of riders.
 “There’s just no other op-
tion,” said Dawn Bodenchak, 

Williamsburg service drowning in red ink

a resident of Schaefer Land-
ing, where the ferry’s Wil-
liamsburg dock is located. 
“The ferry gets me to work 
in the same amount of time 
it would take me to walk to 
the train.” 
 Add to the short commute 
a picturesque view, cellphone 
service, a heated compartment 
and plush seats, and the ferry 
is a no-brainer. The only prob-
lem is the price — $5.50 one 
way or $195 per month.
 This isn’t the first time 
passengers have had to won-
der whether or not the ferry 
would be waiting for them 
the next morning. This past 
winter, Fox’s ferry faced the 
same problem, but Fox was 
able to keep it running thanks 
to a temporary city infusion 
worth hundred of thousands 
of dollars. 
 At the time, the Council 
and the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation pledged 
“uninterrupted service 

through 2010,” along with 
expanded service along the 
waterfront starting in 2010. 
That expansion was to include 
increased frequency and mar-
keting of ferry service, and 
new docks at N. Sixth Street 
in Williamsburg and India 
Street in Greenpoint. 
 But at the end of September, 
Fox alerted passengers that 
more city subsidies were not 
guaranteed, and thus uninter-
rupted service through 2010 
was unlikely. The city made 
no announcement of service 
changes, but let it be known 
that ferry expansion would be 
postponed until 2011. 
 EDC spokesman David 
Lombino chalked up the 
delay to “the post-Lehman 
collapse” and “a $5-billion 
budget deficit.”
 Schaefer Landing board 
president (and ferry user) 
Ken Stein was unimpressed: 
“You made the deal, you 
made the announcement,” 

he said.
 Passengers aren’t the only 
one’s upset.
 “The city needs to make 
a long-term investment to 
this,” said Councilman Da-
vid Yassky (D–Brooklyn 
Heights). “Mass transit should 
not be funded on a ‘how-is-the-
market-going?’ basis. Mass 
transit is something that is re-
liable so that people build it 
into their routine. I am cer-
tain that it can not be done 
without a city subsidy.”
 For now at least, another 
one-time cash infusion is un-
likely, Lombino said.
 Instead, the EDC is at work 
on a citywide ferry study that 
will help produce a sustain-
able plan for long-term, ex-
panded ferry service.
 For now, Tom Fox is skepti-
cal that the study will produce 
the necessary component. 
 “Ferry service will work 
whenever they have the po-
litical will,” he said.

Dawn Bodenchak, who commutes to Manhattan from Schaefer Landing, is a 
loyal ferry user. For now.
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By Thomas Tracy
Community Newspaper Group

 An officer with the De-
partment of Correction found 
himself on the wrong side of 
the law after his department-
issued weapon ended up in 
the hands of two other peo-
ple on Nov. 28.
 Police said that the danger-
ous game of keepaway started 
when Joseph LaFleur, 28, and 
his friend Jean Hegel, 27, were 

preparing to meet some women 
at Cafe Remy on Third Ave-
nue near 71st Street.
 Before the celebration be-
gan, cops said that LaFleur 
put his 9-mm pistol in his 
car’s glove box.
 But at some point after-
wards, Hegel got into an ar-
gument with two other men 
and, in a fit of anger, ran back 
to the car to retrieve the gun 
without LaFleur’s knowl-

edge, cops said.
 Hegel returned and drew 
his pistol — only to have it 
swiped by one of the men that 
he was yelling at. That man 
then ran away with the pis-
tol into the nearest subway.
 When Hegel told LaFleur 
what had happened, the Cor-
rection officer called police 
and apparently claimed that 
someone had mugged him 
and ran off with his gun.

 Next, he tracked down the 
man who had taken the gun 
— heading all the way to a 
Fort Greene address — but 
the man would not give up 
the pistol, police said.
 The gun was eventually re-
turned, but only after LaFleur 
came clean and was charged 
with filing a false report.
 Calls to the Department 
of Correction were not re-
turned by press time.

Smartmom’s 18-year-old couch has finally found a 
home.
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 Enjoy music, juggling, free hot chocolate and sweets, 
plus the company of Santa at the annual tree lighting 
ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 5 in Washington Park.
 The greenspace formerly known as J.J. Byrne Park 
will ring with the sounds of carolers and joy as Park 
Slope kicks off the holiday season.
 Tree lighting in Washington Park [Third Street 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues, (718) 768-3195], 
Saturday, Dec. 5, 5 pm.

