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Gift Certificates are the Perfect Way to Show Mom You Care

157 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope  718-398-2100

$105
$105

(Reg. price $120) VALID THRU MAY 15 TH,  2010

Gift

By Gary Buiso
for The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Bridge is getting the 
facelift — but Brooklyn Heights is get-
ting the worry lines. 

A mammoth renovation project that 
begins soon will close the Manhattan-
bound lanes of the historic span at least 
24 weekends and many weeknights, 
creating intense congestion as cars 
jam the Manhattan Bridge, the clos-
est alternative.

“The traffic will increase tremen-
dously,” predicted Capt. Vanessa Kight, an 
executive officer at the 84th Precinct.

It’ll all start in June, when the De-
partment of Transportation begins a 
$500-million project that includes a new 
paint job, deck resurfacing, and reha-
bilitation and widening of the bridge’s 
ramps and approaches — a project that 
promises to reduce congestion (eventu-
ally) for the 100,000 drivers who cross 
the span every day.

But until then, drivers will be detoured 
to the already packed intersection of Flat-
bush Avenue and Tillary Street to get to 
the Manhattan Bridge — which is ex-
pected to get 80 percent of the diverted 

Summer repairs cause fear and loathing in Heights
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Expect lots of congestion when the Manhattan-bound lanes of the Brooklyn Bridge are closed week-
ends and nights, starting in June.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

A pop cultural phenomenon that has 
turned an Italian bridge into a lock-
smith’s paradise has jumped across the 
Atlantic and is threatening to cover the 
Brooklyn Bridge in lovers’ padlocks.

The tradition of securing a symbol 
of amore to a bridge — and tossing 
the keys into the river below — was 
popularized in a 1992 book by sugary 
Italian novelist Federico Moccia, but 
the tradition didn’t take off until the 

movie version of “Tre Metri Sopra il 
Cielo” came out in 2004.

That’s when Roman authorities sud-
denly had to deal with thousands of 
lovers clipping all manner of Mas-
ter, Kryptonite and Medco locks 
to the Ponte Milvio — and throw-
ing the keys into the muddy Tiber.
Well, guess what, Brooklynites: the 
tradition is here.

The good news is that the locks 
haven’t quite caught on to an extreme, 
but there are dozens of them fastened to 

Lovers’ locks, an Italian custom, 
are littering the great Bridge
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Forest City Ratner officials 
abandoned their diplomatic talk 
on Tuesday to explicitly portray 
Daniel Goldstein, who ended his 
long holdout in the Atlantic Yards 
footprint for $3 million last week, 
as an opportunist looking to make 
as much money as possible.

Countering Goldstein’s own 
statements that the sticking point 
over last week’s negotiations was 
his refusal to sign away his right to 
criticize the project in the future, 
Forest City Ratner Executive Vice 
President MaryAnne Gilmartin 
told us that last week’s final ne-
gotiations did not bog down due 
to Goldstein’s refusal to sign a 
“gag order,” but simply over how 
much money he could get out of 
developer Bruce Ratner.

“The sticking point was how 
much money he wanted,” Gil-
martin said.

A source close to negotiations 
reinforced that claim by saying 
that Goldstein had actually pushed 
for $5 million at one point during 
negotiations.

Goldstein and his lawyer, Mi-

Ratner exec say yes but 
Daniel Goldstein says no

Just in it for 
the money?

Atlantic Yards holdout-no-more Daniel Goldstein with his 
wife Shabnam Merchant and their daughter Sita Dorothy.

chael Rikon, said that both claims 
were patently false. 

“The money amount was settled 
pretty quickly,” Goldstein said. “The 
sticking point that led to nearly four 
hours of discussions was Ratner’s 
insistent desire to bind me to some 
sort of gag order.

“Apparently, taking my home 
and razing my neighborhood wasn’t 
enough for them,” he added.

The lawyer backed up his 
client.

“The money was never the prob-
lem!” said Rikon. “For [Gilmartin] 
to say that is outrageous.” 

In the wake of this she-said, 
they-said story, Ratner is moving 
forward with construction of his 
Barclays Center arena, which he 
hopes to open during the 2012–
13 basketball season. Meanwhile, 
Goldstein is hastily stowing away 
his belongings so he can move out 

SEE PAGE 2

By Gary Buiso
for The Brooklyn Paper

A historic Cobble Hill 
apartment complex built a 
century ago to house the 
working class is now on the 
track to luxury.

The state attorney gener-
al’s office has approved the 
Hudson Companies’ plan to 
convert the Cobble Hill Tow-
ers — built as an experiment 
in philanthropy by Alfred T. 
White in 1879 — into condo-
miniums, a plan that calls for 
any vacated apartments to be 
sold at market prices.

Tenants in the landmark 
building will be offered the 
chance to buy their apart-
ments at insider prices such 
as $230,000 for a studio and 

$595,000 for a three-bedroom 
apartment. Owners would then 
be free to set their own re-sale 
prices, though residents in the 
rent-stabilized apartments will 
not see any changes if they 
want to go on renting.

Still, the plan will re-
sult in the building’s trans-
formation from moderate-
income rentals to luxury 
condos. As a result, it has 
frightened residents, who 
are unsure whether they’ll 
be able to buy, even at the 
insider prices.

“It’s ridiculous,” said long-
time resident Cindy Nurul-
lah. “Some people are going 
to have to pay more money 
[to buy their place].”

FAULTY 
TOWERS?
Tenants say condo plan 
at historic Cobble Hill 
building is gentrifi cation

A major developer wants to renovate the his-
toric Cobble Hill Towers along Hicks Street, but 
rent-stabilized tenants, like Victoria Garcia, see 
it as a back door to gentrification.
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By Stephen Witt
for The Brooklyn Paper

Residents are hailing reports that Wal-
mart is looking for its first Brooklyn lo-
cation — even as critics of the big-box 
store are preparing to fight back the retail 
Golaith famous for its “low, low prices” 
and, some say, low, low wages.

Under the rumored deal, Walmart 
would lease space at the planned Gate-
way II shopping center at Jamaica Bay 
off Shore Parkway at Erksine Street. 
The City Council already approved the 
plans for the shopping center, meaning 

Locals ready to fi ght retail giant at Jamaica Bay site

Walmart could move in by simply sign-
ing a lease. 

“People are very happy about it,” said 
Marie Purnell, former president of the 
Spring Creek Towers Tenants Associ-
ation, which is across the street from 
the Walmart. “It was all the talk at last 
night’s Democratic Club meeting.” 

But labor unions, local elected officials 

and community organizers are vowing to 
marshall their forces to keep the contro-
versial big-box chain out of the city.

“They will have the fight of their 
lives if they try to bring Walmart out 
here. It’s not going to happen,” said 
Councilman Charles Barron (D–Ca-
narsie). “No one exploits workers more 
than Walmart. To exploit workers the 
way they do is unconscionable.”

Barron, however, may have a tough 
time finding support among the 15,000 
residents in Spring Creek Towers — many 

By Stephen Witt 
and Claire Glass
for The Brooklyn Paper

The city is shuttering two much-
needed after-school programs in Park 
Slope and a summer program in Fort 
Greene because the neighborhoods 
aren’t poor enough to justify their 
existence.

As a result, several hundred stu-
dents who use the Out of School Time 
programs at PS 295 and PS 282 in Park 
Slope, along with the summer program 
at IS 113 in Fort Greene will be left 
to fend for themselves this summer 
and in the 2010–11 school year.

“Taking this program away is dan-
gerous,” said Traci Tucker as she 
picked up her 6-year-old son, Ryan, 

from PS 282 on Sixth Avenue. “This 
is for single parents, or families where 
both parents work, like ours.”

But Park Slope and Fort Greene 
aren’t poor enough, according to De-
partment of Youth and Development 
spokesman Ryan Dodge, who said 
that the programs can continue only 
in the most-needed neighborhoods 
due to budget cuts.

“[We] examined our entire portfo-
lio and sought to preserve programs 
that serve the needs of working parents 
… in high-need areas,” he said.

As a result, the city will cut 33 
after-school programs, with nine in 
Brooklyn getting the axe. Addition-
ally, 31 summer programs will be cut 
citywide, including 11 in Brooklyn.

Slope ‘too rich’ 
for these kids
Budget woes mean after-school 
cuts in ‘affl uent’ neighborhoods

Armando Thomas, who uses an af-
ter-school program in Fort Greene, 
will lose it this summer.
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By Thomas Tracy 
for The Brooklyn Paper

A beloved Cocker Spaniel 
who was swiped from outside 
a Boerum Hill deli last week was 
back with his family on Sunday 
after being stolen and sold on 
the street like hot watch.

“We had a very satisfying 
day,” said proud owner Jon 
Crawford-Phillips, who actu-

ally conducted a stakeout in Red 
Hook as the 12-day search for his 
best friend Thompy approached 
its dramatic climax.

“It was very therapeutic pull-
ing down all the missing dog 
posters we had put up.”

 The horror began on April 
13  when Crawford-Phillips tied 
Thompy to a hook outside the 

Boerum Hill residents John and Ro-
wena Crawford-Phillips were finally 
reunited with Thompy.
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Canadians Ryan Shudra and Dez 
Ross have a love that cannot be 
broken, like the locks that oth-
ers are clipping to the Brooklyn 
Bridge (photo right).

In all, the savings will be $7.5 million.
But that’s too little money to save, con-

sidering the importance of these programs, 
said Charles Anderson, who runs both 

See MONEY  on page 10

See BRIDGE  on page 10

See WALMART  on page 10

See CUTS  on page 10

See TOWERS  on page 10

See THOMPY  on page 10

benches, supports, pillars and extrane-
ous pieces of metal. Most of the locks 
have dates on them, plus the names 
of the lovers who swore their undy-

See LOCKS  on page 10

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up
 /

 S
te

p
eh

n 
B

ro
w

n



2  AWP  April 30–May 6, 2010

Are you behind on 
your mortgage?

Have you received 
court papers for your home?

Join Bridge Street Development Corporation and South Brooklyn Legal Services on:

456D Nostrand Avenue (entrance on Jefferson Ave.)

Learn from non-profit counselors and attorneys about:
� Your rights as a homeowner
� Responding to foreclosure papers or court notices
�� Understanding settlement conferences
��� Applying for loan modifications

RSVP TODAY

F R E E  W O R K S H O P

Free confidential counseling will be available by  Bridge Street Development 
Corporation and South Brooklyn Legal Services 

Sponsored by:

 

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

UNION TEMPLE
OF BROOKLYN

17 Eastern Parkway
Across from the Brooklyn Public Library at Grand Army Plaza

(718) 638-3649

First Fridays for 
Families at  

Union Temple
What a fun way to celebrate Shabbat!

Bring the kids at 6:00 pm. We’ll have a snack for them — and for you, 
too. At 6:30 pm, enjoy a music-filled, family-friendly Shabbat service.

Meet and greet other families at a Pot Luck Dinner at about 7:30 pm. 
No time to cook? We think store-bought can be just as tasty.

See you soon!

*Except March, June, and July.

Planning to dig on your property? 

free service

 

To learn more, visit: www.DigNetNYCLI.com

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Dig Brooklyn?
                  Then dig this…

Planning a digging project  
this spring/summer? 

Call DigNet to have underground  
utilities marked, 48 hours prior to breaking 
ground on your property, it could save your 
life and you will be eligible to win a  
$50 Home Depot gift card.*

*Must have a legitimate proposed excavation or demolition. Callers with the sole purpose of entering contest will not be 
considered and will bear the costs associated with facility owners locating their underground facilities. Contest is valid April 
12-September 30. Winners will be chosen by October 15, 2010.

MOTHER’S DAY SPECIAL
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Mother’s Day Sale
UP TO 75% OFF*

Suggested Retail Price

ON ALL 14KT. GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER
JEWELRY, WATCHES AND GIFTWARE

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE!!!
on select 14kt gold earrings (of equal or lesser value)

187 STATE STREET
(Between Court and Boerum Streets)

718-852-1421
Store Hours: Tues-Fri, 10am to 6:30pm; Sat, 11am to 5pm

Brooklyn’s Most Trusted Jeweler!
***All sales are final and may not be combined with any other discount or previous sale. Engagement 

rings, designer jewelry, antiques/watches, custom orders and special orders are excluded from this 
sale. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come – first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and 

merchandise bought before April 30th does not apply to this sale. 

JEWELS BY SATNICK’S

THE YARDS FIGHT — IT’S OVER

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Is Daniel Goldstein a sell-out, or 
an activist who made the best of an 
untenable situation?

That’s the question that all Atlan-
tic Yards followers are wrestling with 
in the wake of Goldstein’s stunning 
$3-million settlement with their nem-
esis, the developer Bruce Ratner. 

One side says he was a hero who 
risked everything — including the 
Pacific Street home where he lives 
with his wife and small child — to 
halt a money-hungry developer.

The other side says that Gold-
stein’s settlement — which was big-
ger than anyone else who lived in the 
Yards footprint — vindicates their 
perception that his “principled stand” 
was merely a bargaining chip.

This sentiment can be read in the 
comments section of every story 
written about Goldstein’s settle-
ment — though only Bertha Lewis 
of the community organizing group 
ACORN has thus far gone on the re-
cord to address what some see as 
the negative side of his legacy. 

“What incensed me so much about 
Daniel over the years [was his] dis-
tortion of the facts — really den-
igrating folks in the community. 
Saying you don’t understand the 
project, you’ve been duped, hood-
winked,” said Lewis, whose con-
troversial group has supported the 
project for its promise of affordable 
housing.

But it’s not just longtime support-
ers who have questioned Goldstein’s 

ect a victory — ground has already 
been broken and demolition crews are 
getting off the bench and taking off 
their warmup suits to tear down his 
home as early as next month.

But his dissent, along with those 
that stood beside him, helped illumi-
nate a project that has been criticized 
numerous times by numerous judges 
for its lack of transparency. 

His decision to not face a physi-
cal eviction only avoided a colorful 
moment for the media, but not much 
else. Goldstein was left with few fa-
vorable options: he could have cho-
sen to fight on and face an eviction 
date as soon as mid-May and less 
money for his apartment, or take a 
more generous settlement. Either 
way, the state was going to remain 
his landlord — it took title to his 
apartment in March. 

So what is Daniel Goldstein’s leg-
acy? He lost his home in a state-spon-
sored land grab by a billionaire — but 
he also got $3 million and retained 
his right to criticize such alleged 
abuses of eminent domain.

He didn’t stop the project — and 
played a role in making it arguably 
worse.

But Daniel Goldstein didn’t choose 
this fight — it chose him when state 
development officials knocked on 
his condo door one day and said, 
“We are taking your apartment for 
a basketball arena.”

He said, “No.” And like him or 
not, that was a principled stand — 
one that happened to pay off in the 
end.

for the wrong way to develop cit-
ies,” Goldstein said. “We shined a 
bright light on the way eminent do-
main is abused in New York State 
to the point where there is now a 
legislative effort … to reform the 
state’s laws.

Opponents like Goldstein can also 
take credit for delaying the project, 
but the delay ended up playing a role 
in the firing of architect Frank Gehry, 
whose ambitious design was one of 
the project’s original selling points 
— and whose departure, even the 
developer has admitted, has made 
the project worse. 

Ultimately, it is a stretch to call 
Goldstein’s opposition to the proj-

decision last week. Even the Atlantic 
Yards Report, which has been one 
of the most thorough critics of the 
project, noted that Goldstein’s set-
tlement also requires him to with-
draw from all litigation  — mean-
ing that it is now less likely that 
some lingering legal issues, such 
as the revised 25-year buildout of 
the project, will ever be considered 
in a courtroom. 

Since last Wednesday’s front-page 
settlement, Goldstein has sought to 
define his own legacy, re-focusing 
attention away from the naysayers 
and back onto the movement he led 
— something that he deftly man-
aged as spokesman of the opposi-
tion group, Develop Don’t Destroy 
Brooklyn.

