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gle move, but now there are five more 
seats loyal to him,” Fleishman added. 

“There’s really no democracy under 
Vito. It’s always been his way or 

the highway, but now you can’t 
even fight it because he’ll win 

every vote.”
Lopez’s move to pack the 

state committee with loyal-
ists began late last year, but 
needed the blessing of the 

federal Department of Jus-
tice, which, since 1968, has 
reviewed all voting changes in 
Kings County due to the coun-

ty’s history of electoral discrim-
ination.
The feds gave approval, though they 

By Helen Klein
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s official: the city has stopped 
picking up garbage.

A Sanitation official admitted 
this week that it ended regular 

pick-ups of public 
trash cans along 

commercial strips last July — in-
stead only picking up the trash 
when trucks making residential 
runs happen to drive by.

As a result, pick-ups 
that occurred as many 
as 21 times per week 
— three times a day, 

every day — are only happening 
once or twice a week, said Ignazio 
Terranova, the agency’s citywide 
community affairs officer.

Residents didn’t need Terra-
nova’s confirmation to know that 
public trash cans are routinely 
overflowing lately.

“People just leave [garbage] on 
the side,” said Manhattan Beach 
resident Ed Eisenberg, referring 
to cans on Sheepshead Bay Road 
and Emmons Avenue. “Plus, it’s 
attracting rats.”

In Dyker Heights, the mess is 
overbearing.

“Frankly, on 13th Avenue, the 
baskets are overflowing,” com-
plained Fran Vella-Marrone, pres-
ident of the Dyker Civic Associa-
tion, where Terranova spoke last 
Tuesday night. “Especially on the 
weekend, it’s disgusting.”

Terranova blamed budget cuts 

for the drop in pick-ups, citing an 
$80-million hole that the depart-
ment had to fill. And he doesn’t 
predict an increase in collection 
anytime soon. 

“Right now, and for the fore-
seeable future, I don’t see that 
changing,” Terranova said.

The elimination of pickups 
has played a major role in add-
ing a layer of filth to Brooklyn’s 
commercial strips, Terranova ad-
mitted, but he also blamed res-
idents who toss their household 
trash — and businesses that put 

Official admits commercial strip pick-ups have been cut by 90 percent

By Shavana Abruzzo
The Brooklyn Paper

Doggone it, mother’s little 
helper is now a pitiful pooch’s 
best friend!

At least according to Bay Ridge 
newlyweds Amanda Levin and Mi-
chael Nadelberg, who give their 
pet mutt 40 milligrams of Prozac a 
day to muffle his growls and bring 
out his inner wag-nificence.

The four-legged patient in ques-

tion is Dutchie — a six-year-old, 
100-pound German Shepherd mix 
with a dash of husky and Akita 
tossed in for extra hunk — who his 
owners say hasn’t been the same 
since suffering an injury a couple 
of years ago at the dog run on 86th 
Street and 10th Avenue.

“They were doing repairs to the 
fence and he cut himself on one 
of the exposed wire metal pieces; 
he needed about a dozen stitches,” 

The true story of Dutchie 
the pill-popping pooch!

Prozac dog
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By Thomas Tracy
The Brooklyn Paper

A 12-year-old girl was abducted off 
a Bay Ridge street and nearly raped 
during a horrific kidnapping attempt 
on May 11, police said.

The young victim told police that 
she was on her way to school at 7:50 
am when the unhinged man grabbed 
her at the corner of 12th Avenue and 
67th Street, dragged her down the block 
and shoved her into the back of a dou-

ble-parked green Jeep Loredo.
The thug groped the girl, but the 

plucky tween fought off the man and 
escaped, police said.

Losing his prey, the panicked mo-
lester sped off in his SUV, which was 
photographed leaving the area.

The NYPD put out a sketch on Fri-
day, describing the kidnapper as a 6-foot 
dark-skinned man in his mid-30s with 
short black hair.

MANHUNT
Bay Ridge cops searching for 
scum who molested pre-teen

Lt. Vincent Amadeo and Officer Ennis of the 68th Precinct circulate a 
sketch of the man wanted for the sex attack on 12th Avenue. 
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By Thomas Tracy
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Democratic Party Chair-
man Vito Lopez has made a contro-
versial move to bolster his own power 
base by packing an obscure, but pow-
erful, state committee with unelected 
loyalists.

Lopez, who is also a longtime as-
semblyman from Bushwick, has ap-
pointed five “at large” state commit-
teemen to an otherwise-elected body 
that is comprised of two “district lead-
ers” from each assembly district in 
the state.

Lopez filled the new spots with long-
time supporters, including former As-
semblyman Frank Seddio (D–Bergen 
Beach) and state Sen. Martin Dilan 
(D–Bushwick).

As a result of Lopez’s secret move, 
one longtime critic of the chairman 
who was planning to run for re-elec-
tion as district leader dropped out of 

the race immediately.
“These [at-large 

committeemen] have 
been put in place to 
dilute our position,” 
said Alan Fleishman, 
who has represented 
Brownstone Brook-
lyn for eight years and 
was just ramping up his 
re-election race against 
Stephen Williamson, a 
newcomer who is backed 
by Lopez.

“It was bad enough that [Lopez] 
had complete control over every sin-

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

The indomitable parents of 
Park Slope demanded a kid’s 
menu, and the owners of the 
new Fornino restaurant on Fifth 
Avenue caved.

Less than a week after open-
ing the high-end pizzeria on 
Fifth Avenue and Carroll Street, 
a blog-fanned furor erupted 
over the restaurant’s lack of 
child-friendly cuisine.

“There are no ‘simple’ menu 
items I could order [when] my 
son decided to be picky,” wrote 
“Scott A.” on Yelp, an online 
directory. “I wasn’t looking 
for chicken fingers and French 
fries, but maybe a basic pasta 
would have worked.”

Fornino quickly responded, 
adding five kid dishes at $7 

nardin or Babbo and complain 
because there wasn’t mac and 
cheese on the menu? … You don’t 
deserve special treatment.” 

Fornino chef Michael Ayoub 
didn’t see what all the hoopla 
was about.

“I don’t tweet, I don’t Fa-
cebook, I don’t Yelp,” Ayoub 
joked. “I’m in the hospitality 
business. They want a kids’ 
menu, it’s not a big deal.”

Of course, there is the ques-
tion, who doesn’t like pizza? It’s 
not as if you have to order the 
only item over $30 on the menu: 
pizza with black truffles.

“Pizza is the great common 
denominator,” said Ayoub, who 
opened a successful Fornino in 
Williamsburg, and was once in 
charge of the long-closed and 
adored adults-only Cucina. 

But strollers are as common 
a sight in Park Slope as righ-
teous adults forking over top 
dollar for an organic heirloom 
tomato, and “the breeders” are 
quite a force to be reckoned 
with. It was only two years ago 
that the bar Union Hall dared 
to ban strollers — a ban that 
lasted all of one week. 

So Ayoub answered parents’ 
call with no regrets — business 
is reportedly doing well — but 
he did have one request.

“We’re not turning into a 
romper room,” Ayoub said. 
“A guest of any age should 
act accordingly in the restau-
rant. Most parents can take 
care of their child if there is 
an issue.”

He added, “I have full faith 
in the parents of Park Slope.”

apiece — but that only enraged 
the childless, raising anew that 
age-old Park Slope question: 
is anywhere in the neighbor-
hood safe from strollers and 

squealing kids?
“Go take your kid to TGI Fri-

days if you want a children’s 
menu,” wrote “Malik R.” on 
Yelp. “Would you go to Le Ber-

Park Slope restaurant caves, now offers kid-friendly items

Michael Ayoub and Christopher Walsh (right) of For-
nino added kid-friendly dishes after an outcry.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s underground lob-
ster roll connection has re-sur-
faced — and he’s going mobile.

The Boston native behind a 
covert New England–style lob-
ster shack, who calls himself Dr. 
Claw, makes fresh lobster rolls 
for feverishly hungry, seafood-

crazed fans in his basement apart-
ment in Greenpoint for the past 
few months.

The lobsters come daily from 
Maine — the controversy is far 
more local.

Claw’s start-up catering busi-
ness — and the frequent customers 
who leave with unmarked brown 
paper bags — has begun to attract 

The lobster 
roll ‘dealer’
Chef stays underground to 
keep customers satisfied
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Packs state committee with ‘loyal’ lackeys

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Two well-meaning parkgoers who 
tried to save an injured duck ran afowl 
of park policy last Thursday — and 
a Ranger even said the duck should 
just be left to die.

The controversy began after Anne-
Katrin Titze, Ed Bahlman, and others 
became convinced that a beloved Ca-
yuga duck — nicknamed “Shadow” 
for his unique and colorful plumage 
— had fallen ill. The duck was not 
well, and had a nasty, swollen protu-
berance the size of an eraser on the 
side of its head.

Shadow struggled to eat, was no 
longer preening himself, and tended 
to stay on land — all bad signs, ap-
parently. 

“He’s acting like he’s disoriented 
— not even trying to get away from 
us,” said Bahlman. “It seems like he 
wants us to do something.”

Titze and Bahlman were convinced 

New York’s best 
political coverage

DUCK AND COVER
Two parkgoers reprimanded for canard caper

Urban Park Ranger John Moylett 
captured the duck, which locals 
know as “Shadow.”
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that the bump on the duck’s head was 
the result of a BB fired by whomever 
is responsible for some, if not all, of 
the bizarre deaths and chicken-part 
dumping that has fascinated park-
watchers all spring. 

But there’s nothing clear about this 
ducking story.

Despite no formal training as animal 
wranglers, Titze and Bahlman hatched 
a plan to capture the creature and turn 

it over to a professional wildlife han-
dler — they even had a getaway driver 
waiting outside the park to rush the 
duck over to the avian expert.

But things didn’t go quite as 
planned. After spending over an hour 
attempting to wrangle the crafty crea-
ture in a net, an Urban Park Ranger 
arrived, somewhat irked at the rogue 
operation.

“I know you guys are trying to do a 
good thing, but you can’t be out here 
trying to net birds!” said John Moylett, 
who is familiar with the pair of swan-
lovers that have become outspoken 
advocates for a cleaner lake.

Moylett eventually — and somewhat 
begrudgingly — captured the duck, 
using Titze and Bahlman’s net.

“It’s just a growth,” said Moylett, 
referring to the lump on the duck’s 
pate. “If it’s sick, it’s sick. Let it live 
out its life. If it dies, it’s going to be 
food for something else!”

Those orders come down from 

Meadows of 

SHAME

See TRASH on page 7

See MANHUNT on page 5

See PROZAC on page 7

See DUCK on page 7

See LOPEZ on page 8
See LOBSTER on page 5
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Columbia Street residents 
were all for a vibrant port that 
brought jobs to the commu-
nity — just not one that came 
with beer trucks careening 
down their street.

Locals are now demanding 
that Phoenix Beverages — a 
distributor retrieving beer at 
two piers in the port stretch-
ing from Atlantic Avenue to 
Bowne Street — stop sending 
its trucks down their narrow 
thoroughfare, something the 
company promised not to do 
as recently as last year.

“Why are they here?” 
asked resident Brian Mc-
Cormick. “[The city] made 
a commitment around a year 
ago to use the internal truck 
route for truck movements 
between Piers 7 and 11. It 

Booze cruise on 
Columbia Street
Port truck traffic now enraging locals

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A long-overdue makeover of the 
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge could soon 
pit Newtown Creek-area businesses 
against cyclists in this rapidly changing 
North Brooklyn neighborhood.

The city’s $5.8-million rehabilitation 
project, which began last month, will 
eventually eliminate two lanes of the 
bridge in favor of buffered bike lanes 
in both directions.

The city says it will resurface the 
bridge two lanes at a time, over the 
next 10 months, before adding two bike 
lanes, each with a nine-foot buffer.

That doesn’t sit well with some 
nearby business.

“They’ve really made Greenpoint 
Avenue a mess,” said Metroenergy’s 

Paul Pullo, referring to a “crazy” city 
bike lane that was recently added to 
Greenpoint Avenue. “There’s no 
place to turn from the bridge to get 
to McGuinness Boulevard. That has 
been a very bad change.”

Pullo blames the bike lane for caus-
ing traffic to back up on Greenpoint 
Avenue.

During the morning and evening 
rush hour, traffic can back up to 
McGuinness Boulevard, four blocks 
away, as large trucks exiting the four-
lane bridge have difficulty fitting into 
the two-lane Greenpoint Avenue and 
making turns onto side streets such 
as Provost Street and Kingsland Av-
enue.

In recent years, the city has added a 
bike lane to Greenpoint Avenue to meet 
the demand of Greenpoint’s growing cy-

cling community. The current lane be-
gins at West Street and stops just short of 
the Greenpoint Avenue Bridge at King-
sland Avenue, yet many cyclists use the 
bridge to get to Queens.

As a result, cycling advocates, such 
as Transportation Alternatives’ Wi-
ley Norvell believe that a bike lane on 
the bridge is necessary for safety and 
will also relieve bike overcrowding on 
the Pulaski Bridge, several 
blocks away.

“Those narrow sidewalks 
[on Greenpoint Avenue] cur-
rently make it pretty hazard-
ous for two cyclists, let alone 
two pedestrians, to comfort-
ably pass one another. Sep-
arating bike and pedestrian 
traffic would do a lot to im-
prove safety,” said Norvell.

City wants bike lane on Greenpoint bridge

The city hopes to add a bike lane to the the Greenpoint Avenue Bridge, a major truck route.
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Trucks are crowding Columbia Street — despite a promise not to.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CHUCK DAVIS 

FEATURING: 
PAMODZI DANCE TROUPE (ZAMBIA) 

DALLAS BLACK DANCE THEATRE (DALLAS) 

ILLSTYLE & PEACE PRODUCTIONS (PHILADELPHIA) 

BAM/RESTORATION DANCEAFRICA ENSEMBLE (BROOKLYN) 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND:
MAY 28 AT 7:30PM 

MAY 29 AT 2 & 7:30PM 

MAY 30 & 31 AT 3PM

BAM HOWARD GILMAN OPERA HOUSE

$20, 30, 40, 50 (50% OFF FOR AGES 16 & UNDER)

ALSO:
OUTDOOR BAZAAR, LIVE MUSIC, 

FILMS, ART, CLASSES, AND MORE

Artwork: Ramona Candy, , 2009 (detail) 

K DAVISAA

(ZAMBIA)

EATRE (DAA ALLAS)

CTIONS (PHILADELPHIA)

EAFRICA ENSEMBLE (BROOKLYN)

WEEKEND:

PERA HOUSE

FOR AGES 16 & UNDER)

MUSIC,

D MORE

 TICKETS: BAM.org / 718.636.4100
 BAM, PETER JAY SHARP BUILDING, 30 LAFAYETTE AVE, BROOKLYN

The New York Times Community Affairs Department 
is the media sponsor for DanceAfrica 2010, with 
additional support provided by Con Edison. 

Arik Airlines is the DanceAfrica airline sponsor. 

DanceAfrica 2010 is part of  
sponsored by Time Warner Inc.

Target is the presenting sponsor of BAM Community 
Access to the Arts. 

Barclays Nets Community Alliance is the BAM Dance 
Education sponsor. 

BAM 2010 Spring Season is sponsored by Bloomberg.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

an agency that was created 
decades ago to crack down 
on corruption.

“The trucks avoid driv-
ing within the port to avoid 
a Commission fee,” Coun-
cilman Brad Lander (D-
Park Slope) told Commu-
nity Board 6 last week. “The 
Commission gets a kickback 
from truck drivers who are 
counted as stevedores!”

But Phoenix Vice President 
Greg Brayman said the fee has 
nothing to do with his truck-
ing routes because no true al-
ternate route exits inside the 
port and besides, his company 
is not liable for any payment 
to the commission.

“Our trucks have to go 
through the manned gate at 
the Brooklyn Cruise Termi-
nal,” said Brayman. “As for 
the Waterfront Commission, 
my beverage trucks aren’t 
subject to any taxes.”

A lawyer with the Water-
front Commission, Phoebe 
Sorial, said otherwise. “We 
are aware of the issue and 
are working to determine if 
Phoenix is assessable,” said 
Sorial.

And that is likely at the 
heart of the issue. Phoenix 
says its trucks shouldn’t be 
subject to a Waterfront Com-
mission tax. The Commis-
sion thinks otherwise.

One Columbia Street res-
ident, Ronda Savoy, said she 
typically saw around seven 
Phoenix beer trucks pass while 

waiting 15 minutes for the B61 
to arrive and that the vehicles 
are causing traffic.

“You can barely cross the 
street,” said Savoy. “I was at 
that meeting [where Phoenix 
and the city pledged to use 
an internal route]. None of 
us believed them.”

For now, Brayman’s trucks 
continue careening back and 
forth on Columbia Street, 
and some locals say they 
are driving too fast — es-
pecially considering there 
is already extra truck traf-
fic due to the long-delayed 
road improvements on Co-
lumbia Street that force other 
trucks to drive there instead 
of on Van Brunt Street. 

“The trucks are trying to 
get from point A to point B as 
quickly as possible, so they 
do barrel down Columbia 
Street,” McCormick said.

McCormick added that 
this episode was only one 
more example of what he 
saw as a lack of consideration 
from the various businesses 
operating in the port, which 
is right across the street. Over 
the winter, locals had fought 
with the port over a giant salt 
pile stored there, which one 
windy day coated the neigh-
borhood in America’s favor-
ite flavor enhancer. 

“[There is] an utter disre-
gard for engaging the neigh-
borhood,” said McCormick. 
“People expect better, talk to 
your neighbors!”

was the lead issue — how 
Phoenix would affect the cir-
culation of traffic!”