 On Dec. 12, wave and take photos with Santa 
as he rides along Flatbush Avenue in his rick-
shaw. In addition, Bert the Face Painter will be 
on hand inside Healthy Nibbles Organic Lounge. 
 The North Flatbush Business Improvement District 
will also be handing out magic colorful paper dreidels 
to mark the first day of Hanukkah, as well as hosting 
a blood drive at Kings Pharmacy. Give the the gift of 
life by donating blood this holiday season. 
 The BID’s participating merchants along Flatbush 
Avenue will be providing special discount offers and 
give a ways to all holiday shoppers.  
 Santa on North Flatbush Avenue (various loca-
tions), Saturday, Dec. 12, 2–5 pm. Call (718) 783-
1685 for info. Face-painting at Healthy Nibbles [305 
Flatbush Ave., (718) 636-5835]. Blood drive at Kings 
Pharmacy [357 Flatbush Ave. (718) 230-3535].

 On Dec. 5, enjoy free tours of the neighborhood on 
The Heart of Brooklyn Connection, old-fashioned-
style trolley. Stop in the following places for com-
plimentary hot chocolate: Teddy’s Restaurant, Ort-
ine Cafe, Cataldo’s and The Usual.
 The following local boutiques are offering ex-
tended hours and deals: Pieces, Awedacity, One of 
a Find, Diva Desires and Corduroy Kid. 
 Promotion runs from 4 to 10:30 pm.

 Thursdays are fundays on Washington Avenue. On 
Dec. 10 and 17, enjoy complimentary beauty consul-
tations and samples from Divine Connection Hair Spa 
and Ibeauty bar and delicious hor d’oeuvres from Abi-
gail’s Café and Wine Bar and Udom Thai Restaurant. 
 Promotion runs from 6 to 9 pm.

 Bussaco, the excellent, wine-centric restaurant on 
Union Street in Park Slope will showcase the work of 
artists Carla Aurich, Julie Gross, Jennifer Kobylarz, 
and Gary Petersen starting on Sunday, Nov. 15.
 These contemporary artists employ color as an inde-
pendent element and tap into formalist, Pop Art and min-
imalist painting traditions. Curvilinear, rectilinear and 
organic compositional strategies are set up as a means 
to engage color contrasts. What at first glance seems 
to be structured and logical gives way to rhythm, flow 
and tension in composition and color relationships.
 The artists will show large scale works in the loft-
like main dining room and smaller works in the pri-
vate dining room. The exhibit ends on Jan. 15, 2010.
 Bussaco [833 Union St., between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 857-8828]. For 
info, visit www.bussacobklyn.com.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Dermatology
PARK SLOPE   CHELSEA
Javier Zelaya, MD Verna Broughton, PA

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Say goodbye to unwanted lines!

FREE BOTOX
with purchase of  

Radiesse facial filler
($400 savings)

available to new patients only
offer expires 10.30.2009

call for details

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

PAY-LESS FUEL OIL & SERVICE

PAY-LESS FUEL OIL & SERVICE

7 1 8 - 7 8 2 - 2 0 6 0 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 9 0 - 5 3 7 7

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Just how bad were the al-
leged labor abuses at Coco 
Roco and Olive Vine Café? 
New allegations from the state 
Department of Labor paint a 
grim picture of underpaid 
workers, unpaid overtime 
and long hours.
 At Coco Roco on Fifth 
Avenue between Sixth and 
Seventh streets, which was 
cited as owing $214,672 in 
back pay, state officials claim 
that a dishwasher worked 66 
hours per week and received 
only $360.00, amounting to 
$6 an hour with no overtime. 
One deliveryman allegedly 
worked 72 hours per week and 
was paid $210, plus tips.
 Seven other employees 
were reported to endure 
similar workweeks.