“We’ve done a lot of what the me-
dia should have been doing — what 
well established good-government 
groups should have done,” Goldstein 
said. “Watchdogging minute details 
of an attenuated process. Every false 
statement, exaggeration and broken 
promise has been exposed.” 

So, what concrete accomplish-
ments can Goldstein and his De-
velop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn ac-
tually point to?

“We have convinced nearly all 
good people of good will that the 
project is a sham and a poster child 

Daniel Goldstein at an anti-
Yards rally in 2007.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Hipsters, old-timers, and 
barflies were poised to raise 
their glasses at Freddy’s Bar 
for the last time on Friday 
— making a final toast to 
a Prohibition-era watering 
hole, but one man won’t be 
there: the man whose name 
is on the awning.

Freddy Chadderton, 
who sold the bar to its cur-
rent owner in 1996, lives on 
Long Island — but at age 82, 
he isn’t looking back at his 
salad days.

“I had a good run,” he told 
us this week.

But Chadderton is one of 
the few people connected 
with this bar that isn’t cry-
ing at least a bit in his beer 
this week, recalling a neigh-
borhood joint that apparently 
has to be torn down so that 
Bruce Ratner can build a bas-
ketball arena.

It was indeed a good 
run.

Long before it was Fred-
dy’s Bar, and even before 
Adolf Hitler got his much-
deserved comeuppance, the 
barroom at Dean Street and 
Sixth Avenue served as a sa-
lon for top dogs at the Spal-
ding ball plant, a soon-to-
be-demolished building 
nearby.

Back then, according to 
David Sheets, a chronicler 
of Freddy’s lore who lived 
next-door to the bar from 
1997 until this year — the 
watering hole did not bear 
any resemblance to the pres-
ent day.

During the Prohibition 
era, the building looked like 
a bunker. But inside, Spald-
ing execs were drinking on 
the sly — and sometimes in 
plain sight.

“It’s often said it was a 
speakeasy,” said Sheets. 
“That’s misleading — it 
was a place to entertain cli-
ents.”

Watering hole near Yards closes for good on Friday

— it didn’t look abandoned, 
which in fact it was.”

But while the hipsters par-
tied on the weekends, Yards 
opponents gathered there to 
organize protests, paint ban-
ners, and parse legal docu-
ments. 

Last week, Yost finally 
took an offer from Ratner, 
and will be moving to a new 
location at Fourth Avenue and 
Union Street.

“For me, those rooms at 
Freddy’s, and up and down 
the block, there are ghosts — 
voices echoing all over the 
place,” Sheets said. “For lots 
of people to have that taken 
away — it’s not the end of the 
world — but it hurts. It’s very 
emotional for a lot of people. 
It’s not just me.”

Around World War II — 
the date is unclear — Willy 
Henderson bought the three-
story building on Dean Street 
and rechristened the bar. Some 
called the place, “The White 
Horse.” Others knew it sim-
ply as “Henderson’s.”

This version of the wa-
tering hole was a neighbor-
hood joint — complete with 
a small bowling alley in the 
basement.

In his later years, Hen-
derson, a heavy smoker, still 
hung around, barking at the 
newcomers in his bar through 
his cancer kazoo.

In 1961, Henderson hired 
Johnny “Seat Covers” Sever-
ino as bartender — a job that 
he held until 1994. Seat Cov-
ers moved into an apartment 
above the bar and stayed there 
until he died in 2005.

One of Severino’s reg-
ulars was a 78th Precinct 
beat cop, the now-immor-
tal Freddy Chadderton. 

In 1975, Chadderton re-
tired from the force and 
bought the bar and build-
ing from Henderson.

“In the matter of a day, 
Freddy not only became 
[Seat Covers’s] boss, but 
his landlord!” Sheets said, 
who spent countless hours 
with Severino.

It was during the Freddy’s 
era that the bar became a hang 
out for the boys in blue and 
firefighters. Employees over 
at the Daily News building 
between Sixth and Carlton 
avenues on Dean Street — 
now condos called Newswalk 
— also came by.

As a possible result, the 
bar became rowdy.

“At the time, Dean be-
tween Flatbush and Sixth av-
enues became quite a hotbed 
of prostitution,” said Sheets. 
“They were the biggest cli-
ents, the cops! And the fire-
men, too.”

Cops would hold meet-
ings in what is now the back 
room, sitting in old church 
pews that Freddy had brought 
in. Seat Covers would cook 
cheap bar food while also 
serving drinks.

Freddy used to entertain 
himself by “making it rain,” 
1970s style, his wife, Doro-
thy recalled. She said Freddy 
would sit their eldest son be-
side a fan on top of a phone 
booth in the corner, hand 
him a wad of cash and let 
it blow all over the bar — 
an amusement that elicited 
plenty of robotic curse words 
from Henderson, who still 
hung around.

In 1996, Freddy was get-
ting old, the Daily News had 

Yost’s hands, it began evolv-
ing into the bar that will close 
this week. Seat Covers still 
made his way downstairs for 
his morning “nips.” Every-
day he would double-park 
his 1970 black Mercury out 
front after running errands 
and lament the terrible park-
ing situation on Dean Street 
while he drank.  

Then in 2003, came the 
news about the Atlantic 
Yards, and that Bruce Rat-
ner was looking to buy ev-
eryone’s property in the foot-
print. Over the next seven 
years, the buildings nearby 
would be emptied, and Fred-
dy’s would go from being a 
neighborhood dive to a des-
tination, even for people as 
far away as Manhattan.

Some regulars bristled at 
the newcomers, but they kept 
the place afloat.

“In a way, I liked the fact 
that there were hipsters pop-
ulating the place at 3 or 4 in 
the morning,” Sheets said. 
“It provided a sense of secu-
rity that someone was there 

In recent years, Freddy’s was the epicenter of the 
anti-Atlantic Yards movement.
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moved out — so he sold the 
place for $35,000 to Frank 
Yost — only $10,000 more 
than what he bought it for. 
Chadderton’s sons wanted to 
buy the place to turn it into a 
music venue, but he said no. 
He didn’t want his old bar 
turning into a club.

Now that the place was in 

Former bartender Johnny 
“Seat Covers” Severino.



stoopTHE
April 30–May 6, 2010 AWP  3

NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT
305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

LANDSCAPING & 
GARDEN DESIGN
“There isn’t a backyard or balcony that 
James Stephenson can’t whip into shape.”

 —Apartment Therapy

Over twenty years 
experience in residential 
& commercial 
landscaping projects

 

Contact James Stephenson: 646-644-7156
View my portfolio at: www.theartistgarden.com

INTRODUCING

Saporita

PIZZA
to Downtown Brooklyn!

FREE delivery to Downtown
and parts of Brooklyn Heights, 

Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

27 Smith St. (near Livingston St.) 718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm

www.saporitapizza.com
 

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

ARE YOU  
AT YOUR 
WITS END?
Are you desperate, 
angry, sick, terrified, 
frustrated, disgusted?

ARE YOU  
IN CRISIS?

Help is available:
www.tekumarecovery.com
A unique and effective drug & alcohol  
recovery program in Israel.

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

SPRING 
CLEANING 
ALL YEAR 
ROUND!

PARK SLOPE CARROLL GARDENS

By Gary Buiso
for The Brooklyn Paper

A Cobble Hill homeowner 
has allowed two landmarked 
properties to fall apart for 
nearly a decade — and now 
the buildings are in danger 
of collapse, the city charged 
in a bombshell lawsuit this 
week.

The Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission slapped 
concrete magnate John 
Quadrozzi Jr. with the suit on 
April 5, arguing that despite 
repeated attempts, the build-
ings — a three-story Italian-
ate rowhouse and adjoining 
carriage house at Henry and 
Congress Streets — continue 
to remain “in a state of sig-
nificant and progressive de-
terioration and extreme dis-
repair.”

Court papers describe a 
classic example of a land-
lord’s failure to maintain a 
historic structure: The row-
house, built in 1852, looks 
like a “before” picture for an 
episode of “This Old House,” 
boasting large cracks, miss-
ing bricks, holes and absent 
windows.

Meanwhile, the carriage 
house has its own set of prob-
lems, including collapsed 
roof beans and two holes in 
the roof.

Both buildings are in dan-
ger of collapse, the city stated 
in its suit — a rare time when 

City sues cement magnate Quadrozzi 
over decrepit Henry Street buildings

the Landmarks agency has 
taken such a battle all the 
way to court.

“Over the past five years, 
the commission has repeat-
edly attempted to persuade 
Mr. Quadrozzi to repair the 
two landmarked buildings to 
avoid litigation,” said Eliza-
beth Thomas, a Law Depart-
ment spokeswoman. “Initi-
ating a lawsuit is the only 
recourse left to compel him to 
make the legally required re-
pairs to these buildings.”

The commission is seek-
ing immediate repairs and 
fines of $5,000 a day — post-
dated to March 2009.

Quadrozzi said he remains 

committed to repairing the 
properties, and blamed the 
city for dragging its feet in 
getting permits approved. 
He said Landmarks was 
more concerned with exte-
rior work than the significant 
structural repairs — like put-
ting up a new structural wall 
— which he knew needed to 
get done first. 

Moreover, Quadrozzi 
wondered if the city’s on-
going problems with con-
troversial architect Robert 
Scarano had somehow mo-
tivated the lawsuit. Earlier 
this year, the city took ac-
tion against Scarano, claim-
ing that the architect designed 

apartments and buildings that 
played fast and loose with 
city zoning laws.

Quadrozzi terminated 
his business relationship 
with Scarano last year, but 
now said that his current 
issue with the city “makes 
me feel that all my troubles 
were because the city was 
just against my [choice of] 
architect,” he said.

Scarano refused to com-
ment, but the city said that 
Quadrozzi was raising a 
straw man — the prob-
lems on Henry Street are 
Quadrozzi’s own.

Even an array of violations 
— 23 violations at the site 
since 2001, totaling roughly 
$25,000 — did little to per-
suade the homeowner, who 
lives in another home on the 
block.

“These were for condi-
tions noted at the site, be it 
a sidewalk shed, defective 
masonry or defective brick-
work,” said Buildings spokes-
woman Carly Sullivan. “They 
are not related to the architect 
hired by the owner.”

Neighbors hailed the city 
suit.

“We’ve been disappointed 
that he has literally let it de-
teriorate,” said Roy Sloane, 
president of the Cobble Hill 
Association.

Quadrozzi said work is 
proceeding on schedule, and 
he hopes to move into the 
properties — purchased from 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal in 2000 — at the end of 
the year. Renovations are 
costing about $1 million, 
he said.

“I’m a guy that bought a 
building and wants to fix it. 
Instead of helping me, the city 
wants to kill me,” he said.

The city has sued the owner of this building on 
Henry Street in Cobble Hill for allegedly letting it 
fall apart.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Park Slopers can once again get their caffeine fix at 
Gorilla Coffee, which reopened on Monday after a stun-
ning walkout by the entire staff two weeks ago forced 
the Fifth Avenue java joint to suddenly shut down.

Lines weren’t out the door as usual this morning, but 
the coffee was just as strong.

“People in the neighborhood are still finding out that 
we are open,” said Carol McLaughlin, one of the own-
ers of the café. But that was about all McLaughlin had 
to say regarding her just-reopened business, which be-
came mired in controversy two weeks ago.

“I really don’t want to talk about this,” McLaughlin 
said. “We’re trying to move forward.”

But there is no doubt McLaughlin and her co-owner, 
Darleen Scherer, were left scrambling after the abrupt 
walk-out of all of their workers on April 11. Scherer had 
said that she was completely taken by surprise by the 
employee exodus, which occurred after tensions boiled 
over between the staff and ownership.

The two-week delay in reopening can likely be at-
tributed to the high-end coffee culture in Park Slope, 
which requires a level of skill and knowledge that goes 
beyond one lump or two. These days, a barista’s duties 
aren’t just pulling a few levers and steaming some cap-
puccinos — training is required. 

The manager on duty at the café, which is at Park 
Place, confirmed this, saying she and the other new em-
ployees had just been through “a very rigorous train-
ing process.”

But the manager, Caitlin Geoghan, knew what she 
was getting into

“I knew Gorilla by reputation,” she said.
There is little doubt that Gorilla’s reputation has taken 

a hit, however. The open letter penned by the former 
staff — and hung, Martin Luther–style, on the front 
door — described a “perpetually malicious, hostile, and 
demeaning work environment” that was “unhealthy” 
and “unworkable.”

At the center of this maelstrom was McLaughlin, who 
was characterized as an authoritarian drill sergeant/
barista, who demanded the utmost care from her le-
gion of caffeine artists.

What remains to be seen is if lefty Park Slope resi-
dents will shun the café now that all its dirty laundry 
has been aired in public. Previous labor unrest in the 
neighborhood, such as the stunning revelations regard-
ing underpaid deliverymen, resulted in no discernable 
change in behavior.

Coffee shop reopens — 
with a whole new staff!

Colleen Ford is one of the new servers at Gorilla 
Coffee in Park Slope, which reopened this week.
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By Michele De Meglio
for The Brooklyn Paper

A controversial charter 
school will be allowed to use 
space inside a cramped Red 
Hook public school for at least 
three more years, thanks to a 
city vote last Tuesday.

Defying the wishes of par-
ents at PS 15, the Panel for 
Education Policy voted over-
whelmingly to allow the K–
second grade PAVE Acad-
emy to remain inside the 
Sullivan Street building.

Parents have sued the city 
to get the charter school out 
of their building, saying it is 
too small to accommodate the 
needs of all students. When it 
opened two years ago, PAVE 
was supposed to move out 
by this June.

“My classroom is literally 
the next classroom that will 
be taken away,” said Patty 
Isoldi, a fifth grade teacher 
at PS 15.

Teachers say that space 
is so limited that “the oc-
cupational therapist has to 
share the library,” added 
PS 15 reading teacher Ma-
rie Sirotniak. “The other oc-
cupational therapist has to 
share the computer room.”

The city says there is 
more than enough room in 
the 73-percent capacity PS 
15 building for both the pub-
lic school’s 390 students and 

City lets controversial charter school 
stay in PS 15 for three more years

RED HOOK

PAVE’s 138 kids. The build-
ing, in fact, could accommo-
date 198 more students, city 
officials said.

More concerning for par-
ents is that the education 
panel decision, which keeps 
PAVE inside PS 15 through 
the 2012-13 school year, can 
be extended.

If PAVE doesn’t secure 
its own home by June 2013, 
the city “will re-evaluate the 
available space in the [PS 
15] building to determine 
whether sufficient space ex-
ists for PAVE to remain,” the 
Department of Education said 
in a statement.

Parents of PAVE students 
insist that the charter school 
doesn’t want to take over PS 
15’s building, which is be-
tween Richards and Van 
Brunt streets.

“The co-location of PAVE 
and PS 15 should be some-
thing that enriches both 
schools,” said Jeanette De 
Jesus, whose daughter is in 
the second grade at PAVE. 
“Our intention is not to take 
away from PS 15. Our inten-
tion is to have a space for 
us to give Red Hook kids a 
choice.”

But PAVE’s founder and 
executive director, Spencer 
Robertson, thinks that his 
school will leave PS 15 on 
schedule.

“We are in contract” to 
purchase a warehouse at 732 
Henry St. off Mill Street, he 
told us.

The cost of the site and 
renovations are estimated at 
$39 million. The city is cov-
ering two-thirds of that cost 
and PAVE is raising the re-
mainder through private do-
nations, Robertson said.

Parents and teachers from the PAVE Academy 
were pleased by last Tuesday night’s vote.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up
 /

 M
ic

he
le

 D
eM

eg
lio

DOWNTOWN

CONEY ISLAND

By Joe Maniscalco
for The Brooklyn Paper

A Community Board 13 
panel finally voted last week 
to back Borough President 
Markowitz’s controversial bid 
for a glitzy 
$64-million 
amphitheater 
inside Asser 
Levy Seaside 
Park — ending a 
year of silence on the 
issue that brought out accu-
sations that the members are 
just shills for the Beep.

