
Long Island Rail Road passengers took ad-
vantage of The Brooklyn Paper’s patented 
“Measure-o-meter” to check how they 
compare to the new security bollards.
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By Andy Campbell and Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Coney Island’s going back to the big time, as the 
city announced last Wednesday that the amusement 
wizards behind the popular Victorian Gardens theme 
park will begin running an amusement park by the 
Boardwalk this summer — and they’re using the 
throwback name Luna Park!
 Zamperla, an Italy-based manufacturer of amuse-
ment park rides that has also gotten into the theme 
park business with its popular attraction in Manhat-
tan’s Central Park every summer, has won the city 
contract for an unspecified, but up to 10-year, run 
as the faded funhouse’s newest, biggest draw.
 The contract comes with big expectations: the Eco-

operators to provide an “open and affordable” pay-
as-you-go experience in Coney. Zamperla’s track re-
cord in that area includes the Victorian Gardens op-
eration, which offers an all-day unlimited rides pass 
for $21.50 that has proven very popular.
 Nearby attraction operators are excited to see such a 
big name coming to Coney Island. Dennis Vourderis, 
manager of the enormous Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park, 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Prices for the borough’s most 
luxurious housing have plum-
meted — speeding a trend that 
began when the economy  took a 
nose-dive two years ago .
 New numbers released last 
week show steep declines in the 
fourth quarter of 2009 in all man-

ner of luxury housing — includ-
ing the borough’s iconic brown-
stones. But there was one bit of 
good news: apartment sales, 
which are often an indicator of 
a housing market about to re-
bound, have started to trend up-
wards again.
 It’s all spelled out in  a new re-
port  from the real-estate consult-
ing firm Miller Samuel, which 

conducts the quarterly study for 
the Prudential Douglas Elliman 
real-estate firm.
 The main findings:

to three-family brownstone in so-
called “Brownstone Brooklyn” 
— covering everywhere from 
Brooklyn Heights to Windsor 
Terrace — declined by 22 per-
cent in one quarter, from $1.48 

million to $1.15 million.
 Other types of units in the same 
geographic area dropped in price 
by an average of 16.7 percent.
 The good news is that the 
number of total sales increased 
by nearly 10 percent, though the 
number of brownstone sales was 
the same as last quarter.

porting an increase are the aver-

age price of all housing were Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint, where 
the average price increased by 
more than seven percent between 
summer and the end of last year. 
But the increase is based heavily 
on an influx of high-priced condo 
units, which aren’t selling well.
 “It’s the new-development ver-
sus resale question — when you 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 The path to the Senate obvi-
ously goes through the stomach 
of Assemblyman Vito Lopez.
 Would-be New York senator 
and former Tennessee congress-
man Harold Ford, Jr. journeyed 
to Cono’s restaurant in Williams-
burg on Friday to dine with the 
believed-to-be-powerful Brook-
lyn Democratic Party boss.
 And while virtually every 
member of the state’s Democratic 
establishment has backed first-
term incumbent Kirsten Gilli-
brand for re-election, Lopez is 
playing the Sphinx role.
 “She isn’t much of an incum-
bent, and people in my district 
have no idea who she is,” said 
Lopez, who added that he has 
spoken to several other would-
be challengers to Gillibrand. 
“But Ford is a celebrity — peo-
ple say, ‘Oh, I’ve seen him on 
TV before.’ He resonates with 
the community.”
 Lopez said the lunch did not 
amount to an endorsement — 
it takes a few more meals for 
that — but the party chair did 
say that he’s disappointed with 
the state’s junior senator.

 “We need better leader-
ship,” he said, referring to Gilli-
brand. 
 Ford won’t officially an-
nounce for a few weeks whether 
he’s even running, but if he does, 
he’ll certainly need Brooklyn’s 
support, given that the borough 
comprises 13 percent of the 
state’s Democratic electorate.
 For his part, Ford said he’s 
on a “Listening Tour.”
 “In the next couple of weeks, 
I’ll be getting a better under-
standing of people in Brook-
lyn,” Ford said outside the Gra-
ham Avenue restaurant, where 
he sought the boss’s blessing.
 The two chatted about “jobs, 
jobs, jobs,” Ford said after. He 
also said he enjoyed the meal at 
the restaurant, which is famous 
for its chicken parmigiana.
 Ford, the former five-time Ten-
nessee congressman, moved to 
New York three years ago after he 
lost his 2004 Senate race against 
Republican Bob Corker.

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The controversial, tomb-like bol-
lards around the new Long Island Rail 
Road terminal at Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues — which were supposedly in-
stalled at the behest of the 
police — are actu-
ally excessive under 
NYPD counter-ter-
rorism standards.
 The department’s 
2009 report, “Engi-
neering Security: 
Protective Design for 
High-Risk Buildings,” 
advises that bollards 
“measure between 30 
and 36 inches in height” 
and be spaced 48 inches apart.
 But the granite-covered sarcoph-
agi in front of the LIRR’s newly built 
Atlantic Terminal are 50 to 52 inches 
high — and they are far bulkier than 
even the most-rigid barricades in the 
NYPD handbook. And in some places, 
they are 36 inches apart.
 Outrage about the massive obstruc-
tion around the new $106-million ter-
minal  was reported by The Brooklyn 
Paper  earlier this month. But last week, 
Streetsblog, a Web site devoted to trans-
portation and so-called “livable streets,” 
 got out the measuring tape  and revealed 
the LIRR’s security over-reach.
 The Brooklyn Paper’s own mea-
surements confirmed the Streetsblog 
account.
 In an interview at the terminal’s 
opening  earlier this month , LIRR Presi-
dent Helena Williams admitted that the 
large bollards were not in the original 
renderings of the terminal, but were 
added after “the NYPD … assess[ed] 
the risks and [told] us what kind of se-
curity we need.”
 This week, the LIRR did not an-
swer questions about why the agency 
would install bollards that greatly ex-
ceed the NYPD standards that Wil-
liams cited.

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Put away the seeds and the bird call 
— Gracie has been found!
 The missing African grey parrot 
— whose mysterious disappearance 
from her Prospect Place apartment last 
Thursday became  front-page news on 
BrooklynPaper.com last week  — was 
returned to his owner on Sunday in 
a tale of heroism, good luck and one 
plucky bird.
 According to owner Lora Myers, a 
Prospect Park West woman was watch-
ing television on Sunday at around noon 
when she heard a chirping noise on the 
windowsill. 
 “She was watching ‘Treasure Island’ 
— she made a point of telling me. But 
she heard the chirp and noticed Gra-

cie sitting on her windowsill, 12 sto-
ries up!”
 The woman enticed the 12-year-old 
Gracie into the apartment with a piece 
of apple. Once the bird was safe, the 
woman went online and discovered a 
“Missing Bird” posting from a Mid-
wood couple.
 The woman called the couple, who 
showed up and were disappointed to 
discover that Gracie was not their miss-
ing bird. But they put aside their grief 
and took the bird home, fed him and 
called the Center for Animal Care and 
Control.
 Myers had registered her missing 
fair feathered friend with the group 
three days earlier and, sure enough, 
the group called Myers with the four 
happiest words in the English language: 

We have your bird.
 “It was an amazing chain of events,” 
Myers told us. “He survived three 
nights on the mean streets and was 
lucky he was rescued! I could not be 
happier.”
 In our initial coverage, Myers de-
scribed herself as frantic after losing 
Gracie, whom she had known since he 
was a chick, from her apartment be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues. The 
bird disappeared through a door that 
her husband, Andrew Kolker, left open 
when he was taking out the garbage.
 “We’ve had him 12 years,” she said. 
“This is my child!”
 She was also disappointed by the re-
sponse (or lack thereof) from officers 
of the 78th Precinct, who declined to 
take a “Missing persons” report. 

Cops: LIRR’s bollards are really big

Coney going 
back to future

 The strongest bollard cited in the 
NYPD security report is classified by 
the State Department as K-12, capa-
ble of stopping a 15,000-pound truck 
going 50 miles per hour. 
 Pictures of K-12 barriers downloaded 
from the Web sites of bollard manu-
facturers show that such strength can 
be had without nearly as much bulk 
as the LIRR is deploying at Atlantic 
Terminal.
 One such picture shows an unob-
trusive line of K-12 bollards in front 
of the Singapore legislature — pre-
sumably a high-risk target.
 It is unclear from the NYPD se-
curity report if the Long Island Rail 
Road terminal even fits the definition 
of such a “high-risk” site, which re-
quires 288-648 points on the depart-
ment’s “risk score” worksheet, a cal-
culation that takes into account a site’s 
location, strength, importance and re-
nown.
 The terminal is a vital transporta-
tion hub that has close to 60,000 users a 
day, and would cause severe economic 

See BOLLARDS  on page 10

LUNA 
NEW 
YEAR

Rides by Zamperla include the Halfpipe 
(above), the Powersurge and a carousel.

The original Luna Park made Coney Island a national landmark, a 
name synonymous with fun.

nomic Development Corpora-
tion has a much broader vision 
of a revived Coney Island that 
will see the former People’s 
Playground transformed into 
a 24-7, all-year entertainment, 
amusement, games and retail 
zone — one that will take  at 
least a decade to realize .
 Until that Xanadu can be 
built, Zamperla will bring in 
its rides — though the actual 
amusements remain unde-
cided — and begin operat-
ing by this summer.
 “We’re excited,” said EDC 
spokesman Dave Lombino. 
“But we can’t comment on 
the rides or the selection pro-
cess until the agreement is 
finalized.”
 Though details remain 
sketchy, the EDC did re-
quire all would-be interim 

See LUNA PARK  on page 10

9-11 memorial is tested at Navy Yard
By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 It’s taken almost 10 years, but the cen-
terpiece of the proposed 9-11 memorial 
at Ground Zero is nearing completion 
— and the prototype was tested last 
week at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.
 Designers have been fine-tuning 
the 30-foot waterfalls — part of ar-
chitect Michael Arad’s “Reflecting 
Absence” — behind the scenes at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard so they can do 
their work without everyone kibitz-
ing.
 The tests have shown Arad where 

he needed to tweak a series of small 
grooves at the top of the memorial to 
create a fine veil of water that gives 
the piece its quiet elegance.
 Though it will eventually com-
prise two large squares symboliz-
ing the tower footprints, the proto-
type features two dark, stainless-steel 
walls that cascade water into a collect-
ing pool. The final Manhattan ver-
sion will be surrounded by a bronze 
memorial containing almost 3,000 
names of those who were lost in the 
attack. The piece will be featured as 
part of a 16-acre, multi-level memo-
rial complex slated to open at Ground 

Zero on the 10th anniversary of the 
attacks next year.
 “I wanted the water and the design 
to … mark this continuous sense of 
absence,” Arad said. “These voids, 
even though water falls into them … 
they never fill up, they always re-
main empty, and that was very im-
portant to me.”
 He’s been talking about it for nearly 
a decade, but the memorial is finally 
coming to fruition. Within the next 
few weeks, the prototype will be de-
constructed, taken from our borough 
and readied for its move to the trade 
center site in the spring.

World Trade Center memorial architect Michael 
Arad visited a mock-up of his waterfall design 
last Friday at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 M
ar

k 
Le

nn
ih

an

Dem boss 
drives Ford 
thru B’klyn

KINGMAKER: Would-be senator Harold Ford, Jr. came 
to Williamsburg to have lunch with Assemblyman and 
Brooklyn Democratic Party boss Vito Lopez. Lopez is 
considering backing him against Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand.
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New York’s best 
political coverage

Bird found after three days on the lam

FREE BIRDS: Lora Myers poses with Gracie, 
the bird who went on a four-day freedom ride, 
but was recovered by a Good Samaritan.
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Report: Brownstones are down zones

See REPORT  on page 10

HERE’S  THE

NEVER MIND
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Beginning on or around February 1, 2010

It is anticipated that beginning on or around Monday, February 1, 2010, the following streets 
in Brooklyn will be permanently closed: 
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Personal Problems?
Need Help?

We hope that we can help you to create 
and enjoy a better quality of life!

Blanton-Peale Community  
Counseling Center
Offering service since 1937

Affordable Psychotherapy; Licensed professionals

75 Hicks Street, Brooklyn Heights
Near 2, 3 and A trains
718-237-3078
www.blantonpeale.org

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

Voice and Piano Lessons  
now available in your own home!

Focus on: Core Stability, Width, Breath &
 Express Your True Artistic Self!

FREE TRIAL LESSON  732-598-1648
SoundsofSaraB@gmail.com

Give the Gift of Music Lessons

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

718-596-0688
718-596-0677

  718-596-1532 
718-596-0664

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

FAMILY CAR SERVICE
- RADIO DISPATCH -
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

24 HOURS

✰ ✰

718-596-1248

BOO278

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Did Marty Markowitz bring the Prospect Park West 
bike lane to a skidding halt?
 What was once billed as a way of keeping bicyclists 
off the sidewalk and perhaps reduce traffic in the pro-
cess now may not be implemented at all — and many 
believe that the Department of Transportation’s reluc-
tance to move ahead with the two-way protected lane 
dates back to Markowitz’s sternly worded letter to the 
city last year. 
 The lane was all set to 
be built last September. It 
would have removed one 
lane of car traffic from the 
one-way, three lane road 
that runs from Grand Army 
Plaza to Bartel Pritchard 
Square at 15th Street, 
moved the lane of parked 
cars off the curb, and in-
stalled the two-way bike 
lane where the parked cars 
used to be.
 That “road diet” would 
supposedly encourage driv-
ers to behave themselves 
while also encouraging bikers on Ninth Street — which 
has a bike lane — to not enter the park via the various 
footpaths.
 But just as the city was about to start building, Markow-
itz wrote to the city’s top transportation official that the 
Prospect Park West lane was an “ill-advised proposal 
that would cause incredible congestion and reduce the 
number of available parking spaces in Park Slope.” 
 The Beep’s letter also argued that the bike lane would 
be especially problematic during the summer surge in 
foot traffic, when park-goers are barbecuing, attending 
concerts and participating in many other activities.
 Markowitz claimed that there is ample space for bik-
ers in the loop within Prospect Park — though it only 
goes in one direction — and called for further research 
into traffic solutions.   
 Markowitz’s letter came after Community Board 6 
backed the bike lane in May, albeit with a demand for a 
stronger separation between bikers and cars, plus traf-
fic signals for bikers entering Grand Army Plaza.
 “The city plan had no control of northbound bike 
traffic,” said Craig Hammerman, the district manager 
of Community Board 6. “We wanted lights for bikes” 
as on Eighth Avenue in Manhattan.
 A Department of Transportation spokesman would 
not provide any estimate of when the bike lane would 
be re-examined, though one thing is for certain: the lane 
won’t built anytime soon, as the city does not work on 
such projects during the winter. 