It’s unclear why Phoenix 
trucks are using Columbia 
Street to shuttle beverages 
between Piers 7 and 11, given 
that there’s a perfectly good 
route inside the port.

One theory is that Phoenix 
is using Columbia Street to 
avoid a port fee imposed by 
the Waterfront Commission, 

By Joe Maniscalco
The Brooklyn Paper

It took six years to build 
Ocean Parkway’s famous bike 
lane in the 1870s, but it’s taken 
twice as long, and $10 mil-
lion, to fix it — and the work 
isn’t finished yet.

The situation has left cy-
clists forced to contend with 
busted concrete and upended 
slabs along the more than 
five-mile strip linking Co-
ney Island to Prospect Park 
increasingly frustrated.

“We paid a lot for our 
bikes,” Eugene Feldman said. 
“We deserve a safe passage-
way to ride on.”

Elected officials have 
spent the last decade drib-
bling money into rehabilitat-
ing the bike path, which also 

includes new trees, straight-
ening the existing pipe rail 
fence and repairing benches 
along the route.

Never theless, long 
stretches of the bike path 
still remain a bone-rattling 
moonscape of cracked con-
crete 12 years into a piece-
meal renovation project that 
is still another $10 million 
short of completion. 

“There are many prob-
lems involving deteriorat-
ing pavement along Ocean 
Parkway — in many cases 
dangerously deteriorated 
pavement,” Transportation 
Alternatives Communica-
tions Director Wiley Nor-
vell said. 

Some of the roughest 
patches of road exist near Av-

Long road ahead for Ocean Pkwy lane
enue W in Gravesend where 
the tires of cyclists seeking 
safe refuge from automobile 
traffic have actually carved 
a dirt path around the bro-
ken bike path.

Councilman Domenic 
Recchia (D-Coney Island) 
has earmarked $1,250,000 
to fix a section of the bike 
path from Brighton Beach 
Avenue to Nixon Court — 
but that still leaves 10 full 
blocks on the west side of 
Ocean Parkway unfinished 
and unfunded. 

The perpetually cash-
strapped Parks Department 
says it has no other choice but 
to appeal to local elected of-
ficials for funding.

In 2005, Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz — who 

hopes to construct a new 
$64-million amphitheater 
at Asser Levy Seaside Park 
— funneled just $635,000 
from his capital budget to 
help repair a section of the 
bike path from Avenue J to 
Avenue N. 

The latest phase of recon-
struction, funded by former 
Councilman Simcha Felder 
(D-Boro Park), stretches 
from Avenue M to Avenue 
P. It costs $2 million and is 
slated to be completed some-
time this summer. After that, 
it looks like it could be the end 
of the road for awhile. 

Construction on the na-
tion’s oldest bicycle path be-
gan in 1874 and was com-
pleted six years later in 
1880. 

Cyclists contend with broken concrete along the 
Ocean Parkway bike path.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
545 60th St  (between 5th & 6th Aves), Sunset Park

 FaceBook.com/SupaFleaMarket

$UPER FLEA 
MARKET!

140 Vendors Expected!  Last Event SOLD OUT!
Featuring the NY Blood Center Blood Drive

Neuter Clinic
PLUS

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

LANDSCAPING & 
GARDEN DESIGN
“There isn’t a backyard or balcony that 
James Stephenson can’t whip into shape.”

 —Apartment Therapy

Over twenty years 
experience in residential 
& commercial 
landscaping projects

 

Contact James Stephenson: 646-644-7156
View my portfolio at: www.theartistgarden.com

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

SPRING 
CLEANING 
ALL YEAR 
ROUND!

Kidney Failure?
Do You Need Dialysis?
Dialyze in the comfort of your own home!

LOWER MANHATTAN DIALYSIS CENTER
The Leader In New York Dialysis For 39 Years

HOME DIALYSIS PROGRAM
Regain Control of Your Life!

FEEL BETTER. LIVE HEALTHIER. MORE ENERGY. FEWER MEDICATIONS.

Contact Us: HomeDialysisNY.com
212.686.6976

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

PARK SLOPE GREENPOINT

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

DOWNTOWN

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A rag-tag ring of racke-
teers has taken it upon itself 
to refurbish a decaying ten-
nis court in McCarren Park 
after the city claimed it was 
too broke to fix it.

Members of McCarren 
Tennis, a year-old athletic 
club, took matters into their 
own racket-wielding hands 
after the Parks Department 
told them last year that it 
would not be able to refur-
bish the seven cracked courts 
— courts that weekend ath-
letes pay $100 a year for the 
privilege of playing on.

After raising $4,500, seven 
members of McCarren Tennis 
smoothed out and painted one 
of the park’s N. 12th Street 
courts — the first such reno-
vation that the parks’ decay-
ing courts have received in 
nearly 30 years.

On the weekend of May 
8–9, seven volunteers, led by 
founder Sean Hoess, put in 
200 hours of labor scraping 
up the court’s exiting surface 
by hand before laying down 
asphalt with hand-held squee-
gees. After it dried, the vol-
unteers applied two coats of 
sand and latex paint, taped off 
the court, and finally painted 
the chalk lines by hand.

The tennis players aren’t 
stopping there. The club will 
hold more fundraisers and 
more appeals to elected of-
ficials. When the money is 
there, Hoess wants to hire a 
professional crew to resur-

City ignored decay, so volunteers 
fixed McCarren court themselves

face the courts instead of his 
colleagues.

After the volunteers’ hard 
work, the city installed a new 
net.

The conditions on the 
other six courts remain 
pretty ugly. Many courts have 
multiple cracks, which can 
cause balls to fly in unex-
pected directions, giving a 
new meaning to the phrase 

“double fault.”
That’s not the worst of it.
On each court, the top 

layer has been worn down 
after years of use. The uneven 
surfaces are pockmarked 
with the remaining layer of 
asphalt, which wears down 
tennis balls and can be hard 
on players’ knees. Sand col-
lects in the asphalt stone un-
derneath, causing the surface 

to become slippery.
“I see a lot of people slide 

and fall. It is pretty danger-
ous,” said Hoess.

Last October, McCarren 
Tennis threw its first fund-
raiser, a 64-field tennis tour-
nament and dance party on 
the courts, which brought in 
$2,500. At the time, the group 
explored the possibility of ex-
panding its tennis courts to 
a neighboring concrete soft-
ball field, but that idea was 
quickly quashed and the play-
ers remain focused on fix-
ing existing courts.

For now, tennis players are 
enjoying the smooth ride of a 
game on court seven.

“I played on it yesterday 
and it was a lot better on my 
knees and joints. It felt like 
a real park instead of a war 
zone,” said Hoess.

The Parks Department 
said that cost is the reason 
that the tennis courts are on 
the back-burner.

“A complete upgrade of 
the tennis courts would cost 
approximately $1 million and 
involve repairing the asphalt, 
upgrading the drainage, in-
stalling lights, and resizing 
the courts to meet USTA 
standards,” said an agency 
spokesman. “We’re very 
grateful that this organiza-
tion worked with the Open 
Space Alliance to raise funds 
and hope that the one court 
that they were able to work on 
will encourage other funding 
sources to become available 
for additional work.”

The spokesman claimed 
that the agency remains com-
mitted to major improve-
ments throughout McCa-
rren Park.

“Capital projects over 
the past few years include a 
new skate park, lighting at 
the track, the redesign of the 
soccer field, and $50 million 
allocated to restore McCa-
rren Pool,” he said.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

The F and G trains will be quite a hassle again this 
weekend, as the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity continues track work on the beleaguered lines for 
what may be months.

As they have for the past two weekends, shuttle buses 
will replace the F train between Jay Street in Downtown 
and Church Avenue in Kensington. Additionally, shut-
tle buses will replace the G train between Greenpoint 
and Bedford–Nostrand avenues.

The shuttles typically run from late Friday night un-
til early Monday morning.

What’s worse, the MTA doesn’t know how long the 
G shuttle ruckus will last.

“There are plans for more track work around Metro-
politan Avenue on the G for later summer or early fall,” 
said Deirdre Parker, an MTA spokeswoman. “However, 
the dates are not on the schedule as yet. Depending on 
other work on nearby lines, the weekends may or may 
not be consecutive or they may be moved to 2011.”

Worse, on the weekend of May 28, shuttle buses will 
replace the G train until the Tuesday morning com-
mute.

On the other hand, this weekend should be the last for 
shuttles on the F line “until the end of the year,” Parker 
said, adding that such a promise is subject to change.

Last year, the same type of track work halted the F 
train for about six weekends — sometimes when the 
MTA announced that its service would run normal. 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about fowl play! The At-
lantic Avenue Key Food was un-
der state scrutiny last week after 
a woman alleged that store work-
ers placed a new “sell by” label 
on her chicken — 11 days after 
the date on the original label had 
passed.

Customer Marie Viljoen claims 
that employees at the supermar-
ket on Atlantic Avenue purposely 
changed the date on a spoiled 
D’Artagnan chicken to clear out 
the last of their higher-end poul-
try stock. 

“I got it home [on May 12], cut 
off the wrapping and smelled some-
thing wrong immediately,” Viljoen 

money’ off them — I haven’t even 
got my money back for the pur-
chase,” she said. “I still have that 
damn chicken in the freezer.” 

that the inspection came after she 
bought the last of the high-priced 
D’Artagnan chickens.

“And I’m not trying to ‘make 

legation, inspectors from the agency 
found no wrongdoing when they 
inspected the market a day after 
Viljoen’s complaint.

“Results of the inspection show 
the establishment in substantial 
compliance in that no critical de-
ficiencies were observed,” the re-
port said.

On Friday, employees at the 
market — which is at the corner 
of Clinton Street, and recently 
changed management — say that 
allegations like Viljoen’s happen 
all the time.

“People try to make money that 
way,” said Manager Edwin Rodri-
guez. “It’s absolutely not true. The 
inspector came in the next day, and 
everything’s fine.”

He rolled his eyes when shown 
Viljoen’s pictures, saying that his 
workers have no reason to re-la-
bel an expired product.

But Viljoen countered, saying 

told us. “The ‘sell by’ date on the 
label said May 16. … But the dopes 
left the original ‘sell by’ sticker un-
derneath it: May 5. Eleven days 
earlier.”

The pictures Viljoen provided 
are telling: the back of the label 
on her uncooked bird does appear 
to have a ‘sell by’ date sticker of 
May 5, found directly underneath 
the May 16 label that is displayed 
to customers.

What’s worse, this particular 
market has had food problems in 
the past. The state Department of 
Agriculture and Markets scolded 
managers in April for “critical de-
ficiencies” — the lowest ranking 
— in their food, according to one 
inspection report. In the current al-

By Stephen Witt and 
Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Downtown developer Al 
Laboz is once again paper-
ing over his problem on Wil-
loughby Street.

The developer, who cleared 
out his tenants in 2007 in an-
ticipating of tearing down a 
one-story building for a re-
tail and residential tower, has 
once again called in the artists 

district,” said Cathy Hickey, 
the director of commercial and 
retail development for the BID. 
“So he jumped at the idea [of] 
installing artwork.”

Hickey said that last year’s 
version of the project became 
such a focal point for onlookers 
that she decided to freshen it up 
with the new installation.

The 12 artists aren’t being 
paid, but welcomed the chance 
to exhibit their work.

“We all like to show our 
work publicly in the street,” 
said Joe Iurato, whose piece, 
“Children, You Will Save 
The World One Day,” deals 
with impoverished kids.

Laboz did not return calls. 

to make his mess look nice.
Dubbed “Windows on 

Willoughby,” the installation 
between Duffield and Bridge 
streets seeks to mask the per-
ception that Downtown is 
dead — a perception that the 
Metrotech Business Improve-
ment District is definitely fo-
cused on not spreading.

“I [told] Laboz a year ago 
that the empty storefronts were 
impacting the rest of the retail 

Chicken ‘sell-by’ label appears 
to be doctored at Key Food

Failed developer gives vacant storefronts to artists

A Key Food customer claims that the Atlantic Avenue grocer 
is playing fast and loose with poultry expiration dates — and 
she says she has the photographic evidence to prove it! But 
the Key Food manager says that the customer is just looking 
for money.

THEY DID IT! As these shocking photos show, vol-
unteers have gone where city bureaucrats feared 
to tread, raising money and fixing the tennis courts 
at McCarren Park.

A Downtown developer 
is allowing artists to turn 
his vacant storefronts 
into art galleries.
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DENTISTRY AT THE HEIGHTS 
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 12C 

Do you want 
straight teeth?

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO 
INVISALIGN DAY!

June 2 & June 30, 2010
Dr. Kevin Trotter will be pro-
viding patients FREE consul-
ta tions to see if you are a can-
didate for the break through 
tech nology of straight teeth 
without brackets or wires. If 
you are a candidate, there will be a savings of up to $750 off 
the regular price of $5500. Book your appointment today!

This event is by appointment only. Discount is only available on the dates of the event.

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

 

BUSINESS BRIEFS

IKEA Red Hook has partnered with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society to fight cancer and honor those 
affected by this disease. On June 5, IKEA Red Hook 
will host the inaugural Relay For Life event, from 
noon until 11 pm. Activities and entertainment — 
including the first annual “Best Birthday Cake in 
Brooklyn” contest and a spectacular fireworks dis-
play — are for adults and kids, cancer survivors and 
their caretakers, and the thousands of visitors who 
frequent the park on weekends.

“IKEA Brooklyn has been involved in the local 
community since announcing its first city store,” 
said store manager Mike Baker, who is donating the 
store’s waterfront parkland for the 11-hour event, as 
well as furniture and catering for the Survivor’s Re-
ception, fireworks and much more.

In addition to lending a personal hand to the pro-
motions, Baker is also lending his hair! He has is-
sued a challenge to IKEA co-workers: if they fund-
raise at least $1,000 for the American Cancer Society, 
he will dye his hair purple (the official color of the 
Relay for Life).

“As a group, we are considering ways to motivate our 
co-workers and give them an opportunity to participate 
in the event,” he said. “You can imagine their excitement 
when we came up with this idea. … Imagine the IKEA 
Brooklyn store manager with purple hair!”

This year’s event features the first annual “Best 
Birthday Cake In Brooklyn” contest. In honor of 
celebrating more birthdays, local Brooklyn baker-
ies and at-home bakers will enter a cake to be judged 
by acclaimed pastry chef Margo Lewis of Brook-
lyn’s own Cake Bliss. The American Cancer Soci-
ety asks for a $25 donation to enter the contest and 
a $5 donation to judge.  

With a $50 donation, guests can receive VIP seats 
to watch the fireworks atop IKEA couches in a roped-
off area on the edge of the water, as well as the chance 
to win the couches on which they are sitting.

Park Slope resident Garland Harwood is a long-
time participant in Relay For Life and has person-
ally benefited from several American Cancer Soci-
ety programs after being diagnosed with sarcoma,  a 
rare form of cancer that feeds on involuntary muscle 
tissue. Because it can spread quickly, Garland quickly 
began aggressive chemotherapy and radiation. Nearly 
every day for seven months, Garland had to travel for 
treatment and checkups. He had to go on disablity 
for work and only received 60 percent of his salary. 
Many days while getting treatment, Garland’s immune 
system was so weak that it was unsafe for him to be on a 
crowded subway car. Instead, he frequently had to take 
a car service to get to and from his treatments.

One day at the hospital, a social worker connected 
Garland with the American Cancer Society of Brook-
lyn for help. The American Cancer Society’s Road to 
Recovery program helped Garland cover some of his 
transportation expenses back and forth to treatment. 
Five years later, Garland is cancer free. He’s also one 
of the organizers for events like Cancer Society’s Relay 
for Life, which helps fund the search for a cure as well 
as free programs for cancer patients and survivors’ ser-
vices in Brooklyn, including rides to and from treat-
ment; free cancer screenings in low income neighbor-
hoods; beauty products for patients and more.

The Relay For Life at IKEA Red Hook [1 Beard 
St at Otsego Street in Red Hook, (718) 622-2492 
x5134], June 5, noon-11 pm. For info, visit www.
relayforlife.org/ikearedhookny.

By Joe Maniscalco
The Brooklyn Paper

Come on, feel the noise, 
Coney!

The concert promotion 
firm that backs heavy metal 
super-groups Iron Maiden and 
Metallica now wants to pro-
duce shows at Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz’s proposed 
$64-million amphitheater in 
Asser Levy Seaside Park.

Metropolitan Talent — 
one of the premiere enter-
tainment conglomerates in 
the country — confirmed 
this week that it is one of the 
bidders to operate the mega-
theater on Surf Avenue be-
tween Ocean Parkway and 
West Fifth Street.

And this company wants 
a real presence in Coney Is-
land, a senior producer said, 
mentioning that the hard rock 
promoters want to bring in 
at least 20 “big name shows” 
every year.

“We’re always looking for 
new and interesting venues in 
desirable locations and this 
seems to fit the bill,” said the 
executive, Ian Noble.

The rock insider also 
had choice words for resi-
dents who object to the new 
amphitheater on the grounds 
that it is too big and too dis-
ruptive: You’re not in Kan-
sas anymore.

“I was a little shocked by 
people opposing it,” he said. 

Marty’s metal 
thunderdome
Iron Maiden and Metallica big to 
rock Coney’s new amphitheater

“A venue [like this] should 
be welcomed with open arms 
— it’s Coney Island, not ex-
actly Iowa farmland.”

Two other high-profile 
promoters who toured the 
venue on the same day as 
Metropolitan Talent — the 
prominent companies Live 
Nation and Marquee Con-
certs — may also have bid 
for the site, though neither 
returned our calls.

For now, Parks Depart-
ment officials are remain-
ing mum, too.