Until last Wednesday 
night, Community Board 
13 had declined to weigh in 
on the widely reviled proj-
ect, claiming that it has no 
role in the approval process 
for the concert venue. But 
after a long-overdue meet-

Controversial ‘Potato Chip’ moves through community board panel

ing of the board’s Parks and 
Recreation Committee, sev-
eral panel members pushed 
a last-minute resolution ask-
ing the board to oppose the 

amphitheater.
That resolution was dead-

locked 5-5 — but two absten-
tions were counted as “no” 
votes, and the resolution was 

defeated.
“I feel sick,” said commit-

tee member Lollie Reich.
But that nauseous feeling 

was not shared by people who 

support Markowitz’s plan to 
transform the sleepy seaside 
park on Surf Avenue between 
Ocean Parkway and W. Fifth 
Street into a new concert venue 

on par with the Westbury Mu-
sic Fair on Long Island.

“When I look at this plan, 
I see improvements for the 
park,” Gene Ritter said. “If 
I thought this was going to 
destroy the park, I’d be with 
you.”

Opponents believe the 
8,000-seat venue will play 
a detrimental role, given that 
it will consume virtually all 
of the active recreation space 
in the park, and amplified 
music might disturb residents 
of nearby buildings and con-
gregants in the two adjacent 
synagogues.

“I am for developing the 
park, but I am not for the proj-
ect as it stands now,” con-
cluded committee member 
Todd Dobrin.

Even if it had passed, the 
board’s resolution would only 
have been advisory. The Parks 
Department is actively look-
ing for a concert promoter to 
run the amphitheater. Borough 
Hall hopes to complete con-
struction in two years.

A year’s worth of anger boiled over at Wednesday night’s Community Board 13 hearing, as opponents 
of Borough President Markowitz’s $64-million amphitheater let board members have it.
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By Shavana Abruzzo
for The Brooklyn Paper

Hollywood heavyweight 
and social activist Danny 
Glover starred in another role 
when he came to Boerum 
Hill on April 19 — host of 
a fundraiser at the Deity 
Lounge.

Glover shared the bill with 
recording artist and music 
producer David Rudder dur-
ing an evening of cocktails 
and conversation at the Atlan-
tic Avenue nightclub to raise 
money for Something Posi-

tive Dance Company. 
The East Flatbush group 

was established by the late 
Cheryl Byron to promote the 
art and culture of the Afri-
can Diaspora through poetry, 
storytelling, theater, music 
and dance.

Glover impressed the 
crowd.

“He’s really cool, no affect 
at all,” said Artistic Direc-
tor Michael Manswell, add-
ing, “He told me that he has 
a deep respect for us as art-
ists.”

Other industry attendees 
included Schomberg Center 
Chief Howard Dodson; ce-
lebrity make-up artist Sam 
Fine; and Aubrey Lynch, 
an Alvin Ailey dancer and 
associate producer of Dis-
ney’s “The Lion King” on 
Broadway.

The conversation portion 
of the evening was as heady 
as the cocktail part, said Man-
swell, adding that both Glover 
and Rudder stressed the need 
for entrepreneurs to be “true 
to themselves.”

Hollywood actor Danny 
Glover shines in his new 
role as emcee at the 
Deity Lounge.
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Free Day Camp. 5 minutes from Exit 11S 
on the Belt Parkway. Located in Queens. 
The club is open for inspection. See the 
Web site for info or call 718-634-2900

Silver Gull Club, Inc. is an authorized concessioner of Gateway National Recreation Area, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior

A family of four can enjoy 
100 days of fun in the 
sun for as little as $2704 
for the entire summer.

DAILY USE RATE
$80 per cabana
$65 per cabinette
$60 per bath cabin
$50 per adult
$30 per child

www.silvergullclub.com

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 5/30/2010

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 5/30/2010

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 5/30/2010

$877
$13
Value
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85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home 
Delivery within 

Brooklyn

®

10%
OFF
ALL STORE 

MERCHANDISE 
WITH THIS AD

American 
Housewares

welcomes
Sid’s Hardware 

customers
Two fl oors 
of bed, bath, 
closet, kitchen, 
appliances, 
housewares, 
paint, outdoor, 
and hardware 
supplies!
Contractors & Corporate 
Accounts Welcome

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

The Weight is Over! 
 
 
 
 

The Lutheran HealthCare  
Surgical Weight Loss Institute  

Open House 
 

Featuring: 
Corneliu T. Vulpe, M.D. 

and 
Lisa Lobel, M.S., R.D., C.D.N. 

 

� MEET OUR SURGEONS AND THE BARIATRIC TEAM 
� FIND OUT ABOUT SURGICALLY ASSISTED 

WEIGHT LOSS OPTIONS  
� DETERMINE IF YOU ARE A CANDIDATE FOR 

WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY  
� HEAR STORIES FROM PATIENTS 
� LEARN ABOUT THE SUPPORT SERVICES WE OFFER 

 
 

Lutheran’s Surgical Weight Loss Institute accepts Medicaid, Medicare 
 and most major insurance plans. A sliding fee scale is available for 
patients without insurance. 

 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 
7 – 8 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutheran Medical & Dental Staff Auditorium  
150 55th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11220 

 
 

For information or directions call 718-667-8100 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Target trouble
The Target in the notori-

ous Atlantic Terminal Mall 
was yet again the scene of 
crime last week, when a fast-
handed perp stole a victim’s 
wallet while she shopped on 
April 19. 

The victim told cops that 
she got to the checkout line at 
around 7 pm and discovered 
the missing property when 
she reached into her pocket 
to pay. She quickly called to 
cancel her credit cards and 
found that the thief had al-
ready done some shopping 
at her expense.  

Marshall matter
Yet another shopper at 

the notorious Atlantic Cen-
ter Mall was burglarized by a 
sneaky perp on April 19.

The victim told cops that 
she got to the Marshall’s store 
inside the mall, which is be-
tween Fort Greene and S. El-
liot places, at around 2 pm, 
but didn’t notice that her purse 
was missing from her cart for 
another 20 minutes. 

Office offense 
A perp stole more than 

$1,000 in electronics from 
a Carlton Avenue apartment 
overnight on April 13. 

The victim told cops that 
the thief must have entered 
the building, which is be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Fulton Street, sometime at 
4:30 pm and before he re-
turned at 11:45 am the next 
day.

Bike business
A tricky intruder stole 

two bicycles from a Cum-
berland Street apartment on 
April 19. 

The victim told cops that 
she locked her bike in the lobby 
of her building, which is be-
tween Lafayette and DeKalb 
avenues, before she went to 
bed. When she went down-
stairs to walk her dog early 
the next morning, she noticed 
that her bike and another ten-
ant’s were missing.

Beat down 
A gang of bruisers and 

abusers threw its victim 
down a flight of stairs just 
to steal his empty wallet in 
a N. Portland Avenue build-
ing on April 20. 

The victim told police that 
he was in the building, which 
is between Myrtle Avenue 
and Tillary Street, to visit his 
cousin, but the gang of perps 
stopped him in his tracks at 
around 11:30 pm. The scuf-
fle happened so fast that the 
victim didn’t even know how 
many thieves were involved. 
He also could not remember 
how he got to the hospital.

Chain gang
A perp ripped a $900 

gold chain off of his victim’s 
neck at the corner of Fulton 
Street and Clinton Avenue 
on April 22.

The victim told police 
that she was at the corner at 
around 11 am when the grab 
went down. She hardly had 
time to react before the perp 
was running away with her 
chain and cuts on her neck 
were dripping with blood 
from the lacerations.

Hold up
A crook cornered his vic-

tim and stole her purse as 
she entered a Clifton Place 
building on April 22.

The victim told police that 
the thief approached her from 
behind at around 10:30 pm 
when she reached the build-
ing, which is between Grand 
and Classon avenues.

“Give me all your stuff 
and no one gets hurt,” the 
perp said, with his hand un-
der his jacket as though he 
had a gun.

The victim complied, but 
her bag was empty. 

Studious steal
A perp schooled a teacher, 

stealing her wallet with $125 

inside from a classroom at 
PS 11 on April 23. 

The victim told police 
that she left her bag inside 
the school, which is between 
Gates and Greene avenues, 
to dismiss students out front. 
When she returned at 3:30 
pm, she discovered that her 
wallet was missing. 

Taco take
A perp broke into the Ea-

gle City Taco restaurant and 
stole $800 on April 25, but 
left the tacos.

The restaurant owner told 
police that the perp must have 
broken in through the back 
window on the restaurant, 
which is between Washington 
Avenue and St. James Place. 
The victim said he had left 
the restaurant for just a half 
hour at noon only to return 
to find that a metal gate had 
been torn off the back win-
dow and his money was miss-
ing.  — Claire Glass

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Gershed
At least two bikes were 

stolen last week, but one 
lucky owner was happily 
reunited with his ride.

locked to a parking meter at 
Fourth Avenue and St. Marks 
Place on April 21. The owner 
of the $3,000 ride said he’d 
left it locked at around 7:50 
pm. An hour and a half later, 
it was gone.

the front gate of a Seventh 
Street apartment on April 21, 
but was caught after cops saw 
the jerk break the bike chain 
in the front of the building 
between Fourth and Fifth 
streets at around 3:10 pm. 
Officer Awad Talat slapped 
the cuffs on the 42-year-old 
suspect.

Broke in
A thief crept into a Degraw 

Street apartment through the 
roof vent and stole a com-
puter on April 21.

The tenant told cops she 
was last at her place between 
Fourth and Fifth streets at 
around 11:45 am. When she 
returned about seven hours 
later, her $2,500 laptop was 
missing.

— Stephen Brown

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Got hate?
A racist graffiti vandal 

smeared a swastika on a van 
used by a Jewish home for dis-
abled children on April 25.

Workers at the Hamaspik 
Assisted Living Facility on 
61st Street between 12th and 
13th avenues said that they 
found a swastika scrawled 
in white paint on the side of 
the van when they showed 
up early that morning. The 
vandalism occurred the night 
before, they said.

It was the second time the 
facility has been targeted by 
biased vandals, said Coun-
cilman David Greenfield (D-
Boro Park), who is offering 
$1,000 for information on the 
vandal’s identity and where-
abouts.

Anyone with information 
regarding this incident is 
asked to contact the NYPD 
CrimeStoppers hotline at 
(800) 577-TIPS. All calls will 
be kept confidential.

OwPhone
A thief socked a 19-year-

old straphanger during a 
botched iPhone robbery on 
April 20.

Police were told that the 
victim was exiting the Fort 
Hamilton Parkway station at 
62nd Street at 3:35 pm when 
a 20-year-old male raced over 
and demanded he hand over 
the pricey Apple product in 
his hand.

The victim refused and the 
perp punched him in the face, 
leaving him with a cut lip 
— but he still would not re-
linquish his beloved phone, 
forcing the thief to run off 
empty handed.

Speedy spree
A fast-moving mug-

ger robbed two women on 
April 20 and April 22, but 
he wasn’t quick enough to 
avoid the cops.

Police said that during the 
first robbery the thief ran by 
a 47-year-old woman nearing 
the corner of Fourth Avenue 
and 77th Street at 11:30 pm 
and yanked a purse off the 
woman’s arm as he passed.

The 21-year-old suspect 
was nabbed two days later 
after he held-up a second 
woman on 76th Street be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues — right in the same 
area.

In that incident, the perp 
followed a young woman 
from a nearby train station 
at around the same time 
and threatened to cut her 
throat.

He took $40 off his vic-
tim, but was arrested nearby 
after the young woman ran 
home and called 911, po-
lice said.

No escape
Fire escapes were a bur-

glar’s best friend in Bay 
Ridge this week. Here’s the 
rundown:

68th Street apartment be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 

avenues on April 19, remov-
ing $500 and two rings. Po-
lice said that the thief entered 
the home through a kitchen 
window connected to a fire 
escape.

police that a perp entered his 
apartment on 77th Street be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues sometime before 3:45 
pm on April 20. The thief 
came in through a rear win-
dow accessible by a fire es-
cape, removed a laptop com-
puter and a $900 speaker 
system and exited through 
the front door.

a Bay Ridge Avenue home 
on April 23, taking $240, a 
laptop computer and a digital 
camera. The third-floor ten-
ant in the apartment, which 
is between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues, said that he returned 
home at 4 pm to find his rear 
window open.

— Thomas Tracy

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Watchmen
Three thugs pulled a gun 

on a 15-year-old boy and took 
his watch on Flatbush Ave-
nue near Grand Army Plaza 
on April 15.

The teen said that he 
was nearing Plaza Street 
East train station at 4:50 
pm when the terrible trio 
jumped him.

Two of the suspects 
punched the victim in the 
face. The third flashed his 
gun as they forced him to give 
up his green Shock watch, 
cops said.

Car theft blues
Sad songs say so much  — 

and this guy’s got a doozy!
A 35-year-old musician 

told police that someone 
broke into his 2009 Toyota 
Corolla on April 19, taking 
three of his cherished gui-
tars.

The victim told police that 
he parked his vehicle on Pa-
cific Street between Under-
hill and Vanderbilt avenues 
at 3:30 pm before running 
some errands.

An hour later, he returned 
to find that someone had 
smashed his rear vent win-
dow and taken $1,200 in 
acoustic instruments.

 — Thomas Tracy 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

New wheels
A sneaky, mobile thief 

was arrested after pulling the 
ol’ switcheroo on a wheel-
chair store on Elm Place on 
April 16.

Employees told police that 
the perp came into the shop, 
which is near Fulton Street, 
aboard a wheelchair at about 
4:30 pm. He asked a few ques-
tions about the merchan-
dize, but when the cashiers 
weren’t looking he hopped 
onto some new wheels and 
left the store. Police nabbed 
him down the road after a 
low-speed chase.

iPhist
Three thugs were arrested 

for punching and stealing a 
phone from a woman on 
Third Avenue on April 21.

The victim told cops that 
she was near Nevins Street at 
about 3:25 pm when the three 
approached. One punched her 
in the face and another took 
her phone — but none of them 
got very far. Cops arrested 
them down the street.

Security watch
Security guards are sus-

pected in the theft of a watch 
on Joralemon Street on April 
23.

The victim alleges that he 
put his watch in a security bin 
at the Department of Finance 
building, which is between 
Court Street and Boerum 
Place, and when the bin came 
out the other side of the scan-
ner, his watch was gone.

Tea party
Some jerk jumped a shut-

tle bus driver and hit him in 
the head with a “tea can” on 
Sands Street on April 23.

The driver told police he 
was getting off the bus near 
Bridge Street at about 2:45 
pm when the perp attacked, 
hitting him over the head with 
a can and fleeing. The driver 
sustained cuts to the head.

Red handed
Four thugs were arrested 

after breaking into a Law-
rence Street business on 
April 23.

Metrotech Center security 
guards told police that they 
saw the four inside the busi-
ness, which is at Willoughby 
Street, at about 6:30 pm when 
it was closed. Police arrested 
the perps as they exited the 
building.

Stabbing spree
A man was arrested for 

impaling two people with an 
ice pick over two days start-
ing on April 22.

At 8:40 pm the first day, the 
brute allegedly had a dispute 
with a victim on Schermer-

horn Street near Smith Street. 
The victim told police that the 
argument got heated quickly, 
and the jerk ended up stab-
bing him in the neck with an 
ice pick before he got into his 
truck nearby and left. The vic-
tim was “not likely” to die at 
the time, according to the po-
lice report.

On April 23, the same 
pick-wielding hooligan had 
another argument with a 
passerby on Hanover Place 
and Fulton Streets at 1:18 
pm. The perp alleged that 
the victim was arguing 
with his girlfriend, so he did 
what anyone would do — he 
stabbed him in the arm with 
the ice pick. Police arrested 
the perp a short time later. 
 — Andy Campbell

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Just nasty
A lying truck driver at-

tacked a woman and took her 
purse on Driggs Avenue on 
April 23.