RESTAURANTS’ WAGE WAR 
State: Paid less than minimum, workers toiled for up to 72 hours

Coco Roco and Olive Vine underpay their workers 
worse than other Park Slope eateries, according to 
the state Department of Labor.
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Zaid Demis flatly denied the 
charges, saying the agency 
fudges numbers to garner pub-
licity. And Demis said the de-
partment doesn’t even get its 
facts straight — fining him for 
four years of back wages for a 
worker who only toiled at the 
restaurant for four months.
 He also complained that he 
was hit for $75,000 in back 
wages for “unknown per-
sons,” an odd designation 
considering it is unclear 
who will be reimbursed. 
 The Department of Labor 
did not respond to Demis’s 
counter-allegations before 
The Brooklyn Paper’s bit-
ing deadline. 
 Zach Sonshine, the owner 
of Coco Roco, did not return 
repeated phone calls nor re-
spond to visits by Brooklyn 
Paper reporters.

 Workers at Olive Vine Café 
on Seventh Avenue between 
Lincoln and St. Johns places, 
which was charged $88,196 

for back pay, also allegedly 
worked outrageous hours for 
low pay. In one case, a de-
liveryman who also washed 

dishes allegedly worked 72 
hours for only $260. Three 
other employees’ wages were 
also at rock bottom, the state 

said.
 The minimum wage is 
$7.25 an hour.
 Olive Vine Café owner 

 All of us want to work 
long hours because we got 
ourselves into this situation 
to make money and send it 
back to our families. The 
problem is that they don’t 
pay us well. I work 12 hours 
for little money. As an im-
migrant without any type 
of insurance, it doesn’t 
work. 
 We don’t have time to 
look for other work. The 
one day we don’t work is the 
only day to rest — I don’t 
have the energy to look for 
other work. 
 I’m from Guatemala. I 
came here through Mex-
ico, then into Arizona. 
Then they took us to Los 

Angeles. From Los Ange-
les to Miami. Then I came 
here by bus.
 I crossed the border hid-
den in a car. For us, it’s a 
story, it’s an adventure, and 
it’s unforgettable — to come 
from Guatemala to here. 
The whole trip from Gua-
temala cost about $4,000 
— which would be worth 
it if they’d pay us a little bit 
more. One has to be in the 
United States for a year or a 
year and a half to pay back 
the debt from that trip.
 You don’t come here to 
have fun, dress well or eat 
what you want. You try to 
save money, avoid things. 
I send about $300 home 

chef had stern words for any 
locals who were surprised.
 “Wake up and smell the 
flowers,” he said. “People 
should know undocumented 
immigrants are the backbone 
of restaurants. It’s not going 
to change anytime soon. Fifty 
percent of all hospitality la-
bor in the Slope is undocu-
mented.” 
 In the wake of the wage 
crackdown, many owners 
bristled at the accusation that 
they were abusing their work-
ers.
 “The immigrants I love, 
it’s the Americans I hate,” 
said Martin Medina, the 
owner of Rachel’s on Fifth 
Avenue.

Continued from page 1Continued from page 1

WORKER TALKSALIEN…
 Zaid Demis, owner of 
Olive Vine Café, one of the 
two allegedly worst offend-
ers, struck a similar tone. 
 “I’m not picking on for-
eigners, I’m an immigrant 
myself,” Demis said. “Give 
them workers papers, then I’ll 
put them on the books.”
 A Labor Department 
spokeswoman bristled at the 
notion that the agency should 
fix America’s broken immi-
gration system. Its job, said 
Michelle Duffy, is merely to 
ensure that laborers are paid 
properly.
 “When we’re doing an in-
vestigation, we’re looking to 
make sure you’re getting paid 
fairly, period,” said Duffy.
 But in these trying eco-

nomic times, eatery owners 
are in a bind. If they pay their 
workers full wages, then the 
price of meals will go up. 
 “God forbid the turkey 
burger goes up $2 to reflect 
the required worker’s insur-
ance and fair wage,” the re-
nowned restaurateur Alan 
Harding cracked.
 But if Slopers are hesitant 
to give up a cheap burger pre-
pared by cheap labor, they 
still might find a reason to 
steer clear of the restau-
rants that are guilty of la-
bor abuses.
 A 2005 study found a cor-
relation between labor viola-
tions and health code viola-
tion.
 Apparently, overworked 
and underpaid cooks are less 
likely to think twice before 
sneezing or spitting on a $20 
T-bone.