Amphitheater opponents 
insist that Asser Levy Sea-
side Park is really part of West 
Brighton Beach and should 
not be lumped in with Coney 
Island’s amusement district. 
For them, efforts to trans-

form the local green space 
is all about money. 

“It’s been clear since day 
one that [city officials] want 
to convert the majority of this 
park into a massive commer-
cial enterprise,” said Geof-
frey Croft, president of New 
York City Park Advocates. 

Nobel admitted that he 
was not aware that city 
rules restrict amplified per-
formances near synagogues 
— and there are two within 
earshot.

“I don’t want to come in 
there as this capitalist bad 
guy,” he said. “I would let 
the democratic process take 
place. A concession would 
only go ahead if it honored 
all the inherited bylaws of 
the city.”

Will Marty’s amphitheater draw Metallica and Iron 
Maiden? Yes, if one company has its way.
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That was no time warp at 
Borough Hall on Monday.

Those men donning fedoras 
and long wool coats — the height 
of fashion in the 1920s — were 
merely on hand to film a scene 
from the upcoming HBO drama 
“Boardwalk Empire.”

The show, set in Atlantic City 
during Prohibition, was in town 
to shoot a scene involving a press 
conference on the steps of the 
venerable Downtown seat of 
government. 

The show, produced by Ter-
ence Winter (“The Sopranos”), 
doesn’t debut until this fall. P
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Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

1. Promotional Offer For Consumer Savings Product: Open a new Relationship Statement Savings product. Deposit and maintain $5,000 or greater of funds not currently on deposit at Carver to earn a promotional rate of 1.75% APY. Deposit or maintain less than $5,000 of new money to earn a promotional 
rate of .75% APY. Promotional rates applicable until July 31, 2010 and are subject to change without notice after such date. Fees may reduce earnings. 2. Promotional Offer For Consumer Certificate of Deposit: Open a new 60 month Certificate of Deposit product. Deposit $2,500 of funds not currently on 
deposit at Carver. Receive a promotional rate of 3.25% APY. Offer available until July 31, 2010. No early withdrawal without penalty. 3. Promotional Offer For Small Business customers (New To Carver): Open a new Business Money Market account. Deposit and maintain $25,000 of funds not currently 
on deposit at Carver. Receive a promotional rate of 1.75% APY. Promotional rate applicable until July 31, 2010 and is subject to change without notice after such date. For balances that fall under $25,000, will defer to current rate based on the tier level. All offers available at 1392 Fulton Street, Brooklyn branch only.

Move your money to Carver and experience the difference  
a Community Bank makes. Open one of these Savings Accounts 

with a great rate, or open a Free Checking Account with  
Direct Deposit. Call 718.230.2900 today!

IF YOU‘RE LOOKING FOR

GREAT RATES
COME TO CARVER.

RELATIONSHIP  
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

1.75%
APY

$5,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

60-MONTH 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 

3.25%
APY

$2,500 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

BUSINESS 
MONEY MARKET

1.75%
APY

$25,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

WE‘VE MOVED! VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION.
13 9 2  F U LTO N  ST  ( R E STO R AT I O N  P L A Z A )

www.carverbank.com     

BUILDING WEALTH BLOCK BY BLOCK.  

News of the near-abduc-
tion came as a shock for those 
living along the leafy, tree-
lined strip of single-family 
homes between Regina Pa-
cis grade school and PS 187, 
where the 12-year-old was 
heading before she was at-
tacked.

“I couldn’t believe this 
could happen here,” said 
one resident as she waited 
for the mailman on Monday 
morning.

The scene was almost 
Rockwellian in nature as 
she sat on the stoop between 
streets named in honor of An-
nie Lautatos and 9-11 victim 
Arturo Angelo. Behind the 
woman, who wished not to 
give her name, both Ameri-
can and Italian flags flapped 
lazily in the breeze. “For the 
most part, this is a really safe 
area.”

Inspector Eric Rodriguez, 
the commanding officer of 
the 68th Precinct, said that 
his officers are doubling pa-
trols along 12th Avenue, es-
pecially in the morning. At 
the same time, cops are dis-
tributing the sketch of their 
suspect, hoping someone will 

recognize him.
“We are constantly look-

ing for people who could be 
involved in this,” he said. 
“We’ve also spoken to the 
local schools. We want these 
children to know that they 
should walk together and if 
they ever feel uncomfortable 
for any reason, they should 
find an adult and contact us 
immediately.”

The latest attack is the 
first such high-profile inci-
dent since September, 2008, 
when a woman was grabbed 
outside of her Fort Hamilton 
Parkway home, forced into 
her basement and sexually 
assaulted.

That rapist, who apol-
ogized to the victim as he 
committed the heinous act, 
was later arrested.

The May 11 attack is the 
fifth sex attack in the 68th 
Precinct this year, although 
all previous victims knew 
their assailants, sources 
said.

Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact 
the NYPD CrimeStoppers 
hotline at (800) 577-TIPS. 
All calls will be kept confi-
dential.

Continued from page 1

MANHUNT

suspicion from his neighbors 
— and the feds.

When Claw, dressed like a 
gang-banger (complete with 
a gold-plated lobster claw 
necklace), leaves his apart-
ment to make a delivery of 
his own, elderly neighbors 
shut their door, close their 
shades, and peer through 
the blinds.

“They think I’m dealing 
drugs,” said Claw, who is ac-
tually fencing rolls at below-
market prices, typically less 
than $15. “I’ll admit, having 
customers walk off with a bag 
looks pretty sketchy.”

State environmental of-
ficers are rumored to be on 
Claw’s tail, so he keeps it on 
the down low, using an elab-
orate beeper and Facebook 
system to deliver directly to 
patrons anywhere in North 
Brooklyn.

To preserve his identity, 
Claw has grown a beard and 
donned a hooded jacket and 
sunglasses, and does not give 
his name out to customers. 
He has also increased surveil-
lance on his potential custom-
ers’ Facebook pages, weed-
ing out anyone who looks like 
a health inspector or a De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation officer.

“If the person is an artist or 
a member of a dance troupe 
who lives in the neighbor-
hood, that’s cool. If the per-
son has a short haircut, lots of 
muscles, and a polo shirt with 
the word ‘DEC’ on it, that’s 
not so cool,” said Claw.

Claw is in the process of 
getting his catering license, 
which could prevent state 
officials from trapping him 

in bureaucracy’s net. In the 
meantime, he’s washing his 
hands as much as he can to get 
rid of that lobster smell and 
catering to the demands of his 
high-rolling clientele.

One of Claw’s customers 
stops by in a white BMW 
convertible with a different 
Russian model girlfriend ev-
ery time.

“The girl thinks he has 
never done this before. She 
thinks it is her special treat,” 
said Claw.

Others are less picky.
“My older friends tell me 

to drop the act. They say, 
‘We’re just hungry. We need 
the roll,’” said Claw. 

He can barely keep up with 
demand. As everyone knows, 
when you have a jones, you 
have a jones.

“I never thought I’d be do-
ing orders of 30 lobster rolls 
at three in the morning, but 
there’s no difference between 
making 30 rolls and mak-
ing three, so I do it,” said 
Claw.

Customers know little 
about Claw except that he 
ran Hurricane Hopeful in 
Williamsburg in 2001, made 
chowders with Martha Stew-
art, and battled Bobby Flay 
in an episode of “Throw 
Down.”

“Some nights are quiet but 
most nights are so insane I’m 
throwing my hands up and 
crying because there’s no way 
I think I can get it all done,” 
said Claw.

To join the Underground 
Lobster Pound, visit the 
Brooklyn Urban Anglers fa-
cebook page and become 
a “friend.”

Continued from page 1

LOBSTER...

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

It might just be the cool-
est place to bring your kids 
for free.

Guests at a sneak preview 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pier 6 on Saturday hailed an 
expansive playground — in-
cluding a water park, giant 
sandbox and swings galore — 
as living up to the hype.

“I think it’s gonna be 
great,” said Cobble Hill 
resident Alex Golden as 
she toured the 1.6-acre play-
ground. “I’m just excited to 
finally have a green space 
near me. When we do have 
kids, it’ll be perfect.”

The pier will open in June 
and offer a maze of differ-
ent play areas for children 
among trees and tall grass. 
But later this summer, the 
real all-ages fun begins: a 
dog run, three sand volley-Climb up and slide down this tee pee.

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s latest will wow the kids

ball courts, a restaurant with 
roof access, and even a plant 
marsh will join the mix.

But even with the pier still 
under construction, parents 
agreed that developers have 

lived up to their promise of a 
better playground, after they 
admitted “mistakes” in the 
planning of Pier 1’s kiddy 
park — mistakes that led to 
a few minor injuries.

“I love that the play area 
is split up in different areas 
— it won’t be so crowded and 
there’s a lot to do,” said Savita 
Lepore, who brought her three 
children on the tour.

The sneak-peek revealed 
many fun elements:

the entrance, large spheres 
and ropes make for some ex-
pert jungle gyms, and long 
slides careen through rock 
formations.

-
ways bring you to “Swing 
Valley,” where there are 
several shaded nooks with 
swings for different experi-
ence levels.

Village” and a water park, 
where kids were dropping 
their jaws or an epic sand-
box and kiddy river.

If that’s not enough, a res-
taurant is nearing comple-
tion. Developers said there 
are also plans to add a wa-
ter taxi port near the park 
entrance.

“Slide Mountain” rocks.
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By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

The 1980s lived on again 
last Saturday when volun-
teers repainted the benches in 
a Gowanus park in neon col-
ors reminiscent of the “Greed 
is Good” Decade.

As part of an initiative 
to draw attention to the un-
derutilized Thomas Greene 
Park, a cadre of park lovers 
painted over 32 benches in 
shades of pink, green and or-
ange — a vivid and inten-
tional departure from stan-
dard park bench-green.

“We had these very dull 
benches and we figured it’s 
a good time to do something 

New color therapy
Gritty Gowanus park gets a 1980s-era makeover

ple are already thinking of 
the park, which is on the edge 
of two gentrifying neighbor-
hoods — and the painting 
project is a testament to that, 
Nimmons noted.

The Parks Department ap-
proved the colors, which will 
be temporary until a full park 
rehab begins next spring, a 
project that includes a new 
playground, play area and 
a “dramatic” spray shower, 
as well as cutting down on 
the amount of paved area 
and replacing it with more 
greenery.

For now, the bench proj-
ect is certainly expected to 
turn heads.

“The park just sort of sits 
there,” said resident and com-
mittee member Michelle 
Sauer, co-owner of the Smith 
Street skate shop Homage. 
“But when you pass Third 
Avenue, this will remind you 
that there is a park that takes 
up an entire city block.”

Volunteers painted benches in Thomas Greene 
Playground neon colors on Saturday.
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fun to enliven them,” said 
Barbara Brookhart, co-chair-
woman of the Friends of Doug-
lass/Greene Park, a mash-up 
of the park’s given name and 
its location on Third Avenue 
and Douglass Streets.

The park has long been 
off most Brownstone Brook-
lynites’ radar screen, exist-
ing as it does between the 
Wyckoff Gardens and the 
Gowanus Houses.

“No one knew this park 
existed,” said Charlene Nim-
mons, co-chairwoman of the 
committee. “We wanted to do 
something bright and cheery to 
get people to think of us.”

Of course, plenty of peo-

Re/Dress NYC
109 Boerum Pl
Brooklyn, NYC
718-522-7962
buy*sell*trade
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MINI OF MANHATTAN
555 W 57th St
New York NY 10019–2925
(212) 586–6464

MINIOFMANHATTAN.COM

*0.9% fi nancing and option credit offer applies to 2010 MINI Convertibles and Clubman models. Offer expires 6/30/10. Subject to credit approval. MSRP includes 
destination and handling charges, excludes license, registration, taxes, options and labor to install options. Certain features shown are optional. Actual price determined 
by your dealer. C2010MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC, the MINI name, models names and logo are registered trademarks. Available to qualifi ed buyers 
through MINI Financial Services.

** $249 per month for a 2010 MINI COOPER hardtop, well equipped with all factory standard equipment plus Premium Package and automatic transmission. MSRP: 
$22,500. $2,000 customer down payment, $249 fi rst payment, $250 security due at lease inception plus license, registration, taxes. Option to purchase at lease end for 
$14,625, Subject to credit approval. Offer expires June 30. 10K mile per year included, additional .20 each. Available to qualifi ed buyers through MINI Financial Services.

***MINI NO COST MAINTENANCE is standard for 3 years/36,000 miles, whichever comes fi rst. MINI Passenger Car Limited Warranty with 24 hour Roadside Assistance is 
standard for 4 years/50,000 miles, whichever comes fi rst.

MOTORING 
MADNESS 
EVENT

GET IN ON THE MOTORING MADNESS AT 
MINI OF MANHATTAN:

LEASE A 2010 COOPER HARDTOP OR CLUBMAN 
FOR $249/MONTH**
INCLUDES NO COST MAINTENANCE, 3 YEARS/36,000 MILES***

0.9% FINANCING* PLUS
OPTION CREDIT
For a limited time on 2010 MINI Cooper Convertibles and Clubman 
models.** There has never been a better time to get in a MINI — 
starting at just $19,500+

RELAY FOR LIFE 
of IKEA Red Hook

FIGHT CANCER IN BROOKLYN
Saturday, June 5

www.relayforlife.org/IKEARedHookNY
For more information contact Nancy Colt at 718-622-2492 x5134 or nancy.colt@cancer.org

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

While mom and dad are 
away, the crooks will play.

One youngster learned 
that lesson the hard way, af-
ter several high-tech goodies 
were stolen from her Sixth 
Avenue home after she had a 
raucous party while her par-
ents were on vacation.

Cops said that more than 
100 people were at the May 
8 bacchanal inside the home, 
which is at Carroll Street, tak-
ing advantage of a parental 
holiday.

When the wingding broke 
up at around 4 am the next 
morning, the hostess discov-

ered that someone had taken 
two laptops, two iPods and 
$1,000 in jewelry.

Break-ins
At least three homes or 

businesses were burglarized 
during the last week. Here’s 
a roundup:

Street apartment told cops that 
someone — perhaps one of his 
“multiple” housemates — took 
a bag off of a living room table 
on May 6. He told cops that he 
was not home between 5 am 
and noon when he returned to 
find that his laptop and cam-
era had been taken from the 
building, which is between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues.

-

puters out of a Seventh Street 
apartment when the tenant was 
gone between May 10 and 11. 
The resident of the unit, which 
is near Fourth Avenue, told 
cops that she was not there 
from 4 am until 11 pm the 
next day when she returned 
to find the goods gone. She 
told cops that “several” people 
had access to the apartment 
“through the roommate.”

grabbed a laptop out of a Bal-

of the club between Warren 
and Wyckoff streets at around 
1:30 am. When she returned 
15 minutes later, the bag, con-
taining $300 and three credit 
cards, was gone.

Sub swipe
A thief snatched a wom-

an’s purse as she exited the 
Jay Street subway station on 
May 10.

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops that she was on Jay 
Street between Willoughby 
and Johnson streets at around 
3 pm when the perp ran up 
to her and made his move. 
She lost $1,500 and her so-
cial security card. 

— Stephen Brown

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Deli dimwit
The snorkeling-masked 

man strikes again, but this 
time a Broadway deli store 
is the victim.

Cops say that the masked 
bandit grabbed a Tropicana 
juice from the deli’s refrig-
erator at 9:30 am on May 12 
before he was confronted by 
two clerks. 

He slapped one on the head, 
flashed a knife at both of them, 
said, “Come here!”

When they backed off, 
he threw a rock at the store 
window, shattering it, as he 
fled down Throop Avenue 
on his bike.

iPod first
Two perps held up their 

victim with a BB gun on Roe-
bling Street on May 12 and 
stole an iPod before police 
nabbed them an hour later.

The perps approached a 
man at 1:20 am when one 
pointed a black handgun to 
the left side of the victim’s 
head while the other shouted, 
“iPod first.”

Then he pulled out $288 
from the victim’s pocket and 
told him to “take a walk” 
while both thugs fled to-
wards Broadway.

Police nabbed both perps 
and the gun later that night.

Phone punch
Two thugs punched a man 

on Bushwick Avenue on May 
9, stealing his cellphone as he 
was walking to a store.

The perps got in an argu-
ment with a man at 11:30 pm, 
before one punched him in 
the face, grabbing his phone 
and running down McKib-
bin Street.

Police nabbed the perps 
two hours later.

Mac gone
A thief broke into a wom-

an’s S. First Street apartment 
on May 13, and lifted two 
computers while the tenant 
was at work.

The perp broke into the 
building, which is between 
Bedford and Berry streets, 
between 10 am on May 13 and 
4:15 pm the next day, stealing 
two laptops and fleeing when 
the victim was out.

 — Aaron Short

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Scoot!
Two curmudgeons — one 

wielding a cane and the other 
holding a wire antenna — at-
tacked a Bedford Avenue–
bound man on a scooter on 
May 11.

The 46-year-old victim 
told cops that he was riding 
his scooter near Metropol-
itan Avenue at about 3:50 
pm when he accidentally 
bumped into the two jerks. 
They warned him not to scoot 
in their territory, and the thug 
with the antenna stabbed 
the victim in the head be-
fore he hopped on his scooter 
and rode away. He left with 
cuts on the back of his head, 
but he kept his sweet ride. 
 — Andy Campbell

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Some friends
A woman who invited sev-

eral guests over for an Eas-
ter dinner was in no mood to 
resurrect her friendships af-
ter one of the women stole a 
credit card and cash.

The 60-year-old hostess 
told police that she did not see 
anyone take anything from 
her Bond Street apartment 
during the April 4 brunch.

But a month later, she got a 
bill that revealed that someone 
had used her VISA card to pay 
two parking tickets, buy two 
Metrocards and $50 in bau-
bles from Kay Jewelers.

