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By Alex Rush
The Brooklyn Paper

Hail yes!
Brooklynites are cheering a 

revolutionary city initiative to 
put meters inside livery cabs 
— and allow them to make on-
street pick-ups in the outer bor-
oughs.

Presently, it is illegal for 
anything but a yellow medal-
lion-bearing cab to make curb-
side pick-ups within the city, 
but the new law would extend 
that right to certain car ser-
vice vehicles — legalizing a 
practice that occurs regularly 
in Brooklyn.

The difference is that un-
der the proposal, passengers 
won’t be taken for a ride when 
they’re taken for a ride.

“Drivers give me different 
prices all the time to go to the 
same place,” said Jamie Gar-
cia, who grabs cabs from the 
Atlantic Terminal Mall on Flat-

We hailed four un-
marked cabs at the cor-
ner of Atlantic and Flat-
bush avenues near the 
Atlantic Terminal Mall, 
asking for the price to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park 
in DUMBO. He’s what 
we heard: 

Driver 1: Quoted, 
$12. Haggled, $10.

Driver 2: Quoted, 
$15. Haggled, $12.

Driver 3: Quoted, 
$15. Would not 
haggle.

Driver 4: Quoted, 
“How much are 
you willing to pay?” 
Haggled, $10.

By Alex Rush
The Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island won’t be “the greatest 
show on Earth” this summer.

After just  two seasons on the Board-
walk , Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus will not set up its big 
top this summer in the struggling-
to-rebuild amusement district, claim-
ing scheduling conflicts and finan-
cial issues.

P.T. Barnum once allegedly said 

there’s a sucker born every minute. 
Some locals certainly feel that way 
right now.

“That’s a real shame — the amuse-
ment zone needs a circus,” said Co-
ney Island History Project founder 
Charles Denson.

The acrobats, lion-tamers and 
clowns of the circus attracted more 
a quarter of a million people to the W. 
21st Street site over the past two sum-

TAXI PLAN HAILED
Brooklynites may soon fl ag down metered livery cabs

CIRCUS OUT 
AT CONEY 
Ringling Bros. not returning

After just two 
seasons in 
Coney Island, 
Ringling Bros. 
says it will not 
return this 
summer.

The operator inside the 
DMD Car Service taxi stand, 
stationed outside of the mall on 
Fort Greene Place, said a trip to 
DUMBO would cost $12, but a 
DMD driver whom we hailed 
said the fare was $15.

Taxi and Limousine Com-
missioner David Yassky says 
he wants to stop these unfair 
fares.

“We need to end these un-
der-the-table rate negotiations 
so people stop getting ripped 
off,” Yassky told Community 
Board 13 last Wednesday.

The city has not confirmed 
if the meter rates would be the 
same as yellow taxis, which 
is $2.50 plus 40 cents for ev-
ery 1/5 of a mile. Liveries that 
choose to register for a meter 
and on-street pick-up license 
would also be equipped with 
credit card readers and navi-
gation system locators — just 

How much?

Livery cab driver, Mahamed Koroma, could pick up 
street hails under a city plan.
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bush Avenue to go to Nostrand 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
“One day, I’ll get charged $10, 
the next time, it’s $14.”

In our test, we were quoted 
several different prices for a 

trip from the mall to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park in DUMBO. 
One driver said it would be $10, 
another $12, and two said $15 
— though most were willing 
to haggle.

Brooklyn has a new Oscar winner! Bedford-Stuyvesant filmmaker Luke Ma-
theny, 35, can now add Academy Award winner to his credits after his clever 
short film, “God of Love,” picked up the naked gold statuette on Sunday 
night. Our own Aaron Short caught up with Matheny a day after his surprise 
win, as he was still reveling in his whirlwind Hollywood weekend.

Local snags fi rst Oscar
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By Laura Gottesdiener
The Brooklyn Paper

Watergate, it ain’t.
A hapless thief broke into the 

Atlantic Avenue office of Coun-
cilman Steve Levin (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) over the weekend — 
hours after the lawmaker had his 
11-year-old Honda stolen from in 
front of his Greenpoint house.

The freshman legislator had to 
laugh at his run of bad luck.

“It was a little funny,” he said. 
“I got a call saying that my office 
had been burglarized, so I said I’d 
be down there in a few minutes — 
and then I had to call them back 
to say I wouldn’t be coming be-
cause my car was gone.”

Levin’s travails began late on 

Feb. 26, when he parked his an-
cient wheels on Morgan Avenue 
near Meeker Street.

Sometime overnight, the clas-
sic car was stolen, but Levin only 
discovered the crime at 5 am when 
he got the call about the 4:20 am 
break-in at his office.

Cops say that Louis Adule, 22, 
broke through the glass windows 

at the Boerum Hill district of-
fice between Court Street and 
Boerum Place — and a witness 
and Levin said that the thief was 
trying to steal a flat-screen TV 
just inside the office.

But an ear-witness heard it 
all.

“Living here for 30 plus years, 
you get to know the sounds — po-

lice, ambulances, sirens — but a 
loud thud at 5 am? No way,” said 
Jerry Haggerty, who called cops. 

By the time officers arrived, 
Adule had made his way into the 
office, where he was trying to steal 
computer monitors, Levin said. 
He was arrested at the scene.

There’s no indication that the 

‘Levin-gate’ shocks Boerum Hill
Councilman’s offi ce is broken into — and then his car is swiped!

Though he was a crime victim twice over the weekend, 
Councilman Steve Levin was all smiles at the Brooklyn 
Heights Association’s annual meeting on Monday night.
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Luke Matheny on Sunday.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A much-hyped internship pro-
gram for inner-city kids created by 
the Time Warner media giant is a 
flop — and it’s because the pro-
gram appears to be designed more 
to help local minority politicians 

than minority students.
Not a single Brooklynite has 

applied this year for the “Con-
nect a Million Minds” internship, 
which couples  a standard online 
application process  with a bizarre 
— and politically questionable — 
demand that all applicants “pro-

vide a letter of recommendation 
from a member of the NYS Black, 
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian 
Legislative Caucus.”

The requirement politicizes 
the search for talented minority 
kids, said two people involved 

Time Warner internship program under fi re
MINORITY REPORT

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Let them eat Bay Ridge 
cake.

The elaborate cake that Vice 
President Biden munched at a 
pol-studded Manhattan lawmak-
er’s bash last week was the brain-
child of one neighborhood per-
fectionist.

Nick Nikolopoulos of  Bay 
Ridge Bakery  created the U.S. 
Capitol–shaped cake for the birth-
day of Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D–
Manhattan) last week — further 
proof that Brooklyn bakers are 
not only better, but bigger.

The vanilla and chocolate 

Washington gets sweeter
Local pols eating  up Ridge baker’s capitol idea

mousse cake cost as much as a car 
and was bigger than a child. It sat 
as a sweet centerpiece at Maloney’s 
birthday party/$500-a-plate fund-
raiser on Feb. 23, which was held at 
a Manhattan hotel, four days after 
Maloney’s actual birthday.

Nikolopoulos toiled for 42 
hours over the five-foot, $8,000 
piece of edible art.

“I got really, really into it,” said 
the master baker, whose shop is 
on Fifth Avenue near 83rd Street. 
“I started to research everything 
about the architecture — and even 
the potted plants on the lawn.”

Two men had to carry the blue 

LET THEM SEE CAKE: Nick Nikolopoulos, chef and owner 
at Bay Ridge Bakery, made this unbelievable cake for Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney’s birthday party over the weekend. Vice 
President Biden was on hand.

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

Hey, Brooklyn, you now 
have a rooting interest in the 
city’s quest to find “the taxi 
of tomorrow.” 

A politically connected for-
eign automaker says it will 
bring hundreds of manufac-
turing jobs to the borough if its 
design is selected as the city’s 
new yellow cab.

Turkish automaker Karsan 
USA is one of the three com-

panies  remaining in the run-
ning to replace the current fleet 
 with a safer, greener and more 
comfortable model.

The other two contend-
ers are Detroit icon Ford and 
Nissan North America — but 
only Karsan’s cabs will have 
a Brooklyn touch. 

“There has been mention of 
a possible Brooklyn location for 
some of the assembly,” said a 
city official familiar with the 

Brooklyn’s cab
Karsan, from Turkey, says 
it will build new taxis here

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

Mayor Bloomberg is not hot 
for Brooklyn teachers.

The city’s doomsday budget 
scenario calls for 1,117 out of 
19,007 teachers to be laid off — 
and Brooklyn accounts for close 
to 24 percent of the 4,675 pro-
posed layoffs citywide.

And some schools would lose 
half of their teachers — the re-
sult, the mayor says, of a state 
school aid cut of $1.4 billion.

Principals took the proposed 
cuts personally.

“It [would be] very difficult 
to see them go,” said Cynthia 
Holton, principal at PS 107 on 
Eighth Avenue in Park Slope, 
which would lose six out of its 
35 teachers, or 17 percent, under 
the mayor’s plan. “Not only do 
you feel personally committed 
to them, but layoffs will hurt the 
school system. We don’t want 
to increase class size.”

The city published a map over 
the weekend detailing the lay-
offs at each affected school in 
hopes that parents would join the 
fight to pressure state officials to 
change the “arbitrary standard” 
that makes it more difficult to fire 
teachers with seniority.

The state Senate made the 
change on Tuesday, but Assem-
bly leaders said they would not 
take up the bill.

Because seniority rules re-
mains in place, city officials 
said, the proposed cuts would 
disproportionately affect newer 
schools or buildings in high pov-
erty areas, where teacher reten-
tion can be a challenge.

And the cuts will be deep 
at some schools, including the 
Brighter Choice Community 
School in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, which would lose five of 
its eight teachers, or 63 percent 
of the total; and the Khalil Gibran 

Chalk it up
City would lay off more 
than 1,000 Bklyn teachers

By Laura Gottesdiener
The Brooklyn Paper

A staple of small-town 
America is coming to the 
nation’s first suburb, and, 
no, it’s not Walmart.

Rotary Club — the ser-
vice-oriented, weekly meet-
ing groups that pepper the 
prairie and warm the heart-
land — just started a chap-
ter for Brooklyn Heights, and 
the group’s president, Vivian 

Hardison, is betting that Ro-
tary’s small-town traditions 
still have a place, even in a 
cutting-edge, self-obsessed 
borough.

“Those old values that we 
all grew up with have never 
disappeared,” said Hardison, 
who founded the Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary Club one 
month ago.

Rotary clubs began in 

Rotary comes to town

P
ho

to
 b

y 
M

ar
io

 B
ur

g
er

Brooklyn is getting a dose of 
Americana — a Rotary Club.

Aaron Short: First off, congratula-
tions. Were you surprised you won 
over the other four nominees?
Luke Matheny: I expected it was a 20-per-

cent possibility. A lot of people have been 
telling me that the speech seemed off 
the cuff, but I rehearsed it pretty metic-
ulously. At the Academy lunch, they told 

us we only had 45 seconds for an accep-
tance speech so I spent the time mouth-
ing my speech. I appeared to be the only 
one taking it this seriously.
AS: The blogosphere says that 
you had the best speech. Do you 
agree?
LM: It’s flattering. Justin Timberlake 
agrees. He told me in the aisle. I was so 
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See CIRCUS  on page 4See OSCAR  on page 4

See LIVERY  on page 4

See LEVIN  on page 4

See INTERNS  on page 9

See ROTARY  on page 9See TEACHERS  on page 9
See CABS  on page 4

See CAKE  on page 4
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Caring for Brooklyn’s Pets for over 30 years

We specialize in personalized and compassionate pet care. Your questions are always 
welcome and your pet’s needs are thoroughly addressed. Learn how Dr. Dendtler and  
Dr. Johnson can put their 30+years of knowledge and experience to work for you.

SOME OF OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

476 MYRTLE AVENUE 
between Washington Avenue & Hall Street
Subway:  G  

Bus 718-623-3999
HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm

Clinton Hill Animal Clinic

“Supafly”

“Seattle”

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO

718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

SOUTHERN 
CUISINE  

with a Twist
Hickory Spice 
Slow-Cooked 
Rack of Ribs
Will make your 

taste buds tingle!
Cinnamon dusted Sweet Potato Fries and 

Collard Greens

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook
A woman was robbed and 

beaten at knifepoint outside 
of the troubled NY Perks bar 
on Smith Street on Feb. 26.

The 40-year-old victim 
told cops she had left the 
bar, which is near Warren 
Street, at midnight and was 
suddenly attacked near But-
ler Street outside of Angry 
Wades, another bar, by two 
men who approached her 
from behind, put a knife to 
her neck, and threw her to 
the pavement.

The violent duo made off 
with a Louis Vuitton handbag 
containing 13 credit cards, 
$70, two gift cards and a cell-
phone. 

Smooth criminal
A dry-skinned dope stole 

10 bottles of Oil of Olay mois-
turizer from a Smith Street 
drug store on Feb. 19.

Cops said that when the 
man was confronted by Rite 
Aid security at around 10:30 
pm, he threatened the per-
son with a knife and warned, 

“Stay away.” The crook then 
fled the store, which is near 
President Street, making 
off with his lotions, valued 
at $83.

Dental damn
Two men stole more 

than $1,000 worth of den-
tal hygiene products from a 
Court Street drug store on 
Feb. 20.

A 39-year-old store worker 
told cops that the two men 
made off with $1,536 worth 
of oral health merchandise 
at around 10:50 am, plus an 
MP3 player.

The pair then fled the 
store, located near Dean 
Street.

Sky fright
Someone burglarized a 

Butler Street home between 
Feb. 20 and Feb. 23.

The 64-year-old victim 
said he left his house, located 
near Court Street, at around 
9 am on Feb. 20, and when 
he returned three days later, 
he discovered that $200 and 
an iPhone were gone.

Cops said the cat burglar 
came in, and left, through a 
skylight.

Camera snap
Someone stole a high-end 

camera from a car on Henry 
Street on Feb. 26.

The 41-year-old victim 
said she left her 2003 silver 
Toyota near Fourth Place at 
around 6:30 am and when 
she returned at 11:30 am, 
the driver’s-side window 
was damaged, and a $1,500 
Leica camera and $250 gym 
bag were gone.

 — Gary Buiso

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

No dyes
A masked perp robbed the 

Sovereign Bank on Montague 
Street on Feb. 24 after pass-
ing a threatening note to the 
teller.

The mustachioed man, 
who concealed his iden-
tity under a ski cap, en-
tered the bank, which is 
between Court and Clinton 
streets, at around 10:45 am 
and passed the teller a note 
reading, “No dye packs; no 
one has to get hurt.”

Given the threat, the teller 
passed the perp $3,500, 
and called the cops after 
he fled.

Pack snatch
A would-be photographer 

stole a backpack stuffed with 
fancy electronics in front of 
the DUMBO Starbucks on 
Feb. 27.

The victim told cops that 
he was enjoying a cup of cof-
fee at the chain java joint 
on Front and Main streets 
at around 12:50 pm when a 
thug stole his black backpack, 
getting a wireless transmit-
ter, a flash and battery packs 
valued at $4,750.

Badberry
Two men snatched a wom-

an’s Blackberry on Feb. 24 
on State Street.

The women told cops that 
she was near Bond Street at 
7:30 pm when two boys ap-
proached, snatched the smart-
phone from her hand and fled 
toward Jay Street.

Muscle heist 
A thug stole a wallet from 

the locker room of a fancy 

Joralemon Street gym on 
Feb. 26.