By Claire Glass
for The Brooklyn Paper

 When it comes to Holocaust art, a 
60-foot sculpture of an ant wearing 
a straw boater breaks the mold.
 Xavier Roux’s sculpture, “The 
Ant,” at the Invisible Dog from 
this Saturday through March 13, 
is a massive, multi-segmented, air-
filled, hat-donning arthropod — 
and in this case, size matters.

 The 18-meter length represents 
the size of the train cars that trans-
ported Nazi victims to the concen-
tration camps, according to the 1942 
Robert Desnos poem that inspired 
Roux.
 “An 18-meter long ant/With a 
hat on its head,” wrote Desnos, a 
member of the French resistance 
who died just after being liberated 
from a Czechoslovakia camp.

 “When I read the poem, I said to 
myself, ‘I need to create an 18-meter 
ant wearing a hat,’” Roux said. 
 Easier said than done. First, Roux 
needed the help of the gallery’s Di-
rector Lucien Zayan, who provided 
the space. And Roux called in steel 
artist Juan Alfaro to construct the 
ant’s hat and legs. The remainder of 
the sculpture is comprised of 13-foot 
white balloons, purchased from the 

same company that makes the floats 
for the Thanksgiving Day Parade.
 Once the physical rendering of 
the ant was complete in all its mam-
moth glory, Roux said its meaning 
changed for him. 
 “We are the ant,” Roux said. “We 
are all on the train [to death] with 
all the people speaking different 
languages. The goal is to find hap-
piness before we die.” 
 “The Ant” at the Invisible Dog 
Gallery (51 Bergen St. at Smith 
and Boreum Place in Boerum Hill) 
through March 13. For info, visit 
www.invisibledog.org.

Xavier Roux puts the finishes 
touches on “The Ant.”
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PARK SLOPE BAY RIDGE

BOERUM HILL

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Perhaps we should start 
calling Sixth Avenue “the de-
sandwiched zone” (DSZ).
 Residents of Park Slope will 
certainly feel that way, now 
that the notorious Vietnam-
ese sandwich renegade Henry 
Huynh has abandoned his 
eponymous shop on Seventh 
Avenue and opened Home, a 
new Viet-style joint on Fifth 
Avenue between Fourth and 
Fifth streets.
 And he does so in the wake 
of a controversial battle with 

his original Vietnamese sand-
wich guru, Hanco’s on Sev-
enth Avenue, that threatened 
to turn the beloved banh mi 
into a painful reminder of ev-
erything that has ever gone 
wrong in Indochina.
 So now the question is one 
that was asked two generations 
ago: Who lost Vietnam?
 Huynh comes to the sand-
wich wars with years of bag-
gage — namely accusations 
that he’s a Vietnamese sand-
wich spy who stole Hanco’s 
recipe for the tasty, French-
influenced mix of pate, 
ground pork, ham, hot pep-

pers, pickled vegetables and 
baguette before opening Hen-
ry’s last year. 
 “He stole the recipe,” 
Hanco Tang told The Brook-
lyn Paper last August. “We 
don’t have proof, but it just 
disappeared. … They were 
like spies.”
 Now he’s done it again.
 “I’ve split from my partner 
[at Henry’s] and opened up 
this place,” said Huynh, who 
always rocks his cap cocked 
slightly to the side, giving him 
a certain “bad boy” aura that 
you can taste in every bite.
 On Wednesday, Huynh and 

two employees were hard at 
work making delicious, $6 
sandwiches. A fact-finding 
mission by The Brooklyn 
Paper revealed that whatever 
similarities Huynh’s original 
sandwiches had to Hanco’s has 
been lost in the fog of war. 
His current banh mi is much 
spicier and features marginally 
better ham than Hanco’s.
 Huynh, who moved to 
Brooklyn from Ho Chi Minh 
City in 2001, touted an added 
bonus of his new sandwich 
joint, which is ideally lo-
cated directly across the 
street from MS 51.

Banh mi bad boy breaks away from his own shop

PARK SLOPE

 “The students come in 
here all the time,” Huynh 
said. “They love the bub-
ble tea.”

 Home [349 Fifth Ave. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
369-2984].

Henry Huynh holds one of his classic-style Viet-
namese sandwiches.
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By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 The young guns are com-
ing in to try and devour the 
“bad apples” rotting in Al-
bany, and for one man, Bay 
Ridge’s longtime Republican 
state Sen. Marty Golden is 
the sourest of them all.
 Democrat Mike DiSanto, 
29, announced that he’ll chal-
lenge Golden this year — a 
race that would make him 
the youngest senator in a leg-
islature not noted for turn-
over.
 DiSanto is not only bat-
tling his own youth, but a 
veteran GOP lawmaker with 
strong support from both par-
ties and a historically enor-
mous campaign war chest — 
not to mention he represents 
one of Brooklyn’s most re-
liably Republican areas.
 “I don’t think youth is a 
hurdle,” said DiSanto, who 
is still in a New York Uni-
versity graduate program for 
marketing. “I can bring new 
ideas and creativity to a gov-
ernment where senators with 
years of experience can’t get 
anything done. I’m fed up 
with the corruption and lack 
of transparency. Albany is 
stifled by bad apples.”
 The Gravesend native 
says he’ll lead the district 
— which includes his neigh-
borhood plus Bay Ridge, 
Dyker Heights, Benson-
hurst and Sheepshead Bay 
— in a fight for affordable 
housing, heavily funded ed-
ucation and more jobs. He 
started his attack in a time 
when the “bad apples” refer-
ence is being thrown around 
frequently — political elites 
have even been hailing New 
York’s legislature as the 
worst in the country.
 Golden may have heard 
of DiSanto, but he doesn’t 

Upstart grad student to take on Sen. Marty
when he defeated 30-year 
incumbent Sen. Marty Con-
nor.
 In any case, a newbie like 
DiSanto will need endorse-
ments and cash. The young-
ster says he has enough “sup-
port and money” to run, and 
for the moment has been en-
couraging potential constit-
uents to make donations to 
Haiti rather than his cam-
paign (smooth move for a 
rookie).
 In the short term, he hopes 
to pick the brain of Council-
man Vince Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge), a longtime Golden 
rival, who hasn’t announced 
whom he’ll back.
 “It’s realistic to expect that 
[Gentile] will endorse the 
candidate who will represent 
his district best, regardless 
of age or party affiliation,” 
said Gentile’s spokesperson, 
Dena Libner.
 In the long term, he plans 
to fix some local problems 
he says Golden has ignored. 
After eight years in office, 
Golden has presided over a 
fiscally unsound transit sys-
tem and is “losing his con-
nection to the middle class,” 
the challenger said.
 DiSanto also would reverse 
Golden’s stance against same-
sex marriage, which he says 
is out of step with an increas-
ingly liberal neighborhood.
 DiSanto said he expects 
hard days ahead of him with 
his lack of experience, but 
hopes that his deep roots in 
the district and fresh ideas 
will be enough drive the in-
cumbent out.
 “I honestly care about peo-
ple and my community and 
have been trained to work on 
corporate strategy,” he said. 
“I know that I have the skills 
to represent the interests of 
my district successfully.”

seem to care about him.
 “[He’s] right now focused 
on his work in his district and 
in the state capitol,” said the 
four-term senator’s spokes-
man, John Quaglione.
 Albany lawmakers lose 

their seats about as often 
as the Jets go to the Super 
Bowl. But it’s not impossi-
ble to take down a titan, as 
30-year-old state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) proved last year 

THE KID: Mike DiSanto, 29, is challenging state Sen. 
Marty Golden, a GOP powerhouse in Bay Ridge.
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Currently, bicylists use 
the sidewalk along Pros-
pect Park West.
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Begin by calling:

Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates
161 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 237-2150
Arnold Licht, MD Steven Newman, MD

Affected by 
dependence 
on opioid 
prescription 
painkillers?

Private 
confidential 
in-office 
treatment  
can transform 
your life.

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook
 Two men were arrested 
after leading an officer on 
a high-speed, multi-collision 
chase through Red Hook and 
Brooklyn Heights on Jan. 
22.
 Cops say that two officers 
were in an unmarked patrol 
car at around 4 pm when they 
observed a driver speeding 
north through Red Hook near 
the corner of Richards and 
Pioneer streets. The officers 
gave chase and the driver ca-
reened into several parked 
cars before smashing his 
car into the squad car and 
parked cars on Remsen Street 
in Brooklyn Heights.
 When the bad guys’ car 
no longer functioned, the two 
men leaped out and ran, drop-
ping narcotics along the way, 
police said. Officers finally 
apprehended them on Rem-
sen Street, and found that one 
man still had marijuana on 
him.
 The arrested men, both 
20, were charged with as-
sault and drug crimes.

Repo-crime
 A man tried to help out 
his friend by trying to steal 
back his car from the cops 
just after midnight on Jan. 
25.
 Police say that Officer 
John Pena arrested a man 
who was trying to remove 
a Denver boot from a friend’s 
car that was in custody at the 
76th Precinct stationhouse 
near the corner of Hicks and 
Sackett streets.

Cool crime
 A thief pushed through 
the air-conditioner unit of a 
Visitation Place apartment 
to steal $400 — but then de-
nied he was a thief when con-
fronted by the tenant’s un-
cle.
 The action started at 
around 7:45 pm on Jan. 
17 when the perp entered 
through the window, grabbed 
$400 off a dresser, and then 
hid in the closet when he got 
spooked.
 The resident’s uncle 
opened the closet door and, 
predictably said, “Who are 
you and what are you doing 
here?”
 The thief claimed to be a 
friend of the man’s nephew 
— but then he ran out with 
his cash.
 The uncle wasn’t buying 
it, so he called cops. Officer 
Armando Medina collared 
the thief six days later.

Mega-brawl
 A dispute over a bad soc-
cer call turned into a four-
on-four brawl that led to the 
arrest of eight people on Jan. 
24.
 Cops say that at some point 
during the game, which was 
played at the schoolyard at 
Hoyt and Union streets 
at around 2:30 pm, one of 
the players got into a fight 
with another, a 45-year-old 
man who was brutally pum-
melled.
 The fight escalated un-
til eight people were brawl-
ing. But Officer Gregory Mc-
Nally showed up and arrested 
them all, though he missed 
the Jets game filling out all 
the paperwork.

Joe-mentum
 Yet another shopper was 
pickpocketed at Trader Joe’s 
on Jan. 22.
 In the latest incident at 
the Court Street supermar-
ket, a thief grabbed a Tusk 
wallet off of a shopping cart 
at around 11:45 am, and be-
fore the credit cards were can-
celled, he’d bought hundreds 
of dollars in Metrocards.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Train trouble
 A brutal brigand socked 
a woman in the head before 
snatching her purse as she 
walked into the Clinton-
Washington subway stop 
on Jan. 22.
 The victim told cops 
that her assailant sneaked 
up from behind at around 3 
pm near the station, which is 
on Lafayette Avenue, placed 
his hand over her mouth, and 
whispered in her ear, “Shut 
up!”
 He then punched her and 
flung her to the ground be-
fore swiping her bag, which 
contained an iPod.

iLife
 A thug swiped a woman’s 
Apple laptop on Grand Ave-
nue on Jan. 20.
 The victim told cops that 
the thief made his move at 
around 2 pm near DeKalb Av-
enue and grabbed the com-
puter out of her hands. 

Sleepy time
 A thief snatched a wom-
an’s purse — containing $940 
— while she was shopping 
at Sleepy’s on Flatbush Av-
enue on Jan. 22.
 The victim, who will prob-

ably be losing sleep about the 
crime, told cops that she set 
her purse down on a mattress 
at the bed store near the cor-
ner of Flatbush Avenue and 
Fulton Street at around 11:15 
am. Minutes later, the thief 
had pilfered her Louis Vuit-
ton purse.
 The victim even saw the 
perp making his getaway, 
but was unable to appre-
hend him.

Target trouble
 Once again, bandits are 
stalking the aisles of the 
sketchy Target at the At-
lantic Terminal.
 A cunning thief snatched 
an employee’s purse from a 
shopping cart while she was 
busy helping a customer on 
Jan. 23. 
 The victim told cops that 
her back was turned for no 
more than 30 seconds when 
the shopper-turned-thief 
made the grab at around 
1:30 pm. 
 She lost an antique bag 
holding an iPod Nano. 

Beat down
 A duo of thieves jumped 
a man at the corner of Gates 
and Clinton avenues on Jan. 
23, but was quickly caught 
by cops. 
 The treacherous Bonnie 
and Clyde pair punched the 
victim in the face and didn’t 
stop even after grabbing his 
phone at around 6 pm.
 Fortunately, Officer Ed-
gar Gonzalez arrived at the 
scene to cuff the perps. 

Caddy snatch
 A thief jacked a 2001 Ca-
dillac that had been parked 
on Willoughby Avenue on 
Jan 16. 
 The owner of the auto said 
he last saw his car at around 
6 pm near Waverly Avenue. 
It was not there when he re-
turned the next day.
 — Stephen Brown

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

oyPhone swipe
 A bike-riding bandit who 
has stolen iPhones from 
gabby Slope pedestrians 
made another attempt at a 
swipe on Jan. 23, but was 
foiled.
 Cops say that a 48-year-
old woman was on Park Place 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at around 6:15 pm — ba-
sically the same area and time 
of the other iPhone swipes 
— when a man on a bicycle 
approached her from behind 
and made a lunge for the pop-
ular smartphone.
 He didn’t get it, but wit-
nesses briefly chased the as-
sailant, who has been spot-
ted before with the same 
M.O. The would-be thief 
got away.

oyPhone arrest
 Two men were arrested in 
an attempt to steal a Brigh-
ton Beach man’s iPhone on 
the Q train under Park Slope 
on Jan. 22.
 The victim told cops that he 
was “playing on the iPhone” 
on a Manhattan-bound Q train 
at around 12:25 pm and wasn’t 
paying attention as the train 
pulled into the Seventh Ave-
nue station.
 Just before the doors 
opened, a thief came out of 
nowhere, grabbed the phone 
and fled — but the victim 
followed him out of the car 
and caught him on the plat-
form. The 23-year-old vic-
tim thought he had the upper 
hand until two accomplices 
showed up and pummeled the 
iPhone owner.
 All three crooks fled, but 
two were later collared after 
the token booth clerk called 
911.