The woman told police 
that she was near Manhat-
tan Avenue at about 8:45 pm 
when the man pulled up in 
his truck, screaming that 
he needed help. When the 
kind victim moved closer, he 
punched her in the face, got 
out of his truck and kicked 
her repeatedly. He also stole 
her purse, which contained 
$500, and drove off.

Pizza job
Some jerks broke into 

Vinnie’s Pizzeria on Nassau 
Street and stole the cash reg-
ister on April 18.

An employee who was 
driving by the shop — which 
is between Monitor Street and 
Kingsland Avenue — at 12:50 
am noticed that the shop’s 
gate was slightly raised. In-
side, he saw that the cash reg-
ister, which once held $2,250, 
was missing.

Car thefts
There were at least three 

cars and some rims sto-
len in Greenpoint — all on 
April 20:

rims and tires off a car that 
was parked on Skillman Ave-
nue near Lorimer Street. The 
owner arrived at 9 am to find 
his car on blocks.

Civic from its spot at N. Sev-
enth Street and Meeker Av-
enue at about 10 pm.

time, a 2009 Honda Accord 
was being taken from its spot 
on Newel Street near Driggs 
Avenue.

Mazda from its spot at Skill-
man Avenue and Leonard 
Street.

Cop ears
A man was promptly ar-

rested after he punched a 
woman in the head and took 
her purse on Graham Ave-
nue on April 20.

The woman was near Jack-
son Street at about 12:50 pm 
when the thug attacked, 
punching her repeatedly in 
the back of the head. When he 
took her purse, she screamed 
and, luckily, an officer was 
within earshot and chased 
down the mugger.

Thankful thug
An apparently gracious 

jerk stole a man’s phone and 
thanked him on India Street 
on April 22.

The victim was leaving 
his apartment, which is be-
tween Manhattan Avenue and 
McGuinness Boulevard, when 
the thief approached from be-
hind at 4:30 pm and demanded 
his phone. Before he could re-
act, the thug swiped the cell 
and said, “Thank you,” be-
fore taking off.

— Andy Campbell

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Stray shot
A bullet ripped into a 

man’s leg on Humboldt Street 
on April 19.

The victim was near 
Flushing Avenue at 3:45 pm 
when he heard the sound of 
a gun and felt pain in his 
right leg. He was taken to 
the hospital and treated for 
his wounds

Home invasion
A noisy burglar broke into 

an apartment on Boerum 
Street on April 19, waking 
a tenant who locked her bed-
room door and quivered in-
side.

The perp forced open the 
front door of the building near 
Bushwick Avenue at 1:30 pm 
and took two laptops worth 
$3,700 and $200 in jewelry, 
before leaving.

Temple theft
An unholy thief broke into 

a Ross Street synagogue on 
April 20 and stole money 

from tzedakah boxes.
The thief bent the temple’s 

front door near Bedford and 
Lee Avenues at 11:30 pm, en-
tered, and took $500 from the 
shul’s office before fleeing.

Guitar villiain
A thief broke into a Rod-

ney Street apartment — using 
the keys! — and took a man’s 
guitars on April 19.

The victim told cops that 
he had lost his keys a week 
earlier. As a result, at about 
noon, the crook easily entered 
the building near S. Fourth 
Street and lifted a $2,000 gui-
tar and a $200 bass.

Phone nab
A chatty thief plucked his 

victim’s phone while she was 
on a call with her aunt on Lo-
rimer Street on April 21.

The victim pulled her 
phone out to call her aunt 
when the thief approached 
her at 3:20 pm and yoinked 
her Sidekick out of her hand. 
He then ran down Boerum 
Street while she stood and 
watched him flee.

Keyboard pluck
A musical thief saw his op-

portunity to share his song, 
nabbing a keyboard from an 
unlocked car parked out-
side his victim’s home on 
Hewes Street overnight on 
April 19.

The crook approached the 
car near Marcy Avenue af-
ter 10 pm, opening the un-
locked door and grabbing the 
$1,800 keyboard while the 
victim was sleeping. He no-
ticed the crime when he woke 
up, rested, at 10 am.

Off road
An adventurous felon stole 

an SUV parked on Scholes 
and Humboldt Streets on 
April 16, making off with 
the victim’s bike, laptop, 
and camera while she was 
in town for the weekend.

The perp broke into the 
car between 11:55 pm on 
April 16 and 2 pm on April 
18, and drove away with the 
wheels and $18,950 worth of 
property.

Laptop lift
A sneaky thief broke into 

a Judge Street apartment on 
April 23 and grabbed two 
laptops while its tenants 
were out.

The thief forced open the 
rear windows of the building 
near Powers Street between 
8 am and 6:30 pm. Once in-
side, he helped himself to two 
computers and fled.

— Aaron Short
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Fans of the Beatles and burlesque — this 
is your ticket to ride.

Inspired by David Bowie glam rock tributes, 
a new show in Williamsburg is all about the 
Fab Four — and the teasing performance art 

known as burlesque.
The two, according 

to the show’s creator, 
Calamity Chang, are 
a natural fit. 

“The Beatles were 
transgressors in a time 
of political unrest much 
like now,” said Chang, 
aka “Yoko Chang,” who 
hosts the monthly show 

at Public Assembly, next up on May 10. “Through 
burlesque, which is a transgressive art form in it-
self, it seemed like the perfect event that can reach 
more than just an insular community.”

John, Paul, Ringo and George are chan-
neled by the tribute band Ticket to Ride, who 
back up the performers as they strip and sing 
along to songs pulled from the Beatles’ exten-
sive canon, such as the raunchy “Why Don’t 
We Do It In The Road?”

A natural fit, indeed.
Beatles Burlesque at Public Assembly [70 

N. Sixth St. between Wythe and Kent av-
enues in Williamsburg, (718) 384-4586], May 
10 at 9 pm. Tickets $10. For info, visit www.
beatlesburlesque.com. — Meredith Deliso

A new bake shop in Gowanus has a fairy 
tale name — but there’s nothing make believe 
about the quality. 

At Four and Twenty Blackbirds, sisters Melissa 
and Emily Elsen dream up classic pies with a twist, 
like their apple and pear with rosewater.

“Everything has a 
twist,” said Melissa 
Elsen. “We wanted to 
make our pies fresh and 
interesting.”

The two sisters 
were practically born 
to make pies, growing 
up helping their grand-
mother bake pies for their small-town family 
restaurant in South Dakota. 

The duo still focuses on the handmade, 
homemade wisdom of their grandmother, 
but their pies have since grown a little more 
sophisticated.

“She used lard in her pie crusts,” said Me-
lissa Elsen. “Lard makes a great crust, but we 
think butter tastes a lot better.”

If pie isn’t your thing, there are still more than a 
few reasons to head to Gowanus. Namely, quiches, 
house-made breakfast items, Irving Farm Cof-
fee and a gorgeous, sunny space that’s already 
begun to attract neighborhood laptops.

But if it is pie you crave, get there early 
—  the sisters are often sold out by mid-af-
ternoon. You know what they say: the early 
bird gets the pie.

Four & Twenty Blackbirds [439 Third Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Gowanus, (718) 499 2917]. For 
info, visit www.birdsblack.com.

— Kristen V. Brown

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

urns out, the “Bike Snob” is any-
thing but. 

For more than two years, the Snob, 
the alter-ego of Kensington resident Eben 
Weiss, hid behind a blogger’s anonymity, 
making biting observations of the bike 
scene while also poking fun at its some-
times-elitist and 
always-insular 
culture. 

Now, with a 
new attitude — 
oh, and a book 
that he’s trying 
to sell — Weiss 
has a mission: 
to “systemati-
cally and mer-
cilessly realign 
the world of cycling” and bring it into 
the mainstream. 

To achieve this goal, Weiss’s book, 
“Bike Snob,” offers two sections that will 
be of great interest to any rider familiar 
with Brooklyn’s mean streets: a survival 
guide for coping with careless drivers, as 
well as a run-down of all types of bike 
riders, from hipsters on fixies to meat-
heads on tricked-out racing bikes. 

In the helpful section, “Why is every-
one trying to kill me?” Weiss delves into 
the terrifying experience of riding a bike 
in the city, offering some clever words of 
caution — namely how to best cope with 
road rage while being stuck on an excep-
tionally vulnerable vehicle. 

“As much as I hate, ‘Get out of the 
road!’ ” Weiss writes, “I’d rather have 
someone yell that at me than have some-

one almost kill me because he didn’t even 
know I was there. At least being yelled at 
means I matter.”

The Bike Snob is filled with such prag-
matic advice. Indeed, I ended up on the 
wrong end of the Snob’s razor-sharp wit 
when I attempted to justify riding against 
traffic in Prospect Park as a shortcut — 

or “bike salmon” as Weiss 
calls it.  

“Why not 
ride around 
the park [with 
traffic]? It’s a 
beautiful day! 
Or ride in the 
street!” Weiss 
fired back. “All 
is chaos if you 
salmon. You see 
cars drive through 
the park — they 
don’t drive against 
traffic. They don’t 

complain, ‘Oh, what am I supposed to do, 
drive around the whole park?’ ”

Aside from that one eviscerating take-
down, Weiss was quite agreeable — not 
elitist in the least. In fact, I was relieved 
to hear him say I didn’t even fit into any 
of the categories of cyclists that he de-
fines in his book. 

But one of the species of cyclists he ex-
amines was on display in Prospect Park 
the day we went for a ride: the “Contrap-
tion Captains,” who mount odd variations 
of the bicycle in which they lean back and 
pedal in front of them.

“[The bike] places the rider in an odd 
position with his feet kicking at the air 
like he’s defending himself from an at-
tacking eagle,” he said.

Weiss similarly characterizes another 
familiar cycling sight — the “Urban Cy-
clist” who generally dwells in Williams-
burg. As Weiss describes them: “The Ur-
ban Cyclist is one of the very few groups 
of cyclists among whom cigarette smoking 
is not acceptable, but considered ‘cool,’ 
which is sort of like being really into per-
formance cars but driving around with 
rags shoved up your tailpipe.” 

For now, Weiss’s goal is to demystify 
bike riding, but it was only last month that 
the Bike Snob emerged from the shad-
ows himself.

“It gets gimmicky after a while — be-
ing the anonymous, wiseass blogger,” said 
Weiss. “It was great in the beginning, be-
cause I could just write and people wouldn’t 
picture the author. They could enjoy it 
more — it spoke for itself.”

But now Weiss’s witty take on the bike 
world has been put in book form and he’ll 
be hopscotching around the country to pro-
mote it. And after that come the inevita-
ble charges that he has sold out.

“Are you kidding? Look at me! I have 
no money! How could I have sold out?” 
Weiss said. 

Our ride with the writer 
also known as ‘Bike Snob’

Look, there are lots of restaurants on Smith 
Street — and many of them are great — but 
none of them served us a plate of seared sashimi-
grade tuna over beans and herbs as good as 
Verde did last week.

Chef Dino Castri (pictured) is behind the 
stove at Cono Moreno’s 
new venture, and though 
the menu features a wide 
range of antipasti, sal-
ads, pastas and meat 
dishes (including a salty-
briny spaghetti with sea 
urchin and scallops), the 
tonno con purea di le-
gume ($27.50) is the 
standout — just charred 
enough on the outside to 
create a contrast to the 

almost buttery raw tuna inside.
And when it’s consumed in such a delight-

ful setting — a former Laundromat that’s been 
converted into a sophisticated, warmly lit room 
with a lively bar scene and a quiet garden — 
it tastes even better.

Also, don’t miss that flourless chocolate 
cake with sea salt for dessert.

Verde [216 Smith St. between Baltic and 
Butler streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 222-
1525]. — Gersh Kuntzman

 “Bike Snob” Eben 
Weiss will be reading 
at Powerhouse Arena 
[37 Main St. between 
Water and Front 
streets in DUMBO. 
(718) 666-3049] on 
May 1 at 2 pm.

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO
718-625-9352

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

NEXT WEEK ON WATER STREET...

Mother’s Day 
Brunch

Brunch served 10:30am to 4pm

Enjoy the Jazz sounds of Water  
Street’s favorite resident band,  

The Steele Greye Band (1pm to 4pm)

All Moms receive a White 
Chocolate Rose and a  

Water Street Restaurant  
$10 Gift Certificate.*

Call for Reservations 718-625-9352

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

“Take an 
Asian dining 
ride and explore 
the talents of a 
kitchen that serves 
up cuisine with 
tranquility, fair prices 
and good tastes.” 
— DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

Eat TURKISH at

142 Montague St., 2nd Fl.
(bet. Clinton & Henry)
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 875-2211

Serving lunch & dinner 7 days

Turkish Culture and Cuisine in 
Brooklyn Heights

 
with free glass of wine or dessert*

 

  
and Catering

Roll with it: Eben Weiss, best known as “the Bike Snob,” shows off his form near 
Prospect Park.
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evenge is rarely as gripping, 
vicious and, yes, fun, as it is 
on stage at the BAM Harvey 

in August Strindberg’s “Creditors” 
— a thoroughly modern take on the 
battle of the sexes.

Though written in 1888 by, 
let’s face it, the sometimes-insane 
Swedish Modernist, “Creditors” 

retains its freshness and insight 
into male-female relations that 
must have been shocking more 

than a century ago.
There’s no fat in this brisk, 

90-minute war, directed by the ac-
tor, Alan Rickman. The play starts 
in the middle of a deep conversation 
between a young artist Adolph (Tom 
Burke) and an older man, Gustav 
(Owen Teale), with Adolph in mid-

Tom Burke and Owen Teale in the BAM’s production of “Creditors.” 
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Great acting brings Strindberg to life
The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

See GOLD on page 7
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FRI, APRIL 30
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: An-

nual blooming of the amazing Japa-
nese cherry trees. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

THEATER, “THE VIGIL OR THE 
GUIDED CRADLE”: A play about 
torture. $18. 8 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (212) 352-3101], www.
bricktheater.com. 

ANNUAL CHARTER DAY CONVOCA
TION: Recognizing students and 
educators at the college. Free. 3–5 
pm. St. Francis College [180 Rem-
sen St., between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489-5200]. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: Dancers 
dodge cinder blocks, fly through 
the air and, as the name suggests, 
run up walls in the Streb company’s 
latest. $20 (adults), $10 (kids). 7 pm. 
STREB Lab for Action Mechanics 
[51 N. First St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-6491], www.streb.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: With Steven 
Beck on harpsichord and piano. 
$35 ($30 seniors, $15 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, ANTIETAM: $10. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT, OMNI EN
SEMBLE: Works by Bach, Debussy, 
Stravinsky and others. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between St. Johns 
and Lincoln places in Park Slope, 
(718) 622-3300], www.bqcm.org. 

DANCE, “THANKS FOR NOTHIN”: 
Performance by Abigail Browde. 
Part of AIR Festival. $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Arts Ex-
change [421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-
0018], www.bax.org. 

MUSIC, MARIGO FARR: $5. 8:30 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street Water-
front, (718) 395-3214], www.jalopy.
biz. 

MUSIC, TRAIN WRECK: $5. 9:15 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street Water-
front, (718) 395-3214], www.jalopy.
biz. 

MUSIC, HOWARD FISHMAN: Folk 
and jazz. 10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com. 

MUSIC, “ELECTRODYNAMICS”: An 
evening of whacked-out instrumen-

seum.org. 
DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 3 pm and 

7 pm. See Friday, April 30. 
MUSIC, VERSION CITY PARTY: With 

King Django’s Roots and Culture 
Band, Kevin Batchelor, Shem’s 
Disciples. $12 ($10 in advance). 7 
pm. Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

MUSIC, “IT’S TIME”: Featuring Mike 
Clark, Lenny White, Fred Wesley, 
Brian Jackson, Richie Goods, and 
Azar Lawrence. $25 ($15 students, 
seniors). 7:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488-1624], www.brooklyn.liu.
edu/KumbleTheater. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: With NEOS 
Quartet. $40 ($35 seniors, $15 stu-
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

DANCE, “THANKS FOR NOTHIN”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

MUSIC, SAMMO: Musician, singer, 
writer, poet and comedian. $10. 
9 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, THE FLANKS: Country. $10. 
10 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, JOHANN JOHANNSON, 
LICHENS: $15. 10 pm. Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855-3388], www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ALEX BATTLES: $10. 11 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street Water-
front, (718) 395-3214], www.jalopy.
biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-

lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am–4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 9 am–5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. Noon–8 
pm. Artists and Fleas (129 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg), www.
artistsandfleas.com. 

