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BARCLAYS U-TURN

There won’t be any seating behind one of the 
goals (top) when the Islanders take on the Devils 
in a preseason game.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A doorman at a posh Prospect 
Park West building has cracked 
the code of secrecy about a park-
ing spot-saving scheme, saying 
he’s forced to abandon the un-
written ethics of the street be-
cause parking in Park Slope is 
so competitive.

A concierge admitted his in-
volvement in what neighbors call a 
“parking ring,” telling The Brook-
lyn Paper that when he moves cars 
for tenants on street cleaning days, 
he intentionally leaves un-park-

able half-spaces in front of or be-
hind the vehicles. When it comes 
time to move another tenant’s car, 
he inches the first vehicle forward 
— creating a parking spot where 
none existed before.

“I just use my car to hold a spot 
for them,” explained Vick Narain, 
a doorman at 44 Prospect Park 
West. “The minute there’s a space, 
it will be gone within five min-
utes; someone’s always looking 
for parking around here.”

Narain said he also saves street 
spaces for tenants in his build-
ing by standing in the road on 
Tuesday mornings, when alter-

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A landlord wants to replace a 
Greenpoint dive bar with a Hun-
garian restaurant, but neighbors 
and nuns from a school on the 
block say Newell Street is not the 
place for nightlife.

Peter Jakab envisions a high-end 
café dishing out Central European 
cuisine at the site of the raucous 
Continental bar, a venue whose 
lease expired last December.

“I want to raise up the level 
of the tenant, clean up the place, 
and make it something the neigh-
borhood would be proud of,” said 
Jakab, who also owns  the Man-
hattan Avenue venue St. Vitus 

Doorman: ‘Parking ring’ 
is real — and necessary

NOT HUNGARY
Nuns, neighbors pan Euro bistro plan

Sisters Colette and Dorothea from St. Stanislaus Kostka 
parish in Greenpoint are trying to keep a proposed Hun-
garian restaurant from staying open late.
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Space jam

Drivers such as James Beacher say finding a parking 
spot near Prospect Park West is a nightmare — and the 
alleged “parking ring” isn’t making things any easier.
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nate-side parking rules are en-
forced.

The Seinfeld-style spot-snag-
ging strategy angers already 
stressed-out motorists, who say 

the doormen’s antics — and the 
neighborhood’s larger parking 
crunch — should warrant ac-
tion from city officials.

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

The Barclays Center will de-
but an unconventional horseshoe-
shaped seating configuration for a 
preseason hockey game this fall — 
raising questions about whether the 
undersized arena could truly ac-
commodate an NHL franchise.

A dozen sections behind one of 
the goals will be closed off when 
the Islanders take on the hated New 

Jersey Devils on Oct. 2, according 
to an arena seating chart that shows 
what hockey might look like in a 
$1-billion arena that would be the 
smallest stadium in the National 
Hockey League and the only arena 
without wrap-around seating.

The Islanders are in the hunt for 
a new home when its lease at the 
Nassau Coliseum ends in 2015 — 
but the team could be forced to re-
locate sooner if  an asbestos cleanup 

at the remote, 40-year-old venue  
stretches beyond the start of the 
hockey season this fall.

A deal with the league requires 
the Islanders to play on Long Is-
land, which includes Brooklyn at 
its western tip. But a move to the 
future home of the Brooklyn Nets 
is anything but a sure shot, consid-
ering the 18,000-seat Barclays Cen-
ter can only fit 14,500 fans during 
hockey games — and none behind 

one of the goals.
Still, some sports experts say the 

under-construction arena on Flatbush 
and Atlantic avenues remains the 
leading option for the squad, claim-
ing the cramped quarters and odd 
seating arrangement may benefit a 
team that only averaged 11,000 spec-
tators per game last year.

“It eliminates some very viable 
seats especially in the lower half of 
the venue,” said Ray Katz, a manag-

ing partner of Source-1 Sports and 
Flatbush native who teaches sports 
management at Columbia Univer-
sity. “But it wouldn’t be the worst 
thing in the world for that team to 
have limited seating. It would still 
be a great thing for Brooklyn.”

The team could even turn lemons 
into iced lemonade by using some 
of the arena’s dead space to sell ads 
and merchandise, Katz said.

Horseshoe seating for hockey puts new arena on thin ice

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The city could find itself 
in court if it messes with a 
controversial halal cart some 
Bay Ridge merchants want 
removed from Fifth Avenue, 
lawyers for the embattled food 
wagon said last Friday.

Lamis Deek, an attorney 
for the Middle Eastern Halal 
Cart and cart manager Sammy 
Kassen, said she would sue the 
city if it goes forward with a 
proposal to turn Fifth Avenue 
and 86th Street into a cart-free 
zone — forcing the vendor to 
move from a favored and prof-
itable location.  

“If we have to take it to the 

courts, that’s where we’ll take 
it,” Deek said during a press 
conference held at the inter-
section that’s become a bat-
tleground between food ven-
dors and brick-and-mortar 
businesses. 

Deek claimed that Fifth Av-
enue merchants are repeatedly 
harassing Kassen because he’s 
Middle Eastern — and claimed 
that the city has done nothing 
to stop it.

“He has dealt with epithets 
and physical threats, and the 
bullies in this neighborhood 
have continued to attack him,” 
Deek said. 

Kassen said that a man 
leaving the Lone Star Bar — 

Food cart fi ght still rolling
Lawyers threaten city at 
street-corner conference

Recognize him?
Who’s this Brooklyn kid? He’s come a long way from his Mill Basin 
stoop, but he’s heading back to the borough for some nocturnal fun. 
Find the answer in our exclusive Q&A on page 2.

whose owner, Tony Gentile, 
has led the effort to get the 
cart removed from Fifth av-
enue  — made a pistol gesture 

with his hand at him and his 
workers on May 10, telling 
them that they had to move. 
Kassen also claimed that he 

overheard Gentile say that the 
Brooklyn-born Kassen was not 
an American and should leave 
the country. 

The bar owner denied all 
the allegations, claiming that 
his concerns are strictly eco-
nomic.

“I love the Middle Eastern 
community in this neighbor-
hood,” Gentile said, adding that 
many of his customers are of 
Arab descent. “They want to 
play the race card because they 
know they’re wrong.” 

The city’s Department of 
Small Business Services is 
considering booting all carts 
from Bay Ridge after Dep-
uty Commissioner Andrew 
Schwartz listened to a litany 
of food vendor complaints from 
Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge) — who isn’t 
related to Tony Gentile — as 

Attorneys for Sammy Kassen, manager of the Middle 
Eastern Halal Cart (above), threatened to sue the city 
if his cart is booted from Bay Ridge.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A popular Park Slope playground 
reopened last week with a new name 
honoring a long-forgotten borough pres-
ident — marking a minor victory for 

the barely remembered politico over 
the landmark-hogging forefather who 
snatched away his legacy.

History-loving city officials un-
veiled the new J.J. Byrne Playground 

Byrne playground 
has heads talking

Councilmen Brad Lander and Steve Levin dressed in colonial garb to 
debut a playground named after a Depression-era politician.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Painting the Prospect Park West 
bike lane isn’t the only part of the 
controversial project that took a lot 
of green.

The city will spend $880,000 fin-

ishing up the Prospect Park West bike 
lane by constructing raised concrete 
islands at intersections — more than 
quadrupling the initial cost of install-
ing the controversial path.

Including the cost of building 
the lane, the price of the new pe-

destrian islands, and   $140,000 in 
legal fees  spent defending the two-
way cycling route from  lawsuits , 
the park-side path has racked up a 
bill totaling $1.2 million.

That’s more than five times the 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

You won’t have a hard time finding 
the city’s new rental bikes this sum-
mer — unless you live south of At-
lantic Avenue.

Beginning 
in July, 148 
bike share 
stations will 
set up shop 
in DUMBO, 
Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Fort Greene, Brooklyn 
Heights, and Downtown, according to 
 a new map released last Friday .

But there will only be one station 
on the Cobble Hill, Park Slope, and 
Prospect Heights side of Atlantic Av-
enue until spring of 2013 — meaning 
you’ll need your own two wheels if 

Slope must wait 
for bike rentals

‘Share’ 
despair

PPW bike lane buffers cost whopping $880,000

Islands in a storm

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg residents fear that 
where there’s smoke, there’s going 
to be, well, more smoke.

Some neighbors of Cooper Park 
were already fired up about char-
coal fumes, trash, and crowds in the 
green space after the city installed 
a barbecue pit with eight grills — 
and now they’re up in flames over 

the fact park rules will allow patrons 
to bring their own Webers.

“I think it’s totally irresponsi-
ble that they are allowing an un-
limited number of grills and smok-
ers,” said Carrie Perry, who lives 
near the Maspeth Avenue park. “I 
will be smelling barbecue in my 
living room.”

The city implements a bring-

BYOBBQ? OMG!
City rule allows W’burg park 
visitors to bring their own grills

Volunteers installed eight new 
grills and six picnic tables in 
Cooper Park on May 6.
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See ARENA  on page 9

See BISTRO  on page 9See PARKING  on page 9

See CART  on page 9

See ISLANDS  on page 10

See BYOBBQ  on page 9
See SHARE  on page 9

See BYRNE  on page 10
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   I saw an ad on TV for a two-year 
school where I could learn graphic 

design and threw away $25,000 
on a worthless diploma. My 
credits don’t transfer toward 
a bachelor’s degree, and the 
school never helped me get 
the internships and jobs they 

promised.

Thanks to the 
City’s Financial 
Empowerment 
Centers, I’m 
paying back 
my loans and 
saving to go 
to CUNY.

– Garvin,
   Brooklyn

Visit nyc.gov or call 311 and 
ask about free and low-cost 
education and training options 
and financial counseling.

Know Before
You Enroll

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Live from Brooklyn, it’s Jimmy 
Kimmel!

