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Transportation officials will fix 
this problem with a new traffic light 
on the southbound lanes of Flatbush 
midway between the top of the cir-
cle and the bottom.

“It’s a difficult weave,” said Ryan 
Russo from the Department of Trans-
portation. “You might call it ‘hell be-
hind the wheel.’ You pretty much have 
to get your ‘Brooklyn’ on every time 
you want to drive through.”

The hellacious experience should 

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

The hair-raising traffic pattern on 
the western side of Grand Army Plaza 
will soon be tranquilized by a new 
red light to deter drivers from jockey-
ing for position at the most dangerous 
point in what easily could have been 
Dante’s 10th circle of hell.

Currently, all Prospect Park West- 
or Union Street-bound cars traveling 
northbound inside the white-knuckle 

New traffic light due for the circle of hell

By Joe Maniscalco
The Brooklyn Paper

The recession has claimed another 
casualty: Frolicking bikini-clad ath-
letes in Coney Island.

A professional volleyball league that 
has made the Boardwalk home for the 
past four years will skip Coney Island 
this year — all because of the down-
turn in the economy.

“It’s no one’s fault,” Matt Dodd, com-
missioner of the American Volleyball 
Professionals 2010 tour. “It’s just the 
world and economy that we’re trying 
to deal with now.”

Last year, the AVP held tournaments 
in 16 cities around the U.S. This year, 
that number has been trimmed to 12 
— and half are in California.

The decision to skip Coney Island 
has left Brooklyn’s biggest cheerleader 

feeling like someone has just kicked 
sand in his face.

“I am disappointed that AVP won’t 
be returning this year after several suc-
cessful summers in Brooklyn,” said 
Borough President Markowitz. 

The AVP debuted in Coney Island in 
2006 and gave Brooklynites an oppor-
tunity to see Olympic gold medalists 
Misty May-Treanor and Kerri Walsh 
in action (and in bikinis). 

Community Board 13 Chairman 
Chuck Reichenthal never missed a 
tournament.

“We’re going to miss it,” he said. 
“It was a lot of fun to watch the play-
ers – especially the women.”

Dodd said that he would love to return 
to the “People’s Playground” one day, 
but pointed out that AVP will need more 
sponsors to make that happen.

Pro volleyball tourney to 
skip Coney this summer

Olympians like Kerri Walsh won’t be returning to Coney this year.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Put the borscht on the menu at the 
Barclays Center — a Russian billion-
aire now owns the Brooklyn-bound 
New Jersey Nets!

On Tuesday, the NBA’s Board of 
Governors signed off on Bruce Rat-
ner’s sale of the struggling franchise to 
oligarch Mikhail Prokhorov, making 
the metals and mining mogul the first 

non–North American owner 
of a team.

Last year, the 
45 -ye a r- o l d 
P r o k h o r o v 
inked a deal 
with Ratner to 
buy 80-per-

cent of the 
money-los-
ing team, 

plus 45 percent of 
the lucrative Barclays 

Center arena, which is un-
der construction at the corner of At-
lantic and Flatbush avenues.

And he’s excited about turning 
around the fortunes of this once-
great club.

“For those who are already fans 
of the Nets and the NBA, I intend to 
give you plenty to cheer about,” he 
said in a statement.

The NBA vote accomplishes several 
things, namely, allowing Prokhorov to 
be front and center at the league’s draft 
next week — an event that is seen as 
the first step on the road to recovery 
for the Nets, who may win the overall 
first pick, thanks to the team’s 12–70 

record this 
season.

And the 
vote also al-
lows Ratner 
to devote his 
full attention 
to what made 
him wealthy in 
his own right: 
building.

Indeed, Ratner re-
cently told the Wall 
Street Journal that he 
lost around $30 million each season 
that he ran the team.

Prokhorov’s agreement to buy the 
Nets, and take a stake in the arena 
that will house them, pulled the en-
tire $4-billion Atlantic Yards project 
from the brink of a collapse brought 
on by a slack economy, lawsuits and 
cost-overruns associated with Frank 
Gehry’s initial design. 

NBA Commissioner David Stern 
hailed the board vote with a statement 
on Tuesday. But not everyone was as 
fired up about the Siberian tiger that 
will soon be coming to Brooklyn.

Several lawmakers have called for 
a delay to the approval due to allega-
tions that Prokhorov earned his bil-
lions in part through shady business 
dealings with Zimbabwe.

“The public benefits of Atlan-
tic Yards will be hollow if they are 
achieved with the help of profits 
gained through fraudulent schemes 
or a regime that holds no regard for 
human rights,” read the letter, signed 

IT’S TSAR 
POWER!
NBA approves Prokhorov 
to take over Nets

The city will install a new traffic 
light inside Grand Army Plaza to 
eliminate the problem that this 
Prospect Park West–bound bus 
is experiencing.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

On with the parade!
The NYPD has granted a per-

mit for the 10th annual Green-
point Memorial Day Parade af-
ter organizers capitulated to the 
city’s demands to reduce their 
proposed eight-block route to six-
and-a-half blocks.

Members of the St. Stanislaus 
Memorial American Legion Post 
were surprised when the city ini-
tially rejected their application 
this year in a citywide budget 

slashing measure. 
In March, police officials de-

manded that all parades cut their 
routes by 25 percent — but the 
American Legion members sub-
mitted their initial application 
with a one-block, or 18.75-per-
cent, reduction in length. 

After around-the-clock nego-
tiations between American Le-
gion members and officers from 
the 94th Precinct, the parade has 
been rerouted so that it can meet 
the city’s requirement.

“We lost a block and a half in 
the amended route,” said Ameri-

can Legion post member and pa-
rade founder Rick Kenney. “But 
we’re happy with that.”

The May 30 parade will begin 
on Leonard Avenue, in front of 
the American Legion Post, turn 
north onto Manhattan Avenue, 
and stop at St. Anthony’s Church 
for a memorial mass before re-
turning to the post headquarters 
for an after party — six and a half 
blocks long and a brisk 90 min-
utes in time.

The route, which will skip Dri-
ggs Avenue, will be more direct, 
though not to everyone’s liking.

Parade’s six-and-a-half block solution
Greenpoint Memorial Day is trimmed “Personally, I’m not overjoyed. 

I feel that our national, state and 
county commanders should have 
went to bat on this before the edict 
came done,” said Don Marshall, 
a Greenpoint resident and Ameri-
can Legion member. “If it weren’t 
for the vets, there would be no 
parades at all.”

Kenney insists it will be long 
enough to include the scores of 
sailors and marines from Fleet 
Week ships, naval sea cadets and 
air force junior ROTC students 
who typically participate in the 
parade, as well as four new march-
ing bands, several antique police 
cars and a 17-foot Coast Guard 
boat hitched to a trailer, just for 

this year.
Most important, the parade 

will honor Greenpoint’s living 
veterans and mourn those who 
have died in battle.

This year, 92 year-old World 
War II Veteran Pasquali Sper-
ano will be the Grand Marshal. 
He has vowed to walk the en-
tire distance. 

“It’s a big deal to have a WWII 
veterans. There aren’t many left. 
You hate to say it, but you may not 
see it again,” said Kenney.

St. Stan’s Memorial American 
Legion Post [519 Leonard St. 
near Driggs Avenue in Green-
point, (718) 383-9822). For info, 
visit www.ststanspost1771.org.

Rep. Mike McMahon has just re-
turned from a three-day fact-finding 
mission to Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, where he met with big wigs 
like Gen. Stanley McChrystal and Af-
ghan President Hamid Karzai. Given 
McMahon’s staunch support for our 
operations in that theater of war, 
and how much we can’t wait to run 
a picture of the freshman Bay Ridge 
rep in a flak jacket, it was clearly 
time to get McMahon on Line 1.
Gersh Kuntzman: Three days in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, huh? 
This sounds like a classic Con-
gressional junket where you stay 
in the Ritz-Carlton Kabul and dine 
exclusively on Champagne, roast-

McMahon’s fact-finding mission to war-torn land

Rep. Mike McMahon has just returned from a fact-finding mission to 
Afghanistan, where he donned body armor and flew in helicopters.

Kabul. We stayed on the grounds of the 
American E mbassy in converted ship-
ping containers. I’m not complaining. It’s 
better than a tent because it had electric-
ity and a cot. We ate cafeteria food.
GK: So why go? You already sup-
port the war in Afghanistan.
MM: Seeing things is better than read-
ing about them or seeing them on TV. I 
now have a better sense of why we are 
there. For example, I did not know the 
extent of the recent cooperation between 
the Pakistani army and the Americans. 
Also, I didn’t realize the difficulty that 
the border presents. We can’t go into 
Pakistan, yet it’s a porous border for the 
fundamentalists and the terrorists. 
GK: So, break down this fact-find-
ing mission for us.
MM: It was two days in Afghanistan and 

  

By Thomas Tracy
The Brooklyn Paper

The Grim Reaper plied his deadly 
trade by the lake in Prospect Park 
yet again last week, leaving in his 
wake a dead raccoon, a possum and 

several gosling — whose corpses all 
showed up on the same day that we 
reported that the federal government 
had given Prospect Park an environ-
mental award!

Since late March, park-goers have 

More death in Prospect Park!
Has the ‘Butcher’ struck again?

ed squab and Persian caviar. Am 
I even close?
Mike McMahon: You have to go over 
there; there ain’t no Ritz-Carlton in 

found severed chicken heads, animal 
guts and the decomposed remains of 
fish, turtles and possums among eight 
scorched patches of weeds that regu-
lar park goers believe are set by van-
dals.

Park officials say they are concerned 
about garbage and animal dumping near 
the lake, but emphasize that animals 

often die from natural causes.
“Has anything about the Park’s envi-

ronment truly changed in the last year? 
All the experts all say no,” said Prospect 
Park Alliance spokesman Patron.

Local bird-watchers agree.
“The Prospect Park lake is in very 

good condition and the water is in no 
way dangerous,” said Glenn Phillips, 

the executive director of NYC Audu-
bon. “It’s not a pristine Adirondack 
mountain lake, but it’s never going 
to be.

“Deaths at the park are common, 
Phillips added. “It’s heartbreaking, 
but it’s the nature of things.”

It’s certainly been the nature of 
Prospect Park this summer. Be-
fore this week’s body count, a dead 
dog was found floating in the lake. 
And last month, John Boy, one of 

See GAP on page 12

See NETS on page 11

See PARK on page 12
See MCMAHON on page 11
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See just how 
bad it is at

BrooklynPaper.com

roundabout must wait for the brief-
est of moments to scurry across at 
least four lanes of traffic to get across 
Flatbush Avenue.

World War II vet Pasquale Sparano, 91, will lead a short-
ened Greenpoint Memorial Day Parade on May 30.
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By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

State authorities have discovered 
“unacceptable” levels of cancer-caus-
ing chemicals near Red Hook Park — 
and the villain is the same company re-
cently fingered by the feds for fouling 
the Gowanus Canal.

The levels of PCBs in the ground-
water under the park near Court and 
Bay streets are a whopping 110 times 
higher than environmental agencies 
consider safe, according to a lawsuit 
against Connecticut-based Chemtura 
Corp., which operated a chemical plant 
at the dirty end of Court Street for four 
decades.

State sues chem 
company for 
PCBs under park

Carlo Tramontozzi watches his son play soccer at Red Hook Park 
days after the state revealed that cancer-causing PCBs may be 
under the soil.
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The state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation has discovered 
at least eight other chemicals, includ-
ing known carcinogens like benzene, 
near the park.

“Contamination in or near the rec-

reation area is at unacceptable lev-
els from a human exposure perspec-
tive,” wrote Judith Schreiber, a chief 
scientist with the attorney general’s 
environmental bureau, in an April 

See TOXIC on page 11
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Spring has sprung 
and we’re springing 

for more interest.

       Member FDIC 

Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 

www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

Hurry, offer  
ends May 31st.

BestRate Checking

1.35%
APY1 
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

Earn one of the highest interest rates  
in the nation, plus get up to $1502 

simply for opening an account.

1 New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 
1.35% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period 
the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective March 22, 2010. You must maintain an 
average balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the 
monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice.

2 New checking accounts and new money only. In order to qualify for the $150 you must open a new 
active checking account with new money, sign up for and receive direct deposit and complete 5 debit 
card purchases of $25 or more. Purchases must be completed prior to 45 days after the end of the 
promotion. The promotion compensation will be credited to the checking account 60 days after the 
promotion ends. The promotion ends on May 31, 2010 and is subject to change and early termination 
without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. This 
offer is limited to one per household. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for offer details including balance requirements and certain fees that may apply. 
Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB.

Call for a FREE consultation with our
Landscape Design Division

Beautiful, Worry-Free
Landscaping Begins with

Dragonetti Brothers

Let us personalize your landscape design and create 
your dreamscape with creative and distinctive solutions.

FREE ESTIMATES - “One call does it all”

Ph: 718-451-1300   Fax: 718-451-2655
Visit Our Full Service Nursery, Garden Center, and Florist

1875 Ralph Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234
Ph: 718-241-3172   Fax: 718-241-3882

www.dragonettibrothers.com
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BROTHERS

10% OFF

Any job over $500

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

$5 OFF

Purchases over $50

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

$2 OFF

Propane Tank Refi ll

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

$10 OFF

Purchases over $100

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 5/31/10

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

 

BUSINESS BRIEFS

Many advanced cancers, including those originat-
ing in the breast, lung and prostate, may spread to 
the spine. A new, innovative treatment that has been 
proven to be effective against cancer that has spread 
to the spine is now available at New York Methodist 
Hospital. The new procedure, which was developed at 
the hospital, builds on a standard treatment — kypho-
plasty — in which a neurosurgeon injects a cement-
like material in the spine to eradicate pain.

“We mix Samarium, a radioactive material that 
kills cancer cells, with the cement-like material that’s 
injected into the spine,” said Dr. Hani Ashamala, 
acting chairman of radiation oncology at New York 
Methodist and one of the creators of the new tech-
nique. “This way, there are two benefits: pain con-
trol and cancer control.” 

Called Vertebral Intracavitary Cement and Sa-
marium or VICS, the procedure is performed under 
local anesthesia in approximately one hour. Most pa-
tients return home the same day.