On May 14, though, Det. 
Brian Meichsner arrested a 
suspect, after tracking her 
through her parking ticket pay-
ment, a police source said.

Cold war
Cops nabbed a thief who 

tried to take $1,000 in over-
the-counter cold medicines 
from the Court Street CVS 
on May 11.

Police said that the man 
entered the store, which is 
between Pacific and Amity 
streets, at around 2:50 pm 
and stuffed a bag full of the 
patent medicines.

An employee saw the 
crime going down and held 
the perp until Officer Dynel 
Powell arrived — and gave 
the perp a real headache.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

tic Street real-estate office on 
May 13. The victim told cops 
that she was out of the office, 
which is near Fourth Avenue, 
from 3:20 to 3:35 pm.

In store
Thieves hit at least two 

stores last week, shoplifting 
sunglasses and high-fashion 
outfits on Fifth Avenue. Here 
are the gory details:

Degraw Street at around 2:40 
pm on May 12 and introduced 
himself as Kevin, perhaps 
to lull the clerk into a false 
sense of security. And, indeed, 
when she was busy with a cus-
tomer, he took 11 pairs of fancy 
shades off the shelf and ran 
out. The total haul came to 
more than $1,150.

-
rested, but his accomplice got 
away, after a daring raid of 

-
tween Third and Fourth streets 
on May 9. Cops said that the 
thieves entered at around noon 
and took a ruffle top, a zipper-
free taupe, a skirt, a necklace 
and other items before flee-
ing. One of the perps was later 
caught after a witness tip.

— Gersh Kuntzman

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

No rest
A thief who swiped a bike 

outside the Atlantic Center 
Mall was arrested on May 
10 after the owner of the two 
wheeler told police about a 
distinctive feature — it had 
no seat.

The victim told police that 
he locked his $1,100 Schwinn 
Voyager to a bike rack on 
Atlantic Avenue near Fort 
Greene Place at 10:35 am. 
He then removed the bicycle 
seat, locking it on the same 
rack next to his bike before 
running a few errands.

When he returned over a 
half hour later, the seat was 
still attached to the rack, but 
the bike wasn’t.

It didn’t take long for cops 
to track down the 45-year-
old thief, who was spotted 
riding high on the uncush-
ioned two wheeler past the 
corner of Lafayette Avenue 
and Rockwell Place.

hePhone
A hooligan snatched a 

phone from a woman’s hand 
on DeKalb Avenue on May 
12 — then punched her in the 
face when she demanded her 
phone back, police said.

The thug jumped his vic-
tim between Vanderbilt and 
Clinton avenues at 1:20 pm. 
Police said the perp tried to 
run off after punching her, 
but the tenacious woman re-
fused to let him go, grabbing 
the hood by the hood to slow 
his escape.

Cops ultimately caught up 
with the 31-year-old thief at 
the corner of St. James Place 
and Gates Avenue.

Purse grab
A thief punched a woman 

in the shoulder during a purse 
snatching on May 10.

The woman said she was 
waiting for the bus near the 
corner of Washington and 
Myrtle avenues at 10:50 pm 
when the suspect attacked and 
ran off with her belongings.

— Thomas Tracy

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Chain snatch
A thief snagged the chain 

off a young man’s neck on 
May 10 after claiming he 
knew the lad, police said.

The victim told police 
that he was near the high-
way overpass at Seventh Ave-
nue and 75th Street at 3:10 pm 
when the thug approached, 
claiming, “I know you!”

Before the victim could 
respond, the thug grabbed 
his $300 gold chain and ran 
off with it, cops said.

— Thomas Tracy

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Octo-con
Two con men managed to 

convince an elderly woman 
to withdraw $5,000 from 
her ATM and hand it over 
on May 12.

The 89-year-old victim 
told cops she was approached 
at Clinton Street and Atlan-
tic Avenue at around noon by 
the two jerks, who happened 
to have her wallet. The pair 
asked, “Is this yours?” and 
then drove the woman to the 
Montague Street HSBC, tell-
ing her that they needed her to 
give them $5,000 before they 
could pay her $800,000.

After getting back in the 
car, the two punks took the 
five g’s, dropped the octo-
genarian off at her Pineap-
ple Street home, and told her 
they would be in touch.

Campy
A woman’s purse was 

snatched from the Camp 
nightclub on Smith Street 
on May 15.

The victim told cops she 
had left her purse on the floor 
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Stop the Cuts:
Save City-Funded

Day Care

Early Childhood Education and
Professional Care Help:

Provide quality early education for NYC working families
Prepare our youngest children for grade school
Improve children’s education and health before kindergarten
Guarantee a safe environment for children

Call the Mayor at 212-788-3000
Council of School Supervisors & Administrators     AFSA Local 1: AFL-CIO     www.csa-nyc.org

Free Day Camp. 5 minutes from Exit 11S 
on the Belt Parkway. Located in Queens. 
The club is open for inspection. See the 
Web site for info or call 718-634-2900

Silver Gull Club, Inc. is an authorized concessioner of Gateway National Recreation Area, National Park 
Service, Department of the Interior

A family of four can enjoy 
100 days of fun in the 
sun for as little as $2704 
for the entire summer.

DAILY USE RATE
$80 per cabana
$65 per cabinette
$60 per bath cabin
$50 per adult
$30 per child

www.silvergullclub.com

their commercial crapola — 
in city bins.

Both practices, while com-
mon, are illegal.

“If you have a garbage 
can that’s a quarter full, 
and someone puts a gar-
bage bag from their house 
in, now you have taken a 
pretty much empty garbage 
can and made it three-quar-
ter’s full,” he said.

That’s why some activ-
ists have been lobbying the 
city to actually remove some 
public trash cans from com-
mercial strips. One commu-
nity leader, Bay Ridge res-
ident Greg Ahl, thinks the 
cans are magnets for resi-
dential trash.

“On this, I agree with San-
itation.” Ahl said. “There’s 
always about 80 percent res-
idential garbage rather than 
litter.”

Commercial areas with 
Business Improvement Dis-
tricts are likely to be cleaner 

than other areas because the 
self-taxing BIDs “augment 
Sanitation in keeping our 
streets clean,” said Sanitation 
Department spokeswoman 
Kathy Dawkins. “Once the 
BIDs bag the litter, we pick 
up the bagged litter along the 
regular household garbage 
collection route.”

The City Council has some 
blame for the situation. In an 
effort to spread limited funds 
around as much as possible, 
the council cut funding for 
supplemental basket trucks 
last year.

But Councilwoman Leti-
tia James (D–Fort Greene) 
predicted that the cut “will 
be revisited” next year, given 
the howls from local residents 
about the condition of their 
streets.

“I’m pretty confident we’ll 
restore some of the funds,” 
added James, who chairs the 
Sanitation Committee.

Continued from page 1

TRASH...

says Levin, a 27-year-old kin-
dergarten teacher, adding that 
Dutchie’s trauma only esca-
lated despite help from a ca-
nine behavioral therapist. 

After barking up the wrong 
tree for months, Levin and Na-
delberg felt they had no choice 
but to lock up their howling 
hound in a separate room when 
company came — plus barri-
cade themselves with chairs 
when Dutchie, who sleeps on 
their bed, got devilish. 

After enduring Dutchie’s 
demons — he bit both Levin 
and Nadelberg’s dear old dads 
— and after being snarled 
at one too many times in 
his own home, Nadelberg, 
a 30-year-old podiatrist, fi-
nally stepped in with a pill-of-
an-idea: If Prozac was good 
enough for man, then why not 
for his best friend?

Their vet needed a bit of per-
suading, said Levin, but after 
listening to Dutchie’s laundry 
list of symptoms — includ-
ing his hot-headedness towards 
strangers and loved ones — 
she wrote out a prescription 
for fluoxetine, which is mar-
keted as Prozac. A month’s 
supply at the local pharmacy 

costs the couple $20.
“I just open up his mouth, 

shove the little red-striped 
white pill in and close his 
throat until he swallows it!” 
said Levin. “I see a differ-
ence already, he’s less ag-
gressive!”

Six months down the 
road, all’s well and good, 
and Dutchie’s even passing 
all his physicals with flying 
colors, she bragged.

Even though her “Dutch-
ella” is a bit of a Jekyll-and-
Hyde, Levin says that he’s a 
honey bear at heart, who loves 
her madly: “When I wake 
up in the morning, his tail 
starts flopping and he gives 
me kisses for five minutes 
straight. He’s just happy to 
see me awake!”

When he’s not barking up 
a storm, Levin says Dutchie 
is a bit of a TV junkie who 
can’t seem to get enough of 
Cesar Millan’s “Dog Whis-
perer” show. The couple has 
even considered getting in 
touch with the celebrity dog 
tamer if and when he films 
in New York City.

But who needs him when 
you have Prozac?

Continued from page 1

PROZAC...

Mother Nature herself, but 
they struck Bahlman and 
Titze as cruel — especially 
given that the park is hardly 
a natural ecosystem.

“Of course it’s just one duck, 
but people do care,” added Ti-
tze, who is on the verge of re-
ceiving her own license as a 
wildlife rehabilitator.

After capturing the duck, 
Moylett released it and left it 
to fend for itself. And Park 
officials were quick to con-
demn the perpetrators of the 
Cayuga caper.

“It is against Parks De-
partment rules to remove an-
imals from the park,” said 
Eugene Patron, a spokesman 
for Prospect Park. “If an an-
imal is sick and needing at-
tention, people should con-
tact the Urban Park Rangers. 
The Rangers may remove an 
animal, as may a licensed an-
imal rehabilitator called by 

the Rangers.”
Even the top environmen-

tal agency in the state chimed 
in, noting that the ducks in 
the park are indeed wild — 
though they have grown fat 
and lazy due to parkgoers’ 
generous bread donations.

At any rate, as he was leav-
ing the scene, Moylett ac-
knowledged the recent mys-
terious and grisly goings-on 
at the park, including floating 
chicken heads, dumped ani-
mal entrails, and a dead dog. 
But, Moylett said, he didn’t 
see the incidents as cause for 
major concern.

“I’ve never seen a rash of 
animal killings — or dump-
ing — in five years [working] 
in Brooklyn,” he said. 

Moylett was also skeptical 
notions of a park cover-up.  

“Come on, we’re the Parks 
Department. What are we 
hiding — spaceships in Pros-
pect Park lake?”

Continued from page 1

DUCK...

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

A 1920s-era carousel do-
nated to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park may soon be as iconic 
as the River Café or the bridge 
itself, after architects re-
vealed big plans for the at-
traction on Monday night.

When it moves to the park 
next year, the lovingly re-
stored “Jane’s Carousel” will 
get some flashy upgrades, in-
cluding a transparent, Jean-
Nouvel-designed glass pavil-
ion that will cast silhouettes 
of the spinning ponies across 
the East River at night. 

It’ll be placed on the wa-
ter’s edge at Empire Fulton 
Ferry State Park — which 
will be integrated into Brook-
lyn Bridge Park early next 
year — and become a staple 

of the waterfront scenery.
“We’ve worked so hard re-

storing this carousel — and 
now we’re excited to have 
our dream architect working 
on the pavilion,” said Jane 
Walentas, the ride’s owner 
and wife of DUMBO devel-
oper David Walentas.

Walentas revealed the pa-
vilion design to the Com-
munity Board 2 Parks and 
Recreation Committee on 
Monday. The carousel’s 
28-foot-tall glass enclosure 
will be completely transpar-
ent by day — with retract-
able walls for year-round 
use — but at night, drapes 
will come down and a light-
show from inside will cascade 
the bobbing horses’ silhou-
ettes as far as the Manhat-
tan shoreline.

Plus, Walentas said that 

‘Jane’s Carousel’ closer 
to installation in park

the ride would be completely 
self-sustaining and operate 
off of its own funds from 
a nearby concession rather 
than the park’s maintenance 
budget.

But as with many of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s de-
velopment operations, critics 
barked at the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corpora-
tion for a lack of democracy 
— in this case, not involving 
the public in picking the best 
site for the gift.

“This sets a precedent: if 
you donate something, the 
community doesn’t get a pub-
lic-review process,” said Do-
reen Gallo, executive director 
of the DUMBO Neighbor-
hood Alliance, who also ob-
jected to the light show.

“We’ll also never be able 
to see the bridge without 
[the carousel in the way],” 
she said. “I take issue with 
that.”

Many community mem-
bers like Gallo previously ral-
lied to get the carousel moved 
to the park’s Pier 6 portion 
at the foot of Atlantic Ave-
nue, but the public process 
was usurped because of the 
state’s transfer of Empire Ful-

ton Ferry State Park to the de-
velopment corporation.

Developers argued that 
they couldn’t turn down 
the “wonderful” donation, 
and noted that the carou-
sel wouldn’t overpower the 
Brooklyn Bridge with its light 
scheme.

On the other hand, Walen-
tas said that the site was her 
plan all along, ever since her 
husband David, a DUMBO 

real-estate titan, worked on 
Empire Fulton Ferry State 
Park.

“This carousel was bought 
[in 1984] for that site,” she 
told the community board. 
“We stuck to where we 
wanted it.”

The Walentases — who 
are involved in a plethora 
of significant DUMBO de-
velopments — have cer-
tainly stirred up the Com-

munity Board 2 bee’s nest 
in the past. Last year, Da-
vid Walentas was embattled 
with community activists to 
start building a controversial 
18-story residential building 
and public middle school on 
Dock Street, which oppo-
nents argued would forever 
block views of the Brook-
lyn Bridge.

Walentas later won ap-
proval for that project.

Jean Nouvel’s glass-walled design for a pavilion for 
Jane Walentas’s carousel will glow with horse sil-
houettes by night and appear clear during the day.

By Ben Kochman
for The Brooklyn Paper

The French government has finally 
figured out what Brooklynites have 
known for a decade: Jean-Jacques 
Bernat is formidable!

The beloved owner and chef at 
Provence en Boite, which has been 
on Smith Street in Carroll Gardens 

since 2006 after a five-year run in Bay 
Ridge, was honored with the Insignia 
de Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur, 
the French culinary world’s equiva-
lent of an Oscar last week.

The Insignia is given to French 
chefs all over the globe who dedicate 
their lives to not only mastering the 
nation’s much-cherished cuisine, but 

Bernat has been in food for 37 
years, first as a waiter in his home 
country, then as a chef-owner, and, 
more recently, even teaching French 
techniques to students at CUNY.

But to be honored by his country 
with a prestigious and rarely given 
out award might have been his big-
gest coup yet, Bernat said.

“To receive [the honor] is not usual 
[or] something the French gouvern-
ment gives to everyone,” he said. “It 
shows that I have a big devotion to 
my career, and what I do.”

Provence en Boite [263 Smith St. 
at Degraw Street, (718) 797-0707].

sharing it with le monde.
“It was fantastic, a big moment for 

me and all my family,” said Bernat, who 
teared up as he accepted the award.

C’est si bon!
Frenchman wins big on Smith

Jean-Jacques Bernat received 
the Insignia of Chevalier.
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Planning to dig on your property? 

free service

 

To learn more, visit: www.DigNetNYCLI.com

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Dig Brooklyn?
                  Then dig this…

Planning a digging project  
this spring/summer? 

Call DigNet to have underground  
utilities marked, 48 hours prior to breaking 
ground on your property, it could save your 
life and you will be eligible to win a  
$50 Home Depot gift card.*

*Must have a legitimate proposed excavation or demolition. Callers with the sole purpose of entering contest will not be 
considered and will bear the costs associated with facility owners locating their underground facilities. Contest is valid April 
12-September 30. Winners will be chosen by October 15, 2010.

Bring this ad in and receive

$2.00 OFF YOUR NEXT TRIP

www.440carservice.com

440 CAR SERVICE

stated in a letter that “the ap-
proval does not bar subse-
quent litigation” — which 

is likely.
Councilman Lew Fidler 

(D–Mill Basin), who is also 
a Democratic district leader, 

Sen. Eric Adams (D–Fort 
Greene); Henry Bolis, a 
longtime party loyalist who 
is currently the president of 
the Thomas Jefferson Demo-
cratic Club in Canarsie; and 
Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D-
Williamsburg), who had a 
falling out with Lopez, but 
has been mending ties, po-
litical sources said.

“I’m not crazy about [the 
new district leaders],” Fidler 
said. “Whoever’s in those po-
sitions will tend to support 
the status quo.”

Yet one of the new hand-
picked leaders said he’ll re-
main independent when he’s 
called to vote.

“[Vito Lopez] and I have 
a relationship and we have a 
friendship, but at the same 
time we represent two dif-
ferent parts of borough,” said 
Seddio. “I’ve never been some-
one who voted the way some-
one tells me to vote. Expect 
me to vote for what’s good 
for Brooklyn.”

District leaders are unpaid 
party officials responsible for 
collecting candidate petition 
signatures, finding viable ju-
dicial candidates and hiring 
poll workers on Election Day, 
but their main job is selecting 
the party’s county chairman 
— a post that Lopez appar-
ently wants to keep.

As a result, this year’s con-
tests are turning into a desper-
ate battle for the soul of Brook-
lyn’s Democratic Party, with 
loyalists to Lopez squaring off 
against longtime incumbents, 
and insurgents preparing to 
pick off Lopez-backed incum-
bents. For example:

Assembly District, for exam-
ple, Lincoln Restler of the 
progressive New Kings Dem-
ocrats, has challenged long-
time district leader, and Lo-
pez supporter, Steve Cohn. It 
now appears that Cohn has 
dropped out of that race in 
hopes of having his son suc-
ceed him.

-
trict as Fleishman, another 
Lopez-backed newcomer, 
Hope Reichbach, is chal-
lenging anti-Lopez district 
leader Jo Anne Simon.