Car toons
 At least four cars were bro-
ken into — including one be-
longing to a federal employee 
and one from an environmen-
tal group — last week:

that had been parked on 
Berkeley Place between 
Eighth Avenue and Plaza 
Street West on Jan. 12 and 
stole the front airbags. The 
driver, who was using the 
Council on the Environ-
ment’s company Prius, dis-
covered the crime on Jan. 
18.

of dollars in electronics inside 
his Honda when he went to 
work inside Prospect Park on 
Jan. 18 returned to find all of 
it gone. The victim told cops 
that he’d parked on Union 
Street between Eighth Ave-
nue and Prospect Park West 
at around 8:15 am, but when 
he returned at 1:20 pm, he 
discovered that a computer, 
a camera and other equip-
ment was gone.

patsy — the federal govern-
ment — when he broke into 
a U.S. Immigration and Cus-
tom Enforcement officer’s 
private Volvo on Prospect 
Park West and stole sirens, 
a flashlight, a navigation sys-
tem and an expandable ba-
ton suitable for keeping peo-

ple in line. The worker told 
cops that he had parked the 
car between 13th and 14th 
streets at 8 pm on Jan. 13, 
but it had been broken into 
by Jan. 19 at 8 am.

a victim’s open-door policy, 
stealing thousands in elec-
tronics and apparel from a car 
that had been left in a Second 
Avenue parking lot overnight 
on Jan. 14. The victim told 
cops that he left the car in the 
lot, near Sixth Street, at 5:40 
pm, but when he returned the 
next morning at 9:20, his cam-
era, iPod, Playstation system, 
sunglasses, sneakers, clothes 
and $150 were gone. He ad-
mitted that he’d left the back 
door open.

Three burgs
 Three victims learned a 
valuable lesson about keep-
ing their valuables safe last 
week, thanks to three crooks 
who took advantage of un-
tended stuff. Here’s a round-
up:

and a projector from a room 
inside New York Methodist 
Hospital on Jan. 14. The vic-
tim told cops that he left the 
stuff inside the Sixth Street 
medical center at around 3 
pm and returned to it an hour 
later.

a woman who had set her 
purse down on the floor of 
a St. Marks Avenue bar early 
on Jan. 22. The 31-year-old 
victim told cops that she no-
ticed a 40-year-old “acting 
suspiciously” near her bag, 
but by the time she checked, 
the wallet and the $350 in-
side it, was gone from the 
bar, which is between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues.

her bag on the counter while 
she got a drink at a Fifth Av-
enue restaurant on Jan. 23 re-
turned five minutes later to 
find the bag gone. She told 
cops that she set the bag down 
at 3:10 pm inside the restau-
rant, which is between 13th 
and 14th streets.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Drunken master
 Some quiet bandits 
sneaked through a wom-
an’s N. Sixth Street apart-
ment while she slept on Jan. 
23.
 The victim told police that 
she’d had some drinks be-
fore bed, and that the perps 
must have broken into the 
unit, which is between Have-
meyer Street and Meeker Av-
enue, after she went to bed at 
10:40 pm. When she awoke 
eight hours later, she discov-
ered that her laptop, purse and 
wedding ring were gone.
 To add insult to injury, the 
thieves left open the front 
door, allowing the wom-
an’s cats to escape.

Phone snags
 Criminals were crazy for 
iPhones in Greenpoint and 
Williamsburg this past week. 
Here’s a roundup of thefts:

-
an’s Apple phone right out 
of her hand on Berry Street 
on Jan. 19. She told cops that 
was near N. Third Street at 

about 6:30 pm when the man 
tore the smartphone away, 
and when she tried to take 
the expensive device back, 
he pushed her on the ground 
and ran.

repeatedly punched a man 
in the face who near the in-
tersection of Eckford Street 
and Driggs Avenue on Jan. 
21. The terror trio jumped 
him at about 11 pm, took his 
iPhone and left him bleed-
ing from his eyes, nose and 
mouth.

-
vantage of a man who was 
texting while walking on 
Manhattan Avenue — be-
tween Skillman Avenue 
and Conselyea Street — on 
Jan. 20. The thugs ran up and 
punched the man at 11 pm, 
pushed him on the ground 
and stole his iPhone and wal-
let.

handguns grabbed a woman 
on Roebling Street near N. 
Ninth Street at 10 pm on Jan. 
23 and stole her tote bag con-
taining an iPhone and cash. 
One of them was identified 
by police and was arrested 
the next day.
 — Andy Campbell

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Tabernacled
 A thief is haunting the 
Brooklyn Tabernacle.
 A bandit swiped three 
watches from a desk in the 
Smith Street house of wor-
ship on Jan. 19 — all Bulo-
vas valued at $1,200.
 The crime at the cathedral, 
which is between Livings-
ton and Fulton streets, fol-
lows last week’s news that a 
creep snatched a lady’s purse 
while she attended a recent 
Sunday service. 

Hack attack
 An intergender band of 
thugs swarmed a taxi on 
Jan. 24, smashing the driv-
er’s window and stealing 
$200.
 The startled driver told 
cops that he had just dropped 
off passengers on St. Marks 
Place between Third and 
Fourth avenues at around 
2:30 am when the two men 
and two women approached 
the car.
 “You got money in here?” 
one asked before the trou-
blemakers took matters into 
their own hands. 

Joya thief
 A dirtbag snatched a wom-
an’s purse while she was eat-
ing at Joya Restaurant on 
Court Street on Jan. 16.
 The inattentive eater told 
cops that she had draped her 
purse over a chair while she 
ate at the eatery, which is be-
tween Wyckoff and Warren 
streets at around 7:30 pm. 
 When she returned her at-
tention to the bag, it (and the 
$20 inside it) was gone.

Popeye’s eyed
 Two brigands stormed the 
Popeye’s Chicken on Livings-
ton Street, forcing one em-
ployee into the walk-in re-
frigerator and demanding 
that the other open the safe 
at gunpoint on Jan. 23.
 The victims told cops that 

the pair entered the fast-food 
joint between Bond Street 
and Hanover Place at around 
9:15 am. 
 As they guided one of the 
employees at gunpoint to the 
safe, the two bozos appar-
ently became nervous and 
bashed the worker in the 
face with a gun before flee-
ing the scene — without even 
a three-piece box. 

ABC you later
 A thief swiped a woman’s 
wallet while she was shop-
ping at the ABC Super Store 
on the Fulton Mall on Jan 
20.
 The victim, who lost an 
assortment of credit cards 
and IDs, told cops that the 
jerk must have struck around 
10 am at the discount store 
between Jay and Pearl 
streets.

Tires taken
 Thieves seized four tires 
from a car that had was 
parked on Poplar and Hicks 
streets on Jan. 20.
 The owner of the auto 
returned to his car the next 
morning at around 7:30 am to 
find his ride on cinder blocks 
— minus four wheels that 
are valued at $2,000.
 — Stephen Brown

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

2 gals, 1 gun
 A masked man held two 
women up for their purses on 
Leonard Street on Jan. 24.
 The two were walking 
between Devoe and Ain-
slie streets at about 12:15 
am when a jerk with his face 
covered by a mask ran up, 
pointed a gun at one of the 
women and told both gals to 
hand over the purses.
 The jerk yanked one vic-
tim’s chain right off her neck 
before he fled.

Lock luck
 Someone rummaged 
through a Meserole Street 
renter’s apartment while she 
was away and stole more than 
$2,000 worth of equipment 
and cash on Jan. 24.
 The victim told police 
that she was sure she had 
locked the door before she 
left at about 4 am, but she 
still returned to the apart-
ment, which is between Bush-
wick Avenue and Waterbury 
Street, at 1:30 pm to find the 
door open and her cellphone, 
$1,500 and other expensive 
electronics missing.

Without cash
 Two jerks brandishing 
handguns held up three em-
ployees at Rainier Fine Foods 
on Metropolitan Avenue on 
Jan. 22.
 The two entered the store 
— which is between Driggs 
Avenue and Roebling Street 
— at about 5 pm and pointed 
their guns at two employ-
ees.
 One perp then told an em-
ployee, “Take me to the office 
where the boss is,” where-
upon the group moved to the 
manager’s office.
 The perps demanded 
cash, but the manager said 
he didn’t have any, so the 
thugs punched him repeat-
edly in the face and left.
 — Andy Campbell
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Cops are investigating whether the same 
armed thug was responsible for a crime 
wave on the Fulton Mall last week.
 In the first incident on Jan. 20, the 
thug approached a man near Bond Street 
at around 7 pm and brandished a gun, 
forcing him to hand over his cash.
 The crook then directed his victim 
around the corner and stated the obvi-
ous: “You know I got a piece, right?” 
 The victim nodded yes, and then handed 
over $70. 
 The next day on the same block, the 
thief intimidated another man into with-
drawing money from an ATM by say-
ing he had a gun trained on him.
 The victim told cops that the man ap-
proached him at around 6:30 am and in-
sisted he hand over his cash. The victim 
then walked to an ATM and withdrew 
$40.

 Lastly, on Jan. 22, the thug used nearly 
identical tactics to spook another man 
into withdrawing money from an ATM 
by saying he had a gun pointed at him 
through his coat pocket.
 The victim told cops that he was leav-
ing a store between Lawrence and Hoyt 
streets at around 3 pm when the man ap-
proached and said, “I have a burner in 
my pocket pointed at you. Give me your 
money.”
 When the victim explained that he 
did not have any cash, the pair reached 
a compromise by agreeing to stroll over 
to an ATM. The victim withdrew $60 
and handed it over. 
 In all three cases, cops are on the hunt 
for 6-foot-2, 200-pound man.
 The crime wave began on the day be-
fore the Fulton Mall added a new attrac-
tion that is generating lots of foot traffic 
in the area near Smith Street: the new Ar-
by’s in the old Gage and Tollner space.
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 Finally, Brooklynites don’t need to cross a 
river — or an ocean — for great tapas.
 That revelation comes courtesy of David Selig, 
who has brought the outstanding Spanish small 
plate restaurant, ñ, to DUMBO — under his ex-

isting Rice restaurant.
 “Our customers 
have been moving their 
lives towards Brook-
lyn, so it was time” to 
bring ñ (pronounced 
EN-yea) to the bor-
ough, said Selig. 
 If last Thursday’s 
grand opening party 
was anything to judge 

by, it will be hard to get a table. By 8 pm, the 
free sangria had run dry and every tapas plat-
ter — the sweet and briny gambas al ajillo, 
the smokey, chewy chorizo, the earthy roasted 
mushrooms — was snatched up in seconds. 
 Selig said the new spot would keep the spirit 
of the original on Crosby Street in West Brook-
lyn — including live flamenco performances 
on Thursday. 
 ñ [81 Washington St. between Front and 
York streets in DUMBO, (718) 228-9880]. 

— Kristen V. Brown

   DUMBO took one more step towards becom-
ing the sweetest neighborhood in the city, now 
that Dewey’s candy shop has joined Jacques 
Torres, Almondine and the Brooklyn Ice Cream 
Factory in the neighborhood down under the 
Manhattan Bridge.
 The new confec-
tionery caters more to 
candy-loving grown-
ups than kids, stock-
ing an armory of nos-
talgic treats like Wax 
Lips and Fun Dip in ad-
dition to standard fare 
like Snickers bars — 
and should fit in nicely 
with the high-end chocolatier, the French bak-
ery and the creamery.
 Alison “Dewey” Oblonsky, a petite, ener-
getic veteran of Victoria’s Secret and Donna 
Karan opened the store for obvious reasons: “I 
was unemployed and didn’t really want to go 
back to the corporate world when it occurred 
to me, duh! Who doesn’t like candy?”
 Indeed, Oblonsky can hardly keep her shelves 
stocked. 
 “I guess I underestimated the power of the 
gummy,” said Oblonsky.
 Dewey’s Candy  [41 Front St. between Pearl 
and Jay streets, (718) 422-1333].

— Kristen V. Brown

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

fter nearly 40 years, Melvin Van Pee-
bles is resurrecting his fiery, militant 
film, “Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss 

Song,” for an audience that, in his opin-
ion, has become numbed to the racial is-
sues that still plague America.
 Van Peebles, now 77, has had to pass 
along the role of 
Sweetback — a vir-
ile, proud black man 
who doesn’t take any 
crap from racist cops 
— though the direc-
tor is as passionate 
about the character 
as ever. That said, he 
has added a few in-
gredients to the film’s dated mix of racial 
injustice, righteous anger and hot sex.
 As Van Peebles sees it, young people 
today just don’t get the message borne out 
of the turmoil of the Civil Rights era.
 “Some of the younger audience were a 
little adrift in the tenor of the movie,” Van 
Peebles said during a break from rehears-
als for the two-night stand at BRIC Stu-
dios in Fort Greene next month. “Many of 
the ideas have become watered down.”
 As such, in the upcoming “ ’hood op-
era” version of “Sweetback,” the racist 
police commissioner breaks into a vi-
ciously ironic song about “a slice of that 
good old American pie” after shamelessly 
using a racial slur in front of two black 
cops.
 In the film version, Van Peebles noted, 
the top cop simply used the slur and moved 
on.
 Proving Van Peebles’s point, the 
30-year-old actor filling the role of Sweet-
back admitted that he initially felt re-
moved from the themes of the story.
 “People my age are drawn to the 1970s, 
mostly because of fashion,” the actor, Jer-
emiah Abiah said. “Issues of race have 

been washed over between generations — 
sugar-coated because of the Civil Rights 
movement. But the issues are still alive, 
especially through a project like this.”
 The cigar-smoking director was quick 
to point out that despite his revisions to 
accommodate his new audience, the jive-
talk, funk music style of the film, straight 
out of 1971, will remain. 
 Van Peebles’s goal is now to trans-

port the audience 
back to the time 
of his film that, he 
said, was required 
viewing among the 
Black Panthers.
 His movie tells 
the picaresque ad-
ventures of a sex 
performer named 

“Sweetback” who kills a couple of cor-
rupt cops in Los Angeles before he high-
tails it to the Mexican border. During his 
escape are pit stops for surreal sexual en-
counters interspersed with funky mon-
tages of parts of Southern California ig-
nored by Hollywood.
 To recapture the aura of the early 1970s 
period piece for the live show, Van Peebles 
enlisted the band Burnt Sugar, which not 
only provides the excellent soundtrack, 
but also participates in the performance. 
In fact, many of the musicians will ful-
fill roles as characters on stage — some 
going so far as to participate in the nu-
merous sex scenes. (The encounters will 
be clothed, alas, making them not nearly 
as authentic as the original film version 
— which earned every X of its adults-
only rating.)
 Van Peebles has had made other ad-
justments to his righteous tale as well. 
 Specifically, the director cut 17 min-
utes and 20 seconds — he knew the exact 
amount of film — that were impossible 
to adapt to the stage because they were 
almost entirely random shots of scenes 
from Southern California in the 1970s.

