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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper
 The Environmental Protection 
Agency has declared the fetid Gow-
anus Canal a federal Superfund site.
 The controversial designation, an-
nounced on Tuesday, sets into motion 
a half-billion-dollar, decade-long, fed-
erally overseen clean-up of the polluted 
waterway, which cuts a sclerotic artery 
through the gentrifying heart of Brown-
stone Brooklyn. But it also raises ques-
tions about whether developers, who cur-
rently yearn to build residential housing 
in the canal zone, will ever exhibit quite 
the same ardor now that the area has 
been deemed one of the most polluted 
places in the country.
 “This site has a very long legacy of 
toxic pollution,” said Judith Enck, the 
EPA’s regional director. “And because 
of that, the EPA is saying it is adding 
the Gowanus Canal to the federal Su-
perfund list. We believe it will get us 
the most efficient and comprehensive 
clean-up of this waterway.”
 Enck started her statement by de-
claring that taxpayers should rest easy 
that the feds went with a Superfund 
designation, which seeks restitution 
from responsible polluters.
 “The goal of Superfund is to ensure 
that polluters pay for clean-up, not the 
taxpayer,” she said.
 Along the canal, however, EPA has 
identified nine responsible parties, in-
cluding National Grid, Con Ed, several 
petroleum companies, the U.S. Navy 
and the city of New York.
 As a result of the city and Navy in-
volvement, taxpayers will be partly re-
sponsible for the clean-up.
 Enck defended the Superfund method 
because it puts a legal requirement that 
polluters pay.
 “If the Navy and the city have pol-

EPA moves forward, Toll Bros moves out

 Used as a dumping area for tan-
neries, soap yards, factories and 
raw sewage for the past century 
and a half, the once-quaint creek 
in South Brooklyn is now crying 
for a good flush. Check out the ca-
nal’s amazing transformation from 
resourceful to resentful, where 
now, not even a whale is strong 
enough to shake off its slime.

1600s: Dutch farmers settle along 
the banks of Gowanus Bay and ship 
“oysters the size of plates” back to 
Europe, making Gowanus oysters 
Brooklyn’s first export.
1849: Edwin Litchfield constructs 
an artificial, navigable waterway ex-
tending from what is now Hamilton 
Avenue to Douglass Street.

1884: The former creek is trans-
formed into an industrial waterway 
that aided the commercial develop-
ment of Red Hook. The banks quickly 
become crowded with coal, lumber, 
brick and ink factories, and flour, 
plaster and paint mills.
1893: The now-defunct Brooklyn 
Daily Eagle dubs the canal an “open 
cesspool” and locals call it “Laven-
der Lake,” referring to its dark purple 
waters and unbearable stench.
1911: A flushing tunnel is built to 
bring in somewhat clean water from 
New York Harbor. It would break 
down in 1961.
1972: Live hepatitis, typhoid and 
a virulent strain of cholera is found 
in the canal.

1975: Canal bottom is dredged for 
the last time.

1999: Flushing tunnel restored. De-
velopers begin to eye the area.

2007: A lost Minke whale gets stuck 
in the Gowanus and dies.

2009: EPA considers Gowanus Ca-
nal for Superfund designation. The 
Bloomberg administration responds 
with its own plan, which it claims will 
be faster and cheaper. Would-be de-
velopers threaten to pull out of their 
projects if Superfund designation goes 
through.

Tuesday: Superfund designation 
goes through, the mayor grumbles 
and a major developer does indeed 
pull out. — Lara Gross

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 Supermarket milk makes some 
people so sick that they’re willing to 
flout federal law, snub “mainstream” 
health officials and go rogue.
 Meet Hannah Springer of Bay 
Ridge: Public Enemy Number 1, 
at least as far as the study-pushing 
jack-booted scientists at the Food 
and Drug Administration would 
have you believe. Springer loves 
the taste of a cold glass of milk as 
much as the next woman, but her 
system can’t stomach it, so she’s 
gone underground — participating 
in a milk buying club that is so se-
cret that she can’t even reveal its 
name.
 “This goes beyond organic,” said 
Springer, whose purchase of unpas-
teurized, non-homogenized, farm 
fresh milk puts her and her fellow 
dairy renegades in a legal — and 
dietary — gray area.

 Springer and her milk ilk meet at 
secret “drop-off points” throughout 
the city, where they pick up their bo-
vine contraband from runners who 
have driven in from farms in Penn-
sylvania that are part of The Move-
ment.
 Not any old cow will do.
 “We are very strict about which 
farmers we buy from,” she said, tak-
ing a brave personal risk just talk-
ing to a reporter. “A lot of inves-
tigation goes into the cleanliness, 
conditions and bottling.”
 Springer became interested in 
the raw milk and the “locavore” 
movement as a whole after read-
ing — take a guess — “The Om-
nivore’s Dilemma.” Soon after, she 
had complications during her preg-
nancy that led to the development 
of a thyroid disorder.
 This led her to the Westin A. Price 
foundation, a group at the forefront 

MILK MADE
Ridge woman’s rogue group 
gets it straight from the cow

Hannah Springer and her son Oliver Corvera drink raw milk.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

The Gowanus Canal is now a federal Superfund site, setting into motion a decade-long, $500-million clean-up.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 State development officials now own 
once-privately-held properties in the 
footprint of developer Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards project, thanks to a state 
court ruling on Monday morning that 
removed the most significant legal hur-
dle remaining before construction can 
begin on the Barclays Center arena.
 New York State Supreme Court 
Justice Abraham Gerges held that 14 
claims asserted by opponents of the em-
inent domain taking — ranging from 
the legality of the modification of the 
project over the summer to even the 
state’s failure to use the words “pub-
lic use” in a section over why the land 
is being condemned in the first place 

— had no “merit.”
 Gerges’s ruling now gives title to 
the state over properties that Ratner 
says he needs immediately to begin 
construction, including the home of 
project holdout Daniel Goldstein on 
Pacific Street and the building hous-
ing Freddy’s Bar on Dean Street.
 There are 12 lots in all that remain 
in private hands, according to the Em-
pire State Development Corporation, 

which is pursuing the condemnations 
on behalf of Ratner.
 The case was argued on Jan. 29. 
Gerges’s ruling was strictly on proce-
dural grounds, contending that “the 
court is required to direct the immedi-
ate filing and entry of the order grant-
ing [the condemnations] unless there 
is merit to any of the [landowners’] 
defenses.”
 With Gerges’s ruling, the street clo-
sures around the Barclays Center site 
will begin on March 8, though it is 
unclear when the actually taking of 
property will occur.
 Gerges’s ruling follows a decision 
by the state’s highest court last fall to 
allow the condemnations to move for-Freddy’s Bar on Dean Street could be demolished 

soon, thanks to a judge’s ruling this week.
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SEE PAGE 9

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ planned 
pullout from Brooklyn is huge news 
for the faithful, but it’s even bigger 
news for the real-estate market.
 The Witnesses — known officially 
as the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society — announced last week that 
the group will move forward with an 
$11.5-million residential and admin-
istrative headquarters in upstate War-
wick, after more than 101 years in the 
Heights.
 Richard Devine, property manager 
for the organization, said he doesn’t 
know what will happen to more than 
30 first-class properties that the Wit-
nesses own in Brooklyn Heights and 
DUMBO. Some properties have been 
on and off the market for years, but now 
that the sect has officially announced 
its eventual pull-out, real-estate bro-
kers are chomping at the bit.
 “If these properties go on the mar-
ket — which will take a long time, I 
imagine — they’ll bring in a lot more 
residents who will spend in arguably 
some of the strongest markets in the 
borough,” said Chris Havens, CEO of 
Creative Real Estate in the Heights. 
“The Watchtower is liberally aloof from 
ordinary spending and interactions in 
Brooklyn — they don’t spend much 
money outside the organization.”
 But Havens added that the Witnesses 
won’t start the sell-off right away be-

Watchtower out
Witnesses begin exodus from Heights

Demolition of Downtown mall 
could be looked at by the U.N.!
By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 Could the demolition and 
new development of the Al-
bee Square Mall in Down-
town Brooklyn be a human 
rights violation on par with 
the blood diamonds of Zim-

babwe, child soldiers around 
the world or Burma’s politi-
cal oppression?
 State Department officials 
on Saturday came to the va-
cant lot where the mall stood 
until 2004 in the first phase 
of a nationwide investigation 

into employment and labor 
violations — our govern-
ment’s part of an ongoing 
United Nations crackdown on 
human rights abuses across 
the globe.
 The UN has been inves-
tigating sites for four years 

Ejim Dike tries to con-
vince State Department 
investigator Chris Cam-
ponovo that the demoli-
tion of the Albee Square 
Mall is worthy of United 
Nations investigation.
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— an overseas fact-finding 
that has had American sup-
port — but now the tables are 
turned and the world govern-
ment is looking at us.
 But Albee Square? Could 
a stalled real-estate project 
involving private developers 
with some public tax subsi-
dies to get work started re-

cause the market is bad.
 “They have [a vacant lot zoned] 
for 1,000 units of housing right off 
the bridge in DUMBO, which is a big 
deal,” Havens said. “They’ll probably 
sell it at some point, but they’re smart. 
They’ve been watching the market lit-
erally for decades and we probably 
won’t see much on the market until 
the economy is better.”
 The new center upstate, which is 
currently going through the land-use 

process, would be the culmination of a 
multi-year retrenchment from Brook-
lyn Heights and DUMBO. The first 
step came in 2004, when the Wit-
nesses moved their massive printing 
plant upstate.
 And last year, the Watchtower Soci-
ety bought a 248-acre site in Ramapo 
that will be used for offices and some 
administration, Devine said.
 Now, the Witnesses are planning 

The Watchtower Society’s headquarters on Columbia Heights 
could be turned into a sweet residential building.
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See MILK on page 13
See CANAL on page 9
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The groundbreaking for Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic 
Yards arena is now set for next week.See YARDS on page 9

See WITNESSES on page 13See ALBEE on page 13
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Over
20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

UNION TEMPLE
OF BROOKLYN

17 Eastern Parkway
Across from the Brooklyn Public Library at Grand Army Plaza

(718) 638-3649
www.UnionTemple.org
UnionTemple@UnionTemple.org

FREE Film Screening &  
Director Discussion

“Almost Home”

Sunday, March 14, 2010
10 am to 1 pm

Sponsored by Brotherhood & Sisterhood of Union Temple

“Almost Home” takes you into the day-to-day world of a long-
term care facility in Wisconsin. Through its honest, intimate 
look at the struggles of adult children caring for their parents 

... underpaid yet dedicated nursing aids ... and a visionary 
nursing home director seeking to create a place to call home, 
you’ll be inspired to change the way you think about aging.
The screening will be followed by a Q&A session with the 
film’s director/producer Brad Lichtenstein, plus break-out 

discussion groups on care giving. 
Refreshments will be served. Join us!

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Now is the Perfect Time to Purchase a Home!

Don’t Miss Out.  Federal Tax Credits  for Homebuyers Expire Soon!

$8,000     

$6,500

ACT NOW!
Contact an Emigrant Mortgage Consultant Today for More Details!

Phone: (212) 850-4848   Email: CommunityLending@Emigrant.com

March Is Mortgage Month At Emigrant

Did 
You   

 Know?

Visit www.Emigrant.com, 

*

don’t like to brag, but last month, 
I beat a parking ticket with a with-
ering attack on the city code — 

and, in doing so, improved the qual-
ity of life in Park Slope by a huge 
amount.
 The amount was more than just 
the $165 ticket that a hearing offi-
cer happily erased after a display of 
jurisprudence that should be taught 
in every law school in the country. 
And it was more than the $205 tow-
ing charge that the Department of 
Finance tells me it is refunding.
 It is actually incalculable. Here’s 
why:
 Back in January, I parked my old 
beater at the corner of Eighth Av-
enue and 15th Street in Park Slope. 
I was not parked in the crosswalk, 
but just outside this particular cross-
walk was an unmarked curb cut.
 I got a ticket for blocking that 
curb cut, which the officer called 
a “pedestrian ramp.” A pedestrian 
ramp outside a crosswalk? Such a 
ramp is so rare as to be suspect — a 
quirk that almost appears to be a se-
cret revenue producer for cops and 
tow-truck drivers.
 Naturally, I pleaded not guilty, 
took the requisite 
pictures, and showed 
up for my hearing the 
other day loaded with 
evidence and indig-
nation.
 “Your honor,” I 
said, presenting my 
ticket and attempting 
to be mistaken for a lawyer. “I’m 
Gersh Kuntzman. I’ll be defending 
myself today.”
 There was one problem: The 
judge was unable to see.
 That’s not some kind of joke 
about justice being blind. The 
judge was actually visually im-

proves that.”
 On the tape of the proceedings 
— what? You think I didn’t slip 
a tape recorder in my pocket? — 
you can definitely hear me stum-
ble over the next sentence.
 “Your honor, as you can see—,” 
I started. “Er, as the first picture 
shows, er, demonstrates, a normal 
crosswalk has its pedestrian ramp 
within the white lines of said cross-
walk. But the second, third and 
fourth pictures reveal that at this 
particular location, the alleged pe-
destrian ramp is outside the cross-
walk!
 “So, your honor, if this is a pedes-
trian ramp,” I continued, my voice 
swelling to “Inherit the Wind”-type 
pomposity, “the city is asking the 
handicapped, the disabled, the in-
firm, and families pushing strollers 

paired.
 So much for a case based al-
most entirely of pictures of what I 
believe to be an egregious, illegal, 
immoral ramp.

to actually enter traffic, not cross at 
a crosswalk, thereby putting them-
selves in great danger.”
 Sure, I was fighting a traffic 
summons, but that doesn’t mean I 
wouldn’t gladly present myself as 
a champion of the less-fortunate. I 
mean, $400 was at stake here!
 Sighted or not, this judge knew 
that I had triumphed.
 After consulting with his as-
sistant, who basically confirmed 
everything I said, he rendered his 
ruling: “Based on your evidence, I 
am satisfied that the ramp in ques-
tion is not in a crosswalk, and the 
summons is dismissed.”
 I was elated, but confused; if 
the law says that pedestrian ramps 
must be within the painted cross-
walk, why is the city even writing 
tickets at the northwest corner of 
Eighth Avenue and 15th Street? 
Indeed, if you read Section 4-8, 
subsection 7 of the city parking vi-
olations code, it states quite clearly 
that “a person may stop, stand or 
park a vehicle in a manner which 
obstructs a pedestrian ramp not lo-
cated within [a] crosswalk.”
 So how many drivers had been 
hit with an onerous, immoral ticket 
at this very location? The Depart-
ment of Transportation wouldn’t 
even address the issue, pledging 
only to conduct “a site visit” at the 
location.
 But it’s obvious what is going 
on: the tickets will keep being 
written, and the city will keep 
cashing in. Few people know the 
law or are willing to fight for their 
day in court before a blind justice 
who sees things perfectly clearly 
as far as I’m concerned.
 Case closed.
 Anyone receiving a “pedes-
trian ramp” ticket at the corner of 
Eighth Avenue and 15th Street is 
advised to dispute the summons, 
citing the precedent set in Judge 
R. Henriquez’s notice of determi-
nation number D331473 issued on 
Feb. 18.

Our columnist parked in the same spot as this white car  — 
blocking what the city says is a pedestrian ramp. But show us 
another corner that has the ramp outside of the crosswalk! Of 
course, Kuntzman beat the rap.
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By Gersh KuntzmanBy Gersh Kuntzman

 I pressed on. “Your honor, 
there’s no dispute over where I 
parked the car, but I will prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt that the 
alleged ‘pedestrian ramp’ is not a 
pedestrian ramp at all — at least 
not in an official capacity. And I 
have photographic evidence that 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 Oh, and about that affordable 
housing …
 The developers of the defunct Dom-
ino Sugar factory made a complete 
turnaround on one of the most con-
troversial charges against the project 
on Monday — announcing that all 
660 below-market-rate housing units 
would remain so permanently.
 That’s contrary to the Community 
Preservation Corporation’s promise 
on Feb. 23 that the affordable hous-
ing units in the $1.2-billion, 2,200-
unit redevelopment of the old factory 
would stay cheap for just 15 years.

 The prospect of a sunset clause on 
the affordable units was a key rea-
son for Community Board 1’s Land 
Use Committee rejection of the pro-
posal last week.
 Turns out that the developers didn’t 
merely change their minds — they 
refreshed their memories about the 
rules for building along the Williams-
burg waterfront.
 “There was some confusion,” Su-
san Pollock, senior vice president 
of CPC, said at a tour of the site on 
Monday. “We realized that the 2005 
waterfront rezoning requires perma-
nent affordable housing.”
 Even though the housing contro-

versy is relieved, the company still 
has a long way to go to please ev-
eryone — including the full Com-
munity Board 1 next week and then 
Borough President Markowitz, the 
City Planning Commission and the 
City Council. The developer’s next 
big problem is a lack of transporta-
tion to the area — with little new 
transit on the table.
 Community Board 1 will take up 
the issue at its monthly full board 
meeting at 6:30 pm on March 9 at 
the Swingin’ Sixties Senior Center 
[211 Ainslie St. at Manhattan Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 389-
0009].

