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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Brick-tossing teens have turned a 
major cycling route through a public 
housing project in Fort Greene into 
death trap, injuring or terrorizing at 
least six cyclists — one seriously — 
in a spate of attacks this year.

The attacks are launched from the 
maroon-colored pedestrian bridge that 
links the Walt Whitman and Ingersoll 
houses between Myrtle Avenue and Til-
lary Street.

In the most violent crime, the at-
tackers pelted a computer programmer 
from Park Slope in the face with a brick, 
cracking his helmet and ripping a gash 
in his cheek on Aug. 12. 

“It’s shocking unwarranted violence,” 
said the victim, Stephen Arthur, whose 

injuries  were first reported by Gotha-
mist, a blog . “This is a dangerous spot 
— something needs to be done.”

The brick busted his teeth and 
knocked him off his bike, requir-
ing emergency surgery. The physical 
wounds have healed, but the mental scars 
linger; Arthur said that he has had trou-
ble sleeping and has given up cycling, 
which he used to do every day.

“I don’t think my life will ever be 
the same,” he said.

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Here’s one way to defeat bicy-
cle theft: steal back the wheels 
yourself. 

A Park Slope family be-
came vigilantes after a week-
long search for their stolen bike 

led to Ditmas Park — but po-
lice called to the scene would 
not reclaim it for them.

Christian John and his fam-
ily’s oversized Dutch cycle dis-
appeared from its nightly park-
ing place on Fifth Avenue and 
Third Street sometime between 

Nov. 23 and Thanksgiving Day. 
After finding the beloved bike 
gone, John filed a police report, 
mounted a neighborhood fliering 
effort, and alerted members of 
his church congregation.

The story was  reported on 

By Dan MacLeod
The Brooklyn Paper

Councilman Vincent Gentile vio-
lated city law by overspending on his 
re-election campaign in 2009, the Cam-
paign Finance Board ruled on Thurs-

day, hitting the veteran lawmaker with 
nearly $26,000 in fines.

The board slammed Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge) for agreeing to a strict spend-
ing limit of $161,000 in his race against 
Bob Capano in exchange for receiv-

ing $88,550 in public matching — then 
spending $18,000 more than the limit, 
 city officials claim .

“Exceeding the expenditure limit 
is one of the most serious violations 
… and undermines the purpose of the 

Campaign Finance 
Program,” the board 
wrote in its ruling. 

Gentile was also hit with $1,025 in 
fines for a litany of other city cam-

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

The city broke its promise to 
let a railway enthusiast build a 
trolley service from Downtown 
to Red Hook that would have 
passed through a shuttered sub-
way tunnel under Atlantic Ave-
nue, a bombshell $160-million 

lawsuit charged last week.
Bob Diamond — who has led 

tours of the long-abandoned Long 
Island Rail Road tunnel between 
Court and Hicks streets after “dis-
covering” it in 1980 — says that 
the city Department of Transpor-
tation gave him the rights to bring 
classic streetcars back to Brook-

lyn, but then scuttled the plan af-
ter he spent $1.5 million to get the 
visionary project started.

“The city let me spend money 
to get the project off the ground 
and now they’re saying, ‘Thanks 
for doing the ground work, but get 
lost,’ ” said Diamond, who filed 

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn has won the battle for the 
Boardwalk.

Old-timey favorites like Ruby’s Bar 
and  Paul’s Daughter  will remain in Co-
ney Island, Nathan’s will get a new, 

bigger home on the Boardwalk, and 
beloved Prospect Heights institution 
Tom’s Diner will open a cafe on the 
water thanks to new deals hammered 
out between the Brooklyn-based busi-
nesses and Central Amusements Inter-
national, the People’s Playground’s Ital-

ian-owned overseer that had for years 
been trying to lure outsiders to the beach 
that made beaches famous.

And the company that was hand-
picked by the city to bring Coney into 
the 21st century finally admitted that its 
game plan to bring interlopers to Co-

ney, which it has controlled in 2009, 
was all wrong.

“[Now], we understand that Coney 
Island is not Miami Beach,” Valerio 
Ferrari, Central Amusements’ president 
who had been courting a Miami-based 
restaurant group to take over many of 

the storefronts on the Boardwalk,  told 
the Daily News . “We want to keep what 
is already working there.”

But when the Miami group dipped 
its toe into Coney’s waters with an ice 
cream shop that didn’t perform as ex-

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

At last, you can get away from 
it all on a camping trip to the wil-
derness — but still charge your 
iPhone!

A DUMBO startup has cre-
ated the ultimate companion for 
nature lovers who just can’t put 
away their high-tech goodies: a 
wood-fueled camping stove that 
not only heats up food but also 
charges cellphones at the same 
time.

“When you’re out on the trail, 
you know you’ll definitely be able 

CYCLIST DEATH TRAP
Thugs terrorize cyclists on path between housing projects

Stephen Arthur was hit by a brick 
that was hurled from the pedes-
trian bridge across Navy Street.
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The footbridge is a cowardly sadist’s 
dream: It sits above a well-used bike 
route that links Fort Greene and points 
south with the Manhattan Bridge, has 
a mesh cover that hides the perps, and 
is fenced off from the street, provid-
ing an easy get-away route. 

“It’s definitely deliberate — but I 
don’t think it’s a ‘community vs. bikers’ 
thing,” said Yana Walton, who was hit 
with a fist full of rocks at the same lo-
cation. “It’s a bunch of bored kids.”

Cyclist Erik Martig, who was grazed 
by a golf ball, confronted the teens who 
threw it, but the thugs got away.

“This could kill someone,” he said. 
“It’s like they think this is a video game 
or something.”

Other cyclists report being whacked 

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

Paint brawl
Socialist-themed mural serves 
up capitalism in Fort Greene

Artist John Garcia, who designed this Che-inspired mural of rap-
per Biggie Smalls in Fort Greene, says he was never credited for 
his work. And he stole it fair and square!
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Project bubble
Rich private schools rally for Pier 5

Brooklyn Heights fifth-grader Kevin Yu enjoys soccer 
— but come winter, he’ll be out of luck because there 
will be no bubble at Brooklyn Bridge Park. But a coali-
tion of local private schools wants to change that.
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Bay Ridge councilman spent too much on 2009 election

City: Gentile broke rules

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

A coalition of area private 
schools wants to build a sports 
bubble in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, now that park officials 
have failed to do so despite a 
deal between state lawmakers 
and Mayor Bloomberg earlier 
this year.

Parents and staff from 
Brooklyn Friends School, St. 

Francis College, Packer Col-
legiate Institute and other prep 
schools are advocating for a 
regulation-sized soccer field 
on Pier 5 and an indoor rec-
reation center — saying that 
a field suited for college play 
would be better for the com-
munity.

“It’s an amazing idea and 
one that would be a huge pos-
itive for Brooklyn,” said Darrin 

Fallick, director of athletics at 
Packer Collegiate Institute on 
Joralemon Street. “For us, the 
ability to walk to a field or track 
would be a big positive.”

 Last week , park officials ap-
proved a $19.2-million contract 
for three smaller artificial-turf 
fields without the bubble, disap-
pointing many locals who have 
been pushing for year-round 

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

One of the most-iconic images of 
20th-century Socialism has been re-
purposed to serve capitalism — and 
has set off a war worthy of those long-
battling ideologies.

Habana Outpost owner Sean Meenan 
said he was only trying to “unite” the 
neighborhood when he took a famous 
photo of Cuban revolutionary Che Gue-
vara and had it repainted with the image 
of rapper Notorious B.I.G., complete with 
the restaurant’s “H” logo in place of the 
red star on the guerrilla’s cap.

The mural, located on Meenan’s 
builing at S. Portland and Fulton 
streets, includes one of Biggie Smalls’s 
lyrics, “Spread love/It’s the Brooklyn 
way” — but it has has been anything 
but unifying.

Nowhere on the colorful painting 
is any credit to man who actually de-
signed the mash-up: 21-year-old  Par-
sons student John Garcia .

“It’s frustrating, because I literally 
laid out everything on the wall,” said 
Garcia, who is upset that his name is 
absent from most of the company’s mate-

Take back the bike
Park Slope man takes a bite out of crime

Amy and Christian John of Park Slope are again schlepping their kids (from left) Brooklynn, 
Remy, and Alpheus in their cool bike after stealing it back from the thief who took it.
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TUNNEL VISION
Railway legend Bob Diamond sues city 
over Atlantic Ave tunnel and his trolleys

Trolley backer Bob Diamond 
says the city screwed him.
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The cell of the wild
You can charge your iPhone with this stove!

Brooklyn businesses back on Boardwalk 

Ruby’s Bar & Grill will be a Board-
walk stalwart.
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Matthew Nowicki of DUM-
BO firm BioLite shows off 
the camp stove that can 
charge phones.
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to reach someone if you get lost or 
have an emergency,” said Adele 
Peters, marketing director at the 
company, BioLite. “It’s just a part 
of life in general — we want to 
have access to our gadgets no 
matter where we are.”

Unlike other backpacking 
stoves that require propane can-
isters and extra fuel bottles, Bi-
oLite’s CampStove ($129) only 
uses the biomass gathered on 
your trip.

It has snagged accolades from 
avid campers, sustainable design-

See BIGGIE  on page 6

See TRAP  on page 6

See BUBBLE  on page 6

See GENTILE  on page 14

See DIAMOND  on page 6

See STOVE  on page 17See BIKE  on page 17

See CONEY  on page 17
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Anthony Adams works hard every day cleaning and maintaining a multimillion dollar 

office building in Downtown Manhattan. But living in one of the most expensive 

cities in the world, he is forced to work two jobs to support a large family.

Anthony is one of the 22,000 office cleaners across the city, who are negotiating with the 

more than 20-billion dollar commercial real estate industry in New York City for a new 

contract. A good contract will help Anthony and his family remain part of the middle class. 

This is good for all of us. 

GOOD JOBS BUILD STRONG COMMUNITIES

25 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011

32BJ SEIU 
www.standwithbuildingworkers.org

Working
Hard,
Struggling
to Get By
Anthony Adams,

Office Cleaner, Manhattan.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

from the Brooklyn Breast Health Partnership

PARK SLOPE 
VETERINARY CENTER

FREE 
HEALTH 
EXAM

for all new 
patients!

Dr. Yvonne Szacki
Dr. Beth Balsam

 
 

 
(at 19th Street)

718-369-PETS
Mon to Fri - 9am to 7pm 

Sat  - 9am to 2pm

We have pets available for adoption!
Got a good home? Give us a call!

GO GREEN 
No Sweat, In Style

SPECIALIZING IN FOLDING

ELECTRIC BIKES

FREE  
TEST  
DRIVES
718-788-1181
GreenPathBikes.com

FEATURING

Luxury Electric 
Cruisers

Folding Electric 
Bikes
Great for city, 
boats and RVs

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS

Making a Home for Wildlife
Waste Management is committed to protecting 

the environment and preserving 

natural resources. That 

commitment extends 

to our efforts to restore 

wildlife habitat around 

our facilities nation-

wide. Working with 

the Wildlife Habitat 

Council and local 

conservation groups, 

we have set aside over 

25,000 acres for wildlife at 

100 Waste Management 

sites — including one right 

here in New York City.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

A Non For Profit
Organization

Fighting Illness 
With Love

Donations 
Welcome

BRING IN THIS AD 
TO RECEIVE

20% OFF 
YOUR PURCHASE

vintage 
holiday shopping

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

LIFE BOUTIQUE THRIFT
515 Fifth Avenue (corner 13th Street)

(718) 788-5433
Open Daily - Closed Saturday

DUMBO FORT GREENE

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

This district is history.
A proposed expansion 

of Greenpoint’s current 
historic district was dealt a 
possibly fatal blow last week 
when an influential Manhat-
tan preservation group an-
nounced it would no longer 
back the bid, citing lack of 
public support.

The Historic District 
Council, the city’s most 
prominent preservation 
group, dropped Paul Ruben-
farb’s proposal from its list of 
six worthy preservation proj-
ects for the coming year — 
but Rubenfarb said he would 
fight on.

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

The former owner of the 
Brooklyn Heights Cinema 
pleaded guilty on Monday 
to scamming investors out 

of $530,000 — rolling the 
credits on a local drama fit 
for the multiplex he once 
owned.

Ponzi schemer Norman 
Adie confessed that he prom-

ised victims that he would build 
condos over his Henry Street 
theater, but instead pocketed 
the cash for personal expenses 
and other projects.

He faces an 80-year sen-

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

St. Ann’s Warehouse — the cutting-edge troupe that 
is losing its current home to development and a proposed 
future home in Brooklyn Bridge Park after neighbors 
sued — is staying in DUMBO after all.

On Monday, the theater announced a three-year lease 
for a building on Jay Street, ending months of search-
ing for a new playhouse after a judge blocked it from 
taking over the historic Tobacco Warehouse in Empire-
Fulton Ferry State Park.

“We’re very grateful,” said artistic director Susan Feld-
man. “This is our home and I’m glad we can stay.”

The warehouse near Plymouth Street is only blocks 
away from St. Ann’s Water Street theater and boasts 
33-foot-high ceilings and column-free space fit for eclec-
tic programming.

Feldman said that she’ll continue looking for a per-
manent home — though the Jay Street space may “end 
up working for us.” 

Peter Forman of Forman Realty Management, which 
owns the space, said that he offered Feldman a deal af-
ter hearing about her search.

“St. Ann’s is the leading cultural institution in DUMBO 
and we really didn’t want to see them disappear,” For-
man said. “It would have been like losing one of the fin-
gers on your hand.”

The 31-year-old company  had originally planned  to 
convert the Tobacco Warehouse — a roofless Civil War-
era structure — into a $15-million hall.

But that was before a judge ruled that the National 
Park Service improperly demapped the landmark to al-
low for private development and  that it must remain in 
public hands .

The decision broke the hearts of troupers, theater lovers 
and especially Feldman, who  slammed the preservation 
groups who filed the lawsuit  for their “callousness.”

The community was so sensitive to the theater’s plight 
that architects of a proposed hotel development in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park allotted space for a new St. Ann’s theater 
 in their designs , though those won’t be done for years.

St. Ann’s launched in 1980 at the Church of St. Ann 
and the Holy Trinity in Brooklyn Heights before mega-
developer David Walentas gave it rent-free space on Wa-
ter Street. He now needs that building to  make room for 
his controversial Dock Street development .

District is thing of the past
Preservation group dumps Greenpoint historic bid

St. Ann’s new 
‘Warehouse’

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

Praise the gourd and pass 
the kohlrabi — Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill’s version of 
the Park Slope Food Co-op is 
set to open on Saturday.

The private supermarket 
on Putnam Avenue — where 
members work shifts in ex-
change for cheaper prices on 
organic produce, grass-fed 
beef and cage-free eggs and 
milk in glass bottles — was 
getting its finishing touches 
this week after a multi-year 
ramp-up.

“We have a lot of leaders 
now and we’re not going any-
where,” said DK Holland, a 
founder of the worker-owned 
market. “We’re totally com-
mitted to this.”

The shop near Grand Av-
enue already has 560 mem-
bers, many refugees from 
the legendary Park Slope 
version, which has about 
15,000 more.

Holland predicted that 

Comrades in farms
Greene-Hill food co-op is set to open

her co-owners would avoid 
some of the political battles 
that have brought interna-
tional attention (and plenty 
of mockery) on the original 
co-op, which made headlines 
when it got rid of bottled wa-
ter,  considered banning Is-
raeli products , and finally ac-
cepted debit cards roughly 
30 years after they became 

widely accepted by pretty 
much everyone.

“We’re pretty much on the 
same page at this point,” Hol-
land said. “No one’s saying, 
‘Hey, why are you carrying 
meat?’ ”

Instead, Greene Hill will 
carry what its members want, 
even if that includes com-
mercial products such as — 

gasp — Heinz ketchup and 
bleach.

Erin Brof, a Park Slope 
Co-op member who’s on 
Greene Hill’s Membership 
Committee, acknowledged 
that some outsiders may 
view the co-op as a vegan 
cult or, as Gawker called it, 
“an oppressive Communist 
hierarchy,” but added that lo-
cals should join now so that 
they have a voice in how the 
fledgling cooperative evolves 
(or how it is intelligently de-
signed, that is).

“It’s just wonderful to 
be a part of having control 
over where your food comes 
from,” Brof said. “We’re pro-
viding healthy food at low 
prices — it’s a great choice 
for your family or yourself. 
Get in now and be a part of 
the decision-making!”

To join, members must 
make a one-time investment 
of $175 and commit to work-
ing a two-hour shift every 
four weeks. The store accepts 
cash, checks, credit cards and 
food stamps.

Greene Hill Food Co-op  
[18 Putnam Ave. between 
Downing Street and Grand 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, (718) 
208-4778]. For info, visit 
greenehillfood.coop.

Pablo Anwar is putting the finishing touches on 
the Greene-Hill Food Coop, a Putnam Avenue ver-
sion of Park Slope’s much-imitated members-only 
supermarket.
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St. Ann’s Warehouse will move to 29 Jay St. 
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Troupe stays in DUMBO

GREENPOINT

“If they did this based 
on the merits of a particu-
lar neighborhood, they defi-
nitely would have put Green-
point first,” said Rubenfarb. 
“Historic preservation here 
has been dormant.”