a week. I get tips, roughly 
$90 or $100. I don’t spend 
much and I save as much as 
possible. If I spent a lot, I 
wouldn’t be able to send this 
much money.
 I live in Coney Island and 
come here by bicycle. I don’t 
use the subway. 
 As far as the problem 
with the immigration sys-
tem, I don’t have much to 
say. The Labor Department 
officials are doing what the 
law demands they do. We, be-
ing immigrants, have to con-
front all this. If we go home 
and come back, we have to 
deal with it all over again 
until we achieve the goal of 
sending enough money home 
for our families. The situa-
tion in Guatemala is really 
tough. There is a lot of pov-
erty there, so we send money 
so our daughters can go to 
school, to build a decent 
house.
 We’re responsible for 
helping our families. The 
law makes officials do their 
jobs, being poor makes us 
confront everything that 
comes with it.
 I’ll stay here until I can’t 
find any work or I get tired 
of the situation. When I’m 
sick of all the problems I’ll 
go back.

By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

 Grand entryway or condo 
driveway — you decide.
 State development officials 
have released a rendering of 
what they call a “strong” de-
sign element for the entrance 
to the soon-to-open northern 
portion of Brooklyn Bridge 
Park.
 The plaza, which will be 
finished by mid-2010, will 
lead visitors to Pier 1 at the 
foot of Old Fulton Street. 
Most of the work there — 
including two big lawns and 
a massive granite front stoop 
looking out at Manhattan — 
is slated to be done by the 
end of this year.
 “The design is intended to 
create a continuous park ex-
perience,” said Regina Myer, 
president of Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corpo-
ration, referring to existing 
greenspaces to the north that 
are cut off from Pier 1 by the 
River Cafe.
 But critics say the entry-
way defies state officials’ 
promise of a “world class 
public park” in that it lacks 
a monumental element that 
would honor the harbor or the 

Critics complain that it’s unworthy of historic location

A new rendering shows how the foot of Old Fulton Street will become the entryway to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. Critics were underwhelmed.

bridge that gives the park its 
name. The rendering merely 
shows new asphalt, wider 
sidewalks, and some trees. 
 “It’s the slap in the face to 
the great bridge,” said Judi 
Francis, referring to the Mi-
chael Van Valkenburgh de-
sign. Francis, a Cobble Hill 
resident, is a longtime op-
ponent of the current park 

plan because it relies on the 
development of condos and 
other commercial elements 
to generate revenue for park 
maintenance.
 “Where is any of the spe-
cial-ness for this location in 
this entrance?” she added. “At 
this spot, at the end of Old Ful-
ton Street, is where George 
Washington saved our army 

and fled from the British on 
boats to Manhattan. But this 
design looks like a driveway 
to any old corporate park in 
any old suburb in any old city 
in the United States.”
 Another portion of park-
land, at the foot of Atlantic 
Avenue at the southern edge 
of the 1.3-mile waterfront 
park, was also slated to be 

completed by the end of this 
year. But this section of the 
park, atop the former Pier 6, 
which will include a “des-
tination playground”; a dog 
run; a promenade onto Pier 6; 
a 1,000-square-foot restau-
rant and roof deck; and three 
sand volleyball courts, won’t 
be done until the spring, the 
Daily News reported.

H ello, my name is Gersh 
Kuntzman and I’m a 
gluten addict.

 Breads, pastas, cookies — 
no matter what, I have to have 
that crunchy, chewy good-
ness that only sticky, gooey 
wheat gluten can provide.
 But sure, like any reason-
ably sensitive Park Sloper, 
I am vaguely aware that 
some people are allergic to 
the very protein that gave me 
such pleasure. And in some 
equally vague way, I am sym-
pathetic to the plight of these 
celiac disease sufferers — 
though not so sympathetic 
that their affliction retarded 
in any way my wanton con-
sumption of anything with 
so much as a speck of glu-
ten (though speck, I was sad 
to discover, does not contain 
any gluten).
 And then a Gowanus-
based, gluten-free food com-
pany called Everybody Eats 
sent me a sampler of its prod-
uct line, saying its products 
were so good that even a glu-
ten whore like myself would 
enjoy them.
 Yeah, right.
 The shipment included 
cupcakes, cookies, a baguette, 
and another bread. I couldn’t 
even get them down.
 When company co-founder 
Bruce Bassman called me 
to see what I thought of the 
products, I was clear: No glu-
ten, no gluttony.
 Bassman couldn’t believe 
it. “You did heat up the bread, 
right?” he asked.
 Heat it up?
 And thus began my ad-
venture into the world of glu-