“VICS is attractive because it achieves many sur-
gical goals of a traditional procedure with signifi-
cantly less risk,” said Dr. Martin Zonenshayn, chief 
of neurosurgery.

Samarium, the cancer-killing substance that’s in-
jected into the spine, is FDA approved for patients 
with cancer in the bone. It has no side effects when 
injected into the spine.

As a metastatic tumor grows in the spinal area, 
it expands, displacing or destroying healthy tissue 
and creating pressure. Common treatment options 
include radiation therapy, chemotherapy, surgery 
or medication — all of which are available at New 
York Methodist. 

The new technique has been presented at inter-
national meetings and has been reported in peer 
reviewed journals. “Almost 50 VICS procedures 
have been completed at Methodist, and bone scans 
done on patients afterwards show less cancer in the 
spine,” said Dr. Ashamala, who is now teaching the 
technique to physicians at other metropolitan area 
hospitals. 

For info, please call (718) 780-3677.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

The operators of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park have announced 
the four concessionaires 
who will be serving food 
and drink on Pier 1 — and 
two of them are from Man-
hattan!

Yes, Blue Marble Ice 
Cream — with locations al-
ready in Boerum Hill, Cobble 
Hill and Prospect Heights — 
and Calexico Carne Asada 
from Columbia Street were 
awarded the primo location 
in the new greenspace on the 
East River waterfront, but the 
two other food purveyors are 
members of the bridge and 
tunnel crowd.

The glass-half-full con-
cession approach is com-
pletely contrary to the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Development 
Corporation’s original snack 
mantra.

“Brooklyn Bridge Park 
will not only capture the 
energy of the burgeoning 
Brooklyn food scene, but pro-
vide a platform from which to 
showcase the best of Brook-
lyn to the rest of the world,” 
Corporation President Regina 
Myer said in February.

Myer and company never 
specifically denied that Man-
hattan-based food would creep 
into the pier at the foot of Old 
Fulton Street, but their press 
releases certainly suggested 
otherwise, with promises of 

Half of new concessionaires from the outer borough

“local fare” and the contin-
uation of “strong Brooklyn 
culinary traditions.”

Instead, outer-borough 
eateries Ditch Plains will sell 
hot dogs and French fries, 
and Pier 66 Maritime will 
serve drinks at an outdoor, 
cordoned-off bar.

What’s worse, those two 
concessions beat out some 
Brooklyn classics that were 
vying for the chance to sell 
on the pier, including Red 

Hook’s Lobster Pound.
The good news is that 

Calexico’s juicy steak ta-
cos and all-around exqui-
site Mexican fare have al-
ready won the hearts and 
stomachs of Brooklyn. And 
Blue Marble Ice Cream is as 
good as it gets.

“We’re so excited — it’s 
just a beautiful park and we 
applied for a nice little spot 
at the end of the walkway on 
the water,” said Blue Mar-

ble co-owner Jennie Dun-
das, adding that she’s com-
pletely happy to saddle up 
next to the adjacent Brook-
lyn Ice Cream Factory. “It’s 
going to be double the reward 
for people who are walking 
through the park.”

Developers wouldn’t re-
lease an exact date to ex-
pect food and booze on 
Pier 1, but Dundas said she 
hopes to open sometime next 
month.

By Thomas Tracy
The Brooklyn Paper

Dachshund killer Dudley 
Ramsay was sentenced to just 
four months in prison on Fri-
day despite a massive “all 
paws bulletin” demanding 
that the wiener-dog abuser 
receive the full two years for 
the murder.

Judge Michael Gary lev-
ied the feeble sentence, even 
though he received dozens 
of e-mails from dog lovers 
begging him to send the Fort 
Greene resident away as long 
as legally possible. 

“This is a tragedy,” said 
Mike Szymanski of the Dachs-
hund Examiner, whose cover-
age of the case sparked the e-
mail blitz. “[The four months] 
is a fraction of what Ramsay 
certainly deserves. It was a 
slap on the wrist and showed 
that the judge didn’t care.”

Ramsay was convicted in 
March on aggravated animal 
cruelty stemming from his 
decision to “discipline” the 
5-month-old dog by smash-
ing him against a bathtub, 
causing six fractured ribs and 
damage to the pup’s lungs 
and liver.

Ramsay then waited sev-
eral hours before taking Ju-
nior to a veterinary hospital, 
where he died.

After the conviction, 
Szymanski, a Greenwood 
Heights native who owns 
three Dachshunds, wrote 
about how the 25-year-old 
shrugged off the verdict and 
freely admitted to killing an-
other dachshund.

Judge soft on dog-killer!

Szymanski then asked 
readers to e-mail their out-
rage to Gary and District At-
torney Charles Hynes.

“[Ramsay’s crime] was 
just so brutal and he seemed so 
callous and cavalier about the 
whole thing, I thought his case 
would outrage other people 
and dog lovers,” he said.

His instincts were right 
on.

Hynes’s spokesman Jerry 
Schmetterer said that the dis-
trict attorney’s office received 
over 100 e-mails from pet 
owners across the country, 
demanding that Ramsay gets 
the maximum sentence.

“I’m sick to my stomach 
and my blood’s boiling from 

anger,” wrote one of the dis-
trict attorney’s virtual cor-
respondents, who identified 
himself as “a human and ani-
mal lover.” “[Ramsay] is one 
sick, cruel, and dark human 
being!”

Yet dog lovers contacting 
the DA’s office were bark-
ing up the wrong tree, so to 
speak.

Deputy District Attorney 
Carol Moran pushed for the 
maximum, Schmetterer said, 
but the sentencing decision 
rested with Gary, who made 
an untold number of two- and 
four-legged enemies, in his 
leniency towards Ramsay.

“People have to realize 
that Dachshund lovers can 

be way more radical than 
the Tea Party if we find out 
than an injustice has been 
done,” Szymanski said. “This 
is something that could cost 
this judge his office.”

Gary could not be reached 
for comment by our yapping 
online deadline. Ramsay’s 
attorney Douglas Rankin 
also didn’t return our calls 
in time.

In previous interviews, 
Rankin said Ramsay never 
intended to kill Junior.

“If he intended to kill or 
seriously injure [the dog] he 
would not be bathing it, or 
giving it medicine, discipline 
it or take it to the vet,” he told 
reporters.

Blue Marble Ice Cream co-owners Jennie Dundas and Alexis Miesen will 
bring their treats Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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Former Greenwood Heights resident Mike Szymanski hangs out with his 
three best friends, Rudi, Rex and Dora. He sought a stiff sentence for wiener-
dog killer Dudley Ramsay.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

LANDSCAPING & 
GARDEN DESIGN
“There isn’t a backyard or balcony that 
James Stephenson can’t whip into shape.”

 —Apartment Therapy

Over twenty years 
experience in residential 
& commercial 
landscaping projects

 

Contact James Stephenson: 646-644-7156
View my portfolio at: www.theartistgarden.com

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

SPRING 
CLEANING 
ALL YEAR 
ROUND!

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/14/2010

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/14/2010

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/14/2010

$877
$13
Value
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CAR WASH

7TH AVENUE

18
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AUTO 
SPA

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home 
Delivery within 

Brooklyn

®

10%
OFF
ALL STORE 

MERCHANDISE 
WITH THIS AD

American 
Housewares

welcomes
Sid’s Hardware 

customers
Two fl oors 
of bed, bath, 
closet, kitchen, 
appliances, 
housewares, 
paint, outdoor, 
and hardware 
supplies!
Contractors & Corporate 
Accounts Welcome

Brooklyn Chapter of 
The American Institute  

of Architects*

Making our neighborhood  
a better place to live and work,  

one building at a time.

Consult with an architect who is 
a member of the Brooklyn AIA.

Contact us at: 
AIABROOKLYN.ORG 
(718) 797-4AIA (4242)

*A not-for-profit organization

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

He lived in Brooklyn. By 
choice.

And now, just 45 years 
after Truman Capote oc-
cupied the garden apart-
ment in his famed “House 
on the Heights” — with its 
famous opening line — the 
Willow Street townhouse 
can be yours, for just $18 
million.

If the 11-bedroom man-
sion sells, it will be the most 
expensive house in the bor-
ough’s history. 

“There’s already consid-
erable interest — really it’s 
just a privilege to sell this 
house,” said Karen Heyman, 
the Sotheby’s broker selling 
the three-story Greek Re-
vival manse at 70 Willow St. 
“It’s really just beau-
tiful.”

If these 
walls could 
talk, they’d 
tell stories of 
killer cocktail 
parties with Ca-
pote, who rented 
the ground-floor 
apartment from 
1955 to 65, well 
after he had estab-
lished himself on 
the New York liter-
ary scene. Once ensconced 
in the Heights, Capote set to 

Truman Capote’s Heights home is up for sale

work on his 
best-known 
books — 
banging out 
“Breakfast 

at Tiffany’s” 
and “In Cold Blood” on the 
porch by day, and bringing 
down the house with his soi-

rées by night.
The $18-million asking 

price may be high, but the 
home comes with some ad-
ditional history. It was previ-
ously owned by art director 
Oliver Smith, who would go 
on to design the set for the 
theatrical version of  “Break-

fast at Tiffany’s” a year af-
ter Capote moved in.

The home is now owned 
by writer and photogra-
pher Nicholas Callaway — 
he refused to comment — 
who bought it in 1998 with 
a $1.25-million mortgage. 
Callaway carved out two 
more units in the building 
three years ago.

In his book, Capote de-
scribes Brooklyn Heights 
with sarcastic disdain: a 
“splendid contradiction.” 
His home, however, was 
his sanctuary.

“It stands atop a cliff that 
secures a sea-gull’s view of 
the Manhattan and Brook-
lyn bridges, of Lower Man-
hattan’s tall dazzle and the 
ship-lane waters,” Capote 
wrote.

Heyman said she’s confi-
dent about selling the most 
expensive home in Brooklyn 
— with an incredible walled 
garden, sunny color, its own 
parking garage and a back 
porch — but it’s had trou-
ble on the market before. In 
2007, it went on the market 
for rent at $40,000 per month, 
after it failed to sell.

Now, brokers are taking 
the history angle.

“It’s like living in a coun-
try estate in Brooklyn — with 
a lot more history,” Heyman 
said.

The Willow Street house where Truman 
Capote wrote “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” 
and other works is for sale. The owner 
wants $18 million.

By Helen Klein
The Brooklyn Paper

A Bay Ridge business group is going after the only 
food cart on Fifth Avenue.

Nagi Hassan has been selling halal food at the corner 
of Fifth and Ovington avenues from his legal cart for 
about a year, but members of the Fifth Avenue Business 
Improvement District want to see him gone.

“One restaurant went out of business because he 
couldn’t compete,” said Jim Clark, the president of 
the BID.

Clark complained to Community Board 10 that store-
fronts have to pay rent, utilities and the BID fee, while 
mobile vendors only have to pay for their city license 
and the food they sell.

Clark added Hassan’s cart drips grease onto the side-
walk and his customers leave trash on the corner, leaving 
it is up to business owner to clean up after him.

Food vendors are regulated by the Department of 
Health, which requires that they be at least 20 feet from 
the entrance of a building, on a sidewalk that is at least 
12 feet wide, and at least 10 feet from the crosswalk, 
next to the curb.

Food carts vendors are not required to sweep the 
sidewalk around their carts, but do have to clean up 
any spills.

“The property owner is responsible for maintaining 
the cleanliness of the sidewalk,” said Department of 
Sanitation spokeswoman Kathy Dawkins.  

The issue is a neighborhood-wide one, said Jose-
phine Beckmann, CB10’s district manager. 

“The overwhelming sentiment from shops on the 
strips is that food vendors really have an impact on small 
businesses in the outer boroughs,” she said.

But, the vendors too are trying to survive, said Rich-
ard Giallanzo, who was ordering food from Hassan’s 
cart last Friday.

“He’s trying to earn a living, too,” Giallanzo said. 
“That’s it.”

BAY RIDGE BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

CARROLL GARDENS

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

A landscape designer in 
Carroll Gardens is aiming 
to take back the brownstone 
neighborhood one front yard 
at a time. 

And he’s waging his bat-
tle with the power of persua-
sion — and plenty of card-
board, wood and glue.

Dan Silverstein’s first tar-
get sits at the very epicenter 
of this brownstone enclave 
— a neglected corner front 
yard at Court Street and First 
Place.

Residents have been com-
plaining about the property 

since 1999, citing excessive 
debris and illegal parking, for 
which the owner was slapped 
with three summonses nearly 
a decade ago, city records 
show.

The trashy tradition has 
endured — though no for-
mal complaints have been 
logged since 2003.

Last December, Christmas 
tree salespeople left the place 
a mess of trees and wreath-
filled garbage bags that lin-
gered for two months, Sil-
verstein recalled. 

Today, there’s graffiti on 
a wall adjacent to the yard, 
and cars parking there day 

and night, a violation of city 
law.

“Small public spaces are 
extremely valuable,” Silver-
stein said. “They’re places we 
walk by every day, and they 
affect how people feel about 
their community. 

Silverstein is hoping to 
convince the city, which tech-
nically owns the courtyard, 
to let him design the space 
to better serve the neigh-
borhood. So far, he said, 
he’s had some encouraging 
words from Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope), but 
no firm commitments.

But Ravji Patel, who owns 
the grocery shop adjacent to 
the front yard and is respon-
sible for its maintenance, has 
said he is not interested in 
the plan, Silverstein said. Pa-
tel did not return a call for 
comment. 

Silverstein isn’t de-
terred. 

He’s created a scale model 
showing the potential of the 
property — which he envi-
sions filled with benches and 
plants, a flexible space for 
quiet refection or social in-
teraction — and has taken 
his idea on the road, attend-
ing civic groups to engen-
der support.

The plan is already gen-
erating enthusiasm.

“We would love to see 
something green on that 
corner,” said Maria Pa-

gano, president of the Car-
roll Gardens Neighborhood 
Association.

The cost for the project has 
not yet been determined, but 
is expected to be minimal as 
many of the materials and 
plants can be donated.

It’s not the first time that 
the neighborhood has faced a 
crisis over the front and side 
lots that give Carroll Gar-
dens its name.

Last year, the Hannah 
Senesh Community Day 
School sought to build on 
its front yard, at First Place 
and Smith Street, by getting 
an exemption from the city. 
But mounting criticism de-
railed the plan. The school 
however, continues to allow 
its employees to park in the 
front yard.