Greenpoint’s current his-
toric district, adopted in 1991, 
includes Kent Street to Ca-
lyer Street between Frank-
lin Street and Manhattan 
Avenue.

Rubenfarb’s plan called 
for expanding that district 
to include a 10-block sec-
tion of Manhattan Avenue 
and Franklin Street  from 
DuPont Street to Norman 
Avenue .

But Community Board 1 

member Ward Dennis said 
that Rubenfarb has not yet as-
sembled “strong grassroots 
support” from both the board 
and neighborhood residents, 
and must do so in order for 
the proposal to succeed.

Rubenfarb can still apply 
to the Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission — but it is 
extraordinarily difficult to 
get approval for a historic 
district without powerful 
backers.

Each year, the city re-
ceives 300 requests for his-
toric district designation — 
about three get approved. A 
successful campaign to des-
ignate a historic district, can 
take up to five years.

Williamsburg resident 
Paul Rubenfarb is stick-
ing with his plan to dou-
ble the size of Green-
point’s historic district, 
despite losing the back-
ing of the Historic Dis-
tricts Council.
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Moviehouse Madoff!
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

tence when he returns to 
Manhattan federal court on 
April 13, but it will likely be 
reduced to 27 to 33 months, 
his attorney said.

“My intention … was to 
build a successful business — 
as I had in the past — with the 
expectation that myself and 
all the investors would profit 
in the end,” Adie, 54, told 
Magistrate Judge Theodore 
Katz. “I’m very sorry.”

Prosecutors say that Adie 
began duping people into fi-
nancing in his phantom de-
velopment plans in 2007. He 
even collected $280,000 from 
one investor and shuffled the 
cash between bank accounts 
used by the theater and two of 
his troubled screens in Penn-
sylvania.

Then, in pure Ponzi 
scheme fashion, Adie man-
aged to return some of the 

money to his victims, though 
it was peanuts compared to 
what he promised.

But the quirky twin cin-
ema got a happy ending.

 This summer, local musi-
cian and left-wing hero Kenn 
Lowy  bought the tumble-
down 150-seat movie house 
and is transforming it into a 
hub for music, art and com-
edy shows in addition to in-
die flicks.

Former cinema owner in Ponzi scheme
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Solution:
Holiday Membership for only $29 per Week
320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities 
including: swimming, squash, racquetball, fencing, 
martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, with classes, 
weights, and endurance equipment to condition 
for these sports, plus saunas, steamrooms, and spa.

Offer ends December 31, 2011

Resolution No.1:
get in shape for my other resolutions

MEMBERSHIP TERM FROM DATE OF JOINING THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2012.  DUES FOR FULL TERM OF MEMBERSHIP TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE. 
NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL LOCATIONS.

A Good Plumber Inc.
Phone: 718-648-6838 718-646-4659

NYC Licensed Master Plumber #1948

When You Need A Good Plumber…Call Us!

718-648-6838

$25 Off 
Any

Plumbing Job 
With This Ad

Cannot be combined with 
any other offer.

A Good Plumber Inc., with over 20 years of experience in 
the plumbing and heating industry has built our reputation 

on recommendations. That reputation has grown due to our 
reliable, honest and affordable service. Honesty means never 

recommending work that is unnecessary and giving you an 
accurate price before we do the work…no hidden fees. At A Good 
Plumber Inc., we believe customer service is about exceeding the 

customer’s expectations before, during, and after the job!

Our Professionally Trained, Clean and Courteous Staff Can Handle:

Why Choose 
“A Good Plumber”?

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook
A pair of holiday hooli-

gans ruined Christmas for 
two Carroll Gardens resi-
dents this week. Here’s what 
happened:

• A crooked elf swiped five 
potted Christmas trees from 
a 79-year-old Second Place 
resident’s home on Dec. 5 — 
then scared the holy spirit out 
of the fish swimming in the 
senior’s koi pond!

The thief raided the front 
yard between Clinton and 
Court streets sometime af-
ter 5:30 pm. After taking the 
trees, he chucked a rock into 
the man-made pool, endan-

gering the water breathers.
• A goon swiped a Christ-

mas wreath decorating the 
front of a Henry Street home 
on Dec. 9.

The owner of the home 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets remembered seeing 
the wreath greet her when 
she came home at 7 pm. But 
when she left at 8 am the next 
morning, the $50 laurel was 
gone.

Iron man
A muscle-bound brute 

swiped a wrought iron fence 
protecting a Degraw Street 
home on Dec. 5 — leav-
ing the 75-year-old resident 
with a gaping hole in his de-
fenses.

The section of fencing 
between Henry Street and 
Strong Place — valued at 
$300 — was taken some-
time after 11:45 am, the ho-
meowner told police.

Backpacked
Two thugs in ski masks 

swiped a backpack full of 
electronics from a 26-year-
old on Dec. 6 following a 
confrontation on W. Ninth 
Street.

The victim was nearing 
Henry Street at 1:22 pm when 
the suspects sprinted up to 
him and placed a hard object 
— possibly a gun — against 
the back of his head.

The thieves then de-
manded his backpack, which 

The Grinch was working Carroll Gardens
contained two iPods, a voice 
recorder and a pair of head-
phones.

Pizza pluck
A pair of thieves jumped 

a pizza deliveryman on Ve-
rona Street on Dec. 8, tak-
ing $180.

The victim had just dropped 
off an order near Dwight Street 
at 6:55 pm when the goons 
pulled a gun on him, demand-
ing his cash.

— Thomas Tracy

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Wallet snatches
At least three pickpockets 

plied their pernicious trade 
in the runup to Christmas 
last week:

• A thief stole a wallet from 
a woman inside a store on At-
lantic Avenue between Court 
and Clinton streets at around 
4 pm on Dec. 3.

• A crook swiped a man’s 
wallet on a Downtown-bound 
B61 bus on Dec. 2. The victim 
remembered being bumped 
while he was on the bus at 4 
pm and later noticed that his 
wallet was missing.

• A thief stole a woman’s 
purse inside of a store on Ful-
ton Street at Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension at 5:05 pm on 
Dec. 8. 

Graffiti bust
Cops arrested an alleged 

graffiti vandal inside of a 
Columbia Heights home on 
Dec. 8.

The homeowner said he 
saw the crook enter the base-
ment of his building between 
Clark and Pierrepont streets 
at 12:20 pm, and immediately 
notified the police. 

Half an hour later, cops 
went into the basement and 
arrested their man.

Vicious beating
Five thugs broke a man’s 

jaw in a vicious beat-down on 
Wyckoff Street on Dec. 10.

The victim was near Hoyt 
Street at 5:50 pm when the 
men punched him in the face 
and then kicked him several 
times before stealing his wal-
let and fleeing. 

The man was treated at Lu-
theran Medical Center.

Subway chase
An alleged cellphone thief 

was busted on Dec. 10 after 
he was chased down inside 
of the subway.

A straphanger told police 
that she was waiting for a 
Manhattan-bound N train 

at Pacific Street at 6:15 pm 
when the man grabbed her 
iPhone and fled.

The victim ran after the 
thief, who hopped a Coney 
Island-bound train. Cops 
said they caught their man 
at Union Street, one station 
away, still in possession of 
the phone’s headset.

 — Daniel Bush

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Hard knocks
Two heartless maraud-

ers beat up a 19-year-old on 
Park Avenue as he walked 
to school on Dec. 5.

The teen told police that he 
was near St. Edwards Street 
at about 9:45 am when the 
duo approached from be-
hind and used his face as a 
punching bag.

They then ran off with his 
T-Mobile phone and iPod.

Lobby stickup
A mugger stole a wom-

an’s purse inside her Emer-
son Place apartment build-
ing on Dec. 10.

The 31-year-old victim 
told police that she entered 
her residence near Wil-
loughby Avenue at 11:45 
pm, when a crazed thief or-
dered, “Gimme your purse, 
gimme your purse! Keep 
moving!”

He got away with her bag, 
$80, iPod, cellphone, and de-
signer sunglasses.

Gift garage
A thief looted a laptop and 

bags of lingerie from a car in 
a Lafayette Avenue garage 
on Dec. 10.

The 38-year-old victim 
told police that she parked 
at the lot near Ashland Place 
at 6 pm. When she returned a 
few hours later, her rear win-
dow was busted and her stuff 
— including two bags of Vic-
toria’s Secret garments, a pair 
of boots and Ray-Ban sun-
glasses — were gone.

Home rule
A crafty crook broke into 

an unoccupied Vanderbilt Av-
enue home last month, stole 
a stereo — and changed the 
lock on the front door.

The 45-year-old landlord 
told police that he returned 
from a month-long trip on 
Nov. 5 only to find that he 
couldn’t get into his residence 
near Myrtle Avenue. When he 
did get in, he noticed that his 
$800 stereo and $700 speaker 
had been swiped.

Phone haul
A thug stole an iPhone and 

$30 from a woman at a Ful-
ton Street deli in broad day-
light on Dec. 6.

The 18-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Washington Avenue at 2:30 
pm when the stranger threat-
ened to harm her if she didn’t 
give up her stuff. He fled with 
her coveted Apple device.

College pry
A thief swiped a Mac-

Book from a Pratt Institute 
office on Willoughby Ave-
nue on Dec. 8.

The employee told cops 
that he left the laptop on a 
desk inside the building near 
Ashland Place at 3:15. When 
he returned 15 minutes later, 
it was gone.

Bar fool
A purse-snatcher nabbed 

a woman’s bag at Moe’s bar 
on Lafayette Avenue on 
Dec. 8.

The 30-year-old victim 
told police that she was at 
the watering hole at S. Port-
land Avenue at 10:45 pm 
when she put her bag on a 
chair to mingle.

When she returned at 2 
am, the purse — containing 
her laptop, keys, and cards 
— was gone.
 — Kate Briquelet

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker 

Heights

De-jeweled
A slippery perp slid in 

through a bedroom win-
dow of a Marine Avenue 
apartment and made off 
with $17,000 in jewelry on 
Dec. 5.

The victim told cops that 
she left her house between 
Ridge Boulevard and 95th 
Street at 2:20 pm and returned 
10 hours later to find her bed-
room window open and three 
gold rings — one with a coin 
set in it — missing. 

Jewel heist
A thief cut his way through 

a screen door to swipe lots 
of jewelry from a 73rd Street 
house on Dec. 5.

The victim told cops that 
she left her house between 
Stewart and Seventh avenues 
at 11:30 am. When she re-
turned at 3:40 pm, she found 
her rear screen door cut open, 
and nearly $8,000 in rings, 
earrings and a necklace 
missing. 

Dogged
Thieves broke into a 76th 

Street house on Dec. 6 — but 
barking dogs scared them off 

before they stole anything.
The victim told cops that 

he left his house between 
12th and 13th avenues at 3 
pm. When he returned at 
10:45 that night, he found 
his kitchen ransacked, but 
nothing was gone.

Tiny heist
Perps got just $400 in 

cheap jewelry after breaking 
into a Fourth Avenue apart-
ment overnight on Dec. 6.

The victim told cops that 
she left her apartment be-
tween 99th and 100th streets 
at 10 pm and returned almost 
24 hours later to find that her 
college ring, a bracelet and 
some earrings were gone.

Smash, no grab
Perps sneaked in through a 

rear window and rearranged 
some furniture inside a Bay 
Ridge Avenue apartment on 
Dec. 9, but stole nothing.

The victim told cops that 
she left her house between 
12th and 13th avenues at 9:30 
pm and returned less than two 
hours later to find that failed 
thieves had moved around 
her stove and bed.

Nothing was missing, 
though.  — Dan MacLeod

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Tom Tom no
A crook stole a naviga-

tion system from car on 
Eastern Parkway overnight 
on Dec. 6.

The victim parked be-
tween Classon and Under-
hill avenues at around 6:50 
pm and returned early the 
next morning to find her win-
dow smashed and her $300 
Tom Tom taken. The thief 
also got $50, CDs and a char-
ger for the navigational de-
vice, cops said.

Fire escaped
A burglar made off with 

more than $1,000 worth of 
property from a St. Johns 
place apartment on Dec. 
9, using the fire escape to 
get in.

The victim left her apart-
ment between Classon and 
Underhill avenues at 7:30 
am and returned hours 
later to find that the crook 
had climbed the building’s 
fire escape and entered the 
apartment to take a laptop, 
necklace, Playstation 3 gam-
ing system, a digital camera 
and video games.

 — Colin Mixson

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Unlucky 13
A thug attacked a bar-goer 

on 13th Street on Nov. 24.
The 40-year-old victim 

told cops that he had just 
left Lucky 13 Saloon near 
Fifth Avenue at around 2 
am when a jerk whacked 
him in the head from be-
hind then snatched his wal-
let and keys. 

Mini thugs
A duo of kids snatched 

a wallet on First Street on 
Dec. 9.

The 35-year-old victim 
told cops that she was us-
ing her iPad near Eighth Av-
enue at around 4:30 pm and 
had set her wallet on the next 
to her. Two kids asked her 
directions to Jay Street then 
walked away. That’s when 
she discovered that her brown 
Hobo wallet — along with the 
$80 inside — was gone.

Cops are hunting a 4-foot-8 
inch 9-year-old with corn-
rows and a 5-foot-1 inch 13-
year-old with clear skin.

Key clue
A jerk stole a laptop from 

an apartment on 14th Street 
on Dec. 5.

The 33-year-old victim 
told cops that she left her 
$1,200 Mac on a table inside 
her apartment near Eighth 
Avenue, then left for work at 
around noon. She came back 
six hours later and discovered 
computer gone — with no 
sign of forced entry. 

The landlord has a key to 
her apartment. Just sayin’.

Uncool tools
A crook stole some expen-

sive tools from an apartment 
on St. Marks Avenue.

The victim told cops that 
he left the building near Sixth 
Avenue at around 8 pm on 
Dec. 3, but did not lock the 
front door. He came back 
two days later and discov-
ered $3,200 worth of con-
struction tools gone.

Rough riders
A thug snatched a wallet 

on a Flatbush Avenue bus 
on Dec. 6.

The 42-year-old victim 
told cops that the B41 was 
near Sixth Avenue at 5:15 pm 
when a several men bumped 
into her. She got off the bus 
a few minutes later and no-
ticed that her backpack was 
unzipped — and her brown 
Coach wallet, and the $20 
inside it, was gone.

Basement bad
A brazen crook jacked 

some electronic gadgets 

from an apartment on 11th 
Street on Dec. 10.

The 41-year-old witness 
told cops that he heard a noise 
at around 5 am, then spot-
ted a man climbing through 
the basement-level window 
of a building near Fourth 
Avenue. The jerk then ran 
away with an iPad and and 
two iPhones.

Give it
A crook stole a purse from 

a woman on Prospect Place 
on Dec. 10.

The 34-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
Flatbush Avenue when a 
man walked up, grabbed 
her shoulder and pulled out 
a gray handgun.

“Give it all to me!” he said 
before snatching her purse — 
along with an iPhone inside 
— then running away. 

Diamond swipe
A jerk stole thousands 

of dollars worth of jewelry 
from an apartment on Fourth 
Street.

The 39-year-old victim 
told cops that she let two 
painters into her home near 
Seventh Avenue at around 
9 am on Dec. 10. Two days 
later, she noticed that $12,500 
worth of shiny jewelry — in-
cluding a diamond ring and 
bracelet — gone.

 — Natalie O’Neill

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Purse snatch
A thief on a bicycle stole 

a 16-year-old’s purse on Sc-
holes Street on Dec. 10.

The girl was entering her 
building near Union Avenue 
at 7:30 pm, when the perp 
rode up to her and pushed 
her into the hallway. He 
threatened her with a sharp 
object, told her, “Be quiet,” 
then grabbed the purse and 
rode away.

Gang fight
Three thugs stabbed a 19-

year-old man seven times and 
beat up his girlfriend on Lo-
rimer Street on Dec. 5.

The victims were near 
Montrose Avenue at 4:50 pm, 
when the perps approached 
and picked a fight.

One perp punched the-
man’s face and body while 
another stabbed him several 
times with a knife, stole his 
baseball cap and ran away.

Cash grab
A thief stole $50 from a 

woman on S. Second Street 
on Dec. 10.

The perp followed the vic-
tim into her building near 
Union Avenue at 3 pm, took 
her purse, and ran away.

Laptop wake-up
A thief threatened to shoot 

the resident of a McKibbin 
Street apartment before steal-
ing two laptops on Dec. 7.

The tenant woke up at 
just after midnight to the 
sound of the thief shuffling 
through his room. Comput-
ers in hand, the thief said, 
“Don’t say anything or I’ll 
shoot you,” and ran toward 
White Street.

Irish spring
A thief stole four bars of 

soap from a Key Food on 
Grand Street and punched a 
clerk in the face on Dec. 6.

The suspect allegedly put 
the bars in a bag and tried 
to leave the store at 11:10 
am when the clerk stopped 
him.