The victim told cops that 
he left his wallet in an un-
locked locker in the Equinox 
gym between Court and Clin-
ton streets at around 7 pm. 

When the athlete returned 
from his workout 10 minutes 
later (some athlete!), the wal-
let was gone — along with his 
credit cards, drivers license, 
insurance cards and $100.

Wheel bad
A perp smashed a win-

dow and stole stuff from a 
Honda on Plymouth Street 
on Feb 20.

The victim told cops that 
he parked his 2008 sedan be-
tween Jay and Bridge streets 
at around 5 pm and returned 
a half hour later to find his 
window broken and nearly 
$4,000 in computer acces-
sories and designer cloth-
ing gone. 
 — Laura Gottesdiener

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Snatched up
Two iPhone thieves 

jumped a train commuter 
on Feb. 24 — but one of 
them didn’t get away with 
his crime.

The straphanger was sit-
ting on a Manhattan-bound 
C train entering the Lafay-
ette Avenue station at 8:50 
pm when one of the thieves 
approached, demanding his 
smartphone.

The thief then punched the 
victim in the face and pulled 
a knife, but the iPhone owner 
managed to disarm the goon 
as the two struggled. 

The victim did drop his 
pricey phone during the fra-
cas, which the thief’s accom-
plice quickly scooped up. 
Cops caught up with the 
sidekick a short time later, 
finding the stolen iPhone in 
the man’s pocket.

iPhone invasion
Four goons stormed into 

a St. Edwards Street home 
on Feb. 21 just so they could 
swipe a man’s iPhone.

The thieves followed 
their 23-year-old victim to 
his apartment between Myr-
tle and Park avenues before 
pouncing at 6:30 pm.

Senior attacked
A thug jumped a 73-year-

old woman during a botched 
Feb. 25 robbery attempt on 
St. James Place — a brutal 
mugging that left his victim 
hospitalized.

The senior was between 
Gates Avenue and Fulton 
Street at 10:48 am when 
the thief grabbed her purse 
— dragging the septuage-
narian to the ground in his 
failed bid for the bag.

Bag snatch
A thief ran past a 28-year-

old at the corner of Fulton 
Street and Ashland Place on 
Feb. 25 — snatching the man’s 
backpack as he sped by.

The victim was nearing 
the corner at 2:30 pm when 
the thief zipped past, taking 
the man‘s MP3 player, Met-
rocard and $48.

Handbag grab
A thug ended up in a tug 

of war over a 35-year-old 
woman’s handbag during 
a Feb. 20 clash on Cumber-
land Street.

The victim was between 
Lafayette and Greene ave-
nues at 11:30 pm when the 
thief ran by, yanking her 
purse off her shoulder.

The woman briefly held 
onto the bag, prompting a 
struggle before the thief fi-
nally ran off with it.

Guard dogged
A shoplifter wigged out 

on an off-duty cop on Feb. 
21 after he was caught swip-
ing nine boxes of Claritin al-
lergy medicine from the Tar-
get in the troubled Atlantic 
Terminal Mall at Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues.

The thief was heading to-
ward the door with the medi-
cation at 4 pm when the cop, 
who was moonlighting as an 
Atlantic Terminal security 
guard, stopped him.

The crook was arrested, but 
not before sparking a fight that 
left the officer with bruised 
and bloody fingers.

 — Thomas Tracy

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Art theft
An art-loving thief took 

a $15,000 drawing left in 
a moving van on Roebling 
Street on Feb. 26.

The victim was moving 
art from a rental truck into 
his S. Third Street apartment 
at 5:10 pm, but left the truck 
unlocked. 

When he went to the ve-

hicle to take the last paint-
ing up to his room, he found 
that it had been stolen.

He’s now offering a $500 
reward for its return.

Taxi robbery
Two perps jacked a cab on 

Bushwick Avenue and took 
its passenger’s property on 
Feb. 27.

The perps blocked the vic-
tim’s cab near Grand Street 
at around 4:30 am, got out 
of their car and held up the 
victim at knifepoint.

“Don’t move my man,” one 
thug said, adding, “I told you 
I was gonna get you.”

The victim gave up $200 
and his phone.

Pocket rifle
Three perps tried to rob 

a man on S. Ninth Street on 
Feb. 25 — but he was broke 
so they left him alone.

The man was near Wythe 
Avenue at 11:20 pm when 
three perps tackled him 
and one demanded, “Give 
me your money.” They ri-
fled his pockets, found noth-
ing, and ran away.

Road report
At least two cars were 

swiped:
• A thief stole a car from 

Powers Street overnight 
on Feb. 25. The owner had 
parked his Honda near Bush-
wick Avenue at 7 pm, but re-
turned the next day to find 
it gone.

• A perp took a Honda 
from Boerum Street over-
night on Feb. 24. The owner 
told cops that she’d parked 
near Broadway at 7 pm, but 
when her son tried to drive 
away at 6 the next morning, 
the car wasn’t there.

‘Second’ chance
Three perps snatched two 

laptops from a Lorimer Street 
restaurant on Feb. 21 while its 
owners were ordering food.

The two victims were eat-
ing in the Second Stop cafe at 
7:25 pm, when three men en-
tered the premises, grabbed the 
laptops and fled down Ain-
slie Street.

The victims gave chase and 
recovered one computer.

Robbed landlord
A landlord allegedly robbed 

his Metropolitan Avenue ten-
ant of fancy furniture while the 
tenant was on vacation.

A witness told the tenant 
that his landlord entered the 
apartment near Olive Street 
on Jan. 17 and took $19,000 
worth of chairs and love seats 
— and even the toilet!

 — Aaron Short

Brutal attack on Smith Street
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Bundle up with some great rates.

Get a free tote bag!*

1New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.30% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At 

the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective January 31, 2011. You must maintain an average daily balance of $5,000 for 

the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change 

without notice.
2New Accounts and new money only. APY effective February 5, 2011. Annual percentage yield assumes principle and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current 

rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. For IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $1,000. Funds cannot be transferred from an 

existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 

* Receive a free Flushing Bank tote bag when you open a new Flushing Bank checking account. Limit one per household. Limited time only while supplies last. 

Offer subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB

Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889
or go to www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

Member FDIC 

1.30%
APY1  
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.70%
APY2  
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

18 Month CD

Caring for Brooklyn’s Pets for over 30 years
We specialize in personalized and compassionate pet care. Your questions are always welcome and your pet’s needs are  
thoroughly addressed. Learn how Dr. Dendtler can put her 30+years of knowledge and experience to work for you.

SOME OF OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Exams, Vaccines & Lab Tests
Skin Disorders & Allergy Testing
Digital X-Rays & Sonogram Service 
Anesthesia & Vital Signs Monitoring
International Travel Certificates (USDA)
Internal Medicine
Dentistry
Hills Presciption Foods
Birds & Exotics
House Calls

PROMOTIONS  PROMO CODE

$30 EXAM FEE FOR NEW CLIENTS  NC30 
STUDENTS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SDNT20
SENIORS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SN20 
Puppy/Kittens Receive 20% OFF Initial Vaccines PK20 
2nd Pet From Same Household Receives FREE Exam 2PETS

Limit 1 offer per customer. Subject to change without notice. OFFER EXPIRES ON 3/31/11

SAVE BIG WITH OUR LIMITED TIME OFFERS 
(Please mention code when scheduling)

60 Broadway, between Wythe Ave. & Berry St.
Alternate Phone - 718.623.3999 347.223.4799

HOURS: Tues & Wed 3:30-7:30  Sat: 9:30-3:30

Bridge Plaza Animal Clinic

“Supafly”
“Seattle”

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick
An art-loving thief took 

a $15,000 drawing left in 
a moving van on Roebling 
Street on Feb. 26.

The victim was moving 
art from a rental truck into 
his S. Third Street apartment 
at 5:10 pm, but left the truck 
unlocked. 

When he went to the ve-
hicle to take the last paint-
ing up to his room, he found 
that it had been stolen.

He’s now offering a $500 
reward for its return.

Taxi robbery
Two perps jacked a cab on 

Bushwick Avenue and took 
its passenger’s property on 
Feb. 27.

The perps blocked the vic-
tim’s cab near Grand Street 
at around 4:30 am, got out 
of their car and held up the 
victim at knifepoint.

“Don’t move my man,” one 
thug said, adding, “I told you 
I was gonna get you.”

The victim gave up $200 
and his phone.

Pocket rifle
Three perps tried to rob 

a man on S. Ninth Street on 
Feb. 25 — but he was broke 
so they left him alone.

The man was near Wythe 
Avenue at 11:20 pm when 
three perps tackled him 
and one demanded, “Give 
me your money.”

They rif led his pock-
ets, found nothing, and ran 
away.

Road report
At least two cars were 

swiped:

• A thief stole a car from 
Powers Street overnight 
on Feb. 25. The owner had 
parked his Honda near Bush-
wick Avenue at 7 pm, but re-
turned the next day to find 
it gone.

• A perp took a Honda 
from Boerum Street over-
night on Feb. 24. The owner 
told cops that she’d parked 
near Broadway at 7 pm, but 
when her son tried to drive 
away at 6 the next morning, 
the car wasn’t there.

Compu-bummer
A burglar stole $1,800 

worth of property from a 
Ten Eyck Street apartment 
on Feb. 25.

The tenant left his apart-
ment near Lorimer Street at 
3:45 pm to get a sandwich, 
but when he returned 10 min-
utes later, he found his door 
was open and his computer, 
jewelry and camera had been 
stolen.

‘Second’ chance
Three perps snatched two 

laptops from a Lorimer Street 
restaurant on Feb. 21 while its 
owners were ordering food.

The two victims were eat-
ing in the Second Stop cafe at 
7:25 pm, when three men en-
tered the premises, grabbed the 
laptops and fled down Ain-
slie Street.

The victims gave chase and 
recovered one computer.

Run over
A thug struck a cab driver 

with his stolen car on Grand 
Street on Feb. 26 and then beat 
him up and robbed him.

The cabbie was standing 
near his vehicle on Union Av-
enue at 4:20 am when the 
perp drove into his leg. He 
was still wincing in pain, but 
the perp wasn’t done, leav-
ing his vehicle, and striking 
the driver’s head, neck and 
shoulder, before taking $80 
from his pocket.

Later that day, police ar-
rested the thug and recov-
ered the car.

Robbed landlord
A landlord allegedly 

robbed his Metropolitan Av-
enue tenant of fancy furni-
ture while the tenant was on 
vacation.

A witness told the tenant 
that his landlord entered the 
apartment near Olive Street 
on Jan. 17 and took $19,000 
worth of chairs and love seats 
— and even the toilet!

 — Aaron Short

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Tree hacked
A thief stole construc-

tion tools from the site of a 
future luxury hotel near N. 
11th Street on Feb. 21.

The perp broke into the 

Wythe Avenue site after 3 
pm and took two drills, while 
his friends spray painted a 
bitchin’ mural of a dragon 
on the fifth floor.

When the construction 
manager returned at 7 am the 
next day, he found the tools 
were gone and his building 
had some new artwork.

The site is under con-
struction by Two Trees, a 
DUMBO-based develop-
ment firm.

Los siruelos
A thief stole $7,000 from 

a Manhattan Avenue grocery 
store on Feb. 20.

The manager locked up 
his shop near Box Street at 11 
pm, and shortly afterwards, 
a thief kicked down a back-
yard door and took the cash 
from two registers. 

The road rage
At least three cars — in-

cluding one belonging to the 
neighborhood’s City Coun-
cilman — were stolen:

• A perp stole a Dodge on 
Frost Street at 4 am on Feb. 
23, waking its owner, who 
spotted the thief drive off to-
wards Manhattan Avenue.

• A thief swiped a Mer-
cury from Russell Street near 
Driggs Avenue between 8:30 
pm on Feb. 23 and 8:30 the 
next morning.

• Councilman Steve Levin’s 
11-year-old Honda Civic was 
swiped from Meeker Avenue 
early on Feb. 26. The incident 
was part of a trying day for the 
freshman lawmaker. At around 
the same time, his  Atlantic Av-
enue office was being broken 
into , though nothing was sto-
len there. — Aaron Short

Someone stole a painting

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A Williamsburg rabbi 
pleaded not guilty last 
week to molesting a 
youngster over a four-
year period.

Nechemya Weberman, 
52, vehemently denied 
that he abused the now-
16-year-old girl at his ar-
raignment on Wednesday 
in Brooklyn Supreme 
Court.

“He would die before 
he would molest anyone,” 

RABBI DENIES 
MOLESTATION

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Rules are made to be bro-
ken — especially if you’re a 
cop in Williamsburg.

A 94th Precinct officer 
has been openly flouting 
alternate-side parking rules 
by parking his Mustang on 
Roebling Street and promi-
nently displaying his police-
issued parking permit on his 
dashboard to avoid getting 
a ticket.

Residents have seen black 
Ford camping out in the 
same spot near N. Seventh 
Street for nearly two months 
while other drivers diligently 
moved their cars every Mon-
day and Thursday morning 
when the parking rules are 
enforced.

The officer, who works 
at the 90th Precinct, could 

not be reached, but a police 
source said that the cop some-
times displays his permit on 
its windshield after his late-
night shift if he can’t find 
any parking in the neigh-
borhood. 

The source added that the 
officer parked his car on the 
street legally this morning. 

But one resident claimed 
that the car has “never moved” 
from street, even after the 
heavy snowstorms. 

“Just this morning, the of-
ficer’s Mustang is the only car 
on that side of the street,” said 
one resident who declined to 
give his name. “Those spaces 
on Roebling are coveted 
spots. It makes no sense at 
all, and is wrong.”

It is unclear how wide-
spread the practice but the 
NYPD discourages officers 
abusing parking privileges.

W’burg cop 
parks a lot  
His ‘Stang never moves, 
even for alternate side

lice that the sex abuse oc-
curred between 2007 and 
2010.

Victim advocate leaders 
say that child molestation re-
mains a persistent and under-
reported problem in many 
communities.

“People still have a hard 
time talking about it,” said 
Joel Engelman. “If it does 
happen, people have a hard 
time going through the au-
thorities with it. The intim-
idation within the commu-
nity is very strong.”

Weberman is a member 
of “Vaad Hatznius,” roughly 
translated as “modesty pa-
trol,” a group that confronts 
members of the Hasidic com-
munity when they act immor-
ally, sources confirmed.

He’s out on $15,000 and 
will be in court again on 
March 9.

“Police officers have to 
apply for a parking permit 
and you have to know rights 
and wrongs,” said 94th Pre-
cinct community affairs of-
ficer Scott Adamo, patrols 
the neighborhood where 
the Mustang is parked. 
“If you misuse it, you can 
get in trouble, like any-
thing else.”

And the risks can be ex-
pensive.

Summonses issued for 

not following alternate side 
parking rules cost $45 — 
but if an officer who dis-
obeys the rules could lose 
vacation days or have his 
pay docked several hun-
dred dollars.

That doesn’t seem worth 
it, Adamo said.

“We have to move our 
car, everyone else has to 
move their car, and he has 
to move it too,” said Ad-
amo.

Residents say this po-
lice officer’s car never 
moves from the corner 
of Roebling and N. 
Seventh streets in Wil-
liamsburg. A placard in 
the window identifies 
the owner as a cop.

said Weberman’s attorney, 
George Farkas, calling the 
charges “horrendous, ter-
rible, [and] repulsive.” 

Farkas added that We-
berman “has a very high 
standing in the com-
munity and has helped 
troubled families in the 
past.”