Silverstein, who owns a 
firm called GreenZone Land-
scape Design, said if he suc-
ceeds on Court Street, he’d 
like to tackle other neigh-
borhood eyesores, like the 
Senesh front yard. 

An added benefit is that a 
refurbished front yard might 
make the well-heeled neigh-
borhood even more conviv-
ial, he added.

“I’m deeply convinced 
that the way we design and 
treat public spaces affects 
the way people treat one an-
other within the community. 
And that’s very valuable,” 
Silverstein said.

Dan Silverstein wants to turn a vacant lot on Court 
Street into a lush sitting area — and, in doing so, 
provide a model for the entire city. 
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CARROLL GARDENS

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

One day after cops ar-
rested a purse-snatcher in a 
daring undercover sting at 
Trader Joe’s, another ban-
dit plied his sick trade in 
the aisles of the trendy Court 
Street grocery store.

Cops said that a 37-year-old 
United Kingdom native was 
shopping on April 29 at around 

11:30 am and left his wallet 
atop a baby stroller, which the 
English call “buggies.”

When the shopper’s atten-
tion was diverted, perhaps 
by Trader Joe’s value-priced 
bulk chocolate, the thief stole 
his bag, containing a wallet, 
$200, a British driver’s li-
cense and a Green Card.

The thief also rang up $90 
in credit card purchases, buy-

ing Metrocards at a nearby 
station.

The latest crime at the 
much-targeted store at the 
corner of Atlantic Avenue 
came just one day after the 
arrest of a robber by a team 
of undercover officers, one 
of whom posed as an absent-
minded shopper.

But those cops were onto 
other duties when this crime 

went down.
“What, do we have to go 

in every day?” asked one 
officer.

Since it opened in Septem-
ber, 2008, Trader Joe’s has 
been a magnet for bargain 
hunters and thieves. Accord-
ing to our awesome online 
crime database, there have 
been at least seven robberies 
inside the store this year.

One day after big Trader Joe’s bust, thief strikes
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Planning to dig on your property? 

free service

 

To learn more, visit: www.DigNetNYCLI.com

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Dig Brooklyn?
                  Then dig this…

Planning a digging project  
this spring/summer? 

Call DigNet to have underground  
utilities marked, 48 hours prior to breaking 
ground on your property, it could save your 
life and you will be eligible to win a  
$50 Home Depot gift card.*

*Must have a legitimate proposed excavation or demolition. Callers with the sole purpose of entering contest will not be 
considered and will bear the costs associated with facility owners locating their underground facilities. Contest is valid April 
12-September 30. Winners will be chosen by October 15, 2010.

Brooklyn’s Best Car Service
is Only a Phone Call Away!

SERVING ALL NEW YORK METRO AREAS
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Bring this ad in and receive

$2.00 OFF YOUR NEXT TRIP
$20 and up

www.440carservice.com

Kidney Failure?
Do You Need Dialysis?
Dialyze in the comfort of your own home!

LOWER MANHATTAN DIALYSIS CENTER
The Leader In New York Dialysis For 39 Years

HOME DIALYSIS PROGRAM
Regain Control of Your Life!

FEEL BETTER. LIVE HEALTHIER. MORE ENERGY. FEWER MEDICATIONS.

Contact Us: HomeDialysisNY.com
212.686.6976

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

Cobble Hill–Red Hook
A gun-wielding perp 

mugged two F-train com-
muters in separate brutal inci-
dents on May 7 at the Carroll 
Street station.

The first victim, 56, told cops 
that she had just gotten off the 
Coney Island-bound train at 
around 8:45 am at the Presi-
dent Street end of the station 
when a man grabbed her purse, 
pulled a gun on her and said, 
“Shut up or I’ll kill you.”

He got the purse, which 
contained $40 and a pair of 
glasses.

But he wasn’t done, yet.
About five minutes later, the 

same thug approached a second 
victim, pulling a gun and drag-
ging her to the ground before 
saying, “Shut the f— up!”

This time, he got the 26-year-
old woman’s iPod and Droid 
phone.

Rock and rolled
A would-be car thief was 

nabbed by cops after break-
ing into a car on Bond Street 
on May 5.

Officer Oscar Morales 
said he watched the 37-year-
old thug smash a rock through 
the car window on the block 
between First and Second 
streets at around 1 pm, and 
moved in quickly.

When arrested, the perp 
had some credit cards on him 
that had been reported sto-
len months earlier.

Old gold
A thief sneaked into the St. 

Mary’s Star of the Sea senior 
citizen apartments on First 
Street on May 9 — and stole 
$3,000 from a resident.

Cops said that the thief 
entered the building, which 
is between Hoyt and Bond 
streets, at around 7:20 am and 
said he was visiting someone 
in the building.

He got upstairs and en-
tered an unlocked apartment, 
but fled when the resident 
screamed. At some point, 
however, he re-entered and 
swiped the cash from the 
85-year-old victim.

IKEA bad idea
Yet another shopper has 

been ripped off when tak-
ing a Swedish meatball break 
at the IKEA superstore on 
Beard Street.

In the latest incident at 
around 1:45 pm on May 6, 
a 26-year-old shopper told 
cops that she left her purse 
on her chair for just a few 
minutes while she threw out 
the garbage from her lunch 
in the store’s otherwise de-
lightful cafeteria.

The thief got $50 and a 
$200 gift card.

— Gersh Kuntzman

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Target trouble
Two thieves were arrested 

on May 5 when they sup-
planted an apparent smok-
ing addiction with another 
bad habit — shoplifting.

Police said that the sus-
pects, a 41-year-old man and 
a 42-year-old woman, were 
caught trying to swipe 18 
packages of Nicorette gum 
from the Target in the Atlan-
tic Terminal Mall on Flat-
bush and Atlantic avenues 
at 6:50 pm.

The two also tried to 
pocket 19 boxes of Prilosec 
heartburn treatment before 
store employees grabbed 
them and contacted police.

More malling
A fast-moving thief 

snagged a pocketbook from 
a woman’s shopping cart as 
she perused the aisles at Mar-
shalls on May 7.

The 31-year-old woman told 
police that she was shopping 
in the department store, which 
is part of the Atlantic Center 
Mall, at Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues at 5:30 pm when she 
turned away from her cart for 
just a few moments.

When she turned back, her 
bag, which contained $700, her 
credit cards and an Australian 
driver’s licence was gone.

Rock head
A young man brought a 

quick end to heated spat on 
May 6 with the bluntest of re-
buttals — a concrete rock.

Police said that the 21-year-
old assailant and his victim 
were arguing at the corner of 
DeKalb and Vanderbilt av-
enues at 7:40 pm when the 
suspect tried to brain his 
opponent, leaving the man 
with a deep gash above his 
right eye.

Paramedics treated the 
victim’s wound while re-
sponding officers took the ag-
gressor into custody, charg-
ing him with assault.

Day care devil
A thief broke into the As-

piring Stars Day Care Cen-
ter on Gates Avenue on May 
6, taking the children’s new-
est toy — a flat-screen tele-
vision.

Police were told that some-
one entered the center, which 
is at Downing Street, some-
time after 7:30 pm through a 
back door that was mistak-
enly left unlocked.

Phone grab
A 12-year-old boy lost his 

cellphone on May 5 when two 

quicker kids scooped it up off 
the street before he could.

The child told police that he 
was on Adelphi Street nearing 
DeKalb Avenue at 6 pm when 
he dropped his phone.

He was about to reach 
down and get it when two 
13-year-old boys ran by, 
snatched it from its resting 
place, and ran off.

Van vixen
A brazen bandit broke into 

a commercial van on May 4 
before the driver was out of 
earshot, police said.

The employee for Apart-
ment Supplies Inc. said that 
he had parked the van on Park 
Avenue between Emmerson 
and Classon avenues at 11:30 
am and was just paces away 
when he heard his door open 
and close.

When he turned, he saw 
an man running away from 
the van. The vehicle’s naviga-
tion system was in his hand, 
cops were told. 

— Thomas Tracy

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Gnarly!
A thief swiped a 24-year-

old skateboarder’s purse that 
she had stashed behind an 
air conditioner while she did 
some sick tricks in Washing-
ton Park, formerly J.J. Byrne 
Park, on May 5.

The ripped-off ripper told 
cops that she had hidden her 
bag inside the park on Fifth 
Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues at around 11 
pm. When she returned to 
grab her gear an hour later, 
it was gone.

She lost an assortment of 
credit cards and IDs, her cell 
phone, an iPod and $200.

Broke & entered
A burglar stole a laptop 

from a Sixth Avenue apart-
ment on May 5.

The tenant told cops she 
had left her place between St. 
Marks and Flatbush avenues 
at around 8:10 am.

When she returned 
home about 12 hours later, 
her $3,000 Macbook was 
gone.

— Stephen Brown

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Macy’s menace
Is it Groundhog Day at 

Macy’s? Yet another thief 
has struck at the popular de-
partment store on the Ful-

ton Mall.
This time, a woman was 

trying on clothes at the store 
between Lawrence and 
Bridge streets on May 8. 
The woman told cops she had 
left a fitting room at around 
11 am for a moment to re-
trieve a larger pair of pants. 
When she went back into the 
room, her purse was miss-
ing an assortment of credit 
cards and IDs.

This is at least the fourth 
such incident in the last 90 
days. 

Rotten apple
A burglar busted into a 

Willow Street apartment 
on May 7 and stole an Ap-
ple computer and $150 in 
coins.

The resident told cops 
that she had left her place 
between Clark and Pierre-
pont streets at around 9 am. 
When she returned 12 hours 
later, her $2,500 computer 
— and her coin collection 
— was gone.

Nailed!
A thief swiped a woman’s 

purse while she got her nails 
did on May 8.

The woman told cops 
that she was getting a man-
icure at Jay & J Nail on Wa-
ter Street between Jay and 
Pearl streets at around 7:30 
pm. When she returned her 

attention to her purse, she 
realized it was gone. She 
lost an assortment of credit 
cards and IDs, $500 and a 
cellphone.

Duane peeved
A thief stole an assortment 

of pharmaceutical goods 
from the Court Street Duane 
Reade on May 8.

An employee told cops 
the thief entered the store 
between Remsen and Jora-
lemon streets at around 8:20 
am and went behind the phar-
macy counter.

He then swiped $1,137 in 
“Contour Test Strips” — for 
testing blood glucose — and 
a “Medical Tester,” appar-
ently without being con-
fronted.

Oddly, the employee told 
cops the suspect does this at 
the same time every week.

Purse swipe
A thief swiped a woman’s 

purse while she exited the bus 
at the corner of Jay and Cha-
pel streets on May 6.

The victim told cops that 
she had gotten off the bus 
at around 2:30 pm when the 
thief snatched her purse, caus-
ing her to fall. The 55-year-
old lady lost $70 and an as-
sortment of IDs.

Window creeper
A burglar snuck into an 

Atlantic Avenue apartment 

through a damaged window 
on May 5.

The resident told cops that 
he had left his apartment at 
around 1 pm. When he re-
turned five hours later, two 
laptops and a bicycle were 
missing.

Car robbed
A thief grabbed that hot-

test of cars — a 1995 Honda 
Civic — from Nevins Street 
on May 4. The owner told 
cops that he had last seen it 
two days before at around 
9 pm.

Thefts of very old Honda 
Civics are an almost weekly 
stable in our Police Blotter. 
Crooks apparently like the 
parts.

— Stephen Brown

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Random punch
A hooligan attacked and 

tried to mug a man on Lo-
rimer Street on May 5.

The victim told cops that 
he was near Bayard Street 
at about 1 pm when the jerk 
approached and demanded 
cash. When he resisted, 
the perp punched him in 
the face and fled. The vic-
tim later had a purple face, 
but still had his dinero. 

Shayz malaise
A sneaky thug broke into 

the Shayz Lounge com-
mercial building on Frank-
lin Street and stole a hand-
ful of electronics overnight 
on May 3.

Managers arrived at about 
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POYKPAC has the Internet to thank for its 
fame, but the Brooklyn comedy troupe still 
likes to do things live.

At the new monthly show “Heyday” at Public 
Assembly, the troupe behind the satirical “Hip-
ster Olympics,” will, yes, be trying out new video 

pieces, as well as stand-
up and sketch.

“We get to do things 
that we could never do 
online,” said Ryan 
Hunter, a member of 
the troupe, whose acro-
nomic name stands for 
“Pictures Of Your Kids 
Pooping And Crying.” 

“There’s nothing truly organic about the expe-
rience of watching a screening, no relationship 
with the audience, whereas on stage, you get to 
have that relationship.”

Their videos — including a live-action spin 
on the classic Mario Brothers video games that 
has more than 23 million YouTube views — 
are hugely popular, but POYKPAC doesn’t 
like to follow the same recipe.

“We try not to repeat ourselves too much,” said 
Hunter. “Even when something’s successful, we 
want to come out with something different.”

Still, the group likes the video game for-
mat — a recent video, “I’m Not Drunk Game,” 
is a short in the style of an old school game 
where the objective is to make it to your car 
and drive home without getting stopped by 
friends, or the cops. 

Sometimes you just have to give the peo-
ple what they want.

“Heyday: A Night of Comedy” at Public 
Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 384-
4586], May 18 at 8 pm. Tickets $3. For info, visit 
www.poykpac.com. — Meredith Deliso

The Brooklyn Folk Festival has already got-
ten too big for its britches!

The second annual event not only features 
a slew of the borough’s best musicians at Ja-
lopy on Columbia Street, but has added extra 
shows at Cabrini Urban Meadow Park on Presi-
dent Street between Co-
lumbia and Van Brunt 
streets.

You can thank banjo 
player and blues folk-
lorist Eli Smith for the 
expansion of the May 
21-23 event. As he did 
last year, Smith has 
beaten the bushes to 
find an eclectic mix 
of old-time music, blues, pre-blues, jug band 
music, New Orleans jazz folk songwriting, 
Greek, African and Mexican folk music.

Highlights include North Carolina banjo 
player and ballad singer Clifton Hicks (pic-
tured), singer/songwriters Feral Foster and 
Mamie Minch, blues artist Ernie Vega, and 
Smith’s own Dust Busters Band.