But he punched her in the 
face instead and ran toward 
Lorimer Street. A cop nabbed 
a suspect an hour later. 

Clean pad
A thief cleaned out a wom-

an’s electronics and cash from 
her S. Second Street apart-
ment on Dec. 9.

The tenant left her apart-
ment near Keap Street at 1:25 
pm, but when she returned 
four hours later, she saw her 
iPod, TV, and safe with $550 
was gone.

Ace of bass
A thief stole two bass 

guitars from a car parked 
in front of Grand Street on 
Dec. 11.

The driver played a show 
at Trash Bar near Roebling 
Street and put the guitars in 
his car at 1 am after the gig, 
but when he returned at 5 
am, he saw his instruments 
were missing.

Wheel report
At least three cars were 

swiped:
• A thief stole an Acura on 

S. Second Street near Union 
Avenue between 3 am and 10 
am on Dec. 11.

• A thief stole a Nissan 
from Keap Street near Grand 
Street beetween 7 am on Dec. 
9 and 2 pm the next day.

• A thief stole a Nissan on 
Meserole Street near Union 
Avenue between noon and 7 
pm on Dec. 10.

 — Aaron Short

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Punching bag
A perp punched a woman 

in front of her N. Henry Street 
house and stole her bag on 
Dec. 7.

The victim was on her 
stoop near Norman Avenue 
at 5:45 pm when the perp 
tapped her on the shoulder 
before punching her in the 
face, taking her bag, and 
fleeing.

Unwanted lobby 
A thief mugged a woman 

for her purse inside her King-
sland Avenue building on 
Dec. 7.

The perp followed his vic-
tim into the lobby near Lom-
bardy Street at 9:15 pm, cov-
ered her mouth and struggled 
with her. She screamed, but 
he took her bag with her wal-
let, phone and iPod inside, 
and ran out the door.

Phone grab
A thief punched a man in 

the back of his head and stole 
his phone on Bedford Ave-
nue on Dec. 11.

The victim was near 
N. 14th Street at 2:30 am 
when the perp approached 
him, punched his head, and 
grabbed the device.

Lots of dough
A thief stole a cash reg-

ister from a N. Fifth Street 
tavern on Dec. 6.

The perp broke into the 
business at 2:45 am and took 
the register, before fleeing to 
Berry Street.

Laptop taken
A perp stole a laptop from 

a Union Avenue apartment 
on Dec. 9.

The tenant left her apart-
ment near Withers Street at 
12:30 pm and returned six 
hours later to find her front 
door open and her stuff 
gone.

Xmas x’d
A thief stole Christmas 

toys from a car on Mor-
gan Avenue overnight on 
Dec. 7.

The driver parked near 
Maspeth Avenue at 11:30 
pm and four hours later to 
find that his passenger-side 
window was broken and his 
toys, iPhone and laptop were 
missing.

Wallet taken
A thief stole a handbag, 

wallet and gift card from a 
car on Wythe Avenue over-
night on Dec. 9.

The driver parked near N. 
12th Street at 11 pm, but when 
she returned at 3:30 am, her 
stuff was gone.

iPod removed
A thief stole an iPod and 

credit card from a car on Bed-
ford Avenue on Dec. 11.

The driver parked near Lo-
rimer Street at 7:30 am and 
returned three hours later to 
find her window smashed and 
her stuff missing.

 — Aaron Short
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BROOK-
LYN’S 
GOT 
BRAINS.

Get smart. Go Brooklyn.

If you were creating  
a new college in New York  
dedicated to scientific exploration  
and technological innovation,  
wouldn’t you put it  
right in the middle  
of some of the smartest,  
best educated, most energetic  
people in the city?  
A place that’s connected,  
wired, and ready to go?  
In other words,  
wouldn’t you put it in  
Downtown Brooklyn? 

Paid for by Downtown Brooklyn Partnership and DUMBO Improvement District
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with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.

the suit in Brooklyn Supreme 
Court on Dec. 6. “That’s not 
going to happen.”

Diamond also claims that 
the Department of Transpor-
tation illegally  canceled the 
tunnel tours  in 2010 after the 
FDNY declared the space a 
fire hazard.

The suit is a last-ditch 
stand for Diamond, a one-
time city ally who was show-
ered with money and sup-
port before falling out of 
favor with transportation 
officials who bickered with 
the contrarian trailblazer be-
fore finally evicting.

The passageway was built 
in 1844 as part of a train line 
linking New York to Boston, 
but was closed in 1861 and 
abandoned until the then-19-
year-old Diamond discovered 
the space beneath an Atlan-
tic Avenue manhole. 

The City Planning Com-
mission gave Diamond’s 
Brooklyn Historic Railway 
Association a renewable 10-
year contract to use the tunnel 
for tours in 1986, and re-upped 
the deal twice before ending 
the agreement last year, one 

Lifeguards Wanted
Call 311* or visit www.nyc.gov/parks. Men  

and women ages 16 and up. Paid training if  

hired. Full-time seasonal work at City 

beaches and pools. Minimum starting salary 

approx. $13.50/hour.

*Outside NYC call (212) NEW-YORK. NYC 

Parks is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Take the Lifeguard Qualifying Test  
and make a splash by becoming a  
NYC Parks Lifeguard!

recreation at the site — es-
pecially locals with children 
in area schools.

Now Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights) and 
the school athletic heads are 
trying to convince Brooklyn 
Bridge Park officials to build 
a bigger field and release an-
other request for developers 
before it’s too late.

Pier 5’s recreational bubble 
burst in October after Brook-
lyn Bridge Park  announced 
that it failed to attract a de-
veloper  and wouldn’t seek 
any other contractors to 
build one.

Critics accused park of-
ficials of scuttling the win-
ter-proof facility by setting 
unrealistic requirements for 
operators. For instance, the 
facility would have no rest 
rooms or locker rooms, and 
the owner would pay for main-
tenance, operations and off-
season storage —  all while 
offering free or low-cost 
access to the bubble , which 
would cost  about $2 million 
to construct , only $750,000 
of which would have been 
covered by the city.

The failure of the bubble 

to be included on Pier 5 is a 
major loss for Squadron, who 
maintains that the city has 
a “good faith” obligation to 
build a year-round recreation 
center as part of  a deal he 
made with Mayor Bloomberg 
in August  to allow some lux-
ury housing inside the park 
to fund the $16-million an-
nual upkeep.

But the fine print only re-
quires park planners to is-
sue a formal request for pro-
posals for a bubble, which 
they did.

Some park advocates  are 
slamming Squadron  for giv-
ing up his veto over condos 
at John Street and Pier 6 — 
and not getting the promised 
indoor sports facility.

“We thought Squadron 
would use the veto power 
to get a good deal — and 
that’s not what he got,” said 
Jeff Strabone, a Cobble Hill 
resident.

For his part, Squadron said 
that “the obligation will be 
kept.”

“It’s premature to say the 
bubble is dead,” he added.

Even alive, a private-
school–run bubble is mak-
ing some park advocates 
nervous.

“It’s a slippery slope when 

rial on the mural. “They didn’t 
mention me and they said in the 
future in they would.”

Garcia, perhaps, doth pro-
test too much. After all, his 
painting of Biggie Smalls it-
self was appropriated from 
the Cuban Revolution’s ulti-
mate symbol — the  famous 

Alberto Korda photograph of 
Che  — to service Meenan’s 
eco-revolutionary, Habana 
Outpost brand.

In fact, only Meenan’s web-
site — seanmeenan.com — is 
credited on the painting. But 
the mural’s crew included es-
tablished graffiti artists such as 
Cern One, and legend Lee Qui-

nones, who was initially cred-
ited with the whole thing  .

To Meenan, the artistic con-
troversy is over.

“The mural is what it is,” 
he said. “It’s done.”

But not to Garcia.
“One of the founding things 

when I negotiated it was that 
my name was on the wall, and I 
would have liked it to be there,” 
he said. “It’s my work and I’d 
like it to be treated as such.”

Beyond the issue of credit 

is the issue of imagery. Should 
Communist icons be recycled 
into capitalist branding? In a 
word, yes.

“It’s not uncommon for rev-
olutionary imagery to be used 
for commercial purposes,” 
said Lincoln Cushing, a Cu-
ban-born expert on Commu-
nist poster art.

The iconic Korda photo of 
Guevara, for example, is one of 
the most recognizable images 
in the world — and it’s used to 

brand products  such as vodka , 
 ice cream , and T-shirts  .

Meenan said he saw no 
irony in using the commu-
nist imagery to promote his 
company or his  Habana Works  
project, which sponsors urban 
environmentalism projects.

“We give a lot back to the 
community,” said Meenan. 
“I don’t think that Fidel or 
Che would have a problem 
with us.”

Continued from page 1

BIGGIE...
Continued from page 1

BUBBLE... you have private entities run-
ning what should be public fa-
cilities,” said Judi Francis of 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund. “The good news 
is that the schools to date have 
been very cooperative.”

Doreen Gallo, president of 
the DUMBO Neighborhood 
Alliance, is helping organize 
area schools to demand regu-
lation-sized fields at the pier. 
She said that proper fields is 
the first priority — then the 
private schools will consider 
operating a bubble.

She said that the elite 
schools don’t want the Pier 
5 fields only for themselves, 
but as a shared facility with 
the community.

“All this money is going into 
creating a park and we’re still 
looking at the same situation 
— we have nowhere to play 
our games,” Gallo said.

“No one’s asking for own-
ership. We’d just like to be 
able to play in our own neigh-
borhood — on regulation-
sized fields.”

Park spokeswoman El-
len Ryan claimed that reg-
ulation-sized fields aren’t 
feasible because the pier is 
too small, but that she wel-
comed the schools’ feedback 
on the bubble.

“We are always willing 
to hear ideas for enhancing 
recreational use at Pier 5,” 
she said.

Continued from page 1

TROLLEY... the project, known as a “revo-
cable consent,” in 2003, after 
deciding to sell the right-of-
way for the route to the high-
est bidder.

That never happened, as  the 
city derailed the proposal in 
2011  when the Department 
of Transportation found that 
the $176-million system would 
serve just 1,822 riders each day. 
Diamond says he could have 
built the 6.8-mile loop for $102 
million.

Regardless, Law Depart-
ment spokeswoman Connie 
Pankratz said the lawsuit 
should be derailed.

“The city withdrew its 
consent owing to serious pub-
lic safety concerns cited by 
the FDNY,” Pankratz said in a 
statement that did not address 
the streetcar project.

with beer bottles, apples and 
water balloons at the same 
spot — although it’s unclear 
whether the same group of 
teens was involved in those 
attacks.

Police said that reports 
of violence have dwindled 

as the cold weather has re-
duced bicycle commuting, 
but cops are still hunting 
the attackers.

“We are working with the 
housing complex to increase 
patrol near the footbridge,” 
a spokeswoman for the 88th 
Precinct said.

week after the Fire Depart-
ment canceled an underground 
film series in the tunnel cit-
ing safety concerns.

Diamond began laying 
down tracks for the street-
car line that was slated to 
run from Beard Street to the 
subway nexus at Borough Hall 
via Columbia Street and Atlan-
tic Avenue in the late 1990s, 
and received approval from the 
planning commission under 
the city’s lengthy land-use re-
view process to complete the 
project in 2000. 

But Diamond alleges 
that transportation officials 
changed their minds and re-
moved his rights to develop 

Continued from page 1

TRAP...
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Suspected
Southern rock ain’t just the Allman Broth-

ers anymore.
The New Orleans Suspects, a supergroup 

featuring members of the Dirty Dozen, the 
Radiators and the Neville Brothers, are com-

ing to Brooklyn Bowl 
on Dec. 17 — but don’t 
expect the same old Di-
xie swamp music.

“We’re kind of a 
hybrid of those three 
bands,” said bass-
ist Reggie Scanlan. 
“You have some brass 
in there, some of the 
funk and the jam-band 

rock feel of the Radiators.”
The Suspects’ set will feature a few origi-

nals, as well as classic covers from Bob Dy-
lan and Traffic, to which they apply a distinct, 
New Orleans twist.

“We’ll play some straight rock songs, but we 
give them that New Orleans second-line feel,” said 
Scanlan. “It’s kind of what they call the basic beat-
down here, the second-line beat, and if you grew 
up in New Orleans playing, you give your music 
that kind of twist, like if you grew up in Havana 
everything would have a mamba beat.”

New Orleans Suspects at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369]. Dec. 
17, 8 pm, $12 — Colin Mixson

M U S I C

Legendary guitarist Arthur Neilson will 
jam with the Black Coffee Blues Band on Jan. 
1 at Pete’s Waterfront Ale House on Atlan-
tic Avenue.

“Blues is filled with emotion,” said Neilson, 
who’s lived on Plaza Street East between Flat-
bush and Vanderbilt av-
enues for 15 years. “It 
lifts my spirits when I 
listen to it.”

The 59-year-old 
blues man made his 
bones with “The A 
Train Blues Band” in 
the early 1970s, and 
toured brief ly with 
rock icon Cyndi Lau-
per and played with greats such as BB King 
and Buddy Guy.

The secret to Neilson’s success has been 
picking a theme and sticking to it.

“I usually like to sing about women prob-
lems,” Neilson said. “Mostly about missing 
my wife when I’m on the road.”

At least he won’t have that problem on New 
Year’s Day.

Arthur Neilson at Pete’s Waterfront Ale 
House [155 Atlantic Ave. between Clinton and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 522-
3794], Jan. 1, 3 pm. Free. For info, visit water-
frontalehouse.com — Daniel Bush

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

C
hristmas is just a week and change 
away, which means the next two week-
ends are chock full of holiday cheer, 

holiday shows, holiday parties and holi-
day spirit — yes, we mean the alcoholic 
kind. So throw it all back, and soak it all 
in, by stopping by a few of the greatest 
holiday parties and performances the bor-
ough has to offer.

Merry-onette Christmas
Looking for some family fun this holi-

day, strings attached? You’re in luck! Go 
check out the The Czechoslovak-Ameri-
can Marionette Theatre’s unconventional 
re-imagining of the Dicken’s classic, “A 
Christmas Carol.”

ClockWorks Puppet Theatre, [196 Co-
lumbia St. between Sackett and Degraw 
Streets at the Brooklyn Waterfront, (212) 
614-0001], through Dec. 31, 7 pm on 
weekdays and at 4 pm on weekends, 
$20 ($12 for kids). For info, visit www.cos-
micbicycle.com

‘The Nutcracker,’ of course
What kind of holiday happenings 

list would this be if we didn’t start it off 
with a tried and true Christmas tradition? 
That’s right, we’re talking about “The Nut-
cracker,” that classically gorgeous bal-
let that chronicles the adventures of one 
lucky little girl whose nutcracker comes 
to life on Christmas Eve. And to make 
things even more special, the American 
Ballet Theater is producing this year’s 
“Nutcracker” exclusively in Brooklyn at 
— where else? — BAM.

“The Nutcracker” at Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 

Greene, (718) 636-4100], through Dec. 31, 
$25-$120. For info, visit www.bam.org.

Gin-gerbread house party
Put the gin in ginger bread this holi-

day season at a boozy gingerbread house 
construction party, hosted by Overflow 
Magazine. Don’t miss the specialty gin 
and ginger cocktail the folks at Littlefield 
will be slinging.

Littlefield [622 Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
855-3388], Dec. 17 at 8 pm. $6 ($5 with in-
gredients for the gingerbread house). For 

info, visit www.littlefieldnyc.com

Nice and naughty
Looking for a risque holiday bash? Will-

ing to settle for coal in your stockings? The 
Greenpoint Gallery is hosting the Black 
Christmas Burlesque show for Brooklyn’s 
naughtiest boys and girls.

Greenpoint Gallery [390 McGuinness 
Blvd. between Clay and Dupont streets 
in Greenpoint], Dec. 17 at 10:30 pm, 
$12 ($10 in advance). For info, visit www.
thegreenpointgallery.com

Shopping small
Trying to avoid the holiday crush at your 

local big-box outlet? Check out Brooklyn 
Craft Central’s Fourth Annual Holiday 
Market, featuring 65 choice craft booths 
and delectable food truck fare to calm 
those last-minute shopping nerves.

Littlefield [633 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 855-3388] Dec. 17–18 at noon. For 
info, visit www.littlefieldnyc.com

Nordic pole
Nothing says Christmas like Vikings, 

so have yourself a merry little Scandina-
vian Christmas at Nordic Delicacies on 
Dec. 17, when the Bay Ridge shop will set 
up a special holiday market hosted by the 
Scandinavian East Coast Museum.

Nordic Delicacies [6909 Third Ave. be-
tween 69th Street and Ovington Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-1874], Dec. 17 at 
10 am. For info, visit www.scandinavian-
museum.org

A very Kermit Christmas
The Muppet Vault will be cracked open 

once again, just in time for Christmas. 
So sit back, relax and catch the “Muppet 
Family Christmas,” as well as a compila-
tion of Muppet holiday clips, with a group 
of the biggest Muppet fans in Brooklyn. 
Like last time, there will be drink spe-
cials, trivia, and prizes.

Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400] Dec. 18 at 2 pm, $8. For 
info, visit www.toughpigs.com

Dinner theater
There is no such thing as a free lunch — 

but there is a free supper, thanks to the Brave 
New World Repertory Company, which will 

Blue year!
M U S I C

Fried & glory
The borough’s top potato smiths will trans-

form the Brooklyn Academy of Music’s an-
nual Latke Festival on Monday night into a 
vertible all-star game — a Hanukkah miracle 
if there ever was one.

Noah Bernamoff 
(pictured) from Mile 
End Deli, The Vander-
bilt’s Saul Bolton, and 
the Gold Coast Delica-
tessen’s Adam Ross are 
the front runners, along 
with dark horse con-
testant Dori Fern, who 
won an Edible Brook-
lyn competition with her 
“Double-Happiness Po-

tato Latkes with Five-Spice Duck Confit.”
Bernamoff isn’t worried.
“Our secret ingredient has stood the test of 

time and should render us victorious in the latke 
battle,” said the pastrami king of Hoyt Street, 
who was as tight-lipped as a Maccabee.

Judges don’t care what a chef does — as 
long as it’s good.

“We judge far more on final flavor than the 
other factors,” said judge Rachel Wharton of 
Edible Brooklyn, who will compare notes with 
World Trade Center Memorial architect Mi-
chael Arad, food writer Melissa Clark, and, of 
course, Borough President Markowitz.

Latke Festival at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. at Fulton Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], Dec. 19, 
6:30-9 pm. Tickets $30. For info, www.bam.
org. — Aaron Short

F E S T I VA L

NY State Liquor Authority Approved Free Poker Network tournaments as the only free poker tournaments allowed in licensed establishments.

8PM TUESDAY NIGHTS AT 66 WATER STREET 

www.freepokernetwork.com

$10,000 WSOP Main Event Seat

Water Street Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge
66 WATER STREET in DUMBO 718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

LA PIAZZA PIZZERIA
229 Prospect Park West

(near Windsor Place) Windsor Terrace
718-499-0006

www.lapiazzapizzeria.com

Midnight Madness
in Windsor Terrace

Eat In, Take Out, or Free Local Delivery to 
Park Slope & Windsor Terrace

UP LATE?  
Head over to La Piazza Pizzeria each Friday 

night for the Midnight Madness deal

All slices are $1 from 11:30pm–Midnight
Come grab yours!

Christmas party!Christmas party!

Your last-minute guide to the holiday shows in the borough

See X-MAS on page 12

Winter wonderland: The Muppet Vault returns with a yuletide screening 
of “Muppet Family Christmas,” at Union Hall on Dec. 18. (Top) “The Nut-
cracker” will be onstage at BAM through Dec. 31.
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majorleaguedreidel.com. 
MUSIC, SAM KININGER BAND: Free. 

7 pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 16.

MUSIC, OUT TO LUNCH — THE 
MUSIC OF ERIC DOLPHY WITH 
THE RUSS JOHNSON QUINTET: 
$15. 8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. between Third Avenue and 
Nevins Street in Boerum Hill, (212) 
219-8242], www.roulette.org. 

THEATER, COMIC BOOK-THEMED 
COMEDY SHOW: With read-
ings from classics such as “The 
Hulk” and “Spiderman.” $10. 9 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. between Union and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 857-
4816], brooklynlyceum.com. 

MUSIC, KINGS COUNTY ALL-STAR 
CHRISTMAS SHOW: Free. 9 pm. 
Tea Lounge [837 Union St. at Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
789-2762], www.tealoungeny.com. 

DANCE, DANCE PARTY: Featuring 
hustle, Latin, swing and salsa music. 
$15. 9 pm. Dancefever Studios 
[3009 Ave. J between E. 31st Street 
and Nostrand Avenue in Flatlands, 
(718) 253-0939], www.dancefever-

studios.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 
SCANDINAVIAN CHRISTMAS MAR-

KET: Unique items for sale and live 
entertainment, presented by the 
Scandinavian East Coast Museum. 
Free. 10 am–3 pm. Nordic Delica-
cies [6909 Third Ave. at 70th Street 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-5950]. 

OTHER
WORKSHOP, JOB TRAINING: Com-

puter literacy and job readiness 
classes. Free. 10 am—1 pm. Pros-
pect Park YMCA [357 Ninth St., 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-7100], www.
ymcanyc.org.

HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE, SUPER-
HERO STYLE: Featuring perfor-
mances wherein superheroes take 
each other on in (family-friendly) 
battles! $10. 3 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at President Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

JINGLE BELL JAMBOREE: Holiday 
concert and sing-a-long. Presented 
by the Park Slope Civic Council. 
Performances by Old First Family 
String Band, The Brooklyn Com-
munity Chorus and the MS 51 Show 
Choir. $5-$10. 7 pm. Congrega-
tion Beth Elohim (274 Garfi eld Pl. at 

FRI, DEC. 16
FIRE SALE: Books up to 40 percent 

off. Free. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: The 
American Ballet Theatre presents 
a Christmas favorite. $25-$120. 1 
pm and 6 pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 
OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN-
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)”: This 
adaptation of Dickens’s classic 
features more than 30 puppets and 
holiday songs in Czech, English, He-
brew and Swahili. $20 ($12 children). 
7 pm. Clockwork Puppet Theater 
[196 Columbia St. between Sackett 
and DeGraw streets in Red Hook, 
(212) 868-4444], www.smarttix.com.

MUSIC, DANI ELLIOTT: Free. 7 pm. 
BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: A fairy 
tale that blends opera, circus, 
dance, and theater. $35 ($30 se-
niors and children under 17). 7 pm. 
Bond Street Theatre [303 Bond St. 
at Union Street in Carroll Gardens, 
(800) 838-3006], www.companyxiv.
com.

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY IN 
“MISTERMAN”: The fourth in a 
series of acclaimed works by Enda 
Walsh. $55 / $70 for premium seats. 
8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. at Dock Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 254-8779], www.stannsware-
house.org.

MUSIC, CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT: 
Presented by the Brooklyn Chamber 
Music Society. $30. 8 pm. Chapel of 
the First Unitarian Church [48 Pier-
repont St. at Hicks Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 624-5466], fuub.org. 

MUSIC, DEBBIE DEAN: Free. 9 pm. 
Tea Lounge [837 Union St. at Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
789-2762], www.tealoungeny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 17

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: 2 pm 

and 7 pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 
THEATER, “A RADIO CHRISTMAS 

CAROL”: The Charles Dickens clas-
sic. $20. 3 pm. St. Charles Borromeo 
Church [21 Sidney Pl. at Livingston 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
624-3614], www.theater2020.com. 

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: 3 pm and 
7 pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 
OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN-
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 4 pm 
and 7 pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

MAJOR LEAGUE DREIDEL FINALS: 
Hundreds of pro top-spinners 
compete in the Spinagogue. 6 pm. 
Knitting Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696], www.

Eighth Avenue in Park Slope), www.
parkslopeciviccouncil.org. 

FILM, “BUMPS, BELLOWS AND 
BRAWLS”: A documentary fi lm by 
Bruce McClure. $15. 9 pm. Union 
Docs [322 Union Ave. between 
Maujer and Ten Eyck streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (516) 987-4787], www.
uniondocs.org. 

SUN, DEC. 18

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: 1 pm 

and 6 pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 
DANCE, BALLET: Le Dance Off mem-

bers perform to music from Bach to 
Lady Gaga. $25. 3 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Decatur Avenue in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 368-5596], 
www.onstageatkingsborough.org.

THEATER, “HIP, HEYMISH & HANUK-
KAH”: Featuring Tony-nominated 
Folksbiene Yiddish Theatre star, 
Eleanor Reissa. $25. 3 pm. Kings-
borough Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Decatur Avenue in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 368-5000], 
www.kingsborough.edu.

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: 3 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 16. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS CAROL, 
OY! HANUKKAH, MERRY KWAN-
ZAA (HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 4 pm 
and 7 pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

MUSIC, UNDERGROUND JAZZ IN 
DITMAS PARK: part of a weekly 
underground jazz series. $10. 8:30 
pm. Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 240-
5850], www.sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 

OTHER
BASEBALL TRYOUTS: Brooklyn Bull-

dogs hosting open auditions for 
children 9-13 years old. Pre-registra-
tion of tryout time required. Free. 
9:45 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Collabora-
tive School (610 Henry St. between 
Third and Fourth places in Carroll 
Gardens), www.78pyc.org. 

FAT BEAGLE BBQ COOKOFF: $20. 1 
pm. Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 240-
5850], www.sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

MON, DEC. 19
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 
FILM, “PINGU”: A “Big Movies for Lit-

tle Kids” favorite. $7. 4 pm. Cobble 
Hill Cinema [265 Court St. between 
Butler & Douglass streets in Cobble 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
December 17

Ex-mas
The second annual 
Morbid Anatomy holi-
day fair — an oddball 
craft show hosted by 
a research library in 
Gowanus — is selling 
jewelry, art and other 
gifts for that special 
someone who’s more 
into Tim Burton than 
Santa Claus. Yes, 
we’re talking voodoo 
photographs, ceramic 
bat masks, sinister 
jewelry with gory vials 
and countless other 
artifacts, not to men-
tion free Brooklyn 
Brewery beer.

Noon–6 pm. Morbid 
Anatomy Library [543 
Union St. between Bond 
and Nevins streets in 
Gowanus, (718) 702-
5937]. Also Dec. 18. For 
info, visit morbidanato-
my.blogspot.com.

SUNDAY
December 18

Meet up
The only commitment 
that matters at this 
matchmaking event is 
a commitment to sign-
ing a lease. Room-
mates Wanted NYC is 
back, giving you a 
chance to find the 
man or woman of your 
(Platonic) dreams. It’s 
simple: if you want a 
roommate, pick up a 
red nametag. If you 
need an apartment, 
go for a green one. 
Mingle all night and 
make a deal (you 
don’t need a blood 
test, but good refer-
ences help!).

5 pm. Soda Bar [629 
Vanderbilt Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230-8393]. $5 suggested 
donation. 

TUESDAY
December 20

Murphy’s 
law
It’s almost your last 
chance to catch the 
awesome new Enda 
Walsh play, “Mister-
man” at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse, which is 
something of a second 
home for the Irish 
playwright. Heartthrob 
Cillian Murphy (“28 
Days Later”) stars as a 
small-town preacher 
who tries to bring sal-
vation to everyone (all 
of whom are played by 
Murphy, too) only to 
bring about his own 
undoing. 

8 pm. “Misterman” at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [38 
Water St. between Main 
and Dock streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-
8779], through Dec. 21. 
Tickets, $35. 

THURSDAY
December 22

End of daze
Love him, hate him or 
simply lust after his fre-
quent online nudity, but 
Gersh Kuntzman cer-
tainly brought a strong 
voice to The Brooklyn 
Paper. But all good 
things come to an end, 
so Kuntzman is moving 
on to (get this!) teach 
journalism at CUNY’s 
graduate school. Kuntz-
man teaching?! Buddha 
help the youth of Amer-
ica! Still, raise a glass to 
Kuntzman at his fare-
well bash (and toast 
successor Vince 
DiMiceli).

7 pm. Kuntzman farewell 
at ReBar (147 Front St. 
between Jay and Pearl 
streets in DUMBO). Call 
(718) 260-4504 for info.

FRIDAY
December 23

The Dickens
Head to the Clock-
works Puppet Theater 
on Columbia Street for 
the ultimate holiday 
mash-up, “A Christmas 
Carol, Oy! Hanukkah, 
Merry Kwanzaa (Happy 
Ramadan),” presented 
by the Czechoslovak-
American Marionette 
Theater. As our pup-
petry, mime and kid’s 
music critic Thurston 
Dooley III says, “The 
Czechs are renowned 
for their string work. I 
wouldn’t miss it.”

7 pm. “A Christmas Carol, 
Oy! Hanukkah, Merry 
Kwanzaa (Happy 
Ramadan)” at Clockwork 
Puppet Theater [196 
Columbia St. between 
Sackett and DeGraw 
streets in Red Hook, (212) 
868-4444]. To order tickets, 
visit www.smarttix.com.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 12

MON, DEC. 19
Community Board 8 Police, 
Public Safety Committee. 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 77th 
Police Precincthouse [127 Utica 
Ave. at Bergen Street in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 467-5574], www.
brooklyncb8.org. 
Community Board 10. Monthly 

meeting. 7:15 pm. Shore Hill 
Community Room [9000 Shore Rd. 
at 91st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-6827], www.bkcb10.org. 

THURS, DEC. 22
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary Club. 
Weekly meeting. 12:15 pm. 
Brooklyn Marriott [333 Adams St. 
in Downtown, (917) 804-0797]. 

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com
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Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events
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SATNICK’S FINE JEWELRY  
AND WATCHES

187 State Street (between Court & Boerum)
718-852-1421

Holiday Hours starting Nov. 28th:  M–F 10am–6:30pm · Sat 11am–5pm
***OPEN SUNDAY, DEC. 19th***

**All sales are final and my not be combined with any other discount or previous sale. Antiques/watches, custom orders, jewelry 
marked “special,” Chamilia and Lum-Tec watches are all excluded from this sale. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a 
first come-first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and merchandise bought Nov. 24 does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th, 2011.

SPECIAL 
PROMOTION

November 24th – December 31st

to be continuedd
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Buy one Bead, Bracelet, Necklace or Earrings 
and receive the second one

FREE!
(on in-stock merchandise of equal or lesser value)

Trade in your old jewelry and receive 10% towards your next purchase!

SPECTACULAR HOLIDAY SALE!
Sterling Silver  

Jewelry
$15 and up

14kt Gold Jewelry
$50 and up

Semi-Precious Jewelry
$25 and up

Diamond Stud 
Earrings

$195 and up

14kt Gold Diamond 
Engagement Rings

$795 and up

Mens Jewelry
$25 and up

All Brand Name 
Watches

$75 and up

Murano Glass Jewelry
$25 and up

DCA #1272660

Tressed to kill: Go see curly-haired soul crooner Dani Elliott per-
form at BAMcafe on Dec. 17.

Marco Polo Ristorante
Call for reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union Street
in Carroll Gardens
www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

CHRISTMAS EVE & 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

at Marco Polo
ANTIPASTO

Insalata D’ Aragosta

Seafood Cocktail Combo

Calamari E Gamberi 

Frutti Di Mare

Antipasto Caldo
-

PRIMI PIATTI

Risotto Asparagi E Gamberi

Capellini Con Polpa Di Granchi 

Papardelle Al Pomodoro

Pasta Nera Adriatica

SECONDI PIATTI

Tre Pesci con Ginger

Baccala’ Alla  Livornese 

Astice Fra’ Diavolo  

Fileto Di Manzo

DESSERT

Cassata Siciliana

Tartufi Al Cioccolato

SemiFreddo Al Caffé  
 

Gelati & Sorbetti Del Pasticcere
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SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

NOW CELEBRATING OUR 25TH YEAR!

Specialty Cakes by Madison
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY from 7am–3pm

Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah 
& Happy New Year!

Now Open in Park Slope
84 7th Avenue

Between Union Street And Berkeley Place

718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

FAROS 

� A P O �  Authentic Greek Cuisine 

Full Bar, Catering And 
Private Party Bookings Available

OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS EVE DINING

“Take an Asian 
dining ride and 
explore the talents 
of a kitchen that 
serves up cuisine 
with tranquility, fair 
prices and good 
tastes.”  — DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

By Sarah Zorn
for The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou’ll have an offal good time at Allswell 
— chef Nate Smith’s new soup-to-guts 
gastropub in Williamsburg.

The former executive chef of the Spotted 
Pig in the West Village and Dean Street in 
Prospect Heights is too busy thinking up 
supremely delicious preparations for pigs 
ears — i.e. braise for 24 hours in duck fat, 
slice thinly, deep fry and salt heavily — an 
ideal bar snack reminiscent of pork rinds or 
chicharrones — until you bite into the part 
that is unmistakably an inner earlobe.

“We haven’t had a problem selling out 
(those kind of) dishes — people are excited 
to try new things,” confirmed Smith. 

“The meat-heavy nature of our menu is 
a product of how we source it, which is pri-
marily through local farms and markets,” 
he continued. “As the winter months ar-
rive, the options for locally sourced pro-
duce decrease a great deal, hence more 
meat cuts on the menu.”

Adventurous carnivores will definitely 
appreciate the musky merits of Smith’s rich 
duck, goose or lamb liver toasts ($6), tongue 
with dill and caper crème fraiche ($12), or 
hulking chops of wild boar ($28) — although 
palates and cardiologist alike will welcome 
a simple plate of pickled beets and mint ($5), 
or a pleasantly astringent salad of apples, tur-
nips, tarragon and goat cheese ($12).

“A gastropub isn’t necessarily a burg-
ers-and-fries kind of place — I wanted to 

elevate the food beyond what you would 
expect,” said Smith. “It’s not blue collar 
necessarily, but it’s not white tablecloth 
either. There’s a sense of humor behind 
things, but a seriousness as well — it’s 
like a balance.”

Just don’t attempt to balance out an in-
dulgent meal at Allswell by skipping des-
sert — Smith has an ace up his sleeve in 
wife and pastry impresario Sophie Kamin, 
who turns out goodies like spicy choco-
late tart ($6), and homey wedges of Meyer 
Lemon Shaker pie ($7).