Gersh is glutton for gluten
But two Gowanus guys are trying to change that

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh Kuntzman

Pedro Arroba (left) and Bruce Bassman, co-owners 
of the Gowanus-based gluten-free food company 
Everybody Eats, show off their chocolate chip 
cookie dough. They even make pizza (right).
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ten-free products, led by that 
bon-vivant of baking, Bruce 
Bassman, who invited me to 
his company’s kitchen for 
a full-on taste test (it was 
strictly not BYOG).
 Bassman and Pedro Ar-
roba, who is the celiac sufferer 
of the pair, told me their tale. 
They founded the company 
in 2004 and spent a full year 
crafting recipes. Now, they 
run one of the leading arti-
sanal gluten-free food compa-

nies in the nation — all from 
a kitchen on Third Avenue.
 “Our baguette recipe was 
all trial and error — more cry-
ing and error,” Arroba said. 
“But once we got it right — 
with the crunch — I cried. I 
hadn’t had real bread in 20 
years.”
 If Arroba has even a little 
bit of gluten, the symptoms of 
celiac disease kick in. There’s 
diarrhea, bloating, abdominal 
pain, and exhaustion (not to di-

minish his suffering, but that 
pretty much describes most 
workdays for me).
 I felt sympathetic towards 
Arroba, but I was there for 
lunch, not an episode of 
Oprah, so Bassman brought 
out a gluten-free pizza. I had 
to admit that, heated prop-
erly, the crust was crunchy, 
yet had just enough spring-
iness to be satisfying. For a 
gluten lover, it was good fro-
zen pizza. For a celiac suf-
ferer, it would be like the 
Feast of Mount Carmel.
 After an amazing pot roast 
— there’s no gluten in meat, 
so Arroba and I went forkful 
for forkful — I put Bassman 
and Arroba’s breads to the 
test, this time enjoying them 
properly toasted. Gluten-free 
breads must be baked, then 
frozen and reheated, or else 
they taste the way they did in 
my office that day. In the Ev-

erybody Eats kitchen, the ba-
guette, challah and multi-grain 
breads were all excellent.
 Over some gluten-free 
chocolate chip cookies — 
powdery, but passable — 
Bassman made a case for 
me to be more compassion-
ate to the gluten-averse.
 “One in 100 people has 
celiac disease, but 95 per-
cent of them don’t know,” 
he said. “Undetected, it can 
lead to stomach cancer.”
 And detected, it used to 
lead to a life of horrific bread 
substitutes — until Bassman 
and Arroba came along.
 I’m not saying I’m con-
vinced, but it’s nice to know 
that when you’re forced to 
break bread with a gluten 
hater, you can actually break 
bread.
 Everybody Eats products 
can be ordered at www.
everybodyeats-inc.com.
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MEDICAL HELP WANTED

Manager, Servers, Busers, 
Line Cooks.

Petes Downtown Restaurant
2 Water St., Bklyn 718-858-3510

Fax resume 718-625-8444

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER
8th Avenue at 14th St.
Fri. nights at 6:30 pm

Sat. mornings at 10:00 am
Adult Ed Hebrew School

Rabbi Carie Carter
Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

768-1453

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Grunfeld and Associates, LLC

718-284-9500

Real Estate • Wills & Trusts
Corporations and LLC’s
Mortgage Modi�cations

Personal Injury
Commercial Litigation • and Income Tax

PERSONAL TRAINER

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax



 

es
Call (718)The Brooklyn Classifieds

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

CARPENTRY PLUS

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

HATE TO FILE? 
BURIED UNDER PAPER?

A Step Above the Rest!

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
Siding  Windows  Roofing  Fences
Kitchens  Baths  Basements  Decks
Doors  Awnings  Patio Enclosures
Brick Pointing  Concrete Stucco

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

FALL SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

Celebrating 20 Years

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

Custom Construction
- 30 Years in Business -

Restoration & Remodeling

HIGH COST OF HEAT
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

CALL NOW!! 718.797.9800
VISIT US ONLINE TODAY...
WWW.DYNOFUEL.NET

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

 Lic #113549553

Renovation & Remodeling
Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 

Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 
Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens

Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

        

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

JAE ELECTRIC

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

PREPARE 
YOUR GARDEN 

FOR NEXT 
SEASON

 
718-753-9741

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured
 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

877-445-4111

MAZEL TOV

Moving & Storage

800-273-5176

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References

R.F.K.
Interior Finishes, LLC.