Beyond that, there will also be square danc-
ing on May 23, when folk music aficionados 
and musicians alike can get to stepping.

Brooklyn Folk Festival at Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Woodhull and Rapelye 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 395-3214], May 21-
23. For info, visit www.brooklynfolkfest.com.
 — Stephen Witt

By Michèle De Meglio
The Brooklyn Paper

Red Hook furniture company salvaged 
200 feet of Coney Island’s Board-
walk — and turned it into expen-

sive coffee tables.
City-hired contractors demolished sec-

tions of the Riegelmann Boardwalk in 
Brighton Beach and Sea Gate earlier this 
year, then charged Uhuru Design $800 
for the tropical hardwood planks, which 
were later turned into furniture pieces 
that sell for $2,400 to $7,200.

“Hundreds of thousands of people have 
walked on the Boardwalk,” said Uhuru de-
signer Bill Hilgendorf. “It’s iconic, and to 
be able to preserve that is valuable.”

Each piece of furniture is inspired by 
Coney history, including a lounge chair 
curved like the Cyclone, a coffee table in 
a circular shape reminiscent of the Won-
der Wheel and a small end table struc-
tured like the Parachute Jump.

“We weren’t sure what to make, so we 
went down to Coney Island and did a big 
photo essay,” Hilgendorf said. “The three 
landmark rides that are still standing re-

ally called out to us so we 
created the line around 
them.”

The city doesn’t make 
any money from the 
sale of the furniture 
or the wood planks, 
but a Parks Depart-
ment spokesman 
justified the give-
away of such a 
valuable piece 

of New York 
history be- cause contractors hired by the city to re-

move the wood tend to “submit lower bids” 
because they know they can profitably re-
sell the salvaged material.

“The city isn’t losing anything,” said 
Todd Dobrin, chair of the Coney Island 

Friends of the Boardwalk. “It would 
cost a lot of money to throw away 
all that wood.”

Last year, the city actually gave 
away the wood for free.

“At the opening of the beach 
last year, they were giving 
commemorative pieces of the 
boardwalk away in the goody 

bags,” Dobrin said. “I sent a 
piece to some retired Brooklynites 
in Florida. They loved it.”

Coney boosters cheered the 
furniture company for keeping 

a piece of history, albeit in a completely 
different form, alive.

“This wood is not only part of the 

historic Boardwalk, but it’s really good, 
straight-grain hardwood that should be re-
purposed,” said Charlie Denson, execu-
tive director of the Coney Island History 
Project, which will have some planks on 
display in its exhibit space on Surf 
Avenue. “It’s important that any-
thing that can be recycled 
should be recycled.”

But mostly, Uhuru’s 
collection is a reminder 
of how important and in-
spirational Coney Island 
is, said Karen Auster, the 
organizer of BKLYN De-
signs, an annual showcase 
of the best new home furnish-
ings the borough’s artists have 
to offer.

“It’s a testament to how wonder-
ful Coney Island is,” she said.

Uhuru Design [160 Van Brunt St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and Sum-

mit Street in Red Hook, (718) 855-6519]; 
Coney Island History Project [824 Surf 
Ave. between W. Eighth and 10th streets 
in Coney Island, (718) 266-0012].

Coney boardwalk gets salvaged for swanky furniture

Used cycles will be rolling into Park Slope’s 
Washington Park on May 16 for the second an-
nual Brooklyn Bike Jumble.

Harry Schwartz-
man organized the 
“flea market for bicy-
cles” last year after re-
alizing that bike-happy 
Brooklyn didn’t have 
a marketplace for two-
wheelers.

“People need bikes, 
and people want to get 
rid of stuff, so we bring 

them together,” said Schwartzman. 
The merchandise comes from East Coast 

retailers who restore bicycles to working con-
dition, as well as people just looking to part 
with a used two-wheeler. The cycles usually 
run from $50 to about $200.

Brooklyn Bike Jumble at Washington Park 
[Third Street at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], May 16 from 10 am-4 pm. For 
info, visit www.nybikejumble.com.

— Elizabeth Dana

114 Bay Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865

View our menus at www.casapepe.com

Graduations are right around the corner! 
Plan to celebrate in one of our private party rooms. 

The $30 Prix-Fixe Lobster 
Celebration Menu continues at

LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA

LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA

OUTDOOR GARDEN ROOM NOW OPEN

Restaurant & Lounge
66 Water Street in DUMBO

718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

See our updated menu online

What does...

 BABY BACK
 MEATBALLS
 BLACK TRUFFLE
 NAPOLEAN
 FALAFEL
 BRONZINI

...have in common?

The New Summer 
Menu Dishes at

“Take an 
Asian dining 
ride and explore 
the talents of a 
kitchen that serves 
up cuisine with 
tranquility, fair prices 
and good tastes.” 
— DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

INTRODUCING

Saporita

PIZZA
to Downtown Brooklyn!

FREE delivery to Downtown and parts of  
Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

27 Smith Street  (near Livingston Street)

718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm

www.saporitapizza.com
 

SaladsPizza

Hero SandwichesPastas

Walk and roll: Red Hook-based craftsmen Bill Hilgendorf and Jason Horvath (right) make furniture out of pieces of the Coney 
Island Boardwalk, including a coffee table inspired by the Wonder Wheel and a lounge chair that curves like the Cyclone.
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Jonny Porkpie has a bad idea.
In a venue that already pushes the limits, 

the unofficial burlesque mayor of New York 
City is encouraging his burlesque beauties 
to do absolutely anything they want.

The show — “Bad Ideas” — comes to 
Coney Island’s Burlesque at the Beach on 
May 20, with some of the best in the busi-
ness bringing new cards to the stage.

There’ll be heartbreaker BB Heart; the 
vivacious Jo Boobs; Legs Malone, the girl 

with the 34-and-a-half-inch inseam; and 
Peekaboo Point, the fastest tassel-twirler 
from East to West.

“The first act will be a glorious showcase 
of the wonders of the modern burlesque, filled 
with beautiful women performing the bril-
liant acts which best exemplify their skill, 
humor and sexiness,” said Porkpie.

During the second act, the ladies will be 
given free reign, challenged by ringmas-
ter Porkpie to bring to life their most-out-

rageous ideas.
“It will be a fantastic freakin’ trainwreck,” 

said Porkpie, who ran for mayor last year 
on a pro-nudity platform.

This bad idea just might turn out to be 
pretty great.

Jonny Porkpie’s Bad Ideas at Coney Is-
land USA [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street in 
Coney Island], May 20 at 9 pm. Tickets $10. 
For info, visit www.jonnyporkpie.com.

 — Meredith Deliso
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FRI, MAY 14
BKLYN MADE: A showcase of some 

of the borough’s finest food and 
beverage manufacturers. Free. 
Noon–4 pm. Brooklyn Borough 
Hall [209 Joralemon St. at Court 
Street in Downtown, (718) 875-1000 
ext. 132]. 

THEATER, “ROMEO & JULIET”: Up-
dated to feature a Russian-Jewish 
Romeo and a Palestinian Juliet find-
ing love in the streets of Brooklyn. 
$15 ($10 seniors and students). 8 
pm. Genesis @ The Block Institute 
[376 Bay 44th St. (347) 492-0534], 
www.genesis-repertory.org. 

THEATER, “CITY OF ANGELS”: Tony 
Award-winning Cy Coleman musical 
set in the golden age of Hollywood. 
$14-$18. 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352-
3101], galleryplayers.com. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: Dancers 
dodge cinder blocks, fly through 
the air and, as the name suggests, 
run up walls in the Streb company’s 
latest. $20 (adults), $10 (kids). 7 pm. 
STREB Lab for Action Mechanics 
[51 N. First St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-6491], www.streb.org. 

FILM, “FRAMING FICTION”: As part 
of the Brooklyn Arts Council’s 
“Scene: Brooklyn” series. $10. 7 pm. 
Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 222-
8500], www.galapagosartspace.com. 

READING, STORYSCAPE ANTHOL
OGY RELEASE PARTY: A night of 
poetry, prose and art. $3 donation. 
7–9 pm. Brooklyn Historical Society 
[128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, DEBUT NOVELIST NIGHT: 
Featuring Heidi Durrow and Mi-
chele Young-Stone. 7:30 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096], word-
brooklyn.wordpress.com. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Selec-
tions from Chopin, Mazurka and 
Scherzo, with Roy Eaton on piano. 
$35 ($30 seniors, $15 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, ERNIE HAWKINS: Texas style 
acoustic blues. $10 ($6 kids). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (917) 586-
5298], www.bsec.org. 

 With 
music from vegan DJs Lil Rayand 
iLan. $15 ($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefield [622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855-3388], www.little-
fieldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ROCKIN FOR OUR TROOPS: 
With Big City Rockers, Rock Island 

students). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, “PRACTICING”: A concert 
and conversation with creative Jew-
ish improvisers. $20. 8 pm. Kolot 
Chayeinu at the Church of the 
Gethsemane [1012 Eighth Avenue 
at 10th Street in Park Slope, (718) 
390-7493].

MUSIC, THE NIELDS: $15. 9 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull Street in Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, CLASSIC DISCO DANCE 
NIGHT: From the Bee Gees to Barry 
White. $10. 9:30 pm–1 am. Hunter’s 
Steak and Ale House [9404 Fourth 
Ave. between 94th and 95th streets 
in Bay Ridge, (646) 554-7902], www.
hunterssteakhouse.net. 

DANCE, FLOATING KABARETTE: 
A night of burlesque, and dance 
by Jenny Rocha and Her Painted 
Ladies. 10:30 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-

lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am–4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 9 am–5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. Noon–8 
pm. Artists and Fleas (129 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg), www.
artistsandfleas.com. 

MEGA STOOP SALE: Free. 11 am. [311 
23rd St. between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 852-7630], www.ccgreen-
woodhts.com. 

OTHER
ART, “NAILED”: More than 1,200 

paintings, drawings, photographs, 
mixed media and sculptures by 250 
artists are on exhibit and up for 
sale. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt St., 
near Reed Street in Red Hook, (917) 
655-2980], www.bwac.org. 

SPRING CARNIVAL: Petting zoo, 
games, rides, crafts, face-painting, 
snacks, and more. Free admission. 
10 am–3 pm. Families First [250 Bal-
tic St. at Court Street in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 237-1862], www.familiesfirst-
brooklyn.org. 

READING, PRESTON ALLEN: Author 
of “Jesus Boy.” Free. 4 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central branch 

Eighth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
499-3253]. 

MUSIC, LIFE IN A BLENDER: 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, MAY 15

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “CITY OF ANGELS”: 2 pm 

and 8 pm. See Friday, May 14. 
DANCE, “LE CIRQUE FERRIQUE”: A 

re-imagining of favorite childhood 
fairy tales. $30 ($25 children). 2 and 
7 pm. 303 Bond Street Theatre (303 
Bond Street in Carroll Gardens), 
www.companyXIV.com. 

THEATER, “ROMEO & JULIET”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 14. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 3 pm and 
7 pm. See Friday, May 14. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Selec-
tions from Mozart, Shostakovich 
and Schubert. $35 ($30 seniors, $15 

Arsenal, The Groove, Dirty Stay 
Outs, USO Liberty Belles, Ami Jane 
and the Blue Star Band, The Canny 
Brothers Band, Prodigal Child, and 
The Piranha Brothers. $20. 8 pm–1 
am. Leif Erickson Bar [6725 Fifth 
Ave. at Senater Street in Bay Ridge, 
(347) 668-4122]. 

MUSIC, “LONG TIME NO SEE — A 
TRIBUTE TO EMITT RHODES”: 
With performances by Grand Mal, 
Common Prayer, Benjamin Trokan, 
Justin Russo, and Dave Sherman. 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, BURR JOHNSON BAND: 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Café [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, DANNY KALB’S “GUITAR 
EXPLOSION”: Blues legend per-
forms with Randy Johnston and 
Marc Daine. 10 pm. Two Boots [514 
Second St. between Seventh and 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 14

Rauf-ish wit
Yes, we sound like 
broken records (what 
were they again?), 
but whenever you 
get a chance to see 
Life in a Blender at 
Barbes, you need to 
take it. Tonight, the 
dozen or so mem-
bers of Don Rauf’s 
eclectic band will 
spill off the stage 
and into the audi-
ence at Brooklyn’s 
jazz epicenter. It’s all 
in support of the 
new record, “Kill the 
Bottle,” which mixes 
pop, rock, jazz and 
even some Sinatra 
into one spirited LP. 

10 pm. Life in a Blender 
at Barbes [376 Ninth St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177].

SATURDAY
May 15

Haitian 
times
If it’s a nice day, head 
to East River State 
Park, where cele-
brated street artist 
Swoon is part of a 
show inspired by the 
Haitian earthquake. 
Swoon’s prototype 
shelter for homeless 
Haitians is made from 
wood and gravel 
sandbags — and is 
functional as well as 
thought-provoking. 
The adobe sculpture 
headlines an exhibit of 
sculptures that dot the 
state park’s landscape.

10 am-dusk. Williams-
burg Waterfront Sculp-
ture Exhibition in East 
River State Park (N. 
Eighth Street and Kent 
Avenue in Williams burg). 

SUNDAY
May 16

Erin go 
Norge
This Sunday’s 59th 
Annual Norwegian 
Day Parade is the 
first big march after 
the city’s parade-
trimming budget 
cuts went into effect, 
trimming the route 
by five blocks. But 
it’ll still be a tremen-
dous celebration of 
Norwegian Constitu-
tion Day, which is 
like the Fourth of 
July, Cinco de Mayo 
and May Day all 
rolled into one in 
Bay Ridge. And Miss 
Norway (Bay Ridge, 
that is) will be there!

12:30 pm. Parade kicks off 
on Fifth Avenue at 83rd 
Street and terminates at 
Leif Ericson Park. For info, 
call (718) 745-6653.

SUNDAY
May 16

Eat it
More than 40 restau-
rants and chefs will 
participate in the 
annual “Taste of Wil-
liamsburg” food festi-
val — but the main 
attraction could be a 
cookoff battle 
between the bor-
ough’s greatest com-
petitive chef, Theo 
Peck (pictured), and 
his longtime rival, 
Nick Suarez. When 
the smoke clears, you 
can dine on delica-
cies from Aurora, 
Dressler, Traif, Pies ’n 
Thighs, and others.