But we can’t promise that the expertly 
flaky crust didn’t get a little help from an-
imal fat.

Allswell [124 Bedford Ave. at N. 10th 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 799-2743].

By Dan MacLeod
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his Italian restaurant has 
a German accent.

Buschenshank — 
the newest culinary ven-
ture from the founder of bur-
geoning pizza chain South 
Brooklyn Pizza, James 
McGown — is modeled after 
wine taverns in Alto Adige, 
a region of northern Italy 
that borders Austria.

“It’s really a part of the 
world that no one writes 
about,” said McGown, hold-
ing a giant stein of beer at 
the restaurant’s pre-open-
ing party on last Wednesday 
night, referencing the region 
of Italy that’s actually more 
lederhosen than gondolier 
stripes. “[The people there] 
aren’t really Italian.”

And neither is the food. We 
sampled the fare at the res-
taurant’s pre-opening bash, 
where we nibbled on special-
ties such as succulant shortribs 
and smoked bratwurst — both 
served with saurkraut — and 
slices of ribeye with with sweet 
sauce (though not quite tender 
enough for our delicate pal-
ates). The housemade pretzel 
with cheese — a blend of three 
cheeses and mustard — was, 
on the other hand, an unex-
pected favorite. 

“In that region, there are 
so many similar ingredients 

that are served differently,” 
McGown said. “The trick 
is narrowing it so that it’s 
served properly.”

But the cuisine isn’t the 
only thing that feels distinctly 
German. The cozy restaurant 
— formerly an Off Track Bet-
ting site abandoned in 2005 
— is styled after a classic 
beer hall, with long tables 
and a horseshoe-shaped bar. 
McGowan said that he’s turn-
ing the basement into a second 
bar, and renovating the res-
taurant’s top floor — which 
used to be a brothel — for 
private parties.

We would have loved to try 
some more substantial fare — 
like maybe the $35 Buschen-
shank burger, made of dry-
aged ribeye, bison, shaved 
black truffle and melted 
foie gras — but the best we 
could get was some goat-
cheese pizza from the restau-
rant’s side window — after 
all, Buschenschank might be 
German influenced, but its 
roots are still Italian.

Buschenshank [320 
Court St. between Sack-
ett and Degraw streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 237-
0325]. Open 11 am–4 am.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Shanty [79 Richardson St., between Leonard and Lorimer streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 412-0874]. Open daily, 5 pm–2 am. For info, visit ny-
distilling.com.

All’s well at Allswell
Nate Smith’s new gastropub is offi cially a winner!

Nein to Italian
Buschenshank’s German accent

Beerderhosen: Buschenschank server Conor Hall 
carries a tray of beer to guests. 
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He’s back: Allswell owner Nate Smith 
shows off his pride and joy: bacon from 
Vermont.
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FREE 
CHANNEL TIME

MEDIA TRAINING
CLASSES

FREE PRODUCTION FACILITIES 
& EQUIPMENT 

THE VOICE OF BROOKLYN

Learn more at bricartsmedia.org/cm
BROOKLYNITES TO BENEFIT FROM SIGNIFICANT EXPANSION 
OF BRIC’S COMMUNITY MEDIA PROGRAMS
Brooklyn residents can look forward to a host of enhancements to BRIC’s community media programs 
with exciting new initiatives on the horizon.
These new offerings will ensure that BRIC 

continues as a leader in the field of commu-

nity access television. Our aim is to foster a 

dynamic community of local media produc-

ers, and also to provide training that informs 

emerging media-makers about a broad range 

of media.

Like all public access television networks 

in New York City, BRIC’s community media 

programming services are funded largely 

through grants provided by local cable pro-

viders. Thanks to increased funding expected 

from Cablevision, Time Warner Cable, and 

Verizon, we can now provide Brooklynites 

with significantly upgraded and expanded 

media resources as identified in a recent 

community needs assessment survey—the 

blueprint for our expanded-services plan. 

For our existing community of produc-

ers and for those who wish to receive train-

ing in media production, we are already de-

veloping new and enhanced facilities. BRIC’s 

Community Media Center at BRIC Arts | Media 

House, re-opening in 2013, will be upgraded 

with superior production facilities, addition-

al editing systems, and a welcoming lobby 

space. An extensive educational media train-

ing center will accommodate increased class 

offerings and also address the changing ways 

people use media technology. In addition to 

new facilities at BRIC House, we are explor-

ing how best to foster greater access to media 

equipment and facilities, and to support user 

participation throughout the borough. 

While BRIC House renovations are un-

derway, our main priority is to sustain ser-

vices and access to facilities for our existing 

community producers and to continue offer-

ing media training for the public. Since July, 

we have operated at our interim location at 

the Old American Can Factory, 242 3rd Street 

in Gowanus. This home away from home is 

located in an exciting neighborhood, and 

has afforded us the opportunity to meet new 

neighbors, to uncover new sources for stories 

about Brooklyn, and to connect with new po-

tential media makers. In October, we hosted 

two open house events attended by nearly 

150 guests, including community producers 

and fellow tenants from the Old American 

Can Factory. This fall, we also welcomed new 

students to the Brooklyn Center for Media 

Education for courses in editing, field pro-

duction, graphic design, blogging and social 

media. BCME orientations are free and held 

twice monthly, making it easy to learn more 

about our courses and training opportunities. 

The expansion of BRIC’s media services 

comes at a momentous time. Today, people 

are more likely than ever before to get their 

daily dose of reporting on a mobile device 

or to access breaking news via Twitter and 

YouTube. As technology advances, and new 

avenues in communication evolve, BRIC will 

serve our community as a vital media re-

source and active participant in transforming 

how Brooklynites connect to their neighbors, 

governing bodies, institutions, and have their 

voice heard in every possible way.

Renderings of the new community media facilities at 
BRIC House, including a state-of-the-art studio and 
master control. Leah Harper © 2011.

PRODUCER PROFILE CORNER
Get to know the Brooklynites who create programming for the BCAT TV Network

BERNICE BROOKS THE BERNICE BROOKS SHOW

Thursdays, 2:30 & 10:30pm 

Time Warner 35, Cablevision 68, RCN 83, Verizon 43

¶ Brief bio Professional drummer and media production instruc-

tor. ¶ Describe your show It’s original, it’s creative and it’s educational. [To be featured on my 

show] you have to do something, play an instrument. I don’t have anything against rappers, 

but if you’re going to be on my show, you have to play an instrument. ¶ What inspires you to 
produce? There’s so much talent out here. So much unsung talent out here and that’s what I 

go for. ¶ What do you like best about community access television? The honor of having a 

medium or a platform to express what you do—I think that’s very important. It’s a privilege 

that I do not take for granted.

For the complete interview, visit bric.me/u/bernicebrooks

FLORETTE VASSALL EVVY: CULTURAL INTERCHANGE

Saturdays, 3:30pm 

Time Warner 35, Cablevision 68, RCN 83, Verizon 43

¶ Brief bio Former model, teacher and PAN AM stewardess. Actress. 

¶ Describe your show It’s multicultural entertainment. It’s original. Interviews with different 

composers, artists, writers and musicians. And of course, fashion. ¶ What inspires you to 
produce? It’s another way of being creative for me, telling a story. I like editing, selecting my 

shots and figuring out ‘does it go here?’ or ‘does it go there?’ I have all of these programs that 

will hopefully be a part of my legacy. ¶ What do you like best about community access televi-
sion? It’s my time, it’s my program. Being able to use your own voice to throw out your own 

ideas—that’s the part I like the best.

For the complete interview, visit bric.me/u/florettevassall
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FREE ORIENTATION
We hold these orientations so you can become familiar with 

how our organization works, making everyone’s experience 

fun, safe, and productive! In the orientations, we go into more 

detail about community access television, services available 

from BRIC, and our policies and procedures.

Upcoming dates
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 6–8pm

Tuesday, Jan. 10, 6–8pm 

Saturday, Jan. 21, 11am–1pm 

Tuesday, Feb. 7, 6–8pm 

Saturday, Feb. 18, 11am–1pm 

Tuesday, Mar. 6, 6–8pm 

Saturday, Mar. 17, 11am–1pm

BASIC FIELD PRODUCTION 
$50 
Certification Course
This 2–week course trains students to use Panasonic AVCCAM 

digital video cameras—the same used by professional pro-

ducers. In addition to camera operation, you’ll learn how to 

properly light your setting and capture the best audio possible.

Tue & Thu, Jan. 10 – Jan. 19, 2–5pm or 6–9pm

Saturdays, Jan. 14 & Jan. 21, 10:30am–4:30pm

Tue & Thu, Feb. 14 – Feb. 23, 2–5pm or 6–9pm

Saturdays, Feb. 18 & Feb. 25, 10:30am–4:30pm

Tue & Thu, Mar. 20 – Mar. 29, 2–5pm or 6–9pm

Saturdays, Mar. 24 & Mar. 31, 10:30am–4:30pm

VIDEOBLOGGING 101:  
YOUR VIDEO ON THE INTERNET 
$10
If you want the world to see your video, you need to put it on 

the web. This hands–on class will take you through the steps 

needed to set up a blog, upload your footage and the benefits 

of having your video on the Internet.

Wednesday, Feb. 22, 6–8pm

Wednesday, Mar. 28, 6–8pm

BASIC NON–LINEAR EDITING 
$60 
Certification Course
This 3–week course is an excellent introduction to AVID edit-

ing software, used by professional video production houses 

across the nation. Students will learn to navigate AVID’s in-

terface, how to digitize footage, to work with B–roll, audio, still 

images, basic effects and transitions.

Tue & Thu, Jan. 24 – Feb. 9, 2–5pm or 6–9pm

Saturdays, Jan. 28 – Feb. 11, 10:30am – 4:30pm

Tue & Thu, Feb. 28 – Mar. 15, 2–5pm or 6–9pm

Saturdays, Mar. 3 – Mar. 17, 10:30am – 4:30pm

INTRODUCTION TO GRAPHIC DESIGN 
$60
To capture the attention of potential consumers, you need to 

have rich, dynamic visuals. We use Photoshop Elements to 

teach you how to enhance your photos, layout text for printed 

pieces like postcards and one–sheets, explain why attention 

to color and typography is important, and much more. At 

the end of this 6–day, hands–on course, you’ll have the skills 

needed to create your own compelling graphics.

Mon & Wed, Jan. 30 – Feb. 15, 6–9pm

BASIC STUDIO PRODUCTION  
$98 
Certification Course
This 4-week course puts you directly inside a television studio 

so you can learn the ins and outs of shooting a production 

on set. You’ll learn to use professional-grade studio cameras, 

audio equipment, studio lighting, and video switchers, and 

get an introduction to floor management and multi-camera 

direction—all the basic skills needed to produce your own 

studio TV show! 

Mon & Wed, Jan. 9 – Feb. 6, 1–4pm (Jan. 16 off)

Mon & Wed, Feb. 13 – Mar. 7, 1–4pm

Mon & Wed, Mar. 19 – Apr. 11, 1–4pm

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL MEDIA 
FREE
Learn how to connect to the rest of the world using popular 

online social media platforms. In this workshop, we’ll focus 

on the use of Facebook and Twitter. Common lingo, shortcuts 

and practices will be covered as well as a discussion about 

privacy settings and the sharing of photos, videos and links. 

Participants will need to have a valid email address and feel 

comfortable using the Internet to get the most out of this 

class.

Wednesday, Jan. 25, 6–8pm

Wednesday, Mar. 14, 6–8pm

BROOKLYN CENTER FOR MEDIA EDUCATION
Increase your skill set while gaining the opportunity to create programs that reflect your  
passion and interests at our Brooklyn Center for Media Education (BCME).
We provide students with hands-on experience with profes-

sional production equipment, taught by knowledgeable in-

structors. Upon completion of a certification course, BCME 

graduates have free access to our professional, state-of-the-

art equipment and media facility and the opportunity to cre-

ate television programming for BCAT TV Network. 
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BRIC acknowledges public funds for its community media  
programs from New York State Council on the Arts; New York City 

Department of Cultural Affairs; New York City Council members 

Mathieu Eugene, Vincent J. Gentile, Letitia James, Brad Lander, Stephen 

Levin, Darlene Mealy, Domenic M. Recchia, Jr., and Albert Vann. 

The Brooklyn Center for Media Education is supported in part by 
grants from the Goldman Sachs’ Urban Investment Group, and the 

Bloomingdale’s Fund of the Macy’s Foundation. Brooklyn Bulletin Board 

is supported in part by Con Edison. 

We also wish to thank the New York City Department of Cultural 

Affairs for its support of Brooklyn Independent Television productions 

Caught in the Act and Brooklyn On Site, as well as the Brooklyn Cyclones 

for their support of In the Zone and Neighborhood Beat. 

BEST OF BIT WEEK
Tune in each day at 9pm during  
the week of December 26—30  
on Cablevision 69, Time Warner 56,  
RCN 84, and Verizon 44
Sharks get an entire week of television, why shouldn’t Brooklyn?

Wrap up the year with a week of favorite segments from Brooklyn Independent 

Television (BIT) programs like Neighborhood Beat, Caught in the Act, In the Zone, HealthBeat 

Brooklyn and more.

BROOKLYN’S 2011—MONDAY, DEC. 26
From Atlantic Yards’ construction kick-off, to protests over bike lanes and the legal-

ization of gay marriage, we’ll look back at the stories that had you talking in 2011.

THE FASHION OF BROOKLYN—TUESDAY, DEC. 27
We focus on the borough’s shops, designers and fashion trends that make Brooklyn’s 

style undeniably unique.

TWO-WHEELED BROOKLYN—WEDNESDAY, DEC. 28
The number of commuters using bikes as their main transportation continues to 

grow in Brooklyn—and no wonder! This show is dedicated to the borough’s great bike 

shops and community of bipeds who love their two-wheelers. 

CRAFTY BROOKLYN—THURSDAY, DEC. 29
Brooklyn is the epicenter for crafty artisans and designers. We put the borough’s most 

creative people and their wares on display.

BROOKLYN GETS MOVING—FRIDAY, DEC. 30
There are hundreds of ways to be physically active in Brooklyn. We bring you some of 

our favorite programs that will get your heart rate going.

Watch BIT anytime you want!  
Visit bricartsmedia.org/bit 

HOW TO AIR A PROGRAM ON 
YOUR BCAT TV NETWORK
Airing a program on your BCAT TV Network is free 
of charge, just follow these simple steps! 
1. Call 718-683-5605 and ask to make an appointment with our Programming Department.

2. During your 15-minute appointment, show us an unexpired government-issued photo ID 

and a utility bill listing your name and Brooklyn address.

3. Fill out a form or two saying you take full responsibility for all content to be aired during 

your assigned timeslot.

4. Upload your program into our system.

5. Turn on BCAT TV Network and watch your show.

For more information about submitting programs to air on the BCAT TV Network, call 718-

683-5600 or visit bricartsmedia.org/bkfreespeechtv.

ABOUT BRIC ARTS | MEDIA | BKLYN
BRIC Arts | Media | Bklyn presents contemporary art, performing arts and community me-

dia programs that reflect Brooklyn’s creativity and diversity. BRIC also provides resources to 

launch, nurture and showcase artists and media makers. All of BRIC’s offerings are free or low 

cost, to advance access to and understanding of arts and media. Each year, upwards of one 

million people in Brooklyn and citywide are served through BRIC’s programs.

BRIC is the community media access television organization for Brooklyn. Its community me-

dia programs offer residents free access to media production facilities and equipment and 

low-cost media education through the Brooklyn Center for Media Education. BRIC’s communi-

ty media programming also includes programming initiatives aired on the BCAT TV Network: 

community-produced Brooklyn Free Speech TV; BRIC-produced, Brooklyn-focused Brooklyn 

Independent Television; and Brooklyn Bulletin Board, a 24/7 looping announcement service 

used by Brooklyn non-profit organizations.
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42 43 44 45

82 83 84 85

67 68 69 70

34 35 56 57

This is just a sample of our class offerings. Visit bricartsmedia.org/bcme for complete 

listings or call 718-683-5645. All courses convene at our 242 3rd Street location, 

between 3rd and 4th Avenue in Gowanus, Brooklyn.
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David H. Koch is the Lead Underwriter of The Nutcracker. 
LINDA ALLARD GALLEN IS THE ORIGINAL UNDERWRITING  
SPONSOR OF THE NUTCRACKER COSTUMES. 