Then he blamed the 
victim, saying that the 
family that brought the 
charges was “dysfunc-
tional.”

But the victim told po-

Rabbi Nechemya Weber-
man, accused of molesting a 
12-year-old over a four-year 
period, lives and works in 
this Classon Avenue building 
in Clinton Hill.
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The most creative 
and  fun restaurant 

on Earth!

BROOKLYN  222 7th Avenue  718-369-4104

15 FREE Toppings foryour Sundae or Banana Split!

Mousse Mountain
A Cheeburger

Signature
Dessert!

Your choice of at least

20 FREE Salad Toppings!
Invent Your Own Wrap!

Choose from
27 FREE Toppings
Plus a Free Sauce!
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WE HAVE A WHOLE
FLOCK OF TURKEYS!

Turkey Burgers,
Turkey Wraps,
Turkey Platters
Turkey Salads!

Kids Meals come in aFREE Classic Cruiser!
Now serving Naturewell®

Natural Angus Beef
No additives. No antibiotics.* 

No added hormones.* 100% Angus. 
100% American. 100% vegetarian fed.

100% fresh, never frozen.
*verified by 120 day affidavit.
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What a value!

CheePlatter

CheePlatter

 

Cheeburger Cheeburger has an 
unwavering dedication to quality,

value and friendly service.
We want all our products to be the best 

products you’ve ever tasted!
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cheeburger.com

Fast, but
 not

fast food
.

Your choice of at least

27 FREE Toppings!
on your burger, 
grilled chicken 
and 
grilled cheese!
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Our medley of four sauces are

a hit with our Fries and Rings

 Creamy Zesty Creamy Garden

 Cheese Horseradish Jalapeno Vegetablep gg
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378,000
Shake flavor
combinations

Ask for our shake of the day!

Locally owned and operated with pride

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

A violent scoundrel 
snatched a woman’s purse, 
then beat her up on Sixth 
Street, before being arrested 
on Feb. 22.

The 44-year-old lady told 
cops that she was walking to 
work, near Eighth Avenue, at 
around 11:15 pm, when she 
felt someone grab her from 
behind. The jerk snatched 
her purple handbag, then 
punched her in the face re-
peatedly and ran away, leav-
ing her with cuts and swell-
ing.

Cops then spotted the 
34-year-old thief minutes 
later and arrested him near 
Fourth Street.

Domestic bandit
A ballsy jerk snatched 

some kitchenware from a 
construction site on Butler 
Street on Feb. 25.

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops he was inside an 

apartment, which was under 
construction near Fourth Av-
enue, at around 7:30 pm when 
someone pushed open the 
front door. The thief scam-
pered in, grabbed a micro-
wave oven, then and ran 
back out.

Lost game
A thief stole a fancy vid-

eogame player from a man on 
14th Street on Feb. 23.

The 41-year-old victim 
told cops that he left his 
apartment, near Fifth Ave-
nue, at 2:20 pm, then came 
back three hours later to find 
his door open and his $600 
laptop and new Sony Play-
Station gone.

Pimpled thug
Three creeps stole a man’s 

cash then threated him on 
Sterling Place early on Feb. 
26.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops that he was near 
Sixth Avenue at 1:35 am when 
three men ran up to him.

“How much money you 
got?” one of them shouted. 
“Pull it out or you’ll get 
shot!”

The poor guy handed over 
$5 to the poetic perp while 
two of the thugs patted down 
the victim, snatched his cell-
phone.

No improvement
A crook jacked a bag and 

credit cards inside the Lowe’s 
hardware superstore on Sec-
ond Avenue on Feb. 23.

The victim told cops she 
left the store, which is on 
Ninth Street between Sec-
ond Avenue and the Gow-
anus Canal, at around 6:40 
pm and came back 20 min-
utes later. That’s when she 
discovered that someone had 

shattered the building’s front 
window and stolen a $150 
black leather bag full of 
credit cards.

Cameras in the parking 
lot show a man jumping into 
a silver, four-door Hyundai 
and driving away.

Cold north
A quick-moving crook 

stole a laptop from a South-
ern lady at a coffee shop on 
Union Street on Feb. 26.

The 30-year-old Teenssee 
lass told cops that she was at 
the Tea Lounge, near Sev-
enth Avenue, at around 8 pm. 
She left her bag near some 
couches and walked outside 
for 10 minutes, then discov-
ered her laptop, Blackberry 
cellphone and wallet gone.

and to steal about $6,000 
over the course of the next 
seven days.

Van plan
A crafty thief swiped a van 

on Sterling Place between 
Feb. 21 and Feb. 23.

The 50-year-old victim 
told cops that he parked 
and locked the white van 
near Sixth Avenue at 2:30 
pm on Feb. 21. He returned 
two days later and discov-
ered it gone.

 — Natalie O’Neill

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker 

Heights

Road report
At least two cars were bro-

ken into last week. Here are 
the annoying details:

• Someone stole cards, 
$100 and photos from a car 
parked on 82nd Street over-
night on Feb. 20. The vic-
tim told cops that he left 
his ride near Seventh Ave-
nue at around 9 pm and re-
turned at 7:40 am to find his 
stuff gone.

• Someone stole a purse 
from inside a car on Bay 

Ridge Avenue on Feb. 25. 
The victim told cops that 
she parked between 11th and 
12th avenues at around 6:45 
am and left her purse in the 
car. When she returned a few 
minutes later, the bag — and 
the jewelry and cards it con-
tained — was gone.

Honda horror
Two dudes stole the rims 

and tires from a Honda on 
72nd Street on Feb. 22. 

A witness told cops that 
she saw two guys in black 
hoodies pulling the jack 
move near Narrows Avenue 
at around 3 am before flee-
ing in a gray minivan. 

 — Alex Rush

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Hard job
A group of thugs beat up 

a delivery boy and stole his 
bike and food on Butler Place 
on Feb. 23 — but cops gave 
them a case of heartburn.

The 17-year-old victim 
told cops that he was work-
ing near Plaza Street East at 
8:25 pm when eight men be-
gan to hit him in the face and 

head. They forced him to the 
ground, stole his $300 moun-
tain bike, $15, and even the 
food he was carrying.

Cops arrested eight teen-
agers and charged them with 
felonies the same night.

Missing bike 
A jerk snatched a fancy 

motorbike from a sushi shop 
worker on Flatbush Avenue 
on Feb. 27.

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops he chained his 
$500 silver ride to a pole 
outside Sushi Tatsu, near 
Park Place, at around 9:30 
pm. The worker then watched 
a man break the locks and 
ride away.

Subaru smash
A thief broke into a car 

and stole a camera and other 
goodies on Pacific Street on 
Feb. 26.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops that she parked 
her 2004 Subaru Forester 
near Underhill Avenue at 
around noon and returned 
three hours later to find 
her window broken and her 
leather purse, Canon camera 
and Coach gloves gone.

 — Natalie O’Neill

Violent thug beats woman
Surveillance cameras were 

no help; they only show the 
front of the building.

Toyota swipe
A crook jacked a car from 

a senior citizen on 11th Street 
on Feb. 24.

The 68-year-old victim 
told cops that he parked the 
car, near Eighth Avenue, at 
11 am, then went to do some 
shopping. He came back and 
hour and a half later and dis-
covered that his 2001 Toyota 
Camry was gone — with no 
evidence of a break-in.

Bad patient
A slimeball stole some 

money from a hospital worker 
on Sixth Street last week.

The victim told cops that 
she was conducting a study 
on asthma on Feb. 16 at 
New York Methodist Hos-
pital, near Eighth Avenue. 
She wrote a participating 
patient a check but the jerk 
then used the routing num-
ber to make fake checks — 

By Thomas Tracy
The Brooklyn Paper

A horrific rape and attempted 
robbery at a Third Avenue bak-
ery on Friday has left merchants 
on the fledgling Gowanus busi-
ness strip on edge.

Police sources said a man in 
a ski mask crept into the Every-
body Eat Bakery near Carroll 
Street moments after a 22-year-
old employee opened at 8:55 
am. He flashed a gun and de-
manded cash, then beat and 
sexually assaulted the young 
woman when she said she had 
no money to give.

The thug stormed out of the 
bakery a few moments later, 
walking right past a video sur-
veillance camera as he made 
his escape.

The woman was taken to 
Kings County Hospital, where 
she was treated and released.

Cops from the 78th Precinct 
said they were pulling out all the 
stops in their search for the rap-
ist — welcome news to Third 
Avenue merchants.

“We can’t believe that some-
thing like this could happen, but 
it can get very quiet around 
here, especially in the morn-
ing,” said one Third Avenue 
business owner, who wished 
not to be named.

Friday’s rape was the second 
vicious attack to take place in 

By Alex Rush
The Brooklyn Paper

A gun-wielding man sexually 
assaulted and robbed two women 
in the span of about 40 minutes 
on Feb. 25 on 82nd Street in Bay 
Ridge, cops say. 

The first incident occurred be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues at 
around 11:15 pm. The perp ap-
proached a 44-year-old woman 
from behind and pointed a gun 
to her back. 

He pushed her into the build-
ing and yelled, “I’m going to kill 
you bitch” before jacking her cell-
phone and $6.

The mugger also unzipped his 
pants and tried to unzip the vic-
tim’s jacket before she fought him 
off. He finally fled.

About 20 minutes later near 
Fifth Avenue, the same jerk ap-
proached a victim, showed off a 
handgun, and forced his victim 
behind a building, where he sex-
ually assaulted her.

The perp then took her cell-
phone and fled.

“The investigation is ongo-
ing and we’re taking this very se-
riously,” said 68th Precinct Deputy 
Inspector Eric Rodriguez. “It’s an 
unusual incident; there aren’t many 
sexual assaults around here.”

This is the first sexual assault to 
be reported within the confines of 
the Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights 
precinct this year. The last sex-
ual assault was three years ago, 
Rodriguez said.

Sex predator in Ridge

Vicious rape on Third

By Helen Klein
The Brooklyn Paper

Another one of Bay Ridge’s be-
loved old churches is going to be 
demolished for development — 
and locals aren’t happy.

Salam Arabic Lutheran 
Church on Ovington Avenue, 
which was recently sold by the 
New York Lutheran Synod  for 
$1.5 million , will be replaced by 
a five-story, 25-unit apartment 
building, according to plans filed 
on Feb. 16 with the city.

“Do we need 25 more apart-
ments? No,” said preservationist 
Victoria Hofmo, who lamented 
both the increase in density the 
construction will bring and the 
loss of a community treasure, a 
70-year-old church modeled af-
ter one in Denmark.

“In Bay Ridge, there’s no way 
to develop without destroying 
something — and we’re tired of 
it,” Hofmo added.

But the new owner of the 
site, Xi Wu, said he was sur-
prised to hear about local dis-

appointment.
“I spoke to a lot of people and 

nobody told me they were sad 
about it,” he told us.

Declining parish populations 
are encouraging congregations 
to sell off their greatest asset — 
their buildings. 

Usually, the buildings are 
demolished — but they don’t 
need to be.

In December, the Lutheran 
Synod sold Salem Lutheran 
Church, at 67th Street near Fourth 
Avenue, to St. Matthew’s Church, 
for $2.65 million. That building 
will remain.

But a year earlier, the nearly 
century-old Bay Ridge United 
Methodist Church was sold to 
a developer for $9.75 million 
and was promptly torn down. 
When the real-estate boom went 
bust, the site was sold to the city, 
which is building a new pub-
lic school.

Salam Arabic Lutheran 
Church opened as the Salem 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran 

Church to be 
demolished
Ridge site just half-block 
from former Green Church

Salam Arabic Church on 
Ovington Avenue is going 
to be torn down to make 
way for a 25-unit apartment 
building.
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Church in 1942. 
The building, between Third 

and Fourth avenues, was trans-
ferred from the shrinking Dan-
ish congregation to the Arabic 
one in 1995, and renamed, but it 
could not survive a cash-strapped 
Synod.

the area in recent months, 
the merchant claimed: A 
woman was brutalized 
on Third Avenue near 
Seventh Street over the 
summer, although the 
crime was not reported 
at the time.

“There isn’t a lot 
of foot traffic around 
here,” she said. “Until 
we get better security 
measures, we’re going 
to make sure our doors 
are locked when we’re 
not busy.”

The merchant revi-
talization on Third Av-
enue between Ninth and 

Carroll streets has just begun, with 
only a handful of new stores and 
eateries popping up among a strip 
dominated by warehouses, plumb-
ing supply companies and the Al-
Madinah Islamic School.

Yet some defiant store keep-
ers say Friday’s attack isn’t go-
ing to scare them off.

“[The attack] was shocking be-
cause we’re in a good neighbor-
hood, but I still feel pretty safe,” 
said Joe Salimeri of Pizza Cotta-
Bene near Carroll Street. “We 
watch each other’s backs.”

Anyone with information 
is encouraged to call Crime-
Stoppers at (800) 577-8477. All 
calls will be kept confidential.

Jeffrey Adler watches a video of 
the assault suspect steps from the 
scene of Friday’s rape inside a Third 
Avenue bakery.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

FAST, SIMPLE,
UNLIMITED*

4G INTERNET?

Want

The answer is CLEAR®.
With CLEAR super fast 

UNLIMITED* 4G internet, 
you can download big 

files, video-chat and 
stream live TV as much as 

you want, whenever
you want, wherever you 

want in CLEAR coverage. 
So choose a plan today 

and get UNLIMITED 
use that really means 

UNLIMITED use.* 

* Unlimited plans subject to CLEAR’s Acceptable Use Policy, 
posted at www.clear.com/legal/aup.

* *Limited Time offers. Coverage not available in all areas. 
Taxes, additional restrictions, equipment and other charges 
apply. See clear.com for details.

Clear Store                         
347-394-2417                     
21-45 86TH Street             

Crown Heights Electronics    
347-787-2983
189 Utica Ave

Toptech Electronics         
347-435-0420              
383 Knickerbocker Ave

New Skyline Wireless
347-653-4433
934b Broadway           

Edgar Computers
718-926-6141
223 Wyckoff Ave

718-312-8341
168 7th St & 3rd Ave

macsupportstore.com
support@macsupportstore.com

 The Mac
Support Store

Authorized Reseller

Authorized Service Provider

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 4/4/2011

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 4/4/2011

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 4/4/2011

$877
$13
Value
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Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation

FREE Installation

FREE Delivery

DERMER
 PHARMACY & SURGICAL

 2064 Flatbush Ave. (718) 377-4900 
www.dermerpharmacy.com  (Corner Avenue P) fax: (718) 252-6050
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BROOKLYN HEIGHTSFORT GREENE

PARK SLOPE

Call it ‘BAR-clays Center’
New nightlife scene emerges as Nets arena rises

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

Dozens of enraged Park Slop-
ers stormed a community board 
meeting on Monday night to ob-
ject to a liquor license for  a con-
troversial bar at the corner of 
Flatbush and Sixth avenues  — 
but the protesters quickly learned 
that they were too late: the li-
quor license had been granted 
earlier this month because no 
one raised an objection.

Akiva Ofshtein was granted 
his license by the State Liquor 
Authority on Feb. 16 for his lo-
cation inside  the former Royal 
Video store  about a block and 
a half from the under-construc-
tion Barclays Center basketball 
arena.

He had notified Community 
Board 6 back in November of 
his intention to seek the license. 
The board had 30 days to object, 
but it did not.