Noon-4 pm. Taste of 
Williamsburg (N. 11th 
Street between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williams burg). Tickets 
are $35. For info, visit 
www.tastewg.com.

THURSDAY
May 20

Joke off
Cancer is hilarious. At 
least it will be at the 
“Comedy for Cancer” 
fundraiser at South-
paw. This year’s ben-
efit includes rising 
comedy star Sean 
Patton, Adam New-
man, Trevor Williams 
and Nick Ross. Ross 
(pictured) is also a 
cancer survivor, so 
you know he knows 
how to laugh at the 
Big C. “Why do a 
show about cancer?” 
he quipped. “I don’t 
know. Maybe I just 
want to get it out of 
my system.”

8 pm. Comedy for 
Cancer at Southpaw [125 
Fifth Ave. at Sterling 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236]. Tickets $10.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, MAY 17

 
Monthly meeting. 6:30 pm. Com-
munity Board 1 office (435 Graham 
Ave. between Frost and Richard-
son streets in Williamsburg). 

 Full board 
meeting. 7:15 pm. Community 
Board 10 office [8119 Fifth Ave. 
between 81st and 82nd streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 745-6827]. 

WED, MAY 19
 Public hear-

ing on car sharing. 6 pm. 
Polytechnic Institute’s Dibner 
Library [5 MetroTech Center in 
Downtown, (718) 596-5410]. 

 7 pm. 
Xaverian HS [7100 Shore Rd. and 
72nd Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 238-
6044], www.golden.nysenate.gov. 

THURS, MAY 20

 Monthly meeting. 
6:30 pm. Long Island College 
Hospital [339 Hicks St. near Atlantic 
Avenue in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-
3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 
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RESTAURANT/BAR

We Deliver Lunch & Dinner!

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

Centennials: A Spring Concert

Saturday, May 22, 7:30 PM
St. Augustine’s Church

116 Sixth Avenue, Park Slope
$20 at door; $15 with reservations (718-907-0963)

b. 1710 
Giovanni 
Pergolesi

Stabat Mater

These events are sponsored in part by the Greater New York Arts 
Development Fund of the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, 

administered by the Brooklyn Arts Council, Inc. (BAC)

b. 1810 
Robert 

Schumann
Various Lieder

b. 1910
Samuel Barber

Reincarnations

Frank Loesser
Sit Down, You’re Rocking 
the Boat (Guys and Dolls)

Brooklyn 
Philharmonia Chorus

Free Day Camp. 5 minutes from Exit 11S 
on the Belt Parkway. Located in Queens. 
The club is open for inspection. See the 
Web site for info or call 718-634-2900

Silver Gull Club, Inc. is an authorized concessioner of Gateway National Recreation Area, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior

A family of four can enjoy 
100 days of fun in the 
sun for as little as $2704 
for the entire summer.

DAILY USE RATE
$80 per cabana
$65 per cabinette
$60 per bath cabin
$50 per adult
$30 per child

www.silvergullclub.com
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 Charlie Hall (left) and Patrick Berkery, founders of 
the Lindsay Buckingham Appreciation Society, which will perform 
Fleetwood Mac’s “Tusk” in its entirety on May 16 at Union Hall.

GUARANTEED!    
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CAFE • JUICE BAR • GRILL

$5 OFF
Any Delivery over $30

COBBLE HILL

WWW.NATURESGRILLCAFE.COM

LET NATURE’S GRILL HELP YOU 
START THE SPRING OFF RIGHT!

Get Back Into Shape!

$10 OFF
Any Delivery over $60

featuring the works of
JiYe Kim

Crystal Gregory
Josh Alexander

Christine Staehelin
Rebecca Aidlin
Donna Powers

Carlton Scott Sturgill
Reamonn Byrne

Caitlin Clifford
Katerina Marcelja

Vincent Romano
Katharyn Laranger

Stephen Paul
Aldo Pizzi

Amallia Orman
Bob Melzmuf

Cynthia Lawson Jaramillo
Duane Roberts

Jenn Fuentes
Andrew Willgress

Daniel Clapp
Christy Powers

Mylene Giacobetti
Marci Paper

Jaclyn Mednicov
Jimmy Fountain

Brian Smith
Brandon Whightsel

Patrick King
Charles Buckley

EK Buckley
Christina Sarquiz

Raghava KK
Sarah Valeri
Craig kaths

Hiroki Haraguchi

for additional information go to madarts.org or giacobettipaul.com or call 917 548 8107

Giacobetti Paul Gallery

MADARTS
STUDIOS
present

THE 2010 MADARTS 
OPEN STUDIO 
TOUR

this weekend
May 15th and 16th
between the hours 
of 12 and 6 pm
at

MADARTS STUDIOS
255 18th Street at 5th Avenue
South Park Slope, Brooklyn
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

tomachs dropped all over 
Brooklyn when Jason Stevens, 
owner of reBar on Front Street 

in DUMBO, revealed earlier this 
year that he had hired a new chef 
at his gorgeous, cloister-like sec-
ond-floor aerie.

No knock on maestro Jeremy 
Leech, but reBar’s prior chef, Lori 
D’Agostino, was the woman who 
turned Stevens’s excellent craft-
beer-and-cocktail bar into a true 
gastropub. Her mussels, after all, 

was the reason that we created 
our “The Best Thing We Ate This 
Week” column — that’s how good 
they were. And her hanger steak 
was another instant classic.

Under Leech’s leadership, the 
menu has been reconfigured, but 
it’s still pocked with greatness: The 
truffle oil polenta with a sunny-
side-up egg and pine nuts ($6) is 
as rich as an appetizer can be with-
out fully destroying your appetite. 
The only way to improve upon this 
dish is to double the size, make it 
an entree and call it a night.

We also enjoyed an appetizer of 

baby artichokes sauteed with crispy 
chunks of bacon ($7).

Standout entrees include a 
homemade — and surprisingly 
light — boar sausage ($21) and 
the pulled pork sandwich ($12), 
a cloud of cumin-specked, slow-
cooked pork.

And thanks to General Manager 
Luke Wheeler’s continued excel-
lence with the booze, reBar remains 
a true triple threat: great drinks, 
great food and a great room. 

reBar [147 Front St. between 
Pearl and Jay streets in DUMBO, 
(718) 766-9110]

DUMBO mainstay debuts new menu

He had me at Cointreau.
Year’s back, reBar created a 

mini-stir in DUMBO when it 
created a ginger-vodka, grape-
fruit and cherry concoction that 
was so popular with one person 
in our newsroom that the bar-
tenders named the girly cock-
tail, “The Gersh.”

But when the company that 
made the ginger-vodka went out 
of business, “The Gersh” disap-
peared from the menu.

So imagine my delight when I 

returned to reBar last week, and 
General Manager Luke Wheeler 
introduced me to a drink that he 
had crafted with me in mind.

The grapefruit juice is still a 
major ingredient, the ginger bite 
now comes from Canton Ginger, 
and vodka has been replaced by 
Jim Beam rye. But the key fla-
vor comes from Creole Shrubb, 
an orange liqueur reminiscent of 
Cointreau.

“We’ve taken the essential 
girly-ness of the original Gersh 

and given it some manly balance,” 
Wheeler said. “Considering that 
your consumption of rye is sec-
ond only to your love of bright 
pink Cosmos, this should now be 
the perfect drink for you.”

He knows me too well.

Combine all ingredients in a 
shaker with ice. Shake vigorously. 
Pour into a highball glass and 
garnish with a cherry and a copy 
of The Brooklyn Paper.The truffle-infused polenta with a soft-boiled egg is a stand-

out dish at reBar.

Like his pizza, Michael Ayoub’s career 
as a pizza man has been circular — when 
he opens his second outpost of Williams-
burg pizza spot Fornino this week in Park 
Slope, he’ll be returning to the space where 
he first made his mark nearly 20 years ago 
at Cucina, once the lone high-quality eat-
ery in Park Slope. 

This time, though, he’ll be taking on 
grilled pizza — his “other love.”

“It’s surreal,” said Ayoub, of his return 
to the former Cucina space. “It’s like put-
ting on an old sweater again.” 

These days, both Ayoub and the concept 
have grown up a little bit.

“As a chef, I really like to challenge my-
self. Grilled pizza isn’t really done in New 
York and it’s certainly not done round,” said 
Ayoub, adding that grilled pizza affords for 
more delicate toppings, like softer cheeses, 
that can’t handle the heat of a 1,000-degree 
wood-fired oven.  That is, pizzas like his 
Gorgonzola with Fior di Latte, figs and ar-
ugula ($14). 

Fornino really shares only a name and gen-
eral enthusiasm for pizza with its Williams-
burg precursor. Aside from grilled pizza, 
Fornino Park Slope will feature a much-
expanded menu that includes a wide range 

of pastas, antipasti, entrees and homemade 
sausages like the chicken apricot and talle-
gio with broccoli rabe ($15). It’s also a rela-
tive behemoth at 165 seats. 

“It’s really cucina de la nonna [grandmoth-
er’s kitchen],” said Ayoub “The only thing 
missing is grandma serving it to you.”

Fornino [256 Fifth Ave. between Gar-
field Place and Carroll Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 399-8600]. — Kristen V. Brown

The ritzy Five Front is now Brooklyn Bridge 
Gardens, a new bar near Brooklyn Bridge 
Park that was set to open this Friday.

It’ll be more tavern than trattoria.
“It’s going to have more of a bar feel to 

it than last time,” said chef Paul Vicino, 
who owned the glamorous Five Front res-
taurant but will stay on as the cook. “It’s 
going to be classic.”

The wood finish and new-American feel 
of the old Five Front — tucked at the corner of 
Front and Old Fulton streets at the anchorage 
of the Brooklyn Bridge — already gave the 
location a classic allure. But its new renova-
tions certainly cater to a thirstier crowd.

On its back patio, tables and chairs have 
been replaced with wood-finished benches 
and chest-high drinking space. New wood 
floors were installed inside alongside a refin-
ished bar, and workers are just finishing up 
a smaller chandeliered room for the diners.

Vicino said the food will still provide that 
classic American experience — his burgers at 
Five Front were outstanding — but the own-
ers wanted to give an under-served drinking 
community a reason to stick around. There 
will be more drinks, more drinking space 

and drinkers, as Brooklyn Bridge Park pulls 
an audience in the coming months.

And with a wine bar opening up at the park 
pier this summer, it looks like sunset sippin’ 
in DUMBO is making a mighty debut.

Brooklyn Bridge Gardens (5 Front St. 
between Old Fulton Street and Dock 
Street in DUMBO, no phone).

— Andy Campbell
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The Best Thing  
We Ate This Week
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“ Everyone was pleasant,   

 thoughtful and kind, which 

 is just what you need in an   

 urgent situation.” 

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

READING, CINDY NEMSER: 
Author of “Tales of the 
1970s Art World.” 6 pm. 
A.I..R. Gallery [111 Front St. 
between Old Fulton and 
Dock streets in DUMBO, 
(212)255.6651], www.airgal-
lery.org. 

THEATER, “ROMEO AND 
JULIET”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

MICRO MUSEUM FUND
RAISER: Music, games and 
art to kick off a three-year 
retrospective of this unique 
24-year-old museum. direct 
donations. 8–11 pm. Micro 
Museum [123 Smith St. 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 
797-3116], www.micromu-
seum.com. 

SUN, MAY 16

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, PARK SLOPE: Up-

close look at the Grand 
Army Plaza Arch, the Mon-
tauk Club, and the many 
mansions along Prospect 
Park West. Meet under the 
arch. Free. 11 am. Grand 
Army Plaza [Flatbush Av-
enue at Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope, 311], www.
nyc.gov/parks/rangers. 

TOUR, LOST SUBWAY TUN
NEL: Bob Diamond leads 
a tour of the world’s old-
est subway tunnel. $15. 11 
am and 1:15 pm. Atlantic 
Avenue Tunnel [Atlantic 
Avenue at Court Street in 
Downtown, (718) 941-3160], 
www.brooklynrail.net. 

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “LE CIRQUE FER

RIQUE”: 2 pm and 5 pm. 
See Saturday, May 15. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

 Concert 
timed to “Extended Fam-
ily: Contemporary Con-
nections” exhibit. $15 ($10 
members, students and 
seniors). 2–4 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

JAZZ WITH JOHN MCNEIL 
CONCERT ENSEMBLE: 
$20 ($15 students). 2 pm 
and 3:30 pm. Belarusian 
Church [401 Atlantic Ave. 
at Bond Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 369-6931], www.
connectionworks.org. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

MUSIC, “BAROQUE ACROSS 
THE RIVER”: French instru-
mental pieces about love, 
longing and triumph. $20. 
3 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 3 
pm. See Friday, May 14. 

MUSIC, THE LINDSEY BUCK
INGHAM APPRECIATION 
SOCIETY: Indie rock not-
so-supergroup to perform 
“Tusk.” $12. 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
May 15. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
May 15. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 
am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

MON, MAY 17
FILM, MOVIE MONDAYS: 

Free popcorn all night. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Delia’s 
Lounge [9224 Third Ave. at 
92nd Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718)745-7999], www.de-
liaslounge.com. 

MANDEL: Author of “The 
Singer’s Gun.” Free. 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SONG
WRITERS EXCHANGE: 
Anna Coogan, Jenee Hal-
stead, Bronwen Exter and 
Rebecca Pronsky. Free. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

BROOKLYN SUPPER CLUB: 

This month, the group 
heads to Tatiana. Free. 7:30 
pm. Tatiana (3152 Brighton 
Sixth St. in Brighton Beach). 

— A NIGHT OF SKETCH 
COMEDY”: Featuring the 
Harvard Sailing Team. $5. 8 
pm. Littlefield [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855-3388], www.little-
fieldnyc.com. 

TUES, MAY 18

GALA: Celebrate the 110th 
birthday of the Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum. 6–9 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
735-4400 extension 323], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

WED, MAY 19
TOUR, HISTORIC TROL

LEY TOURS: Explore 
Green-Wood Cemetery’s 
grounds. $20 ($10 for His-
toric Fund members). 1 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Green-Wood Heights, (718) 
768-7300], www.green-
woodcemetery.org. 