-
ter Carroll is savaging long-
time leader Ralph Perfetto 
on the campaign trail, say-
ing that Perfetto is too close 
to Lopez.

Lopez wants to retain 
his job so badly that he’s 
stacking the deck in his fa-
vor, some say.

“Nobody cares about 
[district leader] jobs except 
Vito,” said Restler.

Fleishman’s departure 
from the race does not 
mean that Williamson has 
an easy path to victory. For-
mer Council candidates Bob 
Zuckerman and Gary Reilly, 
former Congressional candi-
date Chris Owens and attor-
ney Jesse Strauss have also 
said they are interested.

Lopez has not returned 
calls.

initially objected to Lopez’s 
power grab, but now is OK 
with it.

“[Disgraced former party 
chairman] Clarence Norman 
wanted to do the same thing, 
but people like myself and 
[former Assemblyman] Tony 

Genovese fought it,” he said. 
“But now that it’s here, at 
least Vito has distributed the 
positions in a reasonably di-
verse way.”

Other district leaders at 
large include Ingrid Mar-
tin, chief of staff to state 

Continued from page 1

LOPEZ…

BROOKLYN POLITICS THE SMOKE-FILLED ROOM

By Thomas Tracy 
The Brooklyn Paper

He finished sixth out of 
seven for the Council last 
year — but that isn’t stop-
ping Doug Biviano from 
looking for a promotion to 
Albany.

The one-time loser, a 
building superintendent 
on Columbia Heights, an-
nounced this week — via 
YouTube! — that he’s tak-
ing on Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman, giving the 
Carroll Gardens Democrat 
her first primary challenge 

Millman, he says, has done 
nothing to clean up the state 
Capitol.

“Unlike Joan Millman, 
when I see something, I say 
something,” Biviano told us. 
“I won’t play that same cyni-
cal game up in Albany where 

politicians refuse to speak 
out against the corrupt sys-
tem because it is that very 
same corrupt system that en-
sures they keep getting re-
elected.”

Maybe it’s a bit too much 
to hold Joan Millman respon-
sible for Albany’s dysfunc-
tion, but Biviano is onto 

something about election re-
form: Incumbents lose seats 
in New York State about as 
often as the Jets go to the Su-
per Bowl (close don’t count, 
Jet fans!).

But is Biviano the right 
man for the job of defeat-
ing the 13-year incumbent? 
This is a guy who came in 

sixth in a field of seven for 
the Brooklyn Heights-Wil-
liamsburg council seat last 
year.

Regardless, he spent Elec-
tion Night declaring victory 
(and still does!).

“Despite everything, I 

Evan Thies with all of his 
support behind him,” he re-
calls.

Yes, he did come within 

finished third. And Isaac 
Abraham was behind him. 
Steve Levin won, beating Bi-

For now, Biviano is op-
timistic, despite having no 
money, according to cam-
paign finance records. Mean-
while, Millman has more 

And she’s not worried.
“He has run before, he has 

the right to run again and it 
looks like he’s going to run on 
these issues,” Millman said, 
referring to Biviano’s clean 
up Albany platform. “When 
I met with him he told me he 
was going to run a gentle-
manly campaign. I told him 
I’d expect nothing less.”

Biviano does have one 
thing going for him: He 
works for a living.

And he thinks being the 
superintendent of the Co-
lumbia Heights apartment 
building he and his family 
live in gives him a unique 
perspective on cleaning up 
state politics.

“When I get to Albany I’m 
going to solve problems,” he 
said. “That’s all I do all day, 
solve problems.”

Well, if it doesn’t work out, 
there’s always that toilet at 
Borough Hall.

Doug Biviano Joan Millman

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghost!

Longtime Democratic Dis-
trict Leader Steve Cohn has 
apparently abandoned his re-
election campaign, hoping to 
have his son, Warren, succeed 
him — all with the apparent 
blessing of the county’s Dem-
ocratic boss, Assemblyman 
Vito Lopez.

On Thursday afternoon, 
Warren Cohn announced his 
candidacy for the obscure, lit-
tle-known position that his fa-
ther has held for nearly three 
decades.

“I’ve been wanting to run 
for office, and I think I can 
have a good influence on the 
community,” Cohn, a staffer 
for Rep. Ed Towns (D-Fort 
Greene), wrote on his Face-
book page.

The younger Cohn faces 
a formidable challenge from 
feisty reform candidate Lin-
coln Restler, a leader of the 

two-year-old New Kings 
Democrats club, who is run-
ning more against Lopez than 
against either Cohn.

“Whether it’s the father 
or the son, my campaign is 
about a bold new vision for 
a progressive Democratic 
Party,” he said. “Brooklyn 
deserves no less.”

This district leader race 
is is yet another twist in the 
hottest political story of the 
spring, as dozens of candi-
dates throughout the bor-
ough are mounting chal-
lenges against incumbent 
leaders in a bid to wrest con-
trol of the Party away from 
Lopez (D-Bushwick).

The job itself is fairly rou-
tine. State committeemem-
bers — there are four per 
assembly district, two per 
party — are responsible for 
hiring poll workers during 
Election Day, approving ju-
dicial candidates for civil 
court and filling party va-
cancies.

Oh, and they also select 
the county chairman — and 
Lopez clearly wants to keep 
the job.

To do so, Lopez is not only 
backing candidates against 
district leaders who dis-
please him, but created five, 
unelected at-large district 
leaders — and then filled 
them with his allies.

Both Cohns attended a Lo-
pez fundraiser last Thursday, 
and appealed for his support. 
The party boss did not pub-
licly endorse Warren Cohn 
against Restler, but sources 
said that he is receptive to 
Cohn’s campaign.

Restler, of course, isn’t 
counting on support from 
Lopez, because getting it 
means that he would be a 
Lopez supporter.

“The only people Vito 
-

cent yes people,” said Res-
tler. “Vito is playing some 
offense now and so will 
we.”

Warren Cohn (right) wants to succeed his father, 
Steve, as district leader.
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3rd Ward is turning 4-years-old this month 
and throwing one heck of a hootenanny. 

The Morgan Avenue arts organization, home 
to gallery exhibits, art classes, and late-night 
warehouse revelry, is putting out all the stops 
for its birthday on May 22, with live bands, 
free workshops and lots of barbecue.

Founder Jason Good-
man is opening his space 
to the public by helping 
the community blow off 
some steam just before 
summer starts while 
recognizing some of its 
hard-working member 
artists.

“With the economy 
in such bad shape, we 

weren’t sure how our members, most of whom are 
creative freelancers, would fare. It turned out they 
needed us more than ever,” said Goodman.

Last year, Sen. Chuck Schumer crashed the 
party and participated in a synchronized cycling 
workshop, while The Meat Hook’s Tom Mylan 
butchered and grilled up a whole pig.

There’ll be more surprises this year — and 
the same great ’cue.

Birthday BBQ at 3rd Ward [195 Morgan 
Ave. at Stagg Street in Bushwick, (718) 715-
4961], May 22 at 2 pm. Free. For info, visit 
www.3rdward.com. — Aaron Short

On May 22, your prom gets a do-over with 
The Epic Prom, a 1950s-themed dance to relive 
your prom the way it should have been.

That means swing music from the Harlem 
James Gang  (pictured) and vinyl spun by DJ 
Matt Mikas — with some slow dances to be 
thrown in for good 
measure (and bad 
memories!).

Kicking things 
off, will be a “grand 
march” a la Soul 
Train, with guests 
dancing down the 
line before mak-
ing their way into 
the prom’s location — a gymnasium, of course 
— for a cocktail hour created by mixologist 
Cervantes.

On the food front, Brooklyn culinary per-
sonalities Theo Peck and Nick Suarez will 
be creating a cafeteria-themed feast, featur-
ing chicken confit “McNuggets” and Pulled 
Pork Sloppy Joe’s.

This being prom and all, the main concern 
is what to wear, and organizers Adam Alek-
sander and Brian Quinn recommend thinking 
“Grease” and Footloose” — 1950s-themed dress 
to go along with the theme. 

“The whole idea is to give adults a chance 
to relive one of the most vital experiences in 
their lives, their prom,” said Aleksander. 

At this epic event, you’re not so much re-
living prom, you’re reinventing it.

The Epic Prom is on May 22 at a secret 
Catholic school gymnasium in Williamsburg 
(location announced the day before to paid 
guests), from 9 pm to midnight. Tickets $75, 
including dinner, drinks and dancing. For info, 
visit www.epicprom.com. — Meredith Deliso

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

n Crown Heights, owners of the 
Pulp & The Bean coffee shop 
are betting residents value their 

morning caffeine fix — enough 
to shell out a whopping $10 for 
a cup of joe. 

The coffee in question is the 
Ethiopian longberry harar. 
Yes, that Ethiopian long-
berry harar.

“People that know cof-
fee know this coffee,” said 
owner Tony Fisher. “You 
drink it, and it reminds 
you of drinking a Chardon-
nay. It’s unlike any coffee I’ve 
ever had.”

If overpriced coffee is your 
thing, get there soon — it’s 
only available until the current 
25-pound supply runs out — 
likely by next weekend. To ease 
the wallet wincing, all profits from 
the brew will go to the Ethiopian 
Children’s Fund, which provides 
healthcare and education for Ethi-
opian Children.

Highly prized for its extreme 
rarity, Ethiopian longberry ha-
rar grows way up in the moun-
tains of Ethiopia’s Harar region 
at a staggering altitude of 6,000 
feet  — higher than any other cof-
fee except for a Peruvian variety 
grown in the Andes mountains, 
the cool temperatures making for 
a tastier cup o’ joe. Unlike most coffee, 
it’s also processed “naturally” — drying 
in the sun over several days until the fruit 
flakes off the bean. 

At The Pulp & The Bean, the coffee is 
dark roasted by the store’s supplier, the 
Sunset Park-based Gillies roastery, then 
brewed in a French press at the shop.

“This coffee really is one of the best 
in the world,” said Donald Schoenholt of 
Gillies and a lifetime laureate of the Spe-
cialty Coffee Association of America. “It 
has a wild taste to it, a very pungent, lin-
gering flavor.”

Of course, the most important question 
is this: Is it worth it? For coffee connois-
seurs, Ethiopian longberry harar certainly 
offers a more complex flavor profile than 

the average deli drip and a more subtle 
taste than burnt, over-roasted Starbucks 
concoction. 

Careful tasting reveals a coffee flecked 
with subtle fruitiness and a pleasant choco-
laty aftertaste. The average coffee drinker, 
though, might not be quite so impressed. 
To the unsophisticated tongue, it mostly 
resembles a super strong cup of joe. 

“I thought it sounded really cool, so I 
thought I’d try it, but it’s really not that dif-

ferent from other coffees,” said Bedford-
Stuyvesant resident Kristen Svorka, who 
had popped into the shop for a taste. 

The Pulp & The Bean joins Café Grumpy 
— which two weeks ago introduced a $12 
coffee — in what may be taking the coffee 
revolution just a little too far. Standing in 
line for Blue Bottle Coffee’s $4 Japanese 
slow-brewed iced coffee is one thing, but 
shelling out $10 for a sleepy-eyed caffeine 
fix borders on absurdity. 

Fisher’s shop is the only place in Brook-
lyn serving cups, but a few stores in the 
borough of Kings carry the beans, includ-
ing Three Guys From Brooklyn in Dyker 
Heights and D’Vine Taste in Park Slope. 

Bottom line: if your taste buds aren’t 
worth the splurge, charity certainly is. 

 Jay Banerjee hates hipsters.  
The Manhattan musician dislikes them so 

much he is creating a night of irony-free ga-
rage, beat and power pop to battle what he calls 
“hipster noodling” — art-damaged, non-mu-

sical “music.”
It’s called Hipster 

Demolition Night, and 
it’s happening on May 
27 at Southpaw in Park 
Slope.

“It’s a miniature 
revolution — a revolt 
against what’s been 
dominating the scene for 

far too long,” said Banerjee, 27, who rehearses in 
Greenpoint with his band, the Heartthrobs.

Other bands include The Split Signals, The 
Above, and The Paul Collins Beat (pictured).

“We’re battling hipsters for the quote-un-
quote underground rock scene. Ninety-five 
percent of ‘American Idol’ winners that you 
hear on the radio — that’s not even part of the 
battleground here.”

“Hipster Demolition Night” at Southpaw 
[125 Fifth Ave. between Sterling and St. John 
places in Park Slope, (718) 230-0236], May 27 
at 8 pm. Tickets $10. For info, visit www.face-
book.com/greatmusic. — Meredith Deliso

 The Pulp & The Bean [809 Franklin 
Ave. between Lincoln Pl. and Eastern Park-
way in Crown Heights, (347) 425-8642].

CAFE • JUICE BAR • GRILL

$5 OFF
Any Delivery over $30

COBBLE HILL

WWW.NATURESGRILLCAFE.COM

LET NATURE’S GRILL HELP YOU 
START THE SPRING OFF RIGHT!

Get Back Into Shape!

$10 OFF
Any Delivery over $60

114 Bay Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865

View our menus at www.casapepe.com

Graduations are right around the corner! 
Plan to celebrate in one of our private party rooms. 

The $30 Prix-Fixe Lobster 
Celebration Menu continues at

LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA

LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA
LANGOSTA

OUTDOOR GARDEN ROOM NOW OPEN

INTRODUCING

Saporita

PIZZA
to Downtown Brooklyn!

FREE delivery to Downtown and parts of  
Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

27 Smith Street  (near Livingston Street)

718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm

www.saporitapizza.com
 

SaladsPizza

Hero SandwichesPastas

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

Crown Heights coffee bar offers some real black gold

The poor: At The Pulp and the Bean in Crown Heights, a cup of Leon Fishman’s 
special Ethiopian coffee costs $10.
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 Tasty or not — $10 is a pretty high ask-
ing price for a cup of joe. 

If you’re an uncultured boor, that is.
“You should think of coffee like gemstones 

— coffee takes value because of its rarity,” ex-
plained Donald Schoenholt, a rock star in the 
coffee world and the roaster at Gillies Coffee 
Company, where The Pulp & The Bean’s Ethi-
opian longberry harar is roasted.

“This coffee only grows in this one place 
in the world. There’s just not a lot of cof-
fee coming.”

One reason Ethiopian longberry mocha ha-
rar is so rare (and tasty) is the extremely high 
altitude at which it grows — somewhere around 
6,000 feet above sea level. “In the Harar re-
gion, coffee is growing at just about as high 
as you can grow it,” said Schoenholt. 

At higher altitudes, coffee is most flavor-
ful because the bean develops a tighter cell 
structure, though it grows slower. The risk 
is also greater: if coffee trees experience a 
frost, the entire tree dies, meaning it’ll be 
another five years before a newly planted 
tree will produce fruit. 

“Ethiopian longberry harar is one of the 
best coffees in the world,” said Schoenholt. 
“There’s a natural sweetness, a natural wild-
ness to it, in the same way that a free range 
chicken doesn’t taste like one Frank Perdue 
grew. In Ethiopia, coffee is growing wild — 
people go out and pick it.”

See? Now $10 sounds like nothing, right?
 — Kristen V. Brown

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

et out your knickerbockers and 
dust off that penny-farthing, the 
first “tweed” bicycle ride in the 

city is coming to Brooklyn.
On May 23, hipsters, fashion-con-

scious cyclists, and retro-riders of all 

types will flock to Prospect Park in 
old-timey clothes and mounted on 
old-school bikes for a leisurely morn-
ing cruise to Fort Greene.

“Whether you ride a bike, or 
are a fashionista, or just like tak-
ing cool pictures, you’re invited to 
the party,” said “Lady Bird,” one of 
the coordinators of the event who 

preferred to be identified by her 
tweed pseudonym.

The tweed movement began in 
London last year when a group of 
dapper gents and lovely ladies de-
cided to dress up and cruise on their 
bicycles — preferably vintage ones. 
Since that first event, the move-
ment has spread like wildfire, and 
“tweed rides” have taken place in 
Philadelphia, Washington, Chicago 
and elsewhere.

Now, Brooklynites will be able 
to doff their caps at onlookers as 
they ride, and occasionally stop at 
restaurants along the way for tea 
(spiked if you so please) and per-
haps an English breakfast.

Lady Bird said her group had se-
cured the commitment of one eat-
ery, Kif Restaurant on DeKalb Av-

enue between Clermont Avenue and 
Adelphi Street, to receive the riders 
after their jaunt, and that bartenders 
will dress the part as well.

As for the dress code, there are 
no requirements, and all are wel-
come — but recognize that style is 
key, as Lady Bird explained.

“No Lycra, no Velcro — a mus-
tache is always good,” Lady Bird 
said. “Brown loafers, argyle socks, 
frilly blouses, suspenders and a crisp 
white shirt — oh, and hats with 
feathers, that’s the epitome of bike 
riding vintage.”

Tweed Bike Ride will start near 
Prospect Park on May 23 at around 
10:30 am. To find out the depar-
ture location, you must register in 
advance at www.bigappletweed.
com.

Put on your vintage duds 
and hop a penny-farthing!

Douglas Adams and Sabrina Lau 
show off the duds they’ll wear at 
the first ever “Big Apple Tweed 
Ride,” on Sunday, May 23.
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FRI, MAY 21
THEATER, “ROMEO AND JULIET”: 

Genesis Rep updated the classic 
with a Russian-Jewish Romeo and a 
Palestinian Juliet finding love in the 
streets of Brooklyn. $15 ($10 seniors 
and students). 8 pm. The Block 
Institute [376 Bay 44th St. between 
Shore Parkway South and Hunter 
Avenue, (347) 492-0534], www.
genesis-repertory.org.