Leading Corporate Sponsor of the 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis SchoolOfficial Airline Official Card of ABT

Leading Corporate  

Sponsor of Make a Ballet

THE TONI AND MARTIN SOSNOFF
NEW WORKS FUND

 MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
DEC 16
7:00 pm

DEC 18
1:00 pm
6:00 pm

DEC 17
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

DEC 21
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

DEC 22
7:00 pm

DEC 23
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

DEC 19

NO SHOW

DEC 20
7:00 pm

DEC 25

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

DEC 24
2:00 pm

DEC 28
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

DEC 29
7:00 pm

DEC 30
2:00 pm
7:00 pm

DEC 26
7:00 pm

DEC 27
7:00 pm

DEC 31
2:00 pm

718.636.4100  abt.org  BAM.org  BAM Box Office, 30 Lafayette Ave, Brooklyn

See ABT’s e-storybook for The Nutcracker photography, video and even holiday recipes from the dancers!  

www.abt.org/nutcracker

“IN ALEXEI RATMANSKY’S THE NUTCRACKER, AMERICAN BALLET  
THEATRE HAS A PRODUCTION LIKE NO OTHER. MADE WITH COMPLETE  

THEATRICAL AUTHORITY FROM FIRST TO LAST.”– The New York Times

Today – Dec. 31

Photos by Gene Schiavone. Casts and prices subject to change. No refunds or exchanges.

B A M  H O W A R D  G I L M A N  O P E R A  H O U S E

Performances in 
BROOKLYN at BAM!

By Camille Sperrazza
Buy a gift at Life Emporium Thrift 

Shop this holiday season, and you’ll 
be giving more than just a present.  

Money earned at the store is do-
nated to Chai Lifeline, an orga-
nization that helps children with 
cancer and other life-threatening 
illnesses.

The store is managed by Hershy 
and Leah, and other volunteers like 
them, for the sole purpose of sup-
porting Chai Lifeline. This interna-
tional non-profit organization has 
been dedicated to meeting the non-
medical needs of seriously ill chil-
dren and their families for nearly 
26 years. All items sold at the store 
have been donated, and the income 
earned from these donations sup-
ports Chai Lifeline. 

What makes the store unique is that 
the items carried here are “high-end, 
good quality, and very impressive,” 
says Hershy Hannah — the kind of 
items perfect for gift-giving. For ex-
ample, if there is someone on your 
list who likes to collect antiques, this 
is the perfect place to shop. There 
are also great collectibles here, such 
as a 1961 Yankees World Champion 
poster signed by all the players that 
was recently for sale, says Hannah. 
Designer name items from Chanel, 
Gucci, and other top brands can often 
be found at the store as well.

You’ll also find jewelry and vin-
tage shoes. In fact, shoe maven Zia 
Ziprin, a volunteer at the store, says 
Hannah, makes donations from her 
shoe collection. 

“She comes in every week to re-
design windows, change the manne-
quins, and put up the decorations,” 
says Hannah. “She must own about 
4,000 pairs of shoes.” This provides 
you with the opportunity to purchase 
a designer pair of shoes that you might 
not ordinarily be able to afford. 

“They are very well-priced,” as-
sures Hannah, “and they are very 
popular.”

And it’s all for a good cause.
“All of our items are priced to go. 

The objective is to make money for 
the organization.”

The shop is two floors, a total of 
4,000 square feet. The upper level 
carries clothing, jewelry, and acces-
sories. The lower level contains ca-
sual women’s attire, men’s clothing, 
brick-a-brack, collectibles, and fur-
niture, says Hannah. 

New donations arrive daily, so no 
matter when you shop, there’s always 
something new, he says. Need an 
extra piece of furniture for the hol-
idays? You can pick up something 
for as low as $50, he says. There’s 
something for everyone, including 
cameras, radios, and even collect-

ible Hess trucks.
Life Emporium Thrift Shop 

opened in March, and the store has 
been a welcome addition to the com-
munity. Recently, the store held an 
after hours event during which local 
artists displayed their work. 

“Over 100 people turned out,” says 
Hannah. “It was wonderful to display 
such great talent. People supporting 
people is what it’s all about, and we 
are proud to be part of it.”

Other events are being planned 
for the future, including the possi-
bility of a fashion show, he says. Af-
ter all, they already have the clothes, 
jewelry, and shoes. 

“We’ll have models, food, light 
drinks, and discourse,” says Han-
nah. 

If you would like to make a do-
nation, items can be dropped off, 
and tax receipts are provided, says 
Hannah. For larger items, it is rec-
ommended that you call first, as pick 
ups can be arranged, he says.

Come in and browse. 
Life Emporium Thrift Shop [515 

Fifth Ave. corner of 13th street in 
Park Slope, (718) 788-5433]. Open 
Sundays through Thursdays, 11 am 
– 7 pm, and on Fridays, 11 am – 4 
pm. “Like” them on Facebook.

S H O P  ‘ N ’  G O  F E AT U R E D  M E R C H A N T  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Holiday shopping for 
a good cause

Photos by Stefano Giovannini
Life Emporium Thrift Shop in Park Slope is the perfect place to 
find gifts for your loved ones this holiday season.

Life Emporium Thrift Shop has plenty of designer shoes on sale, 
including these Gucci heels, shown off by employee Hannah Rose.

FREE  

with this ad

Antonio’s Pizza
 

(near Carlton Avenue)
Delivery to Park Slope & Prospect Heights

718-398-2300

The BIG CHEESE Of FLATBUSH AVENUE

View our menu / Order online AntoniosBrooklyn.com

Hill, (718) 596-9113], www.
cobblehilltheatre.com . 

MOVIES, “MIRACLE ON 
34TH STREET”: $7. 4 pm. 
Cobble Hill Cinema [265 
Court St. between Butler & 
Douglass streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 596-9113], www.
cobblehilltheatre.com . 

LATKE FESTIVAL!: New York 
chefs will compete in a 
throwdown of classic and 
contemporary potato pan-
cakes. $30. 6:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, THE LEE FAMILY 
BAND: Part of “Jazzy Mon-
days” series. 7 pm. For My 
Sweet [1103 Fulton St. at 
Claver Place in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 857-1427]. 

OPEN REHEARSALS: Brook-
lyn’s Sweet Adelines Bar-
bershop Chorus welcomes 
singers of all voice ranges. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Call for loca-
tion, (718) 833-3399. 

MUSIC, NEW YORKESTRA: 
Free. 9 pm. Tea Lounge 
[837 Union St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
789-2762], www.tealoung-
eny.com. 

TUES, DEC. 20
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 

MUSIC, CHRISTMAS CON-
CERT: Seasonal favorites. 
$15. 1 pm and 7 pm. Visita-
tion Academy [8902 Ridge 
Blvd. at 90th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 680-9452]. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: 7 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 16. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY 
IN “MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 16. 

WED, DEC. 21
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 
COMMUNITY CAROL SING 

AND HOLIDAY PARTY: 
Free. 1:10 pm. St. Ann and 
Holy Trinity Church [157 
Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 875-6960], www.sain-
tannaandholytrinity.org. 

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: 2 pm and 7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

WORKSHOP, TANGO LES-
SONS: For adults and 
youngsters interested in 
ballroom dancing. No ex-
perience and no partners 
necessary. Pre-registration 
for youngsters required. 
Free. 6 pm–9 pm. IS 96 [99 
Ave. P at W. 11th Street in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 232-
2266]. 

WORKSHOP, JOB TRAIN-
ING: 6:30 pm–9:30 pm. 
See Saturday, Dec. 17. 

THEATER, CILLIAN MURPHY 
IN “MISTERMAN”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Dec. 16. 

MUSIC, PHIL NEBLOCK: $15. 

8 pm. Roulette [509 At-
lantic Ave. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Boerum Hill, (212) 219-
8242], www.roulette.org. 

THURS, DEC. 22
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 

16. 
THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 

CAROL, OY! HANUK-
KAH, MERRY KWANZAA 
(HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

THEATER, “A PIRATE 
CHRISTMAS”: Performed 
by the Cabaret Troupe. $15 
($5 students). 7 pm. Visita-
tion Academy [8902 Ridge 
Blvd. at 90th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 680-9452]. 

FAREWELL TO EDITOR 
GERSH KUNTZMAN: After 
six years at the helm of 
The Brooklyn Paper, Gersh 
Kuntzman is leaving with 
one last toast. 7 pm–2 am. 
ReBar [147 Front St. be-
tween Jay and Pearl streets 
in DUMBO, (718) 797-2322], 
rebarnyc.com.

DANCE, “THE NUT-
CRACKER”: 7 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 16. 

FRI, DEC. 23
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 
DANCE, “THE NUT-

CRACKER”: 2 pm and 7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL, OY! HANUK-
KAH, MERRY KWANZAA 

(HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 7 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

MUSIC, LIKE TRAINS AND 
TAXIS: Free. 7 pm. BAM-
Cafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

SAT, DEC. 24

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, “THE NUT-

CRACKER”: 2 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 16. 

THEATER, “A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL, OY! HANUK-
KAH, MERRY KWANZAA 
(HAPPY RAMADAN)”: 4 
pm. See Friday, Dec. 16. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FIRE SALE: See Friday, Dec. 16. 

OTHER
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE-

LIGHT SERVICE: 4 pm. 
Kings Highway United 
Methodist Church [1387 
E. 37th St. between Kings 
Highway and Avenue L in 
Flatlands, (718) 338-6619].

perform Thornton Wilder’s, “The 
Long Christmas Dinner,” before 
serving an actual long Christmas 
dinner (free of charge) for the entire 
audience. Tickets will be available 
the day of the show starting at noon, 
but it’s first come, first serve.

Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], Dec. 
18 at 1:30 pm, 3:30 pm, 5:30 pm 
and 7:30 pm. For info, visit www.
theoldstonehouse.org

Pipes and an organ
Looking to go caroling this hol-

iday, but not don’t trust your pipes 
enough to sing a cappella? The 
Church of Saint Ann and the Holy 
Trinity can help!  The church’s in-
house organist, Gregory Eaton, will 
play along to all those classic holi-
day tunes during the annual Com-
munity Carol Sing event.

Saint Ann and the Holy Trinity 
[157 Montague St. between Clin-
ton and Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, 718) 875-6960], Dec. 21 at 
1:10 pm. For info, visit www.saintan-
nandtheholytrinity.org

Punx-mas
If your holiday uniform consists 

of a pair of shredded jeans and an 
old flannel shirt, you’re going to 
want to check out Merry NYC Punk 
Christmas, featuring punk rock acts 
Kickstarts, On the Offense and The 
Last Stand, before donning your hol-

iday sweater and heading off to a 
regular old Christmas eve with all 
those stodgy aunts and uncles you 
only see once a year.

Bar Matchless [557 Manhattan 
Ave. between Lorimer and Leonard 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 383-
5333], Dec. 23 at 8 pm. For info, visit 

www.barmatchless.com.

‘Fish’ and jam
What should you do on Christ-

mas Eve Eve?  Why not head to the 
Red Star Bar and enjoy an evening 
of jams from Medicine Fish, the Red 
Lights, Don Ryan?

Red Star Bar [37 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 349-0149], Dec. 
23, 7:30 pm. For info, visit www.red-
starny.com

The office party
You probably have a half-day on 

the Friday before Christmas, and 
you probably had plans to head 
to straight for home —  well, for-
get it. Park Slope’s Union Hall is 
hosting Creaghead and Compa-
ny’s Mandatory Office Party and 
you’re required to attend, as host 
Caroline Creaghead and her posse 
of standup comics school you in 
the art of laughter.

Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], Dec. 23, 8 pm, $8. 
For info, visit www.unionhallny.com

Menorah rock
Why occupy something lame, like 

Wall Street, when you can occupy 
something awesome, like Hanukkah, 
with “neo-Jewish”  rock bands like 
Pey Dalid, Moshe Hecht and Ta Shma? 
That’s a rhetorical question.

The Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. between Havemeyer 
Street and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384-7112], Dec. 24, 
8 pm, $18 ($15 in advance). For info, 
visit www.bk.knittingfactory.com.

X-MAS...
Continued from page 7

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Globe trotter: Caroline Craighead — the distinguished boss of 
comedy‚ — is hosting the Mandatory Office Party at Union Hall. 
Attendance is mandatory, and your absence will be reflected in 
your quarterly review.
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Say ‘hay’: Eric Pavony, the acting “Knishoner” of Ma-
jor Leage Dreidel, will oversee the finals on Dec. 17.

2011-2012 SEASON

BrooklynCenterOnline.org or 718-951-4500
Walt Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

2/5 Train to Flatbush Avenue / on-site paid parking available

Brooklyn Center’s Target FamilyFun series is sponsored by:

Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 2pm

All Seats
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BROOKLYN GASTROPUB

147 FRONT ST. DUMBO, BKLYN, NY 11201
WWW.REBARNYC.COM

“ A Shrine to the Art of Eating and Drinking”

IT’S OVER!
YOU’VE MISSED IT! 
JUST KIDDING...BUT YOU ARE ABOUT TO!

LIMITED SPACE LEFT! PLEASE 
CONTACT OUR EVENT COORDINATOR 
NOW! {VERONICA} @ 917.583.9343 TO 
SCHEDULE TOURS & TASTINGS FOR 

GROUPS OF 30-300

WE OFFER A RELAXED AND CASUAL SPACE FOR  
ALL OF YOUR HOLIDAY EVENTS SUCH AS: 

CORPORATE GATHERINGS, HOLIDAY PARTIES, CLIENT 
OUTINGS, INDUSTRY PARTIES, OFFICE PARTIES, AFTER-
PARTIES, WRAP-PARTIES LOCATION SHOOTS, BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES, WEDDINGS, GOING-AWAY PARTIES, BAR/BAT 
MITZVAHS, CHRISTENINGS, GRADUATIONS AND MORE!

RESERVE SPACE NOW
FOR YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY!

{ {

P R E S E N T S

H O L I D AY  H A R M O N I E S

Six choruses, three different shows!

Friday, December 16 at 7:30pm

Saturday, December 17 at 2:00pm

Saturday, December 17 at 7:30pm

featuring special guest soprano Harolyn Blackwell and 
premieres of new works by Ricky Ian Gordon and Joel Martin.

Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral

113 Remsen St., Brooklyn Heights

For more information and to purchase tickets, visit
www.brooklynyouthchorus.org/holidayharmonies

Official Concert Sponsor

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

Choc-Oh-Late Plus
As the name suggests, 

this is the one-stop shop 
for Ridgites looking 

for all things choco-
late. Here, you can 
pick up supplies — 
melting chocolate and 
molds to make your own 
truffles — or ready-made de-
lights, like a multitude of colorful candy-coated 
pretzels. Plus, if your sweet-toothed sweetheart is a 
sucker for cakes and cookies, this place offers culinary classes, too.

Choc-Oh-Late Plus [7911 Fifth Ave. between 79th and 80th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-21000. For info, visit www.choc-
ohlateplus.com.

Candy Cupboard
The Candy Cupboard is Midwood’s solution to a 

sugar craving, and for the holidays, it’s the per-
fect sweet spot to pick up — what else? — a 
Christmas-themed house made completely 
of chocolate, gumdrops and hard candy. 
Who wouldn’t want a piece? If you’re a 
DIY-type, the Candy Cupboard melt-
ing chocolate (in varieties of or-
ange, blue, green, yellow, purple 
and peach) will enable you to make 
colorful — and delicious! — treats 
of your own.

Candy Cupboard [168 Av-
enue O between W. Fourth 
and W. Fifth streets in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 232-0275].

Dewey’s 
Candy Store
With more than 200 

varieties of gummy and 
sour candies, it’s no prob-
lem if chocolate isn’t your 
favorite thing in the world 
— there are more than 
enough sweets to sat-
isfy even the tough-
est critic.

Dewey’s Candy Store 
[141 Front St. between Jay and Pearl 

streets in DUMBO, (718) 422-1333]. For info, 
visit www.deweyscandy.com.

Mast Brothers Chocolate
Perhaps the most beautifully packaged 

chocolate bars in town, Mast Brothers 
varieties — made and manufactured in 
Williamsburg —are smooth, rich, dark, 
and never too sweet, and boast a multi-
tude of flavors including Fleur de Sel, 
chili pepper and cocoa nibs. If you’re 
going for originality, you don’t have 
to look past the Williamsburg bridge 
(they’re located right under it).

Mast Brothers Chocolate [105 
N. Third St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 388-2625]. For info, 
visit www.mastbrothers.com.

Royal Rose Simple Syrups
There’s no alcohol in these syrups — 

but with flavors like tamarind, rose, three 
chili and cardamom, they’re perfect for 
a cocktail lover with a desire to dabble 
in home mixology. These syrups are 

made in small batches, and use 
100 percent Fair Trade organic 
sugar and include no preserva-
tives, artificial colors or flavors. 
Amazing? We think so!

Court Street Grocers 
[485 Court St. between Nel-

son and Huntington streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 722-7229]. For 

info, visit www.royalroseny.com.

Kings County 
Distillery hootch

No need to look towards 
the southern states for 
your amber-colored li-
quor when we’ve got 
our very own dis-
tillery right here in 
Brooklyn: the Kings 
County Distillery, 
producers and pur-
veyors of bour-
bon and — for 
the bravest booze 

hounds — moon-
shine, too. Kings County 

D i s - tillery is first operational distillery 
in the city since Prohibition, and the South-
ern boys behind the label are busy churn-
ing out top-notch hootch in their South Wil-
liamsburg locale.

Kings County Distillery bourbon and 
moonshine at Red, White and Bubbly [211 
Fifth Ave. between Union and President 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 636-9463. For 
info, visit www.kingscountydistillery.com

Breuckelen 
Distilling 
Company gin

This one-man arti-
san gin purveyor uses 
only organic, New 
York-based grains for 

his batches of sweet 
and sippable gin. 
Move over, Eng-
land, Breuckelen’s a 
contender!