READING, INDIE PRESS 
NIGHT: Rreadings with 
authors from these two 
independent presses. 7:30 
pm. Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.
com. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Selections by Mo-
zart, Chopin with Steven 
Beck, piano. $35 ($30 
seniors, $15 students). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, THE MANDINGO 
AMBASSADORS: $10. 10 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, MAY 20
THEATER, “CITY OF AN

GELS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

COMEDY FOR CANCER 
BENEFIT: Featuring Sean 
Patton, Nick Ross, Ali Wong, 
Adam Newman, Trevor Wil-
liams. $15 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 230-0236], 
www.spsounds.com. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

FRI, MAY 21
THEATER, “ROMEO & JU

LIET”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 7 
pm. See Friday, May 14. 

FOLK FESTIVAL: 7 pm–
12:30 am. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

READING, “LITERARY DEBU
TANTE BALL”: Sponsored 
by One Story magazine to 
honor emerging authors. 
Hosted by “Daily Show” 
legend John Hodgman. 
$50. 7–11 pm. The Old 
American Can Factory [232 
Third St. in Gowanus, (917) 
816-3659], one-story.com/
benefit. 

MUSIC, GRIFFITH’S “THE 
REED”: Grace and Spiri-
tus Chorale of Brooklyn’s 
spring concert. $15. 7 pm. 
Lafayette Avenue Presby-
terian Church (85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene). 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, May 14. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

DANCE, “LIONS WILL ROAR, 
SWANS WILL FLY, AN
GELS WILL WRESTLE 
HEAVEN, RAINS WILL 
BREAK”: Nora Chipaumire 
teams up with legend-
ary Zimbabwean musician 
Thomas Mapfumo and 
his band in a new cross-
genre collaboration fusing 
dance, music and video. 
$25 ($20 students, seniors 
and groups of 10 or more). 
8 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-

enues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater.  

SAT, MAY 22

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “LE CIRQUE FER

RIQUE”: 2 pm and 7 pm. 
See Saturday, May 15. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 2 pm and 8 pm. 
See Friday, May 14. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 
3 pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

THEATER, “ROMEO & JU
LIET”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 14. 

FOLK FESTIVAL: 2:30–4 
pm and 7 pm–12:30 am. 
See Friday, May 21.  

DANCE, “LIONS WILL ROAR, 
SWANS WILL FLY, AN
GELS WILL WRESTLE 
HEAVEN, RAINS WILL 
BREAK”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
May 21. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, May 15. 

 9 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
May 15. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
May 15. 

SPRING CLOTHING SWAP: 
Free. 11 am–3 pm. All 
Saints Catholic Church (115 
Throop Ave. at Whipple 
Street in Williamsburg). 

OTHER

BALL FUNDRAISER: Noon. 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449-
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

READING, POETRY ON THE 
PLAZA: Authors Nick 
Flynn, Dennis Nurkse, 
Stacy Szymaszek, Vijay Se-
drahi, Jeffrey Yang, Marina 
Temkina, Eugene Osta-
shevsky, Uche Nduka, and 
Steve Dalachinsky read 
from their latest works. 
Free. 3 pm. Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

READING, HOWARD 
PITSCH: Author of “Fort 
Greene.” Free. 7 pm. 
Brownstone Books [409 
Lewis Ave. at Decatur 
Street in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 953-7328], 
www.brownstonebooks.
com. 

ART OPENING, “I NEED 
YOUR SKULL”: Opening 
party and reception. 7–10 
pm. MF Gallery [213 Bond 
St. in Gowanus, (917) 446 
8681], www.mfgallery.net. 

ART OPENING, “MADE IN 
RED HOOK” — AN ART 
SALON: Free. 7 pm. Lucky 
Gallery [176 Richards St. in 
Red Hook, 617 417 3899], 
www.luckygallery.com.

ity of Angels” is a 
light-hearted, enter-
taining send-up of all 

the clichés of the gumshoe 
genre filled with lively songs, 
great costumes and a capa-
ble cast.

The musical, playing at 
Park Slope’s “Gallery Play-
ers” through the end of the 
month, is actually two sto-
ries in one, as the drama un-
folds through a screenwrit-
er’s mind and in his personal 
life. The parallel tales are per-
formed mostly by the same 
actors, hinting at how the 
writer uses real life to inspire 
his often-revised story.

The writer, Stine 
(played by Jared 
Toilo), is on the 
hook for a film-noir 
script that is being 
tampered with by a 
heavy-handed exec 
at the movie studio. 
As Stine struggles to write a 
story he can be proud of, the 
actors — performing his movie 
in real-time — occasionally 
pause, rewind, and say new 
lines — a clever trick that visu-
alizes the creative process.

And it is amusing mo-
ments like this that give 
this musical its momentum, 
though the second act runs 
a bit long as it gets bogged 
down in Mel Brooks-ian slap-
stick humor, non-sequiturs 
and extravagance.

Still, it’s the songs that 
make or break a musical, 
and “City of Angels” has 
plenty of catchy tunes with 
entertaining puns — the 
fruits of a marriage of mu-
sic by Cy Coleman and a book 
by the great Larry Gelbart. 
Some of the most enjoyable 
are “You’re Nothing With-
out Me,” a song that hints 
at how fictional characters 
take on a life of their own. 
Also, “The Buddy System,” 

performed by Greg Horton 
as Buddy, the big shot at the 
movie studio, was a show-
stopper. (One line: “A lot of 
scribblers discover that what 
they write for the screen/isn’t 
right for the screen.”)

Horton’s booming voice 
carried exceptionally well, 
and it’s a shame the script 
didn’t allow him more op-
portunities to sing.

Lastly, “You Can Always 
Count On Me,” by another 
crowd-favorite Donna — and 
her fictional alter-ego, Oolie 
(both played by Blair Alexis 
Brown) — brought the house 
down with numerous  lamen-
tations about being a lady who 
gets no attention.

These numbers are made 
much more entertaining by a 
colorful set that captures the 
eye, as well as atmospheric 
lighting. When “City of An-
gels” premiered in 1989 on 
Broadway, the fictional por-
tion was illuminated in black 
and white — but this pro-
duction uses a dark green, 
which works just as well to 
create a retro feel.

The success of “City of An-
gels” reinforces the Gallery 
Players reputation as a theater 
that reinvigorates well-worn 
hits — recently, the Players 
staged a commendable ver-
sion of “The Crucible.”

“City of Angels” at the 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
595-0547], through May 23.

Gallery Players uncover a hit

Continued from page 6

‘City’ lights: Kathleen Watson is radiant, and Danny 
Rothman is less so in the Gallery Players’ production 
of “City of Angels,” now through May 23.
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension

Eat TURKISH at

142 Montague St., 2nd Fl.
(bet. Clinton & Henry)
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 875-2211

Serving lunch & dinner 7 days

Turkish Culture and Cuisine in 
Brooklyn Heights

 
with free glass of wine or dessert*

 

  
and Catering
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763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½

May 15

Cirque d’Été

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
10am—6:30pm, Mon-Wed,  
10am — 8:30pm Thurs-Sun 
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free, Weekday Play Fee is $2.50/child 

Singalong,  Storytimes,  Dance Around      
1  Tu 11a    M/F 11:30a, W 1p       Th 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6pm 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6pm 

+ Fri Movie Night, Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6pm 

NEW!! Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Working at being a working mom

By Louise Crawford

I t’s funny, but after all 
these years, Smartmom 
still hasn’t worked out 

the work/motherhood co-
nundrum. 

She still feels guilty about 
blogging at the computer 
when the Oh So Feisty One is 
getting ready for school (even 
though OSFO doesn’t really 
need her help anymore). 

“Do you want French 
toast?” Smartmom says 
while typing a blog post. 
“How about some Raisin 
Bran?” 

Smartmom jumps up and 
fills a glass with orange juice. 
OSFO doesn’t really want it, 
but Smartmom insists. 

“You need some breakfast. 
It’s good for your brain.” 

Sure, Smartmom values 
her identity as a writer, blog-
ger and producer with a long 
list of projects. But she also 

feels guilty when she devotes 
herself to anything other than 
her children. 

What’s a smart mom to 
do? 

Back in September, 1991, 
when her son was only three 
months old, Smartmom re-
turned to her full time job 
as a video producer in Man-
hattan. Weekday mornings, 
she’d leave Baby Spirit (the 
future  Teen Spirit) in the care 
of Hepcat and their wonderful 
babysitter, Beautiful Smile. 

and David pumps. She knew 
she was missing out on a day 
of play, naps, feedings and 
fun.

When she got on the F 
train, she’d think about her 
adorable little blue-eyed baby 
and feel sorry for herself. But 
once at the office, she’d get 
swept into the hyperactive 
pace of a production com-
pany and get to work.

Smartmom’s co-workers 
were fascinated with her tales 
of motherhood. Every day 
was a new episode of “The 
Baby Spirit Show” rife with 
cute stories of his adorable 
baby antics. Still, they didn’t 
always understand how im-
portant it was for her to leave 
the office promptly at 6 pm 
so that she could relieve her 
babysitter.

“Half-day?” they’d joke 
when she left the office. 
Sometimes she felt like a 
slacker, but she knew she 
had to go. 

A s Baby Spirit got 
older, Smartmom 
would hear about 

his life at home and pre-
school and feel like she 
was really missing out on a 
special time. And of course 
she was. Buddha knows, she 
was extremely conflicted. 
She loved her work, but it 
didn’t leave enough time 
for her to be with her boy. 
She and Hepcat talked heat-
edly about switching roles. 
But Smartmom was the one 
with the full-time salaried 
job with health insurance. 
Their situation felt intrac-
table at the time. 

This conflict was diffi-
cult on their marriage, but 
things changed a few years 
later when Smartmom got 
pregnant with OSFO and 
decided that she was going 
to be a stay-at-home mom. 
Magically, her pregnancy co-
incided with Hepcat getting 
a full-time job as a software 
developer at a dotcom — with 
health insurance. 

The gods were shining 
down on them. 

Smartmom loved being 
a stay-at-home-mom. Mu-
sic for Aardvarks, Music To-
gether, playgroups, Gymbo-
ree, she couldn’t get enough 
of child enrichment activities 
with OSFO. But after about 

two years, she found herself 
longing for something else 
— a creative outlet, a part-
time job. She knew she didn’t 
want to go back to work full-
time, but she needed to do 
something in addition to be-
ing a mom. 

Smartmom talked about 
this with the other moms, and 
most were grappling with 
the same issue. Gluten Free 
formed a monthly discussion 
group called Manifesto Ma-
mas for mothers who wanted 
to talk about the work/moth-
erhood conundrum. 

“You said you were feeling 
like you’re “failing some fem-
inist test” by staying home to 
care for your child, but that 
you’ll know you’ll look back 
and cherish the time you’ve 
spent with your children,” 
one of the mothers wrote in 
an e-mail to the others. “[You 
said] you look at me and feel 
like an underachiever. … And 
I, on the other hand, look at 
you and am haunted by the 
terror that I’m missing my 
daughter’s babyhood by hav-
ing a full-time caregiver. 
Missing it all. Who’s going 
to remember her childhood 
and tell her what she was like 
when she was a baby? Who’s 
going to be there when she 
says her first verifiable word? 
I already was third on the list 

of people to see my daugh-
ter’s “first” steps. … I have 
the nagging feeling that I’m 
missing the most important 
thing in the world, and that 
it’s right in front of me.”

The group also talked 
about how important it was 
for women to have careers. 
This subject was rife with 
conflict as well. As one 
woman wrote in an e-mail: 

“I don’t feel as though I 
can (or want to) step out of 
the labor force. I don’t feel 
as though I can count on my 
husband’s business to be as 
economically viable as it 
was last year, and even if I 
could, I wouldn’t want to let 
him be the primary wage-
earner anyway. I don’t feel 
secure enough in the rela-
tionship to want to ‘bank’ 
on him entirely.” 

Smartmom felt lucky for 
Manifesto Mamas, which 
was a safe place to chew on 
these important issues. Over 
time, Smartmom did become 
a freelance writer. She got an 
office in the neighborhood 
so that she could be close to 
home and school when she 
worked. She worked hard to 
balance the demands of work 
and her desire to be involved 
with her kids in a multitude 
of ways. 

Still, work has a way of 
capturing one’s attention and 
taking us all away from the 
family. It’s a constant push 
and pull. 

The bottom line is the ab-
surdity that this world asks 
us to pretend that 1) moth-
ering is a hobby, a sideline, 
something to squeeze in at the 
end of the day and 2) moth-
ering is everything, the only 
thing, the one true calling, 
the fulfillment of one’s wom-
anhood.  

You can see why the de-
bates between the so-called 
working mothers and the 
“stay-at-home-moms” are 
so virulent. When you don’t 
see any way out of a para-
doxically and unsatisfactory 
paradigm, you become frus-
trated and angry as would 
any caged creature.  

How can we step out of this 
paradox?  What kind of new 
world can we invent? 

Smartmom wishes she 
knew.

Hepcat and Baby 
Teen Spir it 
would wave from 
their fourth-
f loor window 
on Fifth Street, 
and Smartmom 
felt very blue as 
she slogged up 
Fifth Street in 
her black Joan 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, MAY 14
 Storytime with 

Emily. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Movie night. 
Moxie Spot (see venue info 
above).

SAT, MAY 15
 Spring car-

nival. Petting zoo, games, 
rides, crafts, face-painting, 
snacks, and more. Free ad-
mission. Families First [250 
Baltic St. at Court Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 237-1862], 
www.familiesfirstbrooklyn.
org. 

 Story time for 
kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and South 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
abookstoreinbrooklyn.
blogspot.com. 

 Book brunch 
with LaChanze, author of 
“Little Diva.” $15. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 Learn about bugs. 
Free. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park 
at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 723-3218]. 

 
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
The classic children’s story 
— with marionettes! $7 
children, $8 adults. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
puppetworks.org.

 Learn about bird 
migration. Free. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

SUN, MAY 16
 Singalong with 

Nat and Ari. $2.50 per child 
($5 family). Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, May 15.

MON, MAY 17
 “Rebecca of Sun-

nybrook Farm.” $6.50. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 
Court St. between Butler & 
Douglass streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 596-9113], www.
cobblehilltheatre.com.

TUES, MAY 18
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, MAY 19
 Storytime with Emily. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxie 
spot.com. See Friday, May 14. 