THEATER, THE BUSHWHACK SERIES: 
Performance festival focused on 
bringing vital and exciting per for-
mances to the growing arts com-
munity in Bushwick. $12. 8 pm. The 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Wyckoff and Irving avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

THEATER, “FIORELLO!”: The classic 
musical about our former mayor. 
8 pm. Heights Players [26 Willow 
Pl. between Joralemon and State 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237-2752], www.heightsplayers.org. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: Dancers 
dodge cinder blocks, fly through 
the air and, as the name suggests, 
run up walls in the Streb company’s 
latest. $20 (adults), $10 (kids). 7 pm. 
STREB Lab for Action Mechanics 
[51 N. First St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-6491], www.streb.org. 

PARTY FOR PLAYGROUNDS FUND
RAISER: Support Prospect Park. 
Cocktails, music, silent auction. $75 
and up. 7–10 pm. Boathouse [enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(718) 965-8999], www.prospect-
park.org/calendar/event/party-for-
playgrounds. 

READING, “LITERARY DEBUTANTE 
BALL”: Sponsored by One Story 
magazine to honor emerging au-
thors. Hosted by “Daily Show” leg-
end John Hodgman. $50. 7–11 pm. 
The Old American Can Factory [232 
Third St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (917) 816-3659], one-story.
com/benefit. 

MUSIC, GRIFFITH’S “THE REED”: 
Grace and Spiritus Chorale of 
Brooklyn’s spring concert. $15. 7 
pm. Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene). 

TIVAL: Featuring the best in old-
time music, blues, pre-blues, jug 
band music, New Orleans jazz, folk 
style songwriting, African folk music 
and Mexican folk music and dance. 
$5 day concert (2-6 pm), $15 for 
evening concerts, $40 for all three 
evenings. 7 pm–12:30 am. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull Street in 
Columbia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: Sarah 
Ruhl’s play about Christ through 
the ages. $22.50-$42.50. 7:30 pm. 
Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488-9233], www.epicthe-
atreensemble.org/current-show. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 

 Featur-
ing The Wake, Boat, My Teenage 
Stride, Bears, World Atlas, and Very 
Truly Yours. $18 ($15 in advance). 
6:30 pm. The Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 3 pm and 
7 pm. See Friday, May 21. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN PHILHARMONIA 
CHORUS: Spring concert featuring 
works by Pergolesi, Schumann and 
Frank Loesser. $20. 7:30 pm. St. 
Augustine’s Church [116 Sixth Ave. 
at Park Place in Park Slope, (718) 
907-0963]. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Selec-
tions from Haydn, Shostakovich and 
Brahms, with Mark Peskanov on vio-
lin. $35 ($30 seniors, $15 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street and Fur-
man Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, LIVINGSTON TAYLOR AND 
WE’RE ABOUT 9: Pop singer. $30. 
8 pm. First Unitarian Universalist 
Congregational Society [Pierrepont 
Street and Monroe Place in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 288-5994], www.
firstacoustics.org. 

MUSIC, MARCELL AND THE TRUTH 
LISTENING PARTY: Hear the 
band’s latest album, “Symbols.” 
$10. 8:30 pm–10 pm. Franks Lounge 
[660 Fulton St. in Fort Greene, (718) 
625-9339], marcellandthetruth.com. 

MUSIC, RED BARAAT FESTIVAL: Tra-
ditional baraat songs, Punjabi songs 
and classic Bollywood numbers. 
$10. 10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.
com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-

lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am–4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 9 am–5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. Noon–8 
pm. Artists and Fleas (129 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg), www.
artistsandfleas.com. 

SPRING CLOTHING SWAP: Free. 
11 am–3 pm. All Saints Catholic 
Church (115 Throop Ave. at Whipple 
Street in Williamsburg). 

OTHER
ART, “NAILED”: More than 1,200 

paintings, drawings, photographs, 
mixed media and sculptures by 
250 artists are on exhibit and up 

SAT, MAY 22

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “ROMEO AND JULIET”: 8 

pm. See Friday, May 21. 
THEATER, THE BUSHWHACK SE

RIES: 8 pm. See Friday, May 21. 
THEATER, “FIORELLO!”: 8 pm. See 

Friday, May 21. 
DANCE, “LE CIRQUE FERRIQUE”: 

Re-imagining of favorite childhood 
fairy-tales. $30 ($25 children). 2 pm 
and 7 pm. 303 Bond Street Theatre 
(303 Bond St. between Sackett and 
Union streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.companyXIV.com. 

THEATER, “CITY OF ANGELS”: 2 pm. 
See Friday, May 21. 

THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: 2 pm. 
See Friday, May 21. 

TIVAL: 2:30–4 pm and 7 pm–12:30 
am. See Friday, May 21. 

8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Fea-
turing violinist Andrea Schultz and 
pianist Eric Moe. $35 ($30 seniors, 
$15 students). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “CITY OF ANGELS”: Tony 
Award-winning Cy Coleman musical 
set in the golden age of Hollywood. 
$14-$18. 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352-
3101], galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, ADELE ROLLIDER: Folk 
music. $10 ($6 for children). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 768-
2972], www.bsec.org. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 21

Adult play
Wanna get boozed 
up for a cause? The 
annual “Party for 
Playgrounds” fund-
raiser will benefit 
Prospect Park, and 
you get to indulge in 
some cocktails, live 
music, a silent auc-
tion and even boat 
rides. It’s one of the 
best parties of the 
year — and your $75 
ticket gets you guilt-
free use of the park 
all year long.

7-10 pm. Party for 
Playgrounds at the 
Prospect Park Boathouse 
[enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (718) 965-8999]. 
Tickets, $75. For info, visit 
www.prospectpark.org.

SATURDAY
May 22

In with 
Flynn
It’s a literary free-for-
all at “Reading, 
Poetry on the Plaza,” 
where nine hot 
authors and poets 
will read from their 
newest works. Look 
for our resident poet 
Nick Flynn, whose 
memoir, “The Tick-
ing is the Bomb,” will 
literally knock your 
formerly-drug-
addled-turned-cyni-
cal socks off. Plus, 
it’s free.

3 pm. Poetry on the Plaza 
at Brooklyn Public Library 
[Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

SUNDAY
May 23

Boil spill!
Who doesn’t love a 
big ol’ bucket of 
crawfish and a pint 
of Abita beer on a 
sunny Sunday? The 
“down-home” craw-
fish boil at Sycamore 
is just $15, and 
promises to be just 
like Uncle Jeb’s 
house on the Big 
River! And if some-
one doesn’t plug 
that pipe in the Gulf, 
these may be the 
last crawdaddies we 
get for years. 

2 pm. Crawfish Boil at 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford 
and Westminster roads in 
Ditmas Park (347) 240-
5850]. Tickets, $15. For 
info, visit www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com.

TUESDAY
May 25

Booze 
bounds
Get ready for a series 
of unfortunate booze 
quips. Daniel Handler  
(pictured) — also 
known as author 
Lemony Snicket — 
and Jason Wilson will 
debate Bernard 
DeVoto’s “Cocktail 
Manifesto” while you 
sip down classy 
drinks. DeVoto was 
also a noted historian 
of the American 
West, so this strikes 
us as one good 
excuse to drink.

7-9 pm. Daniel Handler 
and Jason Wilson at 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096]. 
Free. For info, visit word-
brooklyn.wordpress.com.

WEDNESDAY
May 26

Older ball 
game
Take a trip back to 
baseball in its more 
“eccentric” days when 
Dan Epstein reads 
from “Big Hair and 
Plastic Grass: A Funky 
Ride Through Base-
ball and America in 
The Swinging ’70s.” 
Remember when 
Dock Ellis pitched a 
no-hitter on LSD? Or 
the Mets ace was Pat 
Zachery? And what 
was up with those 
Pittsburgh Pirates uni-
forms during the “We 
Are Family” days? 

7:30 pm. Dan Epstein at 
The Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510]. Ticket, $5. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 12

MON, MAY 24

 Monthly meeting. 6 
pm. Community Board 6 office 
[250 Baltic St. at Court Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027], www.
brooklyncb6.org. 

TUES, MAY 25

 Monthly meeting. 
6:30 pm. Community Board 1 
office [435 Graham Ave. between 
Frost and Richardson streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

 Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 
78th Precinct stationhouse [65 
Sixth Ave., at Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 636-6410]. 

WED, MAY 26

 Monthly meeting. 6:30 pm. 
Community Board 6 office [250 
Bal tic St. at Court Street in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 643-3027], www.
brooklyncb6.org. 

 Ask questions 
of city agency representatives. 
RSVP required. 7 pm. Our Lady of 
Angels Church [347 74th St. in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748-5200].
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BBQ
Delivered Tonight

87 Atlantic Avenue

Brooklyn Heights

718-855-5511

www.dallasjonesbbq.com

Open 7 Days

Take Out • Catering • Corporate accounts welcome

Free Delivery 

to Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens, 

Boerum Hill, Park Slope & Fort Greene

Order Online and Save 10%

 The cast of the Heights Players’ “Fiorello!” belts out 
another one. The musical about the life of Mayor LaGuardia runs 
through May 30.
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By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

or Joseph Stulman, it’s 
pretty black and white.

In his new show, open-
ing May 24 at Pratt Institute, 
the Brooklyn artist critically 
examines the use of Islam to 
justify terrorist actions.

In black, white and grey 
colors reminiscent of car-
toons from the 1930s, Stul-
man’s pieces depict a car-
toon figure wearing a turban 
tiptoeing about with a bomb 
that reads, “Made in Iran” in 
one. In another, the figure is 
placing child soldiers, all piled 
up like toys, in a “baby bomber 
launcher” — a comment on 
child indoctrination that’s prev-
alent in the artist’s work.

The cartoon character used 
in the majority of the pieces is based 
on a real person — Amin al-Husseini 
(also referred to as Mohammad Amin 
al-Husseini in history books).

Al-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of 
Jerusalem from 1921-1948 was a Pal-
estinian nationalist with ties to the 
Nazi party. To Stulman, though, he 
lives on as nothing less than the fa-
ther of Islamic radicalism, a militant 
who used suicide squads to rid Pales-
tine of any dissenters and proclaimed 
a holy war against Israel when it de-
clared statehood.

“Yasser Arafat has claimed him as 

the pinnacle — the greatest hero of Pal-
estinian people,” said Stulman. “He cre-
ated so much harm [yet] is the pinnacle 
that people should aspire to? There’s 
a correlation between the past and the 
present, where terrorist groups are us-
ing this guy as a poster boy.”

Stulman’s pieces are not just a criti-
cism of the perversion of Islam to jus-
tify terrorist actions or of childhood 
indoctrination, but of the art commu-
nity as a whole.

“I’m more concerned about the lack 
of support I see in the fine arts com-
munity for these political issues, such 
as childhood indoctrination, women’s 

rights and gay rights,” said Stulman. 
“There are major issues of censorship, 
especially with cartoons. You can’t say 
anything about certain things in Islam, 
which I don’t feel is right.”

Stulman himself is no stranger to 
censorship. While a student at Penn 
State University in 2006, the school 
cancelled an exhibition of his that ex-
plored Palestinian terrorist culture on 
the grounds that it “did not promote 
cultural diversity” or “opportunities 
for democratic dialogue.”

Stulman hopes that his new show, 
whose title, “How to Paint Moo-Ham-
Mud” is a comment on the challenges 
artists face in criticizing Islam, will 
use subtle imagery rather than violence 
to appeal to people’s logic, rather than 
their heartstrings.

“I’m not interested in showing some-
one all bloodied up because of how hor-
rible [terrorism] is. That’s too easy,” 
said Stulman, who is Jewish. “These 
use the comic format, but they’re re-
ally quite serious, even if it looks like 
they don’t want to be.” 

Joseph Stulman takes on Mohammad 
(no, not that one) in new Pratt show

  “How to Paint 
Moo-Ham-Mud” at the Steuben 
Gallery in the Juliana Curran De-
sign Center at Pratt Institute [200 
Willoughby Ave. between Steuben 
Street and Graham Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, (718) 636-3514], May 24-28, 
with an opening night reception 
from 6-9 pm. For more, visit www.
joshuastulman.com.

 Joshua Stulman (top) takes on 
issues of religion and terrorism in his ex-
hibition, “How to Paint Moo-Ham-Mud,” 
now at the Pratt Institute. The works are 
inspired by Mohammad Amin al-Husseini 
(above), a major figure in Arab history.
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Spring has sprung 
and we’re springing 

for more interest.

       Member FDIC 

Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 

www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

Hurry, offer  
ends May 31st.

BestRate Checking

1.35%
APY1 
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

Earn one of the highest interest rates  
in the nation, plus get up to $1502 

simply for opening an account.

1 New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 
1.35% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period 
the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective March 22, 2010. You must maintain an 
average balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the 
monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice.

2 New checking accounts and new money only. In order to qualify for the $150 you must open a new 
active checking account with new money, sign up for and receive direct deposit and complete 5 debit 
card purchases of $25 or more. Purchases must be completed prior to 45 days after the end of the 
promotion. The promotion compensation will be credited to the checking account 60 days after the 
promotion ends. The promotion ends on May 31, 2010 and is subject to change and early termination 
without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. This 
offer is limited to one per household. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for offer details including balance requirements and certain fees that may apply. 
Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. 10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge

 View our menu at www.101nyc.com

RESTAURANT/BAR

We Deliver Lunch & Dinner!

Restaurant & Lounge
66 Water Street in DUMBO

718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

See our updated menu online

What does...

 BABY BACK
 MEATBALLS
 BLACK TRUFFLE
 NAPOLEAN
 FALAFEL
 BRONZINI

...have in common?

The New Summer 
Menu Dishes at

*but contributions of any size to The Green-Wood Historic Fund are welcome and help us 
preserve and protect historic Green-Wood Cemetery.

MEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 31, 2010
2:30 pm AT GREEN-WOOD

for sale. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion [499 Van Brunt St., near 
Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(917) 655-2980], www.
bwac.org. 

ART, “MAKING OURSELVES 
VISIBLE”: Interactive pro-

gram exploring feminism 
today. 11 am–5 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, POETRY ON 
THE PLAZA: Authors Nick 
Flynn, Dennis Nurkse, Stacy 
Szymaszek, Vijay Sedrahi, 
Jeffrey Yang, Marina Tem-
kina, Eugene Ostashevsky, 
Uche Nduka, and Steve 
Dalachinsky read from their 

latest works. Free. 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

ART OPENING, “IF YOU SEE 
NOTHING SAY SOME
THING”: New group show. 
6–10 pm. Invisible Dog 
[51 Bergen St. between 
Boerum Place and Smith 

DANCE, KLEZMER DANCE 
PARTY: Learn traditional 
East European Jewish 
dances. Free. 2:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: 3 pm. See Saturday, 
May 22. 

THEATER, “CITY OF AN
GELS”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
May 21. 

MUSIC, GRAND STREET 
COMMUNITY BAND 
SPRING CONCERT: $10 
(suggested). 3 pm. Grand 
Street Campus Auditorium 
(850 Grand St. between 
Bushwick Avenue and Wa-
terbuy Street in Williams-
burg), www.grandstreet-
band.org. 

THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: 
3:30 pm. See Friday, May 
21. 

MUSIC, “REALMS OF 
POWER AND DESIRE — A 
CHORAL CELEBRATION 
OF WOMEN”: Presented 
by Grace & Spiritus Chorale 
spring concert. $15, $12 
(students and seniors). 4 
PM. Old First Reformed 
Church [729 Carroll St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-8300]. 

DANCE, “RUN UP WALLS”: 3 
pm. See Friday, May 21. 

FOLK FESTIVAL: 7–10 pm. 
See Friday, May 21. 

MUSIC, MENAGE A TWANG: 
All-girl, comic country trio. 
8:30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.
com. 

MUSIC, STEPHANE WREM
BEL: Mixture of the tradi-
tional Django repertoire 
with gypsy swing re-inter-
pretations of standards. 
9 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, WOODEN DINO
SAUR: Alt-folk old time 
marching band extrava-
ganza. 9:30 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandys-
tore.com. 

MUSIC, JANA ANDEVSKA: 
10:30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.
com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
May 22. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
May 22. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 
am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

FULTON FLEA: Free. 11 am–7 
pm. [650 Fulton Street in 
Fort Greene, (917) 364-
5648], http:://www.fulton-
flea.com. 

BUST MAGAZINE SPRING 
CRAFTACULAR: Hand-
made wares from more 
than 50 vendors. $2. 11 
am–7 pm. Warsaw [261 Dri-
ggs Ave. at Eckford Street 
in Greenpoint, (718) 387-
0505], www.polishnation-
alhome.com/Warsaw%20
Navigation%20Frame.html.

OTHER
ART, “NAILED”: 1–6 pm. See 

Saturday, May 22. 
TALK, THE ETHICAL CUL

TURE TRADITION: Discus-
sion led by Amanda Pop-
pei. Free. 11 am–12:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

CRAWFISH BOIL: $15 (large 
bucket and Abita beer). 2 
pm. Sycamore [1118 Corte-
lyou Rd. between Stratford 
and Westminster roads 
in Ditmas Park, (347) 240-
5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

FILM, WOMEN’S FILM 
FESTIVAL: Films by, for 
and about women, hosted 
by Momasphere. $30. 
4–7:30 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-0018], www.
Momasphere.com. 

MON, MAY 24
MUSIC, THE ROYAL CHAINS: 

Pop-rock. 9:30 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandys-
tore.com. 

MUSIC, MILLY BEAU: Acous-
tic soul makes urban 
sounds from twangy roots. 
10:30 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 302-3770], 
www.petescandystore.
com. 