It’s a sweeter deal
Affordable units would be permanent at Domino

Turns out, the affordable hous-
ing at the proposed Domino 
Sugar site will be permanent, 
according to the developers.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
 A group of merchants along Atlantic Avenue has be-
gun the movement toward creating a business improve-
ment district — but opponents say that this is the worst 
time to impose a new tax. 
 The proposed Atlantic Avenue BID, stretching from Fourth 
Avenue to the East River, along with properties within State 
and Pacific streets, would become the latest of scores of 
such quasi-public, self-taxing entities operating with lim-
ited oversight in an effort to supplement city services.
 “We have to be competitive with the other commercial 
strips that have BIDs,” said Frances Caroll, the owner of 
Silk Road Antiques, which is between Hoyt and Smith 
streets. “We would be able to do things like a shopping 
guide, make grant proposals, buy tree guards and other 
types of beautification.”
 Another business owner echoed Caroll’s excitement 
over the possibility of new services for merchants.
 “For years, I was not in favor of a BID,” said Charlie 
Sahadi, the owner of the beloved Middle Eastern gro-
cery store that bears his name. “The situation on Atlan-
tic Avenue has changed. The street has more character 
than it had before and needs more help.”
 But others say that, during a deep recession, business 
owners simply can’t afford the new tax, which would 
charge landlords $23 per front-foot of the building.
 “Did they ask anyone, ‘How is your business doing?’ ” 
pleaded Mohamed B. Mohamed, a real-estate broker 
who has handled many properties on Atlantic Avenue. 
“Business are literally dying on Atlantic — and this is 
the right time to raise taxes?”
 Mohamed also scoffed at the notion of hiring a pri-
vate company to handle sanitation, as is done on the 
Fulton Mall and numerous other commercial strips.
 “Those guys cleaning Fulton Avenue are the laziest 
people ever!” Mohamed said, adding that he thought 
the current arrangement was fine.
 “It’s the landlord and the tenants’ responsibility to 
clean the sidewalk,” said Mohamed. “Most businesses 
are OK with that.”
 Some merchants shared Mohamed’s skepticism.
 “On the face of things, I wouldn’t be in favor of the 
BID,” said John McGill, owner of Two For the Pot, a 
37-year-old coffee and tea shop on Clinton Street just 
north of Atlantic Avenue. “I clean the area around my 
store. I don’t need to be paying more for someone else 
to do the same thing I do.”
 But with an annual budget of $240,000, Caroll says that the 
BID will more than make up for the additional expense.
 “The dues amount to $600 a year in additional costs 
for our shop,” Caroll said. “I look at that $600 as [ex-
tra] marketing, which I will more than realize through 
the benefits.”
 Caroll pointed to the success of the Myrtle Avenue 
BID, which recently secured funding for street improve-
ments and a pedestrian plaza project.
 BID supporters say that they have secured the sup-
port of a vast majority of property owners in the district 
— adding that 88 percent of them have signed a letter 
of support. But that doesn’t mean smooth sailing. An 
effort to create a BID in Clinton Hill last year caused 
strife among local business owners, though it did win 
a majority and is operating smoothly, supporters say.
  — with Lara Gross

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax

Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 

BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

 Lively singing
  Strong preaching (KJV)
   Family oriented
    Multi ethnic 

BOERUM HILL DOWNTOWN

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 After nearly 80 years, Sid’s 
Hardware has left Down-
town.
 The definition of a suc-
cessful Mom-and-Pop busi-
ness, Sid’s anchored Myrtle 
Avenue before, during and 
after the days when it was 
known as “Murder Avenue.” 
But this week it closed its lo-
cation  in the Metrotech of-
fice complex, where it was 
relocated after making a nice 
deal with developer Bruce 
Ratner nearly three decades 
ago. It will reopen on Ham-
ilton Avenue at the southern 
end of the Gowanus Canal 
and near Park Slope.
 The hardware store that 
stuck with Downtown 
through the best of times 
and the worst of times (and 
these times, which are some-
where in the middle), has fi-
nally gotten sick of Down-
town.
 “Look, the rents are too 
high, there’s no parking, 
and this dead scene isn’t a 
place to run a business,” said 
Rich Popper, a store manager. 
“The other day, I had one guy 
go around the block for 20 
minutes so he could pick up 
a couple cans of paint.”
 It will reopen “in the next 
couple weeks.” For now, con-
tractors can still place orders, 
but the walk-in business is 
finished.
 The location change will 
complete a business model 
revamp for the 78-year-old 

shop — moving away from 
“terrible” retail sales to direct 
sales. A new service coun-
ter will focus on delivery to 
construction sites and order-
ing, said sales manager Wil-
liam Ruzzo.
 He added that the decision 
to move was made at the end 
of a 20-year, rent-controlled 

lease deal with Ratner — an 
agreement struck after the de-
veloper took control of Sid’s 
previous location using em-
inent domain.
 The business saw a steep 
decline in retail customers 
— and an explosion of de-
mand for direct delivery to 
construction sites — dur-

ing the “revitalization” of 
the Downtown area and the 
construction of the Metro-
tech Center, Ruzzo said. He 
blames a deteriorating busi-
ness climate among a horren-
dous parking situation — not 
to mention an even-sweeter 
rent deal on the new place, 
plus a parking lot, much more 
warehouse space, and room 
for delivery trucks.
 “So we’re going to ramp 
up our customer service and 
have our orders ready to pick 
up at the new place,” Ruzzo 
said.
 Sure, the Home Depot and 
the Lowe’s Hardware super-
store are already well estab-
lished near the new Sid’s, but 
Ruzzo said that those busi-
nesses present an opportu-
nity, not a threat.
 “We’re a ‘get in, get out 
in 10 minutes’ kind of store, 
unlike those guys,” Ruzzo 
said. “We’re going to take all 
the direct business we need 
from them.”
 He added that Sid’s would 
stick to some of its roots: it’s 
still family owned and will 
have about seven aisles of 
tools and materials. But Ru-
zzo said the refocusing of the 
business is the only thing that 
will keep it alive and thriv-
ing in this economy.
 Officials from Forest City 
Ratner, the now-defunct 
store’s landlord, did not re-
turn calls for comment.
 Sid’s Hardware [435 
Hamilton Ave. at 14th 
Street, (718) 875-2259].

After nearly 80 years in Downtown, Sid’s Hardware 
is moving to Hamilton Avenue.
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FORT GREENE

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper
  There’s nothing more frus-
trating than being in a Roger 
Federer-esque zone, only to 
have your baseline drive fail 
because of a bad bounce on 
a crack-filled court.
 Ten tennis players who 
use the courts in Fort Greene 
Park certainly feel that way 
— and they held their first 
fundraiser last week to raise 
money to fix the problem.
 “There are tons of cracks in 
the court surfaces,” said Rich 
Rodriguez, one of the mem-
bers of the just-founded Fort 
Greene Tennis Association, 
which raised money at the 
General Greene last Thurs-
day night. “Some of them are 
almost an inch wide! Some-
one could easily trip and fall 
while playing.”

Group hopes to fix park tennis courts

 The alliance of pseudo-
Samprases is shooting for 
$250,000 for a complete 

overhaul of the courts. 
Once that happens, the group 
hopes to coordinate tennis 

programs.
 In addition to the surface 
repairs, the players want to 
remedy a drainage system 
that leaves puddles of wa-
ter and piles of leaves on the 
courts.
 “We want to gut it and 
start over again,” said Ro-
driguez. “There have been 
some basic repairs, but the 
issues just get worse.”
 And the players may 
have a legitimate beef — 
they pay $100 per season 
for the court.
 “It’s the only part of the 
park that brings in revenue,” 
said Rodriguez. “But where 
is our money going to? I 
don’t think it’s necessarily 
going toward the courts.”
 Still, the money will likely 
have to be raised by the or-
ganization on its own.
 “We know we’re on the 
low end of the priority list,” 
Rodriguez said. “But we feel 
it’s important.” 
 The Parks Department 
was unable to return serve 
before The Brooklyn Paper’s 
game-set-match deadline.

Tennis lovers complain about the quality of the 
courts in Fort Greene Park.
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RED HOOK

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper
 The city is planning to turn 
the mostly unused parking lot 
at the Red Hook Cruise Ship 
Terminal into a functional 
community resource, officials 
announced on Monday.
 The huge, roughly two-
by-two block cement slab is 
currently utilized only dur-
ing the few days a year that 

people and buses need park-
ing for their bon voyages.
 “Basically it goes unused 
300 days a year,” said Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration spokesman Josh Na-
chowitz. “We’d like to find 
a program [for] the site.”
 Nachowitz would only 
release vague details about 
the site’s future at the Com-
munity Board 6 committee 

meeting last Monday night at 
Long Island College Hospital, 
pending the city’s formal re-
quest for proposals that will 
be issued next month. But at 
a roundtable discussion with 
Red Hook stakeholders and 
businesses last week, Nach-
owitz said the city will seek 
“events and arts program-
ming suggestions.”
 That leaves the floor open 

to a slew of options, but not 
all possibilities because no 
permanent infrastructure is 
allowed on the lot because 
parking spaces will still be 
needed during cruise days. 
Tents, temporary concert 
venues and a flea market 
involving “a consortium of 
different businesses” were 
acknowledged by EDC of-
ficials as possibilities.

City looks to use oft-quiet cruise terminal space
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Sure, the Red Hook Cruise Ship Terminal is busy 
when the big boats come in, but 300 days a year, 
it’s quiet as a lonesome backwater.

PROSPECT PARK

A dog named Lulu really got into the spirit of Friday’s snowpacalypse in 
Prospect Park.
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By Claire Glass
for The Brooklyn Paper
 Brooklyn’s economic 
prognosis for 2010 is a good 
news/bad news thing.
 The bad news is that 52 per-
cent of business owners don’t 
think the economy is going to 
get better this year, accord-
ing to a new survey from the 
Brooklyn Chamber of Com-
merce. But the good news is 
that the same survey last year 
revealed that 90 percent were 
similarly pessimistic.
 Chamber President Carl 
Hum said that just getting 
through 2009 gave most 
small businesses a reason 

to be a bit more optimistic.
 “We were on the precipice 
of collapse,” Hum said. “But 
because we survived 2009, 
businesses are thinking that 
what didn’t kill us made us 
stronger.” 
 But the survey did reveal 
some more bad news: Of the 
48 percent of business own-
ers in the survey who think 
the economy will improve 
this year, only 27 percent 
thought their own business 
would pick up.
 Then again, 57 percent of 
participants said they expect 
to hire at least one full- or 
part-time employee in 2010. 
In last year’s survey, only 43 

percent thought that they’d be 
able to bring on more staff.
 And 88 percent of business 
owners said they do not plan 
on firing anyone this year. 
Last year, only 78 percent 
made that claim.
 Health care, which regis-
ters on almost everyone’s ra-
dar, played a major role in the 
survey, revealing that 46 per-
cent of business owners sup-
port reform, even if it means 
higher taxes.
 “The general feeling is that 
providing coverage is essen-
tial to being able to attract 
and employ more people,” 
Hum said. “But they want to 
be able to do it efficiently.”

BOROUGH-WIDE

250 Cadman Plaza West
Brooklyn Heights

718-875-9124
info@congregationmountsinai.org
www.CongregationMountSinai.org

1 out of 6 boys and 1 out of 4 girls will be 
sexually abused before the age of 18!

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE
PREVENTION 

TRAINING PROGRAM
Sunday, March 14, 10 am–12:30 pm

Sponsored by Darkness to Light’s Stewards of 
Children and the New York Board of Rabbis

This program is for all concerned adults: 
Parents, Teachers, Clergy, Child Caregivers

You can make a difference!
Learn how to

PREVENT, RECOGNIZE and REACT 
RESPONSIBLY to CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Rabbi Diana Manber, Authorized Facilitator

Donation: $18 per person
Space is limited. RSVP a must.

Congregation  
Mount Sinai

A group of merchants says a business improve-
ment district would help Atlantic Avenue.
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(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 4/5/2010

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 4/5/2010

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 4/5/2010

$877
$13
Value
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CAR WASH

7TH AVENUE
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AUTO 
SPA

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home 
Delivery within 

Brooklyn

®

10%
OFF
ALL STORE 

MERCHANDISE 
WITH THIS AD

...Feel The Difference

ROOM 
HEATERS
$59 & UPKeep your home & 

business safe & secure!

185 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn Heights

BORO 
SECURITY 
SYSTEM

COMPUTER       DOCTOR
TM“The Doctor knows best”

Your local Brooklyn Heights & Cobble Hill 
computer repair specialist

 PCS LAPTOPS MACS

Visit our new shop at 185 Atlantic Avenue

(781) 883-5428
www.computerdoctor-ny.com

HOUSE 
CALLS!

We’ll come to your 
home or business

FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR EXPANDED

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.

* Plenty of Free Parking *

ARE YOU  
AT YOUR 
WITS END?
Are you desperate, 
angry, sick, terrified, 
frustrated, disgusted?

ARE YOU  
IN CRISIS?

Help is available:
www.tekumarecovery.com
A unique and effective drug & alcohol  
recovery program in Israel.

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

SPRING 
CLEANING 
ALL YEAR 
ROUND!

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

 A not-so-helpful thief stole 
a woman’s cellphone after of-
fering to carry her bags on 
Feb. 26.
 The 31-year-old victim 
told cops that her future at-
tacker offered to assist her 
on the A train in Manhat-
tan at around 4:30 am. The 
thief followed the woman 
when she got off the train 
at High Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, waiting until they 
had gotten to quiet Plymouth 
Street between Anchorage 
Place and Pearl Street in 
DUMBO before pushing her 
to the ground and snatching 
her phone.

Weeded out
 An undercover weed bust 
turned violent on Feb. 24 af-
ter the dealer mistakenly sold 
his wares to a cop and at-
tempted to flee.
 The incident went down on 
Fulton Street between Flat-
bush Avenue Extension and 
Hanover Place at around 7:30 
pm when the alleged dealer 
sold a $20 bag of reefer to a 
detective. When the dealer 
realized what he had done, 
he punched the detective in 
the face and took off.
 The perp was eventually 
apprehended with the help of 
Officer Aanonsen Lori, but 
managed to clock the under-
cover cop in the nose and 
lip. 

U B pissed
 A crafty con artist posing 
as a UPS deliveryman duped 
a woman into turning over a 
package that he himself had 
ordered using the mark’s sto-
len credit card on Feb. 25.
 The victim told cops that 
the package showed up at 
around noon at his apart-
ment on Bergen Street be-
tween Boerum Place and 
Court Street. An hour later, 
the “UPS supervisor” ap-
peared at his door, and ex-
plained to the nanny that the 
package had been delivered 
by mistake. The nanny then 
handed the package over. 
 Smelling a rat, the vic-
tim then went online and 
saw that $7,366 in unau-
thorized charges had been 
made to his credit card.

Ladron!
 A Spanish-speaking thief 
stole a photographer’s fancy  
gear at knifepoint on Feb. 22 
in DUMBO.
 The shutterbug told cops 
that he was under the Man-
hattan Bridge at Plymouth 
Street and Anchorage Place at 
around 8 pm when the thief ap-
proached from behind, pulled 
a knife and said, “Dame” — 
meaning, “Give it to me.” 
 The victim complied, and 
lost his camera and an assort-
ment of lenses, worth nearly 
$5,000.

Coated over
 Two thieves robbed a 
woman by pulling her coat 
over her eyes on Feb. 23.
 The victim told cops that 
the pair struck at around 6:30 
pm at the corner of Bond 
and Dean streets, blinding 
her with her own jacket and 
pushing her to the ground. 
The pair then swiped her 
purse and took off. She lost 
$60, and an assortment of 
IDs and credit cards.

Car jacked
 A thief stole a car from 
Schermerhorn Street on Feb. 