As a result, Ofshtein’s attor-
ney George Karp filed for the li-
cense application on Jan. 18, and 
the liquor agency granted the li-
cense — actually three, for bar 
service in the main restaurant, a 
basement lounge, and a backyard 
area — on Feb. 16 following a 
hearing in Manhattan, at which 
no objections were raised.

“If they don’t show up to the 
hearing, I assumed no one is con-
cerned,” said Karp.

That was a bad assumption, if 
Monday night’s meeting is any 
indication. After the obligatory 
complaints that they had not been 
informed about Ofshtein’s bid 
for a license, locals went on the 
attack against the Canarsie na-
tive’s bar itself.

“This is Park Slope, not the 
Lower East Side!” said Paul Zu-

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Fifth Avenue’s beloved old-man 
bar, O’Connor’s, will get a makeover 
and expansion just in time for the 
Barclays Center to open a couple 
blocks away — but the owner says his 
loyalties are to longtime customers, 
not the thousands of sports fans who 
will fill the arena next year.

Come summertime, the no-
frills dive will be expanded to in-
clude an upstairs restaurant with 
seating that serves “good, off-the-
bone Irish-American food” and — 
for the first time — beer on tap. It 
will be three times bigger and one 
story taller.

“We’re trying to keep the old look, 
but modernize it a bit,” said owner 
Mike Maher, who has run the bar, 
near Dean Street, for three years.

Maher said that the renovation 
and retooling had nothing to do with 
the 19,000-seat arena rising one 
block away, but the arena is sure to 
draw a crowd of sporty types from 

outside Park Slope to a place that’s 
now only popular with a small band 
of regulars. 

And some of those elbow-bend-
ers are disappointed.

“There won’t be that same 
run-down feeling,” said Dan My-
ers, who founded the blog,  Here’s 
Park Slope .

Even a bartender admitted this 
week that “the vibe might change” 
in a bar that was founded in 1934, 
and hasn’t changed through World 
War II, the white flight of the 1950s, 
the urban turmoil of the 1960s and 
the gentrification of the 1990s.

But not everyone is upset.
“The times, they are a chang-

ing,” said regular John Lonergan. 
“You must go with the flow. When 
I used to come here more than 20 
years ago, it was all Korean War 
vets. The Old Guard is gone. Now 
it’s all Yuppies.”

O’Connor’s [39 Fifth Ave. at 
Dean Street in Park Slope, (718) 
783-9721].

Slopers too late to stop bar
Despite protest, Prime 6 already has license

O’Connor’s gets a 
pre-Nets makeover

Fifth Avenue’s beloved old-man bar, O’Connor’s, will get a 
makeover. Bar regular Dan Myers isn’t so thrilled with the idea.
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moff, an area broker who echoed 
the sentiment of dozens of resi-
dents.

The business will occupy a prime 
spot in what is already a nightlife 
hub, one that will undoubtedly 
get busier with the arrival of the 
Brooklyn Nets. The battle against 
the bar can be seen, in part, as a 
proxy battle for the lost war over 
Atlantic Yards.

“The use that you proposed is 
not acceptable to this community,” 
warned Sue Jacobs, a St. Marks 
Avenue resident.

That said, it’s unclear what “use” 
Ofshtein is actually considering. 

By Laura Gottesdiener
The Brooklyn Paper

Hotel? No tell.
The owners of a vacant 

four-story apartment build-
ing across the street from the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic have put the site on the 
market — and they’re try-
ing to generate excitement 
by marketing it as the perfect 
“hotel opportunity.”

“The location is irre-
placeable,” said David Hub-
schman, a broker at Pru-
dential Douglas Elliman, 
referring to the world-re-
nowned cultural institution 
steps away and the Barclays 
Center basketball arena two 
blocks to the south that will 
be completed next year.

“Just think about all 
the cultural events,” Elli-
man added. “You’re talk-
ing about hundreds of ho-
tel rooms a year.”

In other words, it’s now 
worth $5.5 million — up 
from the $3.4 million that 
the current owners paid in 
2007.

Current zoning allows 
roughly six stories in height, 
but air rights from a neigh-
boring building, plus the 
inclusion of a community 

Location, location, location
Building owner thinks lot would make perfect hotel

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

All the stars of Brooklyn Heights — from the legend-
ary preservationists who saved the neighborhood decades 
ago, to the bloggers who keep the fire burning today — 
came out for the Brooklyn Heights Association’s annual 
meeting on Monday night at Plymouth Church.

The 100-year-old group doled out its awards for com-
munity service, did some housekeeping, argued over some 
local issues and invited education expert Diane Ravitch 
to speak about public schools before everyone repaired 
to a back hall to consume a limited supply of wine.

The housekeeping portion of the night was interest-
ing to the insiders: the organization is running a slight 
deficit, its lawsuit against the state over the Tobacco 
Warehouse redevelopment is still controversial, heli-
copter noise continues to bother people, and everyone 
pretty much supports the expansion of PS 8 in a K-8 in-
stitution (way to go, Princpal Seth!).

The best moment came after President Jane McGroarty 
was asked about what the group is doing about rogue 
cyclists.

“You know, each group [pedestrians, cyclists, driv-
ers] thinks the other group are the a—holes,” she said, 
drawing guffaws throughout the church where Henry 
Ward Beecher once held sway.

In other words, can’t we all just get along?
Next, Ravitch spoke eloquently, though not that lo-

cally, about the importance of proper support for public 
schools, the downside of merit pay and the short-sighted-
ness of Mayor Bloomberg’s obsession with testing.

But the highlight of the night came earlier when Brook-
lyn Heights Blog Publisher Homer Fink was honored 
for “outstanding community service.”

A blogger winning an award for “outstanding com-
munity service”?

Have pigs taken flight?
Certainly not. Look, we may be his biggest compet-

itor, but Fink — whose real name, John Loscalzo, was 
revealed to his many readers at the ceremony — does 
a great job with his blog.

That said, he’d be nothing without us, and our free 
copy — nothing, we tell you!

The Riverside Tenants Association was also honored 
for its long-running battle to save its courtyard from be-
coming a garage.

A big night 
for the BHA

Tom Stewart of the Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion presents a “community service” award to 
Brooklyn Heights Blog Publisher John Loscalzo.
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space, would allow the new 
owners to build more. A ren-
dering put out by the sellers 
shows a nine-story hotel, fea-
turing a rooftop deck.

There is no guarantee that 
the purchasers will build a 
hotel, though hoteliers re-
main bullish on Brooklyn.

Ever since the Marriott 
Hotel on Adams Street  dou-
bled its capacity in 2006 , the 
borough has been on a room 

binge. Gowanus has become 
home to several small hotels, 
and two more hotels will join 
Hotel Le Jolie in Williams-
burg, including a 73-room 
 lodge by DUMBO titans Da-
vid and Jed Walentas .

Duffield Street just to the 
west of the BAM Cultural 
District will soon by  home 
to four new hotels .

Throughout this hotel 
craze, the BAM Cultural Dis-

trict has remained a bed-and-
breakfast area only — though 
that will likely change when 
Bruce Ratner’s basketball 
arena is done.

“A hotel is something 
that has been proposed for 
a long time,” said Council-
woman Letitia James (D–
Fort Greene). 

“People are anticipating 
the arena, which would ne-
cessitate a hotel.”

The four-story apartment 
building across the street 
from the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music might become a 
nine-story hotel (right). The 
current building on the site 
(above) is smaller and does 
not occupy the lot’s entire 
footprint.
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By Thomas Tracy
The Brooklyn Paper

Freshman Rep. Michael 
Grimm opened his district of-
fice on 13th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights on Feb. 26 — and 
his constituents couldn’t be 
happier.

“It’s good it’s here,” res-
ident Alex Lintov told us as 
he looked at the small store-
front office between 73rd and 
74th streets, right between the 
Prestique Beauty Spa and C-
Gal Jewelers. “I really like 
[Grimm]. I think I’m going 
to go in there and see him 
someday.”

Lintov was not alone: Bor-

ough President Markowitz 
and Councilman Vincent 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) — 
both Democrats — toured 
the office on Saturday after-
noon, noshing on cookies and 
cupcakes topped with Amer-
ican flags as they soaked in 
the serene, powder blue walls 
adorned with paintings of the 
Verrazano Bridge and the Co-
ney Island boardwalk.

“This is nice. [The walls 
are] the same color as my 
bathroom,” one onlooker re-
marked.

Grimm, a Republican who 
represents Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, Gravesend and Ben-
sonhurst opted for Dyker 

Heights because it has very 
few legislative offices.

“Throughout the cam-
paign, I heard over and 
over again that the Brook-
lyn side of this district had 
been neglected in the past,” 
Grimm said. “This office is 
one of the first steps I’m tak-
ing to make sure that every-
one knows I’m very excited 
about representing them and 
working with them to make 
this community better than 
it is already.”

Nick Curran, Grimm’s 
Brooklyn district director, 
said he and constituent ser-
vice representatives Liam 
McCabe and Clorinda An-

narumo would be handling 
day-to-day concerns rang-
ing from Social Security sna-
fus to immigration problems. 
The office will also act as a 
base of operations as Curran 
and his team attends commu-
nity meetings and functions 
for Grimm, who promised to 
be on the Brooklyn side of 
the cross-harbor district as 
often as possible when he’s 
not in D.C.

Rep. Michael Grimm’s 
Brooklyn office [7308 
13th Ave. between 73rd 
and 74th streets in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 630-5277]. 
Monday through Friday, 9 
am-5 pm.

Rep. Grimm opens Brooklyn offi ce
DYKER HEIGHTS

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4503

Akiva Ofshtein is under fire for 
his plan to open a bar in the 
old Royal Video shop at Flat-
bush and Sixth avenues. 
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In an interview, he told us that he 
has yet to decide what type of res-
taurant his place will be, decid-
ing between a “California kitchen” 
and a steakhouse, possibly named 
Prime 6. 

But either way, he insisted, his 
restaurant is for locals.

“I am gearing up for a Park Slope 
clientele,” he said, promising a May 
opening.

The bar will serve food until 4 
am, feature two large televisions, 
a private party area, “acoustic mu-
sic,” and an outdoor garden area 
— which residents said must be 
removed from his plans.

“My goal is not to turn people 
away or make them angry,” said Of-
shtein, a lawyer by trade who said 
he worked as a waiter for years and 
managed the now-shuttered Tavern 
on the Green from 1997 to 1998.

“Our ultimate goal is to have a 
high-end style Manhattan restau-
rant in Brooklyn,” he claimed.

But that image was betrayed 
by Ofshtein’s  Prime 6 Myspace 
page , which featured suggestively 
posed women, and Facebook page 
which included a link to the “Prime 
6 mixed CD,” created by hip hop 
artist DJ Big Jeff, who has songs 
titled, “Motha F–ka, I’m Ill” and 
“New Money.”

Ofshtein disavowed any in-
volvement with the pages, saying 
they were done by an independent 
business to drum up interest in his 
venture. 

But the explanations struck a 
disingenuous chord with residents, 
who said Karp’s client was a fish 
out of water.

“He made it very clear that he is 
not interested in being a good neigh-
bor,” said Jen Abrams, a Park Place 
resident. “So what sort of business 
owner is he going be?” 
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Brooklyn College

Professional Advancement and Continuing Education

You
have a purpose.

We
have a program.

TESOL

English Language Learning

Non-Profit Management

HR certificate programs

Test preparation

Academic skills

College prep

Certificate programs

Health care careers

Legal careers

Computer technology

Brooklyn College Professional Advancement and Continuing 

Education offers many programs for adults and young people across 

many interests — including vocational training, career advancement, 

academic and test preparation.

All classes are taught by highly qualified professionals on the beautiful 

Brooklyn College campus.

Come see what we can do for you by visiting us online at 

www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/pub/departments/pace.

L ike most people, you’ve probably 
heard that physical activity and ex-

ercise are good for you. Many experts 
believe that exercise is the single most 
important thing an individual can do to 
improve his or her health. Studies have 
shown that older adults have much to 
gain by staying physically active. Despite 
this fact, the majority of Americans do 
not get regular exercise. Unfortunately, 
this inactivity increases with age.

Regardless of age, physical activity 
helps the body maintain, repair and 
improve itself. One of the best ways to 
stay physically active is to make it a life-
long habit. Set yourself up to succeed 
right from the start by incorporating 
exercise into your everyday routine. The 
positive benefits of exercise include:

diabetes

ligaments flexible 

risk of falls

composition, with a higher 
proportion of muscle than fat

disease, stroke and hypertension

particularly self-esteem
Some examples of popular and benefi-

cial forms of exercise for seniors are brisk 
walking, swimming, jogging, bicycling, 
golfing and using exercise machines. 
Seniors are more susceptible to exercise-
related injuries than the general popu-
lation. To prevent injuries, they should 
start slowly and gradually build up to 
more strenuous exercises. A minimum 
of 30 minutes of moderate exercise on 
most days of the week is enough to build 
up a senior’s level of physical activity.

Family members play a key role in get-
ting seniors started on, and committed 
to, exercise programs. Sometimes, family 
members mistakenly believe that their el-
ders risk unnecessary danger by exercis-

physical activity can do a world of good.

have different effects on the body. 
Therefore, a combination of aerobic, 
resistive strength and flexibility ex-
ercises is recommended. Those with 
known medical conditions should seek 
the advice of an exercise expert and a 
physician before beginning a vigorous 
exercise program.  

By Florence Shadlen, M.D., Chief of Geriatrics, New York Methodist Hospital

mers — quickly establishing 
the show as a central element 
of the city’s vision for  a bus-
tling amusement area  extend-
ing from the Cyclone to be-
yond MCU Park, the home 
of the Cyclones minor league 
baseball team.

But a Ringling Bros. 
spokesman said that the cir-
cus’s June-September Coney 
show no longer “fit into the 
schedule.”

“We already committed to 
shows in the Pacific North-
west,” said the spokesman, 
Stephen Payne.

Insiders surmised that the 
circus hadn’t made as much 
money as it hoped to.

“They opted out of the 
agreement because they 
were having trouble mak-
ing the numbers work,” said 
Michele de Milly, a spokes-
woman for Taconic Partners, 
which leased the site to Ring-
ling Bros.

Payne declined to address 
the money question, saying 
only that the circus hopes to 
return next summer.

The decision to ditch Co-
ney Island is a major blow to 
the city, which had touted the 
circus as  a key step in trans-
forming  the once-neglected 
area into a year-round tour-
ist destination.

Ringling Bros. preceded 
other amusement area oper-
ations, including Luna Park, 
 which opened last summer , 
and Scream Zone, which will 

add two new roller coasters 
and other rides this spring. 
Both were operated by Cen-
tral Amusement, the Italian-
based outfit whose 10-year 
lease from the city is also 
part of the Bloomberg ad-
ministration’s long-term re-
vitalization plan.

But without the Great-
est Show on Earth, Central 
Amusement is now the only 
show in town. 

The city insists that the 
circus’s departure is a mere 
bump in the road.

“While the circus would 
have been great, it’s no longer 
necessary to make Coney Is-
land a draw,” said Economic 
Development Corporation 
spokeswoman Julie Wood. 
“There’s a full calendar of 
exciting events in Coney 
Island this summer, head-
lined by Scream Zone and 
Luna Park.”

Opponents of the may-
or’s vision for an upscale 
Coney Island were quick to 
predict that Central Amuse-
ments would also soon bow 
out, another big-time oper-
ator who couldn’t make the 
predicted killing in a small-
time, past-its-prime neigh-
borhood.