The Brooklyn-born late night prince 
announced on Monday that he will re-
turn to his hometown in October to 
host “Jimmy Kimmel Live” from the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music in cel-
ebration of the Brooklyn Nets’ first 
game in the borough.

We don’t get it either — so we de-
cided to pester him about it. 

Aaron Short: Jimmy! Welcome 
to New York. Your show is coming to 
Brooklyn to coincide with the return 
of professional sports. Have you al-
ways been a Nets fan? 

Jimmy Kimmel: I have not always 
been a Nets fan, but the fact that they’re 
playing in Brooklyn makes me more 
inclined to root for them.

AS: Why haven’t you moved back 
home yet?

JK: I have a job in California that 
keeps me occupied.

AS: Brooklyn has a long and pres-
tigious comedic history. Woody Al-
len famously  claimed he grew up un-
der the Thunderbolt . Arthur Miller is 
from here. What’s it like following in 
their footsteps?

JK: It’s interesting how many funny 
people are from Brooklyn. Maybe it’s 
because everyone is piled on top of each 
other, you have to distinguish yourself 
in some way. The funniest people I 
know are from Brooklyn. 

AS: Where are you from?
JK: I grew up in Mill Basin, on E. 

64th Street and Avenue T. I went to PS 
236 until I was in the fourth grade and 
my parents picked up and moved us to 
Las Vegas. My uncle Frank was a cop in 
Brooklyn and he decided to move there 
and get a job as a security guard at a ca-
sino and we followed him.

AS: When is the last time you hung 
out in Brooklyn and what did you do 

Kimmel takes BAM
Brooklyn-born comic says borough isn’t a punch line

when you came here?
JK: I visit my relatives, Aunt Joanne 

and Uncle Tony. Typically when I’m there, 
it’s to visit family. We make a point of do-
ing a lot of eating when we’re there.

AS: Where do you go?
JK: The Mill Basin Deli. There’s a 

f---ing great place we go to, I can’t re-
member the name of it.

AS: We’ll get back to that. Biggest 
difference between Los Angeles and 
Brooklyn?

JK: No one talks to each other in LA, 
whereas in Brooklyn, if you build a fence, 
everyone wants to know everything about 
it, and then you wind up with three sim-

ilar fences. Everybody knew each oth-
er’s business in Brooklyn. It’s a double-
edged sword, but ultimately I think it’s 
better. People watch each other’s kids. 
In LA, you can have neighbors for 20 
years and never talk with them. 

AS: Who is your favorite Brook-
lynite living or dead? 

JK: Besides my family members, I 
have to go with Woody Allen. 

AS: And your favorite Brooklyn 
rapper?

JK: I always liked the Beastie Boys 
a lot. Jay-Z obviously. I’ll go with those 
two.

AS: Is Brooklyn a punch line yet, 
the way Portland, Ore. is, or the state 
of Florida?

JK: No, Brooklyn is not a punch line, 
because if you use it as a punch line you 
will get punched by someone.

AS: What do you think about the 
Prospect Park bike lane?

JK: This is what people are upset 
about? A bike lane?

AS: Will your show have anything 
organic or artisanal in it?

JK: It’s a show, not a meal. I guess 
there will be human beings on it. You 
know there’s a great place in Brooklyn 
called Roberta’s. I love that place. They 
set up their lot next door, a go-kart track, 
which is fantastic. The food is great there. 
I love the overall feel of the place.

AS: Do you go DiFara’s or Grimal-
di’s?

JK: Yeah! I’ve been to both of those 
places. One of our writers plays accor-
dion at Grimaldi’s. A lot of our staff is 
from Brooklyn. Probably because a lot 
of my family is on the show.

AS: We love Bill Simmons, but he’s 
no longer a writer with you.

JK: Bill wouldn’t last two minutes 
in Brooklyn.

AS: So, any advice to help the Nets 
compete against the Knicks or the Lak-
ers?

JK: Spend a lot of money, and spend 
it wisely. 

Comedian Jimmy Kimmel makes 
his triumphant return to his 
hometown in October to cel-
ebrate the return of professional 
sports to Brooklyn.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Discount chain Century 21 will be-
come the first new department store 
on the Fulton Mall in nearly 90 years 
when it sets up shop in a massive space 
at the planned City Point development 
in 2015.

The seller of last season’s designer 
goods will take up most of the first, sec-
ond, and third floors of a DeKalb Av-
enue building and the third and fourth 
floors of a planned structure on Albee 
Square — bringing new life to a shop-
ping strip that boasted a half-dozen 
department stores during its heyday 
in the 1950s, said project spokesman 

Tom Montvel-Cohen. 
“Fulton Mall always was a shop-

ping center for all of Brooklyn and it 
will be that again.”

The only survivor of Downtown’s 
lost department store era is Macy’s, 
which took over the legendary space 
between Gallatin Place and Hoyt Street 
that housed the hometown company 
Abraham & Straus.

Electronics outlets, jewelry mer-
chants, and shoe stores dominated the 
corridor in the decades after the depart-
ment stores died off — but in recent 
years national retailers such as Aero-
postale, Aldo, and the Gap have opened 
up locations on the Fulton Mall.

Montvel-Cohen said Downtown’s 

Century 21 will be the “anchor” for 
City Point, a commercial and residen-
tial development replacing the old Al-
bee Square Mall and adjoining lots with 
retail space and two skyscrapers — one 
of which is  slated to become the tall-
est building in the borough .

The store will be two-and-a-half 
times the size of Century 21’s Bay Ridge 
location and about the same size as the 
store’s popular branch in lower Man-
hattan, store spokeswoman Heather 
Feinmel said.

“We see the new Fulton Street proj-
ect as a great opportunity to expand 
our reach in the Brooklyn community,” 
Feinmel said. “We  are eager to expand 
our brand to its residents.”

Century 21 for Fulton
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Waste Equals Energy
Waste Management produces enough 

renewable energy to power over 

1 million homes, simply by 

making energy from waste. 

In addition to our waste-

to-energy plants that 

use trash as clean-

burning, renewable 

fuel, we capture

methane from our 

landfills to generate 

heat and electricity.

We plan to double 

waste-based energy 

production by 2020, further 

tapping the power of waste as a 

resource.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Come to the Conservatory this summer! 
58 Seventh Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217

Register your child now 
for a fun and fulfilling summer 

of music!

• PRIVATE INSTRUCTION
Children 6 years old and up develop their love 
of music with instrumental and voice lessons. 

• WORLD DRUMMING FOR KIDS
Children ages 6 to 9 explore the world as they 
discover the rhythms and traditions of many 
cultures.

• JUNIOR ROCK WEEK
Students ages 7 to 11 play with seasoned 
professionals in a week of fun learning 
and rocking.

• MUSIC ADVENTURES FESTIVAL
Children ages 18 months to 4 years experience 
an exciting week of singing, dancing, instrument 
playing, and learning about music.

• MUSICWORKS WEEKEND
Kids and families discover the joy of music in 
workshops like Inside the Band, Songbuilding, 
Storyhearing, Music at the Movies, and more!

For tuition and 

financial aid details 

call the Registrar at

718.622.3300.

www.bqcm.org

RegisterToday!

Summer Programs for Kids
July 9 to August 24

FREE
LESSON
I N  D E S I G N I N G  F O R  P R I N T

1.Files should be created using CMYK (cyan, 
magenta, yellow, black) not RGB (red, green, blue) 
color mode.
2.Black text should be 0%C, 0%M, 0%Y and 
100%K.
3.Ideally files should be designed using a vector 
based program such as Illustrator or InDesign.
4.Files should be saved as High Quality Print PDF 
files.
5.If the file is designed to bleed (print to the edge) 
than a bleed must be included. So if the finished 
size of the printed piece is to be 4” x 4” then the 
required file size with the bleed is 4.25” x 4.25” with 
all things intended to bleed extending to those 
dimensions and all things not meant to bleed be at 
least a quarter inch away from those edges.

This lesson brought to you by the good people at:

305 Atlantic Ave. Brooklyn (@ Smith St.)      
718.858.0313 Open Monday-Saturday
Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

of Brooklyn

Live Performances, 3 Stages 

Lots of Special Attractions

FAIR
The Fabulous Fifth Avenue

ADay of Fabulous Fun for theWhole Family!

Sun, May20,12-6pm
RAIN OR SHINE

Sponsored by
The Park Slope Fifth Avenue Business Improvement District
www.ParkSlopeFifthAvenueBID.com

By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Mark-
owitz’s popular summer con-
cert series, which was booted 
from Asser Levy Park last 
year for being too loud, will 
once again be staged in a 
cramped Coney Island lot 
— even though concert-go-
ers have repeatedly panned 
the spot for being too small 
for major stars like Aretha 
Franklin and Joan Jett.

Civic leaders confirmed 
that this year’s Seaside Sum-
mer Concert Series will be 
returning to the vacant site on 
W. 21st Street near Surf Av-
enue this summer — a spot 
many said was a poor substi-
tute for Asser Levy Park.  

“Asser Levy was a much 
better venue with a much bet-
ter atmosphere,” said Bay 
Ridge resident Kelly Gra-
ham, who attended the Joan 
Jett concert last July. “This 
space [stinks]!”

The W. 21st Street lot in-
cludes 5,000 paid seats po-
sitioned near a makeshift 

stage, but only has room 
for 2,000 free seats in the 
back, roughly half of what 
the park at Ocean Parkway 
and Seabreeze Avenue pro-
vides. 

Asser Levy Park is about 
the size of a city block. The 
W. 21st Street lot, in com-
parison, is about a third of 
a city block.

The lack of free seating 
and drab surroundings irked 
concert-goers  at the very 
start  of last year’s concert 
series.

Most of the complaints 
came from those who brought 
their own chairs and blan-
kets so they could watch the 
show for free, grumbling that 
they missed the wide-open 
spaces of Asser Levy.