 To make up for the missing time, the 
film’s opening scene — in which a very 
young Sweetback (then played by a na-
ked Mario Van Peebles, the director’s son) 
discovers his sexual prowess at age 13 — 
has been expanded for the stage. 
 When asked if he caught any flack for 
using his own son in such a racy scene, 
Van Peebles blew off the question.
 “I catch flack for everything,” Van Pee-
bles said. “Mario must have enjoyed the 

scene — he’s got five 
kids now.”

 Indeed, Van Peebles follows his own 
path and it has worked out well for him.
 As it turned out, “Sweetback” grossed 
$10 million off a bare-bones budget, net-
ting Van Peebles a decent profit in spite 
of all his (white) naysayers — a point that 
brings him great pleasure.
 “I’m actually a lonely, sad person,” Van 
Peebles said with a wry smile. 
 “I go to the bank with big crocodile 
tears.” 

 Enough football — it’s finally time for taco 
makers to compete in a Super Bowl of sorts, 
the Brooklyn Taco Experiment.
 It’s the third cook-off hosted by Theo Peck 
and Nick Suarez, and you know the drill: dozens 
of amateur chefs will show up with their cre-

ations and compete for 
the judges affections. 
Twenty-six-year old 
Brooklyn Beer Experi-
ment runner-up Rachel 
Crawford thinks she’s 
the front-runner.
 “I’m going right 
after the anti-cilantro 
people,” said Craw-
ford, who has named 

her creation the “F—k Yeah Cilantro” taco, 
and includes slow-cooked pork, jicama slaw, 
and pickled onions and jalapenos.
 You never know who is going to show up on 
game day, but pre-registered competitors include 
a coffee-glazed pork tenderloin taco, a bahn mi 
taco and one lonely vegetarian competitor. 
 Luckily for Crawford (and any other contes-
tants reading this), judge Todd Mitgang, chef 
and co-owner of Cascabel Taqueria, has spilled 
the frijoles about what he likes in a taco. 
 “We’re looking for a balance — with any 
food there should be complex flavor profiles,” 
he said. “Mexican has a lot of ingredients to play 
with. I hope people have done some research 
and are coming from a place of authenticity.”
 All available slots are almost taken, but the 
public can show up and chow down for $25.
 Brooklyn Taco Experiment at The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510]. 
Tickets are $25 (includes one beer).

— Kristen V. Brown

 “Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss 
Song” at BRIC Arts | Media | House [647 
Fulton St. between Rockwell Place and 
DeKalb Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
855-7882] will show Feb. 3 and 4. Tick-
ets are $10.
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Van Peebles brings his 
X-rated classic to the stage

 “Sweet Sweetback’s Baadasssss 
Song” tells the story of a black man 
whose rage against corrupt white 
authorities eventually reaches a 
boiling point, leaving two racist 
cops dead and him on the run to 
the Mexican border.
 The virtually plotless, avant-
garde romp through 1970s South-
ern California is often cited as the 
inspiration for “blaxploitation” 
movies like “Superfly,” “Shaft” 

and “Cleopatra Jones.”
 The story, if you could call it that, 
follows the title character, a stoic, sex-
ually charged badass, as he eludes au-
thorities. After discovering his sexual 
prowess at the age of just 13, Sweet-
back becomes a renowned sexual per-
former. At one point, he finds himself 
asked to turn a militant over to two 
crooked cops. Rather than betray his 
friend, Sweetback kills the cops and 
hits the road (in a series of psyche-

delic montage sequences reminiscent 
of a less-polished “Taxi Driver”).
 He survives on his wits (and on 
live lizard!).
 Like Sweetback, the film suc-
ceeded, despite the deck being stack 
against it. Van Peebles struggled 
to fund the project, and then was 
only able to premiere the movie in 
two theaters — one in Atlanta, the 
other in Detroit.
 After the film resonated with the 

black community in those cities, it 
exploded.
 Van Peebles noted in a recent in-
terview that perhaps the most sig-
nificant aspect of the cult classic 
was that the hero actually lives to 
fight another day. 
 “It was inconceivable that a he-
roic black character would live,” Van 
Peebles said. “There was a humon-
gous change after that.” 
 — Stephen Brown

Baadasssss: Legendary blax-
ploitation director Melvin 
Van Peebles is restaging his 
angry, sexually provocative 
classic, “Sweet Sweetback’s 
Baadasssss Song” for the 
stage. It’ll run at BRIC Stu-
dios on Feb. 3 and 4. Van 
Peebles is overseeing every 
part of the production.
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FRI, JAN. 29
ART, “THE ANT”: Display of Xavier 

Roux’s 60-foot long sculpture. 1–7 
pm. Invisible Dog [51 Bergen St. in 
Cobble Hill, (347) 981-4186], www.
theinvisibledog.org. 

MUSIC, ERIC DIVITO GROUP: $6. 6 
pm–8:30 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], www.
puppetsjazz.com. 

DANCE, BALLROOM SOCIAL: Featur-
ing live music, dancing, door prizes 
and more. $10 (donation). 7:30 
pm–1 am. Crystal City Dance [1305 
86th St. at 13th Avenue in Benson-
hurst, (718) 646-0402]. 

ART OPENING: Recent paintings 
by Lizabeth Mitty and new 
photographs by James Reeder. 
6–8 pm. A.M. Richard Fine Art 
[328 Berry St. at S. Fourth Street in 
Williamsburg, (917) 570-1476], www.
amrichardfineart.com. 

 Author of 
“Wild Child” and “The Women.” 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

 Shake-
speare’s comedy, directed by Sam 
Mendes. $25-$95. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, JOSH FERRIS: Author of 
“The Unnamed.” 7:30 pm. Green-
light Bookstore [686 Fulton Street, 
at South Portland in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200]. 

MURDER”: Two interlocking plays, 
“Detective” and “Victims,” explore 
violence in the small town of Senti-
nel, OK. $18 for either play/$25 for 
both. Brick Theater [575 Metropoli-
tan Ave. at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

 Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, CHRIS CUBIETA AND THE 
LIARS CLUB: With openers Matt 
Singer, Dean Fields, and Andrew 
Lipke. $8. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

 
An environmental excursion into 
Lewis Carroll’s “Alice In Wonder-
land.” $35 (adults), $20 (students). 8 
pm. Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], www.
irondale.org. 

MUSIC, MOZART’S “REQUIEM”: Per-
formed by the Brooklyn Conserva-
tory Community Orchestra. $10. 
8 pm. Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-8300], 
www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Violist Leslie Harlow plays Mozart 

12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

BLERS: Old-time bluegrass music. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Backroom 
[485 Dean St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 622-7035], 
www.freddysbackroom.com. 

 Weekly improv show 
with troupes Sidecar and M.A.D. 
10 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

MUSIC, IN ONE WIND: 10 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

 Featur-
ing the Pontani Sisters, comedian 
Leo Allen and more. $25 ($20 in 
advance). Midnight. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SAT, JAN. 30

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

DEN: 1 pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., at East-
ern Parkway in Crown Heights, (718) 
623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO TRANS
PORTATION: 3 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694-1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

PERFORMANCE

MURDER”: See Friday, Jan. 29. 
 See Fri-

day, Jan. 29. 
MUSIC, FIELD MUSIC: With the Spinto 

Band and the Mugs. $12. 7:30 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

 
Brave New World Repertory Theatre 
presents a reading of Arthur Miller’s 
play. $50 ($25 seniors). 7:30 pm. 
Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.
theoldstonehouse.org. 

 Blues 
legend and his band performs. 
$10 (suggested). 8 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

 
3 pm and 8 pm. See Friday, Jan. 29. 

MUSIC, BLAIR GIMMA: 9 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

MUSIC, HERE WE GO MAGIC: $14. 
9 pm. Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486-5400]. 

MUSIC, DANGEROUS: An all metal 
tribute band to Michael Jackson. 
With Judas Priestess and Cheap 
Trick or Treat (you get the idea for 
those). $5. 9 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 

and Brahms. $35 ($30 senior, $15 
student). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, M SHANGHAI STRING 
BAND: American-folk. $10. 9 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. at Wood-
hull Street in the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, ARTURO O’FARRILL QUAR
TET: $12. 9 pm–1 am. Puppet’s Jazz 
Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], www.
puppetsjazz.com. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 29

It’s a thriller
The only problem 
with Michael Jack-
son? He couldn’t 
rock. Don’t get us 
wrong, we love the 
guy. He was a fashion 
icon, a tremendous 
musician and had legs 
that Fred Astaire 
couldn’t touch, but he 
simply wasn’t the full 
package. Tonight, a 
bunch of heavy-metal 
bands will give us a 
taste of what the King 
of Pop could have 
been if he’d truly 
eclipsed Elvis as the 
King of Rock and Roll.

9 pm. “Dangerous: An all-
metal tribute to Michael 
Jackson” at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369]. Tickets, $5.

SATURDAY
January 30

Blues man
Fans of blues are 
never happier than 
when legend Danny 
Kalb performs at 
Barbes. First of all, 
Kalb’s hashmarks go 
way back to the 
1960s, even before he 
founded the Blues 
Project with Al 
Kooper. Now, per-
forming in a trio, Kalb 
mixes blues classics 
with his own composi-
tions. The tiny Barbes 
is the best place to 
see him.

8 pm. Danny Kalb Trio at 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177]. 

MONDAY
February 1

Bridge 
project
Look, we haven’t 
always been so gener-
ous to the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park — that’s 
because it’s a water-
front development, 
not a park. But with 
the first permanent 
section about to open, 
let’s put aside politics 
and raise some money 
for the Park Conser-
vancy, which runs 
events in the existing 
greenspace.

7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Conservancy fund-
raiser. Superfine [126 
Front St. at Pearl Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 802-0603 
X22]. Admission is $30 
(includes hors d’oeuvres, 
two cocktails and one 
raffle ticket). 

THURSDAY
February 4

Beachy 
keen
Finally, the women 
of the Wasabassco 
Burlesque have 
come up with a 
great gimmick: a 
beach party! Wear 
your own bathing 
suit and let the win-
ter melt away as 
G-string-wearing 
strippers turn up the 
heat. Drink specials 
for anyone who gets 
in the swimsuit spirit.

8 pm. “A Day at the 
Beach” with Wasabassco 
Burlesque at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510]. Tickets, $10. 

SATURDAY
February 6

Dan’s the 
man
Our own Thurston 
Dooley III, the world’s 
only full-time pup-
petry, mime and kid’s 
music critic, gave a 
thumbs-down to Dan 
Zanes’s new show-
tunes LP, but Dooley 
also urges everyone 
to go to the kiddie 
Dylan’s live shows. 
Zanes’s band always 
cooks — and there’ll 
be more special 
guests than at the 
Last Waltz!

2 pm and 5 pm. Dan 
Zanes and friends at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100].

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 7

SUN, JAN. 31
 

Immigrant Affairs Commissioner 
Fatima Shama leads program on 
“Compassion and Action.” 1:30 
pm. Grace Church [254 Hicks St. at 
Grace Court in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 768-2175]. 

 The 76th 
Precinct will etch your car, truck, 
bike or electronics for protection 
purposes; appointments can be 
made for other times. Free. 6–9 
pm. 76th Precinct stationhouse 
[191 Union St., between Henry and 
Hicks streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 834-3211]. 

TUES, FEB. 2

 
Monthly meeting. 6 pm. Long 
Island University [Flatbush Avenue 
at DeKalb Avenue in Downtown, 
(718) 596-5410]. 

WED, FEB. 3
 See Sunday, Jan. 

31. 

 Monthly meeting. 6 
pm. Brooklyn Hospital [DeKalb 
Avenue at St. Felix Street in 
Downtown, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly meeting. 
6:30 pm. Community Board 1 
office [435 Graham Ave. between 
Frost and Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009].

 
Monthly meeting. Free. 7 pm. 
Benson Ridge Senior Services 
(6823 Fifth Ave. in Bay Ridge). 

THURS, FEB. 4

 Monthly meeting. 
6:30 pm. Community Board 1 
office [435 Graham Ave. between 
Frost and Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009].
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INTRODUCING

Saporita Pizza
TO DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN!

FREE delivery to Downtown
and parts of Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

Free garlic knots & 1 liter 
soda w/ purchase of any pie

(With coupon only. Cannot be used  
with any other offer. Exp. 3/12/10)

$3 off any order 
of $15 or more

(With coupon only. Cannot be used 
with any other offer. Exp. 3/12/10)

Saporita

PIZZA
27 Smith St. (near Livingston St.)
718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm
Corporate accounts welcome
Catering for all events

Hero Sandwiches Pasta Dishes

Plain Pizza Speciality Pizza Square Pizza

Appetizers Salads

 “A Matter of Size,” which is about overweight Is-
raeli men who give up dieting and become sumo wrestlers, will 
screen on Jan. 30 at the Brooklyn Israeli Film Festival.

O
nl

y 
th

e 
B

es
t 

:-)
)

Choose from our Special a La Carte Menu
and Valentine Dessert

Enjoy the Ambiance of our Roaring Fireplace & Live Piano Music

345 Court Street at Union St.
in Carroll Gardens

Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015
Your host Joseph Chirico

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Make your Valentine’s Day
a memorable one at

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS ONLINE
WITH OPENTABLE.COM

347 Court Street off Union St.  ·  (718) 243-1000
FREE VALET PARKING

AWARD
OF

EXCELLENCE

2009
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Warm up your winter 
with an extra $150.

       Member FDIC 

Simply choose the account 
that’s right for you.

Get
up to $150

Hurry, offer  
ends February 28th.

Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 

www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

New checking accounts and new money only. In order to qualify for the $150 you must open a new active 
checking account with new money, sign up for and receive direct deposit and complete 5 debit card 
purchases. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. To 
qualify, each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Purchases must be completed prior to 45 days 
after the end of the promotion. Direct Deposit – You will receive $100 upon receipt of a recurring payroll 
or other recurring direct deposit. To qualify, the direct deposit must be a recurring deposit of $250 or more 
and is credited to the new checking account on at least a monthly basis. Tax refunds are not considered 
an eligible direct deposit. The direct deposit must post to the new checking account prior to 45 days after 
the end of the promotion. The promotion compensation will credited to the checking account 60 days 
after the promotion ends. The promotion ends on February 28, 2010 and is subject to change and early 
termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. 
This offer is limited to one per household. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with 
Flushing Bank. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to each type of 
checking account.
Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. 

Totally Free Checking
No fees and no minimums

BestRate Checking
Earn one of the highest interest rates available

Relationship Checking
Preferred rates on CDs and money market accounts

Enjoy Frozen Margaritas, 
Piña Coladas, Daiquiris, 
Sangria & Mexican Beer 

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER, SUNDAY BRUNCH, PRIVATE PARTIES

Fiesta Fridays!

at the Bar 
all for $350 each

Every Friday 3-7pm
To top off the occasion, order 

food from our
“Mexican Side” of the menu at

 ½ PRICE!