25.
 The owner of the 1995 
Nissan Maxima told cops 
that she had parked the car 
at around 8 am between Bond 
and Nevins streets. When she 
returned about 10 hours later, 
the wheels were gone.
Cell swipe
 A thief swiped a high 
school student’s Blackberry 
on Feb. 23. 
 The 17-year-old victim told 
cops that she had just finished 
eating a slice at around 3:45 pm 
near Fourth Avenue and Dean 
Street when the thief struck.
Trouble train
 A thief snatched a wom-
an’s wallet while she waited 
for the R train at the Atlan-
tic-Pacific stop on Feb. 27.
 The victim told cops she 
was on the platform waiting 
for the train at around 11 am 
when she felt someone stand-
ing close behind her. She said 
she didn’t think anything of 
it, until she realized minutes 
later that her wallet was miss-
ing from her jacket. She lost 
an assortment of credit cards 
and her ID.
 — Stephen Brown

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Tiffany ring
 A thief roughed up a 
woman for her cellphone 
on Tiffany Place on Feb. 
27, but the plucky 30-year-
old fought back, keeping her 
phone and sending the ruf-
fian fleeing.
 The victim told police that 
she was near Kane Street at 
about 5 pm when the man 
grabbed her from behind and 
said, “Don’t scream. Give me 
your phone.”
 When she refused, he 
pushed her to ground and 
punched her in the face. 
But she never let go of the 
phone, and the perp fled to-
wards Degraw Street.
Caught ya
 Cops nabbed a burglar 
working Luquer Street on 
Feb. 24 after a witness called 
911 with the tip.
 Police say that they got a 
call at around 10 am report-
ing that a man with white 
gloves had just slipped inside 
a building between Court and 
Smith streets. Officer Oscar 
Morales got there before the 
man exited the building with 
a fancy Tag Hauer watch and 
an iPod.
 Morales collared the perp 
and, after a positive ID from 
the witness, booked him on 
burglary and trespass.
Graf zeppelin
 Three teenagers were ar-
rested for painting graffiti all 
over city signs and a store-
front on Feb. 24.
 Officer Michael Ponzi said 
he watched the 14- and two 
15-year-olds spray-painting 
their tags near the corner of 
Sackett and Clinton streets 
at around 8 pm.
Art attack
 A thief broke into an art stu-
dio on Carroll Street on Feb. 
25 and stole a computer.
 The 28-year-old artist 
showed up in at 4:30 pm to 
find that the perp had en-
tered the building, which is 
between Bond Street and 
the Gowanus Canal, and re-
moved the Apple computer. 
She told cops that she had 
left the studio at just after 
midnight that day.
Dead end kid
 While a resident of Third 
Place slept overnight on Feb. 
23, a burglar entered his 
apartment and took undis-
closed things.
 The resident of the dead-
end block east of Court Street 
told police that he was dozing 
between 10:30 pm and 9 am, 
when he awoke (fresh) to find 
several items missing.
 Cops did not have a list 
of the purloined stuff.
Minute made
 It only takes a minute to 
fall in love — or to lose your 
wallet on Sackett Street in 
the middle of the day.
 A 19-year-old learned that 
lesson on Feb. 22 when she 
was chatting with her brother 
on her stoop between Clinton 
and Court streets at around 
3 pm. She and her bro went 
inside for just a minute, she 
said, but when they came out 
again, the wallet was gone.
 She lost gift cards and $40.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cigarette take
 A pushy punk stole a man’s 
backpack while he smoked 
on the corner of Fulton Street 
and Clinton Avenue on Feb. 
25. 
 The victim said that the 
thief approached him at 
around noon and said, “What 
do you have?”
 Before the victim could ex-
plain that he was a bit short 
at the moment, the thief ri-
fled his pockets and came 

up empty-handed.
 But this thief wasn’t done. 
When the victim tried to walk 
away, the perp grabbed his 
backpack and screamed, 
“Don’t walk away!”
 He successfully got the 
backpack and fled into a 
nearby subway station. It’s 
likely that the thief was dis-
pleased with his efforts: the 
backpack contained mostly 
school work and books.

Invisible
 A sneaky snatcher struck 
from behind to steal a wom-
an’s wallet on DeKalb Ave-
nue on Feb. 22.
 The victim told cops that 
she was near Hall Street at 
around 1:15 pm when the 
thief jabbed something into 
her back and demanded that 
she hand over her wallet. She 
did, and the perp escaped.

Transit trick
 It was a bad week for lady 
bus passengers. Here’s a 
round-up:

credit cards and Blackberry 
from her pocket when he 
rubbed up against her on 
B39 on DeKalb Avenue on 
Feb. 23. 
 The victim said that she 
noticed that her goods were 
missing when she got off the 
bus at Ashland Avenues at 
around 9:30 am.

-
an’s wallet from her purse 
while riding the same bus 
two days later.
 The victim told cops that 
she got off the bus at Vander-
bilt Avenue at around 3:30 
pm and stalked the sneaky 
thief for several blocks. She 
called the cops after she lost 
sight of him. 

Apple cored
 A perp stole $8,000 worth 
of electronics — including a 
fancy Apple laptop — from 
the Metropolitan Exchange 
Bank building on Flatbush 
Avenue on Feb. 21.
 The victim told cops that 
the thief must have sneaked 
into his office at around 3 
pm while he was downstairs 
waiting for a plumber in the 
building, which is near Ful-
ton Street.

Buffalo bill
 A perp swiped an employ-
ees wallet from a workers-
only area at the Buffalo Wild 
Wings on Flatbush Avenue 
on Feb. 23.
 The victim told cops that 
the theft must have happened 
before 9:30 am when she 
went into the back room to 
retrieve her purse. That’s 
when she discovered that it 
was gone.

Diner dash
 A devious diner nabbed a 
woman’s red leather bag from 
under her seat while she ate 
at a South Portland Avenue 
restaurant on Feb. 27. 
 The victim told cops that 
she didn’t notice the grab un-
til after her meal was over at 
Cafe Lafayette, which is near 
Lafayette Avenue, at around 
9:30 pm. But a witness said 
that when she entered the eat-
ery, she saw a woman hold-
ing the very same red leather 
bag as she left.
 — Claire Glass

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Lesson learned
 A thief stole a woman’s iP-
hone off a counter at a Ber-
gen Street restaurant on Feb. 
24 — then derided her when 
she called to demand its re-
turn.
 The 31-year-old customer 
at the excellent Sun in Bloom 
restaurant between Fifth and 
Flatbush avenues told cops 
that she left the phone on 
the counter at around 12:30 
pm. Later, when she dialed 
her own number, a man an-
swered and said, “Dumb 
b—h, now you’ve learned 
your lesson.”
 Ouch.

Burg town
 At least three apart-
ments were burglarized last 
week:

-
ers and a camera from a St. 
Marks Place apartment over-
night on Feb. 23. The victim 
told cops that the thief came 
through the back window of 
the apartment, which is be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues, sometime after 10 pm 
to steal a computer, an iPod 
and a digital camera.

a Third Street apartment 
was all a thief needed to 
steal a laptop computer on 
Feb. 24. The resident of the 
unit, which is at Sixth Ave-
nue, told cops that she had 
left the door open when she 
departed at around 7 pm. 
When she came back four 
hours later, she discovered 
the crime.

the main suspect in the bur-
glary of a desktop Apple com-
puter from a Seventh Avenue 
apartment between Feb. 13 
and 20. One of the residents 

told cops that he was not in 
the apartment, which is be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
streets, for several months, 
but got a call from a room-
mate who said that she dis-
covered one day that his 
computer was gone. That’s 
when she realized that she 
had shown the apartment to 
several prospective renters, 
including one named Josh, 
who cops suspect was merely 
casing the joint for a future 
incursion.

oyPhone
 Another iPhone has been 
swiped, this time from a 
subway passenger on a Bay 
Ridge-bound R train on Feb. 
25.
 The victim told cops that 
she was sitting near the door 
at around 4:30 pm when a 
thief grabbed the phone as 
the train was about to leave 
the Fourth Avenue and Ninth 
Street station.
 The perp fled to “parts 
unknown,” police said.

Grunt work
 Yet another employee at 
New York Methodist Hos-
pital has had her wallet sto-
len.
 The latest victim told cops 
that she was getting off her 
shift at around 7 pm on Feb. 
25 at the Sixth Street medi-
cal center when she noticed 
that her wallet was missing 
from the jacket hanging on 
her office chair.
 By the time the worker 
called her credit card com-
pany, the thief had already 
run up an $80.75 charge at an 
East New York liquor store 
and two other locations.

Two wheeling
 At least two vehicles were 
reported stolen or broken into 
last week:

Maxima from the neighbor-
hood’s renowned car thief’s 
paradise: the quiet, dark 
stretch of Flatbush Ave-
nue between Empire Bou-
levard and Grand Army 
Plaza. The victim told cops 
that he’d parked the fancy se-
dan near the Prospect Park 
Zoo on Feb. 25 at 1 pm. But 
when he returned to it about 
12 hours later, it was gone.

-
dow of a car that had been 
parked on 12th Street on Feb. 
24, stealing a wallet. The vic-
tim said she returned to the 
car the next day at 8 am to 
find the broken glass on the 
block between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues. Further in-
spection revealed that the 
wallet, and the $60 inside 
it, was gone.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Train gang
 Two quick-handed jerks 
attacked and robbed a man 
as he tried to enter the Nas-
sau Avenue G-train station 
on Feb. 24.
 The 18-year-old victim 
tried to swipe his card in 
the station near Manhattan 
Avenue at about 2 pm when 
the thugs pounced. One perp 
choked the victim while the 
other grabbed his laptop, and 
the two fled in opposite di-
rections — one on the G and 
one on the street.

Gadget thieves
 Four burglaries were re-
ported in Greenpoint on Feb. 

23, and police say that at least 
some are related:

-
an’s electronics from her N. 
Eighth Street apartment be-
fore she came home at 2:45 
pm. Once inside the unit, 
which is between Roebling 
Street and Driggs Avenue, 
she noticed that her door jamb 
was broken and that two game 
consoles, a laptop, a TV and 
her purse were gone.

sometime before 5 pm, this 
time from an apartment on 
Kingsland Avenue between 
Beadel and Herbert streets. 
The victim came home and 
saw that her TV, laptop, DVD 
player, camera and hard drive 
were missing.

the same Kingsland Avenue 
building was burglarized be-
fore the victim came home at 
7 pm. The thugs beat down 
the front door and stole an-
other laptop, a watch and a 
camera.

in the act of stealing two lap-
tops from a N. Fifth Street 
apartment at about 5:40 pm. 
The woman was leaving her 
apartment, which is between 
Roebling Street and Driggs 
Avenue, when she realized 
she left the stove on. She 
saw the crooks at the eleva-
tor holding her two laptops 
when she returned, and they 
fled. — Andy Campbell

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

McKnife
 Sometimes the McDon-
ald’s dollar menu is just too 
expensive.
 A punk was arrested af-
ter threatening a woman by 
putting a knife to her neck as 
she waited on line inside the 
Broadway location of Ameri-
ca’s best-known fast-food res-
taurant on Feb. 26.
 The woman told cops that 
she was inside Mickey D’s, 
which is at Havemeyer Street 
at about 12:20 pm, standing 

with a dollar bill in her hand. 
That’s when the thug put the 
blade to her neck and de-
manded the cash — which is 
sufficient money to purchase 
McNuggets, a McDouble or 
two apple pies, by the way.
 The victim called cops, 
who responded fast enough 
to arrest the 56-year-old 
perp.

De-educated
 Some crooks broke into 
an education business on S. 
Ninth Street and stole elec-
tronics on Feb. 27.
 Workers entered the SCO 
Family of Services building, 
which is between Berry Street 
and Bedford Avenue, at about 
6 pm to find a computer, DVD 
player, cameras and a TV sto-
len. The employees told cops 
that they’d been in the facil-
ity earlier that morning.
 — Andy Campbell

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Noisemare
 A 72-year-old woman’s 
complaints about a noisy 
neighbor were answered by 
the neighbor’s boyfriend, 
who jumped and choked 
the senior until she shut up 
on Feb. 28.
 The woman, a resident of 
84th Street between Seventh 
and 10th avenues, told po-
lice that after a particularly 
noisy night, she knocked on 
her neighbor’s door at 10 am 
to ask her to quiet down.
 The boyfriend answered 
the door and attacked the se-
nior after a short exchange, 
pushing her to the floor and 
choking her, causing slight 
injuries.

Vacation grab
 A return from a month-
long vacation ended on a 
sour note for a Colonial Road 
woman on Feb. 25, when she 
returned to her home near 
68th Street to find that her 
laptop computer and $500 
had been taken.
 — Thomas Tracy

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

By Thomas Tracy
Community Newspaper Group
 A poop-smeared pugilist went to town 
on a 77th Street family on Feb. 28 — 
smearing his excrement all over the place 
and battling with one of his neighbors.
 The victim, who lives between Third 
and Fourth avenues, told police that he 
and his girlfriend returned to their build-
ing at 5 am and were welcomed by the 
aroma of excrement.
 The couple investigated the smell, only 
to find — we kid you not — a drunken 
man “covered in fecal matter” sitting on 
the stairs outside his own apartment in 
the building.
 The man had damaged the victim’s 
door, which was now also “covered in 

fecal matter,” according to a complaint 
filed with the Brooklyn DA’s office.
 After a furious exchange of potty mouth 
words, the drunken defecator attacked 
the victim, punching him in the mouth 
and biting his hand as the duo wrestled 
on the floor.
 The victim’s girlfriend called 911, and 
cops soon took away the 42-year-old fe-
cal felon.
 It’s the second straight week that a 
filthy crime has graced these pages. Last 
week, a drunk man mistook a Livingston 
Street tower for the Brooklyn Marriott, 
where he was staying, and relieved him-
self all over the building in a drunken 
stupor. He returned the next night, red-
faced, and apologized.

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services
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 It has to be the least-likely best restaurant 
in the borough.
 Carved out of the loading dock of a live-
work loft building on ugly Tillary Street is the 
appropriately named Loading Dock, a part gal-

lery, part taco stand.
 The restaurant was 
opened in December by 
Owen Wright, who man-
ages the loft building, 
after he convinced the 
landlord to allow him 
to put a food cart in the 
loading dock. Wright 
then built two dining 
areas around the cart 

— one that looks like a beach-side taco stand, 
the other that looks like a gallery in Chelsea.
 Chef Forrest Cole’s fried fish taco — hot, cool 
and crispy — brings back memories of hot sum-
mer days south of the border. And his burritos, 
also crafted in the three-foot-by-five-foot food 
truck space, are better than most of the versions 
churned out in real restaurants (his pork carni-
tas is actually crispy, like it should be).
 The menu is limited — hey, there’s only so 
much you can do in a food truck — and so are 
the hours (it is a working loading dock, after 
all), but Wright’s hidden roadside stand is go-
ing to be a huge hit for all the wandering office 
workers of Downtown — including Wright’s 
new best friends at The Brooklyn Paper.
 The Loading Dock [170 Tillary St. between 
Flatbush Avenue and Gold Street, (646) 355-
7518]. Open Tuesday-Sunday, 11 am-3 pm; 
plus Wednesday-Saturday, 6-10 pm. Cash 
only. — Gersh Kuntzman

 Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” is staged 
over and over and over whenever history repeats 
itself, yet the play always seems fresh. 
 Miller wrote the show at a particularly dark 
time for civil liberties — the McCarthy hearings 
during the 1950s — 
but set the play dur-
ing the Salem Witch 
Trials in the 1600s.  
 The latest pro-
duction by Brave 
New World Reper-
tory Theatre, through 
March 14 at the Old 
Stone House, was inspired by the War on Ter-
ror, said Artistic Director Claire Beckman. 
 “Some compromises we’ve made with civil 
liberties have made the show relevant again,” 
Beckman said. “The ‘War on Terror’ has tar-
geted innocent people.”
 Civil liberties provided Beckman’s theme, but 
the Old Stone House provides a perfect setting. 
The dark, colonial-era home handily recreates 
the dank world of Puritan New England.
 “The Crucible” at the Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], March 4-14, 8 pm. Tickets 
are $18. — Claire Glass

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

f there is anything that gentrified Brook-
lynites love more than gentrifying the 
rest of Brooklyn, it’s eating out.

 Naturally, then, a dilemma presents it-
self when your affordable apartment lacks 
any nearby options for organic, whole-
bean coffee or that must-have fresh al-
mond croissant.
 One solution: open the coffee shop 
yourself. Gabriel Lowe opened K-Dog 
and Dunebuggy on a quiet strip of Pros-
pect Lefferts Garden after she moved to 
the neighborhood in 2006 and found her-
self despairing over the lack of places to 
hang out or get a cup of joe. 
 “We really needed a place for the com-
munity to gather,” said Lowe.
 The quirky, homespun cafe quickly be-
came a spot where folks exiled from pric-
ier neighborhoods were soon convocat-
ing with their matching MacBooks. Soon, 
Lowe had managed to convince Jim Ma-
mary, once Brooklyn’s most prolific res-
taurateur, to come to the strip, too.
 After Mamary opened Café Enduro 
and the short-lived Whiskey Sunday/
Fly Fish (now Lincoln Park Tavern), 
the trend was complete: Lincoln Road 
was officially “foodified.”
 Lincoln Road’s transformation into 
an oasis from Prospect Lefferts Gardens’ 
limitless West Indian and Chinese take-out 
is by no means the only recent example 
of restaurant-led gentrification. Through-
out lower-rent areas of Brooklyn, a lack of 
“good eats” is driving transplanted resi-
dents to open eateries themselves — and 
along with the multiplying eateries, comes 
a multiplicity of gentrifiers.
 And you know what’s next: GQ food 
critics are trekking to Bushwick to eat 
pizza at Roberta’s.
 “Food is the new art in the urban cul-
tural experience. You used to have art-
ists moving in and opening galleries, now 
there are foodies moving in and opening 
up cafes,” said Sharon Zukin, a profes-
sor of sociology at Brooklyn College and 
the author of “Naked City: The Death and 
Life of Authentic Urban Culture.”
 “Eateries are beginning to mark the 
borders of certain kinds of cultural divi-
sions,” she added.