“Asser Levy Park was a 
beautiful and classic loca-
tion,” said Steven Centonzo. 
“I miss the grass and picnick-
ing with a blanket.”

The issue came to a head 
after 1,000 angry fans were 
turned away from Franklin’s 
August concert  because the 

Tough lot for Coney concert series

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Better late than never.
A well-meaning group of 

soldier-boosters from France 
awarded a Brooklyn Heights 
World War II veteran a pres-
tigious medal of honor — 68 
years after he fought to save 
their country.

Norman Wasserman, 87, 
received a coveted French 
Legion of Honor award last 
week for fighting Nazis in 
one of the war’s bloodiest bat-
tles, surviving sniper bullets, 
bombs, and land mines — not 

to mention a post-war career 
in public relations — before 
taking home the honor.

The medal symbolizes 
“France’s infinite grati-
tude and appreciation” for 
his bravery, according to 
the Consulat General De 
France.

“It feels wonderful — it’s 
was a very touching cere-
mony,” Wasserman said.

Wasserman helped Allied 
troops as a teenager during 
the notorious Battle of the 
Bulge by watching for the 
flash of gunfire and using 

hidden microphones to lis-
ten for the sound of enemy 
artillery.

The six-week offensive 
by German forces took 
place on a frozen chunk 
of ground in Luxembourg, 
France, and Belgium, result-
ing in nearly 90,000 Ameri-
can casualties.

War vet Ed Marinello, who 
served in Wasserman’s bat-
talion, said the award is im-
portant despite its tardy ar-
rival.

“It means a lot — he was 
a great soldier and we were 

really in the thick of it,” he 
said.

An official from Consulat 
General De France didn’t re-
turn calls seeking comment on 
Tuesday, but Wasserman said 
the medal’s timing is linked 
to the now-more-friendly re-
lationship between the United 
States and France.

And Marinello — who is 
also in his eighties — said 
it’s good the French finally 
got around to it.

“They probably want to 
recognize us while we’re still 
around,” he said.

Merci to Heights vet
WWII hero earns medal — 68 years after the fact

The French awarded Norman Wasserman a Legion 
of Honor medal for courageously fighting the Ger-
mans during the Battle of the Bulge.
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al fresco music venue was 
too small . 

Yet supporters say the va-
cant lot is big enough to ac-
commodate the summer-long 
music series.

“The spot they’re working 
with is fine,” said Commu-
nity Board 13 District Man-
ager Chuck Reichenthal. 

The borough president 
held his Seaside Summer 
Concert Series at Asser Levy 
Park every year since 1991, 
but caused an uproar when 
he  announced plans to build 
a $64-million, 8,000-seat 
bandshell  there. Congregants 
of two synagogues abutting 
the park and other local crit-

ics balked at the idea, call-
ing the planned venue a mon-
strosity that would destroy 
parkland and overwhelm 
their quiet street.

Synagogue officials sued 
to shut the Beep’s concerts 
down on the grounds that am-
plified music is illegal within 
500 feet of houses of wor-
ship. Markowitz settled the 
lawsuit last year by agree-
ing to relocate the concerts 
to W. 21st Street.

Brighton Beach resi-
dents who sued Markowitz 
said they were pleased that 
the concert won’t be coming 
back to Asser Levy Park. 

“It’s what the law is all 
about,” said longtime con-
cert critic Ida Sanoff. “The 
new location fits in perfectly 
with Coney Island.”

Seaside concert organizer 
and promoter Debbie Gar-
cia said the series will move 
forward, but wouldn’t pro-
vide further details — or re-
veal the lineup for this year’s 
shows. 

Borough President Mark-

owitz hasn’t given up on a 
state-of-the-art amphithe-
ater, spokesman Mark Zus-
tovich explained.

“The borough president 
remains committed — fi-
nancially and otherwise — 
to a world-class performance 
venue,” Zustovich said.

JEWELS BY SATNICK
187 State St. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm

 License #1272660

WE’RE BUYING!
TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 

and we will buy your items on the spot.

The popular Seaside Summer Concert Series is re-
turning to a cramped parking lot on W. 21st Street.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Professional dog walkers 
are busing pooches into the 
Dyker Beach Park dog run 
from all corners of the bor-
ough and ruining the leash-
free lot for local canines, say 
pup-owning residents who 
are getting tired of the in-
terlopers.

Neighbors say hired dog 
walkers often exceed the 
posted three-pup-per-per-
son limit at the dog run at 
the corner of Seventh Ave-
nue and 86th Street — some-
times bringing more than a 
dozen at a time — which they 
claimed causes crowding and 
nasty dogfights.

Bonnie Diaz, who lives 
across the street from the run, 
said that a group of pooches 
being overseen by walker Beth 
Sampson — who admitted that 
she trucks in dogs from Dit-
mas Park — once ganged up 
on her pet Marley. 

Today, Marley takes off 
whenever Sampson or an-
other dog-sitter arrives with 
a crew, Diaz said.

“The second somebody 
pulls up with a lot of dogs, 
I leave,” Diaz said, adding 
that the walkers tend to group 
around the picnic tables by 

Dog run packs them in
Residents: Pro walkers bringing in violent hounds

seen packs of the animals at-
tack single dogs that were 
at the lot with their owners 
and reported the incidents to 

animals for personality prob-
lems before bringing them 
inside the dog run. She also 
says her dogs never fight with 
the other canines. 

Keeping the peace among 
her pooches is essential to 
staying in business.

“If the dogs come back 
to their owners with marks 
from fighting, you aren’t go-
ing to be a dog walker for 
long,” Sampson said.

Another professional 
dogwalker   — who refused 
to give her name — admit-
ted that she brings dogs to 
Dyker Beach Park from as 
far away as Park Slope, but 
said she hires helpers to man-
age the animals.

She says she never had 
a problem controlling her 
pack, suggesting that some 
dog owners mistake loud play 
for violence.

“They hear barking and 
growling and see them chas-
ing each other and they think 
the dogs are fighting,” the dog 
walker said. “Really, they’re 
just having fun.” 

Dyker Beach Park Dog Run has become the site of 
clashes between neighborhood dog owners and 
professional pooch walkers.
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By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

The People’s Playground 
will boast another place for 
people to play this sum-
mer.

John “Cha-Cha” Ciarcia, 
who lost his beloved honky-
tonk bar in the city’s push 
to bring more upscale busi-
nesses to the Boardwalk, 
will open an amusement 
park that he says will offer 
a better deal and a more au-
thentic Coney Island expe-
rience than Luna Park and 
the Scream Zone. 

“I want to make it afford-
able for families that belong 
in Coney Island,” said Cia-
rcia,  who closed Cha-Cha’s 
Bar last November  after auc-
tioning off its contents. “My 
park won’t be a rich South 
Beach extravaganza like the 
one the city wants to turn 
Coney Island into.”

Cha-Cha’s Steeplechase-
Fun Place Amusement Park 
will have 15 to 20 rides — 
including the MegaWhirl, a 
new spinning bumper car-
style ride — a beach bar near 
the Boardwalk, and a mu-
sic venue called Club Atlan-
tis with room for 800 peo-
ple on Stillwell Avenue at W. 
12th Street.

Entrance to the park will 
be free, and rides will cost 
$3 to $5, Ciarcia said.

That’s on par with Cen-
tral Amusements’ two-year-
old Luna Park, which sells 

Old Coney carny set 
to open new fun park

the entrance, making it tough 
at times to escape without 
some kind of trouble.

James Gheida of Ben-
sonhurst, who’s been visit-
ing the run for nearly eight 
years, said that the privately-
hired dog-sitters often bring 
as many as 18 animals to the 
park at a time, forcing him 
and his dog Woody to the far 
corners of the fenced-in lot 
— or out of it entirely.

“I don’t want to stick 
around. There’s no way they 
can control that many dogs,” 
said Gheida, adding that he’s 

Community Board 10.
CB10 district manager Jo-

sephine Beckmann said she’s 
heard lots of complaints like 
Gheida’s every month.

“People are saying dog 
walkers bring in huge 
groups of dogs and that 
many of them are vicious,” 
said Beckmann, adding that 
residents are further infuri-
ated because 311 doesn’t ac-
cept complaints about dog-
on-dog violence.

A 311 representative con-
firmed that the city helpline 
only responds to reports of 
dog attacks on people, but 
couldn’t explain why. 

But professional dog walk-
ers said the charges against 
them are untrue.

Sampson confessed that 
she often brings five or six 
dogs to the park, but vets her 

tickets on swipe cards and 
charges between $3 and $6 
for rides. It’s cheaper than 
the Scream Zone, which 
charges between $7 and $25 
for amusements.

Like Luna Park, Ciarcia’s 
fun zone will open on Me-
morial Day and close on Hal-
loween.

Cha-Cha’s, a beloved wa-
tering hole known for its live 
music and gritty old school 
Coney Island feel, was a 
member of the “Boardwalk 
Eight” — businesses that 
fought to stay open after Cen-
tral Amusement, the com-
pany the city picked to han-
dle its properties, petitioned 

to boot them from the iconic 
walkway. 

 Ruby’s Bar and Paul’s 
Daughter were allowed to 
return , but Cha-Cha’s and 
four other shops were evicted 
last year.

Ciarcia thumbed his nose at 
the slap in the face by  opening 
a restaurant  on Surf Avenue. 
He then went to Coney Island’s 
other major landlord — devel-
oper Joe Sitt — and inked a 
deal to turn one of his empty 
lots into the fun zone.

“This is my comeback,” 
Ciarcia said. “They threw me 
off the Boardwalk but they 
can’t kick me out of Coney 
island.”

The Coney Island bar owner behind legendary 
dive Cha-Cha’s won’t just open a new pub in the 
People’s Playground (pictured) — John Ciarcia is 
planning to debut a new amusement park with 
rides, a nightclub, and a beach-y bar.
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Take charge of your retirement
What you do now will affect your lifestyle in retirement. Join us for a free retirement 
planning seminar to learn how you can help protect your retirement dreams with a 
RiverSource® variable annuity.