Fiesta Fridays!

114 Bay Ridge Avenue
(718) 833-8865
www.CasaPepe.com

Sign up for FREE Balanced Billing.

nationalgridus.com

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Fea-
turing the music of Mozart, 
Liszt, Bach and Brahms. 
$35 ($30 senior, $15 stu-
dent). Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: Tony Kushner’s 
race musical set in 1963 
Louisiana. $18. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], 
galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, LIFE IN A BLENDER: 
Eclectic jazz-rock band per-
forms. Free. 10 pm. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: Brooklyn’s answer to 
Union Square. 9 am–4 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue 
in Park Slope, (212) 788-
7900], cenyc.org. 

 
Free. 9 am–5 pm. PS 
321 schoolyard (Seventh 
Avenue and First Street 
in Park Slope), www.
parkslopefleamarket.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Indoor 
crafts and antique market. 
Free. 10 am–5 pm. One 
Hanson Place (1 Hanson Pl. 
at Ashland Street in Fort 
Greene), www.brown-
stoner.com/brooklynflea. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Artists and 
Fleas (129 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Bedford Avenue 
and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

OTHER
ART, “THE ANT”: See Friday, 

Jan. 29. 
TALK, PANEL DISCUSSION 

ON OBAMA’S FIRST 
YEAR: Writer Courtney 
Martin leads the conversa-
tion. 2 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, GABRIEL OROZCO: 

Presentation on the 
contemporary Mexican 
artist’s varied career. Free. 
4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (212) 677-4650], 
resourcesnycdatabase.org. 

YOUTH SHOW: Young people 
create and perform their 
own original performance 
work. $5. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.
bax.org. 

FILM, “A MATTER OF SIZE”: 
Part of the three-day Brook-
lyn Israeli Film Festival. 8 pm. 
Kane Street Synagogue [236 
Kane St. between Court and 
Clinton streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 857-0256].

SUN, JAN. 31

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, BROOKLYN BOTANIC 

GARDEN: 1 pm. See Satur-
day, Jan. 30. 

TOUR, ATLANTIC AVENUE 
TUNNEL: Explore the long-
abandoned subway tunnel 
with Bob Diamond, who 
rediscovered the under-
ground path in 1980. $15 
(suggested). 11 am. Call for 
location, (718) 941-3160, 
www.brooklynrail.net. 

TOURS: $15. 1 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth Ave-
nue and 25th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 768-7300], 
www.green-wood.com. 

ICE SKATING: Free admission 
with proof of birthday. $5 
($3, children under 14, and 
seniors). 2–6 pm. Wollman 
Rink [Ocean and Parkside 
avenues in Prospect Park, 
(718) 965-8934], www.
prospectpark.org. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN CON
TRIBUTIONS TO TRANS
PORTATION: See Satur-
day, Jan. 30. 

PERFORMANCE
DANCE CLASS: Hosted by 

Dancewave and LIU profes-
sors. Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown Brook-
lyn, (718) 522-4696], www.
dancewave.org. 

BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE 
OPEN: Anat Cohen 
Quartet performs works 
featuring Dave Scott. $20 
($15 Students). 2–6 pm. 
Belarusian Church [401 At-
lantic Ave. at Bond Street 

in Boerum Hill, (718) 369-
6931], www.connection-
works.org. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING
ERS WINTER CONCERT: 
Brahms’s “Liebeslieder 
Walzer.” $10 ($5 for seniors, 
students). 2:30 pm. St. 
Saviour Church [611 Eighth 
Ave. between Sixth and 
Seventh streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 788 2282], 
parkslopesingers.home-
stead.com. 

MUSIC, MOZART’S “RE
QUIEM”: Performed by 
the Brooklyn Conservatory 
Community Orchestra. $10. 
3 pm. St. Ann’s Church [157 
Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 707-1411], www.bqcm.
org. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
3 pm. See Friday, Jan. 29.

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: See Saturday, Jan. 30. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

THEATER, “A BRIEF HISTORY 
OF MURDER”: See Friday, 
Jan. 29. 

MUSIC, “A TRIBUTE TO JIMI 
HENDRIX”: A donation 
from the proceeds of this 
show will be made to Haitian 
relief. $20 ($12 in advance). 
7 pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 230-0236], 
www.spsounds.com.

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur-
day, Jan. 30. 

GREENMARKET AND 
MARKERS MARKET: 
Crafts and produce under 
the same roof. 10 am–5 
pm. Old American Can 
Factory (232 Third St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
communitymarkets.biz.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

OTHER
ASSEMBLY FOR “FREE

THINKERS”: Matthew 
LaClair discusses “being 
good without God.” 11 
am–12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

ART, “THE ANT”: See Friday, 

Jan. 29. 
DISCUSSION ON VALUES: 

The Dialogue Project leads 
the talk. 1:30–4 pm. Grace 
Church Episcopal [234 
Hicks St. at Remsen Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
768-2175], www.thedia-
logueproject.org. 

YOUTH SHOW: See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

HAITIAN RELIEF FUND
RAISER: Palo Santo restau-
rant offers a three-course 
Haitian meal, with half the 
money donated to relief 
charities. $50. 5–10 pm. 
Palo Santo restaurant [652 
Union St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 636-6311], 
www.palosanto.us. 

OPEN MIC: 5–8 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandys-
tore.com. 

CAREER NETWORKING FOR 
MOMS: Treat yourself to a 
night away from the kids to 
network and have a glass of 
wine. $15 at the door. 5:30 
pm. Muriel Guepin Art Gal-
lery [47 Bergen St. between 
Smith and Court streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (917) 
767-5283]. To register, visit 
www.momasphere.com. 

FILM, “ELI & BEN”: Part of 
the three-day Brooklyn 
Israeli Film Festival. 7 pm. 
Kane Street Synagogue 
[236 Kane St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 857-
0256]. 

FILM, “EDDIE MURHPY’S 
RAW”: 10:30 pm. Cafe 
Steinhof [427 Seventh Ave. 
at 14th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 369-7776], www.
cafesteinhof.com. 

MON, FEB. 1
ART, LIBRARY EXHIBIT: 

”Images and Representa-
tions: African Americans 
in the Media.” 9 am–7 pm. 
New York City College of 
Technology [300 Jay St. 
between Tillary and John-
son streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 260-5205], 
www.citytech.cuny.edu. 

WORKSHOP, COMPUTER 
BASICS: Free. 10:30 am. 
Brooklyn Public Library 
[1044 Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 953-
4225], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

ART TALK: Artist David Salle 

will speak. 12:45 pm. Pratt 
Institute [Willoughby Av-
enue between Hall Street 
and Classon Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 230-
6847], www.pratt.edu/
directions. 

READING, DEIRDRE SHAW: 
Author of “Love or Some-
thing Like It.” Free. 2 pm. 
Clinton Hill Library [380 
Washington Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, (718) 398-8713], 
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

THOMAS GREENE PARK 
BENEFIT: Donation in-
cludes climbing demos, 
food and wine. $20 (sug-
gested). 6–8 pm. Brooklyn 
Boulders [575 Degraw St. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 868-5332], 
www.friendsofdouglass-
greenepark.org. 

MUSIC, TRIVIA NIGHT: With 
Conrad and Doug Gillard 
and Dave Hill. $10 ($7 in 
advance). 7 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

BROOKLYN BRIDGE PARK 
CONSERVANCY BENEFIT: 
Admission includes hors 
d’oeuvres, two cocktails 
and one raffle ticket. $30 
($25 in advance). 7–10 pm. 
Superfine [126 Front St. at 
Pearl Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603 X22]. 

TUES, FEB. 2
THEATER, “THE LONG 

WALK TO FREEDOM”: 
Songs and dramatic vi-
gnettes about the Civil 

Continued from page 6

 Life in a Blender is the ultimate Brooklyn band. 
Nine members strong — the plurality playing 
horns and violins — and fronted by bona-fide 
wild man Don Rauf, the group has been cranking 
out Gothic-themed weirdness and rock anthems 
against gentrification since the 1980s. When the 

band takes the stage at most venues, half the 
members spill into the audience. But on Jan. 30, 
Blender hits the big time with a gig at the always 
outstanding BAM Cafe. On the eve of that show, 
Rauf checked in with Brooklyn Paper Editor — 
and resident Blender fanatic — Gersh Kuntzman.

A: That’s our style. I always 
like what the New Yorker said 
about us…

A: I am. “Life in a Blender is a 
long-running Brooklyn institu-
tion specializing in quirkily heart-
felt pop that is both surreal and 
thought-provoking. Though rife 
with oddness, the band’s work 
hides moments of poignancy 
and introspection amidst the 
laughs.”

A: I lived on Smith Street when 
it was just bodegas. As soon as 
Patois opened up, it uncorked the 
big barrel of gentrification. Boom 
— everything changed. The land-
slide began. Community is im-
portant. On Feb. 20, I’m host-
ing a variety show at Freddy’s 
and all the profits will go to the 
“Save Freddy’s” Fund. Freddy’s 
really is the soul of that neighbor-
hood. You rip out the soul and you 
have nothing but zombies mov-
ing in and then it soon changes 
to a ghost town.

See 9 DAYS on page 8

A: It’s a juggernaut, all right. We’re 
wrapping up a new album called 
“Kill the Bottle.” And we have a 

new horn section. Maybe it’s not 
a tower of power, but it’s a brassy 
little teepee of sound. And there’s 
a guy in England who is putting 
together a tour. Our sensibility fits 
the English audience.

A: They appreciate wit. The lit-
erate witty thing goes over great 
there.  

A: Pretentious? Moi? No, our lyr-
ics are always trying to deflate 
pretentiousness. When you try 
to do something smart or clever, 
people think you’re full of your-
self, but we’re completely absurd. 
We’re having a good time.
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10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler211 Fifth Ave. (at Union St) 

Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-636-WINE (9463) 
redwhiteandbubbly.com
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Rights movement. $7. 10:15 
am and 12:15 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
KumbleTheater. 

YOUTH DISCUSSION GROUP: 
See Monday, Feb. 1. 

GUMBO COOKOFF: A cook-
ing competition for pros 
and amateurs. Contestants 
must bring four quarts 
for judging. $15. 6:30 pm. 
Two Boots [514 Second 
Street between Seventh 
and Eighth avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-3253]. 

WOOD: Film critic Oleg 
Sulkin discusses Yul Brynner 
in Russian and English. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library Central Branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

MUSIC, COMEDY NIGHT: 
Free. 7–8:30 pm. Puppet’s 
Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 
11th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2622], www.
puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE 
IT”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 29. 

MUSIC, CINJUN TATE: 8 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

MUSIC, BRAMA SUKARMA 

streets in Park Slope), 
www.ps321.org.

READING, ANDREA ISRAEL 
AND NANCY GARFIN
KEL: Co-authors of “The 
Recipe Club: A Tale of 
Food and Friendship.” 7 
pm. Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

READING, PAPERBACK RE
LEASE PARTY: For “Low-
boy” by John Wray. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
See Friday, Jan. 29. 

READING, PETE’S READING 
SERIES: With Jonathan 
Dee, Julie Powell. 7:30 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

ALICE!”: See Friday, Jan. 
29. 

BURLESQUE BEACH PARTY: 
Pretend it’s summer with 
the girls of the Wasabassco 
Burlesque. Wear a bathing 
suit and get special 
discounts. $10. 8 pm. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZ NIGHT 
WITH THE IAN DUERR 
QUARTET: $25 ($20 
senior, $10 student). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

FRI, FEB. 5
DANCE, BALLROOM SO

CIAL: See Friday, Jan. 29. 
FREE CHILD DENTAL 

SCREENINGS: As part of 
“Give Kids a Smile Day.” 
9 am–3 pm. New York 
Methodist Hospital [506 
Sixth St. between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-8227]. 

ART, LIBRARY EXHIBIT: 
”Images and Representa-
tions: African Americans in 
the Media.” See Monday, 
Feb. 1. 

WOMEN, FREE HEALTH 
SCREENINGS: 10 am–1 
pm. New York Methodist 
Hospital [506 Sixth St. be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
832-8227]. 

THEATER, “GREAT MUMMY 
ADVENTURE”: See Thurs-
day, Feb. 4. 

YOUTH DISCUSSION 
GROUP: See Monday, 
Feb. 1. 

TEEN HANGOUT: See Thurs-
day, Feb. 4.

ART, “THE GENTRIFICA
TION OF BROOKLYN 
— THE PINK ELEPHANT 
SPEAKS”: See Thursday, 
Feb. 4.

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
See Friday, Jan. 29. 

WHITE: Author of “Weep-
ing Underwater Looks a 
Lot Like Laughter.” 7:30 
pm. Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

READING, MAAZA MENG
ISTE: Author of “Beneath 
the Lion’s Gaze.” 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton Street, at South 
Portland in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200]. 

COMEDY NIGHT: See Friday, 
Jan. 29. 

ALICE!”: See Friday, Jan. 
29. 

DANCE, “STONE SKIP
PING”: Features work by 
Sini Anderson, Alexis Cle-
ments, Sean Donovan, the 
Rev. Raymond Nader and 
SuperGroup. $15. Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Featuring music 
from Poulenc, Debussy, 
Honegger and Ravel. $35 
($30 senior, $15 student). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.
org. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

MUSIC, THE WHISTLING 
WOLVES: $10. 9 pm. Ja-
lopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in the Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront 
District, (718) 395-3214], 

www.jalopy.biz. 
IMPROV COMEDY, “GEN

TRIFY BROOKLYN!”: 10 
pm. See Friday, Jan. 29. 

MUSIC, THE MORGUES: 
10:30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.
com. 

SAT, FEB. 6

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, BROOKLYN BOTANIC 

GARDEN: 1 pm. See Satur-
day, Jan. 30. 

EDUCATION, AFRICAN 
AMERICAN CONTRIBU
TIONS TO TRANSPOR
TATION: See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

PERFORMANCE

DANCE: Presented by Irish 
American Brooklyn Parade 
Committee, and featuring 
“Black Velvet Band” with 
Rickie O’Shea. Call for 
tickets. 8 pm–midnight. St. 
Patrick’s Church [Fourth 
Avenue and 97th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 941-2887]. 

MUSIC, DAN ZANES AND 
FRIENDS: $15-$25. 2 pm 
and 5 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: See Saturday, 
Jan. 30. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
See Friday, Jan. 29. 

ALICE!”: 3 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, Jan. 29. 