Insured
Free Estimates

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

Interior & Exterior Renovation

Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs 
Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle 

Roofs  New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights 
Roofing  Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

L32-10

BENSON ROOFING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT EST. 1992

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449

BATHTUB REGLAZING

AUTOS WANTED AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

RECORDS
WANTED

718-384-7554
917-952-4408

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !
To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !
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 Bucking the law like 
any true vigilante, Cat Man 
barged into an unoccupied 
apartment in hopes of res-
cuing the trapped feline — 
but his derring-do came with 
a price: Someone called the 
cops.
 Upon arriving, the boys 
in blue were skeptical of Cat 
Man’s claims that a mouser 
was trapped behind the wall. 
They thought that the fran-
tic man was going through a 
psychotic episode, and hauled 
him to LICH. 
 A medical report com-
pounded what Muth claims 
was a misdiagnosis, saying 
that Muth was suffering a 
“bizarre delusion [that he] 
was trying to ‘save’ a cat.”
 Muth quickly grew tired of 
awaiting release from the nut-
house, and made a foolhardy 
attempt to rise up against his 
captors.
 “I said, ‘Give me a pen-
cil and paper; I’m going to 
write a press release and you 
are going to be the laughing-
stock of New York,’” Muth 
said.
 Unfortunately, Muth made 
the demand to the resident 
nurse on duty — a woman 
who would become his neme-
sis. The nurse called over or-
derlies, who held down Muth 
while she administered a shot 
of Haldol, a powerful anti-
psychotic drug, court papers 
allege. 
 Muth was eventually 
proven to be sane — regard-
ing the cat at least. Rumi was 
indeed rescued by an animal 
control officer after 15 days. 
But by then, Cat Man had 
been declawed: His land-
lord kicked him out, he lost 
his job, and his girlfriend 
dumped him — though they 
are now back together.
 Now, Cat Man hears the 
calling of other quests. In 
addition to his LICH suit, 
he is interested in getting 
his 23-year-old dog post-
humously entered into the 
Guinness Book of World Re-
cords, while also suing the 

Hearing Problems ...
or maybe just earwax?

SPECIAL 

GUEST!

Nationally Known 

Hearing Aid Expert,  

Brad Harlow will 

be available for our 

special event —  

AT NO CHARGE!

FIND OUT!
We’ll look into your ear canal with 

our Video Otoscope. As you are 

watching the TV screen we’ll do 

a complete inspection of your ear 

canal and eardrum. If there is any 

amount of wax blocking, you’ll know 

immediately. Video Otoscope Examination

3 DAYS ONLY!! TUESDAY - THURSDAY
DECEMBER 8, 9 & 10  9 AM - 5 PM 

CALL (718) 285-8621
Audiology Affiliates  142 Joralemon St., Suite 6A, Brooklyn Heights

FREE! 
Whatever your  
hearing needs may be,  
we invite you to our  
Factory Special Sale  
and you’ll receive:

FREE  Video Otoscope Examination. It may just be wax blockage.

FREE Hearing Screening to see what you hear and what you don’t.

FREE  Hearing Aid Inspection. All makes and models.

FREE  Trade-in Appraisal of your old hearing aids.

FINANCING AVAILABLE Call for details!

WE PROVIDE HEARING SOLUTIONS TO MEET EVERYONE’S BUDGET

No one has to know 
you’re wearing hearing 
aids . . .

NPAD9097-01-EE-XX-SL

AUDIOLOGY AFFILIATES

Satisfaction guaranteed.  

100% Money Back Guarantee if not satisfied.

Custom ITE Custom ITC

On Sale this week only!

FREE HEARING SCREENING!

Schedule your confidential, one-on-one session with our 
laboratory representative — no obligation!  

Hurry, available this week only!

Office hours: 9 am – 5 pm

MSRP

Ask us about the tiny CIC
Completely-In-The-Canal. It’s so tiny, others 

may never know you are wearing it. 