TUES, MAY 25
MUSIC, LUNCHTIME CON

CERTS: Band students 
from the city’s public 
schools perform. Free. 
11:45 am–1:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Borough Hall (209 
Joralemon St. between 
Court and Adams streets in 
Downtown).

COMEDY NIGHT: Free. 6–8 
pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], 
www.puppetsjazz.com. 

WINE TASTING: New Zealand 
and Australian wines. $40 
(tax and tip included). 6–9 
pm. Melt [440 Bergen St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-5925], www.melt-

nyc.com. 
FILM, “THE FATE OF A 

MAN”: A 1959 Soviet film 
about man whose life was 
crippled by World War II. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

READING, DANIEL HAN
DLER AND JASON WIL
SON: The two authors 
will debate DeVoto’s 
manifesto. 7–9 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

MUSIC, CARIBBEAN MUSIC 
FUNDRAISER FOR VOX 
POP: A night of Caribbean 
styles, from reggae to 
Haitian to Soca. $25. 7 pm. 
The Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, BLAM BLAM: Kool 
and the Gang-influenced 
dance/love band. 9 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

MUSIC, SLAVIC SOUL 
PARTY: Fiery gypsy brass, 
soulful Balkan anthems, 
and hip-grinding American 
funk. $10. 10 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BEN CARROLL: 11 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

WED, MAY 26
READING, READING 

GROUP: Focus on five 
short works that deal with 
lives disrupted. Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

FILM, “BEYOND THE 
BRICKS”: Documentary 
on low performance of 
African-American boys in 
public school. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, May 
21. 

READING, DAN EPSTEIN: 
Author of “Big Hair and 
Plastic Grass: A Funky Ride 
Through Baseball and 
America in The Swinging 
’70s.” $5. 7:30 pm. The Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT WITH NEOLIT EN
SEMBLE: $35 ($30 seniors, 
$15 students). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, KARINA DENIKE, 
JEFFREY KISH, SARAH 
JAFFE: $10 ($8 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, SHEMSPEED RAP 
FEST: $10 ($8 in advance). 
9 pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], www.spsounds.com. 

MUSIC, THE MANDINGO 
AMBASSADORS: $10. 10 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. 
at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, TATTERS AND 
RAGS: Play pastoral sea-
side songs layered in 
textures of feedback, ac-
cordion, and violin. 10 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

MUSIC, THE REX COMPLEX: 
11 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

from the first half of the 20th 
century. $10. 9 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

DANCE, “THE JAZZ STRIP
PER”: Sweet and Nasty 
Burlesque honors Brook-
lyn’s native son: Neil 
Diamond. $10. 9 pm. Side-
shows By The Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. in Coney Is-
land, 718-372-5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

FRI, MAY 28
THEATER, “FIORELLO!”: 8 

pm. See Friday, May 21. 
THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: 

7:30 pm. See Friday, May 21. 
MUSIC, PETER WOLF: $30. 

7:30 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, May 21. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Selections from 
Haydn, Dvozák and Aren-
sky, with pianist Steven 
Beck. $35 ($30 seniors, $15 
students). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN 
 With 

Frankenpine, JD Duarte 
and Friends, The Birdhive 
Boys, and Citigrass. $10. 8 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, RAELIAN CABARET: 
Sephardic-Balkan extrava-
ganza. 8 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “WALT WHITMAN 
SINGS AT THE GREAT 
ROOM: A celebration of 
the 150th anniversary of 
Whitman’s “Calamus.” Free 
(suggested donation). 8 
pm. ART-NY [138 S. Oxford 
St. between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 391-8824], 
www.thewhitmanproject.
org. 

 With Bill 
Kreutzmann, Papi Mali and 
George Porter Jr. Fiery and 
funky collection of tunes 
that capture the unique col-
laboration between these 
two very different musical 
shamans. $10. 9 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, MAY 29

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “FIORELLO!”: 8 

pm. See Friday, May 21. 
DANCE, LE CIRQUE FER

RIQUE: 2 pm and 7 pm. 
See Saturday, May 22. 

THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: 
2 pm. See Friday, May 21. 

MUSIC, IVANA XL: 10 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

MUSIC, MANDINGO AM
BASSADORS: $10. 10:30 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, May 22. 

 9 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
May 22. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon–8 
pm. See Saturday, May 22. 

FULTON FLEA: 11 am–7 pm. 
See Sunday, May 23. 

Street in Cobble Hill, (347) 
981-4186], www.theinvisi-
bledog.org. 

READING, HOWARD 
PITSCH: Author of “Fort 
Greene.” Free. 7 pm. 
Brownstone Books [409 
Lewis Ave. at Decatur 
Street in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 953-7328], www.
brownstonebooks.com. 

ART OPENING, “I NEED 
YOUR SKULL”: Over 30 
international artists present 
pieces depicting a human 
skull. 7–10 pm. MF Gallery 
[213 Bond St. between 
Baltic and Butler streets 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 446 
8681], www.mfgallery.net. 

ART OPENING, “MADE IN 
RED HOOK — AN ART 
SALON”: Free. 7 pm. Lucky 
Gallery [176 Richards St. in 
Red Hook, (617) 417-3899], 
www.luckygallery.com. 

SUN, MAY 23

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
OLPH FLEA MARKET: In-

door and outside (weather 
permitting). Free. 10 am. 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church [545 60th St. 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Sunset Park, (917) 
312-9855], www.facebook.
com/supafleamarket. 

TOUR, “WILDMAN” STEVE 
BRILL: Foraging for edibles 
in Prospect Park. $15 ($10 
for kids). 11:45 am. Pros-
pect Park [Grand Army 
Plaza at Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (914) 
835-2153], www.wildman-
stevebrill.com. 

BRIDGES”: Soundwalk led 
by Daniel Neumann that 
explores the small triangle 
between the Brooklyn 
Bridge and the Manhat-
tan Bridge. Free. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena (37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO), www.elastic-city.
com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “FIORELLO!”: 2 

pm. See Friday, May 21. 
DANCE, “LE CIRQUE FER

RIQUE”: 2 pm and 5 pm. 
See Saturday, May 22. 

THEATER, “THE
ATRESPORTS”: Freestyle 
Repertory presents an im-
provised show. $8 children 
(Adults free). Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 595-0547], 
galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, “NYC POPFEST 
 A music festival of 

indie-pop from around 
the world. $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 1 pm. Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

Continued from page 10

Tanked: Members of the Nerve Tank, a dance troupe, present “Live / Feed” at 
the Brooklyn Lyceum through May 29.

THURS, MAY 27
THEATER, “PASSION PLAY”: 

4:30 pm. See Friday, May 21. 
ART OPENING, “AUTOBI

OGRAPHY OF A YEAR”: 
Exhibition of new work by 
2009-2010 A.I.R. Fellow-
ship Artist, Damali Abrams. 
6–8 pm. A.I..R. Gallery 
[111 Front St. between Old 
Fulton and Dock streets in 
DUMBO, (212)255.6651], 
www.airgallery.org. 

READING, JONATHAN 
FRANZEN AND DAVID 
MEANS: Reading from 
their latest works. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

FULL MOON RIDES: Come 
in Vampire makeup or 
present a convincing 
Werewolf howl and receive 
$2 off the Cyclone Roller 
Coaster ticket. $8 first ride 
($5 additional rides). 7 
pm–closing. Cyclone Roller 
Coaster [834 Surf Ave. at W. 
10th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 265-2100], www.
coneyislandcyclone.com. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL MCDER
MOTT, COLIN GILMORE: 
Folk-rock. $10. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZ NIGHT WITH 
THE CARLOS CUEVAS 
TRIO: Featuring Cuevas, 
Alex Hernandez and Vince 
Cherico. $25 ($20 senior, 
$10 student). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, THE PAUL COLLINS 
BEAT, THE ABOVE, JAY 
BANERJEE & THE HEART
THROBS, THE SPLIT SIG
NALS: $10. 8 pm. South-
paw [125 Fifth Ave. at St. 
Johns Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-0236], www.sp-
sounds.com. 

MUSIC, ANDY STATMAN: 
Folk, jazz. $10. 8 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “SEVEN YEAR ITCH”: 
Outdoor screening. 8 pm. 
Ortine Restaurant [622 
Washington Ave. between 
Pacific and Dean streets 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
622-0026], www.ortine.com. 

MUSIC, TOMAHAWKS: 1960s 
wall-of-sound pop with a 
warped take on doo-wop. 
8 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

MUSIC, THE ROULETTE SIS
TERS: Hip-shaking blend 
of American country blues, 
traditional songs, popular 
tunes and old timey music 
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Lessons from a broken ankle

By Louise Crawford

I t was a rainy Monday 
morning, and Smart-
mom and Diaper Diva 

were moving some of Smart-
mom’s things into Manhattan 
Granny’s basement storage 
room (a little house cleaning). 
Wearing rubber rain boots, 
Smartmom walked on a wet 
rubber ramp, when — splat 
— she violently twisted her 
ankle and it was as if her foot 
folded beneath her. Smart-
mom found herself on her 
back screaming: “I think I 
broke something. I think I 
broke something.”

“Did she break some-
thing valuable?” Manhat-
tan Granny apparently said 
to Diaper Diva (they were 
in the storage room).

“No, I think she means 
she broke herself,” her twin 
sister said. 

The pain was excruciat-
ing, but somehow Smartmom 
was able to go upstairs to her 
mother’s apartment. Within a 
half hour, her foot had swollen 
to the size of a Nerf football, 
and Smartmom and Manhat-
tan Granny went crosstown 
to have it X-rayed.

“It’s not fractured,” the ra-
diologist told her. “You can 
go now.”

“But what do I do?” Smart-
mom asked plaintively.

“We can’t help you. You’ll 
have to call your primary care 
physician.”

Smartmom was smarting. 
She wanted to cry. Buddha 
knows, she was relieved that it 
wasn’t broken or fractured, but 
clearly there was something 
wrong with it and she was in 
need of some advice. 

Standing on the corner of 
84th Street and Lexington 
Avenue in the cold rain with 
a throbbing foot, Smartmom 
called her doctor, who told 
her to “go home.”

“If you can’t walk tomor-
row, call an orthopedic doc-
tor,” she added.

That seemed exceed-
ingly unhelpful at that mo-
ment. Finally, the doctor gave 
Smartmom the number of a 
nearby orthopedic practice — 
“The only one who will take 
your insurance,” she grum-
bled. Manhattan Granny and 
Smartmom went into a res-
taurant, ordered some pizza 
and dialed the number.

“We can’t see you until 
later in the week,” the recep-
tionist told Smartmom. 

“What should I do in the 
meantime?” she said tearfully, 
her foot still radiating pain.

“I can’t tell you anything 
until the doctor examines 
you,” the receptionist said 

coldly.
Tears filled her eyes. But 

she felt helpless. Her foot 
was becoming black and 
blue …

“Excuse me,” a beautiful 
Indian woman walked over 
to their table holding a small, 
white business card. 

“I’m sorry to eavesdrop, 
but it was awful what you just 
went through on the phone,” 
she said.

The woman’s kindness 
made Smartmom weep with 
gratitude.

“Why don’t you go around 
the corner to see the doctor I 
work for? He’s a physiatrist, 
and he’s wonderful.”

Smartmom did just as good 
fairy Samantha told her to do. 
She and her mother walked 
around the corner and Dr. Lo-
ren Fishman, an elfish man 
in a red bow tie and round 
glasses, was able to see her 
almost immediately.

was very, very swollen.
Fishman, the author of 

“Yoga for Osteoporosis,” 
and many other books and 
papers, told her to keep her 
foot elevated and iced. He 
said the best thing she could 
do was lie on her back and put 
her leg up against the wall.

Smartmom and Manhat-
tan Granny were both en-
chanted by Dr. Fishman. 
They spent close to an hour 
with the good doctor, and 
he told Smartmom to come 
back in a few days for physi-
cal therapy “to preserve your 

range of motion.” And he 
gave her prescriptions for 
an anti-inflammatory and 
an air cast.

Back in Brooklyn, Smart-
mom managed to hobble up 
the three flights of stairs to 
her apartment. With Hep-
cat in California, she was 
on her own until her chil-
dren came home. They were 
clearly f lummoxed when 
they found her lying on the 
floor with her left leg up on 
the wall. 

“Did you break it?” she 
asked. 

“No, I sprained it,” Smart-
mom said. 

“What are you doing?” 
“I’m elevating it,” 
“What?” 
“Never mind …” 
They were even more star-

tled when she started to cry in 
pain and frustration. Nothing 
like tears to get your kids to 
really notice. After the water-
works, they were really help-

ful bringing her ice packs, 
Advil, books, and food. At 
dinnertime, the Oh So Feisty 
One ordered Moo Shoo Pork 
from Szechuan Delight and 
even went downstairs to get it 
from the deliveryman. 

Smartmom should sprain 
her ankle more often. 

In the days that followed, 
Smartmom learned to slow 
down, to delegate, to not 
move around at the pace 
she is accustomed to. 

The Buddhists would say 
she was being mindful, tak-
ing things slow and paying 
attention. 

In her effort to heal, 
Smartmom was learning to 
ask others for help and to take 
things one step at a time. 

Not a bad thing, all things 
considered.

When Smart-
mom told Dr. 
Fishman what 
happened he 
measured the 
good ankle and 
the sprained 
ankle and con-
cluded that, in-
deed, Smart-
mom’s ankle 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, MAY 21
 Storytime with 

Emily. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Movie night, 
“Spongebob Squarepants: 
The Movie.” Free. Moxie 
Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SAT, MAY 22
 Story time for 

kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and 
South Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], abookstoreinbrook-
lyn.blogspot.com. 

 
Puppet show, “Jack and 
the Beanstalk.” The classic 
children’s story — with 
marionettes! $7 children, $8 
adults. Puppetworks [338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], puppetworks.org. 

SUN, MAY 23
 

Puppet show, “Jack and 
the Beanstalk.” See Satur-
day, May 22.

 Nature crafts. See 
Saturday, May 22.

 Doll-making work-
shop. Hosted by illustrator 
Timothy Bellavia. $5 (sug-
gested). Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, May 22.

 Alicia Svigals’ 

Klezmer Dance Party. 
Learn traditional East Euro-
pean Jewish dances. Free. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

TUES, MAY 25
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, MAY 26
 Storytime with Em-

ily. See Friday, May 21.

THURS, MAY 27
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Reading with Mo 
Willems and illustrator Jon 
J. Muth. Free. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

 Annual family 
party. Crafts, games, food 
and fun. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
623-7220]. 

FRI, MAY 28
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, May 21.
 Movie night. See 

Friday, May 21.

SAT, MAY 29
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, May 22.
 

“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, May 22.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, email calendar@cnglocal.com

Sunshine’s Back!

Parent’s Sunshine Daycare

We have the 
BEST PRICES of 
any Day Care in 
Park Slope!

“We care for your kids like our own, 
in an environment like your home.”
Our teachers help your kids develop 
and learn everything from basic to 
advanced skills

We accept all City and State funded 
programs for kid 0–6 years old!

enrolled get 

fi rst year

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½

August 23– 
September 3

Cirque d’Été

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 

proud to be Brooklyn’s first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 

the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

exican eateries may proliferate in 
South Williamsburg, but good Mex-
ican food is still about as common 

as non-controversial bike lanes. The newly 
opened Cariño, however, is not just good 
Mexican — it’s revelatory.

From a group of former Bonita alumni, 
the menu at Cariño is lovingly prepared 
by cooks hailing from Puebla, Oaxaca and 
Vera Cruz — fitting, as cariño, after all, 
means love.

Interestingly, Cariño does not have a chef. 
Instead cooks impart their own sensibili-
ties and background to the food, yielding 
cuisine that far surpasses most New York 
Mexican for its originality. 

“We just put together all the things that 
we love to eat, with good, fresh ingredients,” 
said co-owner Yesenia Santibanez. 

Few things at Cariño fall short of out-

standing, and even those that do are delec-
table.

The gordita ($6) is a meal disguised as 
an appetizer, filled with a harmonious mix-
ture of ground chorizo, potato, crema and 
salsa verde and served in the thickest, tasti-
est tortilla you’ll ever try.

The shrimp tacos ($9) are filled with mys-
teriously smoky shrimp that’s battered and 
fried, dressed simply in a fluffy, warm corn 
tortilla. The most-inspired menu item, how-
ever, is easily Ricardo’s Guacamole ($8), a 
fresh take on a menu standard incorporat-
ing the bitter Mexican herb papalo. 

Without a chef, Santibanez explained, 
the food at Cariño is a labor of collective 
love.

“When you add love to food, even if it’s 
only three ingredients, it’s glorious,” she 
said.

Cariño [2 S. Fourth St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-8282].

Newcomer lives up to its name

Cariño, a new Mexican restaurant in South Williamsburg, does a good job 
with the standards, including fish tacos.
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By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

histle Hill Tavern, the newest 
addition to Park Slope’s Sev-
enth Avenue restaurant row, is 

a new school eatery with an old-
world feel. 

The menu is market-fresh new 
American and will change frequently 
to reflect chef Rebecca Weitzman’s 
vegetable-heavy whims — pork belly 
may come dressed in pickled ramps 
now, but wear something entirely 
different next week.

The restaurant, with handsome, 
wood-paneled walls adorned with 
weathered maps and portraits, in-
vokes, as its name might suggest, 
the feeling of a place that might have 
been there a 200 years ago, had Park 
Slope been more than farmland.  

Never mind the ambience though; 
it would be worth the trip without 
it. Weitzman, who last week took 
the crown on the Food Network TV 
show “Chopped,” has crafted a menu 
that is nothing short of incredible 
— the food is thoughtful, proof that 
details matter.