 It’s happened in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
where in 2004 neighborhood pioneer Bread 
Stuy paved the way for upscale pizzeria 
Saraghina to open over summer, and for 
Peaches, owned by the proprietors of the 

Fort Greene mainstay, the Smoke Joint, 
to open in 2008.
 In Bushwick, the seemingly barren food-
scape inspired two neighborhood musi-
cians to open Roberta’s, an avant-garde 

pizzeria in a drafty warehouse.
 In Ditmas Park, a neighborhood move-
ment to attract more business to Corte-
lyou Road resulted in the development of 

 It’s a little bit country.
 Fear not, you rock-and-rollers: The Brook-
lyn Winter Hoedown, which returns to Super-
fine in DUMBO this weekend, is not a Tammy 

Wynette tribute show. 
 For that, you can 
thank Dock Oscar, the 
man behind the Kings 
County Opry, who is 
steering the sixth an-
nual Hoedown.
 “I’m more of a 
bluegrassy person,” 
said Oscar, a South 

Sloper. “I wanted to give a shout-out to the 
great bluegrass and old-time fiddle bands.”
 The 12 groups performing during the three-
day festival include country blues, gospel and 
some old-school country.
 Hoedown regulars, like Jan Bell, the Amer-
ican String Conspiracy, and Oscar’s own band, 
The Ambassadors of Love, will perform. And 
Oscar is particularly thrilled about Greg Garing, 
a singer who learned from bluegrass legend Bill 
Monroe and has gone on to become a legend in 
his own right. He’ll perform on Saturday.
 “He is the real deal,” Oscar said.
 Brooklyn Winter Hoedown at Superfine 
[126 Front St. between Pearl and Jay 
streets in DUMBO, (718) 243-9005], March 
5-7. Admission is $5 (free on Sunday). 
Reservations are recommended. For info, 
visit www.kingscountyopry.com.

— Meredith Deliso

345 Court St. (at Union St.)
718-852-5015
Open Tues–Sun for lunch & dinner
Private party room
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Risto!an"#  

Enjoy our

Raw
Bar

With specials, 4–7 pm
in our bar and café

$1 Oysters
$1 Little Neck Clams ~ $1 Shrimp Cocktail

Tris di bruschetta: $6
Tomato, olive tapenade and tru!e egg

Italian cheese platter: $8
Arancini siciliani: $5

Baby rice ball "lled with mozzarella and peas
Hand-picked organic Italian olives: $4

Eat TURKISH at

142 Montague St., 2nd Fl.
(bet. Clinton & Henry)
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 875-2211

Serving lunch & dinner 7 days

Turkish Culture and Cuisine in 
Brooklyn Heights

 
with free glass of wine or dessert*

 

  
and Catering

The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings

 Where can you grab a coffee in 
Crown Heights or shrimp-and-grits in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant? Read on for our 
guide to the eateries that are transform-
ing Brooklyn’s culinary landscape.

Nero Doro
395 Classon Ave. between Green Avenue 
and Clifton Place, (718) 484-8822
 This Wi-Fi ready café is the newest in a 
slew of operations populating Clinton Hill’s 
edges with gourmet beans.

Cornelius
565 Vanderbilt Ave. at Pacific Street, (718) 
398-6662
 The cozy bar and restaurant provides an 
otherwise sparse stretch of Vanderbilt Avenue 
with seasonal fare and single-malt Scotch.

Glass Shop
766 Classon Ave. between St. Johns and 
Sterling Places, (718) 387-4777

 Last summer, premium Aussie-style cof-
fee came to a former glass factory in java-
starved Crown Heights.

Saraghina
435 Halsey St. at Lewis Avenue, (718) 574-
0010
 The newbie pizzeria’s Neapolitan pie put 
Bed-Stuy on the culinary map, nabbing a 
spot in New York Magazine’s “Top 20 Piz-
zas of the Moment.”

Peaches
393 Lewis Ave. at MacDonough Street, 
(718) 942-4162

ists moving in and opening galleries, now 
there are foodies moving in and opening 

Now gentrifi cation in Brooklyn 
is being led by the stomach

Carolina Barbagallo at Nero Doro.
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See FOODIES on page 7

See LIST on page 7

WEDNESDAYS
$1 BOTTLED BEER

 

5–8 pm 
With 1 appetizer or entrée

THURSDAYS
$1 BLT BURGER 

SLIDERS
 

FRIDAYS
$1 BEEF KEBAB 

SKEWERS
 

SATURDAYS
$1 INFUSED VODKA COCKTAIL 

OR SHOT

SUNDAYS
$1 HOT RED WINE GROG

 

DIDN’T GET A BAILOUT? AWAITING YOUR TAX REFUND?

GOT A BUCK?

& Old Fulton, Brooklyn
Reservations 718-625-0300
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FRI, MARCH 5
THEATER, “LEADING LADIES”: Pre-

sented by The Heights Players. $15; 
$13 for seniors and children under 
13. 8 pm. Heights Players [26 Willow 
Pl. between Joralemon and State 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237-2752], www.heightsplayers.org. 

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE ACTS”: 
Play about the life of Bette Bourne, 
a British gay rights activist. $30-
$55. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

 Play 
about a Brooklyn basketball league 
by Jo Martin, Josephine Melville 
and Tracey Daley. $22. 7:30 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 488-
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
KumbleTheater. 

 New 
circus theater adventure set in 
turn-of-the-century New York City, 
featuring Kai Altair and live jazz and 
blues stylings by Tin Pan. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 6 pm and 9 pm. House of 
Yes (342 Maujer St. between Water-
bury Street and Morgan Avenue), 
www.houseofyes.org. 

 Author of 
“The Colony.” Free. 7 pm. A Public 
Space [323 Dean St. at Fourth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 858-8067]. 

FRIEND”: An exhibition on 
Haitian culture. 7 pm. Live with 
Animals (210 Kent Ave. between 
Metropolitan Avenue and N. Third 
Street in Williamsburg), www.
livewithanimalsgallery.blogspot.com. 

 
Featuring works by Andrea Moreau, 
Andrew Scott Ross, Ivan Gaete, 
Audrey Hasen Russell and more. 7 
pm. Nurture Art Gallery [910 Grand 
St. in Williamsburg, (718) 782-7755], 
www.nurtureart.org. 

 Shake-
speare’s comedy, directed by Sam 
Mendes. $25-$95. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART OPENING: Photographs by Gera-
lyn Shukwit, part of the First Fridays 

 $12.50. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com.

 Featuring 
The Whistling Wolves, Jan Bell, and 
Vincent Cross and Good Company. 
$5. 9 pm. Superfine [126 Front St. at 
Pearl Street in DUMBO, (718) 243-
9005], www.kingscountyopry.com. 

 Legendary 
blues-folk artist performs. $15. 
9:45 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

 Weekly improv show 
with troupes Sidecar and M.A.D. 
10 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

SAT, MARCH 6
PERFORMANCE

THEATER, “A LIFE IN THREE ACTS”: 
2 and 8 pm. See Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “LEADING LADIES”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, March 5. 

 
Interdisciplinary event at various lo-
cations. $5 per show; $10 day pass; 
$15 weekend pass. For info, visit 
www.artsinbushwick.wordpress.
com. 

 2 pm. 
See Friday, March 5.

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: See Fri-
day, March 5. 

GETFULNESS”: World premiere 
of a new opera by Susan Stoderl, 
presented by Brooklyn Repertory 
Opera. $20. 3 pm. Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855-3388], www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

 
Donizetti’s comic classic, with a full 
orchestra. $5-$20. 3 pm. Regina 
Hall [1230 65th St. at 12th Avenue 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 232-3555], 
www.reginaopera.org.

 Cel-
ebration of Brahms. See Friday, 
March 5. 

 3:30 pm 
and 7:30 pm. See Friday, March 5. 

 Eclectically 
influenced folk/jazz songwriter and 
food activist play songs and hosts 
a vegetarian dinner benefitting the 
Brooklyn Food Coalition. Location 
given upon ticket purchase. $25. 

to overcome his band, predators 
and Mother Nature so he move up 
the genetic ladder in this combina-
tion of silent comedy, mythology 
and over the top violence. $12. Brick 
Theater [575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907-6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: Brave 
New World Repertory presents 
a new site-specific production of 
Arthur Miller’s classic. $18. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.
theoldstonehouse.org. 

 Cele-
bration of Brahms’s complete works 
for violin and piano. $35 ($30 senior, 
$15 student). Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

 $12. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. at Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.bax.org. 

series. Free. 7:30 pm. RePop [68 
Washington Ave. between Park and 
Flushing avenues in Clinton Hill, 
(718) 260-8032], www.repopny.com. 

HER: Dance, music and images 
that reveal what comes and goes 
through a woman. $15 donation. 
Freebird Bookstore [123 Columbia 
St. in Columbia Street Waterfront, 
718-858-1983], freebirdbooks.com. 

 Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

 One 
World Symphony performs pieces 
by Rachmanioff and Tchiakovsky. 
$40 ($30 seniors and students). 8 
pm. St. Ann’s Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 707-1411]. 

 A 
sex-obsessed monkey attempting 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 5

What a 
drag!
We all like listening in 
on other people’s 
conversations, espe-
cially if they are fabu-
lous drag queens. So 
that’s why we love “A 
Life in Three Acts,” a 
new play about Bette 
— born Peter — 
Bourne, a British 
actor turned Gay Lib-
eration Front activist 
in the 1970s. The 
story is told through 
an intimate conversa-
tion between 
Bourne’s friends, 
which is half the fun.

8 pm. St. Ann’s Ware-
house [38 Water St. at 
Dock Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 254-8779]. Tickets 
are $35-55.

SATURDAY
March 6

Get arty
Today is the day for 
art lovers. The Brook-
lyn Museum will have 
its monthly “First Sat-
urdays” freebie, 
which features spe-
cial programs and fis-
cally sane access to 
the great new Egyp-
tian art show that our 
critic loved. But if you 
want something edg-
ier, all of Bushwick 
has been given over 
to the Bushwick SITE 
Festival, an interdisci-
plinary art show.

5-midnight. First 
Saturday at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000]. 
Free; 1-6 pm. Bushwick 
SITE Fest. Visit www.art-
sinbushwick.wordpress.
com for full location list. 
All day pass is $10.

SUNDAY
March 7

Thank the 
Academy
Why just sit at 
home alone 
watching the 
Oscars and 
waste all your 
witty commen-
tary by tweet-
ing your six 
followers? 
Instead, 
head to 
the Bell 
House, 
where comedians 
Gabe Liedman and 
Jenny Slate will offer 
their running com-
mentary during the 
commercial breaks. 
They’ll break down 
everything from the 
outfits to the produc-
tion numbers to the 
winners. And you’ll 
have a better seat 
than Jack Nicholson.

8 pm. Oscar night at The 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Go wa-
nus, (718) 643-6510].

THURSDAY
March 11

12 from 
Tenn
Everyone knows 
“Streetcar Named 
Desire,” but its author, 
Tennessee Williams 
was a prolific play-
wright whose lesser 
works can be just as 
satisfying. Case in 
point, Target Margin 
Theater will kick off a 
three-week explora-
tion called “The 
Unknown Williams,” 
including to night’s 
show, “This is a Peace-
able Kingdom.”

7:30 pm. “The Unknown 
Willams” at The Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Wyckoff and 
Irving avenues in 
Bushwick). Tickets are 
$12. For info, visit www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

FRIDAY
March 12

Acting up
Two good options for 
tonight: Sam Lipsyte 
(pictured) will read 
from his riotous novel 
“The Ask” at Book-
Court, but our love of 
theater and conflict 
will send us to the 
International Film 
New York “mono-
logue slam” at the 
Kumble Theater. Who 
can resist watching 
actors chew up scen-
ery — in competition 
with each other!

7 pm. Sam Lipsyte at 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875-3677]. Free; 7:30 
pm. Monologue slam at 
the Kumble Theater at 
Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues, (718) 488-1624]. 
Tickets are $20.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

TUES, MARCH 9
 Monthly full 

board meeting. 6:30 pm. Swingin’ 
Sixties Senior Center [211 Ainslie St. 
at Manhattan Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 389-0009]. 

WED, MARCH 10
 Monthly full 

board meeting. 6 pm. ART/NY [138 
S. Oxford St. between Atlantic 
Avenue and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

 6:30 pm. 
Hunter’s Steak and Ale House [9402 
Fourth Ave. between 94th and 95th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 619-5109]. 

 Monthly full 
board meeting. 6:30 pm. Location 
to be determined. 

 Sponsored by 
WABC TV. Local organizations, resi-
dents, and the larger Brooklyn com-
munity invited to attend. Call to regis-
ter. 7 pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue 

in Prospect Heights, (212) 788-7081], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

 
Monthly meeting. Lindsay Houses 
[30 Montrose Ave. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-5309]. 

THURS, MARCH 11

 Free. 4 pm. Coney Island Library 
[1901 Mermaid Ave. between West 
19th and West 20th streets in Coney 
Island, (718) 265-3220].
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INTRODUCING

Saporita Pizza
TO DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN!

FREE delivery to Downtown
and parts of Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

Free garlic knots & 1 liter 
soda w/ purchase of any pie

(With coupon only. Cannot be used  
with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/10)

$3 off any order 
of $15 or more

(With coupon only. Cannot be used 
with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/10)

Saporita
PIZZA

27 Smith St. (near Livingston St.)
718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm
Corporate accounts welcome
Catering for all events

Hero Sandwiches Pasta Dishes

Plain Pizza Speciality Pizza Square Pizza

Appetizers Salads

www.saporitapizza.com
View our full menu!  Print coupons! Order online! (Coming soon)NEW!

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

235 Smith Street
(between Butler & Douglass Streets)

718-643-1963
FAST FREE DELIVERY
HOURS: Mon–Thurs, Noon–11pm
Fri–Sat, Noon–11:30pm; Sun, 1pm–11pm

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Now until March 31st,
enjoy over 60 different 
kinds of fresh SUSHI!
5–10:30pm, 7 days a week

Organic Indian Food
The Only Organic Indian Food in NYC

FREEDELIVERY
15 blocks N, W, S, E 

of the restaurant

Chef with 
35 YEARS 

experience with 
Indian cooking

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon–Sat: 1pm–Midnight

Sun: Noon–10pm

CATERING AND 
BIG PARTIES 

with discount prices

718.388.3021
513 Grand Street, Brooklyn

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
 View our menu at www.101nyc.com

RESTAURANT/BAR

We Deliver Lunch & Dinner!

GENERAL&COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler

 Juliet Rylance in the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
production of “As You Like It,” now through March 13 at the BAM 
Harvey Theater. Our review of BAM’s “The Tempest” is on page 13.
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 Southern home cookin’ came to grits-
hungry Bed-Stuy courtesy of the Smoke 
House joint team in 2008.

Roberta’s
261 Moore St. between Bogart and 
White Streets, (718) 417-1118
 Hankering for some good food and 
a place to hang, Bushwick residents 
opened this raved-about artisanal piz-
zeria. Fresh herbs are grown in a huge 
rooftop greenhouse.

The Northeast Kingdom
18 Wyckoff Ave. at Troutman Street, 
(718) 386-3864
 This homey place — think cheese-
burgers, homemade sausages and mac 
and cheese — doubles as restaurant 

and neighborhood hang-out. 

The Castello Plan
1213 Cortelyou Rd. at Argyle Road. 
No phone yet
 An offshoot of Mimi’s Hummus, 
this joint is slated to be a vast wine 
bar with more than 100 wines and a 
light menu.

The Farm on Adderly
1108 Cortelyou Rd. between E. 11th 
and E. 12th streets, (718) 287-3101
 Sustainable cuisine and frequent 
community-based event (like movie 
night) make this a local must.

Purple Yam
1314 Cortelyou Rd. between E. 13th 
Street and Rugby Road, (718) 940-
8188
 Attracted by the neighborhood spirit, 
Purple Yam’s owners closed their pop-
ular SoHo eatery to bring their inven-
tive Filipino cuisine to a neighborhood 

that needs it.

K-Dog and Dunebuggy
43 Lincoln Rd. between Flatbush and 
Ocean avenues, (718) 282-7139
 The solitary place in the neighbor-
hood for a decent cup of coffee, this 
cozy café is always buzzing.

Café Enduro
51 Lincoln Rd. between Flatbush and 
Ocean avenues, (718) 282-7097
 The Mexican fare here is the neigh-
borhood’s sole relief from West Indian 
fare.  