50% OFF!
All Digital Hearing Aids.

With sophisticated, innovative technology,  
we help preserve and deliver a wider range of sound cues 

to enhance the way you hear!

We Accept:R.S.V.P. TODAY! (718) 285-8621

Call to schedule your
free consultation:

COLLEGE of DENTISTRY
345 East 24th Street

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

  Have you thought about improving your smile? 
   What are you waiting for?
   

   

  
  
   Talk to the experts. 

 
  (212) 998-9700

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler

Continued from page 1

CAT MAN
animal shelter responsible 
for what he claims was the 
murder of his elderly canine 
companion. 
 In addition, Muth is pre-
paring litigation involving a 
valuable family painting by 
renowned Austrian artist Frie-
densreich Hundertwasser.
 On the red side of the 
ledger, Muth faces an epic 
showdown with the IRS, to 
which Muth says he owes 
$800,000.
 Taking a break from his 
heroics, Cat Man reflected 
on his battles in the legal 
arena.
 “How can you stand up for 
yourself in this culture?” he 
asked. “You can punch some-
one and get arrested, or you 
can sue.”

 Yet as Norah Jones is 
poised to install her win-
dows, Sloane remains con-
vinced that those 10 archi-
tecturally inappropriate 
apertures are the window 
not merely to Jones’s living 
room, but her soul.
 “To live in a good neigh-
borhood,” he said, “you have 
to be a good neighbor.”
 Perhaps Jones is sending 
Sloane a message back. Her 
big new song, after all, is ti-
tled “Back to Manhattan.”
 “I’ll go back to Manhat-
tan/As if nothing ever hap-
pened,” she croons.

a basketball arena near the 
intersection of Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues.
 “Of course they do not 
want to show how they came 
up with that number because 
it would embarrass them and 
their appraiser,” Goldstein 
said. “The number is com-
pletely out of whack.”
 Real estate agents, as 
well as lawyers who han-
dle condemnation cases, 
agreed that the offer was 
extremely low considering 
the apartment is in prosper-
ous Prospect Heights. One 
broker said the unit is worth 
nearly double what the state 
offered, and Goldstein’s law-
yer Mike Rikon suggested 
that the ESDC was lowball-
ing his client because of his 
outspoken opposition to the 
project.
 Goldstein said that ESDC 
did not make its appraisal 
documents available to him, 
either — which condemna-
tion lawyer Bill Ward, who is 
not involved in this case, saw 
as an indication that agency 
has no intention of negotiat-
ing with Goldstein to reach 
a “fair market value and just 
compensation” — the legal 
standard in eminent domain 
cases.
 Goldstein’s apartment is 
central to Ratner’s vision 
— central in that Gold-
stein’s building would be 
near center court of the pro-
posed arena.
 That arena took a huge step 
forward last week when New 
York’s highest court ruled 
that the state’s use of em-
inent domain to hand over 
privately owned property to 
Ratner was lawful.

Continued from page 1

FOIL

Continued from page 1

NORAH

OUCH! The ESDC’s 
rejection of our “Free-
dom of Information re-
quest.”
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipts for purchases made between Wednesday, November 25, 2009 and 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 are eligible. ***Limit 2 tickets per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by February 5, 2010.

1. Spend at least $50 at any of the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
retailers or restaurants listed below* 

 2. Fill out the coupon and attach your original, dated, printed register receipt.**
3. Mail the coupon and receipt in to us by December 28, 2009 to receive

YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO A SELECT EVENT LISTED BELOW.***

1. Spend at least $50 at any of the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
retailers or restaurants listed below* 

 2. Fill out the coupon and attach your original, dated, printed register receipt.**
3. Mail the coupon and receipt in to us by December 28, 2009 to receive

YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO A SELECT EVENT LISTED BELOW.***

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants

in your local CNG Newspapers

4th Floor Framing
753 Metropolitan Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(551) 200-1382
www.4thfloorframing.com
Anatolian Gyro
1605 Sheepshead Bay Road
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-4754
www.mygyro.com
Area Rug World
185 Van Brunt Street
Brooklyn, NY 11231
(347) 335-0322
www.arearugworld.com
Aviator
Sports and Recreation
Hangar 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY  11234
(718) 758-7500
www.aviatorsports.com
Brooklyn Sports Club
1540 Van Siclen Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11239
(718) 642-2720
www.brooklynsportsclub.com
Casa Pepe Restaurant
114 Bay Ridge Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com
Cell & Game Etc. Inc.
269 Utica Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11213
(718)953-5466