This is an informational seminar. There is no cost or obligation for attending.

VARIABLE ANNUITIES: 

ARE NOT A DEPOSIT OF ANY BANK  
OR ANY BANK AFFILIATE

ARE NOT FDIC 
INSURED

ARE NOT INSURED BY ANY  
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY

ARE NOT BANK 
GUARANTEED

MAY LOSE VALUE

Withdrawals that do not qualify for a waiver may be subject to withdrawal charge. Withdrawals are subject to income taxes, and withdrawals before age 59½ may 
incur an IRS 10% early withdrawal penalty.

Variable annuities are insurance products that are complex, long-term investment vehicles that are subject to market risk, including the potential loss of principal 
invested. Before you invest, be sure to ask your financial professional about the variable annuity’s features, benefits, risks and fees, and whether the variable annuity 
is appropriate for you, based on your financial situation and objectives. 

You should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of a variable annuity and its underlying investment options carefully before investing. For 

free copies of annuity and underlying investment prospectuses, which contain these important considerations, call 800.333.3437. Read the prospectus carefully before 

you invest. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. offers financial planning services, investments, insurance and annuity products. RiverSource products are offered by affiliates of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. CA License #0684538.

RiverSource Distributors, Inc. (Distributor), Member FINRA. Insurance and annuity products are issued by RiverSource Life Insurance Company and in New York,  
by RiverSource Life Insurance Co. of New York, Albany, New York. Only RiverSource Life Insurance Co. of New York is authorized to sell insurance and annuities in  
New York. 

© 2012 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Date:
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 

Time:
1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Location:
Trinity Lutheran Church  
9020 3rd Avenue  
Brooklyn, NY 11209

RSVP:
Call Edie Cavalieri at  
646.292.8039 or email:  
armand.a.toledo@ampf.com

Presented by:
Jennifer R. Filocomo, CRPC®, CRPS® 
Financial Advisor

Hosted by:
Jennifer R. Filocomo, CRPC®, CRPS®

Financial Advisor

500 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3600 
New York, NY 10110

646.292.8008

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Support the Bed-Stuy 
Campaign Against Hunger 

3RD ANNUAL 
PLANTER 

AWARDS DINNER
Hosted by 

Fox 5 Reporter 
Tai Hernandez 

Honoring 

PASTOR DEBORAH K. VALENTINE 
New Life Missionary Christian Church & 

JOHN SAMUELSEN, TWU Local 100
Thursday, June 14, 2012 at Giando on the Water 

 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
400 Kent Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

For tickets and information, visit 
BedStuyCampaignAgainstHunger.org or call (718) 773-3551 ext:151.

The Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger is a 501 C-3. For more information about the 
Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger or to donate, please visit BedStuyAgainstHunger.org.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

A thug tried to steal a 
woman’s jewelry — then 
shot her father when he 
gave chase.

The 28-year-old woman 
told cops she was walking 
with her father on Cumber-
land Street at Greene Ave-
nue at 9:50 pm on May 10 
when the perp tried to grab 
her necklace. Her dad tried 
to stop the crook, who pulled 
out a gun and shot him in the 
abdomen, police say.

Pipe perp
A thief stole thousands 

of dollars of copper from a 
building on Vanderbilt Av-
enue.

The crook ransacked the 
building between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue, snatch-
ing copper piping valued at 
$6,000 at some point between 
3 pm on May 3 and noon the 
next day, cops say.

Ring of lords
A crook stole a ring from 

a church on Lafayette Ave-
nue on May 12.

Church officials told po-
lice they caught a man snoop-
ing around the Emman-
uel Baptist church between 
Washington Avenue and St. 
James Place at 7:30 am. When 
cops arrived, the man admit-
ted stealing the ring from a 
church member, police say.

Targeted
A crook pilfered prop-

erty from a woman’s purse 
on May 8.

The victim told cops that 
someone snatched her wallet 
from her handbag inside the 
Target at Atlantic Avenue be-
tween 6:20 pm and 6:35 pm.

Flushed out
A jerk stole a woman’s 

wallet at the Atlantic Ter-
minal Mall on May 10.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops she went to use 
the bathroom at the mall on 
Atlantic Avenue at 6:20 pm 
— and left her wallet out-
side. When she returned fif-
teen minutes later, the wal-
let was gone.

Cash cow
A crook stole a wad of 

cash from an apartment on 
Myrtle Avenue overnight on 
May 9.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops that a bandit got 
into his home at Clermont Av-
enue sometime between 7:30 
pm on May 9 and 7:30 pm on 
May 10 and snatched $2,000 
from a desk drawer.

Bad read
A thief made away with 

a woman’s electronics while 
the victim read in Fort Greene 
Park on May 12.

The 37-year-old victim told 
cops she put her bag beside 
her while reading her iPad 
in the Park near Willoughby 
Avenue at noon. When she 
turned and reached for her 
bag at 2:30 pm, it was gone.
 — Eli Rosenberg

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Bicycles stolen
A thief stole two fancy 

bikes — worth more than 
$1,000 apiece — from a 
Water Street garage on 
April 26.

The victim told police 
that the crook broke into 
his locked garage at Adams 
Street at 11 pm, and left 30 
minutes later with the two 
pricey bicycles.

Gunpoint rob
A gun-wielding thug 

robbed a man on Concord 
Street on May 7.

The victim told cops that 
he was near Gold Street at 
1:15 pm when the crook 
flashed a pistol and said, 
“Give me your phone.” 

The terrified pedestrian 
handed it over, along with 
$150, and the crook fled.

Subway scam
Police arrested a teenager 

who they say stole a woman’s 
iPhone at a Fulton Street sub-
way station on May 8.

The woman said she was 
at the station near Hoyt Street 
at 5:30 pm when the teen 
grabbed her device and ran 
off. Cops arrested a teen who 
they say had the stolen phone 
later that day.

MTA swindled
A thief stole construc-

tion equipment from the 
Schermerhorn Street G train 
station on May 3.

A transit worker told po-
lice that he locked a storage 
closet at the station near Hoyt 
Street at 11 pm. When he re-
turned just five minutes later, 
the lock was broken and a 
saw, power washer, and other 
tools were missing.

Gym rat
A thief stole a wallet and 

cellphone from a locker at 
a Remsen Street gym on 
May 7.

The victim told police that 
he locked his belongings in 
the locker at the gym near 
Court Street at 12:30 pm be-
fore going to exercise. When 
he returned from his work-
out at 1:45 pm, the items 
were gone.

iSwipe
A crook stole a woman’s 

iPod at the Jay Street subway 
station on May 12. 

The victim said she was 
waiting for a Manhattan-
bound F train at the station 
near Willoughby Street 
at 2:20 pm when the thief 
swiped her mini-music player 
and fled. — Daniel Bush

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Locker liar
A sneaky thief stole a wal-

let, jeans, and an iPhone from 
a gym-goer on Ninth Street 
on May 6.

The 35-year-old victim 
told cops that he left his be-
longings inside a locker at 
New York Sports Club be-
tween Fifth and Sixth Ave-
nue at 1 pm, then went for a 
40-minute workout. 

He came back and discov-
ered his lock clipped — and 
his brown wallet, black jeans, 
and cellphone gone.

An gym employee later 
told the poor guy that a man 
had claimed the locker was 
his and that he needed help 
clipping the lock.

Big spender
A spend-happy crook stole 

an Eighth Avenue resident’s 
Social Security number and 
stole more than $12,000 from 
her between Nov. 2 and May 
8.

The 58-year-old victim 
told cops that a thief some-
how swiped her number, then 
used it to open two or three 
credit cards in her name. 

The thief then maxed-
out the cards — racking up 
thousands of charges in six 
months — and that’s when 
the bank called her with the 
bad news.

— Natalie O’Neill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Knife strife
A 44-year-old man was 

arrested for allegedly threat-
ening a woman with a knife 
on Atlantic Avenue on May 
11.

The victim told police 
that she was inside her car 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets at 5:15 pm when 
the suspect began knock-
ing on the driver-side win-
dow, waving a knife, and 
shouting threats.

Bad ride
Cops busted a 59-year-old 

motorist for allegedly hit-
ting another man’s car on 
the Atlantic Avenue exit on 
the Brooklyn Queens Ex-
pressway — then driving 
off while the victim clung 
to the suspect’s car.

The victim told police he 
was pulling off the high-
way at 10:10 pm on May 
10, when the suspect, driv-
ing a 2004 Eurovan, rear-
ended his car.

When the victim left his 
vehicle to survey the dam-
age, the perp hit the gas, 
carrying the unfortunate 
motorist on the hood for ap-
proximately eight blocks un-
til they reached the corner of 
Poplar and Hicks streets.

Police say the suspect was 
carrying cocaine and a pipe 
with cocaine residue at the 
time of his arrest.

In the joint
A man accused of driv-

ing erratically allegedly told 
cops he smoked a good deal 
of marijuana before he got 
behind the wheel.

Police say they pulled 
over the driver on Ham-
ilton Avenue after he was 
spotted swerving inside the 
Brooklyn Battery Tunnel on 
May 8 and passing through 
an inoperable EZ Pass gate 
at 8 am.

When the officer spoke 
with the motorist, the sus-
pect allegedly blamed his 
bad driving on pot.

“I smoked marijuana,” the 
suspect stated, according to 
police reports. “I smoked a 
joint, it was kind of big.”

Brunt assault
Cops nabbed a man who 

allegedly walked into a Van 
Brunt Street business and 
punched an employee in the 
face on May 8.

The victim told police 
that he was at work near 
Reed Street at around noon 
when the 38-year-old sus-
pect sauntered in and socked 
him once in the face. 

— Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Lapped up
Two unsavory ladies 

swiped a Bay Ridge man’s 
Macbook right off his lap 
while he was riding a bus on 
Fourth Avenue on May 13.