DANCE, “STONE SKIPPING”: 
See Friday, Feb. 5. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Featuring Ensemble 
Tomscha. $40 ($35 senior, 
$20 student). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, GUITARISTS DAVID 
LAIBMAN AND NOR
MAN SAVITT: $15 ($6 for 
children). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

MUSIC, JEN KWOK: 
Combines music, improv 
and stand-up comedy. 
$10. 10:30 pm. Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. at Woodhull 
Street in the Columbia 
Street Waterfront District, 
(718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: See Saturday, Jan. 30. 
 See 

Saturday, Jan. 30. 
BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur-

day, Jan. 30. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 

Saturday, Jan. 30. 

OTHER
READING, VALENTINE’S 

DAY STORYTIME: ”The 
Legend of Lyla the Lovesick 
Ladybug.” 11 am. Barnes 
and Noble Park Slope 
[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

FARI: Asante, accom-
panied by a percus sionist, 
explores the African 
folk tradition with tales 
and dances. Free. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library 
Central Branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230-2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAYS: 
Music, performances, art, 
films, dance party and 
more tied in with Black His-
tory Month. Free. 5 pm–11 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Av-
enue (at St. Marks Avenue), 
Brooklyn in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “THE GENTRIFICA
TION OF BROOKLYN 
— THE PINK ELEPHANT 
SPEAKS”: See Thursday, 
Feb. 4. 

FORGOTTEN CHAMPI
ONSHIP WRESTLING: 
Pro-wrestling exhibition. 
$20. 7:30 pm. Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church [275 
N. Eighth St in Williams-
burg, (386) 867-1955], www.
fcwrestling.net. 

READING, MERI DANQUAH: 
Author of “The Black 
Body.” 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

 Get out the old Ric Flair T-shirt and work 
on that fist pump — the borough is about to 
receive its first piledriver of the decade.
 Brooklyn’s finest warriors will join some 
of the world’s top World Wrestling Federation 
and World Wrestling Entertainment stars in the 
year’s first Forgotten Championship Wrestling 
event on  Feb. 6.
 When the bell rings and the shirts come 
off, it’s going to be our very own — “Mr. Ev-
erything” (pictured) and “Lucifer Darksyde” 
among them — going head-to-head against 
wrestling legends like Hall of Famer Johnny 
Valiant and Brutus “The Barber” Beefcake.
 But this ain’t no frolic in the flowers.
 “Wrestlers used to bleed — and it meant 
something,” said Tony Ntellas, president of 

FCW. “These are going to be some old-school, 
hand-to-hand fights.”
 That said, he promised a family-friendly event 
(Manson Family, perhaps!). But the good news 
is that our independent idols aren’t the burnt-out, 
tired combatants captured by Mickey Rourke 
in “The Wrestler.” You’ll pay for your whole 
seat, but you’ll only need the edge.
 Proceeds will go to the Memorial Day Foun-
dation, honoring our soldiers overseas and the 
many who never came back alive. 
 Forgotten Championship Wrestling at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church (275 N. 
Eighth St. between Havemeyer and Meeker 
avenues in Williamsburg). Tickets are $25. 
For info, visit www.fcwrestling.net.

— Andy Campbell

Continued from page 7

GROUP: $6. 9 pm–11:30 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, IMPROV TRIO: 
Konceptions Series presents 
“TranceFormation,” 
featuring Connie Crothers, 
Ken Filiano and Andrea 
Wolper. $7. 9:30 pm. Korzo 
[667 Fifth Ave. between 
19th and 20th streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 285-
9425], www.myspace.com/
konceptions. 

WED, FEB. 3
EXHIBIT, “ARCHITECTURAL 

POLLINATION”: Paintings 
by Colin Keefe. 6–9 pm. 
RHV Fine Art [683 Sixth 

Ave. between 19th & 20th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
473-0819], www.rhvfineart.
com. 

CEMETERY: See Sunday, 
Jan. 31.

YOUTH DISCUSSION 
GROUP: See Monday, 
Feb. 1. 

READING, SASCHA ROTH
CHILD: Author of “How 
to Get Divorced by 30.” 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
See Friday, Jan. 29. 

READING, AMY SOHN: 
Author of “Prospect Park 
West.” 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton 
Street, at South Portland 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200]. 

ALICE!”: See Friday, Jan. 
29. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. at Woodhull Street in 
the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THURS, FEB. 4
TEEN HANGOUT: Enjoy 

books, games and music. 
Free. 3:30 pm. Red Hook 
Library [7 Wolcott St. at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 935-0203], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

ART, LIBRARY EXHIBIT: 
“Images and Representa-
tions: African Americans in 
the Media.” See Monday, 
Feb. 1. 

READING, HENRY MO
RALES: Author of “Journey 
of a Man: Packing Sneakers 
and Gun.” 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Supreme Court [320 Jay St. 
at Johnson Street in Down-
town, (516) 322-8616]. 

WORKSHOP, DATABASE 
CLASS: Learn to find in-
formation online. 1:30 pm. 
Free. Walt Whitman Library 
[93 St. Edwards Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 935-
0244], www.brooklynpubli-
clibrary.org. 

YOUTH DISCUSSION 
GROUP: See Monday, 
Feb. 1. 

COOKBOOK PARTY: Weekly 
dinner to raise money for 
local food pantries and 
hunger relief organizations. 
Free. 6–9 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

ART OPENING, “THE 
GENTRIFICATION OF 
BROOKLYN — THE PINK 
ELEPHANT SPEAKS”: 
Multi-media exhibition 
examining the effects of 
gentrification in Brooklyn. 
Free. 6–9 pm. MoCADA 
[80 Hanson Pl. at S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-0952], 
www.mocada.org. 

ART OPENING, “GLITCH 
GENERATION”: Group 
show about art rooted 
in mistakes. Free. 6 pm. 
BAC Gallery [111 Front St. 
between Washington and 
Adams streets in DUMBO, 
(718) 625-0080], www.
brooklynartscouncil.org/
documents/1315. 

MUSIC, “THE CREEP
SHOW!”: Six bands, DJs, 
burlesque and vendors. 
$15 ($10 in advance). 7 pm. 
Club Europa [98 Meserole 
Ave. at Manhattan Avenue 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
5723], www.europalive.net. 

MUSIC, CHIARA STRING 
QUARTET: “Beethoven 
and Beyond.” $15. 7 pm. 
PS 321 (180 Seventh Ave. 
between First and Second 

Juliet Rylance is radiant in the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music production of “As You Like It,” now through 
March 13 at the BAM Harvey Theater.
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Read The Butcher’s 
review online at

BrooklynPaper.com
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Smartmom loves all kinds of babies

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom and Hep-
cat drove out to Dit-
mas Park last Saturday 

night to hear Bad Teeth, Teen 
Spirit’s band, at Vox Pop.  
 Teen Spirit doesn’t usually 
allow Smartmom and Hepcat 
to come to his shows. When 
he plays at edgy loft music 
spaces like Shea Stadium in 
Bushwick, they don’t get the 
“you are cordially invited” 
treatment from their boy. 
 But they were welcome to 
attend the Vox Pop show be-
cause Smartmom frequents 
the cafe/bookstore/perfor-
mance space on Cortelyou 
Road and she even knows 
the manager, Debi Ryan. In 
a way, Teen Spirit knew he 
was stuck. He had to invite 
good old mom and dad. 
 Smartmom enjoyed Mo-
ther Courage, a band that 
has an appealing folk/punk 
vibe with literate and ach-
ingly melodic songs. Sitting 
behind her, Smartmom no-
ticed a man in his late 30s. 
He was holding a baby, an 
unbelievably cute 17-month-
old. Smartmom couldn’t help 
but wonder what he and the 
baby were doing out at a mu-
sic club so late at night, but 
then she heard the baby’s dad 
explain to a friend that “she’s 
been sleeping all day.”
 At one point, the man whis-

pered to Smart-
mom, “You’re a 
mom, right?”
 “Yeah,” she 
said. She guessed 
it was pretty obvi-
ous. 
 “I need to go 
to the bathroom,” 
he said. “Would 
you mind hold-
ing my baby? She’s getting 
sleepy and she really needs 
a woman.”
 “Sure,” Smartmom said. 
She was glad to donate her 
womanlyness to this small 
child. 
 Smartmom took the baby, 
and she immediately melted 
into her arms. It had been 
years since Smartmom held 
a baby. None of her friends 
have babies anymore. They’re 
all too old, and their kids are 
old, too.
 Ducky, her 5-year-old 
niece, was probably the last 
baby that Smartmom got to 
snuggle in her arms. Before 
that, it was the Oh So Feisty 
One, who got too big to hold 
about 10 years ago, and Teen 
Spirit, who hasn’t been a baby 
since 1994.
 But holding a baby is like 
riding a bicycle: you never 
forget how to do it. Smart-
mom rocked Baby Vox the 
way she used to hold her own 

 Smartmom didn’t have a 
clue. 
 When Baby Vox spotted 
her dad smoking through the 
front door glass she waved at 
him enthusiastically. Smart-
mom was jealous. She could 
tell that Baby Vox was in-
credibly attached to her nice 
daddy. It would be downright 
mean to take her away from 
him. 
 Baby Vox’s dad finally 
came back. Cigarette and 
bathroom break over, he 
wanted Baby Vox back in 
his arms again. But first, 
he thanked Smartmom pro-
fusely. He reached for Baby 
Vox and Smartmom surren-
dered the small child to her 
father. In an instant, he put 
on her pink down jacket and 
told Baby Vox to say good-
bye to her “new friend.” 
 Smartmom’s arms felt bar-
ren, cold. She was sad with-
out that luscious-smelling in-
fant against her chest. 
 Before she could even 
grieve the absence of Baby 
Vox, Bad Teeth was on stage, 
launching into their haunting 
opening song, “Raised by 
Wolves” (a Smartmom ref-
erence? Let’s hope not!). The 
crowd went wild. Teen Spirit, 
on vocals and guitar, and the 
band delivered a high-energy 
set featuring their hard driv-
ing, raw, well written and un-
apologetically catchy songs. 
 Smartmom moved front 
and center to watch her son 
in his true element: on stage, 
delivering powerful music to 
a crowd of throbbing fans. 
She was in awe. Pride swelled 
through her.  
 Where does he get all that 
energy? Where does he get 
all that talent?
 Hepcat ran around Vox Pop 
taking pictures of his boy and 
his band. Smartmom didn’t 
care that she was the oldest 
person in the room. She didn’t 
care that it was obvious that 
she was someone’s mom.
 She sang along at the top 
of her lungs as her son led 
the crowd in a sing-along: 
 We are all worthless, but 
at least we’re not alone. 
 Who needs the smell of 
sweet baby’s breath when 
you have a talented son like 
Teen Spirit?

kids. Standing, she moved 
side to side, from one foot 
to another. This is Smart-
mom’s patented baby-hold-
ing stance, and one that ba-
bies seem to love.
 Smartmom covered the 
baby’s ears with her hands 
because Large Lady played 
really loud noise/punk. It 
had been years since any of 
them had been babies, and 
now they were big and loud 
rock ’n’ rollers. In compar-
ison, the baby in her arms 
was warm and quiet with 
jet black hair, pale skin and 
a doughy, attentive face. 
Smartmom breathed in and 
out the succulent smell of 
baby. Big kids don’t smell 
nearly as good.
 Smartmom held the baby 
through three loud punk/
noise songs. She wondered 
what was taking Baby Vox’s 
dad so long and at one point, 
she started to fantasize that 
he would never return and 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, JAN. 29
 Storytime with 

Emily. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Teen writing work-
shop. With Ned Vizzini. 
Barnes & Noble Park Slope 
[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

SAT, JAN. 30
 “Tales from 

the Land of Gullah”: Ex-
hibition about the lives of 
West African slaves. Free 
with admission. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 Story time for 
kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton Street, at South 
Portland in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200]. 

 Sock puppet 
party. Celebrating Sandra 
Boynton’s “One Shoe 
Blues.” $5. Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

 Look for marine 
mammal and explore 
Coney Island. Boardwalk 
[West 10th Street and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, 
311], www.nyc.gov/parks/
rangers. 

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” $8 (kids, $7). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org.

 Interactive concert 
with Presley & Melody. 
Free. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (212) 677-4650], 
resourcesnycdatabase.org. 

 Learn about 
Tokyo’s subway system. 
New York Transit Mu-
seum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694-
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

 African-Americans’ 
contributions to transpor-
tation. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694-
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

SUN, JAN. 31
 “Tales from 

the Land of Gullah”: See 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Learn about historic 
fires from Colonial times 
to the present. Free. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center 
[Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
723-3218]. 

 “Wizard of Iz.” 
Jumpin’ Juniper hosts the 
psychedelic romp through 
a magical visual landscape. 
$12 (adult, including one 
child); $7 each additional 
child or adult); children 
under 2 free. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.
bax.org. 

 Magic 
show. Hosted by Brook-
lyn’s Magical Melodions. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” See Satur-
day, Jan. 30.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Learn about 
Tokyo’s subway system. 
See Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Environmental stories 
and follow-up activities. See 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

 African Americans’ 
contributions to transporta-
tion. See Saturday, Jan. 30.

MON, FEB. 1
 Story time with 

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, e-mail calendar@cnglocal.com

Computer Lab

Science Lab

Foreign Language

Emotional Literacy Program

National Junior Honor Society

St. John’s University Partnership

Olweus Bullying Prevention Program

Partnership with Bishop Ford

Art, Music and Dance Programs

Extra Curricular Activities & Clubs

Parish Youth Programs -

Altar Servers, Baseball, Basketball,

Soccer, Swim, Boy/Girl Scouts

Early Morning Drop-Off

After School Program

Active Parent Association

Student Council

Full Time Registered Nurse

Certified Guidance Counselor

Two Libraries

Gross Motor Skills Center

Regulation Size Gymnasium

Air-Conditioned Cafeteria

Fully Equipped Auditorium

School Yard

Where inquisitive minds grow and faith is nurtured.

Full Day Nursery – Grade 8

Open House   Jan. 31st 12-2pm   Feb. 2nd 9-11am & 1:00-2:30pm

Accepting Applications  718-238-5045

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½
 

February 15–19

 

Saturday, Jan. 23

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

THE BROOKLYN PAPER’S 2010

763 President St., Park Slope, (718) 
230-5255

 Randie Bader and Gary 
Seigel

 2.3–5.6

 water play, sprinklers, large 
outdoor yard, music & movement, art 
projects.