Cookie’s
The Kids Department Store
www.cookieskids.com
510 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 797-3300
982 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY  11226
(718) 287-2300
265 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, NY  11217
(718) 797-3300
Cosmetic & Laser 
Center of Bay Ridge
David M. Biro MD, Ph.D.
9921 Fourth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
Cosmetics - (718) 833-2793
Dermatology - (718) 833-7616
Courts Caribbean
Appliances, Electronics
& Furniture
2822 Church Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11226
1 (877) 852-6878
www.courtscaribbean.us
Cousin John’s 
Café & Bakery
70 Seventh Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11217
(718) 622-7333
www.cousinjohnsbakery.com
DNA Footwear
2013 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY  11214
(718) 373-2999

220 Fifth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718) 398-2692
141 Smith St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.dnafootwear.com
DPN Superstore
Caribbean Food
1551 Bergen St.
(near Utica Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11213
(347) 374-3660
Duane Reade 
(following location only)
2931 Avenue U 
Brooklyn, NY 11229
Offer not valid with purchase 
of Prescriptions
Edible Arrangements
1557 Ralph Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 451-3344
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 535-7909
1446 86th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 837-3784
601 Lorimer St.
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(718) 389-0700
Esteem Salon
1994 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 336-1414

Glazer Bros. Inc.
Hardware & Appliances
9717 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11212
(718) 774-5300
www.glazerbros.com
Goodfella’s Old World
Restaurant and Bar
9606 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6200
www.goodfellas.com
Grandma Rose’s
Restaurant
457 Graham Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11222
(718) 389-1908
Greenhouse Café
7717 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com
The Garden Food Market
921 Manhattan Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11222
(718) 389-6448
www.thegardenfoodmarket.com
Il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-8494
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com
Kings Marble & Granite
9312 Ditmas Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 629-5548

K-S Discount Mart
4107 Avenue D
Brooklyn, NY 11203
(718) 629-1275
Mr. Beef
1964 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 996-7655
Nelson’s Organic 
Health Food Market 
and Pharmacy
4216-18 Avenue D
Brooklyn, NY 11203
(718) 451-1526
www.nelsonsorganic.com
One Hour Cellular
242 Seventh Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718) 369-3290

423 Kingston Ave.
Brooklyn, NY  11225
(718)  363-5444

1369 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11230
(718) 758-1180

2152A Ralph Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 241-0447
Onofrio D. Oro 
Fine Jewelery
8222 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11228
(718) 680-5723

Picadayvino
Wine & Liquor Store
327 Fifth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11215
(718) 499-2392
www.picadayvino.com
Pilo Arts Day Spa 
& Salon
8412 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411
www.PiloArts.com
Rogers Discount
Beer & Soda
4517 Glenwood Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11203
(718) 287-0797
Rosal’s Italian Cucina
248 Avenue X
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 645-5158
Salvi Restaurant
4220 Quentin Road
Brooklyn, NY 10038
(718) 252-3030
www.salvirestaurant.com
Jewels by Satnick
187 State Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 852-1421
Solco Plumbing
Kohler Showroom
1525 70th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 259-8010
www.solcoplumbingsupply.com

Tasty Tavern Restaurant
4523 Avenue N
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 692-1020
VIP Electronics
1461 Rockaway Pkwy
and 215 Conklin Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
(718) 272-7228
www.vipproaudio.com
Wireless Management Inc.
1811 Avenue U
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 375-7575
250 Brighton Beach Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-6999
1818 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 375-1000
1934 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 232-8484

MANHATTAN
Bank Street Bookstore
Broadway and 112th St.
New York, NY 10025 
(212) 678-1654
www.bankstreetbooks.com

ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP N GO 
/ P.O. BOX 1013/NY/NY 10108. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/09 and received by 1:00 pm on 1/4/10. Limit 
one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. 
Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 21 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached to original 
newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their prod-
ucts, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners of CNG 
for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME................................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS..............................................................................................................
BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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For a complete list of 
official participants, 

including Queens 
& The Bronx, visit 

www.yournabe.com/shopngo