“Coney Island will forever 
be a poor man’s Boardwalk,” 
said Shoot the Freak owner 
Anthony Berlingieri, whose 
popular arcade game was 
bulldozed earlier this year, 
though it is  slated to return 
for one more season .

preoccupied before my cate-
gory and I was basically just 
hanging out with my crew af-
ter it, so I don’t know. 
AS: What is it in your 
film that Academy vot-
ers responded to most? 
What’s the formula?
LM: This was my thesis film 
at NYU’s graduate film pro-
gram. In film school, you’re 
just trying to do your best. It 
works against you if you think, 
“Who likes it and who doesn’t 
like it.” I thought I was mak-
ing something only would re-
ally like and there was some 
weird paradox where it became 
something plenty of people re-
ally liked.
AS: OK, let’s get to the 
good stuff: Which ce-
lebrities did you get to 
meet? Did any recog-
nize you or talk about 
your film?
LM: Sure, yeah, it’s wall-to-
wall. Normally, when you see 
a famous person, you avoid 
eye contact so not to bother 
them. They all recognized me 
from the awards, said con-
gratulations. It was a surreal 

thing. Kevin Spacey, Justin 
Timberlake, Danny Boyle, 
Amy Adams and Jake Gyl-
lenhaal. Tom Hanks, Paul 
Rudd, Mark Ruffalo. Mi-
chelle Williams — she’s re-
ally nice. I was just trying 
to soak it in. I wasn’t trying 
to wheel and deal. A college 
friend texted me, “Say hello 
to Helen Mirren.” And she 
walked by me near the aisle, 
so I showed her the text and 
she said, “Who’s that?”
AS: What were the parties 
like? Did you crash any?
LM: Yes, we went to Cha-
teau Marmont, then went to 
the Vanity Fair party, then 
we tried to go to Madon-
na’s party which was full 
and then we wrapped up 
the party at Mel’s Drive-in 
at 3 am and saw Nia Varda-
los from “My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding.” They were a blur. 
It’s rare that I go to more than 
one party in a week than a 
night, let alone get driven to 
one in a limo. 
AS: Where are you go-
ing to put it?
LM: I think my mom might 
take it.

Continued from page 1
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like yellow taxis.
Many say the new rules 

would make them feel more 
comfortable about hailing the 
so-called “black cars.”

“It would be great to regu-
late them so you’d know ex-
actly what price you’re going 
to get,” said Fort Greene res-
ident Marie Schumacher. “I 
would take those cabs more 
if they had meters.”

Yellow cabbies are among 
the opponents to the plan.

“The mayor is proposing 
a second tier taxi market that 
will make second-class citi-

zens of taxi drivers,” Bhairavi 
Desai, spokesman of the New 
York Taxi Workers Alliance 
said in a statement.

But the city maintains 
that the mandatory naviga-
tion system in hailed livery 
cabs would allow the Taxi 
and Limousine Commission 
to crack down on Manhat-
tan pick-ups, which would 
still be banned.

Agency spokesman Allan 
Fromberg added that revenue 
generated from the license fees 
paid by hailed liveries would 
fund increased enforcement 
of illegal pick-ups.

crime had any connection to 
the lawmaker’s day job, even 
though the office is filled 
with enough city secrets to 
keep G. Gordon Liddy ex-
cited for months.

Adule has been charged 
with burglary, criminal mis-
chief and trespassing, said 
Jerry Schmetterer, a spokes-
man for District Attorney 
Charles Hynes. Adule has a 
prior conviction for assault-

and white treat through metal 
detectors, into the hotel, 
where Secret Service then 
inspected it.

Once the party started, 
about 200 guests — including 
Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn (D–Manhattan) and 
the vice president — toasted 
the congresswoman. Nikol-
opoulos also scored an in-
vitation. 

“I guess they liked me,” 
he said. “I tried to talk about 
cake — not politics.”

Jamie Ansorge, a spokes-
man for the congresswoman, 
said the expensive dessert will 
be reported as an in-kind con-
tribution by March 31, when 
the first-quarter fundraising 
reports are submitted.

“It was a beautiful cake 
and added to the festive feel 
of the event.” 

Biden could not be reached 
for comment, but The Brook-
lyn Paper described the treat 
to one of his staffers.

“You’re making me hun-
gry,” he quipped.

proposal.
And the work — includ-

ing painting and seat place-
ment — could bring some 
350 jobs, according to Mike 
Schweinsburg, a spokesman 
for Councilwoman Sara Gon-
zalez (D–Sunset Park), who 
represents the neighborhood 
where the finishing work may 
be conducted. 

Karsan USA’s president is 
William Wachtel, one of the 
founding partners of the pow-
erful law and lobbying firm 
Wachtel & Masyr, whose client 
list includes  Forest City Ratner , 
Home Depot and  IKEA .

Backers said their support 
has nothing to do with poli-
tics — the Karsan V1 is just 
cool, featuring a rooftop so-
lar panel and flashing to alert 
cyclists, pedestrians and mo-
torists which door is opening. 

It’s also the best design for 
people in wheelchairs.

But it was the jobs, jobs, jobs 
that had locals cheering.

“Anything that creates more 
jobs is welcome,” said Bor-
ough President Marko witz. 
“Regardless of who wins the 
‘Taxi of Tomorrow’ competi-
tion, if they want to finish the 
taxis right here in Brooklyn 
— they have my vote!”

The company won a pub-
licity coup recently when  its 
design was selected  as the fa-
vorite by 65-1/2 percent of 
respondants to the Taxi and 
Limousine Comission pas-
senger survey.

Still, the city would not 
show its hand.

“We have three very strong 
final contenders and they are 
being evaluated as we speak,” 
said agency spokesman Al-
lan Fromberg. 

Continued from page 1
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ing a man in 2007 after trying 
to steal DVDs from a now-de-
funct dollar store on Church 
Avenue in Ditmas Park — an 
act that landed him in jail for 
five days.

Far less is known about the 
car thief up in Greenpoint. 
But cops from the 94th Pre-
cinct certainly aren’t sur-
prised that a car as desir-
able as Levin’s 11-year-old 
Honda was swiped. Over 
the past month, there have 
been eight stolen cars in the 
precinct — the majority be-
ing Hondas or Toyotas, said 
94th Precinct Deputy Inspec-
tor Terence Hurson. 

“Honda Civics are a big 
steal,” Hurson said. “They’re 
popular cars and they get sto-
len.”

How popular? Even after his 
office was broken into, Levin 
was still bemoaning the loss 
of his beloved wheels.

“I really liked that car,” 
said Levin, specifically cit-
ing its Barack Obama sticker, 
dent on the driver’s side and 
a bungee cord holding up the 
front bumper.

Continued from page 1

LEVIN…

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Someone kidnapped the 
kitschy little statue that serves 
as the mascot and good luck 
charm at Barbes bar. 

The bust of a mustachioed 
Venezuelan healer-turned-
cult figure Jose Gregorio was 
swiped from the Ninth Street 
bar earlier this year, and loyal 
regulars are now on mini-
manhunt for a “creepy, hip-
ster-looking” suspect. 

The theft might be a prank, 

Mascot stolen from Slope bar
but bar owner Olivier Co-
nan doesn’t think it’s funny. 
The stubby little thing has 
sentimental value and Co-
nan just wants it back — no 
questions asked.

Jose Gregorio was a 19th-
century doctor who,  legend 
has it, performed miracles . 
He was a loner who treated 
the poor for free, studied at 
a monastery and died in a 
tragic car accident. In the 
statue, he is depicted with 
dark eyebrows, a yellow tie 

and sad brown eyes. 
The statue had been 

perched in the window be-
tween the bar and the con-
cert room for nine years. But 
then on Jan. 10, a slow Mon-
day night, it went missing 
— and a real-life who-dun-
nit ensued.

Only four people were in 
the bar’s concert hall in the 
back, including one tall and 
drunken 20-something who 
“looked affected” and “stood 
with alone a slouch,” said 

waitress Grace Kendall.
“I got a bad feeling from 

him,” recalled the gumshoe 
booze-slinger, adding that he 
was hovering over the statue, 
near the bar’s more-typical 
50-something crowd. “He 
was out of place.”

Soon after, bartender Justin 
Lane Briggs noticed an empty 
spot in the window, where the 
statue once stood.

“It was a ‘gasp’ moment,” 
Briggs said. Sure enough, 
Gregorio was gone.

This bust of Jose Gre-
gorio once resided at 
Barbes in Park Slope.
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Sharp benefit
On March 4, Steve Buscemi and his wife, 

Jo Andres, host a benefit for the avant-garde 
Issue Project Room at its future Downtown 
home on Livingston Street.

The evening will feature the concert pre-
miere of “Trilogy” by Elliott Sharp, one of the 

most-prolific jazz gui-
tarists in the city and a 
long-time Issue Project 
Room supporter. The 
performance features 
film work by Andres 
and text and narrative 
by Buscemi — but the 
smart (OK, the cheap) 
money is skipping the 
fancy benefit and head-
ing to the American 
Can Factory the next 

night to catch Sharp performing his newest 
work, “Flexagons.”

Elliott Sharp at Issue Project Room [110 
Livingston St. at Boerum Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 330-0313], March 4 at 8 pm. 
Tickets $50 ($250 for a pre-concert cocktail 
reception). Sharp at the American Can Facto-
ry [232 Third St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 330-0313], March 5 at 5 pm. Tickets $35.
 — Meredith Deliso

M U S I C

Let’s face it, everyone loves “The Mi-
kado.”

The satirical Gilbert and Sullivan light mu-
sical was Regina Opera’s most successful pro-
ductions when staged nearly 10 years ago, so the 
Bay Ridge troupe decided to bring it back with 
a full-scale production 
from March 5 to 13.

Set during late 1800s 
Japan, the comic plot 
follows the love affairs 
of the royal residents of 
Titipu: the Mikado; the 
elderly Katisha, who is 
set to marry the Mika-
do’s son, Nanki-Poo; 
his dear love, Yum-
Yum; and her fiancee, Ko-Ko.

The Japanese setting was mainly a device to 
allow the writers to satirize Victorian mores at a 
time — 1885 — when such things were not done. 
Still, there’s some authenticity in the company’s 
production; Regina soprano Yoko Yamashita, 
who was trained in Japanese classical dance, has 
been helping with the choreography.

“Our show goes from real Japanese dance 
all the way to British musical vaudeville cho-
reography,” said Lehr. “We’re having a lot of 
fun with it.”

“The Mikado” at Regina Hall [1210 65th St. 
at 12th Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 259-2772], 
March 5-6, 12-13 at 3 pm. Tickets $23 ($18 for 
students and seniors, $5 for teens, and free 
for children). For info, visit www.reginaopera.
org. — Meredith Deliso

T
hey say boxers make the best dancers. 
The same could be said about the team 
behind “Beautiful Burnout,” a frenzied 

look at the so-called “sweet science” that left 
me dizzy — and not in a good way.

After witnessing this high-octane pu-
gilistic passion play, appearing for the 
first time in the U.S. at St. Ann’s Ware-
house in DUMBO, I felt like I went three 
rounds with Mike Tyson. The simple story 
swarmed me with so many superfluous 
characters and side stories that I had no 
idea what was going on. Before I knew 
it, I was down for the count.

The play takes place in Scotland, but this 
meandering blitzkrieg came straight out 
of Brooklyn; co-director Steven Hoggett 
got the idea for “Beautiful Burnout” when 
he was working on the National Theatre 
of Scotland’s “Black Watch” at St. Ann’s 
in 2008. His cast used the showers at the 
nearby Gleason’s  Gym following perfor-
mances, and Hoggett was enamored by 
the young boxers he met there.

Thanks to the “Rocky” franchise and 
movies like “The Fighter” and “Raging 
Bull,” there are plenty of rules (not all 
of them Queensberry) on how to make a 
good boxing drama, but Hoggett ignores 
most of them.

Instead, his play repeatedly speeds 
up and sputters as Hoggett jams every-
thing he learned and everyone he met at 
Gleason’s Gym into a trim 90-minute tale 
about Cameron Burns (Ryan Fletcher), a 
young, dumb scrapper who joins an am-
ateur boxing club with dreams of being 
a big-time contender.

Under the tutelage of trainer Bobby Bur-
gess (Ewan Stewart), Burns and a crew of 
young pugilists — which include “Million 
Dollar Baby” clone Dina Massie (Vicki 
Manderson) as eye candy — soon learn 
that boxing can crush your spirit as eas-

ily as your cheekbones.
But they’re grateful for the beat downs: 

As Burns and the other fighters are being 
chewed up and spat out one by one, they think 
about nothing but the cool nicknames they’re 
going to use once they get in the ring.

They also do a lot of dancing: The fre-
quent sparring montages are put to pound-
ing club music, making them vaguely rem-
iniscent of Tae Bo videos.

Hoggett and co-director Scott Graham 
do choreograph the boxing matches well, 
freezing every punch so we can get a brief 
glimpse of what’s running through the 
fighter’s mind at the moment of impact.

Sadly, many of these moments are spent 

on the banal supporting cast, which is 
pretty much forgettable. Even Burns’s 
character isn’t all that interesting.

The play is often saved by its moral 
center, Carlotta (wonderfully played by 
Blythe Duff), who kept the audience en-
gaged as she went through the paces of a 
boxing mom, from the initial fears about 
her son’s decision to become a boxer to, as 
she puts it, “becoming a bloody extra in 
‘Gladiator,’” then back to worrying over 
what her young fighter has become.

That dramatic blow is, of course, saved 
for the last act, but by then, thanks to all 
the undercard bouts, I had already thrown 
in the towel.

Not enough punch
‘Beautiful Burnout’ at St. Ann’s leaves us down for the count

T H E AT E R

British books
It’s a British invasion at BookCourt!
Two notable cross-pond scribes will hit the 

Cobble Hill bookstore on March 10 for a fun 
night of satire and music — with a little read-

ing thrown in.
Author Jonathan 

Coe’s book, “The Ter-
rible Privacy of Max-
well Sim,” is a Eng-
land-set satire about 
the disconnectedness 
of modern life.

Then Wesley Stace 
(pictured) — the former 
Englishman who music 
lovers know by his nom 
de guitar, John Wesley 

Harding — will celebrate his new book, “Charles 
Jessold, Considered as a Murderer,” a mystery 
about a composer who kills his wife and her lover 
the night before his opera premieres.

The British folk tradition figures promi-
nently in the historical drama, so Stace might 
break out his guitar.

“I don’t think as an author you should feel 
yourself required to do a tap dance just because 
you can, but there is one song, ‘Little Musgrave,’ 
that is very pertinent to my book and would elo-
quently set up the scene,” said Stace.

Cheers, mate.
Wesley Stace and Jonathan Coe at Book 

Court [163 Court St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
March 10 at 7 pm. Free. For info, visit www.
bookcourt.org. — Meredith Deliso
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4TH AVENUE 4TH AVENUE

www.therockshopny.com

TACO 
REVOLUTION

MONDAY: 1/2 off Wings & $3 Domestics
TWO FOR TUESDAY: 2 for 1 Well Drinks all night

WEDNESDAY: Pitcher of Beer Special
LOCAL DJ’S EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT!

Come watch all March Madness 
games on one of our 10 flat screens 

$3 cans and $4 drafts during game

Mission
Dolores

TACO HAPPY HOUR
$2 Tacos (Chicken, Pork, Bean and Potato only)

That weird beer bar 
at 4th and Carroll

4th
& Carroll

PARK SLOPE /GOWANUS
BROOKLYN Root Hill Cafe

Yum-Yum!