The victim said he had 
the laptop open on his knees 
when the bus was stopped at 
86th Street at 9 pm. That’s 
when one of the femme fa-
tales grabbed the computer 
from his grasp and ran off 
the bus with her friend. 

The man chased them into 
the 86th Street  subway sta-
tion, but the catty burglars 
jumped aboard a Manhattan-
bound R train before he could 
catch up. 

Rear window
A burglar slipped into a 

woman’s 78th Street apart-
ment through a back window 
on May 10 — and slipped out 
with $600 in loot.

The victim told cops she 
left her apartment between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
at 2:15 pm, and came back 
35 minutes later to find her 
window open and her wal-
let, iPod, credit cards, and 
jewelry missing.

Unbuckled
Two crooks stripped a man 

of his cash, cellphone, and 
$321 Gucci belt on Fourth 
Avenue on May 8.

The victim told police that 
he was near 90th Street at 
12:15 am on his way home 
when a pair of masked ma-
rauders stopped him.

“Run your s---,” one de-
manded. The two then went 
through the man’s pockets 
and slipped the strap off of 
his waist.

iPod touched
A pickpocket pocketed a 

man’s iPod on Bay Ridge Av-
enue on May 8.

Police said the victim was 
near 12th Avenue at 3:10 pm 
when the thief slipped the 
gadget out of his front pocket. 
The bandit then fled down 
Bay Ridge Avenue.

Messy room
A crook broke into a wom-

an’s 64th Street apartment 
and trashed her bedroom on 
May 7 — but didn’t take a sin-
gle thing, police said.

The victim told cops 
that she left her apartment 
between 13th and 14th ave-
nues at 8 am and headed for 
work. When she came home, 
she saw that somebody had 
forced her front door open 
and thrown all her personal 
items in her bedroom on 
the floor and the mattress. 

Still, she didn’t notice any-
thing missing. 

— Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Laptop lashing
A fiend threatened a hair-

dresser and stole a computer 
from a Roebling Street sa-
lon on May 9.

The employee told cops 
that the villain entered the 
salon near N. Fifth Street at 
12:05 pm with his hand in 
a bag, and demanded, “Just 
give me the computer!”

She refused to hand it over, 
so the thief tried to wrestle it 
out of her hands. He quit the 
struggle and grabbed another 
nearby laptop and fled.

Safe house
A crook stole $1,300 from 

a Bedford Avenue tea house 
on May 8.

The store manager told 
police he closed his busi-
ness near N. Eighth Street 
at 12:01 am, but when staff 
arrived later that day at 9 am, 
the safe was missing.

Cameras taken
A burglar stole several 

cameras and lenses from 
a Roebling Street apart-
ment while the owner was 
away between April 27 and 
May 10.

The tenant told cops she 
left her apartment near N. 
Seventh Street on April 27 at 
9 am, but when she returned 
on May 10 at 8 am, her stuff 
was missing.

— Aaron Short

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Phone push
A couple stole a wom-

an’s phone and pushed her 
down the stairwell inside a 
Thames Street building on 
May 12.

The victim was between 
Morgan Avenue and Bogart 
Street at 12:08 am when the 
duo approached. 

“You better not call the po-
lice ever again,” the woman 
told the victim, according to 
the police report.

She then pushed the vic-
tim down the stairs, shoved 
her head against the wall, 
and took her phone — be-
fore they both left. 

Bank return
A robber tried to hold up a 

Broadway bank on May 8, but 
changed his mind and fled.

The goon entered the 
bank near Hooper Street at 
11:41 am, and handed over 
a note that read, “Give me 
the money, don’t press the 
alarm.” 

He then asked the teller if 
she read it, at which point she 
coolly handed the note back 
to him, and he fled.

Kent steal
A thief stole a wallet, 

phone, laptop, and head-
phones from a Kent Avenue 
apartment on May 13.

The tenant told cops he fell 
asleep in his apartment near 
near N. Fourth Street at 1 am, 
but when he woke up at 8 am, 
his stuff was gone.

Car trouble
Cops arrested a 29-year-

old beggar who they said 
chased a man with a dag-
ger on Broadway on May 
8 — and slashed the man’s 
car tires. 

The victim told cops he 
was on Havemeyer Street at 
2:20 am when the panhandler 
asked for change. The vic-
tim handed over some coins, 
and when the man asked for 
more, the victim refused and 
got into his car. 

That’s when the vagrant 
opened the car door, pulled 
out a knife, and tried to stab 
the victim, cops said. 

“Get away from me,” the 
victim shouted, and swatted 
him away with a broom from 
his car. The man then slashed 
the victim’s tires. 

Cops arrested a suspect 
an hour later.

Phoning it in
Two thieves beat up a man 

on Meserole Street on May 11 
— and stole his headphones 
and phone.

The victim told police 
he was near Graham Ave-
nue at 4:20 pm when one of 
the thugs punched him in his 
jaw, causing him to drop his 
phone and headset. The sec-
ond thief then grabbed the 
electronics, and both fled to-
ward Humboldt Street.

Taxi trap
A disgruntled passenger 

allegedly punched a taxi 
driver and wrecked his cab 
instead of paying his fare on 
Ainsle Street on May 13.

The driver told cops that 
he dropped his rider off near 
Lorimer Street at 4:30 am, but 
his passenger refused to pay 
the bill and grabbed his navi-
gational device instead.

So the driver tried to grab it 
back, but the suspect punched 
him in the face, jumped on the 
cab, and broke his front wind-
shield, cops said. Then he got 
into the car, took the wheel, 
and drove it to the curb, the 
victim told cops, and a new 
struggle ensued.

Finally, the perp fled. Po-
lice arrested a suspect six 
minutes later.

— Aaron Short

Dad shot chasing kid’s mugger



I N S I D E D I N I N G  |  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  |  N I G H T L I F E  |  B O O K S  |  C I N E M A

The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings May 18–24, 2012(718) 260-2500

Love story
Spoiler alert: in this adaptation of “Romeo 

and Juliet,” the star-crossed paramours live to 
love another day.

Five playwrights are reimaging Shakespeare’s 
classic love story into a quintet of 15-minute per-

formances including an 
interpretive dance, a 
romance between two 
bears, and a finale in 
which the protagonists 
live happily ever after 
in Virginia.

Tyler Phillips, who 
wrote one of the scenes 
in the “Five Variations 
of Romeo and Juliet,” 

said audiences relate to the themes of love, loyalty, 
and power in the original play, despite its age.

“It’s going to be relatable over the ages because 
people are always falling in love,” said Tyler, who 
is also a cofounder of Phillstock Entertianment, 
which is putting on the show with Sparrowtree 
Theatre Company. 

Sparrowtree Theatre Company and Phill-
stock Entertainment’s “Five Variations of 
Romeo and Juliet” at 17 Frost Theatre of the 
Arts [17 Frost St. between Union and Lorimer 
streets in Williamsburg, (516) 317–3840 . www.
romeoinbrooklyn.com ], May 18–19 at 8 pm, 
and May 20 at 3 pm and 8 pm. Tickets $15. 
 — Daniel Bush

T H E AT E R

It’s a fetish fest — but the only chains you’ll 
find are the ones attached to bicycles.

Two-wheelers and the people who love them 
will hit the streets on May 26 for Bicycle Fe-
tish Day, a block party-style celebration of 
Brooklyn’s bike obsession.

Organizer Matt 
Levy said the event, 
now in its eighth year, 
is a chance for cyclists 
to embrace the distinct 
subcultures within the 
bike boom — fixie fa-
natics, weekend war-
riors, BMXers, and vin-
tage roadsters among 
them.

“We like to think of it as a cross-cultural 
get together,” Levy said.

The Williamsburg art museum City Reli-
quary will hold a day of spirited contests for 
bikers of all stripes with prizes and serious 
bragging rights going to whoever brings the 
“Best Vintage Bike,” “Best Ugly Bike” and 
“Best Mutant Bike” — a Frankenstein-style  
ride lovingly built out of several different bi-
cycles.

“We’re celebrating bike culture in weird 
and wild way,” Levy said. 

Bicycle Fetish Day (Meet at Havemeyer 
Street between Hope and Grand Streets in 
Williamsburg. www.cityreliquary.org), May 26, 
noon—6pm. Free. — Natalie O’Neill

by Ben Lockhart 
and Derrick Lytle
for The Brooklyn Paper

H
ave a drink without having a 
drink!

Just because you’re pregnant, 
underage, on a diet, staying off booze 
because of religious beliefs, or teeto-
taling for some other reason doesn’t 
mean you can’t sidle up to the bar and 
hold your own.

Here’s some of the best places to 
have the cold one you deserve.

Walter Foods: Located in Wil-
liamsburg, Walter Foods offers multi-
ple drinks sans alcohol. The Cucum-
ber Mint Lemonade is among the most 
popular and refreshing. 

Walker Foods [253 Grand St. in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387–8783].

Brooklyn Farmacy and Soda 
Fountain: Brooklyn Farmacy is only 
two years old, but it creates an au-
thentic blast from the past with their 
specialty egg creams — popular con-
coctions from the 1950’s and 60’s that 
include cold milk, pure sugar cane 
syrup, and a generous measure of selt-
zer. Vanilla, chocolate, maple and cof-
fee flavors are offered.  

Brooklyn Farmacy and Soda Foun-

tain [513 Henry St. in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 522–6260].

Fort Defiance: This hot spot fea-
tures house-made gingerade and tra-
ditional egg creams — not to men-
tion various alcohol-free drinks to 
complement the traditional bar at-
mosphere.

Fort Defiance [365 Van Brunt St. 
in Red Hook, (347) 453–6672].

Bubby’s Brooklyn: From 
homemade cola and hot honey lem-
onade to ginger beer, Bubby’s is 
making a name for itself in the non-
drinking community with a large 
selection of in-house mixes. 