Brancaccio’s Food Shop
3011 Fort Hamilton Pkwy. between 
E. Second and E. Third streets, (718) 
282-7139
 Just this year, Kensington got its first 
pioneer, hawking dishes like pear glazed 
pork tenderloin. — Kristen V. Brown

a veritable restaurant row.
 And most recently, Joe Brancaccio was 
inspired to open Brancaccio’s Food Shop 
in Kensington, where, to his surprise, the 
place was packed with folks aching for 
some truffled mac and cheese.
 “I knew this neighborhood was on 
the verge,” said Brancaccio. 
 While the burgeoning restaurant 
scene certainly succeeds in attracting 
people to neighborhoods, for Gary Jo-
nas, co-owner of The Farm on Adderly 
in Ditmas Park, that success has come 
at a price.
 “When we moved here, it was the 
most-diverse neighborhood in coun-
try,” he said, “But we definitely see 
more people coming in from Manhat-
tan and other areas of Brooklyn. When 
we signed the lease four years ago, we 
never could have imagined Cortelyou 
Road would become an actual dining 
destination.”
 Zukin explained that the kinds of 
“low-key, homey” places that usually 
develop in neighborhoods like Prospect 
Lefferts Garden become instrumental 
in developing a new sense of commu-
nity, attracting more gentrifiers, and 
ultimately signaling to developers that 
the neighborhood is less risky. Lather, 
rinse, and repeat.
  In 2001, Ditmas Park resident Jan 
Rosenberg founded Friends of Corte-
lyou Road to help attract shops and 
restaurants to the area. A residential 
neighborhood in western Flatbush char-
acterized by dozens of gorgeous Vic-
torian homes and not much else, many 
residents had become frustrated with 
having to go to areas like Park Slope 
to shop and dine. Rosenberg first ap-
proached restaurateurs in Fort Greene 
and begged them to come to Cortelyou 
Road.
 “I felt that restaurants were going 
to be what drew people,” she said.
 The result? In October 2009, Time 
Out New York named Ditmas Park one 
of the best neighborhoods in New York 

City for food, followed shortly by high 
praise from the New York Times. 
 Eateries have become so essential 
to these communities, that when faced 
with the possibility of loosing them the 
community has rallied. Last month, 
Bread Stuy briefly shuttered until the 
community helped raise the $10,000 
needed to reopen.
 “I think that a community wants and 
needs food — residents are more will-
ing to support or save these business 
than others,” said Jonas, adding that 
Ditmas Park’s coffee/bookstore Vox 

Pop was similarly bailed out of a fi-
nancial abyss by the community.
 Of course, some places are simply 
too far ahead of their time.
 In Crown Heights, Café Abigail, an 
upscale wine bar offering $20 cheese 
plates and $18 Arctic Char, is proba-
bly just too pricey for the locals — in-
deed, the café recently posted an ad to 
sell the space. 
 Flops aside, there are always new 
opportunities for Brooklyn foodifiers 
(hint: Kensington really needs a cof-
fee shop).

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court St. (at Union St.)
718-852-5015
Open Tues–Sun for lunch & dinner
Private party room
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Risto!an"#  

Wooden Ship Wine 
Imports present

A Wine 
Dinner
prepared by Chef 
Bruno Milone
Wednesday, March 10, 7 pm
$125 per person (all inclusive)
For reservations and 
information, call 718-852-5015
Marco Polo Ristorante —
serving Italy’s culinary treasures 
in the heart of Carroll Gardens 
since 1983.

Continued from page 5
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 (Top) At Northeast Kingdom (from right) Ryan Sar-
tin, Megan Vandever and Melissa Metrick enjoy a meal. (Above) Farm 
on Adderly bartender Wil Petre has the look.

 In this age of modern communica-
tion, there is more information avail-
able — and available faster — than ever 
before.
 So how come we’re so dumb?
 Pick whatever topic you want — the 
health care debate, the way physics 
works, global warming, Glenn Beck — 
and it’s clear that even though we are 
swimming in a raging river of facts, 
there is actually less knowledge out 
there than ever before.
 And when it comes to sex (and it 
always does, by the way), the gap be-
tween information and understanding is 
the widest. 
 Ignorance might be bliss in other ar-

eas, but sexual bliss needs a little hard 
and fast information. So that’s where 
Claire Cavanah and Rachel Venning 
come in. The founders of the Babeland 
sex toy shops — conveniently located 
on Bergen Street in Strollerville (aka 
Park Slope) — are back this month with 
a stunning “How to” book, “Moregasm: 
Babeland’s Guide to Mind-Blowing 
Sex” (Avery), a graphically illustrated 
manual that seeks to be an “Our Bod-
ies, Ourselves” for a sex-steeped, yet 
information-deprived, culture.
 On the eve of last Tuesday night’s 
book (and orgasm) launch at Babeland, 
Cavanah chatted with that ultimate sex-
ual connoisseur, Gersh Kuntzman.

Claire Cavanah: It is amaz-
ing how much information 
people aren’t getting even 
though sex is everywhere. 
But the imagery isn’t there 
for knowledge, but for ex-
ploitation. They use images 
of busty, wanton women to 
sell cars.

CC: But it’s just a male ju-
venile fantasy.

CC: True, but we need other 
voices providing information 
about what really turns on a 
woman. So our book is writ-
ten by down-to-earth peo-
ple who believe that sex is 
fun and can be fun for ev-
eryone.

CC: It is true that as we get 
older, there are more obsta-
cles to a robust, vital sex life, 
but you have to prioritize it. 
Our message has stayed the 
same for the 16 years that 
we’ve been in business: you 
have to take responsibility for 
your orgasm. Life is work, 
and sexuality can be work. 
You have to maintain it like 

a bicycle. Keep it greased by 
using it, even if you feel a 
tiny little bit like you could do 
without sex. Just do it. 

CC: The parts about inter-
nal sexual anatomy, like the 
fact that the clitoris spreads 
out like a wishbone under the 
skin. This kind of thing is 
just not talked about.

CC: Anal sex. People really 
want to do it, but they don’t 
know how. A few little tips 
take you a long way towards 
enjoying it.

CC: It has a forbidden, taboo, 
naughty quality because ev-
eryone has one. So in the back 
of your mind, you know that 

if you do it on someone, it’s 
only a matter of time before it 
gets turned back on you.

CC: It can turn people on if 
they follow our mantra: re-
laxation, communication and 
lubrication.

CC: Our mission at Babe-
land is to get that informa-
tion out there in a form that 
you’re not ashamed to be 
looking at it.

CC: This is the problem in 
our society.

CC: No, that people are 
ashamed of the informa-
tion that they need. That’s 
why we did the book. There 
are a lot of other guides out 
there, but ours has the play-
ful spirit of our stores. We 
expect this book to be in bed 
with people.

CC: It’s called the We Vibe 
and it stimulates both part-
ners at once.

CC: For years, couples would 
say that they want to be stim-
ulated at the same time, but 
intercourse is like God’s little 
joke because the penis can’t 
stimulate the clitoris while 
it’s inside. But the We Vibe 
does it.

CC: It is inserted and also 
covers the clitoris, yet it stays 
put during intercourse. And 
it has two settings.

CC: I’m sure that happens.
 “Moregasm: Babeland’s 
Guide to Mind-Blowing 
Sex” is available at Ba-
beland [462 Bergen St. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-3820]. The book 
is also available at Barnes 
and Noble locations.

 Babeland owner Claire Cavanah has just published a frank and 
graphic sex manual. Here, she shows two willing participants how to do that 
voodoo they do.
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 With the rents in Williamsburg 
so high, nomadic hipsters are look-
ing to small outposts in Bushwick 
— but it’s hard to find a cozy couch 
and an espresso to wrap the pinky 
around in some desolate industrial 
areas.
 It’s that demand that prompted 
Linda Thach and Henry Glucroft 
to open Little Skips at the corner 
of Charles Place and Willoughby 
Avenue — near the Myrtle Avenue 
JMZ hub! — this week.
 “Every musician/day-job Brook-

lynite is moving to this part of the 
neighborhood, and nobody wants 
to cook or make his own coffee ev-
ery day,” Glucroft said. “When I 
moved here I thought, ‘Where can 
I eat?’ ”
 So he and Thach provided the 
answer: a comfortable, quiet and 
friendly atmosphere to enjoy music, 
quality coffee, quiche and pastries. 
Once a beer and wine license is se-
cured, the soft, art-purveying café 
by day will turn to a hoppin’ set of 
DJs and musicians by night.

 Asked why she would open any 
business, let alone a restaurant, in 
such a remote spot, Thach added, 
“We’re all already here, and we 
need to build this community — 
I love this part of Brooklyn and I 
don’t want to move away.”
 Little Skips [941 Willoughby 
Ave. at Charles Place, (718) 484-
0980]. Open Monday-Friday, 8 
am–6 pm; Saturday-Sunday, 9 
am–6 pm. For info, visit www.
littleskips.com. 
 — Andy CampbellTh
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a bicycle. Keep it greased by 
using it, even if you feel a 
tiny little bit like you could do 
without sex. Just do it. 

CC: The parts about inter-
nal sexual anatomy, like the 

Babeland writes the book of love
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6:30–9 pm. For location, 
call (917) 693-3155. 

MUSIC, BOB MARLEY BIRTH
DAY CELEBRATION: 
Featuring NY Ska-Jazz 
Ensemble, the Blue Beats, 
Hey Stranger, and Freddy 
Loco. $12 ($10 in advance). 
7 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
Shakespeare’s tragedy 
directed by Sam Mendes. 
$25-$95. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, OUT THROUGH 
HER: See Friday, March 5. 

MUSIC, SPOKEN WORD: 
Featuring Boo Boo Cousins 
and Blis. $10. 8 pm. Wil-
liamsburg Music Center 
[367 Bedford Ave. at South 
Fifth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-1654], 
www.wmcjazz.org. 

THEATER, “CRAVEN MON
KEY”: See Friday, March 5. 

MUSIC, SIXTH ANNUAL 
BROOKLYN WINTER 
HOEDOWN: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 5. 

DANCE SHOWCASE: See Fri-
day, March 5. 

MUSIC, SOULIVE: 9 pm. See 
Friday, March 5.  

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: 9 am–4 pm. Grand 
Army Plaza [Union Street 
at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], 
cenyc.org. 

 
. 9 am–5 pm. PS 

321 schoolyard (Seventh 
Avenue and First Street 
in Park Slope), www.
parkslopefleamarket.com. 

 Indoor 
crafts and antique market. 

. 10 am–5 pm. One 
Hanson Place (1 Hanson Pl. 
at Ashland Street in Fort 
Greene), www.brown-
stoner.com/brooklynflea. 

 . 
Noon–8 pm. Artists and 
Fleas (129 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg), www.artistsandfleas.
com. 

OTHER
ART, “MY GARDEN PETS”: 

Works by Emilie Clark 
Exhibition inspired by the 
19th-century natural scien-
tist Mary Treat, an expert 
on carnivorous plants and 
the relationships between 
insects and plants. $8, free 
on Tuesdays. 10 am–4:30 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623-
7220], www.bbg.org. 

 
This month’s theme? “Viva 
Woman!” . 5–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

SUN, MARCH 7
OUTDOORS AND TOURS

TOUR, EDIBLE PLANTS 
TOUR: Nature writer “Wild-
man” Steve Brill guides. 
$15 adults, $10 children 
suggested donation. 11:45 
am. Prospect Park, [enter 
at Grand Army Plaza in 
Park Slope, (914) 835-2153], 
www.wildmanstevebrill.com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “LEADING LA

DIES”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
March 5. 

ACTS”: 4 pm. See Friday, 
March 5. 

MUSIC, SIXTH ANNUAL 
BROOKLYN WINTER 
HOEDOWN: 11:30 am. See 
Friday, March 5. 

TIVAL: See Saturday, 
March 6. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
2 pm. See Friday, March 5.

MUSIC, OPERA, “THE VEIL 
 

See Saturday, March 6. 
MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON

CERT: Brooklyn Friends of 
Chamber Music presents 
the Tessera Quartet. $20 
($10 students). 3 pm. Lafay-
ette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene). 

MUSIC, OPERA, “DON 
PASQUALE”: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 6. 

 
7:30 pm. See Friday, 
March 5. 

HAITI: A Benefit for UNI-
CEF featuring, Debbie 
Deane, Doug Yoel, Michele 
Marzano and more. $10. 4 
pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], www.spsounds.com. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 
See Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
See Saturday, March 6.

COMEDY, “TEARING THE 
 Hosted 

by funnyman Eugene 
Mirman. $7. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
March 6. 

 9 am–3 pm. 
St. Finbar Center [Bath 
Avenue at Bay 20th Street 
in Bath Beach, (718) 236-
3312]. 

 Indoor 
crafts and antique market. 
10 am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
March 6. 

GREENMARKET AND 
MARKERS MARKET: 
Crafts and produce under 
the same roof. 10 am–5 
pm. Old American Can 
Factory (232 Third St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
communitymarkets.biz. 

 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
March 6. 

OTHER
TALK, SEX WORKSHOP — 

SPANKING: Babeland’s 
monthly brunch talk. . 
Noon. Babeland [462 
Bergen St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-3820], 
www.babeland.com. 

 Parents 
for Climate Protection’s 
“Fourth Annual Family 

Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
See Saturday, March 6. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 

LOGUE SLAM: Actors 
compete against each other 
for industry judges. $20. 
7:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

COMEDY NIGHT: See Friday, 
March 5.

THEATER, “CRAVEN MON
KEY”: See Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 
See Friday, March 5. 

SAT, MARCH 13
PERFORMANCE

ACTS”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE GARDEN 
PARTY”: Two bumbling 
gardeners try to a vacant 
lot into a flowering park. 

. 1 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

THEATER, “AS YOU LIKE IT”: 
2 pm. See Friday, March 5.

MUSIC, OPERA, “DON 
PASQUALE”: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 6. 

THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN 
WILLAMS”: 7:30 and 9:30 
pm. See Thursday, March 
11. 

THEATER, “LEADING LA
DIES”: Presented by The 
Heights Players. 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 
See Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
See Saturday, March 6. 

MUSIC, SPOKEN WORD: 
Featuring Boo Boo Cousins 
and Blis. 8 pm. See Satur-
day, March 6. 

THEATER, “CRAVEN MON
KEY”: See Friday, March 5. 

MUSIC, ODESSA 
PHILHARMONIC: Program 
includes symphonies by 
Schubert and Beethoven, 
as well as Saint Saens’ cello 
concerto featuring soloist 
William DeRosa. $25-$35. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd. 
at Hillel Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

MUSIC, SOULIVE: 9 pm. See 
Friday, March 5. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: See Saturday, March 
6. 

 See 
Saturday, March 6. 

 See Satur-
day, March 6. 

 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
March 6. 

OTHER
BROOKLYN MUTT SHOW: 

Two-day event to honor 
and show off local mutts. 
Purebreds need not apply. 
$10 to enter, free to watch. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynmuttshow.com. 

1! lb LOBSTER 
prepared several 
different ways 

PLUS: Soup or 
salad, appetizer, 
and dessert

114 Bay Ridge Ave.
Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com

168 W. Fourth St.
Manhattan
(212) 242-6480
www.tiopepenyc.com

1! 
prepared several 
different ways 

PLUS:
salad, appetizer, 
and dessert

Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com

Manhattan
(212) 242-6480
www.tiopepenyc.com

$30 LOBSTER
CELEBRATION
$30 LOBSTER
CELEBRATION

Gathering,” featuring 
activities and a roundtable 
discussion. . 2 pm. 
Congregation Beth Elohim 
[271 Garfield Pl. at Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
(347) 451-6498], www.
climateactivism.org. 

BOOK PARTY: Award-winning 
poet Edward Hirsch, author 
of “The Living Fire.” 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

COMEDY, OSCAR PARTY 
WITH GABE & JENNY: 
Gabe Liedman and 
Jenny Slate will serve 
as MCs and analyze the 
Oscars broadcast during 
commercials. . 8 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MON, MARCH 8
TALK, THEOLOGY ON TAP: 

Weekly discussion group 
on God — in a bar! Ceol 
[191 Smith St. between 
Warren and Baltic streets 
in Cobble Hill, (347) 643-
9911], www.ceolpub.com. 

READING, TIPHANIE 
YANIQUE: Author of “How 
to Escape from a Leper 
Colony”; with Tayari Jones, 
author of “Leaving Atlanta.” 

. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between South Elliott 
Place and South Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200], www.
greenlightbookstore.com. 

READING, STEPHEN 
ELLIOTT AND VICTOR 
LAVALLE: Authors of “The 
Adderall Diaries” and 
“Big Machine.” . 8 
pm. Franklin Park (618 St. 
Johns Pl. between Classon 
and Franklin avenues. 
in Crown Heights), 
franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, MARCH 9
THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 

See Saturday, March 6. 

TISM WITH DOCTOR 
BENGALI: Volunteers will 
be hypnotized and you 
won’t believe what hap-
pens next. . 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488-
1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/KumbleTheater. 

MUSIC, SOULIVE: 9 pm. See 
Friday, March 5. 

WED, MARCH 10

ACTS”: See Friday, March 5. 
READING, PEG TYRE: Au-

thor of “The Trouble With 
Boys” talks about the 
educational experiences 
of America’s young men. 
$5 (suggested). 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org.