THURS, MAY 20
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, MAY 21
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, May 14.
 Movie night. See 

Friday, May 14. 

SAT, MAY 22
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, May 15.
 

“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, May 15.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit calendar@cnglocal.com

LETTERS

ere it comes, folks — an editorial 
about a district leader race.

Wait, don’t turn the page! For 
once, a contest for the obscure, unpaid, 
rarely challenged job of state commit-
teemember is actually important this 
year.

Yes, we see you reaching for the corner 
of the page, but before you flip, consider 
this: If we don’t fix the bottom rung of 
electoral politics in this borough, we’ll 
never solve the truly big problems.

So come on, give us a couple of min-
utes on this one, won’t you? We prom-
ise, it won’t hurt.

Here’s the situation: Each party has 
two district leaders — a man and a 
woman — for each Assembly district 
in the state. These district leaders don’t 
do much except pick poll workers and 
help get candidates on the ballot — oh, 
and they also help rig the political game 
against anyone who might challenge the 
county’s party chairman.

For the Democrats, that’s the thug-
gish Assemblyman Vito Lopez.

down to Vito Lopez’s clubhouse in Bush-
wick — should surround himself with 
loyalists who are too afraid for their jobs 
to question poor decisions.

But that’s what Lopez wants. To chal-
lenge Simon and Fleischman, Lopez is 
backing two newcomers. Maybe that’s 
politics, but we’d prefer if Lopez would 
find candidates with more experience 
than Hope Reichbach and Stephen Wil-
liamson.

Reichbach is best known as the spokes-
woman for Lopez’s protege, Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Williamsburg), 
and for having a father who is a family 
friend of Lopez.

And Williamson isn’t known at all.
But what does Lopez care if they have 

no real experience? He only wants peo-
ple close to him who owe their careers 
to the Bushwick puppetmaster.

That makes a mockery of democ-
racy.

So there you have it, folks — our 
amazing district leader editorial.

That wasn’t so bad, was it?

Lopez is solid on legislation in Al-
bany. But his real game is consolidat-
ing power locally so he can have a say 
in who gets the patronage jobs, which 
contractors get the city contracts, and 
which developers have to kowtow to the 
non-profit groups that he controls.

But in order to do all that, Lopez has 
to remain county boss — and for that, 
he needs district leaders who march in 
lockstep.

But Vito’s problem is that two district 
leaders in Brownstone Brooklyn — Jo 
Anne Simon and Alan Fleischman — 
don’t ask, “How high?” when he says, 
“Jump.”

Simon and Fleischman bucked Lopez 
when he picked party hacks for the Sur-
rogate’s Court. They stood against Lo-
pez when he tried to get an unqualified 
person on the Board of Elections. And 
they fought him when he tried to put the 
scabrous Noach Dear on the bench with-
out a judicial screening panel.

That may not sound like a big deal, 
but no leader — from the White House 
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To the editor,
When I saw your caption com-

paring the improvement needed 
in the health of Walter the pit bull 
to the “alleged” resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, I was offended, but 
chalked it up to the secular press 
trying to be provocative and was 
willing to ignore it (“Walter is one 
sick puppy,” April 23).

However, after reading the two 
letters you published in your next 
issue, explaining very clearly why 
your attempt to be funny was not 
appropriate, I find myself irri-
tated even more at your failure 
to apologize (“Christians are hot 
and bothered over our caption,” 
Letters, May 7).

Your bad taste insults all peo-

down Newel Street onto Meserole 
Avenue, the stop sign still does not 
help them. We have had at least 
five cars, motorcycles, or trucks 
crash into our gate, or actually 
into our house since 1998. 

Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D–
Greenpoint) was contacted, and 
he then forwarded the problem 
to the Department of Transpor-
tation, which responded that it 
did not see a problem. 
 Kathleen Smith,  
 Greenpoint

To the editor,
I read your story in which you 

quote Forest City executive Mary-
Anne Gilmartin saying, “The 
sticking point was how much 
money he wanted” (“Just in it 
for the money?” April 30). 

This is an absolute untruth. I 
know that you were in court. Af-
ter the argument, Empire State 
Development Corporation’s at-
torney asked for a conference. 
The reason was simple. Its pa-
pers were defective as a matter 
of law. It could never obtain an 
eviction order on the Order to 
Show cause it presented for a 
Writ of Assistance. 

We had a conference before 

the court, first together and then 
individually. At this point is was 
only me. My son, Joshua, joined 
me much later as he was finaliz-
ing an Order to Show cause for 
Judge Abraham Gerges’ signa-
ture on another case. The amount 
of money was calculated based 
on what our appraiser had indi-
cated would be the fair market 
value of the Goldstein Condo. It 
also included amount represent-
ing the estimate cost for tempo-
rary housing, moving storage and 
moving the stored items back to 
a final location together with re-
location benefits as required un-
der the Uniform Relocation As-
sistance Act. It also included my 
firm’s legal fees and an amount 
representing the two-week fac-
tor to vacate. 

The Corporation and For-
est City had three law firms in 
court that day with about 20 other 
employees, executives, in-house 
counsel and consultants. When 
it went into the judge’s robing 
room, there were at least six law-
yers. After each session, as ne-
gotiations progressed, we each 
conferred with our client.

It is impossible for Ms. Gil-
martin not to have known what 
was happening, step-by-step. The 
money never really changed. The 

amount was agreed to early in the 
process, perhaps within the first 
half hour. What took six hours 
was Forest City’s insistence that 
Daniel Goldstein agree never to 
say a word about the project. 

His response was that he would 
never agree to waive his First 
Amendment rights for $10 mil-
lion, and would leave if that was 
a condition. I reported that to the 
judge and he spoke to Daniel. 
When the judge realized the cali-
ber of the man in front of him, he 
agreed that it would be wrong to 
condition a settlement on such a 
waiver. Thereafter, the language 
which was made part of the set-
tlement was drafted by the judge 
and agreed to. In short, Forest 
City should be ashamed of itself 
for planting statements it knows 
were false. 

It is unseemly for a large de-
veloper to act in such a mean and 
vindictive manner. This conduct 
does not reflect well on it, and 
tarnishes the fine reputation it 
once had for dealing fairly with 
condemnees. 

When we left the court, I told 
Daniel that I was proud to rep-
resent him.  
 Michael Rikon, Manhattan

The writer, a lawyer, repre-
sented Daniel Goldstein.

the question of why you referred 
to Jesus in the first place.

I am, however, embarrassed for 
you because you are only capa-
ble of expressing vitriol against 
Christianity, never, at least in 
print, against Judaism, Buddism, 
Islam or Mohammad. Why is that? 
Fecklessness, lack of chutzpah, 
or both? You betcha!

No doubt there is a bullhorn 
in your future.
 Marj Nichols, Bay Ridge

Editor’s note: The letter writer 
is actually wrong on her last point. 
Devout members of all of the above-
listed religions have, at various 
times, complained of alleged vit-
riol on our part.

To the editor,
I agree with the problem of how 

dangerous McGuinness Boule-
vard is because my family lives 
on the corner of Newel Street and 
Meserole Avenue, one block off of 
the boulevard (“Residents angry 
as McGuinness Speedway claims 
another life in Greenpoint,” on-
line, April 27). 

The cars are always trying to 
beat the light so they speed down 
Meserole Avenue. This is a prob-
lem because for those cars coming 

To the editor,
I am new to Brooklyn, but 

read your paper online before 
coming to town from LA and 
find your slightly acerbic tone 
refreshing.

I just wanted to give you a 
thumbs up for not caving in to 
the Christian culture police, 
those who take every opportu-
nity to ram their beliefs down our 
throats and suppress freedom of 
expression.

Those of us who do not be-
lieve in their messiah are forced 
to silently suffer since most me-
dia have a pro-Christian report-
ing bias.

You just picked up a loyal 
reader! Stay independent.

Janie Gust, Boerum Hill

To the editor,
As a practicing Roman Catho-

lic, I was not offended by your vac-
uous statement, “Walter, a pit bull 
puppy, was discovered on Easter 
Sunday in Park Slope, but unlike 
the religious figure who allegedly 
rose on that day, he may not be res-
urrected without your help.”

The lack of civility on your 
part reflects only on you — not 
on Christianity, or Jesus Christ.  But 
your editor’s note of May 7 does beg 

ple of faith. Yes, I am a Christian 
and a practicing Roman Catho-
lic. Many Christians believe Je-
sus Christ is more than a “reli-
gious figure.” A part of my faith 
is that Jesus Christ is God made 
into man, and that he rose from 
the dead.

Non-believers would not have 
had to be offended if you kept any 
reference to the resurrection out 
of the piece.

Jill O’Leary, Park Slope 

To the editor,
It may be true that it would have 

been better to use a phrase, such 
as “as believed by many Chris-
tians.” However, the letter is far 
more offensive to some of us and 
would, I suggest, be offensive to 
Jefferson, too.

It asserts that your rights — pre-
sumably in this instance your right 
of free speech — flow from both 
God and the Constitution. They 
do not. They flow from the Con-
stitution alone, and not from the 
letter writer’s God, Allah, Bud-
dha, Thor, nor Zeus. Nor for that 
matter, from the great spirit of the 
third volcano from the left.

That is what separation of 
church and state is all about.

Brian Jones,  
Brooklyn Heights

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
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Join a company 
that cares
aboutyou!

Certified
HHAs 

Bilingual Spanish or Russian/English a +
BRONX, BROOKLYN, MANHATTAN & QUEENS 

$8.25/hr $10/hr for 4 hr shifts
$140/Day for Live-In Cases

Full Medical (Health, Dental, Vis, Life)

$100 Bonus (Sign-on or refer-a-friend,  Live-ins only)

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

  or visit
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

WORKSHOPS

TUTORING

CALL ELLIE
347-276-3110

AUTOS WANTED

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO
IRS Tax Deduction 

Free Towing

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Charity Established 1855

START YOUR 
OWN BUSINES

OFFER DEFENSIVE 
DRIVING COURSE 

ONLINE
No cost to start, 
FREE website. 

Call 866-370-9864

Magician & Comical Nerd

FAMILY
CLASSIFIED

NOTICE IS HEREBY given  
that an Order entered by the  
Civil Court, Kings County on  
05/07/2010, bearing Index  
Number NC-000415-10/KI,  
a copy of which may be ex- 
amined at the Office of the  
Clerk, located at 141 Living- 
ston Street, Brooklyn, NY  
11201, grants me the right  
to: Assume the name of  
MATTHEW COREY COHEN.  
My present name is MAT- 
THEW COREY COHEN AKA  
MATTHEW C. COHEN AKA  
MATHEW C. COHEN. My  
present address is 448 NEP- 
TUNE AVENUE, Brooklyn, NY  
11244. My place of birth is  
Brooklyn, NY. My date of  
birth is April 05, 1980.

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

State University of New York Downstate Medical Center will receive qualifications from
Consulting firms to provide Architectural Design and Construction Administration Services
for Project no: 08-162 Titled: Replace Windows In Basic Science Building until 2pm local
time on June 18th at 450 Clarkson Avenue, Box 113 Brooklyn N.Y 11203

Scope of Services:
The selected Consultant shall provide Complete Design Services, as described in the State
University of New York Consultant Agreement for the removal and replacement of
approximately 1500 windows in the Basic Science Building of SUNY Downstate Medical
Center. The project will include the removal of existing window air conditioning units in
approximately 800 windows, and replacing those units with new smart technology energy
efficient air conditioning units, as well as creating ceiling pockets where hung ceilings occur,
to permit proper operation of these units. The relocation of electrical outlets for new air
conditioning units, to be located at the top of the windows, will also be part of this project.
The Consultant will perform all the design services required to produce contract documents
for the bidding of this project. The Consultant will also provide Construction Administration
services during the construction phase of the project.  

All work on this project including design & construction phases to be completed within
867 days, starting ten (10) calendar days after the contract approval by the NYS Comptroller. 

MINIMUM MANDATORY QUALIFICATIONS:
Firms submitting Qualifications for consideration in this selection process must meet the
following minimum qualifications:

The Prime Consultant (the firm) and each major sub-consultant shall have been in business
providing professional services, with major focus on this project type, for a minimum
of five (5) years.

The Project Principal with the Prime Consultant and each major sub-consultant shall
be a licensed design professional, currently registered to practice in New York State. 

MANDATORY CONFERENCE AND SITE WALKTHROUGH FOR ALL INTERESTED FIRMS:
A mandatory site conference and site walkthrough will be conducted on Thursday, June
3, 2010 at 11:00A.M. with all interested firms meeting in the Main Lobby of SUNY
Downstate Medical Center, 450 Clarkson Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11203 promptly
at 11:00AM. SUNY-DMC will only accept submissions from firms who attend the
Mandatory Conference and Site Walkthrough and sign the attendance sheet.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:
1. The full RFQ contains detailed project information and submission requirements;

prospective respondents may request the RFQ from Marvin Smith, Purchase Assistant,
Contracts and Procurement Department, SUNY Downstate Medical Center, 
450 Clarkson Avenue, Box 113, Brooklyn, NY 11203, Tel: (718) 613.8781, e-mail:
marvin.smith@downstate .edu.

2. General information about SUNY Downstate Medical Center is available at
www.downstate.edu

3. Questions from prospective responders will be considered if received no later than 
4:00 pm, June 9th, 2010 and shall be directed only to the Contact Person noted above.

It is the policy of the State of New York and the State University of New York to encourage
minority business enterprise participation in this project by contractors, subcontractors
and suppliers, and all bidders are expected to cooperate in implementing this policy.

The State University of New York reserves the right to reject any or all Qualifications.

State University of New York 
Notice to Bidders

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax To Advertise Call 
718-260-2588
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FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

Saturday Morning 
Yoga

10:30 am-12 noon

718-213-2062

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

TIMELESS CONSTRUCTION
AND RESTORATION, INC.
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

BATHTUB REGLAZING

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!
Specializing in Power Failure Generators

Licensed electrician

Residential & Commercial

 

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty

TRAPPING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES

259-8799

 

 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

Repair, Install, Moldings,
Skim Coats

Excellent References

718-401-5851
917-837-5771

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Careful & considerate

Workmanship since 1959

Thinking of Selling Your House?
 To Advertise Call

718-260-2588

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

To Advertise 
Call

718-260-2588

by Councilmembers Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) and 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) and three state As-
semblymen.