Bubby’s Brooklyn [1 Main St. in 
DUMBO; (718) 212–0666].

Two Boots: The Park Slope stal-
wart does a fine job with their Mango 
Fresco — a drink spiked with a hefty 
dose of seltzer — but they also in-
clude a flattering variety of marvel-
ous “mocktails,” refreshingly iced 
teas and and freshly made lemon-
ades for non-drinkers who are typ-
ically stiffed by a drinking-to-get-
drunk menu. 

Two Boots [514 2nd St. between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope; (718) 499–3253].

Sexy wheels
B I K E S

A foot up
Now you can lend a hand — while stand-

ing on your hands.
On May 20, LAVA, a Prospect Heights-based 

performance troupe will host a “Handstand-a-
thon,” an event that asks do-gooders to raise money 

while topsy-turvy.
The studio encour-

ages participants of all 
skill levels to get down 
with being upside-down 
in order to help fund a 
kids dance program and 
other events.

“It’s a fun way to 
change your perspec-
tive,” said Diana Greiner, 
managing director. “Peo-

ple get really excited; they haven’t done it since 
they were kids.”

Each second spent feet-above-head earns 
one donation dollar and participants may use 
a wall or a spotter for balance. The record 
holder held the pose for four minutes.

Proceeds go to programs such as the PS 
9 Pick Up Program, which offers free dance 
classes to students.

Greiner said the goal is to raise $20,000 to-
tal — which, if you’re counting, adds up to a 
big rush of blood to the brain. 

“It really gets the energy up — for a good 
cause,” Greiner said.

Handstand-a-Thon at LAVA [524 Bergen St. 
between Sixth and Carlton avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 399–3161. www.lavalove.org], 
May 20 from 2-5 pm.   — Natalie O’Neill

CA L I S T H E N I C S

AUTHENTIC ITALIAN CUISINE & 
WOOD-FIRED BRICK OVEN PIZZA

(La Pizza di Napoli)

Daily specials featuring traditional 
wine & handcrafted pizza & pasta

WE DELIVER
Open 6 days a week for dinner. Closed Mondays.

552 COURT STREET 
(between W. 9th & Garnet Streets)

718-875-1384
www.lunarossabrooklyn.com

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

“Take an Asian 
dining ride and 
explore the talents 
of a kitchen that 
serves up cuisine 
with tranquility, fair 
prices and good 
tastes.”  — DAILY NEWS

CHINESE 
CUISINE and 
VEGETARIAN 
NUTRITION

Party orders and catering 
available

15% SENIOR DISCOUNT
every Tuesday night (dine-in only)

162 Montague Street, 1st Fl. Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY MIN

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Sippin’ pretty: Intern Ben Lockhart loves the cucumber lemonade at Bubby’s Brooklyn.
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On the 
wagon
Staying sober needn’t be 
somber this sweet summer

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

S
ummer is iced coffee sea-
son — and java joints are 
using bold spices, new 

steeping techniques, and even 
a splash of booze to entice caf-
feine junkies — and it’s work-
ing! Check out these most guz-
zle-worthy spots.

Crop to Cup: This farm-to-
coffee-table shop is channeling 
its inner beer buff by using home 
brewing tools to cold-steep fair-
trade African beans. 

Baristas allow the elixir to 
steep for 14 hours in a fine 
mesh bag to bring out its sweet 
and chocolaty notes. 

“You get a heavier body 
with nice bright flavors,” says 
owner Taylor Moork. “It’s re-
ally refreshing.”

[541 Third Ave. at 13th 
Street in Gowanus, (917) 531–
8754]. Small, $2.75; large, 
$3.65.

Toby’s Estate: Try the 
modified iced Earl Gray, a 
citrus-forward caffeine potion, 
double-brewed with beans from 
Kenya and Ethiopia, then poured 
over frosty cubes. “There’s a 
natural sweetness that trans-
lates well to a cold drink,” says 
roaster Deaton Pigot.

[125 N. Sixth St. near Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 
457–6160]. $3.75. 

Tea Lounge: Espresso for 
the perk, booze for the buzz 
— that’s the idea behind Tea 
Lounge’s “Canadian Coffee,” 

a traditional cold cup with ma-
ple syrup and Maker’s Mark 
whiskey. 

The writer-centric coffee 
house by day, bar by night dou-
ble-brews the rich and frosty 
drink, which would earn the 
Earnest Hemmingway seal of 
approval. 

[837 Union St. near Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 789–2762]. $9.

Blue Bottle Coffee: 
Bored by your standard iced 
coffee? 

Try spicing up your morn-
ing, literally, at Blue Bottle. 

The Williamsburg shop’s 
New Orleans-style iced cof-
fee is made with roasted chic-
ory, coarsely ground beans, 
and simple syrup. 

The perpetually packed 
pour-over palace serves the 
beverage chilled with cream 
for a complex, dark, and but-
tery finish that coffee junkies 
call heaven in a cup.

[160 Berry St. at N. Fifth 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–4160]. $4.

Cheers without beers: Barista Dan Shafer prepares a 
bold and tasty iced coffee at Crop to Cup.
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Iced is nice!
Get chilled coffee at these hot spots
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267-0363], roulette.org. 
VERTICAL PLAYER REPERTORY 

PRESENTS “SONGS OF TRAVEL”: 
Based on the travel poetry of 
“Treasure Island” and “Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde” author Robert Louis 
Stevenson, the Vertical Player Rep-
ertory will perform nine songs by 
composer Ralph Vaughan William, 
complete with interpretive dance. 
$20. 8 pm. Behind the Door [219 
Court St, between Wyckoff and 
Warren streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
624-3310], www.vpropera.org. 

COUNTRY-BLUES ORIGINALS: 
Ronda Dale and Ira Bolterman are 
are bringing some country-blues, 
rockin’ boogie, and torch songs to 
the Belleville Lounge in Gowanus. 
No cover. 9 pm – 10 pm. Belleville 
Lounge [330 5th St., corner of 5th 
Street and 5th Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 832-9777], www.bellevillebi-
stro.com. 

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, CHAMBER CONCERT: 

David Bindman and his ensemble 
perform. Free. 1:30 pm. Windsor 
Terrace Public Library [160 E. Fifth 
St. at Ft.Hamilton Parkway in Wind-
sor Terrace, (718) 686-9707], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

ART, BROOKLYN PHILHARMONIA 
CHORUS PERFORMS AT ST. AU-
GUSTINE’S R.C. CHURCH: The 
group is holding its spring concert, 
featuring Rejoice in the Lamb by 
Benjamin Britten, Five Mystical 
Songs by Ralph Vaughn Williams 
and Frostiana by Randolph Thomp-
son among others. $25 at the door; 
$20 in advance (by calling). 7:30 pm. 
Saint Augustine’s R. C. Church [116 
6th Avenue in Park Slope, (718)-907-

0963], bpc.pc-ezee.com. 
THEATER, “THE LIAR SHOW”: Host 

Andy Christie, Ophira Eisenberg, 
Faye Lane and James Braly spin 
tales, some true, some false, dis-
cover the liar and win a t-shirt. $25. 
8 pm. Kingsborough Community 
College [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368-5000], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZ CONCERT: Special 
performance by the Brooklyn Jazz 
Wide Open. Sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music. 
$10. 8 pm. The Conservatory Con-
cert Hall (58 Seventh Ave. in Park 
Slope), www.bqcm.org. 

ARTS AND CULTURE FEST: The Cre-
ative Side launches a one-of-a-kind 
market for artists, craft makers and 
designers. Free. 10 am– 4 pm. Park-
side Plaza (Parkside Ave. at Ocean 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.artscul-
turefest.com. 

IT’S MY PARK DAY: Join with Park 
Rangers and fellow volunteers and 
pick up a broom, a shovel, rake and 
trash bag for a spring cleaning. 
Free. 10 am–2 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965-8900], bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

SACRED SITES OPEN HOUSE WEEK-
END: Historic Brooklyn churches 
open their doors to the viewing 
public to admire their astounding 
art and architecture. Free. 11 am. 
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims [75 
Hicks St., at the corner of Orange 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, (212) 
995-5260], www.nylandmarks.org/
events/lectures_and_other_events/
ss_open_house. 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE: Honoring 
our veterans; invocation and cer-

FRI, MAY 18
WINNING BOOKS ON EXHIBIT: 

Three students, Brooklyn students, 
who were awarded top honors in 
the 26th Annual Extra Jack Keats 
Bookmaking Competition will be 
on exhibit from May 2 to 31 at the 
Brooklyn Public Library. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Ave. at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100], www.brooklynpub-
liclibrary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

CONCERT, FOURTH ANNUAL 
BROOKLYN FOLK FESTIVAL: The 
three-day festival in Red Hook fea-
tures 30 local bands, instrumental 
workshops, fi lm screenings, banjo 
toss competition, and a family-
friendly square dance. Sponsored 
by the Jalopy Theatre. $20. 12:00 
am. Indoors [345 Jay St. at Myrtle 
Avenue in Downtown, 718-395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, CHAMBER CONCERT: David 
Bindman and his ensemble per-
form. Free. 3:30 pm. Sunset Park 
Public Library [5108 Fourth Ave. 
at 51st Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
965-6533], www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

ART, MARK TRIBE, RARE EARTH: 
Solo exhibition of works by Mark 
Tribe, video and print artist and 
performer, featuring photographs 
of lush landscapes found in contem-
porary video games and a video 
of a militia training ground in Up-
state New York. Free. 6 pm – 9 pm 
opening reception. 12 pm – 6 pm. 
Momenta Art [56 Bogart Street in 
Bushwick, (718) 218–8058], www.
momentaart.org. 

DANCE, “LIVING PROOF”: Perfor-
mance by the BAXco Youth Dance 
Company. $5. 7:30 pm. BAX – 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. in South Slope, (718) 832-
0018], www.bax.org. 