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
See Saturday, March 6. 

THURS, MARCH 11
THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN 

WILLAMS”: Target Margin 
Theater explores the less-
known work of Tennessee 
Williams. $12. 7:30 pm. The 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr 
St. between Wyckoff and 
Irving avenues in Bushwick), 
www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

ACTS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 5. 

 Mont-
gomery Clift drama about 
a gold-digger tricking 
a young lass. $12. 4:30, 
6:50, 9:15 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 

Continued from page 6

GRAND
OPENING
833 FLATBUSH AVE & LINDEN BLVD

Carver’s in the  
Community!  Join us for  
a Caribbean Carnival
We're celebrating with our new neighbors and 
friends by opening our doors for a day of great 
fun and special treats. Bring your family, bring your 
friends and join the celebration!

 Saturday, March 6, 2010

10:30 am – 12:00 noon
Our steel drummers are sure to get you in the mood for the 
Caribbean Island give-away! We’ll have a face painter and 
clown on-hand, so don’t forget to bring the kids!

12:00 noon – 2:00 pm
Join Bob Slade and the rest of the Kiss-FM family for an 
afternoon of great music and exciting prizes.  Open a Carver 
Checking or Savings account and enter for a chance to have 
$500 deposited into your new account!  Kiss-FM’s Bob Slade will 
randomly select six winners for the cash prizes and 
will have plenty of concert tickets to give away, so 
don’t miss it!

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
The party continues with live music, and Caribbean dancers!

ENTER OUR GRAND OPENING
SWEEPSTAKES TO WIN A
CARIBBEAN VACATION!

And much more!

 Celebrate Bob Marley’s birthday at the 
Knitting Factory on March 6.

at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “PASSION COALI
TION”: Join Epic Theatre 
Ensemble to create an 
original theater piece. 

. 7 pm–10 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

READING, ELLEN POBER 
RITTBERG: Author of “35 
Things Your Teen Won’t 
Tell You So I Will.” . 7 
pm. Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066].

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: 
See Saturday, March 6. 

AMELIA KLEM OSTERUD: 
Author of “The Tattooed 
Lady.” . 7:30 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

THEATER, “CRAVEN MON
KEY”: See Friday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE CRUCIBLE”: 
See Friday, March 5. 

MUSIC, ANDY STATMAN 
TRIO: $10. 9 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

FRI, MARCH 12
THEATER, “THE UNKNOWN 

WILLAMS”: See Thursday, 
March 11. 

THEATER, “LEADING LA
DIES”: See Friday, March 5. 

ACTS”: See Friday, March 5. 

SUN”: Montgomery Clift 
swoons his way into a tricky 
one in this socially focused 
drama about a playboy. 
$12. 2 pm, 4:30 pm, 7 pm, 
9:30 pm. BAM Rose Cin-
ema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

READING, SAM LIPSYTE: 
Author of “The Ask.” . 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 

Enoteca on Court
.

NEW MENU & FULL BAR

Open Tuesday–Sunday for Dinner, 
Saturday & Sunday for Lunch & Dinner

 (718)  243-1000

JOIN US FOR THE 

Beginning Friday, February 26, 2010

Buy 1 get 1 free!
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Begin by calling:

Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates
161 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 237-2150
Arnold Licht, MD Steven Newman, MD

Affected by 
dependence 
on opioid 
prescription 
painkillers?

Private 
confidential 
in-office 
treatment  
can transform 
your life.

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper
 A survey of members of 
Congress revealed last week 
that freshman Rep. Mike Mc-
Mahon’s voting record puts 
him squarely in the center 
of American politics — but 
a closer analysis of the con-
gressman’s votes reveals that 
he’s not a classic centrist, 
but a lawmaker who votes 
with his party’s liberal wing 
plenty of times, yet also sides 
with conservative Republi-
cans on many of that party’s 
signature issues.
 The National Journal’s  an-
nual ranking of lawmakers  
put McMahon at the dead 
center of its liberal-conser-
vative spectrum, based on 
McMahon’s votes on 92 “key 
congressional roll-call votes” 
in 2009 — the Bay Ridge 
Democrat’s first year in the 
House.
 Breaking down those 
votes, McMahon was more 
conservative than 54 percent 
of his House colleagues on 
“economic” issues and 56 
percent of his House col-
leagues on foreign policy. 
At the same time, he was 
more liberal than 59 percent 
of his colleagues on the so-
called “social” issues.
 But comparing McMahon 
to other borough Democrats, 
he’s clearly right of center. 
Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D-
Sunset Park), for example, 
was one of the most liberal 
lawmakers on the economy 
and social issues. Rep. An-
thony Weiner (D-Sheepshead 
Bay) was more liberal than 
91 percent of his colleagues 
on foreign policy. Rep. Ed 
Towns (D-Fort Greene) was 
more liberal than 86-89 per-
cent of his colleagues on all 
issues. And second-term 
Rep. Yvette Clarke (D-Park 
Slope) was in pretty much 
the same range as Towns.

 After McMahon’s office 
touted the National Journal 
report in a press release — 
“McMahon Named Most 
Centrist Member in U.S. 
House of Representatives,” 
the release was headlined — 
The Brooklyn Paper con-
ducted its own analysis of 
the votes and quickly saw 
that the term “most cen-
trist member of Congress” 
doesn’t really capture Mc-
Mahon’s record. For exam-

ple, McMahon:

ocratic majority to tax Wall 
Street bonuses at 90 percent, 
a bill that passed 328-93.

can minority against a cap on 
executive pay at companies 
receiving bailout money.

against the House health 
care bill.

in its bid to delay repeal of 

the estate tax and its bill to 
allow bankruptcy judges to 
modify mortgage terms.

cans to bar federal funds for 
needle-exchange programs.

Republicans on the purchase 
of new weapons systems, even 
one bill that would finance the 
tools of war through commen-
surate cuts in environmental 
clean-ups.

the release of photos show-
ing the abuse of American 
detainees.

leaders’ call for the Penta-
gon to detail its “exit strat-
egies” from both Iraq and 
Afghanistan.
 Yet at the same time, Mc-
Mahon voted for some major 
social and economic legis-
lation that bear the stamp of 
his party’s liberal wing, in-
cluding expansion of a chil-

dren’s health care program; 
the $819-billion federal stim-
ulus package; the “cap and 
trade” emissions tax; im-
provements in food safety 
inspections; support for solar 
technology; regulations for 
the financial services indus-
try; requiring companies to 
justify disparities in male-fe-
male pay; allowing the Food 
and Drug Administration to 
regulate tobacco; expanding 
hate crimes to include gen-

der identity, sex orientation 
or disability; allowing the 
District of Columbia to keep 
abortion legal; and allowing 
federal health plans to cover 
abortion.
 So what is he? A Dem-
ocrat? A Republican? A 
fairly left-of-center guy 
doing his best to represent 
a cross-harbor district that 
voted for George W. Bush 
in 2004 and John McCain 
in 2008?
 “The voting shows simply 
that I’m not driven by ideol-
ogy, but by a common-sense 
approach for my district,” 
McMahon said. “People 
didn’t send me to Washing-
ton to promote one ideology 

try to represent the district. 
If that lands me in the mid-
dle, so be it.”

it lands McMahon on the far 
right of his party. Explain-
ing his support for expensive 
new weapons systems, Mc-
Mahon did not sound like a 
New York City Democrat.
 “If you look at those sys-
tems, they were geared to-
ward defending Europe and 
our allies against Iran,” he 
said. “If you’re talking about 
missile-defense systems in 
Eastern Europe, I support 
that.”
 At the same time, he 
staunchly opposed the re-
lease of photographs that 
appeared to depict Amer-
ican soldiers abusing pris-
oners in Iraq.
 “Photos like that can be 
used by the critics of Amer-
ica to discredit the military 
and undermine national se-
curity,” he said. “Releasing 
those photos could paint the 
military in a bad light.”

Paper’s analysis reveals ‘centrist’ Ridge rep swings both ways

 When reminded that the 
soldiers in the photos were 
the ones guilty of discredit-
ing the military, McMahon 
said, “We need to address 
any abuses that occur and not 
overuse interrogation proce-
dures that harm people, but 
releasing such photos is just 
a bad idea. Everything the 
military does should not be 
open to public scrutiny. We 
are at war.”
 He also voted to deny the 
transfer of prisoners at Guan-
tanamo Bay to the United 
States for trials. A spokes-
woman for the congressman 
said that he favors military 
tribunals for Gitmo prisoners 
outside the United States, but 
McMahon told The Brooklyn 
Paper that he has deferred to 

on how it chooses to “bring 
these animals to justice.”

Mahon could be accused of 
f lip-f lopping: needle ex-
change programs.
 In the City Council, he 
supported them. As a con-
gressman, he voted against 
them.
 “I don’t have a philosoph-
ical problem with needle-ex-
change programs, which is 
why I supported them in the 
Council,” he said. “But the 
federal government should 
leave programs like that, or 
a woman’s right to choose, 
to localities. We have a Con-
stitution that gives certain 
rights to localities, and those 
governments should look at 
what is best for those com-
munities.”
 It’s important to point out 
that despite these anomalies, 
McMahon is a reliable Dem-
ocratic vote, joining his party 
more than 90 percent of the 
time. But the times when he 
crosses the aisle are nota-
ble, given Washington’s sup-
posed partisan climate.
 “I’m not an ideologue,” he 
said. “An ideologue would 
say, for example, ‘Let’s tie 
the hands of the military.’ I 
don’t say that. I look at the 
circumstances of each bill 
and vote in a common-sense 
way, a way that my district 
would want me to vote.”

EXECUTIVE PAY
McMahon voted with the Republicans 
against caps on executive pay, against 
a punitive tax on bonuses and requiring 
public companies to allow shareholders 
to weigh in on salaries.

HEALTH CARE
McMahon voted with the Republicans in 
an effort to defeat the House health-care 
bill, which passed, but is now stalled. He 
said it did not control costs enough.

MILITARY
McMahon voted with the Republicans 
consistently on weapons systems and in 
denying some legal rights for American 
prisoners being held at Guantanamo 
Bay.

BAILOUT
McMahon voted with his party on the 
stimulus package, the bank bailout and 
to prohibit unreasonable compensation 
for executives while their companies are 
in the bailout program.

ENVIRONMENT
McMahon was one of the Democrats’ 
most-reliable votes on the environment, 
voting to support solar power and deny 
people the ability to carry guns in nation-
al parks.

SOCIAL ISSUES
McMahon was a liberal Democrat on 
most social issues, including paycheck 
parity, regulating tobacco as a drug, ex-
panding hate crime definitions and sup-
porting abortion.

MILITARY HEALTH CAREHEALTH CARE EXECUTIVE PAYEXECUTIVE PAY

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Bruce Ratner will officially break 
ground on his $1-billion Barclays Cen-
ter on March 11, days after a crucial 
judicial ruling in his favor and slightly 
more than seven years after the proj-
ect was first announced.
 The ceremony in Prospect Heights 
will likely include Mayor Bloomberg 
and Atlantic Yards cheerleader-in-chief, 
Borough President Markowitz, wield-
ing the ceremonial shovels.

 If all goes as planned, the event 
will be the so-called “end of the be-
ginning” of a project that was  unveiled 
in 2003  and mired in delays and con-
troversy since.
 It was  approved by the state in 2006 , 
but has significantly changed since. Un-
der the current plan, the arena and up to 
three buildings would be completed in 
the next few years —  a big backtrack  
from the original 2016 completion date 
for the arena and all 16 residential, of-
fice and commercial buildings.
 The project looked very much in 

doubt a year ago, but a  series  of  fa-
vorable court rulings , a  helpful re-
negotiation  of the financing by the 
Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity and a major  cash infusion from 
Russian billionaire  — and soon-to-
be Nets owner — Mikhail Prokho-
rov turned it all around.
 If only the Nets would do the same. 
At press time, the team was 6-53 — 
still on pace to break the National Bas-
ketball Association’s all-time record 
for fewest wins in a season, a dubi-
ous distinction.

luted, they have a legal ob-
ligation to pay,” she said.
 Both National Grid and 
Con Ed pledged to cooper-
ate fully with the clean-up, 
which Enck said would take 
“10 to 12 years.
 “That’s perhaps not fast 
enough for some, but it took 
many, many decades for this 
pollution to occur, so give us 
a decade,” she said.
 There are limits to what 
a Superfund designation 
can accomplish along the 
1.8-mile canal, which runs 
from Butler Street to Gow-

anus Bay.

bed — where a thick muck 
of chemicals lies undisturbed 
— is expected to be dredged, 
though EPA’s regional Su-
perfund administrator Wal-
ter Mugdan said that further 
investigation could indicate 
that the entire canal must be 
dredged.
 And the EPA’s clean-up 
 would not cure the canal’s 
most malodorous problem : 
the millions of gallons of 
raw sewage that flow into 
it during heavy rainstorms, 
a remnant of the city’s an-

ward.
 As such, Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz, long a sup-
porter of Atlantic Yards, 
cheered Gerges’s decision 
to allow Goldstein and oth-
ers to be evicted.
 “Today’s ruling … means 
that the creation of much-
needed affordable housing, 
solid union jobs and perma-
nent employment opportu-
nities for Brooklynites can 
finally begin,” the Beep 
said. “Brooklyn will soon 

have a national professional 
sports team and a world-
class sports and event fa-
cility back in our borough 
after 53 years! Brooklyn’s 
shovels are, and have been, 
ready. So, let’s pick them up 
and get to work!”
 Project opponents saw it 
the other way.
 “Today’s extreme mea-
sure by New York State to 
seize ownership of private 
property is premature,” said 
Candace Carponter, the legal 
director for Develop Don’t 

tiquated sewer systems. He 
did say that the city and state 
are already working on the 
multi-billion problem, and 
that EPA would monitor 
their success.
 “If there is any ongo-
ing [toxic] pollution enter-
ing the canal, those sources 
have to be shut off and elim-
inated,” he said, mentioning 
that there are 214 pipes that 
empty unidentified material 
into the canal. “We don’t want 
to clean up the mud only to 
have it be recontaminated. If 
there are toxic chemicals, we 
will track back and make sure 
that they are stopped.”
 Under questioning from 
reporters, Enck explained 
how the agency came up with 
the 10- to 12-year timeline — 
and the $300- to $500-mil-
lion expected cost.
 By the end of this year, the 
agency will complete a “re-
mediation investigation and 
human-risk assessment,” she 
said.
 After that, it will take 
another year to complete a 
“feasibility study to exam-
ine clean-up options,” she 
said.
 By the end of 2012, the 
agency will select a remedy 
plan. Then, by the end of 
2014, that plan is designed.
 It would be implemented 
over the next five years, she 
added — “and we’ve added 
two years [more] as contin-
gency.”
 “I wish [the clean-up could 
be completed] sooner, but this 
is a complicated site,” Enck 
added. “We will move as 
quickly as we can, but we 
need to be honest with the 
public.”
 Mugdan explained that 
there are serious questions 
about how best to remedy the 
situation.
 “There are questions 
about how deep we should 
dredge,” he said. “Do you 
then back-fill with clean ma-
terial? How do you deal with 
crumbling bulkheads along 
the canal. [What about] ongo-
ing groundwater migration? 
These are technically diffi-
cult questions that we will 
be answering.”
 The canal has been a pol-
luted wasteland for more than 
a century — and talk of clean-
ing it up are nearly as old. 
But the process was jump-
started last April, when the 
EPA announced that it was 
considering adding the ca-
nal to the so-called  National 

Priorities List .
 Around the same time, 
Mayor Bloomberg declared 
himself an opponent of Su-
perfund designation, claim-
ing that he had a  better, faster 
and cheaper plan  to clean the 
waterway using existing fed-
eral programs, such as the 
Water Resources Develop-
ment Act, which would in-
volve the Army Corps of En-

the mayor’s effort as too lit-
tle, too late — and too un-
derfunded, because such a 
clean-up would require an-
nual budget allocations from 
the federal government.
 Enck specifically ad-
dressed that in her state-
ment on Tuesday, claiming 
that the Water Resources De-
velopment Act has an annual 
budget of roughly $50 mil-
lion.
 “And that’s for the entire 
country,” Enck said. “Clearly, 
that was not enough money. 
… I was not relishing going 
to Congress every year to get 
funding.”
 Hours after Enck’s an-
nouncement, Mayor Bloom-
berg issued a statement 
pledging his begrudging 
support.
 “It’s disappointing,” may-
oral spokesman Marc LaVor-
gna said in an e-mail. “We 
had an innovative and com-
prehensive approach that was 
a faster route to a Superfund-
level clean-up and would have 
avoided the issues associated 
with a Superfund listing. The 
project will now move on a 
Superfund timeline, but we 
are going to work closely with 
the EPA because we share 
the same goal — a clean ca-
nal. Local residents and busi-
nesses raised concerns about 
the impact of a Superfund 
designation on their commu-
nity and we hope that the EPA 
will work with us to address 
those concerns as they move 
forward.”