By Ethan Alter
The Brooklyn Paper

G
allic glamour comes to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic this month.

A 25-film retrospective de-
voted to iconic French screen 
legend Catherine Deneuve 
showcases the star’s many incar-
nations, from the young ingénue 
who won moviegoers’ hearts in 
the 1964 musical “The Umbrel-
las of Cherbourg,” to the stately 
grande dame who proves more 
than a match for her overbear-
ing husband in the new com-
edy, “Potiche.”

“After watching that movie 
at the Toronto Film Festival 

last year, I knew I wanted to 
do something around her,” said 
Florence Almozini, director of 
film programing at BAM, who 
kicks off the series on March 
4 with a screening of “Pot-
iche,” followed by a Q and A 
with the actress. “She always 
has this image of the beauti-
ful, cold blonde, and yet she 
has played in comedies to per-
fection and still does.”

Indeed, Deneuve earned that 
image thanks to such films as 
Roman Polanksi’s chilling 1965 
psychological horror movie “Re-
pulsion,” François Truffaut’s 
1969 film “Mississippi Mer-
maid,” and Luis Buñel’s 1967 
art-house provocation “Belle de 

Jour.” Then again, she also did 
the over-the-top 2002 musical 
comedy “8 Women.”

The retrospective includes 
them all, though Almozini 
hopes the star’s earlier work 
shines through.

“I hope younger audiences 
will be able to experience her 
early films,” said Almozini. 
“Those movies are 40 years 
old and still feel fresh.”

“Deneuve” at the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [651 
Fulton St. near between 
Rockwell and Ashland places 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], March 4-31. Tickets 
$12, $7 members. For info, 
visit www.bam.org.

Quel magnifi que!
BAM does a Catherine Deneuve 
retrospective starting March 4

Pow!: Eddie Kay stars as the up-
and-comer Neil Neill and Vicki 
Manderson brings some angry 
eye candy as Dina Massie in 
“Beautiful Burnout”, a play about 
boxing currently running at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse.

The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension
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Blonde beauty: Catherine Deneuve has been an enduring French film star for over 
40 years. Find out why when the Brooklyn Academy of Music curates a retrospective 
of her work, including the 1965 pyscho thriller “Repulsion,” beginning March 4.
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 “Beautiful Burnout” at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. between Dock 
and Main streets in DUMBO, (718) 254-
8779], through March 27. Tuesdays-Sat-
urdays, 8 pm; matinees on Saturdays and 
Sundays. Tickets $60-$70. For info, visit 
www.stannswarehouse.org.

T H E AT E R



WOOD-BURNING 
OVEN PIZZA & 

ECLECTIC CUISINE

NEW IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Sunday–Thursday Special: FREE Margherita Pizzetta 
with any entree or appetizer

221 SMITH STREET

NOW SERVING WEEKEND BRUNCH
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS, 11–4

Enjoy dishes like Steak Benedict, Duck Fritatta, BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich or 
Apple Pancakes. PLUS the best homemade cornbread in town!
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play. $18. 8 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at President Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklyn lyceum.com. 

MUSIC, THE NEW COLLISIONS, 
THE FAST ROMANTICS, BOSS 
CHARLES: Pop-rock. $8. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “THE LEGEND OF BUSTER 
NEAL”: Jackie Alexander’s play 
about fi ve generations of African-
American men. $25 ($15 senior and 
student discounts). 8 pm. Restora-
tion Plaza [1368 Fulton St. at Marcy 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 
209-3370], www.zerve.com/bholi-
dayinc./buster. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL BURNOUT”: 
The National Theatre of Scotland re-
turns to Brooklyn with a play about 
boxing. $60-$70. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. at Dock 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

MUSIC, ISSUE PROJECT ROOM BEN-
EFIT: Hosted by Steve Buscemi and 

Jo Andres and featuring perfor-
mances by Elliott Sharp, Jack Quar-
tet, Sirius Quartet, Jack Womack, 
and Tracie Morris. $50 ($250 for a 
pre-concert cocktail reception). 8 
pm. Issue Project Room [110 Livings-
ton St. at Boerum Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 330-0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

FILM, “REPULSION”: As part of the 
Catherine Deneuve retrospective. 
$12, $7 members. 9:40 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

SAT, MARCH 5

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A MAD-

MAN”: 2 and 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
March 4. 

THEATER, “ROUGH MAGIC”: 2 and 
7:30 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “TREASURE ISLAND”: 3 

FRI, MARCH 4
READING, PIPER KERMAN: Author 

of “Orange in the New Black.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

FILM, “POTICHE”: As part of the 
Cath erine Deneuve retrospective. 
Followed by a Q and A with the 
actress. $12, $7 members. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, “THE NIGHTINGALE AND 
OTHER SHORT FABLES”: Opera 
by Igor Stravinsky conducted by Jo-
hannes Dubus. Russian with English 
subtitles. $35. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, “TREASURE ISLAND”: 
Robert Louis Stephenson’s classic 
pirate tale gets adapted for the 
stage. $20-$45. 7:30 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 488-
9233], www.irondale.org. 

THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A MAD-
MAN”: Geoffrey Rush stars as the 
titular madman in an adaptation of 
Gogol’s darkly comic short story. 
$20-$95. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey The-
ater [651 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “ROUGH MAGIC”: The De-
partment of Theater performs this 
modern retelling of Shakespeare’s 
“The Tempest.” $15, $12 seniors, $6 
students. 7:30 pm. New Workshop 
Theater at Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. at Hillel Place in Flat-
bush, (718) 951-4500], depthome.
brooklyn.cuny.edu/theater. 

DANCE, “FROM BAROQUE TO HIP 
HOP”: The Brooklyn Ballet Com-
pany performs Balanchine, baroque, 
hip hop and original choreography. 
$25, $15 for students and seniors. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Ballet [160 Schermer-
horn St. between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown, (718) 246-
0146], www.brooklyn ballet.org. 

THEATER, “THE AMERICAN CLOCK”: 
Brave New World Repertory per-
forms Arthur Miller’s Depression-era 

and 8 pm. See Friday, March 4.
THEATER, “THE AMERICAN CLOCK”: 

3 pm. See Friday, March 4. 
THEATER, “THE LEGEND OF BUSTER 

NEAL”: 3 pm and 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 4. 

THEATER, “THE MIKADO”: The Re-
gina Opera Company does the Gil-
bert and Sullivan classic. $23 ($18 for 
students and seniors, $5 for teens, 
and free for children). 3 pm. Regina 
Hall [1230 65th St. at 12th Avenue 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 232-3555], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL BURNOUT”: 4 
pm and 8 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

MUSIC, ELLIOTT SHARP AND 
FRIENDS: $35. 5 pm. Issue Project 
Room [232 Third St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 330-0313], www.
issueprojectroom.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZ: Concert honoring fe-
male musicians. $15 ($12 in advance). 
6:30 pm. Fashion Rock [1489 Fulton 
St. between Throop and Tompkins 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 594-7607], www.fashionrockny.
com. 

DANCE, “FROM BAROQUE TO HIP 
HOP”: 8 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Se-
lections by Mozart, Dvorak Piano 
Trio, with Anastasia Khitruk, violin. 
$35 ($30 senior, $15 student). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street and Furman Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.
barge music.org. 

MUSIC, LIFE IN A BLENDER: 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SUN, MARCH 6

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “ROUGH MAGIC”: 2 and 

7:30 pm. See Friday, March 4. 
MUSIC, “THE NIGHTINGALE AND 

OTHER SHORT FABLES”: 3 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A MAD-
MAN”: 3 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

DANCE, “FROM BAROQUE TO HIP 
HOP”: 3 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE MIKADO”: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 5. 

THEATER, “THE LEGEND OF BUSTER 
NEAL”: 4 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL BURNOUT”: 4 
pm. See Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE AMERICAN CLOCK”: 
7 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

OTHER
BROOKLYN BOOZE EXPERIMENT: 

Get ready for the booziest cook-off 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
March 5

Good golly, 
Miss Mali
Get ready to hear a 
new voice when Sway 
Machinery performs 
songs from its soph-
omore album, “The 
House of Friendly 
Ghosts, Volume 1.” 
The who’s who band 
of city music has 
recruited Malian 
vocalist Khaira Arby 
to perform and she 
adds a dose of inter-
national energy to 
the bands already 
powerful sound.   

8 pm. Sway Machinery at 
the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510]. Tickets $18 (at the 
door). For info, visit www.
thebellhouseny.com.

TUESDAY
March 8

Mardi 
mania
This Mardi Gras get 
the taste of the 
Caribbean as Purple 
Yam hosts the 
mother of all Carni-
val dinners. The Trin-
idad and Tobago 
menu will have you 
stuffed with rich, 
fatty foods from 
guest chef Ramin 
Ganesharm (pic-
tured), so be sure to 
wear your fat pants 
this Fat Tuesday. 

7 and 9:30 pm. Carnival 
at Purple Yam [1314 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Argyle and Rubgy roads 
in Ditmas Park, (718) 940-
8188]. $55 prix fixe. 
Reservations required. 
For info, visit www.
purpleyamnyc.com. 

THURSDAY
March 10

Stuff it!
Hey, Brooklyn taxider-
mists, you’re doing it 
wrong. The animal 
preservation hobby 
has seen a resurgence 
of late but budding 
taxidermists should 
take a page from 
Melissa Milgrom’s 
new book “Still Life: 
Adventures in Taxi-
dermy,” which follows 
eccentric naturalists 
and gifted museum 
artisans — all devoted 
to preserving the 
dead in the most life-
like way possible.

7 pm. Melissa Milgrom at 
powerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049]. Free. For info, visit 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

THURSDAY
March 10

Draw a line
Usually, when we start 
talking about redis-
tricting, your eyes 
start to glaze over. 
But redistrcting is 
sexy! The Bay Ridge 
Democrats have put 
together a panel fea-
turing hunky wonks 
like former Village 
Voice writer Wayne 
Barrett and former 
Parks Commissioner 
Henry Stern. And our 
own editor Gersh 
Kuntzman will be 
moderating, so you 
know things will get 
out of hand.

7:30 pm. Good Shepherd 
Church (7420 Fourth Ave. 
at 74th Street in Bay 
Ridge). Free. For info, 
visit www.bayridge-
democrats.org.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, MARCH 7
Community Board 10 Parking 
Fairness Initiative. Stakeholders 
meeting. 7 pm. Community Board 
10 District Office [8119 Fifth Ave. at 
81st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-
6827], www.bkcb10.org.

TUES, MARCH 8
Community Board 1. Combined 
public hearing and board meeting. 
6:30 pm. Swinging ’60s Senior 
Center [211 Ainslie St. at Manhattan 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 389-

0009], www.cb1brooklyn.org.  

WED, MARCH 9
Community Board 2. Full board. 6 
pm. YWCA [30 Third Ave. between 
State Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 596-5410]. 
Community Board 6. Full board. 
6:30 pm. Long Island College 
Hospital [Hicks Street between 
Atlantic and Pacific streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027], www.
brooklyncb6.org. 

THURS, MARCH 10
Community Board 10 Parks, Cul-
tural Affairs, Communications and 
Public Relations Committee. 7 pm. 
District Office [8119 Fifth Ave. at 
81st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-
6827], www.bkcb10.org. 
Bay Ridge Democrats. Star-studded 
panel on redistricting featuring former 
Village Voice writer Wayne Barrett, 
former Parks Commissioner Henry 
Stern, and Brooklyn Paper Editor 
Gersh Kuntzman. 7:30 pm. Good 
Shepherd Church (7420 Fourth Ave. at 
74th Street in Bay Ridge), www.bay-
ridgedemocrats.org.
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Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College • 2900 Campus Road, Brooklyn 
On-site paid parking available/2 train to Flatbush Avenue

Sponsored by:

Saturday, March 19, 2011 at 8pm
With a career including more than 50 recordings 

and three Grammy Awards, South Africa’s cultural emissary 

continues to thrill audiences with its rich a cappella arrangements 

and joyously energetic performances.

740 Bergen Street  (Corner of Washington)

www.dsjustdesserts.com

How may we 
EXCITE you?

SUNDAY
March 6

Street beat
Catch the second day 
of the two-day Site 
Fest, which turns 
Bushwick into a 
neighborhood-wide 
gallery. The number 
of acts is simply over-
whelming, so grab a 
map, but make sure 
not to miss the Bel-
gian choreographer 
who will perform an 
endurance piece on 
the street — literally 
dancing until she 
drops, said festival 
organizer Chloe Bass. 
You know you want 
to be there when it 
happens.

1 pm-midnight. SITE Fest 
(various locations in 
Bushwick). Tickets $5 per 
show ($10 day pass). For 
info, visit www.artsin-
bushwick.org/site2011.

En pointe: Kingsborough Performing Arts Center hosts the St. 
Petersburg Ballet Theatre this March 6 for a diverse program of 
classic and modern pieces. Think of it as ballet for beginners.

We make lovers 
of Tiramisu from 
people who don’t 

even like it ... really!

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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LOWEST PRICES ON ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS OF APPLIANCES TV'S AND BEDDING

EXCLUSIVE
‘NO LEMON’
GUARANTEE.

‘WE’LL BE THERE’
DELIVERY
GUARANTEE.

DOUBLE THE
DIFFERENCE
PRICE GUARANTEE.

WE DELIVER EVERYDAY
INCLUDING SUNDAY

Always the

& DEPENDABLE ADVICE.
LOWEST PRICE

Always Factory Brand New.

APPLY TODAY!
QUICK 2MINUTE APPROVAL!

2361 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn(Off the Corner of Ave J)

718-253-4700 • (888-271-7497 Appliance Parts Only)

Monday-Friday 9am-8pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am-6pm

Shop Us 24/7 at www.shopeba.com Layaway Available
*Special terms apply to purchases charged with approved credit to the EBA card issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Regular minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional period. interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the regular APR if the purchase balance
is not paid in full within the promotional period or if you make a late payment. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 27.99%. The APR may vary. The APR is given as of 12/31/10. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. Minimum purchase is $399.99. Offer ex-
pires 3-31-11. **Rebates are issued as a NECO Alliance Visa Reward Card issued by The PrivateBank and Trust Company pursuant to a license from Visa USA, Inc, and may be used wherever Visa Debit cards are accepted. The PrivateBank and Trust Company; Member FDIC. NYC Consumer Affairs Lic. #0905375

FREE Gas Range Re-Install
and Removal!
With any Range purchase,
at time of delivery only.

NO MAIL-IN REBATE!
FREE Appliance Removal

& Haul Away!
We will remove & haul away your old
disconnected appliance, at time of delivery only.

NO MAIL-IN REBATE!

Apartment Size
Refrigerator
•2 Adjustable Slide-Out Fresh Food Shelves
•Clear Crisper with Glass Cover
#HAIER HRF10WNDWW

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$32999$32999

18 Cu Ft Refrigerator
•Textured Doors •Energy and
Temperature Control #ET18SCRF
Available in showroom only

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$34999$34999

Super
Price!