OPEN HOUSE: Saturdays Feb 6 and 
27, at 3 and 4 pm 

In Windsor Terrace, Park Slope, Kens-
ington, Bay Ridge, Carroll Gardens 
(718) 788-7732, parkslopedaycamp.
com, camp@parkslopedaycamp.com

 Ronny Schindler
 entering pre-K–9th grade

 8 am–4 pm, early dismissal 
optional for young kids. Extended hours 
to 6:30 pm

 Free morning shuttle 
from most of Brownstone Brooklyn and 
Bay Ridge

 In addition to swimming and 
outdoor play, your child can choose 
to work on sculpture, stop-action 
animation, songwriting, woodworking, 
printmaking, painting and drawing. Trips 
to cultural institutions.

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, Feb 6, 10 am 
to 1 pm
9216 Seventh Ave., Bay Ridge, (718) 
836-9800, ext. 3220, www.polyprep.
org

 Michael Junsch

 Pre-K–grade 10
 9 am–3:30 pm

 Arts, dance, sports, swim-
ming, and special events on our 25-acre 
grounds

 Summer Academic Pro-
gram, Sports Camps, Performing Arts 
Camp, Tech Camp, swimming lessons 
(ages 2–16).

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay Ridge, (718) 
836-9800, ext. 3250, www.polyprep.
org

 Sonya Baehr

 Grades 4–9
 8:45 am–3:30 pm

 takes place in Poly Prep’s air-
conditioned arts center, with theater and 
dance studio. Focus on singing, dancing, 
acting and playing musical instruments. 
Outdoor games and swimming also 
included. 

 4–14

 8:30 am–4pm
 till 6:30 pm

 8 am

 No two days are alike! Sports 
of all kinds, swimming, nature walks, hik-
ing, arts and crafts, gymnastics, tennis, 
drama, karate, singing, trips each week 
in and around NYC. Special programs in 
sports, theater and rhythmic gymnastics 
for third grade and up.

375 Pearl St., Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
852-1029

 Rachel Webber, ext. 248
 8–12

 9 am–3 pm
 8:15 am–6 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Daily trips, swimming, two 

overnight trips

PS 321, Seventh Avenue Park Slope, 
(718) 768-6419, kimskidscamp.com

 Dan Moinester
 4½–11

 9 am–4 pm
 8 am–6 pm

 Traveling day camp with lots 
of physical and outdoors activity. Daily 
trips, including swimming (lake, pool 
and beach), hikes, museums, zoos, play-
grounds, NY Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, bowling, climbing, exploring, 
Sesame Place. Carefully selected adult 
staff.

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday, Feb 6, 11:30 
am and 1 pm
611 Eighth Ave., Park Slope, (718) 788-
3620, parkexplorers.com

 Chris Altman (parkexplorers@
yahoo.com)

274 Garfield Place, Park Slope,  
congregationbethelohim.org,  
(718) 768-3814, ext. 210

Preschool Division 
 Jaci Israel and Pam Karlin

 2.6 to 5 years old
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Swimming (instructional and 

recreational), arts and crafts, music, 
nature, sports, gymnastics, circus arts, 
trips 2 days per week

Elementary Division 
 Bobbie Finkelstein

 entering K–4
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Swimming, arts and crafts, 

music, nature, sports, gymnastics, circus 
arts, trips 2 days per week

 Bobbie Finkelstein

 entering grades 5–9
 9 am–5 pm

 Outdoor camp with sports, 
trips, gymnastics, drama, nature, Olym-
pics, travel camp (featuring overnight 
trips), leadership program for grades 9 
and 10.

she’d get to keep the baby. 
 At 51, Smartmom could be 
a baby mama again. She could 
spend her days wheeling the 
baby up and down Seventh 
Avenue, but this time not in 
a cheap umbrella stroller, but 
in a fancy Bugaboo. Smart-
mom would take Baby Vox 
to Music for Aardvarks and 
get to sing the “Hello” song 
once again.
 Smartmom could tell that 
Hepcat was smitten with Baby 
Vox, too. She imagined that 
the baby could sleep in their 
bed until Teen Spirit moves 
out to go to college. Then they 
could turn Teen Spirit’s room 
into the baby’s room. 
 Smartmom fantasized about 
forming another baby group 
like the one she had when 
OSFO was 1. She’d invite other 
moms over to her apartment 
every Thursday morning and 
they’d have a gabathon while 
the kids ran wild. 

In the midst of her baby 
fantasy, Baby Vox’s 
dad finally returned 

from the bathroom. But he 
had another request to make 
of Smartmom. He put two 
fingers to his mouth panto-
miming a cigarette asked 
if she’d mind holding the 
baby while he went out for 
a smoke.
 “Sure,” she said. “Not a 
problem at all.”
 The baby seemed incredi-
bly comfortable with Smart-
mom. Unfortunately, Baby 
Vox’s dad was standing in 
front of the café so delicately 
removing the baby from the 
café was out of the question. 
Actually it was a terrible — 
no, a disgusting idea. Be-
sides Baby Vox’s mother was 
probably just having dinner 
with friends, taking the night 
off, seeing “Avatar” or some-
thing. Then again, maybe her  
parents were divorced and 
this was dad’s weekend.

Emily. See Friday, Jan. 29. 

TUES, FEB. 2
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Storytime for kids. 
Free. Barnes & Noble 
Court Street [106 Court St. 
between Livingston and 
State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 246-4996]. 

WED, FEB. 3
 “Tales from 

the Land of Gullah”: See 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Storytime with Em-
ily. See Friday, Jan. 29.

 Playstation gaming. 
Join your friends and 
meet new ones while 
playing video games. 
Free. Clinton Hill Library 
[380 Washington Ave. 
between Lafayette and 
Greene avenues in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 398-8713], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

THURS, FEB. 4
 

“Great Mummy Adven-
ture” The Paper Bag Play-
ers perform short plays, 
rousing songs, dance, and 
mime. Suitable for ages 
4-9. $8. Kumble Theater 
for the Performing Arts at 
LIU [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488-1624], www.
kumbletheater.org. 

 “Tales from 
the Land of Gullah”: See 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Dance around with 
Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Teen hangout. 
Enjoy books, games and 
music. Free. Red Hook 
Library [7 Wolcott St. at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 935-0203], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

FRI, FEB. 5
 

“Great Mummy Adven-
ture.” See Thursday, Feb. 4.

 “Tales from 
the Land of Gullah”: See 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Storytime with 
Emily. See Friday, Jan. 29. 

 
Learning about snow-
flakes. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Av-
enue (at St. Marks Avenue), 
Brooklyn in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Teen hangout. 
See Thursday, Feb. 4.

SAT, FEB. 6
 “Tales from 

the Land of Gullah”: See 
Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Story time for 
kids. See Saturday, Jan. 30.

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” See Satur-
day, Jan. 30.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Jan. 
30.

 Dan Zanes 
and friends in concert. $15-
$25. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 “Kids Cafe Goes to 
College.” Dancewave pres-
ents aspiring young danc-
ers. $20 ($15, students with 
ID; $12, children 12 and 
under). Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

 African Americans’ 
contributions to trans-
portation. See Saturday, 
Jan. 30.

“The Snow Queen” 
at Puppetworks.
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 Smartmom got so close with Vox Baby 
that she almost didn’t want to give her up — but 
Teen Spirit’s band’s performance re-bonded her 
with her only son.
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e were pleased that the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
spent $106 million on an attrac-

tive new Long Island Rail Road terminal 
at Atlantic and Flatbush avenues.
 But the end result of the project was 
a slap in the face to all New Yorkers.
 There is no question that John di Do-
menico’s architecture at the new Atlan-
tic Terminal is soaring. The problem 
with the rail station is the 14, massive 
granite, tomb-like boxes that ring the 
Flatbush Avenue entrance — a security 
perimeter that took a building meant to 
symbolize the freedom of rail travel and 
turned it into a fortress.
 Make no mistake: We are well aware 
that the former structure on the site was 
once seen as a target for suicide bomb-
ers, and the new building may attract 
such extremists again. And, as New 
Yorkers, we want our public agencies 
to protect important buildings in a re-
sponsible and thoughtful manner.
 But the MTA did a bollard bait-and-

users, the public. If public agencies can 
show one set of renderings, then build 
something completely at odds with the 
spirit of those renderings, it makes a 
mockery of urban planning and archi-
tecture.
 Worse, the same pattern is playing 
out at the state’s Barclays Center across 
the street. In this case, the architecture 
firm SHoP has presented dramatic de-
signs for the basketball arena — ren-
derings that show a line of thin, archi-
tecturally reasonable bollards.
 But will those renderings be tossed 
away in a closed-door meeting, just as 
the original Atlantic Terminal render-
ings were? We’ve asked the Empire State 
Development Corporation repeatedly, 
but the agency won’t answer.
 As a result, we’ll likely get stuck with 
another Flatbush fortress — one that gets 
sprung on us at the last minute without 
any prior discussion with, or concern 
for, the public.
 That’s unacceptable.

switch: Renderings from as recently as 
2007 showed a line of fewer — and sig-
nificantly smaller — bollards that would 
have unobtrusively protected the front 
of the station.
 Those renderings bear as close a re-
semblance to reality as “Inglourious 
Basterds” does to a World War II doc-
umentary.
 Instead, the MTA went for overkill. 
As The Brooklyn Paper reports on its 
print edition front page today, the MTA 
bollards are far taller and far closer 
together than even the NYPD recom-
mends for the highest-risk targets in 
the city.
 That’s bad enough, but the final for-
tress-like design was conceived without 
any input from the terminal’s ultimate 
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 The story causing the most ruckus on our award-
winning Web site this week (and the past few, for that 
matter) was our ongoing coverage of the giant, tomb-
like bollards around the new and improved Long Island 
Rail Road terminal at Atlantic and Flatbush avenues (“Re-
vealed! LIRR bollards are bigger than they need to be!” 
online, Jan. 26). The community conversation mills are 
churning! Here are some highlights:

I read about full-body scanning 
that will be implemented in the 
airports and I think that’s exactly 
what is needed at this center.
 Chewnasha from Bed-Stuy
 Unfortunately because of the 
world we live in, the bollards have 
to be there. The bollards have to 
be big and strong enough to stop 
a large vehicle filled with explo-
sives that could gather enough speed 
to literally drive directly into the 
terminal. I know this sounds far-
fetched, but we have enough ex-
amples of terrorist activity around 
the world that this scenario is more 
likely than we want to accept. We 
could debate the look and feel of 
the bollards, but they have to be 
there. John from Clinton Hill
 John, no one is saying there 
shouldn’t be bollards, just that 
these are way over the top and 
ugly. There are plenty of examples 
of bollards all over the city, par-
ticularly around the federal build-
ings downtown, that are quite ca-
pable of stopping trucks that are 
also less intrusive.
 David from Fort Greene

 OMG! To think the LIRR ex-
ceeded the bare minimum in se-
curity — Outrageous!
 Josie from Carroll Gardens
 Those things are so ugly. Seri-
ously, who was the idiot at MTA 
who thought these massive and 
ugly granite blocks were a good 
choice? The most ridiculous part 
is, they look like they were cus-
tom made! Ugly and a waste of 
money.
 Al Pankin from Downtown

A prior story about whether the 
Atlantic Yards basketball arena 
would require a similar amount 
of security (“ ‘State’ of security 
at Atlantic Yards? ESDC won’t 
tell us,” online, Jan. 15) also re-
ceived lots of Web chatter:
 I hope that extensive security is 
installed in this arena. A beautiful 
spot like this is just like candy for 
terrorists. Maybe there should be 
barricades a few blocks away to 
keep dangerous types away from 
it. This is a real jewel, we will have 
to protect it better than we have 
protected other places in the past. 

than tested, rated, and approved 
barriers? And besides, we’re talk-
ing about one of the most con-
gested intersections in Brooklyn 
— a truck getting to 50 mph there? 
Please. Aspiring terrorists would 
get stuck on Fourth Avenue, and 
would be forced to blow up one 
of the tire repair shops instead. 
 Peter from Park Slope
 So my guess from seeing them 
and looking at the photos is that 
they aren’t well anchored, mean-
ing that they need to be that much 
more massive to accomplish the 
same task. This would also likely 
create a major safety hazard in 
that if one of these tombs is hit 
and slides it could literally crush 
a pedestrian. Noah from 
 Greenwood Heights

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

The MTA did a bollard bait-
and-switch at its new Long 
Island Rail Road terminal.

WEB CHATTER

To the editor,
 I read your online story about would-be sen-
ator Harold Ford Jr.’s meeting with Assembly-
man Vito Lopez (“Harold Ford in Brooklyn — 
kissing Vito’s ring!” online, Jan. 22) and was 
moved to ask why everyone is so angry at Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand?
 So she was appointed by a governor who was 
appointed. Is that the reason why no one should 
likes her? Appointments are part of our politics. 
If it weren’t, we would not elect the vice presi-
dent and lieutenant governor. I would need more 
than that to not vote for her.
 Harold Ford will never, I mean never, get my 
vote. At least our local politicians lie to us about 
things they know. To have an out-of-towner lie 
to us, then put corporations before the people, 
would be like slapping each New York voter with 
a wet towel.
 I have to hand it to the Republicans, though; 
they have muddled things up to the point where I 
will probably never cast another vote in my life-
time because the Democrats are afraid to lead. 
They had all the power, then stood idly by while 
their president is beaten up and embarrassed.
 I’ll let the corporate types do the voting. They 
reap all the benefits of this nation, they get the 
tax cuts, and know where the tax shelters are.
 Judah Spechal, Bedford-Stuyvesant

To the editor,
 I frequent Prospect Park daily and enjoyed 
watching the waterfowl preening and playing 
at the pond, so I was saddened by your article 

regarding the injures sustained by these birds 
due to fishermen’s recklessness (“Park water-
fowl find water foul,” Dec. 18).
 Maybe the director of the Urban Park Rang-
ers, Sarah Aucoin, will blame this on the pa-
parazzi again or maybe this time she’ll blame 
the editor of The Brooklyn Paper for featuring 
the foul water at the park in an article.
 It’s easy to point fingers and blame others for 
their own ineptitude, but how about taking re-
sponsibility and action against reckless fisher-
men and polluters? S. Yuen, Kensington

To the editor,
 I am replying to the letter “Great ‘Wal’ ” (Letters, 
Dec. 4). I completely disagree with the stance that 
New York residents should have a Walmart.
 The author makes the argument that the un-
employed, seniors, and the less fortunate miss 
out due to their great prices. Food can be had at 
great prices by joining one of the many food co-
ops that Brooklyn has to offer, such at the Park 
Slope Food Co-op or the Flatbush Food Co-op. 
One could also help start up the Bay Ridge Food 
Co-op and/or the Green Hill Food Co-op.
 That leads me to my second point of support-
ing local. A Walmart would only destroy local 
businesses, and local businesses have had enough 
to worry about with the economy the way it is.
 Lastly, people really wouldn’t gain from hav-
ing employment options at Walmart due to the fact 
that Walmart wages cannot support a family. On 
the contrary, many Walmart employees earn below 
the poverty line. Victoria Booth, Bay Ridge