Breuckelen Gin 
available at the 
Greene Grape 
[765 Fulton St. 
between Cum-
berland Street 
and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 
797- 94 63 ] . 
For info, visit 
www.brkgin.
com/word -

press.com.

Brooklyn Oenology
Woman-owned, woman-run Williams-

burg-based winery, Brooklyn Oenology, 
offers a wide selection of bottles of wine 

that make for perfect drink-
able gifts — not to men-
tion each is adorned 
with a beautiful, col-
orful label. 

Brooklyn Oenol-
ogy [209 Wythe 
Ave. between 
N. Third and N. 
Fourth streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 
599-1259]. For info, 
visit www.brookly-
noenology.com.

The holidays are pretty much just one big excuse 
to eat much as you possibly can, and luckily Brook-
lyn is a culinary wonderland. We’ve got locally made 
pickles and pastries, chocolates and beef jerky — and 
aside from being made and produced right here in 
Kings County, they’re delicious, and make for per-
fect gifts for the foodies you love. As we know, the 
holidays are also for drinking (how else are we to 
get through all those family functions?). Well, we’ve 
got plenty of gift ideas for your friends and family, 
whether they’ve got a serious sweet tooth, or a thirst 
for hooch. Welcome to the third installment of our 
holiday gift guide: edible (and drinkable) gifts!

A gift guide for eating
Where to buy an incredible edible gift

s
s, 

wn 
de de-
colorful candy-coated 
eet-toothed sweetheart is a

ution to a wood’s solution
rays, it’s the per-

hat else? — a 
ompletely 
candy. 
u’re a 
melt-
or-
le 

ke 
ats 

gift

ed 
rs 
n 

k, 
-
, 
 

and sip
Move 
land, B
contend

B
av
G
[7
b
b
a
A

-
y, 
ne 
nk-

) 
, 
y-

that
able
tion
wit
or

o

Anarchy 
in a Jar

Forget regular 
store-bought strawberry 
jam. Anarchy in a Jar, a lo-
cal jam and jelly purveyor, 
boasts exotic and seasonal 
flavors like strawberry 
balsamic, spiced beer jelly, 
lime and pandan marmel-
ade and peachy keen, there’s 
nothing typical about these 
preserves. They’re perfect to 
have on toast or in more complex 
recipes. Either way, they’re awesome.

Eastern District [1053 Manhattan 
Ave. between Eagle and Freeman 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
349-1432]. 
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Jo-Mart Chocolates
This old-school candy shop has 

been hand-dipping homemade 
chocolates, pecan rolls, caramels, 
dried fruits, nuts and marshmal-
lows since 1947. In addition 
to a stellar selection of the 
most delicious confections 
(including a solid chocolate 
snowman), Jo-Mart offers 
various chocolate-making 
classes for all the amateur 
chocolatiers!

Jo-Mart [2917 Av-
enue R between Nos-
trand Avenue and 29th 
Street in Marine Park, (718) 
375-1277] For info, visit www.jo-
martchocolates.com.
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COCO ROCOat

NEW YEARS EVE
S A T U R D A Y . D E C . 3 1 / 2 0 1 1

COCO ROCO
Invites You to Join Us in Celebrating

NEW YEAR`S EVE!!
WITH PARTY FAVORS AND MUSIC BY DJ BRAD
SPECIAL NEW YEAR’S EVE MENU
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 7 PM TO 4 AM

COCO ROCO
Peruvian Cuisine

Reserve your table now. 718-254-9933
On Smith Street. 139 Smith St.
Brooklyn NY 11201
Train information:
Smith st.      and      train exit Bergen St.         

Reserve your table now. 718-965-3376
IN PARK SLOPE: 392 5th AVE.
Bet. 6th St. AND 7th St. BROOKLYN NY 11215
Train information:
For 5th ave     and     train exit 4th ave
and     train exit 9th st   
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Ho ho ho — DUMBO!
Holiday heathens turned 

Brooklyn into a winter won-
derland on Saturday during 
the 13th annual Santacon pub 
crawl.

Hundreds of revelers 
dressed in their flimsiest 
red and white felt jackets and 
store-bought curly white fake 
beards and headed to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park early for the 
start of their long day’s drink-
ing into night.

But Santa didn’t drink 
alone — he brought some 
of his favorite friends.

We thought the best cos-
tumes at Santacon were 
Christmas creatures in-
spired by holiday folklore, 
such as sexy red-nosed rein-
deer, cheerful elves, color-
coordinated drummer boys, 
and Jesus Christ himself who 
still needed to bring his New 
Jersey driver’s license with 
him because he failed to turn 
water into wine.

The crowd raised a glass 
at the Water Street Restau-
rant before snaking its way 

to the Brooklyn Bridge foot-
path across the East River to 
Manhattan.

But one astute Santa 
scrawled out “Occupy North 
Pole” on some plywood on the 
bridge in solidarity with Oc-
cupy Wall Street and prom-
ised to bring each and every 
one of the protesters “99 pres-
ents.” — Aaron Short

Free Energy Efficiency 
Services through 
EmPower New YorkSM

For more information about EmPower, 
visit GetEnergySmart.org/empower 
or call 1-800-263-0960.

RESMISC-ad-EmPower 
4/11 

Do you have a limited income and 
are you feeling the pinch? 
Get free energy efficiency services through EmPower 
New York and take control of your energy use. 

High energy costs can strain any household budget, but they are 
a real challenge to families living on a limited income. Poor insulation, 
air leaks, and inefficient lighting and appliances can all add up to 
high energy costs. 

Help is available for you. EmPower New York offers free energy 
efficiency services and education to HEAP eligible low-income 
New Yorkers, including renters. 

A participating contractor, accredited by the Building Performance 
Institute (BPI), will provide energy efficiency measures, such as 
insulation, high efficiency lighting, and upgrades to appliances, 
all at no cost to you. 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

City park rangers are get-
ting stepped-up police train-
ing on the heels of an inci-
dent that led to a heroic park 
worker being reprimanded 
instead of lionized for bust-
ing a gun-toting pervert in 
Prospect Park.

The law enforcement 
course teaches urban rang-
ers when to “effect an arrest,” 
how to spot suspicious behav-
ior and what to do if some-
one has a weapon.

The classes, which began 
last week, come after Parks 
Department honchos rep-
rimanded ranger Andrew 
Marsala for nabbing a man 
whom he spotted masturbat-
ing in Prospect Park.

The man was pleasuring 
himself near a playground — 
and later turned out to have a 
gun — but Marsala’s bosses 
told him that it was not his 
job to act like a cop.

Rangers — who can le-
gally make arrests, but are 
encouraged to focus on park 

education — say they have for 
years asked for such classes, 
in the event that a dangerous 
situation pops up. 

“The city hasn’t provided 
rangers with up-to-date train-
ing,” said Joseph Puleo of 
Union Local 893, which rep-
resents the rangers, adding 
that Marsala simply trusted 
this gut and acted quickly. 
“The city should have done 
more — he did nothing 
wrong.” 

 In the November incident , 
a woman spotted 53-year-
old Glen Perousa allegedly 
masturbating near the Third 
Street playground in broad 
daylight. 

She reported the incident 
to Marsala, who confronted 
Perousa, who then bolted into 
the woods. That’s when the 
brave ranger chased him 
down, grabbed him and ar-
rested him. 

The creep was later dis-
covered to be packing an-
other kind of heat — a loaded 
handgun — cops said.

After the ordeal, a City 
Councilwoman recom-

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A politically connected 
charter school wants to move 
into Williamsburg — but 
neighborhood school lead-
ers won’t play nice.

Former City Coun-
cilwoman Eva Moskow-
itz wants to put one of her 
Success Charter Network 
schools inside the MS 50 
building on S. Third Street 
at the start of the next school 
year — and she has the city’s 
backing.

“[Williamsburg] has some 
good schools, but they’re 
quickly filling up, and we’ve 
repeatedly heard from par-
ents that they’re worried that 
their kids will be forced into 
an underperforming school,” 
said Moskowitz. “This will 
give parents another great 
public school option.”

The new school will start 
with kindergarten and first 
grade classes — totaling 
about 200 children — and 
share space with the pub-
lic middle school. Eventu-

ally, it would become a full 
kindergarten-through-fifth-
grade school.

Success Charter Network 
schools are among the high-
est-performing programs in 
the state, but parents — and 
the teachers union —  often 
fight city attempts to site 
charter schools inside pub-
lic school buildings , citing 
space constraints.

“[Moskowitz] attempts 
to attract the highest-per-
forming families [caus-
ing] other public schools to 

Williamsburg is the new charter territory

paign financing abuses, in-
cluding accepting corporate 
contributions, over-the-limit 
contributions, and failure to 
report daily pre-election ex-
penditures.

But Gentile’s overspend-
ing and illegal contribu-
tions apparently helped: he 
 trounced Capano  in a 60 per-
cent-to-40 percent romp.

Gentile said the over-
spending was caused by bad 
math, and that he would pay-
back the money.

“A mistake was made with 
a misplaced decimal point,” 
he said. “We presented our 
side before the board, respect 
their decision and will pay 
the fine.”

A campaign worker 
punched in the wrong num-

bers when adding up the 
cost of a 2009 fundraiser 
— which threw off Gen-
tile’s campaign figures, 
said Robert Bishop, Gen-
tile’s lawyer, explaining 
that Gentile, who earns 
$112,500 a year, couldn’t 
pay the fines right away 
and would have to start a 
new campaign account so 
he could hold some kind of 
“help me pay off my debt” 
fundraiser.

“We’re dealing with 
someone who is a civil 

servant; he’s not rich or 
wealthy,” Bishop told the 
board.

For his part, Capano 
raised $45,000, according 
to Campaign Finance Board 
officials. Fresh from his sec-
ond straight campaign loss, 
Capano turned his back on 
politics and became a man-
ager of a supermarket, but 
he has since been hired as 
district director by newly 
minted Rep. Bob Turner (R–
Sheepshead Bay).

Continued from page 1

GENTILE...

have a brain drain,” said Wil-
liamsburg activist David Do-
bosz. “It weakens the pub-
lic schools.” 

But some parents are ex-
cited to have more choices.

“[Williamsburg] growing 
so fast for families but there 
aren’t as many good educa-
tional option,” said parent 
Alexandra Tremane. “I’m 
really hoping my daughter 
gets into a charter school 
next year.”

The Williamsburg school 
would be Moskowitz’s third 

school in Brooklyn by next 
year — she opened one in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant this fall 
and plans to open another 
in Cobble Hill next fall,  de-
spite a fight with parents in 
the existing public school 
building .

Anticipating some contro-
versy, Success Charter Net-
work co-founder Jenny Sed-
lis said, “We want to be good 
neighbors and work collab-
oratively with [MS 50] so it 
can retain what’s great about 
its program.”

Eva Moskowitz wants to 
open a charter school 
inside the MS 50 build-
ing on S. Third Street in 
Williamsburg. P
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The thin green line
City’s park rangers to get cop-style training

mended that Marsala be 
honored — but Marsala’s 
 Parks Department bosses 
scolded him instead , say-
ing it’s not his job to en-
force the law.

He remains on desk 
duty.

“They said, ‘Why didn’t 
you just call the police?’ ” 
Marsala told  The Chief, a 
civil service newspaper . “I 
was like, ‘And let him get 

away?’ ”
But now the city has 

begun training rangers 
with those very cop-like 
enforcement skills — al-
though Parks Department 
spokeswoman Vickie Karp 
refused to say why.

The course includes 
techniques such as “con-
tact and cover” — in which 
officers team up to collar a 
suspect — along with con-
flict-resolution skills and 
“refresher course” on ar-
rests, according to the city’s 
training academy staff.

Marsala would say only 
that his bosses have now in-
structed him to stay mum, 
explaining, “I’m not allowed 
to talk to the press” — but 
park advocates had plenty to 
say about the training.

“We’re happy it’s finally 
being done,” said Geoffrey 
Croft NYC Parks Advo-
cates, explaining it also 
makes things safer for park-
goers. “We’re lucky to have 
these rangers are out there 
… This guy put his life on 
the line.”

Ranger Andrew Marsa-
la was reprimanded 
for arresting a pervert 
in Prospect Park.‘Claus’ celeb

Claus for celebration: Shannon Koenig showed 
why we’re all jealous of Santa. (Clockwise from top) 
The Snow Queen made the scene; Jason Iacutane 
was Lucha Libre Blitzen; reindeer pranced; and Jon 
Bloom showed that even Jews love Christmas.
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NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

Where every family matters and 
where New York parents find help,

 info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and 

ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. 

Log-in, enter & find out.

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE FOR FALL

Small classes 
with individual 
attention in a cozy, 

professional, and 
nurturing environment

Classes in singing and vocal 
technique, theater, musical 
theater, and beginning and 
advanced-beginning guitar

Corinne Goodman, Director

718-965-3150
www.brooklynplayers.com

Winter Performing 
Arts Classes

January 3 - March 22, 2012
REGISTER NOW!

Brooklyn Players, celebrating our 10th anniversary, runs 
performing arts classes in Park Slope for first graders 

through adults during the school year

SURPRISE LAKE CAMP
FUN & FRIENDSHIPS SINCE 1902

MEMORIES
that last a lifetime

Join us for our 110th Anniversary

www.surpriselake.org

$1,000 Savings  
for first-time campers
Scholarships available 

based on need

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Play, Shop, Eat and Carol on 
Fifth Avenue, Park Slope

Good dads see ‘Twilight’ movies
L eaving the movie the-

ater after seeing the 
newest cinematic ep-

isode of the hugely popu-
lar Twilight series, “Break-
ing Dawn Part I,” with my 
wife and 13-year-old daugh-
ter, I realized that the num-
ber of men in the audience 
was about none. My rough 
calculation put it at 10 fe-
males for each man, a situ-
ation I dismissed, thinking, 
of course most of the guys 
are next door watching the 
battle and blood movie, “Im-
mortals.” 

But then it occurs to me, 
how can I, or other fathers, 
understand our daughters’ 
world if we’re not willing 
to enter it?

Like many dads, I did 
my stint coaching my girl’s 
AYSO soccer teams and shut-
tling her to tournaments. I’ve 

taken her to Mets and Yan-
kees games, things I enjoy 
and like to share with her, like 
making ambitious and gen-
erally misshapen items out 
of wood or cooking vaguely 
edible pancakes. I know fa-
thers who drive hours every 
weekend to get their daugh-
ters to squash tournaments 
and ice skating competitions. 
But many of these same dads 
wouldn’t consider stepping 
foot into the theater for a dose 
of vampire-werewolf-teen-
age-girl-love-triangle.

 I’m all for sharing manly 
interests with my girls, teach-
ing and exposing them to 
beer, construction equipment 
and pest-control devices. I 
offer them perspective on 
a male world they already 
come encounter. Trying to 
join them in Girl World can 
feel awkward and frustrat-

ing. I remem-
ber when one of 
mine was little 
and wanted me 
to speak for all 
the stuffed ani-
mals she had as-
sembled at the 
table, correct-
ing me if I didn’t voice the 
correct sentiment or changed 
one bear’s accent. I bought 
my older daughter blocks and 
tried to show her how to build 
castles only to have her turn 
the wood pieces into mer-
chandise at her grocery store. 
I could have given up, but in-
stead, I went shopping.

Things are different and 
yet the same. My now-teen-
ager decided to take up bal-
let so we went shopping for 
shoes. I was fascinated to 
learn that ballet slippers 

come in two types of soles, 
the two-piece and the one-
piece. This was a manageable 
bit of information whereas I 
have no clue why she can’t 
wear the same color tights as 
leotard, although I accept it 
as the 11th commandment. 
What was more important 
was to be there, in that bal-
let store, surrounded by ev-
ery shade of pink imagin-
able, for a moment of insight 
into what is important to her, 
what she likes to wear, how 
she likes to look.

As a breed, dads today 
are really hands-on when the 
kids are little. I don’t know 
one who wouldn’t get in on 
a craft project or play dress 
up, setting aside any ma-
cho misgivings of having 
his face made up or getting 
glue stuck in his mustache. 
But when the girls are older, 
so many fathers throw up 
their hands and say, “Here’s 
some money, go shopping 
with your friends.” Is it re-
ally so hard to learn the Sin-
gle Ladies dance?