Bottom Freezer Refrigerator
•SpillSafe Glass Shelves
•18cu. ft. •Slide-out drawers
•Glide-Out Shelves
•Clear dairy door #HAIER HBQ18JAD

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$59999$59999

26 cu.ft. Side by Side
Refrigerator
•Glass Shelves •2 Crispers
•Ice and Water Dispenser #WRS6W1EW
Available in showroom only

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$69999$69999

bottom
mount

30” Gas Range With
4 Sealed Burners
•(3) 9,500 BTU Burners
•(1) 11,500 BTU Burner
•Lower Broiler Drawer
#WFG114SVB

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

on sale 399.99
mail-in rebate

-50.00

$32999$32999

20” Gas Range With
4 Sealed Burners
•Space-Saving 20" Width
•Drop-Down Broiler
•Electronic Ignition
#TGP200VDQ

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$25999$25999

30” Self Cleaning Gas Range
W/ 4 Sealed Burners
•14,000 BTU Quick Boil Burner
•Low-Simmer Burner
•5.0 cu. ft. Capacity #FFGF3023LW

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$34999$34999
Final Cost

Available In

Stainless
Steel!

24” Wall Oven
•Glide Out Lower Broiler •Electronic Clock & Timer •EasySet Oven Control
#FGB24L2AB

Range Hood
•Fan and Light #413001

$49999$49999
$22999$22999

$3999$3999

30” Gas Cooktop
•Electronic Ignition #FFGC3005LW

ice/water
dispenser

SAVE $500.00

WAS $1599.99
SALE 1199.99

**LESS Mftr Total
Mail-In Rebate $100.00

Final Price $1099.99

GET ALL 4
APPLIANCES

FOR ONLY

$109999$109999
Final Cost

4-PC
APPLIANCE
PACKAGE

$109999

6.0 cu. ft. Capacity Dryer
•3 Drying Cycles •4 Temp Options
•Auto Dry •Dewrinkle Cycle
#GTDX200EMWW

Super Capacity Plus Washer
•24 Wash Cycles •4 Water Levels
•HydroWave Wash System
#WWSE5240G

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

$29999$29999

YOUR
CHOICE

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

You Get:
Frigidaire 18.2 cu. ft. Refrigerator
•2 SpaceWise Adjustable Shelves, 2 Humidity Controlled Crispers, Clear Dairy Door #FFTR1814LW

Frigidaire 30" Freestanding Gas Range with 4 Sealed Burners
•quare Steel Grates, 4.2 cu. ft. Oven Capacity, Ready-Select Controls #FFGF3013LW

Frigidaire Stainless Steel 1.6 cu. ft. Over-the-Range Microwave Oven
•1,000 Cooking Watts •10 Power Levels •300 CFM Variable Speed Ventilation #FFMV162LW

Frigidaire Full Console Dishwasher
•5 Wash Cycles, 14 Place Settings, Delay Start, Energy Saver Plus Cycle #FFBD2409LW

Front Load Steam Washer
•4.2 cu. ft. Capacity •Vibration Control System
•Fresh Water Rinse •Certified Allergen Cycle
#FAFW4221LW

Pedestals Optional

Super Capacity Dryer
$499.99
•7.0 cu.ft. •Ultra-Capacity
•10 Dry Cycles
• DrySense
Technology
#FAQE7021LW

$39999$39999
Final Cost

on sale 499.99
mail-in rebate with dryer -100.00

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t takes a tough shopkeeper to make 
a tender wine.

And Adam Goldstein, who owns 
the Red White & Bubbly shop on 
Fifth Avenue, is a fighter in your cor-
ner. His Brooklyn Wine Company, 
launched in 2005 with simple red and 
white varieties and prices that had 
them flying off the shelves, is back 
with three new versions that celebrate 
how great wine can be when you’re 
not being ripped off to buy it.

See, the problem is, most vint-
ners are sitting there in their French 
chateau or their Spanish bottega de-
vising the perfect, price-is-no-object 
wine. If it works out, they’ll sell it 
for $1,000 a bottle. If it doesn’t work 
out, is an average bottle of wine that 
you’ll still pay too much for.

But Goldstein goes about winemak-
ing from the retail perspective.

“I figure out what I want the bot-

tle to cost, and then I mix and match 
grapes that can keep me at that price 
point,” he said.

So in the case of his new “Brook-
lyn Red” ($12.95), that means lots of 
Cabernet Franc and Merlot grapes, 
but just a hint of the sometimes pricey 
Cabernet Sauvignon.

And in the “Brooklyn White” 
($11.95), the vast majority of the 
grapes are Chardonnay, with just a 
hint of Riesling.

And an earlier vintage, a 2005 
Grand Army Meritage that’s still on 
sale at the shop, used two varieties 
of Cabernet Sauvignon grapes, but 
only 10 percent were from the high-
priced bins destined for wineries try-

ing to get you to spend more.
All of Goldstein’s grapes come 

from Long Island or the Finger Lakes 
region, so frugality is key.

“Twenty-five dollars is too much 
for a New York wine for most of my 
customers,” he said.

So how do the new varieties taste? 
The Brooklyn Red has a peppery 
nose that leads to a spiciness (from 
the Cabernet Franc) and the taste 
of dark fruits. It’s a medium-bod-
ied wine that would beautifully cut 
through the fat in a skirt steak, while 
also serving as the dutiful cheerleader 
on the sidelines when you’re tucking 
into a fancy New York strip.

The white is full of apples, pears and 
honey (the Chardonnay speaks!), with a 
big upfront nose and sweet fruit. It lin-
gers without a heavy mineral finish.

And the sparkling wine? We put 
a bottle of the $19.95 pseudo-Cham-
pagne in the fridge for when the Pu-
litzer for wine criticism is announced. 
This story is a shoe-in.

U
nbuckle your seatbelts and get 
ready for the newest bits, bites, 
and of course, delicious gossip, 

from a restaurant near you.
Silly sammies: Looking for the 

perfect post-opera nibble? Green-
point’s  Halcyon Gourmet  has got 
you covered. The “Nixon in China” 
sandwich is inspired by an opera of 
the same name currently playing at 
the Met, and features Chinese Five-
Spiced, Hoisin-Braised Beef Short-
Rib with Fennel and Daikon Slaw 
on a soft bun. Wonder what “The 
Flying Dutchman” would taste like? 
Hurry though — this special sand-
wich, like the opera, has a strictly 
limited run…

Pass the pig: Gear up for the 
rigors of Lent with a feast of porcine 
proportions at  Tommaso Ristorante  in 
Bath Beach. Their eagerly anticipated 
Carnevale celebration runs from Feb. 
25 to March 8, and features a belly-
busting array of traditional Italian 
favorites, served family style. Don’t 
forget to pay your respects to the de-
licious guest of honor, a whole suck-
ling pig grinning from his throne of 
lettuce and oranges!

South American Slope: Bet-
cha can’t guess 
what kind of food 
newly opened Park 
Slope resto, Colom-
bia, serves. Operat-
ing out of the space 
on Fifth Avenue between Fifth and 
Sixth streets formally occupied by the 
Italian deli, Pollio, empanadas and 
carne asada are set to take the place 
of mortadella and ham cappy.

Land ho: We see a new nau-

tical dive on Bushwick’s horizon! 
 Grub Street offered a first look  at the 
Anchored Inn, the seaweed-draped 
brainchild of Half King bartenders 
Adrienne Dowd and Carmen Mello. 

Although the 
theme doesn’t 
seem to fully 
extend to the 
menu (the req-
uisite beer and 

shot special for $5, boiled peanuts), 
the deep sea diver by the front door 
seems ready to party. 

Flippin’ fantastic:  Jake’s Way-
back Burger  plans to open its first 
city franchise in our fair borough. 

Take that, Manhattan! Jake’s signa-
ture sign, inspired in design by clas-
sic American roadside burger joints, 
has been spotted Downtown on Liv-
ingston Street, just east of Adams 
Street. Work is being done, but no 
word yet on when the branch will be 
open for belly-bustin’ business. 

Presto change-o! Kush Café 
has becoe Hill Café in Clinton Hill, 
and chef Samual Beket (no, not the 
Existential playwright!), will be 
bringing a taste of his Ivory Coast up-
bringing to the restructured French-
American menu. The café promises 
“fare rich in exotic spices with veg-
etarian-friendly options that offer 

much more than a glorified side of 
vegetables.” Someone tell PETA!

G’bye, mate:  Grub Street reports 
 that Williamsburg’s Aussie-themed 
eatery, Wombat, has closed its doors. 
That leaves D.U.B Pies, Sheep Sta-
tion, or (gasp!) Outback Steakhouse 
for grub from down under.

We hardly knew ye: Another 
one bites the dust in Williamsburg, 
 but according to Eater , it may not 
be for long. The seven-month old 
Southern restaurant, Honeychiles’, 
just may swap its cramped digs —lit-
erally the side window of the Charles-
ton bar on Bedford — for a full, self-
sustaining Billyburg space.

Say wha? Although hot chef du 
jour Nate Smith, formerly of the Spot-
ted Pig, opened Dean Street in Pros-
pect Heights just one month ago,  the 
New York Times reported  that he’s 
already moved on. And it wasn’t 
an amicable split either. Apparently, 
Smith drew the line at TV being 
played during dinner hours, and 
commented that he “didn’t want to 
be part of a sports bar.” Smith and 
his wife, pastry chef Sophie Kamin, 
are looking to start a new project in 
Williamsburg “sooner rather than 
later.” 

No Coke — Pepsi:  Cheeburger 
Cheeburger has opened  at the cor-
ner of Seventh Avenue and Third 
Street in Park Slope. The Florida-
based chain is named after a line in 
an old “Saturday Night Live” sketch 
— fortunately not from “Samurai 
Delicatessen.”

Marius divorce: There’s work 
being done at the Marius Cafe on 
Henry Street, which closed for “ren-
ovations” over the summer.  Our 
friends at Brownstoner report  that 
a sign in the window of the new place 
at the corner of Union Street says it 
will be called “Tessa and Luco.” Too 
bad; Marius had decent bagels.

By Sarah Zorn

Red, white & cheap

Cheers: Adam Goldstein of 
Red White and Bubbly not only 
sells wine, but he makes it, too. 
This year, he’s introduced three 
new varieties: a peppery red, a 
fruity white and a who-needs-
France sparkling wine.

One operatic sandwich

Halcyon Gourmet on Banker Street in Greenpoint was so inspired 
by the opera “Nixon in China” that chefs created a “Nixon in 
China” sandwich featuring short ribs with Chinese slaw. 
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 Brooklyn Wine Company 
wines at Red White & Bubbly 
[211 Fifth Ave. between Union 
and President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 636-9463].
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278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

4G speeds delivered by HSPA+ with enhanced backhaul. Available in limited areas. Availability increasing with ongoing backhaul deployment. Requires 4G device. Learn more at att.com/network.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. Sweepstakes is open to legal residents of New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut who are at least 18 years of age. Sweepstakes commences at 1:00 PM ET on January 31, 2011, and ends at 11:59 PM ET on March 5, 2011. Two methods of entry: 
Enter online at www.yankees.com/attsweeps or text TRIP to 89269 to enter. For Sweepstakes Official Rules, visit www.yankees.com/attsweeps. Standard text messaging rates apply for text message entries. Check your service provider for pricing plans and service availability. Sponsor: AT&T Services, 
Inc., 208 S Akard St., Dallas, TX 75202. VOID OUTSIDE OF NEW YORK, NEW JERSEY, CONNECTICUT, AND WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. Claim based on licensed and roaming areas. All New York Yankees trademarks and copyrights are owned by the New York Yankees and are used with the permission 
of the New York Yankees. Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee up to $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See 
contract, rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during  first 30 days, but a $35 
restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $150 or $325 applies depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with gov’t obligations & 
chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Inspire 4G with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo. data plan required is $99.99. Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Smartphone requires 
minimum DataPlus (200MB); $15 will automatically be charged for each additional 200MB provided on DataPlus if initial 200MB is exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which the allowance is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to 
att.com/dataplans. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

with 2-year wireless service agreement on voice 
and minimum $15/mo data plan required. 

Location: 
Stage 6 @ Steiner Studios 
Brooklyn Navy Yard
15 Washington Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11205

Contact: 347-464-0777
Free to attend with preregistration.
$10.00 at the door.

®
Sponsorship opportunities available!

EXHIBITOR SPACE FROM $495

March 15, 2011
                                   9AM–3PM

 Network with over 175 exhibitors providing 
   innovative products and services.

 Attend seminars and panel discussions 
   to learn about best business practices  
   from industry experts.

 Meet more than 1,000 key decision 
   makers and business leaders.

PROUD MEMBER OF

Produced by

N tt k ith

JOIN US FOR BROOKLYN’S 
     MOST EXCITING BUSINESS EVENT

          HOSTED BY FORMER FOX 5 NEWS  
              ANCHORMAN JOHN ROLAND           

yet, as amateur chefs cre-
ate dishes using beer or 
liquor. $20 (advance); $25 
(at the door). 1–5 pm. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thefood experiments.com. 

FILM, “DEM BUMS”: The his-
tory of the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers. Free with museum 
admission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-4411 X 246]. 

THEATER, “ANNE OF A 
THOUSAND DATES”: 
Staged reading of Alan 
Magill’s comedy. Free. 2:30 
pm. Kings Highway Branch 
of the Brooklyn Public Li-

brary [2115 Ocean Ave. be-
tween Kings Highway and 
Quentin Road in Midwood, 
(718) 339-2783], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

FILM, “GENEALOGIES OF 
A CRIME”: As part of the 
Catherine Deneuve retro-
spective. $12, $7 members. 
4:30 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MON, MARCH 7
READING, JONATHAN EVI-

SON: Author of “West of 
Here.” Free. 7 pm. Book-
Court [163 Court St. between 
Pacifi c and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “TREASURE IS-
LAND”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

SAT, MARCH 12

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A 

MADMAN”: 2 and 7:30 pm. 
See Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “TREASURE IS-
LAND”: 3 and 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 4.

THEATER, “THE AMERICAN 
CLOCK”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
March 4. 

THEATER, “THE LEGEND OF 
BUSTER NEAL”: 3 pm and 
8 pm. See Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE MIKADO”: 3 
pm. See Saturday, March 5. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL 
BURNOUT”: 4 pm and 8 
pm. See Friday, March 4. 

OTHER
READING, TREVOR COR-

SON: Author of “The 
Secret Lives of Lobsters.” 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at Eastern 
Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100].

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

RICHARD KRATZENBERG, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

COMEDY, HOT TUB: Variety 
show hosted by Kristen 
Schaal and Kurt Braunohler. 
$5 in advance, $8 at the 
door. 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, MARCH 8
FILM, “AMARCORD”: Com-

ing-of-age fi lm directed 
by Fellini. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100], www. 
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, BROWNSTONE 
POETS: Open mic followed 
by poets Davidson Garret 
and Susanna Rich. Free. 7 
pm. Tillie’s [248 DeKalb Ave. 
at Vanderbilt Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 783-6140], 
www.tilliesof brooklyn.com. 

READING, JENNIFER GIL-
MORE: Author of “Some-
thing Red.” Free. 7 pm. Book-
Court [163 Court St. between 
Pacifi c and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

FILM, “THE CREATURES”: As 
part of the Catherine De-
neuve retrospective. $12, 
$7 members. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “TREASURE IS-
LAND”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A 
MADMAN”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL 
BURNOUT”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

WED, MARCH 9
FILM, “HEARTBEAT”: As part 

of the Catherine Deneuve 
retrospective. $12, $7 mem-
bers. 7 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “TREASURE IS-
LAND”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A 
MADMAN”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

READING, JOSHUA FOER: 
Reading from his new 
book, “Moonwalking with 
Einstein.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between South 
Elliott Place and South 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL 
BURNOUT”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4.  

THURS, MARCH 10
READING, NORA OLSEN: 

Author of “The End.” Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library Greenpoint Branch 
[107 Norman Ave. at Leon-
ard Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 349-8504].