 If K-12 barriers can stop a 
truck doing 50 mph, what are 
these things supposed to stop? 
Are they even rated? What makes 
the LIRR sure that these are better 

LUNA PARK…
said he and his father have been 
working with the amusement ti-
tan since 1979.
 “They’ve been around a long 
time and they’re still qualified,” 
Vourderis said. “Plus, a rising 
tide raises all ships, so we’re 
happy to hear the news.”
 Zamperla CEO Alberto 
Zamperla told his hometown news-
paper, Il Giornale di Vincenza, 
that the amusement area would be 
named Luna Park, in honor of one 
of the four original theme parks 
that made Coney Island an interna-
tionally known brand. Luna Park 
operated from 1903 until burning 
down in 1945.
 The new Luna Park will even-

tually operate on all three par-
cels of land between the former 
Astroland site and Keyspan Park 
that the city bought from major 
Coney landowner Joe Sitt last 
year — though only the Astro-
land plot at Surf Avenue and 
West 10th Street is required to 
be ready by this summer. 
 Astroland’s former owner 
Carol Albert, who initially hoped 
to bid for the interim amusement 
park, said Zamperla’s winning 
bid was bittersweet.
 “Reluctantly, we pulled out at 
the last minute because we could 
not possibly put [a proposal] to-
gether in the six weeks that the 
[EDC] required,” said Albert, 
who sold her land to Sitt in 2006 

and ran her park as a renter until 
2008. “But Zamperla will pro-
vide great rides and a beauti-
ful experience like they did with 
Victorian Gardens.”
 Zamperla got the city con-
tract over a handful of Amer-
ican would-be operators, in-
cluding Ripley Entertainment, 
Atlantic City Steel Pier, Inter-
national Great Wolf Resorts, Six 
Flags, the Rockwell Group and 
Palace Entertainment.
 The city plans to spend $2.2 
million, mostly to bring in elec-
trical generators and portable toi-
lets, though Zamperla is expected 
to build permanent restrooms 
and take over the electric bill 
in future years.

loss if damaged in a terror attack. It 
was also the target of a prior terror 
plot in the late 1990s.
 But it is not currently surrounded 
by other high-risk targets — as many 
Manhattan buildings are — and it is 
not an internationally known edifice, 
another factor involved in the scor-
ing.
 “There’s just something so absurd 
about it,” said Aaron Naparstek of 
Streetsblog, who opposes the massive 
barricade. “They’ve nearly made the 
train station impenetrable to their own 
customers. They’ve literally turned 
our community’s public space into 
something that looks like a tomb.”
 But the look of the terminal is only 
one problem, he added.
 “These poorly designed barriers are, 
very literally, an example of the secu-
rity bureaucracy ruining our public 
realm,” he said. “I also have a ‘Brook-

lyn guy’ critique: I don’t think the 
LIRR ever would have dared to im-
plement such a thoughtless and inane 
design in Lower Manhattan or Mid-
town. They’d have never gotten away 
with it.”
 The LIRR’s decision to ring a 
new building with a previously un-
announced security perimeter led The 
Brooklyn Paper to file a Freedom of 
Information Law request with the Em-
pire State Development Corporation 
for information about what the agency 
is planning at the proposed Barclays 
Center, the basketball arena across 
Atlantic Avenue from the LIRR ter-
minal.
 Current renderings show a thin line 
of bollards, but, as the Long Island 
Rail Road proved this year, plans are 
sometimes altered without informing 
the public.
 So far, the agency has denied The 
Paper’s request.

Continued from page 1

BOLLARDS…
look at north Brooklyn, it’s 83.6 percent luxury condos,” 
said Jonathan Miller, president of the appraisal firm that 
conducted the study. “When prices slip, you’ll see more 
buyer activity, and affordability improves.”
 Breaking down the data from apartment sales is even 
more revealing: Apartments with sales prices on the low-
est end of the scale — say studio units for an average of 
$371,000 — saw their prices increase by nearly 20 per-
cent. But apartments that sell at the top end of the hous-
ing market — say three-bedroom luxury units that sell 
for close to $1 million — saw their prices plummet by 
10 percent.

-
ford-Stuyvesant, where the average sale price for all hous-
ing dropped by nearly nine percent. People are obviously 
picking up bargains there, as the number of sales in the 
last quarter of 2009 soared by nearly 24 percent.
 Overall, Miller said, it’s definitely a good time for buy-
ers — and yet another hard year for real-estate agents. 
Sales are up (meaning good business), but prices are down 
(meaning lower commissions).
 “That’s becoming the trend in Brooklyn,” he said.

Continued from page 1

REPORT…

By Stephen Brown
and Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

 Fulton Ferry Landing preservation-
ists are fuming that construction work-
ers trashed a piece of history at the en-
trance to Brooklyn Bridge Park — set 
to open this month — that could have 
helped create a new trolley service.
 Late last year, workers at the end 
of Old Fulton Street discovered the 
old rails dating back to the 1920s. 
But after consulting with archeolo-
gists and city landmarks officials, 
they ripped up the tracks and threw 
them in the trash.

 “No one wants to recognize that 
this was a transportation hub,” said 
Richard Mauro, who’s lived in the 
area for 40 years. “No matter how you 
look at it the trolley tracks are part 
of the street’s history. They should 
not have been removed.”
 The tracks, which were covered 
by asphalt for decades, are a relic of 
a trolley service on Old Fulton Street 
that ran from the late 1800s to the 
1930s. They were removed from the 
road as part of a larger sewer and 
water main reconstruction project.
 City officials downplayed the 
tracks’ significance.

 “They are not contributing features 
to the character of the Fulton Ferry his-
toric district,” said Landmarks spokes-
woman Elisabeth de Bourbon.
 De Bourbon added that DUMBO 
is noted for train tracks, not trolley 
tracks. And, besides, Fulton Ferry 
Landing’s distinguishing character-
istic was the ferry landing, not the 
old-school mode of transportation 
that rumbled away from it.
 Still, some insist that the old rails 
are even more valuable because they 
can be used to reinstate trolley ser-
vice, an unrealized dream of tran-
sit advocates for years. 

 “The tracks must still have at least 
25 years of use in them,” said Bob 
Diamond, a Brooklyn legend ever 
since he discovered a long-abandoned 
trolley tunnel under Atlantic Avenue 
almost 30 years ago.
 “The asphalt is a pretty good preser-
vative. The ones on Old Fulton Street 
could have been used to restore trolley 
service in Downtown Brooklyn.”
 Recent talk of the elimination of 
the B25 bus line resurrected concerns 
of a lack of public transportation to 
bring people to the highly anticipated 
new park along the Brooklyn Heights 
waterfront. The bus line was saved, 

Workers tore up history near Brooklyn Bridge Park

Richard Mauro is annoyed that city workers dug up old trolley tracks in the 
historic Fulton Ferry Landing area — and then trashed them!
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but the concern is still there.
 Many have said that a trolley — 
that classic symbol of the borough 
itself — would be a convenient and 
stylish attraction that would deliver 
visitors from Downtown to the hard-
to-get-to park. 
 But an architect supervising con-
struction in the area said the tracks 
in question were not part of a larger 
infrastructure that could have been 
of use for a new trolley.
 “The tracks were just one sec-
tion of disassociated tracks. They 
were removed and there hasn’t been 
evidence of any more,” said Alyssa 
Loorya, a head archeologist who sur-
veyed the area for the city.
 But a Brooklyn Paper reporter vis-
ited the historic street multiple times 
and saw different tracks being removed 
over a span of a couple days. A con-
struction worker who was cutting and 
ripping out the tracks said, “The tracks 
are all over the place. We have been 
removing big sections all day.”

Continued from page 1

Zamperla runs the popular Victorian Gardens theme park in Central Park every sum-
mer.
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These bollards at the Singapore Parliament are tiny — but they’re strong enough to 
stop a 15,000-pound truck at 50 miles per hour, the highest NYPD standard.
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MEDICAL HELP WANTED

Dental Assistant
Training Program

 P/T Eves. Begins early  
March in Bklyn, Queens, L.I.  

& Westchester. 
Placement assist. Est. 25  

Yrs.  Lic. by NYSED.
1-888-595-3282 ext. 23

MADISON SQUARE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB!

DONATE 
YOUR

VEHICLE

CHILDREN’S 
LITERACY

800-339-7790

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Utilities included & FREE  
Laundry room.) 2 bdr, 1Bath
Reno. bathroom and kitchen  

with black on black app.  
Hardwood flrs, exposed brick  
walls,  high ceilings. Close to  

all transportation, restau- 
rants, & P.S. 39 School 

District.
Must See!! $2300

Call (917)881-9664 or  
(347)419-5311

NO BROKER FEE!!

Magician & Comical Nerd8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

A.J. Simeone, CPA, CFE
Certified Public Accountant

Former IRS Agent

• Small Business Start Up 
• IRS Representation

• Certi�ed Fraud Investigation

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

T o  P l a c e  Y o u r  A d  C a l l  o r  F a xThe best high school 
football coverage — every day at

Check us out @ nypost.com/highschoolsports

Dam
ion Reid
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Call The Brooklyn Classifieds

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
Siding  Windows  Roofing  Fences
Kitchens  Baths  Basements  Decks
Doors  Awnings  Patio Enclosures
Brick Pointing  Concrete Stucco

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

FALL SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

A Step Above the Rest!

General Contracting

917-529-6349

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

CARPENTRY PLUS

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

Call for a FREE
Consultation

1-800-BUGS-375

www.WeGetThem.com

1-800-284-7375

The

-TERMINATOR-TERMINATORXX ™

Don’t wait for an 
infestation! 

Precautionary spray 

only $25.00  
First Floor & Basement

 
With coupon • One per home or apt. • Exp. 4/30/10

COUPONCOUPON

PLUS!

Bedbug &Termite Specialists

HIGH COST OF HEAT
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

CALL NOW!! 718.797.9800
VISIT US ONLINE TODAY...
WWW.DYNOFUEL.NET

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF DELIVERY

BATHTUB REGLAZING

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured
 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

DOT#672337

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References
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NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

Interior & Exterior Renovation

Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs 
Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle 

Roofs  New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights 
Roofing  Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

L32-10

BENSON ROOFING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT EST. 1992

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Careful & considerate

Workmanship since 1959

Celebrating 20 Years

One Call Does It All

Renovation & Remodeling
Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 

Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 
Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens

Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

        

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A D  F O R  S A V I N G S
A D V E R T I S E  F O R 
R E S U L T S

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Park Slope is losing an Os-
car-winning director to Los 
Angeles.
 The westward move of 
Cynthia Wade is no mi-
nor blow to Brooklyn’s star 
power — Wade wins pres-
tigious awards everywhere 
she shows her documenta-
ries, culminating in her 2007 
Academy Award for “Free-
held.”
 But the HBO and History 
Channel star is not leaving 
without a bang. Her newest 
documentary short, “Born 
Sweet,” made its world pre-
miere at the Sundance Film 
Festival last week and received 
an honorable mention citation, 
one of only seven short films to 
receive such an honor out of the 
thousands that were submitted. 
The film won’t be screened in 
Brooklyn for now, but Wade 
knows where her heart lies.
 “Of course, I’ll be back 
to visit,” she said. “I’m ex-
cited about my future, but 
I’ll never forget that I lived 
on Eighth Avenue and met 
some great people.”
 Her newest venture is a 
28-minute heartfelt journey 
into one of Cambodia’s most 

impoverished villages, and 
one dying boy’s dream to be-
come a karaoke star, despite 
conditions of squalor and an 
incurable case of arsenic poi-
soning.
 Making multiple trips to 
Cambodia in 2009 while film-
ing and prepping another doc-
umentary was no short order, 
given that she’s a mother of 
two and runs a successful doc-
umentary company, Cynthia 
Wade Productions.
 But alas, in April, she’ll 
move that company and those 

The old Gage and 
Tollner res taurant on 
the Fulton Mall in 
Downtown has been 
turned into an Arby’s, 
so naturally, The 
Brooklyn Paper team 
checked out if a fast-
food joint could properly fill the landmarked shoes 
of the former chophouse. The chain eatery opened 
last Thursday and was packed with fans of roast beef 
sandwiches like Shawn Robinson (left) — though our 
team found it too salty and reminiscent of ham.

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Chinese take-out may be a New 
York staple, but restaurateur Michael 
Bruno is hoping we can all make 
room in our hearts for a healthier 
version of the fare when his new res-
taurant on Third Avenue in Gow-
anus opens shop this March.
 Michael and Ping’s Modern Chi-
nese Take-Out is Bruno’s second 
Brooklyn venture after the well-
trafficked A.O.C. Bistro on Fifth 
Avenue in nearby Park Slope. So 
what, you ask, is an Italian man do-
ing running a Chinese restaurant 
(or a French one, for that matter)?
 “I love Chinese food, but I al-
ways found myself not feeling too 
great after I ate it,” said Bruno. 
 With the China Grill veteran ex-
ecutive chef Eric Basulto, Bruno 
hopes to retain that love of Chinese 
food, but allow his customers not to 

hate themselves in the morning. The 
menu will include items like a Chi-
nese-style Po’ Boy, ginger-crusted 
fried snapper with wasabi mashed 
potatoes, and black pepper calamari 
salad.
 “We’re going to use healthier, bet-
ter-quality ingredients and do a lot 
less frying, more steaming, roast-
ing and grilling,” said Bruno.
 Bruno said that the spot will fea-
ture take-out worthy prices, too, with 
entrees ranging from $7 to $10. The 
restaurant is also slotted to be the 
first eatery in Brooklyn certified 
as “green” by the Green Restau-
rant Association.
 And if none of that got you ex-
cited, just wait until you see the take-
out packaging. 
 Michael and Ping’s Modern 
Chinese Take-Out (437 Third Ave. 
between Seventh and Eighth 
streets. No phone yet).

two kids to L.A. where the 
gossip is usually about mov-
ies, not about whether you 
should only have organic 
snacks for playdates. She 
said her work will pull her 
back to Brooklyn from time 
to time, but that Tinseltown 
is the final stop.
 Looking back on the 
wild ride of the past few 
years, Wade was at a loss 
for words.
 “I can’t believe where 
I am,” she said. “It’s sur-
real.”

Oscar-winning Park Slope documentary director 
Cynthia Wade is back with a new film, “Born Sweet.”
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Chinese take-out aims healthy
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Michael Bruno will soon open Michael and Ping’s, a “healthy” 
Chinese restaurant on Third Avenue  near Park Slope.
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See our visit 
to Arby’s at 

BrooklynPaper.com