I hope my daughters will 
let me share my passions 
and interests with them, 
politics or the next James 
Bond movie. But it’s got to 
go both ways even if some 
of the things they read, lis-
ten to or watch might not 
really interest to me. The 
question, “Edward or Ja-

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

FOLLOW 
US ON 

TWITTER

twitter.com/
Brooklyn_Paper

cob?” may seem trite to a 
bald guy pushing 50, but this 
debate becomes their lan-
guage for discussing what 
they value in other people, 
what they hope for in their 
future lives, who they think 
they will love. I sure don’t 
want to miss that conversa-
tion, especially when entry 
might only be the cost of a 
movie ticket.
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Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   below.* 

2. Fill out the coupon and  
   attach your original, dated, 
   printed register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.comMySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com

Almac Hardware - True Value
2 Newkirk Plaza at E. 16 Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(718) 434-1736
www.almachardware.com
Anatolian Gyro Restaurant
1605 Sheepshead Bay Road
 Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-4754
www.mygyro.com

Ben Simon Salon & 
Day Spa
468 Avenue P
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 998-3099
www.bensimonspany.com
Boost Mobile
3703 Nostrand Avenue location
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-3636
BoPo Tech Electronics
8617 Fifth Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(866) GEE-BOPO
 www.bopotech.com
Borbas Pharmacy
2046 Bath Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 677-9066
www.borbassupply.com

Cameras & Electronics
2378 60th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11204
(718) 534-4626
Casa Pepe Restaurant
114 Bay Ridge Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com
Clemente’s Crab House
3939 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 646-7373
www.clementescrabhouse.com
Courts Caribbean 
Appliances, Electronics & Furniture
2822 Church Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226
(877) 852-6878
www.courtscaribbean.com
Culpepper’s Restaurant
1082 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11225
(718) 940-4122
EBA
Electronics, Appliances & Bedding
2361 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11210
(718) 253-4700
www.shopeba.com

Edible Arrangements
5114 Avenue N location
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(347) 587-7500

Edible Arrangements
1446 86th Street location
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 837-3784

Edible Arrangements
1557 Ralph Avenue location
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 451-3344

Edible Arrangements
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd. location
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 535 -7909

Greenhouse Café
7717 4th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

Greenpoint Trees
Downtown Brooklyn location
Willoughby St. at Flatbush Avenue
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Williamsburg location
Berry St. at N. 7th Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointtrees.com

Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Nassau Ave. & Diamond St. 
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com
Greenpoint Trees
Greenpoint location
Manhattan Ave. & Calyer Street
1-800-399-7796
www.greenpointrees.com
Il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-8494
Kouros Diner
3861 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn NY
(718) 743-5776
Life Emporium Thrift Shop
515 5th Avenue
Corner of 13th Street in Park Slope
(718) 788-5433
Malson’s Jewelry
Kings Plaza Mall
(718) 253-6236
Mill Basin Kosher Deli Restaurant
5823 Avenue T
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 241-4910
www.millbasindeli.com

Natural Balance Massage
& Wellness Center
3013 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 336-8400
www.naturalbalancemassage.com
Nick’s Lobster Restaurant & 
Seafood Market
2777 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 253-7117
www.nickslobster.com
Onofrio D’Oro Jewelers
7407 5th Avenue
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 11209
(718) 680-5723
onofriodoro.com
The Pearl Room Restaurant
8201 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666
www.thepearlroom.com
Pilo Arts Day Spa & Salon
8412 3rd Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411
www.PiloArts.com
Rebar
147 Front Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 797-2322
rebarnyc.com

Salvi Restaurant
4220 Quentin Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 252-3030
www.salvirestaurant.com
Sandy’s Toy Bin
3808 Nostrand Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(347) 275-7954
Satnick Fine Jewelry & Watches
187 State Str. in Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 852-1421
Studio 19 Salon
1610 East 19th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 336-7373
www.studio19salonandspa.com
Water Street Restaurant
66 Water Street
DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com
World of Wireless
2582 Coney Island Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 676-9620
Yiasou Restaurant
2003 Emmons Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-6064

*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME.............................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................
.BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?.........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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Official Participating BROOKLYN Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Queens & The Bronx, 
visit 

www.brooklynpaper.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers

B R O N X TimesReporter
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively at:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$15.00
$30

$15 BUYS $30 WORTH OF
DELICIOUS ITALIAN FOOD

Limit per person: 5 (+5 as a gift)

Promotion Expires on August 17, 2012

Valid for dinner only

One voucher per person per visit

Not valid on holidays

Tax and gratuity not included; please tip on the original bill total

Cannot be combined with other offers

How can you feel like you’re on the Italian island of Ischia when 
you’re in the heart of Midwood, Brooklyn? Pick up today’s deal and 
stop by Mamma Lucia’s. $15 gets you $30 worth of great Italian 
food for dinner!

Located near Brooklyn College, Mamma Lucia’s serves up authentic 
Italian dishes in a relaxed, cozy atmosphere. Owner and Chef Giorgio 
Migliaccio has been preparing delicious meals for decades. Enjoy ev-
erything from hot and cold antipasti to veal parmesan, chicken cac-
ciatore, and a variety of pasta dishes. The warm candlelight and fresh 
flowers on every table—as well as the great service—create an inti-
mate and friendly setting. 

So grab today’s deal and work up an appetite. It’s time to dig in to 
some authentic Italian dishes at Mamma Lucia’s. Mangia!

Mamma Lucia’s

Mamma Lucia’s
1701 Foster Ave

Brooklyn NY, 11226
718-434-9858

Professional  Consultations in 
Residential, Commercial, & 

Outdoor Lighting 

179 Richards St. 
Brooklyn, NY

Phone # 718-909-3391

WE OFFER

To Visit Our Showroom 
Go To:

www.laluzinc.com

Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2012!
Nominate her as a

25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a cocktail party in 

their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.

Name of nominee: ___________________________________________________________________________

Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?

Phone:______________________________________  Email:________________________________________

Or mail this form to:

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction

CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center

10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Att: Stephanie Stellaccio

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

GENERAL& COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox, Juvederm, Radiesse
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne. Herpes
Warts. Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

CARLY WALLIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

 ALL SAINTS  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 

CHRISTMAS EVE
Candlelight Service with Carols 

and Holy Eucharist  
Saturday December 24th –10 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY
Holy Eucharist with Carols – 10 a.m.

7th Ave. at 7th Street 
(Across from Methodist Hospital)

718-768-1156
www.allsaintsparkslope.com

The Rev. Steven Paulikas, Priest

ers and even noted outdoor-
swoman, Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, who men-
tioned a larger version of the 
company’s stove last year 
— though not by name — 
when she launched the Global 
Alliance for Clean Cook-

stoves, otherwise known 
as GACC.

Indeed, the company has 
gained a dedicated following 
since co-inventers Jonathan 
Cedar and Alec Drummond 
presented their cooking de-
vice at a conference two years 
ago. BioLite was named one 

BikeBlogNYC   and Brook-
lynSpoke , who published 
pictures of the unique cy-
cle with the family’s num-
ber, as well.

A week passed until a Dit-
mas Park resident called the 
Johns on Dec. 2, saying that 
a bicycle locked on Cortelyou 
Road looked similar to one 
he’d seen on the Internet.

The family rushed to the 
scene, kids in tow, and called 
the police only to discover 
that the cops would not cut 
the lock without the bike’s 
serial number.

John didn’t have the dig-
its, but he did have plenty of 
family pictures with the cy-
cle, but it wasn’t enough to 
convince the police.

“The cops were like cops,” 

pected, it got cold feet.
That opened the door for 

two honky-tonk mainstays 
that at first faced closure, Ru-
by’s and Paul’s, to come back. 
The longtime Coney Island 
businesses signed deals on 
Friday that will keep them 
there for the next eight years, 
provided they pay for  an ex-
pensive face-lift  to make 
them more family friendly.

Joining them will be two 
other Brooklyn-born busi-
nesses, hot dog giant Nathan’s 
Famous (which already a fa-
mous location on Surf Ave-
nue), and an outpost of Tom’s 
Diner, the greasy spoon some 
say was the inspiration for the  
Susanne Vega song of the 
same name  ( others think it 

was that Manhattan restau-
rant from “Seinfeld, ”  but 
that’s a different story).

Tom’s owner said the 
75-year-old diner’s Coney 
outpost will open next April 
after a $500,000 to $750,000 
renovation that will turn the 
former Cha-Cha’s Bar into a 
sit-down restaurant for 80–
100 people with an expanded 
menu featuring seafood 
dishes and a takeout coun-
ter. It will be open from 8 
am to midnight.

“It’ll be Tom’s with a lit-
tle bit of a seafood twist,” 
said Jimmy Kokotas. “This 
is a wonderful opportunity to 
take what we’ve got here and 
bring it to Coney Island.”

The news brings to an end 
the battle to save the so-called 

“Boardwalk Eight” — the Co-
ney businesses that had been 
fighting to stay alive since 
Central Amusements was 
given control of their leases by 
the city. Last year,  a court or-
dered Central Amusements to 
allow seven of the businesses 
to have another season in the 
sun . But five other Board-
walk businesses, including 
the popular Shoot the Freak 
booth and Beer Island, didn’t 
make the cut when the dust 
finally settled.

Also out at Coney is  a 
plan to open an outpost of 
Randazzo’s Clam Bar, the 
Sheepshead Bay staple, on 
the Boardwalk .

“Coney Island was the 
only place where we would’ve 
[opened another restaurant] 
in Brooklyn,” said Joey 
Randazzo, whose family 
owns the clam bar. “I’m dis-
appointed we lost out.”

Continued from page 1

CONEY...

of “America’s Most Promis-
ing Social Entrepreneurs” by 
Business Week, and  Wired 
hailed  the stove as the “ul-
timate nerd camping acces-
sory.”

“Not only does the Bio-
Lite stove burn almost any-
thing, and burn it with such 
ruthless efficiency, that it 
makes Darth Vader look 
like a dilly-dallying softy,” 
the mag gushed. “It ... [pow-
ers] your gadgets.”

BioLite designers say that 
their sleek, two-pound device 
burns hotter and cleaner than 
a regular wood-fired stove. 
Campers load sticks, pine-
cones or dung and light a 
match — a thermoelectric 
generator then fires up, us-
ing only one watt of the 5,000 
watts available from the fire 
to power a small fan. That 

fan blows oxygen into the 
flames to improve the com-
bustion.

A few watts of left-
over energy are then used 
to power any gadgets with 
USB ports.

In a speedy three minutes, 
you can boil about four cups 
of water — and it’s so light 
and insulated that you can 
pick it up while it’s lit with-
out getting burned.

So, sure, it can boil wa-
ter, but how does it handle a 
tapped-out iPad? Well, that 
depends…

Peters said that the com-
pany doesn’t have specs on 
recharging speeds, but prom-
ised the equivalent of charg-
ing a device through a lap-
top. 

Cedar and Drummond 
dreamed up the CampStove 

while working at a sustain-
able design consultancy.

What started as a night 
and weekend project became 
a practical tech toy — and a 
larger project to help devel-
oping countries.

The CampStove profits 
will be put into a pilot pro-
gram for the HomeStove, 
a larger cooker tailored to 
countries such as India and 
Ghana, where many families 
still cook over an open fire 
indoors and face dangerous 
amounts of pollution.

“We had been working 
for companies on really cool 
products, but we were remak-
ing what had already been in-
vented,” Cedar said. “Here 
was a need people hadn’t 
solved yet.”

To order a BioLite stove 
visit www.biolitestove.com.

Continued from page 1

STOVE...

said John, whose wife Amy 
pedals the couple’s three chil-
dren to school every day in 
the bike, which has a big box 
in front. “I guess they have 
bigger fish to fry than sto-
len bicycles.”

Of course, that’s not how 
the NYPD saw it.

“How do we know it’s 
their bike?” a police spokes-
man asked later. “We can’t 
give people back stuff just 
because they say it’s theirs. 
We need some sort of proof 
of purchase and a serial num-

ber.”
That’s the official word, 

of course, but police policy 
is not entirely consistent. Af-
ter all, John had filed a re-
port with the 78th Precinct 
in Park Slope a week before 
about the stolen cycle — and 
no one asked for the serial 
number then. 

Nonetheless, according to 
John, the policeman on the 
scene offered a way around 
the proper channels.

“He said, ‘I’m going say 
to you that the lock doesn’t 

look like it would be that dif-
ficult to cut,’ ” said John, who 
rushed to a hardware store, 
bought a bolt cutter and used 
it to liberate his stolen two-
wheeler, one of an estimated 
100,000 cycles that are stolen 
each year in the city.

But this story of Wild West 
justice in modern Brooklyn 
had a happy ending, includ-
ing the cliched ride into the 
sunset.

“I clipped it,” said John. 
“And then we got in the bike 
and rode the kids home.”

Continued from page 1

BIKE...

By Kate Briquelet
The Brooklyn Paper

A DUMBO florist known for 
sprucing up weddings and ritzy res-
taurants has added the ultimate client 
to her list: the White House.

Emily Thompson — a floral de-
signer on Jay Street — brought moss, 
rocks, and a crew of six Brooklyn 
elves to Washington last month to 
transform the East Room into a wild 
wonderland for Christmas.

“It was a total out-of-body ex-
perience,” said Thompson, a Park 
Slope resident and former sculptor. 
“We worked incredibly long hours, 
but we kept going with so much en-
ergy. It had everything to do with 
where we were.”

Thompson was floored when she 
got the call from Laura Dowling, the 
White House florist, asking her to 
be a guest florist for a holiday dis-
play that transforms every room of 
the president’s pad into a winter won-
derland.

So after Thanksgiving dinner, she 
and her husband drove a pickup truck 
to the capital, hauling large rocks 
plucked from her father’s country 
property in Vermont.

“I wanted to bring the outdoors 
in,” Thompson said. “It was a natural 
and wild approach, but very grand 
in effect.”

Presidents past and present have 
utilized the East Room — the largest 
room in the house — for receptions, 
banquets and press conferences. It’s 
where First Lady Abigail Adams hung 

A White (House) Christmas
DUMBO fl orist decorates the president’s pad laundry, President Woodrow Wilson 

created a temporary movie theater 
and President Jimmy Carter’s daugh-
ter skidded on roller-skates.

Dowling put up very few limita-
tions for Thompson.

“I was shocked at how much free-
dom and support I was given to do 
it my way,” Thompson said.

Her crew spent a week covering 
windows, mirrors and presidential 
portraits with twists of garland and 
copper leaf and creating a mountain 
majesty of raw stones on the mantel-
pieces. Here and there were finishing 
touches of velvet and exotic flour-
ishes of cedar and amaryllis.

Thompson lit up four giant trees 
and even built gardens using moss 
from a forest near her mother’s home 
in New Hampshire. White House 
staff sprayed it with water to keep 
it alive.

On Nov. 30, her work was done. 
First Lady Michelle Obama invited 
military families to a first peak at 
the national holiday decorations and 
held a press conference in Thomp-
son’s ethereal getaway.

Thompson never got to meet the 
president or the First Lady, but she 
heard second-hand that they loved 
her installation. Still, she’s hoping 
for a return trip.

“It’s possible that they’ll call on me 
to come back for my rocks,” Thomp-
son said. “I’m still bowled over. It 
was hard to leave such a wonder-
ful project.”

Emily Thompson Flowers [57 
Jay St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(323) 896-1494]. For info, visit www.
emilythompson flowers.com.

DUMBO florist Emily 
Thompson decorat-
ed the White House 
for the holidays last 
month with her wild 
arrangements — 
spending a week 
decking the East 
Room with garlands, 
leaves and even moss 
from a New Hamp-
shire forest!

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Jo

si
e 

M
in

er



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250018  AWP  December 16–22, 2011



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500December 16–22, 2011 AWP  19



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250020  AWP  December 16–22, 2011

218 MYRTLE AVENUE, BROOKLYN
347-382-8082 or 347-382-8083 • www.redapplenyc.com

Hours: Monday–Saturday 7am-10pm • Sunday 7am-9pm

RED APPLE ALSO FEATURES
ALL AT EVERYDAY LOW PRICES!

Chock Full O’Nuts Cafe • ATM Machine • Delivery • Lotto
Senior Citizen Discount* • Bonus Savings Card* • EBT • WIC Coming Soon

*See Store For Details

Ethnic • Organic • Sugar Free • All Natural • Gluten Free • ShopRite Label

WE HAVE A FULL LINE OF MEAT, PRODUCE, DELI, DAIRY
FROZEN & BAKERY AS WELL AS GROCERY ITEMS INCLUDING

LOOK WHO’S ARRIVED IN BROOKLYN!
GRAND OPENING GOING ON NOW!

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT SPECIALS Prices
Effective

12/16-12/22/11

Campbell’s
Chicken Noodle
or Tomato Soup

3/$2 10.75 oz.

Tropicana
Punches or
Lemonade

2/$3 64 oz.

Cento
Extra Virgin

Olive Oil
$499

1 Liter

Paseo
Bath Tissue
$199

ASSORTED
VARIETIES

WITH
FLOURIDE

ShopRite
1% Milk

$199
128 oz. Gallon

Fresh • Grade A

Whole
Chicken

99¢
lb.

Frozen • Grade A • 18-22 lb.

ShopRite or
Butterball
Turkeys

99¢
lb.

Florida

Tangerines
$599

Each

Poland Spring
Water
$199

8 oz. Bottles

Apple, Pumpkin
Sweet Potato or
Coconut Custard

Friendly’s
Ice Cream
$299

48 oz.

Fresh

Whole Ham
or Pork

Shoulder

99¢
lb.

Cook’s
Smoked Ham

Portion

99¢
lb.

5 LB.
BOX

Golden Ripe

Bananas
49¢

lb.

3-PLY
4 PACK

Holiday
8” Pies

$299
26-27 oz.

8 PACK