in the news.
 “[Superfund] is simply the 
most reliable way to ensure 
we have the dollars and the 
coordination to undo years 
of environmental damage,” 
said state Sen. Daniel Squad-
ron (D-Brooklyn Heights).
 But Superfund critics 
point to the political reality 
in the mostly industrial canal 
zone, which the mayor wants 
to rezone into a mixed-use 
community of manufactur-
ers side-by-side with thou-

sands of new residential units. 

pany, Toll Brothers,  envisions 
a 450-unit canal-side com-
plex  with a waterfront espla-
nade.
 But the company publicly 
announced  last year that the 
project is dead  in the water if 
EPA went ahead with a Su-
perfund designation.
 Sure enough, Toll Broth-
ers followed through on its 
promise.
 “We are very disappointed 
with the ruling and in light 
of it will not be proceeding 
with our project,” said David 
Von Spreckelsen, a spokes-
man for the developer.
 Some locals echoed the 
company’s frustration.
 “God help us!” said Buddy 
Scotto, a Superfund oppo-
nent and longtime Carroll 
Gardens environmental and 
housing activist. “I’m disap-
pointed. The private sector 
was willing to spend $450 
million on affordable and se-
nior citizen housing that we 
desperately need.”
 Scotto added that he was 
wary of the timeline put forth 
by the feds.
 “The federal govern-
ment is committed all over 
the country. … God knows 
when they’ll get around to 
us.”
 But not all developers were 
so dismayed.
 The Hudson Companies, 
which has its own plan for 
mixed-income housing and 
open space along the canal, 
was not deterred by the Su-
perfund listing.
 “Though the listing pres-
ents new challenges for the 
financing and construction 
of the project,” the company 
said in a press release, “we 
remain eager to work col-
laboratively … to overcome 
these obstacles and develop 
as planned.”
     The Superfund program’s 
track record is  somewhat 
spotty . Numerous clean-
ups took decades longer than 
originally promised and cost 
far more than originally bud-
geted. But other sites were 
cleaned successfully after de-
cades of neglect.
 And the term “Superfund” 
is  a bit of misnomer . Despite 
its name, the Superfund is not 
a pool of money that federal 
officials tap into for environ-
mental remediation. In fact, 
one goal of Superfund des-
ignation is to identify guilty 
polluters and get them to pay 

to clean up toxic sites.
 Enck denied that a Super-
fund clean-up has a stigma 
that is insurmountable.
 “I’ve heard that people say 
there is a ‘Superfund’ stigma, 
but there already is a stigma,” 
she said. “Everyone in Brook-
lyn knows that the Gowanus 
is heavily contaminated. … 
When the site is remediated, 
there will be even more de-
velopment opportunities.”
 In the end, she likened the 
Gowanus Canal to the Hud-
son River before it was de-
clared a Superfund site two 
decades ago.

Continued from page 1

CANAL…

Continued from page 1

YARDS… Destroy Brooklyn, the prin-
cipal opposition group. 
“There are two pending 
cases. Either would stop 
Atlantic Yards dead in its 
tracks and could impact to-
day’s ruling.”
 Goldstein pledged to 
pursue other legal ave-
nues.
 “There will be a dis-
pute over how long we 
stay here [before physical 
eviction can take place],” 
Goldstein said, adding that 
the dispute will last “many 
months.”
 Goldstein added that no 
matter what the ruling, he 
and other Yards opponents 

were not bowing to their 
new landlord.
 “We live in our prop-
erty. People will say, ‘Con-
struction can start.’ Well 
no! We’re still here.”
 A spokeswoman for the 
ESDC said that the agency 
“will continue to work with 
occupants to relocate them 
[in] an orderly relocation 
over the course of the next 
few months.”
 Hours after the court rul-
ing, the ESDC announced 
that it would  close streets in 
the project footprint . The 
move was originally sched-
uled for Feb. 1, but is now 
set for March 8.
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he Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s decision to declare the Gow-
anus Canal a federal Superfund site 

is welcome news for all of us who support 
a clean environment and development in 
the future Venice of New York.
 But the announcement of the 10-year, 
$500-million, federally overseen clean-
up could not be received without a lit-
tle sadness.
 Yes, everyone in Brooklyn has long 
known that the canal is a toxic cess-
pool, but having the waterway officially 
dubbed a Superfund site links it in his-
tory to some of the worst places in the 
country.
 Horseshoe Road. The Upper Hudson 
River. Love Canal. The Gowanus Ca-
nal. That’s some pretty sobering com-
pany.
 What is even more anxiety-provok-
ing is the magnitude of the 12-year, 
$500-million job ahead. Yes, it is cer-
tainly a good thing that the Gowanus 
is now on the national environmental 

cess is fraught with possible delays.
 In the best-case scenario the canal 
will be made cleaner than it has been 
since it was first dug — and almost im-
mediately befouled — in the 1850s. But 
while all this EPA-overseen work is go-
ing on, millions of gallons of raw sew-
age will continue to be dumped into the 
canal on rainy days, thanks to the city’s 
antiquated sewer systems.
 The EPA is confident that the city 
and state will fix that problem, but it 
will cost billions — money that has 
not been fully allocated. The city and 
state has punted on that responsibility 
for years.
 We have argued that the fastest way 
to push the city and state to do the right 
thing would be to encourage residential 
development along the canal, thus cre-
ating a constituency that would demand 
change. The Superfund declaration this 
week ended that possibility — putting 
the Obama Administration under even 
more pressure to get this thing right.

agenda. But tremendous hurdles remain 
before the waterway is actually clean.
 For one thing, there’s the cost. De-
spite its name, Superfund is not a pool 
of money from which the EPA can start 
writing clean-up checks. Yes, the agency 
has lined up nine polluters that will be 
soaked for the costs, but that process 
is lengthy and not always successful. 
And one of the identified polluters is 
the City of New York, meaning that lo-
cal taxpayers will bear some of the cost 
of the remediation.
 Beyond that, EPA officials say it will 
take years before they can even deter-
mine the best way to clean the canal, 
plus another five (yeah, right) to actu-
ally do the work. Each step in that pro-

Superfund designation is a 
good development for the 
Gowanus — but it’s also 
fraught with problems.

LETTERS

To the editor,
 I was surprised by Stephen 
Brown’s article on the Indepen-
dent Neighborhood Democrats’ 
election in last week’s print edi-
tion (“Landslide! Clubhouse pres-
ident is swept aside in uprising,” 
Feb. 26-March 6). A few correc-
tions are in order:
 First a little background: Last 
year, I took a leave of absence from 
the club because I could not sup-
port a City Council candidate — 
John Heyer — who does not be-
lieve in a woman’s right to choose 
or marriage equality.
 Yet your article reported that 
I “made the decision [of taking 
a leave of absence] in hopes of 
avoiding splitting the club.” That 

knowledged e-mail is essentially 
endorsed by the courts.
 Alan Rosner,  

Prospect Heights

To the editor,
 Your article about the Kens-
ington Stables (“An un-‘Stable’ 
plan chills Kensington,” Feb. 19-
25) pointed out that we need to 
save this institution. 
 The stables have been in ex-
istence for more than 100 years, 
and is the last remaining stables 
with immediate access to beau-
tiful Prospect Park, Brooklyn’s 
four miles of bridle paths.
 As well as providing horses 
for lessons and trail rides through 
the park, the stables provide our 
community with facilities for ther-
apeutic horse riding and a local 
pony club. Our urban kids get 
to interact with horses in a fun, 
kind, safe and well-monitored en-
vironment, and they love it!
 All New York City stables have 
multiple fire exits to get their horses 
out in any emergency. Barn man-
agers actively manage their barns 
so horses are healthy and riders are 
happy. The well-being of both in 
New York City is key.

 I believe that our community 
should encourage, promote and 
preserve all of our city stables, 
help them in hard times in a sen-
sible and practical way, and keep 
horse riding available in New 
York.
 Alison Clarke, Kensington

The writer is a member of the 
New York City Horse Council.

To the editor,
 It is natural that passions 
should be heated in defense of 
a much-loved stable, particularly 
when its owner is maligned and 
accused of only being interested 
in profit, or of blithely selling 
horses for slaughter, as was sug-
gested in the online comment 
portion of your otherwise fine 
story.
 Horse welfare is dear to my 
heart. If the above-mentioned ac-
cusations were just, that would 
be one thing, but to my knowl-
edge, Walker Blankinship has 
never sold a horse for slaugh-
ter and takes horse responsibil-
ity very seriously. On the con-
trary, he houses several horses 
who could be considered res-
cues and who would not have 
had happy alternatives. They are 
in good shape, doing light work, 

and more importantly, have a safe 
home.
 Most are housed in box stalls. 
Urban stabling cannot compare 
with the best in country manage-
ment, but it can be managed, and, 
when done so provides, valuable 
exposure to horses and a learn-
ing experience to many.
 Without direct exposure to 
horses, horse welfare will suf-
fer because direct exposure grows 
the future advocates and champi-
ons of horses. The horse needs a 
fan base to thrive. We seem to ac-
cept this with regard to our local 
aquariums and zoos, and try to 
figure out how to make such en-
vironments work because of their 
positive effect on the long-term 
good of the species, but we’re in 
danger of missing this with re-
gard to urban horses.
 Yes, let’s make improvements, 
but let’s also ensure that is assis-
tance is given to accomplish this, 
and it doesn’t result in the inadver-
tent closure of many decent riding 
barns. Such closure would cata-
pult many horses who currently 
have safe homes into the unwanted 
horse category, an uncertain fu-
ture, or no future at all.
 Ruth Moore,  

Windsor Terrace

ror plan: There’s nothing to see 
here!” Feb. 26-March 6).
 Above all, thank you for fi-
nally publicizing that Mayor 
Bloomberg and the NYPD have 
singled out sports venues as prime 
terrorist targets. Unfortunately, 
after six years of the mainstream 
media avoiding serious discus-
sion about post–9-11 security, it 
probably doesn’t much matter and 
well just have to live with what-
ever is decided or ignored.
 Still, it does seem that Gov. Pa-
terson and the ESDC are clearly 
asleep at the wheel.
 Will anyone now manage to 
get the governor or the mayor to 
say what is being planned, ex-
actly how pedestrians and traffic 
will be affected, and how much 
it will all cost?
 Lest we forget, along with the 
economic downturn, it was the 
high cost of securing Frank Geh-
ry’s all-glass arena that leaves 
us today’s vaporware architec-
ture.
 Likewise, never forget that it 
was the ESDC that went to court 
to say it was unreasonable to ad-
dress possible impacts of post–
9-11 security measures.
 Unfortunately for all of Brook-
lyn, the agency’s right to black 
out everything in their one ac-

Heyer was enough to make sure 
I was not re-elected. The fact that 
they cannot bring themselves to 
admit this obvious fact, is odd.
 To be fair, there were also many 
members who were not happy with 
the direction I wanted to take the 
club. In your May 27 issue, I said, 
“My hope is that IND will be 
a strong progressive voice for 
Brooklyn again soon.”
 As an unabashed liberal, I 
wanted to move the club back to 
the left. That is not the direction 
that the members want to go as 
was made clear at the endorsement 
meeting last year and at this year’s 
election. Kenn Lowy,  
 Brooklyn Heights

The writer is the former presi-
dent of the Independent Neigh-

borhood Democrats. He has 
said that he will leave the club to 

join Central Brooklyn Indepen-
dent Democrats, a rival club.

To the editor,
 We should all thank you for 
your recent push for openness 
from the Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation regarding se-
curity measures at the Atlantic 
Yards project (“State’s Yards ter-

is not even close to what I said.
 Before the Council endorse-
ment vote last year, I asked the 
club to vote “no endorsement” 
to keep the club from splitting. 
With the exception of the Heyer 
camp, all of the other candidates 
agreed to do this on the second 
ballot. And as The Brooklyn Pa-
per reported in its May 22 issue, 
I said, “After the primary, it will 
be my job to put everything back 
together again.” And that is, in es-
sence, what I said at last month’s 
election meeting; that going for-
ward, I wanted to “heal the club, 
working with everyone.”
 What was also surprising was 
Mark Shames comment in your 
story that “a small faction would 
like to make it about Heyer.” And 
apparently that would include Mr. 
Shames, who sent me an e-mail 
stating, “The anger over your 
leave of absence for the primary 
could just not be managed.”
 I showed that e-mail (the full 
e-mail was sent to The Brook-
lyn Paper) to Ira Cure and said, 
“This is what this election is all 
about.” He agreed.
 The members of the club — in-
cluding the Heyer–Scotto-backed 
packers — had every right to de-
cide that my taking a leave of ab-
sence and not supporting John 

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

!
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March 13 & 20

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Serving Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 
10am�—8:30pm, 7 days a week! 
 

FREE WEEKNIGHT KID�’S MEAL!! 
 

Enjoy a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free, Daytime Entry Fee is $2.50/child 
Visit www.themoxiespot.com for More info  

Family Disco Party 
2nd Saturdays, 6pm 

Beatles Rock Band Night 
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 6pm 

Plus Fri Movie Night, Sun Bingo Night & Thurs Wii Night! 

EVENING 

Singalong,  Storytimes,  Dance Around      
1  Tu 11a    M/F 11:30a, W 1p       Th 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Handing the torch to Diaper Diva

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom and Diaper 
Diva may be twins, 
but Smartmom has 

always felt like the elder-
statesmom when it came to 
raising kids. 
 For Buddha’s sake, Teen 
Spirit is 13 years older than 
Ducky. That alone gives 
Smartmom the right to act like 
a big know-it-all, doesn’t it?
 For many years, Smart-

mom was the Been-There-
Done-That mom around her 
sister and she always thought 
she knew best what Diaper 
Diva should do when it came 
to Ducky. 
 It was probably really an-
noying. Actually, it was re-
ally obnoxious. But Diaper 
Diva was pretty nice about 
it. That’s probably because 
when Ducky was little, Di-  Then there was the time that 

Smartmom told Diaper Diva  
that it was a definite no-no to 
go backstage with Ducky be-
fore the Dance Studio’s recital 
at Brooklyn College. 
 “They don’t want parents 
back there, and she’ll prob-
ably get very clingy,” she 
warned. 
 Diaper Diva didn’t listen 
to Smartmom that time ei-
ther. And when the rest of 
Ducky’s class was perform-
ing pirouettes, Ducky stayed 

doesn’t really need Smart-
mom’s advice anymore. And 
sometimes that makes Smart-
mom feel sad.
 In fact, it doesn’t just 
make Smartmom feel sad. 
It makes her feel old and ob-
solete. It makes her feel invis-
ible and without a purpose. 
She doesn’t know who she 
is when she isn’t being el-
derstatesmom. 
 Change is tough. 
 Diaper Diva doesn’t need 
Smartmom’s advice when 

Ducky has a fever. She knows 
all about Children’s Motrin 
and cold baths. 
 Diaper Diva doesn’t need 
advice about Ducky’s birth-
day parties. She knows the 
best hula-hoopers, chil-
dren’s folk singers and party 
clowns.
 Diaper Diva doesn’t need 
Smartmom’s advice about 
summer camps. She’s fa-
miliar with Park Explorers 
and Kim’s Kids and has ac-
tually researched, like, 10 
other camps in the area. 

D iaper Diva doesn’t 
need Smartmom’s 
advice about disci-

plining Ducky. Diaper Diva is 
actually an ace when it comes 
to setting limits and telling 
Ducky that she can’t buy junk 
eggs at Pino’s, those stupid 
little toys in egg-shaped can-
isters that they sell in those 
evil gum ball machines. 
 Smartmom can’t give Di-
aper Diva advice about bed-
time either because, well, her 
kids were (and still are) night 
owls. But Ducky has always 
been a great sleeper, and Di-
aper Diva has always been 
firm about putting her to 
sleep, after three books, at 
8 pm. 
 And about that three books 
thing, Smartmom lost that 
battle early on. She was never 
able to limit the number of 
books she read at bedtime. 
Well, she tried. But Teen 
Spirit, and then OSFO, al-
ways  pushed the enve-
lope.
 Smartmom can’t even 
give Diaper Diva advice 
about PS 321, the beloved 
elementary school where she 
sent her children. For one 
thing, Smartmom doesn’t 
know all the new teachers. 
And Smartmom is way be-
hind the eight-ball when it 
comes to all the newfangled 
traditions like 100s Day, the 
100th day of school when the 
kindergartners are required 
to create an artwork using 
100 of something.
 Smartmom isn’t Ex-
pertmom anymore. So it’s 
lucky Smartmom isn’t hav-
ing any more kids because 
she’d never hear the end of 
it from Know-it-all, er, Dia-
per Diva. Truth be told, she’s 
the smart mom now.

stubbornly in 
Diaper Diva’s 
arms far away 
from the stage. 
 Well, that was 
then and this is 
now. Ducky is 
5, and Diaper 
Diva is an ex-
perienced mom. 
Truth is, she 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, MARCH 5
 Celebrate the 

birthday of Dr. Seuss 
with tales. Free with mu-
seum admission. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 Storytime with 
Emily. Moxie Spot [81 At-
lantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot (see venue info 
above).