BAX SPRING SUPER STOOP SALE: 
Sift through your basement, clos-

Street in Boerum Hill, (718)| 596-
0449]. 

HEALTH, THIRD ANNUAL PTA RUN/
WALK FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 
$15. 10 am–1 pm. Bartel Pritchard 
Square [Prospect Park West at 
15th Street in Park Slope, (718) 499-
1090], www.brooklynpta.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE VIGIL OR THE 

GUIDED CRADLE”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, April 30. 

URBAN DANCE WORKSHOP: The 
Educated Voices presents electric 
boogie and break dance instruc-
tion. Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary Bed-Stuy branch [496 Franklin 
Ave. at Hancock Street in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 415.3474]. 

ART, FIRST SATURDAYS: Including an 
eco-fair, music, dance, art, film and 
more. Free. 5–11 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.brooklynmu-

tal music. 10 pm. The Trophy Bar 
[351 Broadway, between Keap and 
Rodney streets in Williamsburg, 
(347) 227-8515], www.trophybar.
blogspot.com. 

SAT, MAY 1

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL: See 

Friday, April 30. 
SPRING FLING: Enjoy great shopping, 

music, and food, kids activities such 
as face painting, arts and crafts, 
dance contests, field games and 
more. Free. 10 am – 4 pm. Public 
School 20 [225 Adelphi St. between 
Willoughby and DeKalb avenues in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 303-4307], www//
ps20.org.

PLANT SALE: Colorful annuals, peren-
nials and shrubs for gardens, tree 
pits, window boxes and contain-
ers. Free. 10 am–6 pm. Hoyt Street 
Association [110 Hoyt St. at Pacific 

WHERE TO
SUNDAY
May 2

House party
Brooklyn voyeurs, 
here’s your first 
chance to see how 
the other half lives — 
the other half that 
lives better than you 
do, that is. Today’s 
Fort Greene house 
tour starts with a 
behind-the-scenes 
tour of BAM’s main 
theater before mov-
ing on to local artists’ 
studios. It’s a tour 
befitting one of the 
city’s most-beautiful 
neighborhoods.

Noon–5 pm. Fort Greene 
House Tour [meets at 
Lafayette Avenue and 
Fulton Street, (718) 875-
1855). Tickets are $20. 
For info, visit www.his-
toricfortgreene.org/
house-tour-2010.

MONDAY
May 3

Dirty job
When Ian Cheney 
takes his truck for a 
spin, he keeps more 
than spades and fer-
tilizer in the back — 
he brings his whole 
garden with him. The 
Red Hook filmmaker, 
who grows crops out 
of the back of his 
1968 Dodge pickup 
truck, will talk about 
his adventures in 
urban farming as part 
of the Open City Dia-
logue lecture series at 
Pete’s Candy Store. 
One thing is certain: 
his radishes are 
unleaded.

7:30 pm. Ian Cheney at 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. near Richard-
son Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302-3770]. For 
info, visit www.
petescandystore.com.

WEDNESDAY
May 5

Name 
dropping
Park Slope’s over-
achieving elemen-
tary school, PS 107, 
has done it again — 
this time snagging 
big name memoiris-
tas, Alexandra Sty-
ron and Bliss Broyard 
(pictured) to dish 
about their high-pro-
file dads (depressive 
William Styron and 
sort-of black man 
Anatole Broyard). 
When these gals air 
the dirty laundry, it’s 
definitely for the 
third-graders!

7:30 pm. Alexandra Styron 
and Bliss Broyard at PS 107 
[1301 Eighth Ave. at 13th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
499-2054]. Tickets are $10. 

FRIDAY
May 7

Necking
You’re more likely to 
see the names Dior, 
Schiaparelli and Lan-
vin in fashion maga-
zines, but they’ll also 
be at the Brooklyn 
Museum  for the first 
large-scale exhibition 
from its enormous 
fashion collection in 
20 years. Our favorite 
piece is Elisa Schia-
parelli famous “Insect 
Necklace” — a colla-
boration with Sur-
realist Salvador Dali. 
Don’t wear it on the 
subway!

10 am-6 pm: “American 
High Style” at the Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 638-5000]. 
Admission $10. 

SATURDAY
May 8

Ashing a lot
Some Euro ash nearly 
spoiled the “Euro-
trash.” But now that 
air travel has returned, 
the Brooklynite Gal-
lery is showing off two 
influential street art-
ists: Norwegian stencil 
artist Dolk and Polish 
muralist M-City. We 
like Dolk, whose 
monochromatic 
pieces often feature 
something yellow — a 
nod to Andy Warhol’s 
banana. That reminds 
us to order a daiquiri.

7 pm. “Eurotrash” at 
Brooklynite Gallery [334 
Malcolm X. Blvd. between 
Decatur and Bainbridge 
streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (347) 405-
5976]. For info, visit www.
brooklynitegallery.com.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

TUES, MAY 4

 Monthly meeting. CEC 15 
office [131 Livingston St. between 
Red Hook Lane and Smith Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 935-4267]. 

 Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway trench enhancement 
study. 6:30 pm. Long Island 
College Hospital [339 Hicks St., 

near the corner of Atlantic Avenue 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027]. 

 
Workshop to improve the pedestri-
an environment between Atlantic 
and Hamilton avenues. 6:30–8:30 
pm. Long Island College Hospital 
[339 Hicks St., near Atlantic Avenue 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027], 
www.nycedc.com. 
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STORIES IN STONE

2010

20 indie films in 10 days along Fifth Avenue

 (Dean to 18th Streets), Park Slope, Brooklyn

Screenings are FREE  
with a $10 minimum  
purchase at the hosting  
bar or restaurant.

 For a complete listing of films and locations check our website after April 20:
www.ParkSlopeFifthAvenueBID.com

April 30 - May 9

 The Spring Food and Craft Market comes to the 
Brooklyn Lyceum May 1 and 2.



April 30–May 6, 2010 AWP  7

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
 View our menu at www.101nyc.com

RESTAURANT/BAR

We Deliver Lunch & Dinner!

Call for a FREE consultation with our
Landscape Design Division

Beautiful, Worry-Free
Landscaping Begins with

Dragonetti Brothers

Let us personalize your landscape design and create 
your dreamscape with creative and distinctive solutions.

FREE ESTIMATES - “One call does it all”

Ph: 718-451-1300   Fax: 718-451-2655
Visit Our Full Service Nursery, Garden Center, and Florist

1875 Ralph Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234
Ph: 718-241-3172   Fax: 718-241-3882

www.dragonettibrothers.com
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BROTHERS

10% OFF

Any job over $500

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

$5 OFF

Purchases over $50

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

$2 OFF

Propane Tank Refi ll

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

$10 OFF

Purchases over $100

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

breakdown. Already weak-
ened by the notion that his 
sexy, modern, free-thinking 
wife, Tekla, is cheating on him, 
Gustav opens up ever more 
painful wounds, namely that 
his wife is, indeed, cheating, 
but, worse, she doesn’t even 
appreciate him.

Those first 30 minutes com-
prise an amazing piece of the-
ater as Gustav — whom we 
only slowly realize is the hus-
band that Tekla tossed aside in 
favor of the callow Adolph — 
plays the role of sympathetic 
friend even as he is picking 
apart his rival, pouring into 
him the notion that he has sto-
len another man’s wife and that 
someday, the bill for that debt 
will come due.

Having concluded his au-
topsy on Adolph’s soul, Gustav 
withdraws, and in enters Te-
kla (Anna Chancellor) like a 
dervish — fresh from flirting 
with the entire all-boy 
crew of the ferry that 
delivered her back to 
her husband. The re-
united lovers quar-
rel, flirt and quarrel 
again. Like many mar-
ried men, he wants his 
adoration for his wife to be 
enough to satisfy her need to 
be adored. But it is not enough, 
and he storms off, saying he 
will be on the 8 pm boat out 
of town.

Gustav re-enters, and the 
war enters its final battle. Ini-
tially, Tekla is happy to see her 
ex, whom she credits with hav-
ing made her what she is today 
— a woman in full.

Gustav wants payment on 
that debt — and Tekla agrees. 
But once he has his sweet re-

venge over his wife, Gustav 
doesn’t even bother to take it; 
he knows Adolph is listening 
on the other side of the door, so 
horrified that his wife would 
betray him this time that he 
has become catatonic.

Curtain!
“Creditors” is often de-

rided as a minor work of 
Strindberg, whose supposed 
masterpiece is the oft-staged 
“Miss Julie.” But seeing three 
brilliant actors destroying 

each other on stage — and 
getting laughs from a taut 
script, too — revives one’s 
faith in the theater. There are 
no “minor” works, just un-
imaginative theaters that just 
want to stage the same old 
Shakespeare all the time.

But unlike those tired 
productions, “Creditors” is 
a must-see play — a play of 
ideas and conflict that gets at 
the very core of what it means 
to be a flawed human being 
in a modern world.

Continued from page 5

By Meredith Deliso
for The Brooklyn Paper

ho needs to sound your barbaric 
yawp over the roofs of the world 
when you can sing it?

This month, Walt Whitman’s mas-
terpiece “Song of Myself” gets the 
musical-theater treatment, thanks 
to the troupe Compagnia de’ Co-
lombari, which has rechristened the 
Brooklyn bard’s beloved poem as 
“More or Less I Am.”

The production honors Whitman’s 
celebration of American diversity 
through an international mix of ac-
tors, musicians and children speak-
ing and singing Whitman’s words, 

with music courtesy of genre-defying 
string ensemble Brooklyn Rider.

“Whitman intended ‘Song of My-
self’ to inspire unity at a time when 
the country was divided, and today 
the poem is more relevant than ever,” 
said director Karin Coonrod.

The show about diversity will 
travel the borough for performances 
in the diverse settings as Bargemu-
sic in DUMBO (a benefit launch on 
May 5), Fort Greene Park (May 6), 
and the Old Stone House (May 11) 
in Park Slope.

Audience members are also wel-
come to play a role in the production. 
So start practicing those yawps.

“More or Less I Am” at Bargemu-
sic [2 Old Fulton St. at Furman Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], May 5 
at 8 pm; Fort Greene Park [Dekalb 
Avenue and Cumberland Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 722-3218], May 6 
at 7 pm; Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], May 11 at 7 pm. Last 
two shows are free. For info, visit 
www.colombari.org.

New adaptation of Whitman’s masterpiece

 Members of the theater troupe Compagnia 
de’ Colombari set Whitman’s “Song of Myself” to music and will 
be performing in three venues next month.

 “Creditors” at BAM Harvey 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636- 4100], 
through May 16.

Anna Chancellor in the 
BAM Harvey’s produc-
tion of “Creditors.” 
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Spring has sprung 
and we’re springing 

for more interest.

       Member FDIC 

Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 

www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

Hurry, offer  
ends May 31st.

BestRate Checking

1.35%
APY1 
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

Earn one of the highest interest rates  
in the nation, plus get up to $1502 

simply for opening an account.

1 New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 
1.35% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period 
the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective March 22, 2010. You must maintain an 
average balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the 
monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice.

2 New checking accounts and new money only. In order to qualify for the $150 you must open a new 
active checking account with new money, sign up for and receive direct deposit and complete 5 debit 
card purchases of $25 or more. Purchases must be completed prior to 45 days after the end of the 
promotion. The promotion compensation will be credited to the checking account 60 days after the 
promotion ends. The promotion ends on May 31, 2010 and is subject to change and early termination 
without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. This 
offer is limited to one per household. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for offer details including balance requirements and certain fees that may apply. 
Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE...
DONATE BLOOD TODAY!

WHEN: Monday, May 10 
 2:30 pm – 8 pm

WHERE: The BusMobile in front 
of Crunch, 330 Flatbush Avenue 
(between Seventh Ave. and Sterling Pl.)

FOR MORE INFO:  
(718) 783-1685 or www.nfbid.com

Donating blood is literally giving the gift 
of life. Each day, the NY Blood Center 

needs close to 2,000 people to roll up their 
sleeves to give that gift. There is simply no 
substitute for voluntarily donated blood. 
Without donors, our community would not 
have an adequate blood supply. Please join 
us by donating blood today!

presents 

2nd Annual Blood Drive
Co-sponsored by Crunch and Kings Pharmacy

The North Flatbush Avenue 
Business Improvement District

year olds must be accompanied by parent.

Receive a FREE two 
week guest pass 
to Crunch when 

you donate blood

FREE TOTE BAG FILLED WITH GOODIES FOR ALL DONORS!

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler

ets, shelves and help the 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange at 
the same time. Free. 11 am 
– 5 pm. [Third St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

SPRING FOOD AND CRAFT 
MARKET: Workshops, 
crafters, food artisans ga-
lore. Free. 11 am–7 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklyn-
lyceum.com. 

OTHER
TALK, “PODSTROCHINIK”: 

Featuring excerpts from 
the eight-hour film, as well 
as a discussion with the 
director, Oleg Dorman. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

ART OPENING, “DRAWING 
BLOOD”: Works by Eric 
Ayote, Eliza Myrie, Owen 
Rundquist, Karin Stothart, 
Brian Zegeer. 6–9 pm. 
Work (65 Union St. at Van 
Brunt Street in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.redtinshack.
com. 

MAY DAY FAMILY FUND
RAISER/DANCE: With 
music by Ethan Schlesser, 
the Bilger Family Band and 
others. Includes buffet din-
ner. $25 for two. 6 pm to 

9 pm. Old First Reformed 
Church [729 Carroll St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-8300]. 

FILM, “THE GOLDEN 

 As part of a Jean 
Renoir retrospective. $12 
($8 members). 6:50 pm 
and 9:15 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

SUN, MAY 2

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTI

VAL: See Friday, April 30. 
PLANT SALE: 11 am–4 pm. 

See Saturday, May 1. 
GREENPOINT EARTH DAY 

FESTIVAL: Educational dis-
plays and vendors; activities 
for kids; greencycle swap; 
art, science and writing 
contests, live music, and 
more. Free. 11 am–4 pm. 
McCarren Park [780 Lorimer 
St. between Driggs Avenue 
and Bayard Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 559-1410]. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE VIGIL OR 

THE GUIDED CRADLE”: 7 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

MUSIC, KINDIEFEST: A Fam-
ily Music Festival: Featuring 
Ralph Covert, Bill Harley, 
Secret Agent 23 Skidoo, 
Recess Monkey, The Royal 
Order of Chords and Keys 
& Kate Lynch. $15. 11:30 
am. Littlefield [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855-3388], www.little-
fieldnyc.com. 

FILM, THE GREAT MUPPET 
 

$7. 2 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

CLASSIC AND CONTEM
PORARY SHOWTUNES: 
Featuring soloists from the 
Regina Opera company. 
$5 - 10. 3 pm. Regina Hall 
[1230 65th St. at 12th Ave-
nue in Dyker Heights, (718) 
232-3555], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

MUSIC, SONGS OF PEACE 
AND LOVE: Featuring the 
Bella Voce Singers. $5 do-
nation. 3 pm. Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church [7420 
Fourth Ave. at Bay Ridge 
Parkway in Bay Ridge, (212) 
846-4845], www.bellavo-
cesingers.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN PHIL
HARMONIC: Featuring 
works by Balakirev, Cui, 
Mussorgsky, Rimsky-Korsa-
kov and Borod. Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 643-3027].