But Nets fans are salivating.
Prokhorov has said little thus far, but when he has 

spoken about the team, he has promised to throw his 
money around to attract top talent, including, per-
haps, the great LeBron James, who becomes a free 
agent after this season.

Many teams covet the Cavalier, but a source close to 
Ratner said that the Nets could be competitive and ex-
citing with a different mix of role-players once the Bar-
clays Center opens during the 2012–2013 season.

a day and a half in Pakistan. 
We spent half our time hav-
ing briefing meetings with 
the military personnel. In Af-
ghanistan, we met with Gen. 
McChrystal and his staff, and 
also with civilian leaders on 
our side and the coalition. 
And then we met with Pres-
ident Karzai.

he like?
MM: I don’t have full confi-
dence in him. But he did ex-
press that he wants to be a good 
ally of the coalition. He is too 
dependent on allied forces. He 
needs to step up to the plate, 
as does the rest of the leader-
ship in that country. But con-
sider this: Afghanistan has not 
reached the Middle Ages. It is 
truly a place with very little 
electricity, no bathrooms, no 
running water, no infrastruc-
ture. Any of the pre-existing 
thoughts and notions that we 
have about local infrastructure 
or a system of government or 
basic services does not exist. 
There is no school board, no 
city council, no community 
board, no Fire Department, no 
Sanitation Department. And 
we’re trying to build the Police 
Department. Amid all this, ev-
eryone wants to know how this 
guy can govern better. What 
exactly can he do? How can 
he do an agricultural program 
without a functioning Depart-
ment of Agriculture?

MM: Look, Gen. McChrys-
tal, who is one of the most 
impressive people, has confi-
dence that he can work with 
Karzai. If Karzai was a bad 
man, the general would have 
told us that.

MM: McChrystal and the 

non-military people ex-
plained their strategy, a 
military-civilian partner-
ship. The plan to shape, clear, 
hold and build. The “shape” 
part means civilians go into 
an area like Kandahar and 
meet with tribal elders and try 
to get some local support for 
what is going to follow. Then, 
the military makes it secure. 
Then, they hold that security 
in place so that, hopefully, 
they can build an infrastruc-
ture to help the community 
ward off the Taliban.

MM: Not that many, and 
even less when we give them 
a choice. We went to a small 
town called Arghandab and 
met with tribal elders there. 
They told us they’ve increased 
agricultural production by 80 
percent in six months, just 
because they’ve organized 
themselves.

MM: True, there was a bit of 
showcasing going on, but you 
could see what they can ac-
complish under the right cir-
cumstances. I do think we’re 
taking an enlightened ap-
proach. We don’t want another 
1989, when the war was won, 
but the peace was lost. 

MM: It’s true. There are ad-
hoc madrassa schools every-
where that are funded by the 
Gulf State countries to teach 
fundamentalism. It’s a big 
problem.

MM: The United States gov-
ernment.

Continued from page 1

MCMAHON
22 affidavit filed in Man-
hattan federal court.

Court papers note that 
PCBs were found in soil 
near the park seven to eight 
feet underground, and also 
on “surface level,” and in 
groundwater samples.

The chemicals can flow 
in groundwater under nearby 
homes, causing “vapor in-
trusion” according to the 
court papers, putting chil-

dren, the elderly and preg-
nant women at risk. 

“This is a clear and con-
tinuing threat to human 
health, public safety and the 
environment,” an agency en-
gineer said.

Clear, perhaps, to the sci-
entists, but not to the pub-
lic, which has not been in-
formed of the toxins lurking 
ever so close to the surface of 
a park that is home to week-
end soccer games.

Continued from page 1

TOXIC... The state has known about 
dangerous violations at the 
Court Street site since the 
1990s, but has kept residents 
in the dark.

“If it was such a danger, they 
should have advised us previ-
ously,” said John McGettrick, 
the co-chairman of the Red 
Hook Civic Association. 
“What did they know and 
when did they know it?”

The Parks Department said 
it has received no word from 
the state about any potential 
pollution at the Red Hook par-
cel. The agency was also never 
notified of any environmen-

Continued from page 1

NETS... tal testing in the park. 
“If there is concern, usu-

ally we would be informed 
right away,” a Parks spokes-
man said. “We would cer-
tainly like the opportunity 
to review the test data.”

PCBs, or polychlori-
nated biphenyls, are a class 
of organic compounds once 
widely used in a host of in-
dustrial applications, partic-
ularly favored by the electri-
cal industry as coolants and 
insulating fluids for trans-
formers and capacitors, but 
used in an array of products, 
from paints to adhesives. 

In 2002, Chemtura had be-
gun sealing leaks from cracked 
and deteriorating tanks at its 
now-shuttered manufacturing 
plant, but the company halted 
such work after finding PCBs 
in 2007, saying it needed fur-
ther investigation.

The clean-up resumed, and 
continued until 2009, when the 
company filed for bankruptcy 
and told the state it was sus-
pending clean-up activities at 
the site, which at one time con-
tained 100 chemical and waste 
storage tanks, which have since 
been removed.

The contaminated ground-
water is not affecting public 
drinking supplies, the state 
insisted.

But state environmental 
spokeswoman Maureen Wren 
said that “there is no question 
this is a contaminated site and 
… the responsible party [must 
be] held accountable.”

The state agency is not 
alone in pressuring plastics 
additive maker Chemtura — 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency has named the com-
pany as a potentially respon-
sible party in the clean-up of 
the Gowanus Canal, which 
will carry a price tag of $1 
billion. The company is dis-
puting that claim. 

Chemtura did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment in time for our acidic 
deadline.

8:45 am to find the office — 
which is near Milton Street 
— in shambles. The doors 
were busted, the place was 
ransacked, and cash, a lap-
top, and a camera were sto-
len. Luckily, workers could 
still sit comfortably while 
they waited for police.

— Andy Campbell

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Tipped off
A gun-toting robber stuck 

up a Bedford Avenue restau-
rant for the waiters’ tip money 
on May 9.

The perp entered the res-
taurant, which is near S. Sec-
ond Street, at just after mid-
night and pulled out a black 
handgun before pointing it 
at the cashier, who handed 
over $150, sending the gun-
man on his way.

Beer run
A thirsty burglar lifted five 

cases of beer from a beverage 
truck on Havemeyer Street 
on May 6, while the worker 
was making a delivery.

The beer distributor parked 
his truck near S. First Street 
at around 7:45 pm and deliv-
ered several cases of beer to 
a nearby restaurant. When he 
returned 10 minutes later, he 
discovered that five cases of 
delicious Modelo beer were 
missing.

Subway punch
Two violent juvenile thugs 

mugged a woman for her cell-
phone on Keap Street near 
the Lorimer L-train stop on 
May 5 — but didn’t get far 
with it.

One teenage thug ap-
proached her from behind 
near Ainslie Street at 10:20 
am and punched her on the 
right side of her face while 
the other took her Black-
berry.

Police arrested both boys 
later that afternoon.

Church change
An unholy thief broke into 

a Manhattan Avenue church 
on May 4 and took $200 and 
lockbox.

The perp entered through 
the church’s front door at 5:30 
pm and grabbed the cash be-
fore pushing open a basement 

window and fleeing.

iPhone grab
A perp swiped an iPhone 

on Driggs Avenue on May 4 
— but didn’t get much time 
to enjoy the popular cellu-
lar device.

The robber approached 
his victim at 10 pm near 
Grand Street and wrestled 
the phone out of his hand be-
fore running north on Roe-
bling Street.

Police arrested the crook 
a few hours later.

Bull jive
Several perps broke into 

a woman’s S. First Street 
apartment on May 3, steal-
ing her laptop while avoid-
ing her angry pit bull.

The dormant dog did lit-
tle to dissuade the burglars, 
who entered the apartment, 
which is between Berry 
Street and Bedford Ave-
nue, at 3 pm. Once inside, 
they grabbed the victim’s 
computer and $500.

— Aaron Short

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights

Big bullies
Four teenage girls 

mugged a 12-year-old on 
Bay Ridge Avenue on May 

4, police said.
The tween said that she 

was in the playground near 
12th Avenue at 3:30 pm when 
the girls jumped her.

The teen terrors punched 
the victim in the face repeat-
edly before running off with 
her Blackberry cellphone, 
cops were told.

Police were not told why 
a 12-year-old has a Black-
berry.

Break-in blues
Thugs broke into at least 

two homes last week. Here’s 
the quick rundown:

Street home on May 4, tak-
ing over $7,000 in jewelry. 
The 73-year-old homeowner 
said that he returned to the 
house, which is between 
10th and 11th avenues, at 
2 pm to discover that a thief 
had used a backyard chair to 
climb into the master bed-
room and steal the loot.

a 62nd Street home on 
May 3 and made off with 
$2,000 and some jewelry. 
The victim told police that 
the house, which is between 
10th and 11th avenues, was 
ransacked when he returned 
home at 2:30 pm.

— Thomas Tracy

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Chomp chump
A teenage thief bit a 

woman’s hand as he tried 
to snag her iPod on Eastern 
Parkway on May 6.

The 26-year-old victim 
said she was between Wash-
ington and Underhill ave-
nues at 7:25 pm when the 
thief ran by and grabbed the 
iPod from her hand.

But the woman refused 
to release the popular dig-
ital music device, prompt-
ing the thug to chomp down 
on her hand.

He got the player — and 
she got little puncture marks 
on her thumb and pinky.

Unit break
Thieves broke into a 

Dean Street apartment and 
got away with cash and high-
tech goodies.

The tenant in the apart-
ment told cops that he was 
away from the unit, which is 
between Carlton and Vander-
bilt avenues, between May 7 
and May 9, when he returned 
to find that a thief had entered 
through a sliding-glass door 
and taken cash, a flat-screen 
TV, a laptop, an iPhone and 
an iPod. — Thomas Tracy

BLOTTER...
Continued from page 4
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be made more tolerable by the 
traffic light, which will “sepa-
rate conflicting movements,” 
according to the city. 

Along with the new traf-
fic light, the city will con-
tinue making upgrades that 
integrate with the improve-
ments already in place from 
Prospect Park to Vanderbilt 
Avenue, as well as the con-
troversial bike lane on Pros-
pect Park West, which will 
be built this summer.  

Also:

on Plaza Street East and West 
will be upgraded into a two-
way lane similar to the one 

-
configured bike lanes will 

GAP...

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

when it rezoned portions of 
the Coney Island’s amuse-
ment distirct, shrinking the 
area available for rides from 
47 acres to 12-1/2, and allow-
ing hotels and housing to be 
built along the waterfront, a 

-

sonably related to the legiti-
mate governmental purpose 
of revitalizing the Coney Is-
land economy, while restor-
ing Coney Island to its iconic 
status,” Supreme Court Jus-
tice Eileen Rakower wrote. 

tion Save Coney Island claimed 
that the city did not properly 
analyze the impact of develop-
ment that would result from the 

alleged that the City Council 
overstepped its authority by 
approving the plan. 

But Rakower found that 
the city’s Environmental 
Impact Statement — which 
analyses the consequences 
of the rezoning — was prop-
erly conducted and that the 
Council rightfully approved 
the Coney plan.

Her findings also refute 
opponents’ allegation that 
the city bowed to developer 
interests — namely devel-
oper Joe Sitt, who sold most 
of his properties in Coney Is-
land to the city for a whop-
ping $95.6 million — in ap-
proving the rezoning.   

Opponents to the plan 
were disappointed – and 
reiterated their claim that 
there was a superior alter-
native to the city’s plan that 
was ignored.

“If the city is not required 
to evaluate the only alterna-
tive that was put forward by 
experts in the field, but rather 
has the discretion to ignore it, 
then the requirements … re-
garding the study of alterna-
tives are now meaningless,” 
said Save Coney’s attorney, 
Albert Butzel.

feed into a similar — and 
controversial — project on 
Prospect Park West.

will be beautified and ex-
panded near the entrance 
to the park.

Continued from page 1
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the lake’s beloved swans, 
also died, though park offi-
cials maintain that she was 
the victim of swan-on-swan 
violence.

so large so fast that area wild-
life activists pushed the city 
to check the waters for toxins 
— but tests conducted by the 
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection and an inde-
pendent team from Brooklyn 
College cleared the lake itself 
of any wrongdoing. 

Parks Department offi-
cials promised to conduct 
necropsies on any animals 
found dead in the lake, but 
have said in the last two 
cases that the animals were 
too badly decomposed.

Still, the grisly discover-

ies at the man-made oasis do 
frighten some parkgoers.

“Mammals are dying in 
the lake,” claimed Ed Bahl-
man, a layman who watched 
as Parks Department employ-
ees removed the raccoon from 

corpse, a furry four legged 
creature that’s believed to be 
a possum, was pulled out of 
the lake by the Boathouse, 
just paces away from where 
a young couple rested out on 
a blanket, taking in some sun. 

you will — was found near the 
other side of the lake.

When we took a leisurely 
stroll of the lake Wednes-
day morning, we found a dis-
carded vodka bottle bobbing 

Continued from page 1

PARK…

was also a host of empty bot-
tles, potato chip bags, candy 
wrappers and submerged gar-
bage cans and orange traffic 
cones lining the lake.

It wasn’t a pretty scene.
-

prised sun worshipper Sa-
lem McVoy. “Especially 

with so many kids playing 
around here.”

Patron promised action 
— and soon.

“We’ll get to work on 
the garbage,” he said. “But 
the Park’s ecosystem is not 
dangerous, damaged or un-
healthy.”

be added near the entrance 
to the park.

path at the north end of the 
plaza, which will make it eas-
ier for people to walk towards 
the historic Soldier’s and Sail-
or’s memorial arch.

farmer’s market will be resur-
faced to make it more distin-
guishable from the road.

-
struction should start in Au-
gust and be completed by the 
end of this year.

Army Plaza over the past 
two years have not only been 
striking, but they’ve improved 
safety. In 2000, there were 142 
crashes inside the circle, ac-

number dropped to 39 in 2007 
and 26 in 2008.

Anne-Katrin Titze and Ed Bahlman discovered several 
dead goslings by the waterfront in Prospect Park. 
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