SAT, MARCH 6
 Story time for 

kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

 Celebrate the 
birthday of Dr. Seuss. See 
Friday, March 5. 

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” $8 (kids, $7). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

 Nature crafts. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center 
[enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722-3218].

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400].

SUN, MARCH 7
 Women’s History 

Tea Party. Learn how our 
foremothers shaped our 
history. Free. Fort Greene 
Park Visitors Center [enter 
park at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722-3218].
11:30 am. Dr. Seuss 
birthday celebration. See 
Friday, March 5.

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” See Satur-
day, March 6.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, March 6.

 “The Knights of 
Stringbury.” Chocolate 
Chip Chamber Music per-
forms this musical about 
cookie-hoarding dragons 
in a magical forest. $10. 
Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-8300].

 Authors Brian Flo-
ca (“Moonshot: The Flight 
of Apollo 11”) and Randall 
de Seve (“The Orange Bal-
loon”). Free. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 666-

3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MON, MARCH 8
 Movie, “Peter Pan.” 

Paramount’s original 1924 
live-action version. $6.50 
pp. Cobble Hill Cinema 
[265 Court St. between 
Butler & Douglass streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 596-
9113], www.cobblehillthe-
atre.com.

TUES, MARCH 9
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

WED, MARCH 10
 Storytime with Em-

ily. Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

THURS, MARCH 11
 Dance around 

with Nat. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, MARCH 12
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, March 5. 
 Movie night. See 

Friday, March 5.

SAT, MARCH 13
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, March 6.
 Jon Sampson. Fam-

ily concert with the founder 
of CoCreative Music. $10 
(maximum $30 per family). 
Plymouth Church [Orange 
Street between Henry and 
Hicks streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624-4743.], 
www.plymouthchurch.org. 

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” See Satur-
day, March 6.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, March 6.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday at the Brook-
lyn Children’s Muse-
um, March 5–7.

aper Diva was a typical new 
mom: a little nervous, a little 
jittery, a little bit, let’s call 
it what it is, ignorant when 
it came to the basics. 
 And boy did Smartmom 
love it when her sister asked 
for her advice. It made Smart-
mom feel like such a pro to 
give tips about teething, 
temperatures and the terri-
ble twos. 
 Smartmom loved it when 
Diaper Diva followed her in-
structions word for word, like 
the time she bought the exact 
same Braun ear thermome-
ter at Neergard or invested in 
the exact same kind of Ma-
claren stroller. 
 And then there were the 
times when Diaper Diva 
didn’t listen to what Smart-
mom had to say — some-
thing she lived to regret. 
 How about the time when 
Smartmom told Diaper Diva 
that she should get all the 
birthday party balloons in 
the same color so that the 
kids don’t fight. 
 “Read my lips,” Smart-
mom said. “Twelve purple 
balloons.” 
 But Diaper Diva didn’t lis-
ten, and at Ducky’s birthday 
party a gaggle of girls fought 
over two pink balloons. 
 There were tears and tan-
trums — and more than a 
few “I told you so’s.”
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Service Advisor
and Detailer

Contact John C. at
718-748-5367 ext 16 or e-mail

jcelardo@giuffreautogroup.
com

Speech Therapists/  
SEITS

Dental Assistant
Training Program

 P/T Eves. Begins early  
March in Bklyn, Queens, L.I.  

& Westchester. 
Placement assist. Est. 25  

Yrs.  Lic. by NYSED.
1-888-595-3282 ext. 23

NOTARY
PUBLIC

please send a self-addressed envelope with 84 cents postage to:

Apt Size Household
Composition

Number of
Rooms

Approximate Monthly
Carrying Charges

Equity
Maximum Household

Income Range
1-3 Persons                4+More Persons

3BR 4-6 people 6 (No Terrace) $1,219.38 - $1,280.71 $14,000

3BR 4-6 people 6.5 (w/Terrace) $1,296.10 - $1,396.16 $15,600

109,147.92-
118,499.64

116,264.40-
129,289.44

129,540.48-
135,428.16

138,153.60-
147,759.36

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope�’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus  every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Magician & Comical Nerd

PERSONAL TRAINER

  or visit

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

Charity Established 1855

SPACE
RENTAL

2,200 sq. ft.
Atlantic Avenue

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

AUTO INSURANCE

By Justin McNeil
for The Brooklyn Paper
 A garbage truck jumped 
the curb on Seventh Avenue 
on Monday morning, kill-
ing one of the stately Lon-
don plane trees and cracking 
a large section of the side-
walk.
 The Sanitation Depart-
ment snowplow had been re-
moving the remains of last 
week’s blizzard at around 
8:45 am when the vehicle 
jumped the curb — scatter-
ing school-bound kids and 
their horrified parents.
 “I heard a bang,” said Kate 
Ogg, who was walking her 
son when the accident oc-
curred. “I was lucky that I 
had stopped to make a call [a 

Sanit truck murders tree on 7th Ave.

for The Brooklyn Paper
 The guy with the gun isn’t 
actually going for the kill — 
but his raps are certainly mak-
ing a killing in Brooklyn.
 We met Lo Smooth in 
Greenpoint, as he shot his video 
for “Hard to Understand.” 

 We took the meeting as an 
opportunity to get re-intro-
duced to the Brooklyn hip-hop 
scene. Smooth  (aka Charlie 
Dilligard) has a distinguished 
voice, and effortlessly flows 
through stories of Brooklyn 
and his childhood.

 If that doesn’t convince 
you that he’s more Brooklyn 
than Marty Mark, the lyrics in 
“Brooklyn We Back” will.
 “We back in the building/
Brooklyn takin’ over now/So I 
guess you could say the whole 
game’s over now/Where my 

SMOOTH RAPPER

half-block down]. We might 
have been hurt!”
 Ogg did manage to photo-
graph the carnage — in which 

the tree is plastered up against 
the Sanitation truck like a pi-
lot fish clinging to a shark 
— and send the arborcidal 

evidence to The Brooklyn 
Paper.
 Witnesses said that the 
driver of the truck managed 
to stop the vehicle’s progress 
before more damage could 
be done.
 “It looked like the tree 
hopped on the side truck 
like it wanted a ride,” joked 
a worker at the Park Slope 
Copy Center, as he swept up 
splintered wood.
 Jokes aside, the victim was 
said to be at least 20 years 
old with no signs of rot. It 
was a specimen in perfect 
condition.
 The driver will not be 
charged, according to a San-
itation Department spokes-
woman.
 In fact, the spokeswoman, 
Kathy Dawkins, blamed the 
victim, stating that the tree 

was too close to the street.
 It’s certainly not the first 
incident of arborcide — in-
voluntary or not — in Brook-
lyn.
 Last year, a Columbia 
Street man complained that 
workers murdered his tree.  
 And later that same year, 
city officials killed nine 
trees along the Fulton Mall 
in Downtown as part of a 
beautification project.
 And the mother of all ar-
borcidal incidents was the 
2008 public art project, 
“New York City Waterfalls,” 
which sprayed brackish mists 
up and down the DUMBO 
and Brooklyn Heights wa-
terfront, killing trees at the 
River Cafe and on the famed 
Promenade.
 None of the murderers has 
been brought to justice.
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A garbage truck slammed into a tree on Seventh 
Avenue between President and Carroll streets on 
Monday morning, severely wounding it. Hours lat-
er, workers finished the job.
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FOLLOW US DAILY ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

shakers at?/I promise I’m 
givin’ back/To the whole B-K/

Downtown Fulton Street/
That’s where we stay.”
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of the fight for raw milk and local food. Through that orga-
nization, Springer was put in touch with “the milk club.”
 Now, Springer has climbed the ranks within her clan-
destine group and brings in new members while weeding 
out the applicants who, she claims, “want to tear the group 
apart from the inside.”
 The change in diet has produced amazing results.
 “I no longer have to take thyroid meds, which every doc-
tor said I would be on for the rest of my life,” Springer said. 
And Springer’s 18-month-old son, Oliver, sucks down the 
stuff like it was mother’s milk (which it is, for cows).
 “He’s actually our main raw milk drinker,” she said. 
“He drinks two cups a day.”
 Springer’s involvement doesn’t just end with her fam-
ily; soon, she’ll control a “drop off” that will service Bay 
Ridge and Sunset Park. 
 “For people who are used to shopping at Whole Foods, 
it’s a good deal,” said Springer. “A gallon of (super-se-
cret) raw milk is between $6 or $7. A half gallon of milk 
at Whole Foods costs around $5.”
 And the club doesn’t just traffic in raw milk. It also hooks 
up buyers with grass-fed beef, “true-pastured eggs” and, 
according to Springer, the best bacon in the world.
 Still, the bargains come at a steep price — according to 
the feds. Since 1987, the Food and Drug Administration has 
prohibited trucking raw milk across state lines and then 
selling it. Springer insists that her buyers club gets around 
this law by buying it in the state in which it is produced, 
and then merely bringing it home to distribute to others.
 But even if the milk club beats the legal rap, federal author-
ities say that raw milkers are endangering their health. 
 “Raw milk is inherently dangerous and it should not be 
consumed by anyone at any time for any purpose,” said 
Michael Herndon, a spokesman for the FDA. “Raw milk 
may contain many pathogens … that may be especially 
problematic for infants, young children, the elderly.” 
 Springer scoffs at the FDA’s science, and has plenty of 
data to back up her own claims. Raw milk does cost a bit 
more than the low-grade stuff most supermarkets stock, 
but it’s worth it, she said.
 “Basically, we spend a little more money on food so we 
don’t have to pay for the doctor.”

complex called the World Headquarters of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses that will be constructed on the 253-acre Warwick 
site. More than half of the 1,500-person staff is expected 
to move the new complex, and will live and work under 
the same roof.
 The upstate exodus for the Witnesses — known for their 
Bible publishing, their door-to-door conversions and their 
excellent real-estate savvy — is no big surprise given the 
group’s explosion of property sales since 2004, includ-
ing:

2004 for $205 million and was redeveloped as the all-lux-
ury, waterfront One Brooklyn Bridge Park.

$18.6 million in 2006. 

School in 2006 for $14 million.

Arms, this swanky 12-story building was sold for $50 mil-
lion in late 2007.

real-estate holdings, this Montague Street tower remains 
on the block after a reported buyer backed away from the 
deal in 2008.

on Willow Street and one on Orange Street have been on 
and off the market over the years, driven by the fluctu-
ation of the housing market. Devine said that the group 
still plans to sell those, but doesn’t know yet what would 
be done with the current headquarters and nearby admin-

the move is complete.
 The new complex’s construction is still in the distant 
future, but one thing’s for sure — the organization is all 
about moving forward rather than looking back.
 “As an organization, we don’t put any special impor-
tance [on our Brooklyn Heights history],” Devine said. 
“Sure, some feel some sentimental value, and I’ve been 
here for 30 years. But we’re committed to moving all our 
operations to one central location.”

ally be a human rights violation?
 Developers scoffed at the notion that their site would 
be investigated by a worldly entity like the U.N., saying 
that nothing illegal — or even out of the ordinary in New 
York — was done before the mall was demolished.

promised 1,600 new jobs, mostly luxury housing, some 
affordable housing and retail space in their proposal for 

given federal tax breaks to keep the ball rolling.

activists who led the feds around the failed construction 
project, argued that the proposal promises nothing except 
for below-poverty-line wages and a tower that will help its 
developers more than the ailing business community sur-
rounding it.
 “There are no guarantees taxpayer money will create 
decent, living wage jobs for residents or displaced work-
ers,” added Kristi Barnes of New York Jobs with Justice. 
“They’ll mostly be low-wage, part-time retail jobs — and 
they won’t help an entire nearby block of closed storefronts 
that haven’t had attention for more than two years.”

-
man for Albee Square Development, said that allegations 
that former tenants in the mall were given no notice be-
fore their eviction are simply false. The tax breaks are ac-
tually loans that are being misrepresented as free money, 
he added.
 “First of all, it’s funny that in this process neither the 
State Department or [the opposition groups] attempted to 

some help to build, but we gotta pay it back, just like many 
non-profits who get the same kind of federal tax exemp-
tions.”
 He said everyone involved the eviction, demolition and 
new proposal process knew what was going to happen with 
the site since 2000. He’s not worried about the investiga-
tion.
 The mall offered low-wage jobs before it was demol-
ished, but now Barnes and Dike are calling for “decent 
work” — meaning benefits, the option of forming a union 
and living wages — at the new tower.
 In the end, it’s unclear if Barnes and Dike convinced 

won’t make a recommendation about whether to declare 
the site a violation until November.
 And even if that happens, the issue then goes to the 
United Nations. And then if the U.N. links Albee Square 
to the worst offenses of humanity, Dike doesn’t know what 
kind of slap on the wrist the city and state would get.
 But she doesn’t care.

the community to promise actual jobs before this even goes 
for review,” Dike said. “Either way, we’re looking for pres-
sure from the city and state to get something done.”

Continued from page 1
MILK…

Continued from page 1

WITNESSES

Continued from page 1

ALBEE…

am Mendes’s produc-
tion of “The Tempest” 
is a gripping combina-

tion of excellent performances 
and stunning special effects 
that puts the perfect punctu-
ation mark on Shakespeare’s 
oeuvre. 
 “The Tempest” was the 
Bard’s last play, and its elements 
of romance, comedy, and fan-
tasy have inspired much debate 
among critics over the years — 
many see the twisted logic of 
colonialism on display through-
out. Of course, for good mea-
sure, Shakespeare throws in a 
whirlwind romance, some slap-
stick humor with three drunk-
ards, and the intrigue of sibling 
betrayal.
 Of all these different 
themes, Mendes mines the co-
lonial angle the least — the 
sole disappointment in an oth-
erwise mesmerizing produc-
tion at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music’s Harvey Theater.
 Mendes chose to not use cur-
tains for his production, giving 

It,” which was as dull visu-
ally as the performances, 
the stage for “The Tempest” 
equals Dillane’s performance 
in its magnitude. 
 Front and center is a cir-
cle of sand, where most of 
the action takes place. Be-
hind it is a shallow pool of 
water stretching across the 
back of the stage, creating 
quite a contrast. There, char-
acters “off stage” sit in si-
lence — a clever trick that 
adds to the surreal, fantas-
tic element of the play.
 But as well calculated as 
the layout is, Mendes can-
not avoid indulgences — 
none more distracting than 
a home video montage from 
the 1970s or 1980s of a happy 

the stage an openness that he 
uses to great effect. In the first 
scene, Prospero — played by 
Stephen Dillane dressed like 
a combination between Gan-

and Don Quixote — stands 
up from the side of the stage, 
slowly dons his wizard-robe 
and begins the dark rite that 
summons the tempest of the 
play’s title. Suddenly, the au-
dience is swept up in one of 
Shakespeare’s most mystical 
tales.
 Prospero — the former 
duke of Milan who’s been 
exiled to a tropical island — 
causes a shipwreck that is the 
first step towards his revenge. 

-
sengers on the ship include his 
nemeses (one happens to be 

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 
Martin della Paolera

ARCHITECT
65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

WINTER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

Celebrating 20 Years

One Call Does It All

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience
We build year round

Plan Ahead
(718) 284-8053

800-YES-4-DECK
Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.

DecksByBartNYC.com

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

The
-TERMINATOR-TERMINATOR

 

 
718-753-9741

DoneRite Drywall
Bathrooms * Kitchens

* Flooring *
Electrical * Plumbing
All Work Guaranteed!

25% Off All Work

917-496-4100

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

DOT#672337

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References

BENSON ROOFING
Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

young Aryan family playing 
together. The video, though 
brief, comes across as a con-
temporary intrusion forced 
upon the audience by a di-
rector keen to put his own 
stamp on the classic play. It is 
completely unnecessary.
 Still, Mendes generally 
uses the special effects pow-
erfully. None takes advan-

-
ban, the wretched beast of 
the island, whose first ap-
pearance drew gasps from 
the audience. Played by Ron 

this production is not so 
much a repulsive creature 
as one to be pitied. 

America pre-conquest — an 
“uncivilized” world uncor-
rupted by modernity. 
 Jones delivers several 
speeches emphasizing this 
dichotomy, matching Dil-
lane in his eloquence. At 

upon his savage surround-
ings, “The clouds meth-
ought would open, and show 
riches/Ready to drop upon 

me, that when I waked/I 
cried to dream again.”

certainly not met critical suc-
cess, performing them simul-
taneously is quite a Herculean 
task — even for a cast as ac-
complished as this one partici-
pating in BAM’s “The Bridge 

It” was tragically bad, consider 
“The Tempest” redemption.
 “The Tempest” at the 
BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100]. 
Now through March 13.

Edward Bennett and Juliet Rylance star in Shakespear’s final play, “The 
Tempest,” now playing at the BAM Harvey.

Bard’s ‘Tempest’ solid
his brother), 
as well as his 
future son-in-
law. 
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