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 3 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

MUSIC, FERAL FOSTER: Folk. 
$10. 8 pm. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, STEPHANE WREM
BEL: Mixes up the tradi-
tional Django repertoire 
along gypsy swing re-in-
terpretations of standards. 
9 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, TIK TOK: $10. 10:30 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 am–5 

pm. See Saturday, May 1. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon–8 

pm. See Saturday, May 1. 
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 

am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

SPRING FOOD AND CRAFT 
MARKET: 11 am–7 pm. See 
Saturday, May 1. 

OTHER
TALK, DOUGLAS KEIS

TER: Author of “Stories In 
Stone.” Free or $5 dona-
tion. 1 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue 
and 25th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 768-7300], www.
green-wood.com. 

TALK, MELVIN VAN PEE
BLES: The filmmaker dis-
cusses his work and the 
independent spirit that 
guided his business and 
creative choices as part of 
the PEN World Voices Fes-
tival. Free. 1:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100].

 As 
part of a Jean Renoir ret-
rospective. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 2, 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

MON, MAY 3
FILM, “TOM & JERRY”: 

$6.50. 4 pm. Cobble Hill 
Cinema [265 Court St. be-
tween Butler & Douglass 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
596-9113], www.cobble-
hilltheatre.com. 

READING, PETE BEVER
IDGE: Author of “Domestic 
Diversity.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between South 
Elliott Place and South 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
abookstoreinbrooklyn.

blogspot.com. 
BINDLESTIFF FAMILY 

CIRKUS: Variety stage 
show. $5. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

MUSIC, SOUNDPAINTINGS: 
Inspired by Sarah Ruhl’s 
“Passion Play.” $25. 8 
pm. Irondale Center [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 352-3101], www.
irondale.org. 

MUSIC, “THE CUPCAKE DIA
RIES”: With Susan Hwang, 
Tippy Canoe, AntonetteG, 
and Shellhead. 8 pm. 
Goodbye Blue Monday 
(1087 Broadway at Dod-
worth Street in Bushwick), 
www.goodbye-blue-mon-
day.com. 

MUSIC, TONY SCHERR AND 
SPECIAL GUESTS: $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, OPEN JAM SESSION 
AND MIC: Hosted by John 
McNeil. $6. 9 pm–1 am. 
Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 Fifth 
Ave. at 11th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, CHICHA LIBRE: Mix-
ture of latin rhythms, surf 
music and psychedelic pop 
inspired by Peruvian music. 
9:30 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, MAY 4
HEALTH, BLOOD DRIVE: 

Teachers, staff, parents, 
neighbors and friends are 
invited to give the “gift of 
life.” Free. 1–7 pm. David 
A. Boody Intermediate 
School for Magnet Studies- 
IS 228 [228 Ave. S between 
West Fourth and W. Fifth 
streets in Gravesend, (718) 
375-7635]. 

FILM, “THE DOCTOR’S HOR

TESTAMENT DU DOC
 As 

part of a Jean Renoir ret-
rospective. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Free. 6–8 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, GRETA AND GOLD 
MOTEL: Former Hush 
Sound member Greta Mor-
gan performs with her new 
band. $10. 6:30 pm. Knit-
ting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(773) 255-6052], www.
goldmotel.com. 

MUSIC, DANCE THEATRE 
ETCETERA BENEFIT 
PARTY: $25-$75. 6:30–8:30 
pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], www.spsounds.com. 

MUSIC, ALLISON MILLER: 
Jazz. 7 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, CHAPTERHOUSE, 
ULRICH SCHNAUSS, 
SOUNDPOOL: $25 ($22.50 
in advance). 7:30 pm. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

THE MOON SHOW: Vari-
ety show hosted by Nat 
Towsen and Bob Walles. 
Free. 8 pm. The Royal Oak 
(594 Union Ave. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg), 

www.royaloaknyc.com/
royal_oak.html. 

MUSIC, SOUNDPAINTINGS: 
8 pm. See Monday, May 3. 

ADULT EDUCATION 
PRESENTS “SUCCESS 
STORIES”: The monthly 
lecture series address the 
theme of “success.” $5. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, DAVID BENNETT 
COHEN, BRUCE BAR
THOL AND FRIENDS: $10. 
8:30 pm. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, SHAULI EINAV TRIO: 
$6. 8:30–10 pm. Puppet’s 
Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 
11th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2622], www.
puppetsjazz.com. 

WED, MAY 5
TOUR, HISTORIC TROLLEY 

TOURS: Explore Green-
Wood Cemetery’s history, 
grounds and bird life, enjoy 
views of Manhattan’s sky-
line, and more. Reserva-
tions are not required, but 
recommended. $20 ($10 
for Historic Fund mem-
bers). 1 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [25th St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Green-Wood 
Heights, (718) 768-7300], 
www.greenwoodcemetery.
org. 

TALK, “THE BIG DRUM”: Art 
Hughes discusses 20th 
century Gaelic literature in 
Ireland. Free. 7 pm. Rocky 
Sullivan’s [34 Van Dyke St. 
at Dwight Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 246-8050], 
www.rockysullivans.com. 

READING, ALEXANDRA 
STYRON AND BLISS 
BROYARD: Daughters of 
William Styron and Ana-
tole Broyard give a high-
minded talk. $10. 7:30 pm. 
PS 107 [1301 Eighth Ave. at 
13th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2054], www.
ps107.org. 

MUSIC, “MORE OR LESS I 
AM”: Compagnia de Co-
lombari presents a music 
theater piece drawn from 
Walt Whitman’s poem, 
“Song of Myself.” $40 ($35 
seniors, $15 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

THURS, MAY 6
THEATER, “THE VIGIL OR 

THE GUIDED CRADLE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

READING, JAYNE ANNE 
PHILLIPS: Join the author 
for an intimate dinner, lively 
reading, and engaging 
discussion through BAM’s 
“Eat, Drink & Be Literary” 
program. $52. 6:30 pm. 
BAM Café [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 230-
4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, ANDY STATMAN 
TRIO: Jazz. $10. 9 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront, 
(718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, OLD MILL: Rock 
music. 11 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

FRI, MAY 7
BKLYN DESIGNS: The an-

nual furniture showcase. 
St. Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. between Main 
Street and Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 243-1414]. 
Tickets are $15 at the 
door. For info, visit www.
bklyndesigns.com.

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 7 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

THEATER, “THE VIGIL OR 
THE GUIDED CRADLE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: One World Sym-
phony vocal artists perform 
Leos Janacek’s “The Cun-
ning Little Vixen.” $40 ($30 
seniors and students). 8 
pm. St. Ann’s Church [157 

Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 707-1411]. 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, April 30. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Selections from 
Debussy and Ravel. $35 
($30 seniors, $15 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, KATE TUCKER: 
Molasses-heavy rock to 
elegant, haunting ballads. 9 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

MUSIC, ANDY FRIEDMAN 
& NATALIA ZUKERMAN: 
Folk. $12 ($10 in advance). 
9:30 pm. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

SAT, MAY 8

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 

3 pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
April 30. 

THEATER, “THE VIGIL OR 
THE GUIDED CRADLE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 30. 

DANCE, LE CIRQUE FER

 Step right up to the 
golden tent and enjoy a 
re-imagining of favorite 
childhood fairy-tales that 
will delight and amaze chil-
dren of all ages. $30 ($25 
children). 2 and 7 pm. 303 
Bond Street Theatre (303 
Bond Street in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.companyXIV.
com. 

MUSIC, “NO NO NO! YOU 
DON’T HAVE TO…”: A 
celebration of the music 
of Fela Kuti and the art of 
protest starring the Deedle 
Deedle Dees Family Variety 
Show. $20 ($10 in advance). 
11 am. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], 
ny.knittingfactory.com. 

MUSIC, BAM NEIGHBOR
HOOD BLOCK PARTY: 
Featuring performances by 
Brooklyn Steppers March-
ing Band, Soul Tigers, 
Jamel Gaines Creative 
Outlet Dance Theater of 
Brooklyn, S  Percussion, 
BAM/Restoration DanceAf-
rica Ensemble and DJ col-
lective Melting Pot Global. 
Noon–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

CERT: Selections from 
Mozart, Mendelssohn and 
Shostakovich featuring 
Salomé Chamber Orches-
tra. $45 ($40 seniors, 
$20 students). 8 pm. 
Barge music [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, May 1. 

 9 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
May 1. 

PROSPECT PARK CRAFTS 
FAIR: More than 50 artists 
and craftspeople at this 
pre-Mothers Day event. 
Free. 10 am–6 pm. Bartel 
Pritchard Square [15th 
Street and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (718) 
986-7615], parkcraftbklyn.
blogspot.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon–8 
pm. See Saturday, May 1. 

OTHER
BKLYN DESIGNS: 10 am–5 

pm. See Friday, May 7. 
FILM, “RULES OF THE GAME 

 As 
part of a Jean Renoir ret-
rospective. $12 ($8 mem-
bers). 2, 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

FILM, DOCUMENTARY, 
“GOOD FORTUNE”: Ex-
plores how international 
efforts to alleviate poverty 
in Africa may be undermin-
ing the very communities 
they aim to benefit. $7. 7:30 
pm. Union Docs [322 Union 
Ave. in Greenpoint, (718) 
625-0080], www.brook-
lynartscouncil.org/docu-
ments/1445.

t’s been a scrumptious two 
weeks of openings, closings 
and restaurant gossip:

-
 The mini-cafe next to Smith 

Street’s La Petite Provence may 
have shuttered prematurely, but 
only to make way for something 
we love even more — burgers. 
Jean-Jacques and Leslie Bernat 
have reimagined the space as the 
more downscale JB’s Burger joint. 
The French influence, however, 
isn’t totally lost — the hot dog 
comes on a baguette. 

 Ac-
cording to the Bed-Stuy Blog, 

rumor has it that a new Italian 
restaurant is coming to the spot 
once slotted for Butternut Mar-
ket at Stuyvesant Avenue and Ma-
con Street. Word is that is may 
be a new venture from David Se-
atts of the late Tavern on Nos-
trand. The ’hood is also getting 
another new eatery: Black Swan, 
a dinner and brunch spot which 

opened last night 
on Bedford Av-
enue. It’s a gas-
tropub with 16 
beers on tap and 
one cask ale. 

Mother-daughter 
dream team Allison Kave (of 
First Prize Pies) and Rhonda 
Kave (of Roni-Sue’s Chocolates) 
have joined forces to launch God 
Buns Market, a new Sunday food 
market in the outdoor space next 
to Fatty ’Cue on the south side 
of Williamsburg. Other ways to 
sweeten the wait for a table? Green 

Onions & Jelly Bread preserves 
and tea, Sarivole Organic Bakery, 
Goldies Soaps and Pishka Fresh 
Jewelry, to name a few.

: Mav-
erick chef Sam Mason, formerly 
of wd-50 and Tailor, revealed last 
week that his next move will actu-
ally be a bar, slated to open May 
1 at Grand and Leonard Streets in 
Williamsburg. Don’t expect any 
of Mason’s revelatory cookery — 
sadly the bar will be food free. 
Mason told New York Magazine 
that the bar will have “just whis-
key, beer, and a pool table.”

Fultummy’s, a new sandwich joint 
with an “international” focus, has 
opened up on Columbia and Union 
Streets. The menu is a mere four 
sandwiches long, but we here 
they’re all pretty delicious. 

 The temporarily shuttered 
Brooklyn Heights’ bodega, The 
River Deli, will soon reopen — 
this time with a little more than just 
midnight snackage. The owners are 
keeping the name, but rechristen-
ing the deli as an Italian restaurant 
and wine bar. The new spot is slated 
to open within the month. 

 Signage 

recently went up at the shuttered 
popular Downtown soul food spot 
Ruthie’s indicating the space will 
spawn more fried chicken — in 

the form of a new eatery called 
Foster’s Southern Restaurant. No 
word yet on when all of our corn-
bread cravings will be abated.

By Kristen V. Brown

Continued from page 6

 Jean-Jacques and Leslie Bernat, beloved own-
ers of Provence en Boite on Smith Street, have opened a 
burger restaraunt in an adjacent space.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
B

es
s 

A
d

le
r

Anna Magnini in “The 
Golden Coach” at BAM 
on May 1.
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763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 

proud to be Brooklyn’s first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 

the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½

May 15

Cirque d’Été

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
10am—6:30pm, Mon-Wed,  
10am — 8:30pm Thurs-Sun 
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free, Weekday Play Fee is $2.50/child 

Singalong,  Storytimes,  Dance Around      
1  Tu 11a    M/F 11:30a, W 1p       Th 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6pm 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6pm 

+ Fri Movie Night, Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6pm 

NEW!! Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Teen Spirit’s gap year graduation

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom is relieved 
that Teen Spirit will 
not be attending Gap 

Year University next year. 
And it’s not because he had a 
bad experience at GYU. Not 
at all: it was great year and his 
coursework in the school of 
life included work at a ware-
house in Red Hook, babysit-
ting for a local boy, a road 
trip to the SXSW music fes-
tival in Austin, three days in 
New Orleans and (starting 
soon) more work at a ware-
house in Red Hook.

Indeed, the year has been 
full of new experiences and 
adventure. 

Teen Spirit even decided to 
become a vegetarian at GYU: 
“Too much fried food and ribs 
on his road trip” motivated 
him to adopt a more healthy 
and vegetable-filled diet. He 
left a note on the refrigera-
tor when he got back: “Dear 
Family: I have decided to be-
come a vegetarian. Keep that 
in mind.”

There were other mile-
stones at GYU: Teen Spirit 

got his first passport, his first 
bank account and is learning 
to drive. He even applied for 
a job with the Census Bureau 
and had to register for Selec-

songs. He also had time to re-
hearse and perform with his 
band Bad Teeth and perform 
at places like the Silent Barn, 
Shea Stadium, The Tank and 
Vox Pop.

All things considered, 
GYU was everything Smart-
mom hoped it would be for 
Teen Spirit: a chance to do 
something other than school 
as a way to figure out what he 
wants to do with his life. 

During his time at GYU, 
he even decided that he might 
want to study ancient history 
as well as music. 

A lot of people warned 
Smartmom that a year off 
was a bad idea because Teen 
Spirit would never want to go 
to college. And you can’t get 
a decent job without a col-
lege diploma, so getting off 
the academic track (even for 
one year) might be ruinous 
to the rest of his life. 

T hat said, many people 
supported Teen Spir-
it’s decision and told 

Smartmom that they wished 
they’d done it themselves be-
cause they would have had a 
clearer and more productive 
time in college if they’d had 
time to grow up before.

Smartmom took every-
one’s advice with a grain 
of salt and sugar. But she 
stuck to her guns because 
she’d known for years that 
Teen Spirit would need a 
break. Sure, Smartmom was 

scared that Teen Spirit might 
decide that college wasn’t his 
thing  — and then never be 
able to support himself or 
a family.

But it was a risk that 
Smartmom and Hepcat were 
willing to take because they 
believed it was important for 
Teen Spirit to see the world 
through a different lens. 

In early January, Smart-
mom got the sense that Teen 
Spirit was ready to start 
thinking about college. He 
was looking at college Web 
sites and talking about filling 
out the Common App. 

Smartmom, being a smart 
mom, decided not to push it. 
When he did bring up the 
subject, she would hide how 
giddy she felt and soberly 
provide whatever informa-
tion he needed. She was care-
ful not to nag him so that 
he wouldn’t push against 
her. She felt it was impor-
tant that he be the motivat-
ing force.

There were weeks at a time 
during the winter when the 
subject of college didn’t come 
up and Smartmom found her-
self wondering if he had de-
cided against college, that it 
wasn’t something he wasn’t 
ready to do.

But like everything else, 
he did it on his own timeta-
ble. In February, Teen Spirit 
applied to a few colleges with 
rolling admissions and de-
voted a great deal of time to 
writing his essay and dealing 
with the applications. 

Once the applications were 
e-mailed to the various col-
leges, the waiting game be-
gan. To pass the time, Smart-
mom checked with his high 
school to make sure that his 
transcripts and recommenda-
tions were sent. She checked 

the mail box hopefully ev-
ery day.