MUSIC, BAROQUE BURLESQUE 
OPERA: Company XIV, in associa-
tion with Morningside Opera and 
SIREN Baroque, presents the World 
Premiere of Judge Me Paris, a Ba-
roque Burlesque Opera. $40. 8 pm. 
303 Bond Street Theatre (303 Bond 
St. in Carroll Gardens), www.face-
book.com/303BondStreetTheatre. 

THEATER, “MY FAIR LADY”: Produc-
tion of the Lerner and Loewe classic 
about a fl ower girl, Eliza Doolittle, 
who is transformed by Professor 
Henry Higgins into a Lady. Per-
formed by the Narrows Community 
Theater troupe. $20 ($15 seniors 
and students under 21). 8 pm. St. 
Patrick’s Auditorium [97th St. at 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
482-3173], https://www.nycthe-
aterny.com. 

MUSIC, SOUNDSCAPES: The 
Grammy Award-winning Brooklyn 
Youth Chorus performs a set of 
indie-classical pieces by Bryce and 
Aaron Dessner of The National, 
Shara Worden of My Brightest 
Diamond, and composer Missy 
Mazzoli. Free. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Avenue, between Third Ave 
and Nevins St. in Downtown, (917) 

emonial tribute. Kick off at Emmons 
and Ocean Avenue and ends at the 
Haring Street Memorial. Beverages 
and snacks available to partici-
pants. Hosted by the Sheepshead 
Bay Plumb Beach Civic Associa-
tion. Free. 11:30 am. (Emmons and 
Ocean avenues in Sheepshead Bay). 

VIKING FEST 2012: Re-enactment 
of the Norseman, a half sized rep-
lica of a Viking ship and its crew, 
demos, educational displays and 
hands-on activities. Ethnic dancers, 
music and a special performance by 
Birkenes Hornmusikk and of course 
Scandinavian food and crafts. Free. 
Noon–5 pm. Bliss/Owl’s Head Park 
[68th St. at Narrows Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748-5950], For informa-
tion, visit http:://scandinavian-mu-
seum.org. 

ART, FLATBUSH ARTISTS STUDIO 
TOUR!: Come check out art from 
Flatbush’s growing community of 
artists in some of the neighbor-
hood’s fi nest homes! Free. noon – 6 
pm. Various studios and houses in 
Ditmas Park, (718) 462-4743. 

ART, BROOKLYN WATERFRONT 
ARTISTS COALITION PRESENTS 
“CELEBRATE”: Join the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists’ Coalition for 
their 20th year anniversary at the 
pier exhibition space. 1 pm. Brook-
lyn Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596-2506], www.
bwac.org. 

TALK, PANEL DISCUSSION: “Ques-
tion Bridge Blueprint Roundtable”: 
A young participant in the Question 
Bridge: Black Males video asks an 
elder from the civil rights move-
ment generation, “Why didn’t you 
leave us a blueprint?” Suggested 
$12, students and seniors $8. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

WAX OPENING RECEPTION: Partici-
pating artists: Francesca Azzara, 
Miles Conrad, Heidi Curko, Patricia 
Dusman, Alicia Forestall-Boehm, 
Noelle Gray, Sarah Grew, Aoife 
Hand, Stephanie Hargrave, Kay 
Hartung, Nancy Hubbard, Emily 
Korson, Jodie Manasevit, Carolina 
Rubio MacWright, Michele Schuff, 
Mari Renwick, Krista Svalbonas, 
Amy Weil. 6 pm. Brooklyn Artists 
Gym [168 Seventh St. in Gowanus, 
(718) 858-9069], www.brookly-
nartistsgym.com. 

BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE OPEN: Cel-
ebrate National Chamber Music 
month with world-class musicians 
who will play new music and share 
their creative processes with the 
audience. $10. 8 pm. Brooklyn Con-
servatory of Music [58 Seventh Ave. 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
May 19

Care gap
Low-income, urgent 
care, waiting room 
— Peter Nicks’s 
“The Waiting Room” 
is an intimate look 
at health care in the 
United States 
through the doctors, 
nurses, and patients 
who have the least 
and fight the hard-
est to find human 
dignity in a desper-
ate situation.

Doors open 8 pm, 
music until 9 pm screen-
ing. Roof of The Old 
American Can Factory 
[232 Third St. at 3rd 
Ave. (718) 417-7362. 
www.rooftopfilms.com] 
$12.

SUNDAY
May 20

Why balls?
The most popular 
sport in the world isn’t 
soccer, and it isn’t 
baseball, and it isn’t 
cricket — it’s all of 
them. John Fox’s “The 
Ball: Discovering the 
Object of the Game” 
is a look at the single 
common denominator 
in our favorite past-
times, the ball — from 
Mexican jungles to 
medieval villages, it’s 
part travelogue part 
history book. Fox will 
read at this WORD 
basketball league 
sponsored event. 

2 pm Word bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. (718) 
383-0096. www.word-
brooklyn.com].

TUESDAY
May 22

Scientific 
and true, 
too
Are you a scientist? 
Maybe you are. 
Maybe you’re not. 
Fans of science, and 
the narrative-heavy 
science podcast 
Radiolab, are going 
to love listening to 
the twisted stories 
about how science 
slips  and slices into 
into people’s lives 
— from doctor’s vis-
its to intergalactic 
discoveries — that 
span generations 
and cross borders.

8 pm The Bell House [149 
7th St. (718) 643-6510 
www.thebellhouseny.
com]. $10

WEDNESDAY
May 23

A cover up
Even for those who 
can’t get through 
those long winded 
New Yorker articles, 
the covers are still 
great fun. “Blown 
Covers” is a web site 
where amateurs can 
submit their own 
ideas for New Yorker 
covers, and often, 
the ones that don’t 
make it are the most 
interesting. Meet 
Francoise Mouly, the 
arts editor who picks 
the winners. 

7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
in Fort Greene. (718) 
246–0200]. Visit www.
greenlightbookstore.com.

THURSDAY
May 24

Six on six
You’ll bop your head 
and not know why. 
From the high con-
cept but highly popu-
lar group of six young 
Brooklyn composers 
called Sleeping Giant, 
comes music inspired 
by Igor Stravinsky’s 
“Histoire du soldat.” 
Another group of six 
musicians, the stylish 
and exciting Deviant 
Septet, will play the 
evening length piece, 
“Histories.” 

8:00 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Place. 
(718) 330-0313. www.
issueprojectroom.org] 
$15, members $12.
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2 for 1 
Mon-Fri 3pm-7pm 

Sat & Sun 12pm-7pm

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MOSFTGREENE 
80 LAFAYETTE AVENUE BROOKLYN NY  |  718-797-2849

KARAOKETUESDAYS

9PM-1AM HOSTED BY 
SHELLY WATSON

COMEDY SUNDAYS
HOSTED BY HBO, MTV Comedian 

Dave Lester & Friends

9PM-11PM  |  FREE ENTRY

For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

Gala Reception
will feature and celebrate some of the 

borough’s outstanding women.

Coney Island 

Each woman’s unique 
accomplishments

will be highlighted in 
a keepsake publication 

on May 24, 2012.

Gale Stevens Haynes
Pat Singer
Matti Berkowitz
Sharon Myrie 
Marlene Hochman
Aida Leon
Yonnette Fleming
Catherine Hodes
Josephine Sanfi lippo

Geneva Farrow
Cecilia Clarke
Eileen O’Connor
Susan Doban
Cathie Gearity
Doreen Garson
Ellen Salpeter
Susan Pulaski
Sandra Chapman

Mercedes Narcisse
Doris Palazzo
Ijana Nathaniel
Mary Sansone
Irina Yuryeva
Dr. Monica Sweeney
Christine M. Coley

2012 Honorees:

Folkin’ around: The fourth annual Brooklyn Folk Festival is sure 
to be a foot-stompin’, banjo-pickin’, slow-talkin’, square-dancin’ 
and perty singin’ good time.
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group of companies. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Screen images simulated. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. Deployment ongoing. 4G LTE device and data plan required. Claim compares 4G LTE 
download speeds to industry average 3G download speeds. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Get all the coverage you need!
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

NOKIA LUMIA 900

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE

Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, & Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge

(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

By Sarah Zorn
for The Brooklyn Paper

E
njoy the definitive season for 
sipping mojitos in the summer 
breeze — we’re raising a glass 

to these top al fresco eateries!

MyMoon: MyMoon’s massive, 
2,500 square foot courtyard offers 
lush, cabana-like seating; ideal en-
virons for enjoying wine and tapas 
under the stars. 

MyMoon [184 N 10th St. at 
Bedford Avenue in North Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–7007].

L&B Spumoni Gardens: Hun-
ker down at one of the scratched, 
outdoor picnic tables at this ironi-
cally old-school establishment with 
a square (not round, you tourist!)
pizza pie and a cup of handmade, 
Day-Glo spumoni.

L&B Spumoni Gardens [2725 
86th St. between 10th and 11th 
streets in Gravesend, (718) 372–
8400].

Pacifico: Pacifico is where it’s 
at for chips, dip, and plenty of salt-
rimmed margaritas. A two-tiered 
deck offers service under a cov-

ered seating area, but pups are wel-
come at the tables out front — bel-
lying up to the bar for your booze 
is a small price to pay. 

Pacifico [269 Pacific St. between 
Boerum Place and Smith Streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 935–9090].

Do or Dine: Much has been 
made of this quirky Bed Stuy new-
comer’s haute pot-head cuisine (foie 
gras donuts, deep-fried deviled eggs, 
potsticker nachos), but funky food’s 
just a bonus. Don’t miss the back pa-
tio lined with graffiti murals. 

Do or Dine [1108 Bedford Ave. 
between Gates and Lexington Av-
enues in Bedford Stuyvesant, (718) 
684–2290].

Brooklyn Crab: Red Hook’s 
soon-to-open Brooklyn Crab will 
bring the Eastern Seaboard to the 
New York City harbor with blue and 
soft-shells, a raw bar, mini-golf, and 
unparalleled water views. 