READING, WESLEY STACE: 
Author of “Charles Jessold, 
Considered as a Murderer.” 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

TRIVIA NIGHT: Search exhibits 
for clues. 6:30 pm. $10, $8 
members, including one 

drink. 7–10 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

READING, MELISSA MIL-
GROM: Author of ”Still LIfe: 
Adventures in Taxidermy” 
by Melissa Milgrom. Free. 
7–9 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

FILM, “THE UMBRELLAS OF 
CHERBOURG”: As part 
of the Catherine Deneuve 
retrospective. $12, $7 mem-
bers. 7 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “TREASURE IS-
LAND”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A 
MADMAN”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE AMERICAN 
CLOCK”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 4. 

THEATER, “THE LEGEND OF 
BUSTER NEAL”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL 
BURN OUT”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

FRI, MARCH 11
FILM, “A MATTER OF RESIS-

TANCE”: As part of the Cath-
erine Deneuve retrospective. 
$12, $7 members. 2, 4:30, 
6:50 and 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “TREASURE IS-
LAND”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE DIARY OF A 
MADMAN”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

DANCE, “FROM BAROQUE 
TO HIP HOP”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “THE AMERICAN 
CLOCK”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 4. 

THEATER, “THE LEGEND OF 
BUSTER NEAL”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, March 4. 

THEATER, “BEAUTIFUL 
BURN OUT”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, March 4. 
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ALMOST 8 MONTHS  OF AQUATICS 
SPINNING  RACQUETBALL  BOXING 
WALLYBALL  CARDIO  DANCE  YOGA
S P O RT S  C O N D I T I O N I N G   S Q U A S H 
SOFTBALL  PILATES  MARTIAL ARTS    
GROUP CONDITIONING  JUNIOR SPORTS

OFFER ENDS MARCH 31 

FOR 7 MONTHS   +MARCH FREE

$785

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES 10/31/11. OFFER VALID ON FIRST VISIT, FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY, AND 
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. PHOTO ID REQUIRED AT JOINING. FACILITIES VARY.   

 BROOKLYN HEIGHTS  43 CLARK STREET  718 625-0500
 PROSPECT PARK  17 EASTERN PARKWAY  718 789- 4600
T R I B E C A   8 0  L E O N A R D  S T R E E T    212 966-5432
W W W . E A S T E R N A T H L E T I C C L U B S . C O M

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTSDENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½
April 18-26
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Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

On the very day Hall-
mark earmarks for 
love, my older son 

got a great lesson in how to 
win friends and influence 
people — and it wasn’t from 
giving out Valentines.

He, or I should say I, ac-
tually failed to hand out the 
usual heart-shaped suckers 
and drugstore-purchased pa-
per cutouts offering up su-
per-lame missives like, “I 
choo choo choose you!” to 
all and sundry.

Instead, my 9-year-old 
very strategically used the 
meager offerings inside my 
not-so-carefully curated care 
package — a fruit leather and 
an individual-sized package 
of Oreos — to find his way 
into the hearts of others.

At pick-up on V-day, Eli 

told me how the Oreos had 
won him back into the fourth-
grade boys’ War Club after 
he’d not so nicely lost his 
temper with its young leader. 
And then, the fruit leather 
got him promoted by the 
club’s second in command, 
“To Commander-In-Chief 
Two Stars!” he told me ex-
citedly.

My first thought was to 
lecture him on the evils of 
bribery. But then I remem-
bered the lessons of Poke-
mon.

See, Eli had always been a 
bit shy, pulling back at parties 
or in new situations, unsure 
of how to proceed. Then, in 
first grade, Pokemon came 
on the scene and, with a stack 
of cards in hand, he was all of 
a sudden meeting new kids 

on the playground and at re-
cess with great confidence 
and enthusiasm.

I had always sworn not to 
be one of those mothers who 
bought my kids things just 
so they would fit in, but it 
occurred to me then, watch-
ing Eli, that, like adults with 
alcohol, kids need social lu-
bricants, they need some sort 
of something that is mutu-
ally agreed-upon as some-
thing of interest, something 
of value to all involved.

I begrudgingly bought 
my boys Pokemon cards, 
as I have since then bought 
them (within reason) well-
beloved Legos, Hex Bugs, 
and Beyblades, relatively in-
expensive popular pastimes 
du jour that they can share 
with friends on the play-

Bribe friends, infl uence people

ground or at our house.
These are things that of-

fer them something to of-
fer to others, things that can 
act as teaching tools as they 
learn to give the more long-
lasting requisite gifts: kind-
ness and care of other peo-
ple’s feelings.

I don’t routinely send 
the boys with snacks so 
they can bribe classmates, 
but in this case, though, I 
was glad the holiday snacks 
came in handy. I did point 
out to Eli that losing his 
temper wasn’t good, that he 
was lucky to have been let 
back into the club at all. He 
wouldn’t always have Oreos 
and he needed always to try 
to be kind. But I had to com-
mend him for his admission 
of wrong-doing, his willing-
ness to sacrifice a precious 
snack as pay-back. That was, 
in the end, probably why he 
was let back in the club.

And it’s a valuable les-
son: People are only 
allowed in clubs if 

they are willing to negoti-
ate and to acknowledge when 
they’ve acted badly. It is only 
with such recognition and re-
pentance that we might again 
get in a friend or desired 
friend’s good graces.

This is a lesson I myself 
seem to have to learn and 
relearn again and again, a 
lesson that I am pained but 

pleased to watch my kids 
learn amongst their peers at 
a young age. They will for-
get and learn it again many 
times, I am sure, in so many 
ways. 

I didn’t want to reward 
Eli’s efforts at bribery, but 
in one form or another, it’s 
what we all have to do to 
make and/or keep friends: 
we have to do something for 
them. It’s not always stuff, 
of course, though sometimes 
it can be. 

I invite people over all the 
time with the promise of a 
home-cooked meal and some 
decent wine. Or I say I have 
a really good story to tell to 
get a friend to hang out with 
me. I offer a listening ear, 
or a car or a guest room or 
a cup of milk when a friend 
or neighbor is in need. 

In social situations, it is 
always and forever impor-
tant to figure what we have 
as collateral. It is a lesson 
best learned early that ev-
eryone has to get something 
out of a relationship to stay 
in it. And if you should wish 
to be part of a club, as Eli 
learned first-hand, you must 
be friendly and flexible, es-
pecially to its leader.

Making other people feel 
good — whether well-fed, en-
tertained or listened to — is 
the fastest way to make and 
keep friends. It’s not always 

easy to remember, but I try to 
remind myself and my kids of 
this fact often: playing well 
with others means thinking 
not only of what you can get, 
but of what you might give. 
And, more often than not, we 
will be stranded with only 
our words and deeds, with-
out an Oreo or fruit leather 
to be found. Then, the great 
hope is that lessons learned 
early on the playground, shar-
ing Pokemon cards or snacks, 
will translate into giving of a 
far more serious nature. 

My fingers are crossed that 
Eli’s early bartering is a good 
sign of his eagerness to engage 
fully in the difficult challenge 
of building and maintaining 
relationships, even when it 
means giving up something 
he might want.

International Academy — an 
Arabic culture school the city 
created — in Fort Greene that 
would lose 44 percent of its 
staff, or four of its nine teach-
ers. School officials there re-
fused to comment. 

The threat of layoffs bedev-
iled parents and educators. 

“Anything that creates lay-
offs is a bad thing,” said Jim 
Devor, a parent of a student 

at Middle School 51 on Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, which 
would only lose one teacher 
out of 60. “But it is unnec-
essary. There are other ways 
to balance a budget.”

Retired teacher Lewis 
Friedman agreed.

Friedman, who taught 
in Williamsburg and Parks 
Slope for 29 years, said he 
remembers the budget crisis 
of the 1970s, “when classes 

with it. 
“It makes me think you have 

to have connections,” said Lo-
rianne Gnahoui, an engineer-
ing student who considered 
applying.

Similarly, a Brooklyn 
adult who is mentoring a 
Brooklyn Tech HS gradu-
ate, added his own concerns 
about involving his protege 
in the program.

“They have set up a whole 
lot of students for disappoint-
ment and given them a hard 
lesson in cronyism,” he said. 
“It’s a back-door effort for 
Time Warner to reward leg-
islators.”

The two-month paid intern-
ship, dubbed Connect a Mil-
lion Minds, is open to anyone 
studying math or science with 
above a 2.8 GPA. 

But when The Brooklyn 
Paper called all 13 Brook-
lyn members of the minor-
ity caucus to inquire about 
obtaining a recommendation 
letter, we discovered a sys-
tem rife with incompetence, 
potential corruption, igno-
rance — or all three.

“We don’t give letters to 
people we don’t know,” said 
Demecia Wooten-Irizarry, 
chief of staff for Assem-
blyman Darryl Towns (D–
Bushwick). 

Other staffers for caucus 
members revealed a latter-
day patronage mill:

• Assemblyman Nick Perry 
(D–Flatbush): “It helps if we 
know their parents.”

• Assemblywoman An-
nette Robinson (D-Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant):“Well, 
we wouldn’t just give them 
to anyone walking down the 
street.”

• Assemblyman Hakeem 
Jeffries (D–Prospect Heights): 
“I don’t know the criteria; that 
wouldn’t be something that’s 
easy to explain.”

• Assemblyman Felix Or-
tiz (D–Sunset Park): “It’s the 
first I’ve heard of this pro-
gram.” 

• State Sen. Eric Adams 
(D–Park Slope): “I’m not 
just gonna give you a letter 
because you come into my 
office and ask for one. … I 
want to know your biogra-
phy, what church do you at-
tend, if you are a Boy Scout 
— stuff like that.”

But after he had a few days 
to think it over, Adams called 
us back to admit that the pro-
gram has a major flaw.

“The average person is pet-
rified of walking into a gov-
ernment office,” he said.

The other six members of 
the caucus — Assemblyman 
William Boyland, Assembly-
woman Inez Barron, state 
Sen. John Sampson, state 
Sen. Kevin Parker, state Sen. 
Velmanette Montgomery and 
state Sen. Martin Dilan — 
did not want to talk about the 
program. (An seventh cau-
cus member, Assemblyman 
Karim Camara, could not be 
reached for comment.)

Just before the internship 
program was launched in 2009, 

1905, and there are now 
more than a million Rotari-
ans worldwide. Each invite-
only club strives to have a 
“circle of influence” — 
as New York Rotary Club 
board director Jean-Sebastien 
Sardo explains — and Rotar-
ians hail from the town’s up-
per-crust professions.

The name “rotary” stems 
from the tradition of rotat-
ing meetings among mem-
bers’ offices — a system 
that limited the club to one 

member per industry. Atten-
dance used to be an exacting 
affair; if a member missed 
a meeting, he had to make 
it up in a neighboring town 
— hence the information 
about location and times of 
weekly Rotary meetings that 
are on “Welcome to…” signs 
all over the country.

Rotarians have relaxed 
their bow ties in recent years; 
members now must attend 
only half the meetings, and 
the old boys’ club even open 
its doors to women in 1987 

the company aggressively lob-
bied Albany lawmakers, in-
cluding Towns, about “cable 
television matters,” according 
to public records.

Lawmakers at the time were 
reviewing whether New York 
should ditch a contract with 

a competing telecommunica-
tions company.

The lobbying apparently 
paid off: The state can-
celled the contract in Janu-
ary, 2009.

Time Warner honchos in 
charge of the program did 
not return several calls seek-
ing comment, but company 
spokeswoman Suzanne Giu-
liani said that the demand for 

a recommendation letter was 
“a way of helping to spread 
the word.”

It hasn’t worked. No one 
has requested letters from the 
Brooklyn caucus members. 

“It’s definitely odd,” said 
Lisa Syron, a director with 
Student Advocacy, an edu-
cation rights group. 

The requirement is rare. 
Disney, Honeywell Interna-

tional and Google — to name 
a few — all have a similar 
internships, but none makes 
students get lawmakers to 
vouch for them.

“Employers benefit from 
a letter of recommendation 
when it is written by someone 
who knows the applying stu-
dent intern well,” Syron said. 
“But how many people know 
an elected official?”

Continued from page 1

INTERNS...
Continued from page 1

TEACHERS were so crowded kids had to 
sit on radiators.”

“It will be devastating 
for the school system,” he 
said. “They are destroying 
the school system at the ex-
pense of workers — they are 
cutting off their nose to spite 
their face.”

The city noted that the lay-
offs may never happen, and 
it is likely that new teachers 
would be hired at the schools, 
as the numbers do not reflect 
the number of teaching po-
sitions that would be elimi-
nated, officials noted.

(under pressure from the U.S. 
Supreme Court).

But Rotary isn’t just for 
elites from towns like Bor-
ing, Oregon.

“Obviously people in 
the city think of Rotary as 
a small-town affair,” said 
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary 
Club-member Ed Weintrob, a 
former newspaper publisher. 
“But there are a lot of Rotary 
clubs in large cities.” 

The 102-year-old New 
York club, for example, con-
tinues to host $55 lunches 
each Monday at the Har-
vard Club.

Yet, there hasn’t been 
a club between Staten Is-
land and Chinatown since 
the early 1990s, when the 
80-year-old Brooklyn Rotary 
Club, as well as the spin-off 
Rotary Breakfast Club, both 
closed after many older mem-
bers retired. 

Charity is the cornerstone 
of Rotary, and Rotarians at 
the fourth meeting this week 
discussed combating under-
age prostitution while en-
joying smoked salmon and 
baby leek tarts. Over the main 
course, the conversation fo-
cused on organizing a bone 
marrow testing event, and the 
already-begun initiative of 
sending cellphones to sol-
diers overseas.

The original club met in 
the historic, though long-
closed Gage and Tollner res-
taurant on Fulton Street. Now 
the group meets at the Mar-
riott Hotel on Adams Street 
— and the more-modern lo-
cation is intentional.

“We don’t want the club to 
become so stiff that we can’t 
have fun,” said Hardison. 

And just because Rotar-
ians actually speak to each 
other face-to-face doesn’t 
mean they’re not on top of 
new media.

An upcoming service proj-
ect might send used books 
to Africa, “since everyone 
is getting rid of their books 
and moving to Kindles,” said 
Weintrob. A website is in the 
works.

Still, the well-heeled Ro-
tarians haven’t forgotten their 
manners. Meetings begin 
with the pledge of allegiance, 
and sergeant-at-arms Alan 
Wheeler makes sure that no 
one speaks out of turn.

Brooklyn Bridge Rotary 
Club [333 Adams St. be-
tween Johnson and Law-
rence streets in DUMBO, 
(917) 804-0797], Thursdays 
at 12:15 pm.

Continued from page 1
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association
Patrick J. Lynch, President

Uniformed Firefighters Association 
Stephen J. Cassidy, President

NYC PBA 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor  New York, NY 10004-2400   212.233.5531 UFA 204 East 23rd Street,  New York, NY 10010    212.683.4832

www.nycpba.org www.ufanyc.org

New York City Police & Fire
Public Safety Alliance

Mayor Bloomberg is trying to steal police officers’ and firefighters’ VSF pension money as a smoke screen

to cover up for the $1 billion his administration has wasted on the failed and unnecessary “CityTime” project.

“CityTime” is now the subject of a fraud investigation, with some of the mayor’s top managers already stepping down.

Taxpayers, Police Officers and Firefighters Deserve Better.

The 
Billionaire  
Burglar