Well, Teen Spirit was noti-
fied last week that he has been 
accepted to his first choice 
in Chicago He didn’t tell 
Smartmom right away, but 
when he did, he was pretty 
low key. 

“Do you want to think 
about it?” Smartmom asked 
Teen Spirit. 

“No. I’m going,” he 
said. “You can send the de-
posit.” 

Smartmom was thrilled. 
Teen Spirit confirmed his 
admission and together they 
submitted the deposit. Teen 
Spirit’s year at GYU is near-
ing an end, but he owes a lot 
to his alma mater. 

GYU made him who he 
is today: a young man on his 
way to college.

tive Service as a 
result.

At GYU, 
Teen Spir it 
concent rated 
on his song-
writing and pi-
ano playing and 
he worked hard 
recording an al-
bum full of new 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, APRIL 30
 Storytime with 

Emily. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Nina Zaragoza. 
Author of ”Black Dog, Brown 
Dog.” Free. Kaleidoscope 
[8722 Third Ave. in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 491-2051], www.
kaleidoscopecommunities.
com. 

 Teen writing work-
shop. Hosted by Ned Vizzini. 
Free. Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot (see venue info 
above).

SAT, MAY 1
 Story time for 

kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

 Learn about insects 
and butterflies. Free. 
Prospect Park Wollman Rink 
[Ocean Ave. at Parkside 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 965-8999], www.
prospectpark.org. 

 
Puppet show, “Jack and 
the Beanstalk.” The classic 
children’s story — with 
marionettes! $7 children, $8 
adults. Puppetworks [338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], puppetworks.org. 

 Arbor Day crafts, 
hands-on activities and 
exhibits. Free. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

 Potato planting. 
Free. Lefferts Historic 
House [95 Prospect Park 
West at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 789-2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 Nature crafts. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 

Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, MAY 5
 Storytime with Emily. 

See Friday, April 30.

THURS, MAY 6
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com.

 Nintendo Wii sports 
night. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above). 

FRI, MAY 7
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, April 30.
 Movie night. See 

Friday, April 30.

SAT, MAY 8
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, May 1.
 BAM block 

party. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, May 1.

 Nature crafts. See 
Saturday, May 1.

 
Sheep shearing. Lefferts 
Historic House [95 Prospect 
Park West at Fifth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 789-2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 “Pistachio, a Brooklyn 
Girl Made From Trash.” See 
Saturday, May 1.

in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

 “Pistachio, a Brooklyn 
Girl Made From Trash.” 
Musical play about recycling 
and sustainability. Free. Still 
Hip [283 Grand Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 623-8538]. 

SUN, MAY 2
 Singalong with 

Nat and Ari. $2.50 per child 
($5 family). Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 “TheatreSports.” 
Free style Repertory Theatre’s 
improvised show. $8 children 
(Adults free). Gal lery Players 
[199 14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 595-0547 x3], 
galleryplayers.com. 

 
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, May 1.

 Arbor Day crafts. 
See Saturday, May 1. 

 Potato planting. 
See Saturday, May 1. 

 Nature craft. See 
Saturday, May 1.

MON, MAY 3
 Movie, “Tom & 

Jerry.” Cobble Hill Cinema 
[265 Court St. between 
Butler & Douglass streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 596-9113], 
www.cobblehilltheatre.com. 

TUES, MAY 4
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, e-mail calendar@cnglocal.com

“Pistachio, a Brooklyn Girl Made From Trash” 
at the Gallery Players on May 1.

LETTERS

ay what you will about Borough 
President Markowitz’s grotesquely 
expensive, open-space-devouring, 

dubiously needed and flat out egotisti-
cal proposal for a $64-million state-of-
the-art amphitheater in Coney Island, 
but it is clear that it does not have the 
backing of the community that will be 
burdened by it.

Community Board 13, half of whose 
members are appointed by Markowitz, 
has refused to take a position, even as 
hundreds of neighbors of Asser Levy 
Park have protested repeatedly.

Their main issues are clear: Markow-
itz’s glitzy amphitheater would absorb 
nearly all of the grass recreation area 
inside the park, replacing it with a con-
crete seating area and a raised lawn 
that is off limits to soccer or football 
players.

In addition, neighbors worry that am-
plified music will create a disturbance 
— especially on weekends when two 
area synagogues are filled.

Make no mistake, if city planners 

Asser Levy Park as his personal play-
ground, something he feels entitled to 
do because he stages a summer concert 
series in the park’s current bandshell.

Such nostalgia events typically fea-
ture aging rock or soul performers. But 
Markowitz believes that a new amphi-
theater, designed in a striking potato 
chip design by Grimshaw Architects, 
will allow him to draw better acts — 
the kind that perform at Jones Beach, 
the Westbury Music Fair or even at 
the Cyclones’ baseball stadium sev-
eral blocks away.

Markowitz says his amphitheater 
would be a vital piece of the city’s 
plans for a revived amusement area in 
Coney Island. But that’s not his call to 
make. A project of this magnitude and 
ramifications needs a proper review by 
the very agencies set up to oversee big 
land-use changes.

This is not a project that should merely 
come out of Marty Markowitz’s fer-
tile, Barnum-esque imagination and 
be dumped on a community.

were forced to listen to every little com-
plaint, nothing would ever get built in 
this polyglot town.

But we believe that the opponents have 
good reason for objecting to Markow-
itz’s legacy project.

Face it: There is no question that 
Markowitz is dumping this amphithe-
ater in Asser Levy Park without a full 
vetting. The project is not undergoing 
the city’s normal public review pro-
cess, and the Parks Department will 
select an operator without public dis-
cussion.

Much of the project’s $64-million 
budget comes from a pool of capital 
construction money that Markowitz 
controls by fiat.

This lack of public oversight con-
vinces us that Markowitz is treating 
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To the editor,
Barneys’ planned use of the 

word “co-op” in the name of its 
Atlantic Avenue store is a prob-
lem for us at the Park Slope Food 
Coop (“Co-op vs. co-op,” April 

ceived by some as “progressive,” it 
is, in  truth, literally criminal. Let 
us be adult enough to recognize, 
once and for all, the cynical “play-
ing” of the system by Bruce Rat-
ner and those linked to him. 
Burt Bloom, West Brighton

To the editor,
I was on Pier 1 on one of the 

first cold rainy weekends after it 
opened, and a bunch of PS 8 par-
ents wondered what those domes 
were (“Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
big cover up!” April 8).

As the kids jumped over them, 
we were worried they’d slip on 
the slick wet steel surface. One 
of the parents wondered how hot 

they’d be in the sun at first glance, 
even on a cold rainy day. Over-
all, we thought the kiddie play-
ground seemed more about ab-
stract curves on design plans than 
the kids.  The whirly Lego pegs 
were pretty lame too.  

The domes are just one of the 
smaller examples of an abstract 
park design detached from com-
munity input and would-be users 
of the park. In this case, it could 
result in injury, but definitely in 
waste. Stock stainless steel items 
are a real fortune, never mind cus-
tom architectural shapes.

But the real waste — and per-
haps a primary reason the park is 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in cost, and needs to be built in 
phases — is all of the fill and 
earthwork required to build three-

story mountains on the water-
front that look as unnatural as a 
landfill on Jamaica Bay.

Landfills and berms are sim-
ply not natural features on river 
fronts, and I wonder why they 
were ever part of the design el-
ements, and continue to be, in 
this economic crisis.  

To save tens of millions of dol-
lars in waste, there is still time 
to scrap the three-story berm 
planned to run the length of Fur-
man Street. 

Instead, two affordable base-
ball diamonds can be built, or 
some other active-use features 
determined by the community 
stake holders, not architects and 
development corporations.

Doug Biviano,  
Brooklyn Heights

consumers of food products, to 
encourage their effective orga-
nization in cooperative associ-
ations for the rendering of mu-
tual help and service.”

This doesn’t describe Barneys’ 
business model. Joe Holtz

The writer is general manager 
of the Park Slope Food Coop.

To the editor,
A church facility on a taxpayer-

funded, or taxpayer-backed, fa-
cility of any kind is a sinister, 
mocking circumvention of the 
constitutional separation of 
church and state (“Church of 
Hoops,” April 9).

Although this will surely be per-

tively owned and democratically 
run business.  

The specific reference in Co-
operative Corporations Law, Ar-
ticle 1, Section 3 (J) states, “The 
term “cooperative,” “cooperation” 
or any abbreviation, variation or 
similitude thereof, shall not be 
used as or in a name except by a 
corporation defined in this chap-
ter. Any cooperative corporation 
may sue for an injunction against 
such prohibited use of the term. 
A violation of this prohibition is 
a misdemeanor, punishable by a 
fine of not more than $500.”

Furthermore, Article 1, Section 
2 states, “It is the declared pol-
icy of this state, as one means of 
improving the economic welfare 
of its people, particularly those 
who are producers, marketers or 

23). We have been in the pro-
cess of educating Brooklynites 
for 37 years about the benefits 
and meaning of the word “co-op” 
as defined by the state Cooper-
ative Corporations Law and the 
International Principles Of Co-
operation. Barneys’ misuse of the 
word dilutes this effort and effec-
tively undermines our business 
model and, for lack of a better 
concept, “brand.”

The Park Slope Food Coop is 
highly recognized in Brooklyn 
and is inextricably linked to the 
word and concept of co-op. For 
Barneys to use that same term in 
a manner that appears to be ille-
gal under New York law and run 
a business that is not in any fash-
ion reflective of the real meaning 
of the word harms our coopera-

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

Marty Markowitz is treating 
Asser Levy Park as his 
personal playground
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

What is the meaning of an inverted torch or winged 
hourglass depicted on a gravestone or monument at 
Green-Wood Cemetery?

Photographer-writer Douglas Keister, one of Amer-
ica’s leading authorities on cemetery symbolism, 
knows. Author of 35 books, Keister will interpret 
the language of mortuary symbolism as discussed 
in his classic cemetery book, “Stories in Stone — 
A Field Guide to Symbolism and Iconography,” at 
a special book talk, question-and-answer session 
and signing.

This is a big deal. As Sunset magazine has said, 
“Keister has done for cemetery exploration what 
Audubon did for birding.”

After the signing, guests can join Keister and 
Green-Wood Historic Fund’s Education and Out-
reach Coordinator Steven Estroff for a trolley tour 
that will provide opportunities to see, discuss and 
interpret the vivid and fascinating symbolic world 
at Green-Wood.

Douglas Keister at Green-Wood Cemetery [500 
25th St. at Fifth Avenue in Sunset Park, (718) 768-
7300]. The book talk is free (with a suggested $5 
donation); the trolley tour is $10 for Historic Fund 
members and $20 for non-members. Space is 
limited. Reserve your ticket online at www.green-
woodcemetery.org or call.

Our world is becoming more reliant on technology 
and the internet for communication and interaction 
among people of all ages. Parents call or text their child’s 
cellphone that dinner is ready; professors email their 
students with class assignments; and friends “chat” 
online and stay in touch in new and innovative ways. 
Social media is becoming more viable as a patient-
interaction tool for healthcare. It therefore seems 
only natural for a well-known Brooklyn institu-
tion like Maimonides to join the Facebook world. 
Maimonides Medical Center’s “family” theme is so 
strong it would seem invisibly written into the hos-
pital name. The objective in joining Facebook is to 
translate that family theme to the online arena. Many 
former grateful patients of Maimonides are among 
its Facebook fans. Other fans include former, cur-
rent and prospective Maimonides employees and 
we hope our residents and alumni will join soon. 
By having Maimonides on Facebook, we are encour-
aging community members to stay up to date on the 
latest news, and keep in touch with the Medical Cen-
ter. The Maimonides Facebook page provides a good 
way for former patients to remain connected to the 
hospital that may have saved their lives or delivered 
their babies. It is also a good way for people in the 
Brooklyn community who are Facebook members 
to join and become informed about health events 
and the outstanding care at Maimonides.

Find us at www.facebook.com/maimonides-
medicalcenter.

programs at IS 113. He said 
that the summer school pro-
gram keeps kids between 11-
13 off the streets and out of 
trouble.

“It’s totally unfair to these 
kids to cut the program,” said 
Anderson. “The kids tell me 
that they don’t want to be on 
the streets and that they want 
to come here.”

Ninety percent of his 
kids come from working-

class parents, said Ander-
son. “The city has given us 
the option to charge parents, 
but that defeats the whole pro-
gram,” he added.

In the end, it’s the kids who 
lose out, said Leslyn Thomas, 
whose 12-year-old uses both 
programs.

“He loves the whole sum-
mer camp and after-school 
program so much he never 
wants to miss school,” she 
said.

of his Pacific Street condo by 
the May 7 deadline imposed 
by the settlement.

While taking a break from 
packing, Goldstein said he 
was looking forward to 
some time away from the 
spotlight.

“I’ll be moving on from 
this fight without losing sight 
of it,” Goldstein said, adding, 
“Though the spotlight will 
move away from this project, 
the next phase will last longer 

Continued from page 1

MONEY...
than the fight against it.”

But Goldstein hinted that 
he would not be vanishing 
from public life. He said he 
remained committed to ad-
vocating for reform of New 
York’s eminent domain laws, 
and said that he had casu-
ally considered running for 
elected office someday.

“I’ve thought about it,” 
Goldstein said. “But this was 
a six- or seven-year political 
campaign.”

Continued from page 1

CUTS...

Hudson Companies’ Prin-
cipal David Kramer called the 
concerns misguided, as there is 
no plan to evict any tenants.

“I think change can be 
scary to a lot of people,” he 
said. “We are giving people 
the best deal in town.”

The six-story buildings 
comprise a nine-structure 
complex with 188 units fac-
ing Warren, Baltic and Hicks 
Streets.

The buildings were con-
structed as part of a social 
experiment by White, who 
aimed to demonstrate that pri-
vate developers could build de-
cent housing for the working 
class and still make a profit, 
according to Francis Morrone, 
an architectural historian.

Given that history, the 
towers’ path toward gentri-
fication is “heavily ironic,” 
Marrone said.

“But it’s not something 
that hasn’t been done nu-
merous times before,” he 
said, pointing to the Chero-
kee Apartments on the Upper 
East Side, once known as the 
Vanderbilt Model Tenements, 
a complex built to house fam-
ilies with at least one mem-
ber ill with tuberculosis. A 

multi-million-dollar renova-
tion was completed in 2002, 
and the units were ultimately 
converted to co-ops. 

“We live in a city of iro-
nies,” Morrone observed.

Kramer disagreed with 
Morrone’s wry assessment, 
saying that his firm was 
merely continuing White’s 
legacy of urban idealism.

“Alfred White was design-
ing affordable housing stock, 
and what we’re doing is offer-
ing affordable for-sale hous-
ing stock,” he said. 

Resident Sean Hastings has 
lived in a rent-stabilized apart-
ment for 20 years and said the 
deal is not so sweet, partic-
ularly since the apartments 
themselves haven’t been ren-
ovated in two decades.

“It’s way overpriced,” 
he said. 

Hudson got involved in 
the historic building in 2008, 
when it partnered with owner 
Frank Farella, and said it 
would to convert the com-
plex to condos.

Since that time, Kramer 
said, Hudson renovated the 
property, adding gates and 
an intercom system, fixing 
lights and patching rooftops, 
and launching a design com-

Continued from page 1

TOWERS...

vehicles.
The work is the first re-

hab for the bridge in two de-

cades, sparked in part by a 
2007 collapse of bridge in 
Minneapolis, where 13 peo-
ple died. City officials have 

Continued from page 1

BRIDGE CLOSED After the paint is re-
moved, a new coffee-col-
ored coat will be slathered 
along the entire 126-year-
old structure. The agency 
calls the paint “Queensbor-
ough tan,” an ironic mon-
iker given the bridge was 
constructed a full 14 years 
before Queens officially be-
came a borough.

The two-year paint job 
will be performed during the 
evenings and early morn-
ings, when the bridge will 
be shuttered to Manhattan-
bound traffic, forcing weary 
travelers to seek out alter-
native East River crossings 

— and flooding roads with 
additional traffic.