The roasted leg of lamb ($13) 
was the star of the menu — moist 
and simply prepared, served atop an 
earthy bed of cracked wheat salad 

with charred eggplant, feta, arugula 
and tomato coulis. Grilled octopus 
($15) comes crispy on the outside, 
tender on the inside with crunchy 

fried artichokes, kalamata olives and 
a creamy pool of polenta. A beat 
salad with watercress and Gorgon-
zola “croutons” ($11) excels as well, 
balanced in sweetness and acidity, 
even for the beet-wary. 

Many of the cocktails are re-
worked old world cocktails, such 
as the Brooklyn Eagle ($10), a satis-
fying concoction of bourbon, triple 
sec, sweet vermouth and lime juice 
— proof that the Brooklyn Eagle is 
good for one thing. 

Owner David Massoni has taken 
care to make sure Thistle Hill Tav-
ern is also the sort of place you could 
pop into for a beer and a snack on the 
way home from work, with modestly 
priced snacky items like the fried fen-
nel ($5), a “grown-up onion ring,” and 
the subtly spicy, endlessly fulfilling 
tureen of nuts and seeds ($6) — both 
are perfect with a beer.

Perhaps the trend of Seventh Av-
enue’s overpriced, mediocre eateries 
is on its way out. Thistle Hill Tav-
ern is surely a good start. 

Thistle Hill Tavern [441 Seventh 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park Slope. 
(347) 599-1262]

Seventh Avenue tavern mixes modern and old school

 The team behind the Thistle Hill tavern includes 
chef Rebecca Weitzman flanked by co-owners David Massoni 
(left) and John Bush.
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The Counting Room may bill itself 
as a wine bar, but don’t be fooled: be-
neath that colossal wine list, the new 
Williamsburg dram shop hides an im-
pressively original take on French On-
ion soup. 

The menu here may be petite — a 
scant four sandwiches and five “bites” 
accompany the prerequisite meat and 
cheese boards — but you should con-
sider this a favor: you’ll want to try 
everything. 

If you do choose just one item though, 
it should be Chef Robert Crossen’s Knife 
and Fork French Onion Soup ($10), an 
inventive twist on the French classic 
that’s more akin to a melt-in-your-
mouth open-faced sandwich, served 
dry, with a small carafe of broth to be 
poured on top.

The bread is a thick, crusty slice of 
French baguette, smothered in Parme-
san and Swiss cheeses, transformed into 

a delectably oozy mess when drenched 
in the sumptuous — albeit vegetarian 
— broth.

Of course, it also helps that the Count-
ing Room is the perfect place to spend 
a lazy, warm weekend afternoon. With 
the windows open and the breeze blow-
ing in, it’s ideal; equally beautiful in 
the candlelit evening. 

The truffled grilled cheese ($12), 
on pressed French bread with Fontina, 
is almost equally satisfying comfort 
food.

We did take issue with one menu 
item: the Caesar “bites,” which arrived 
in the form of still wet romaine leaves 
with a smattering of croutons.

But if you skip that one dud, there is 
ample satisfaction to be had. Of course, 
with enough wine most things are. 

The Counting Room [44 Berry St. 
at North 11th St. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599-1860]. —Kristen V. BrownP
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LETTERS

ids of all ages got some good 
news this week when the devel-
opers of Brooklyn Bridge Park ac-

cepted Jane Walentas’s gift of her re-
stored 1920s-era carousel for a spot in 
what is currently Empire–Fulton Ferry 
State Park.

Of course, critics of Walentas’s hus-
band, the DUMBO development titan 
David Walentas, seized on the announce-
ment as another chance to take a deep 
quaff from the mug of Haterade.

Yes, David Walentas is controver-
sial. 

Yes, he has made an enormous for-
tune from his decision decades ago to 
buy up warehouses and turn them into 
a thriving — and expensive — bou-
tique community.

Yes, he sometimes treats the neighbor-
hood like his own little fiefdom (though 
the guy gets credit for keeping out the 
homogenized chain stores that are turn-
ing every other neighborhood into Any-
town, U.S.A).

Yes, his desire to build a tall apart-

talking about a merry-go-round here!
Jane Walentas deserves credit, not 

scorn, for her desire to see the carou-
sel — which she salvaged and restored 
— find a home that benefits the larger 
community. And her offer to bring in 
one of the world’s greatest architects 
to design its corresponding pavilion 
is good news for anyone who appreci-
ates fine design over the kind of bland 
pap that city bureaucrats would likely 
have created.

The larger issue is that the carousel 
is part of a round of positive news that 
Brooklyn Bridge Park development of-
ficials have been able to trumpet this 
year — and that may be why opponents 
are so frustrated. Of course, this news-
paper has long decried the development 
scheme that finances the park’s mainte-
nance budget through housing and other 
commercial operations inside the foot-
print, but for now, we are all benefiting 
from increased open space, new play-
grounds and, yes, the Walentases’ of-
fer of a carousel.

ment tower near the Brooklyn Bridge 
last year annoyed some people who say 
that views of the bridge would be ob-
scured.

Yes, Brooklyn Bridge Park could have 
done a better job of making sure that the 
Walentases went through a transparent 
process before signing off on the car-
ousel and its glass-walled, Jean Nou-
vel-designed pavilion.

And yes, some DUMBO anti-devel-
opment types are still angry at Nouvel 
for his desire to build a fancy hotel on 
what is now the Pier 1 portion of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park.

But come on, people, let it go — we are 
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To the editor,
I would like to clear up any 

misconceptions, and assure you 
that some of our vendors, who 
currently park their food trucks 
in the commissary at Bond and 
Union streets, are not causing 
the Gowanus rodent problem as 
alleged by a concerned commu-
nity resident quoted in your ar-
ticle (“Rats! Red Hook vendors 
may have caused Gowanus rodent 
problem,” online, May 7).

Our vendors comply with city 
health regulations, and clean, san-
itize and park their food trucks 
in a commissary approved and 
sanctioned for proper storage and 
maintenance of such trucks.

Many food carts are serviced 

at this commissary, yet the al-
legations brought by your arti-
cle focus exclusively on the Red 
Hook vendors, only two of whom 
service their trucks there. 

We feel this allegation is bi-
ased and based on assumptions 
rather than facts. It is simply hard 
to believe that a group that started 
operations less than a week ago 
could be responsible for a wide 
infestation in such short time 
span. 

And while video footage (“EX-
CLUSIVE VIDEO: Is this the 
biggest rat in Brooklyn?” on-
line, May 6) may point out to a 
real problem affecting some res-
idents of the Gowanus commu-
nity, it lacks any real evidence 
that suggests this infestation orig-
inated from the Red Hook ven-
dors’ trucks.

The Red Hook Food Vendors 
stand in solidarity with the res-
idents, and we ask you to stop 
printing sensational headlines 
that use our name to guarantee 
broad media coverage, but at the 
end of the day only divide the 
community.
 Cesar Fuentes, Red Hook

The writer is executive direc-
tor of the Food Vendors Com-

mittee of Red Hook Park.

To the editor,
Your recent article, “Atlantic 

to go dark? City to landowners: 
BID to get antique lamps” (May 
7) was not true. The Department 
of Transportation did not give the 
community an ultimatum to form 
a BID with regard to the period 
lights. The city has worked co-
operatively with the community 
on a number of issues.
 Frances Caroll, Boerum Hill

The writer is co-chairwoman 
of the Atlantic Avenue Busi-

ness Improvement District 
Steering Committee and the 
owner of Silk Road Antiques.

To the editor,
Your “editor’s note” under sev-

eral letters complaining about an 
anti-Christian caption was it-
self offensive (“Christians are 
hot and bothered over our cap-
tion,” May 7).

It showed an utter inability to 
admit wrong and apologize.

C’mon, how about a little mea 
culpa? It goes a long way.
 Steve Fontas,  
 Carroll Gardens

To the editor,
The city has gone insane with 

bike lanes without measuring the 
impact of those who need to drive 
to work, including the disabled 
and elderly (“City: Bike lane will 
make Park Slope streets safer,” 
May 14).

Even with all the bike lanes 
around, cyclists bust red lights then 
shoot drivers dirty looks. They are 
truly in their own world of span-
dex-clad self-importance.

Since bicyclists are now tak-
ing over our streets maybe they 
ought to wear the “daddy-pants” 
and be responsible. They should 
be required to carry insurance 
in case they hit someone, which 
nearly happened to me when I 
was crossing Smith Street with 
the walk signal. They should have 
identification on their bikes so 
the red light cameras can detect 
them too. Lastly, they should pay 
a registration fee with the money 
going to enforcement, and to pay 
for their exclusive lanes. 

Failing this, could New York 
State refund drivers for the streets 
we can no longer use?
 Mitchell Rentzler,  
 Gerritsen Beach

the modest amount that we were 
able to raise so that Daniel could 
speak eloquently and honestly 
on our behalf.

Accusations by ACORN CEO 
Bertha Lewis, that she was person-
ally attacked and that Daniel’s ded-
ication was opportunistic from the 
start, are false. Those of us fight-
ing the Atlantic Yards project be-
lieve that her positions fully sup-
porting the project are harmful to 
our community as is Ms. Lewis’s 
bitter tirade against Daniel. 

We all agree that the diverse 
population living in Brooklyn 
needs housing and jobs, as well 
as recreation and sports facili-
ties. We need to stop spending on 
war and weapons that do nothing 
but destroy. First and always, we 
need an inclusive and respectful 
dialogue about how to achieve 
those goals, and we need lead-
ers dedicated to explaining the 
evidence and logic in support of 
their positions.

I will continue my humble con-
tributions to Develop Don’t De-
stroy Brooklyn. Working along-
side Daniel and this group of 
talented, committed and cou-
rageous local activists raises 
my spirits as the struggle con-
tinues. Susan Metz,  
 Prospect Heights

cilwoman Letitia James (D–Fort 
Greene), discussions that resulted 
in the Unity Plan for development 
of the site over the Atlantic and 
Vanderbilt train yards.

The Unity Plan is a less ex-
treme and more decentralized 
proposal that would engage a 
variety of developers in build-
ing housing, recreation facilities 
and locally-owned retail stores 
without swamping already over-
crowded streets, schools and other 
infrastructure as well as social 
services, which are now sched-
uled for devastating cuts to fund 
illegal occupation and killing in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The Unity plan would maintain 
the livable scale of the neighbor-
hood we enjoy and cherish, and 
which Ratner’s dense urbaniza-
tion would exploit and destroy.

The $3 million Daniel got from 
Ratner for his apartment after 
seven years of struggle is barely 
sufficient. A significant portion 
will go to legal fees. His family 
will be able to find another place 
to live among us in the commu-
nity to which they have shown 
such a fierce commitment. And 
they will get modest back pay for 
the sacrifice of living in a nearly 
abandoned building and receiv-
ing for more than full-time work 

To the editor,
I was outraged to learn in De-

cember, 2003, that Forest City 
Ratner was going to build a huge 
urban center between our neigh-
borhood and Fort Greene. None 
of us had heard anything about 
such a plan. 

At the time, it was reported as 
an accomplished fact, even though 
there had been no consultation 
through community groups. We 
also felt betrayed that Borough 
President Markowitz and Mayor 
Bloomberg were advocating by-
passing the usual Uniform Land 
Use Review Process.

Daniel Goldstein quickly mo-
bilized an opposition and came to 
many community meetings to see 
who else felt as indignant as he did. 
Develop Don’t Destroy Brooklyn 
was forming, and Daniel began to 
assume responsibility for organiz-
ing the group based on his demo-
cratic ideals and desire to preserve 
the diversity of the neighborhood. 
Also, his apartment in the footprint 
was something to defend.

Determined to defeat Ratner’s 
monstrous proposal, and also to 
come up with an alternative, Dan-
iel facilitated, along with Coun-

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

Jane Walentas deserves 
credit, not scorn, for her desire 
to see the carousel — which 
she salvaged and restored — 
find a home that benefits the 
larger community.

FOLLOW US DAILY 
ON TWITTER

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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  or visit
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

TUTORING

CALL ELLIE
347-276-3110

Magician & Comical Nerd

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Charity Established 1855

FLEA
MARKET

 $upa
FLEA Market!

   1 Year Anniversary
Christmas Countdown!

BKLYN, NY

FREE Parking & ADMIS-
SION!

125  Indoors
Vendors: $35. per 8’ table
10’ x 10’ Outdoor Space 

$50.

917.312.9855 

Sunday, Jan. 3rd 
7am-5pm

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

516-857-4317

AUTOS FOR SALE

T o  P l a c e  Y o u r  A d  C a l l  o r  F a x

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

R E A D  F O R  S A V I N G S
A D V E R T I S E  F O R 
R E S U L T S

To Place Your Ad Call

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH



 

es
Call ( )The Brooklyn Classifieds

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

TIMELESS CONSTRUCTION
AND RESTORATION, INC.
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

BATHTUB REGLAZING

No job too big, no job too small!
Specializing in Power Failure Generators

Licensed electrician

A&A ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING

P. 718-488-5800 
C. 917-560-6188

Residential & Commercial

T&R

 

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty

TRAPPING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES

259-8799

 

“IT’S SPRING, 
WAKE UP 

YOUR GARDEN!”
Annuals, Perennials, Herbs, Design, 

Installation, General Clean-Ups, & Maintenance
For Wherever Your Garden Is!

Your Complete Gardener: Marilyn Manning 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured
 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING

www.ejmovers.com

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

Repair, Install, Moldings,
Skim Coats

Excellent References

718-401-5851
917-837-5771

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

Since 1959

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215

Certified EPA Lead Safe

HOME IMPROVEMENT

R E A D  F O R  S A V I N G S
A D V E R T I S E  F O R 
R E S U L T S

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax
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Save a bundle 
with DIRECTV.

Ask how to save when you bundle with DIRECTV. CALL TODAY.

PHONE 
Hi-Speed

INTERNET
TELEVISION

$180 A YEAR^ WHEN YOU GET: ASK HOW TO SAVE UP TO

Bundle eligibility based on service address. DIRECTV television 
service & qualifying Internet and/or telephone services required.

FREE
+

150

FREE$2999* 2 FREE
UPGRADESAfter Rebate

2 FREE
UPGRADES!

HD DVR & HD Receiver

Big Apple Satellite 646-593-8136
NY/NJ

Call for a FREE consultation with our
Landscape Design Division

Beautiful, Worry-Free
Landscaping Begins with

Dragonetti Brothers

Let us personalize your landscape design and create 
your dreamscape with creative and distinctive solutions.

FREE ESTIMATES - “One call does it all”

Ph: 718-451-1300   Fax: 718-451-2655
Visit Our Full Service Nursery, Garden Center, and Florist

1875 Ralph Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11234
Ph: 718-241-3172   Fax: 718-241-3882

www.dragonettibrothers.com

10% OFF

Any job over $500

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 6/15/10

$5 OFF

Purchases over $50

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 6/15/10

$2 OFF

Propane Tank Refi ll

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 6/15/10

$10 OFF

Purchases over $100

With this coupon. Not valid with
other offers or prior purchases.

Offer Expires 6/15/10

GUARANTEED!    

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

It was a Sunday of under-
dog victories during Brook-
lyn Kickball play, as Majesty 
asserted itself with an up-
set over Crucial Taunt and 
Kickball Fever dispatched Li-
censed to Thunder, but lost 
to Space Cadets in a night 
capper.

The teams join 2010 fa-
vorites Brooklyn United, 
Bacon Bits, and undefeated 
Never Scared at the top of 
the standings, already chang-
ing the calculus of this young 

season.
It has been a season of up-

heaval, as veteran teams such 
as the John Cougar Mellen-
camps, New Frontiersmen, 
and Dream Team have started 
slowly, leaving an opening 
for younger teams such as 
B–Uni, Booze on First and 
Sons of Pitches to impress 
the competition.

Booze on First captain 
Dan “The Sorbet” Borbet 
credits the team’s chem-
istry with the presence of 
its mascot Cayenne and its 
bright, traffic-cone orange 

Majesty, Crucial Taunt, Bacon Bits lead the new wave

uniforms.
“We chose that color 

mainly so we could find 
each other on the field,” 
said Borbet.

Sons of Pitches, which 
won its way into the league 
in a preseason tournament, 
racked up its first win this 
week, though the team’s re-
cord remains 1-2.

“We’re f—ing pumped! I 
was pretty excited about win-
ning this weekend. Spring 
is about a beginning, not 
an end,” said team captain 
Brendan “The Dominator” 
O’Shea.

Dan “The Sorbet” Borbet 
BOOZE ON FIRST

Kara “Shades” Hughett  
BOOZE ON FIRST

The league’s grittiest team, 
Brooklyn United, led by Jus-
tin “Nipple” Taylor, bounced 
back from a tough opening 
weekend and beat Dream 
Team to go 3-1, while Maj-
esty, led by Rochelle “Kit-
ten” Fainstein, buried the 
Crucial Taunt in the game 
of the weekend. 

“We were coming in hot 
off a ‘mercy’ game in which 
we ‘mercied’ the Divine Sis-
terhood,” she said. “Everyone 
just played their [sic] heart 
out, and everyone was rel-
atively calm and collected 
and worked together like a 
machine, lots of communi-
cation, which is what I think 
wins games.”

Majesty has turned some 
heads and the team has turned 
some heads.

Still, the Taunt isn’t giving 
up just yet. Rumors are swirl-
ing that captain Kate “Sweet-
ness” Brown, an award-win-
ning cupcake baker, will whip 
up a batch the next time there’s 
a big game.

“I’ve tasted Kate Brown 
cupcakes before and I will 
play my heart out if she 
makes them again,” said 
Crucial Taunt’s Shira Ban-
nerman.

Mayor Bloomberg and Rachael Ray journeyed to 
PS 29 in Carroll Gardens to sew some good will 
and plant the seed of health.
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