Traffic lanes will be 
closed on weeknights, be-
ginning at 11 pm and end-
ing at 6 am, and on Saturdays, 
from midnight to 7 am, and 
Sundays, from midnight to 9 
am. During the day, expect 
single lane closures in each 
direction during off-peak 
hours. All six lanes will be 
open for rush hour.

During the four-year 
course of the overall proj-
ect, the Manhattan-bound 
side of the bridge will be 
entirely off limits for up to 
24 weekends. 

The end result will be 
smoother travel along the 
span, with fully replaced 
approach roadways and the 
creation of two lanes of free-
flowing traffic at the Cadman 
Plaza exit, and in Manhat-
tan, two lanes created from 
the southbound FDR drive 
onto the bridge.

But tomorrow’s roadway 
pleasure could be today’s 
pain, residents said.

“Parking is already hor-
rible,” said Heights dweller 
Kathlene Gates, who feared 
the area getting even more 
messy.

— with Tony Cella

of whom drive out of the city 
to shop at Walmart, accord-
ing to Purnell.

“A few people mentioned 
that there would be a possi-
bility of jobs here if Walmart 
came. The fact that they are 
non-union didn’t even come 
into the conversation,” said 
Purnell. “People are desper-
ate for jobs and what is not 
now on their top priority list 
is whether something is union 
or not.”

And the fight over Wal-
mart’s supposedly low wages 
has changed now that the Be-
hemoth of Bettonville is pay-
ing better. 

According to the Walmart 
Web site, full-time workers at 
its stores in New York make 
an average of $12.03 per hour, 
and the company contributes 

four percent of workers pay to 
their combined Profit Shar-
ing and 401(k) Plan.

For now, Walmart is not 
saying anything.

“We do not have a proj-
ect to announce anywhere 
within the five boroughs of 
New York City,” said Steven 
Restivo, Walmart director of 
community affairs. “However, 
we know that New Yorkers 
want to shop and work at Wal-
mart and as a result, we con-
tinue to evaluate potential op-
portunities here.”

Related spokesperson Jo-
anna Rose said the company 
has not signed a single lease 
for Gateway II and there are 
no plans for construction at 
this time.

“The time line will be 
determined by tenant and 
financing commitments,” 
Rose said.

ing faithfulness.
As romantic as they are, the 

locks are definitely against the 
rules. A sign on both ends of 
the pedestrian walkway reads, 
“Attachment of any sorts to 
this bridge structure shall not 
be allowed.”

It’s still unclear how vigilant 
the city is about enforcing that 
law, however. Some locks that 
date back to 2007 suggest that 
the Department of Transporta-
tion doesn’t mind a little testa-
mento d’amore on the bridge, 
but department officials said 
they do remove the locks when 
they see them. Those officials 
wouldn’t confirm their stance 
on love.

On Monday, some photo-
happy European tourists said 
that they hope that the sym-
bols of affection can turn the 
Roman tradition into a New 

York one.
“The locks show a cou-

ple’s bond,” said Matjin 
Zoomers, from Amsterdam. 
“Why would you want to take 
them away? They’re not hurt-
ing anybody.”

Perhaps, but Italians have 
gotten a bit sick of the whole 
thing.

“Every couple that walks 
on the Ponte Milvio does it, 
all because of that movie,” 
said Chiara Fiori, who lives 
near Rome and was reached 
on Monday. The locks cover 
every inch of available fenc-
ing on the Ponte Milvio, 
and now police are ticket-
ing red-handed offenders. In 
fact, Italian authorities are 
so fed up with the “child-
ish” act that there’s now a 
Web site to allow couples to 
leave a lock, albeit virtually, 
on the bridge.

Continued from page 1

LOVE...

Continued from page 1
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Ageless Home 
Health Care, LLC. 
is dedicated to improving the 
physical, psychological, 
social & spiritual 
development of people in 
the home care setting within 
the community and society. 
Specializing in Private 
Duty Care and 
Measures of Comfort

Call Us at 
718-646-3777

At Home 
Solutions

Homecare Services
specializing in 

Aides, RNs, LPN’s
and all therapies

718.441.6802

 

Tel: 718-266-2100 
DOH Licensed

For over two and a half decades Mermaid 
Manor Assisted Living & HFA Program
has been providing exceptional services 
to seniors and people in need of care.
In May, 2009, Mermaid Manor opened 
the doors of its newly constructed state 
of the art building which houses Assisted 
Living Program.

MERMAID MANOR
3602 Mermaid Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11224

NEED A HOME?
Need someone to share your home?
New York Foundation for Senior Citizens can help 
you find the ideal person through Home Sharing

Home Sharing matches adult “hosts”, living throughout NYC’s five 
boroughs, who have excess space in their homes or apts to share 
with responsible, compatible adult “guests” in need of housing. 
One of the “matchmates” must be age 60 or over. Our very suc-
cessful Home Sharing Program helps relieve financial hardship, 
feelings of loneliness and promotes companionship.  
Our Home Sharing service is free. Trained professionals provide 
matching services for interested applicants. 

Home Sharing is a free service of 
New York Foundation for Senior Citizens, Inc.

For more information call (212) 962-7559  
Monday through Friday 9am to 5pm.

Julie Stoil Fernandez, Esq. 

 
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

718-965-4025

“Julie Fernandez is an experienced, compassionate 
attorney dedicated to protecting and defending the 
rights and  independence of senior citizens”…Client

Call for Care & Service Options

SUNRISE AT SHEEPSHEAD 
718-616-1850

2211 Emmons Ave., Brooklyn, NY
For more info and FREE online newsletter, visit

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Call James 
646-281-4475 or 718-324-4332
Zack’s Home Improvement

A Step Above the Rest!
MAKING THINGS EASIER!  ESPECIALLY FOR SENIORS

General Contracting

917-529-6349
zack@zackshomeimprovement.com
www.zackshomeimprovement.com

To place your ad in our next Eldercare Matters June supplement,
Please call 718-260-2555

State Street Gourmet Deli 
on Third Avenue. 

He was inside the store 
for about 30 seconds, but 
when he returned, Thompy 
was gone.

Thompy — short for 
Thompson — could not 
have freed himself and run 
off, Crawford-Phillips said, 
so someone must have un-
tied the leash.

Concerned neighbors 
— and we, too — publi-
cized the dog-napping, and 
word spread quickly about 
Thompy’s disappearance.

But all speculation ended 
on Saturday evening when 
a Red Hook woman said 
she was sure she saw one 
of her neighbors walking 
Thompy.

The funny thing was that 
this neighbor never had a 
dog until just a few days 
earlier, the tipster said.

“[The caller] was con-
fident and the information 
was specific enough that I 
was going to get an answer,” 
Crawford-Phillips said.

But he knew that meant 
a stake out.

Armed with a cup of 
coffee and a newspaper, 
he drove over to the spot 
where the caller had last 
seen Thompy at 7 am on 
Sunday and sat in his car, 
scanning the street.

“I had seen enough stake-
outs from movies to know 
how it goes,” he said.

But the wait paid off. 
Three-and-a-half hours 

later his heart almost leapt 
out of his chest; there was 
his beloved pooch padding 
down the street alongside 
his new “best friend.”

Crawford-Phillips called 
911 — he didn’t want to 
get the cops involved earlier 
— for some backup when 
he approached Thompy’s 
new charge, who said that 
he had bought the dog 10 
days earlier for $500 days, 
but couldn’t identify who he 
had bought it from.

A quick visit to a nearby 
vet left nothing in doubt: 
Thompy’s chip identified 
Crawford-Phillips as the ca-
nine’s rightful owner.

Facing the truth, 
Thompy’s new “owners” 
had no choice but to bid 
their farewells to the brown 
and tan cocker.

“They looked after 
[Thompy] pretty well,” said 
Crawford-Phillips, who was 
ecstatic to have his dog back 
in his arms again.

The feeling, of course, 
was mutual.

“You could tell he was 
pleased to see me,” Craw-
ford-Phillips explained, 
adding that after a victory 
lap around their courtyard 
on State Street and “a jump 
on the sofa,” Thompy was 
safe at home with his family 
as if he had never left.

“It had been 12 days, we 
were losing hope a bit,” said 
Crawford-Phillips, add-
ing that he’s never going 
to leave Thompy alone on 
the street again.

petition to upgrade every 
lobby.

But resident Nina Rogoff 
said she’d only consider buy-
ing her apartment if the price 
is lowered and her building 
is fully renovated.

At a recent meeting, ten-

ants discussed advocating a 
bulk buying rate, and per-
haps organizing in order to 
better negotiate.

“I’m looking to spend 
$200,000, maybe [as high as] 
$280,0000,” Rogoff said.

— with Tony Cella

Continued from page 1

THOMPY...

said that the bridge is struc-
turally sound, but state in-
spectors rated components 
of the bridge as “poor” and 
in need of repair.

To start the project, agency 
contractors will blast away 
the existing coat of paint, 
swaddling the span with 
protective wrap to prevent 
the spread of lead particles. 
The potentially hazardous 
work will be heavily moni-
tored by local, state and fed-
eral agencies.   
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Join a company 
that cares
aboutyou!

Certified
HHAs 

Bilingual Spanish or Russian/English a +
BRONX, BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN & QUEENS 

$8.25/hr $10/hr for 4 hr shifts
$140/Day for Live-In Cases

Full Medical (Health, Dental, Vis, Life)

$100 Bonus (Sign-on or refer-a-friend,  Live-ins only)

Edison Home Health Care
146-06 Hillside Ave, Queens
Ph: 718-819-3131
946 McDonald Av, Bklyn  
Ph: 718-972-2929 

Preferred opportunities at Preferred Home Care!

Certified HHAs
Immediate JOBS..JOBS JOBS...

71 1 000

www.preferredhcny.com

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

PERSONAL TRAINER

  or visit
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

TUTORING

CALL ELLIE
347-276-3110

Magician & Comical Nerd

JUNK YARD DIRECT

AUTOS WANTED

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Charity Established 1855

Parties, 
Showers or 

Social Events
2,200 sq. ft.

Atlantic Avenue

OFFER DEFENSIVE 
DRIVING COURSE 

ONLINE
No cost to start, 
FREE website. 

Call 866-370-9864

R E A D  F O R  S A V I N G S
A D V E R T I S E  F O R 
R E S U L T S

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax
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ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

Call for a FREE
Consultation

1-800-BUGS-375

www.WeGetThem.com

1-800-284-7375

The

-TERMINATOR-TERMINATORXX ™

Don’t wait for an 
infestation! 

Precautionary spray 

only $25.00  
First Floor & Basement

 
With coupon • One per home or apt. • Exp. 4/30/10

COUPONCOUPON

PLUS!

Bedbug &Termite Specialists

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

TIMELESS CONSTRUCTION
AND RESTORATION, INC.
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

BATHTUB REGLAZING

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!
Specializing in Power Failure Generators

Licensed electrician

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty

TRAPPING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES

259-8799

 

 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

877-445-4111

AZEL OV Repair, Install, Moldings,
Skim Coats

Excellent References

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Careful & considerate

Workmanship since 1959

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

The city wants to build a super-
market bigger than the Red Hook 
Fairway in the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
but preservationists are deriding the 
announcement as premature given 
the many bureaucratic hoops to come 
for the long-stalled project.

Nonetheless, Navy Yard CEO An-
drew Kimball predicted that con-
struction will begin on the football 
field-sized Shop Rite supermarket 
in late 2011 or early 2012.

The plan for the major overhaul 
also includes the renovation of a 
run-down row house and dilapi-
dated timber shed from the Navy 
Yard’s days as a military outpost 
— a move that seeks to appease 
preservationists who insisted the 
structures were of significant his-
torical value.

But one preservationist leading 
the fight to save the so-called “Ad-
mirals Row” bristled at the city’s 
announcement.

“It’s to some degree disrespect-
ful, and clouds what should be an 
objective environmental review pro-
cess,” said Simeon Bankoff of the 
Historic Districts Council.

Bankoff said that the site still 
was subject to an alphabet soup of 
lengthy public review processes 
involving public hearings on how 
the site will be used, as well how 
it is zoned. He said that contami-
nation on the site could delay the 
project as well.

But Kimball sought to portray the 
proposal as a compromise meant to 
accommodate history buffs and while 
bringing a valuable resource — fresh 
food — to surrounding neighbor-
hoods that desperately need it.

“In order to strike a compromise 
and deliver something positive for 
the community,” explained Kimball, 
“We’ve selected [a developer] that is 
prepared to build all of the site and 
rebuild those two buildings.”

But the cost of that plan is nine 
of the houses on Admirals Row, 

which were built in the late 19th 
century for senior Navy officers. 
Currently, the row houses are in 
dreadful condition due to years of 
federal neglect.

In addition to the Shop Rite, an-
other block of commercial space will 
host a mix of local and chain busi-
nesses concentrated around the cor-
ner of Flushing Avenue and Navy 
Street. 

Kimball added that one of the real 
achievements of the city’s plan was 
the industrial space — four times 
larger than the supermarket itself — 
that will be built atop the grocery 
store. This would give a major boost 
to one of the few remaining areas 
in the city with a large amount of 
industrial jobs. Altogether, the site 
should create 500 new jobs, along 
with 450 construction jobs.

This showdown over preserving 
the row houses vs. the surrounding 
neighborhoods’ need for access to 
fresh produce and other food has been 
festering like the rotting wood on Ad-
mirals Row since at least 2007.

Kimball said that construction 
can’t begin until at least 2011 because 
of the complications involved in trans-
ferring title of the property from the 
federal government to the city.

But Bankoff insisted that con-
struction would already be underway 
if the Navy Yard had just been more 
favorable towards preservation.

“It’s never been an issue of a su-
permarket vs. preservation,” Bankoff 
said. “It’s close to a seven-acre site. 
There is plenty of room for a super-
market, an industrial building, and 
those [historic] buildings to be re-
used for community purposes.”

The Brooklyn Navy Yard will soon gets its own Shop Rite.

G
re

en
b

er
g

Fa
rr

o
w

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

We blew it on the last park, 
but the next one will be awe-
some.

That’s the message Brook-
lyn Bridge Park development 
officials gave last Wednesday 
night when they admitted that 
there were several “mistakes” 
in planning the kiddy play-
ground on Pier 1 — the one 
that featured the large metalic 
orbs that got so hot in the sun 
that kids got burned.

“There are always mistakes, 
even with an agency as expe-
rienced as ours,” Parks De-
partment spokesman Joshua 
Laird told Community Board 
6. “Developers should be held 
accountable for their response 
to problems. I think they re-
sponded quickly.”

Laird was referring to 
workers, who fanned out to 
install movable tents above 
the domes to keep them cool. 
But that stopgap measure, and 
the subsequent admission of 
error, comes weeks after a 
young girl busted her face on 
one of the steel domes in the 
small, $800,000 playground 
inside Pier 1.

‘WE BLEW IT!’
Park planners admit playground goof

The injuries started a 
whirlwind of controversy 
for the Empire State Devel-
opment Corporation, which 
had turned the corner on the 
long-delayed park develop-
ment project with the March 
opening of the first segment 
of the $350-million strip of 
green from DUMBO to At-
lantic Avenue. 

At the meeting, some 
community members crit-
icized the kiddy park for 
being too small. But offi-
cials said they’re just get-
ting started — and that the 
new playground opening on 
Pier 6 near the foot of Atlan-
tic Avenue later this spring 

will be fantastic.
“The one on Pier 1 is not 

our major playground — it’s 
meant for very small chil-
dren,” said Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corpora-
tion President Regina Myer. 
“The one on Pier 6 will be ex-
pansive, with swings, slides, 
a sandbox, and even a water 
play area.”

The new playground 
promises more excitement. 
The huge sandbox comes 
with a kid-sized train and 
plastic animals to ride. There 
will be two steel — yes, steel 
again — slides, one of which 
careens through rocks at the 
pier’s entrance. 

OK, so the park shouldn’t have included broiling 
hot metal domes — but officials did install tents!