Brooklyn Crab [24 Reed St. 
between Van Brunt and Conover 
Streets, (718) 643–2722].

Easy breezy eating
Fine al fresco dining at Brooklyn’s summer staples

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Skylark Bar [477 5th Ave., at 11th St in Park Slope, (347) 227–8196]. 
Open daily, noon–4 am. Visit www.skylarkbarbrooklyn.com.

A slice and a scoop: After a crispy, melty, saucy pizza, cool 
down with a classic street sweet at L&B Spumoni Garderns.
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

E
verybody in the pool!

Swimmers will make 
waves in McCarren Pool 

for the first time in more 
than a quarter century when 
the city christens the out-
door park on June 28.

The Lorimer Street struc-
ture has been deteriorating 
since 1984, but the city has 
spent $50 million to preserve 
the historic bathhouse build-
ing and rehabilitate the pool 
with eight 82-foot lanes that 
can accommodate about 
1,500 swimmers.

So far, the city’s pool re-
construction plans have been 
on schedule.

The Greenpoint recre-
ation complex will feature 
renovated changing rooms, a 
beach volleyball court, con-
cessions, and a new fitness 
center that includes a weight 
room, cardio room, basket-
ball court, dance studio, and 
a community space.

But the pool and its beach 
deck where bathers can play 
and lay are the marquee at-
tractions.

Residents have been wait-
ing for two generations to 
plunge into the pool’s deep 
end.

Longtime Brooklynites 
who grew up in the 1970s 
and earlier no doubt have 
warm memories of cool-

ing down during summer’s 
balmiest afternoons.

Competitive swimmers 
will no longer have to trudge 
to Metropolitan Avenue to 
get in an early morning 
workout.

And tweens, teens, and 
college kids will flock to the 
new venue to chill with their 
crew and flirt like they’re 
in a day nightclub.

But it remains unclear 
whether the Parks Depart-
ment will add events to cater 

to the neighborhood’s gen-
trifying residents — like the 
summer concerts the pool 
hosted when it briefly re-
opened in 2005.

The Parks Department 
will likely divide the pool’s 
schedule into different pe-
riods for adult lap swim-
ming, children’s lessons, 
and free swims, similar to 
other outdoor pools in the 
city. Additional program-
ing has not yet been an-
nounced.

Old school pool
McCarren prepares for big splash

Take a dip: A view of the refurbished McCarren 
Park Pool, which will reopen on June 28 with areas 
for both free swimming and laps.
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Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies
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Store Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm 
& Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm, 
Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room 
before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and 
every personality. With natural wood interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and 
a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and remodelers 
choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

First-Time Home Buyers may 
save $500 in closing costs**

Purchase/Refinance Applicants 
may qualify for up to $2,000* 
in closing costs and 0.375%* 
off the rate** 

Existing Branch Customers†
may receive a closing credit 
of $175.00

1ESB-Bronx/Westchester; ESB-Brooklyn/Queens;
 ESB-Long Island;  ESB-Manhattan

Don’t Miss 
This Opportunity!

�

�

Current Mortgage Incentives Current Mortgage Incentives 
Include:Include:

�

Each of the above offers are exclusive and cannot be combined with other offers and may be discontinued at anytime by Emigrant in its sole discretion without notice.

Copyright © 2012 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated (Emigrant) - NMLS#1577. All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. 
Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportunity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. All product names, company names and logotypes are servicemarks or 
trademarks of Emigrant in the United States and other countries. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct but may 
include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to 
extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a 
complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products and/or programs are available in all states and/or localities and/or 
for all loan amounts. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties.  Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York Licensed Residential 

Mortgage Lender: Exempt. Emigrant is registered or licensed with the Banking Departments or Divisions in CT, DE, FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY and PA. /// 04/02/2012. 

**Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn,  Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only
†Existing Branch Customer is defined as a person/entity that has an existing branch account with Emigrant Bank or its affiliated Regional Banks.

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Emigrant Bank and its 
affiliated Regional Banks1 

are proud to announce that 
Spring Mortgage Promotion 
is Back!  

To find out if you qualify, 
stop by your local Emigrant branch 

... or contact
 

Robert Magnan, NMLS#203295
 at (212) 850-4363

MagnanR@Emigrant.com

*Available based on borrower income or census tract eligibility

Visit www.Emigrant.com 
to view a list of 

mortgage open houses

SPRING MORTGAGE 
PROMOTION IS HERE

WAH Center
(Williamsburgh Art and Historical Center)

is pleased to present
Spring Fling International Juried Art Show

Saturday, April 21st - Sunday, May 27th

135 Broadway, Bedford and Broadway

718-486-6012 or 718-486-7372

Orpheus in the Forest, (4’ by 6’), oil

between Lincoln Place and 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 622-3300 or 
email: rfrank@bqcm.org], 
www.bqcm.org. 

SUN, MAY 20
60TH ANNIVERSARY NOR-

WEGIAN DAY PARADE: 
Break out your bunads and 
whip up some rakfi sk for 
the 60th Anniversary Nor-
wegian Day Parade, this 
year on beautiful Third Ave-
nue in fabulous Bay Ridge! 
This year’s theme is “Hon-
oring Norwegian Women.” 
Free. 12:30 pm. Third Av-
enue [8501 Third Avenue, 
at the corner of 85th Street 
and Third Ave in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 745-6653]. 

ENTERTAINMENT, CONEY 
ISLAND STRONGMAN 
SPECTACULAR: Strength 
contest. Free. 1:30 pm. 
[Bowery Street at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 
372-5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

“CINDERELLA”: Classic, pre-
sented by the American 
Family Theater. For chil-
dren four and up. $7. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-

lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place 
in Midwood, (718) 951-
4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

“THE RIGHTS OF SPRING: 
The Water Dragons”: The 
Puppeteers Cooperative 
presents a giant pup-
pet pageant in which the 
water dragons are born, 
evaporate, precipitate, 
and revolt. Free. 2 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
at Fifth Ave. in Park Slope, 
671 263-2031], www.pup-
petco-op.org. 

D“ANGELINA BALLERINA”: 
The beloved character 
comes to life and has the 
entire audience up on its 
feet. $12. 3 pm. Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
[2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368-5596], 
www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

MON, MAY 21
ART, MARK TRIBE, RARE 

EARTH: 6 pm – 9 pm open-
ing reception. 12 pm – 6 
pm. See Friday, May 18. 

READING, TANIA JAMES: 
Author debuts book. Free. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

TUES, MAY 22
BINGO NIGHT: 11 am. See 

Monday, May 21. 
ART, MARK TRIBE, RARE 

EARTH: 6 pm – 9 pm open-
ing reception. 12 pm – 6 
pm. See Friday, May 18. 

WED, MAY 23
READING, ALYSSA 

SHELASKY: The author 
reads from her new book, 
“Apron Anxiety: My Messy 
Affairs In and Out of the 
Kitchen.” RSVP requested. 
Free. 6–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

“BLACK FOLK DON’T”: 
Director Angela Tucker 
discusses season two and 
offers a sneak preview 
screening of the web se-
ries. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

READING, FRANCOISE 
MOULY, NADJA 
SPIEGELMAN, & JORGE 
COLOMBO: New Yorker 
art editor Francoise Mouly 
presents “Blown Covers: 
New Yorker Covers You 
Were Never Meant to See” 
with “Blow Covers” blog 

creator Nadja Speigelman 
and cover artist Jorge Co-
lombo. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

THURS, MAY 24
FILM, “DOG DAY AFTER-

NOON”: Classic bank rob-
bery with Al Pacino, John 
Cazale and Sully Boyar. 
Free. 7 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489-5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, ROULETTE PRES-
ENTS: Saturday Night 
Live’s Lenny Pickett: Rou-
lette presents Saturday 
Night Live’s Lenny Pickett, 
who began his career play-
ing saxophone and clarinet 
in bars and on the street. 
Michael Wollf on piano, 
James Genus on bass, and 
John Hadfi eld on percus-
sion. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0368], www.rou-
lette.org. 

FRI, MAY 25
ENTERTAINMENT, THE WA-

TERFRONT FOLLIES, A 
WATERFRONT VAUDE-
VILLIAN STAGE: Singing 
sirens, soaring trapeze, 
seductive cabaret dancers, 
and other acts are featured 
at this return to the golden 
age of vaudeville, promis-
ing unexpected twists and 
turns. $20. 10 pm. Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

SAT, MAY 26
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND: 

The carousel is open, and 
all the plants are in bloom 
- enjoy a fun fi lled day in 
the park. View the website 
for a complete listing of all 
events. Free. 9 am–9 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-8900], www.pr-
spectpark.org/calendar. 

COMMUNITY BOARD 10 
FULL BOARD MEETING: 
Come see all your favorite 
faces from Bay Ridge’s and 
Dyker Heights’ community 
board. 7:15 pm. Norwegian 
Christian Home [1250 67th 
St., between 12th and 13th 
avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-6827]. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’ll be hard to miss the 
sound of music in Brook-
lyn this summer — but 

these six outdoor shows 
are worth going out of your 
way for.

Yassin Bey and the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic: 
The emcee formerly known 
as Mos Def takes the stage with 
the borough’s long-standing 
classical orchestra in a tribute 
both Bedford-Stuyvesant na-
tive Lena Horne and Beethoven 
and Cole Porter, who are not 
from Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Bedford-Stuyvesant Res-
toration Plaza (1368 Fulton 
Street in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant www. bphil.org ) June 9, 
8 pm. Free. 

Deer Tick: It’s fitting that 
nouveau country-folk band 
Deer Tick will play this con-
cert in Red Hook — Brook-
lyn’s own rollicking and 

sometimes wild frontier.
Red Hook Park [Clinton 

St. at Bay Street, Red Hook. 
www.summerstage.org] 
June 21, 7 pm. Free  . 

Calle 13 with Ana Ti-
joux and Ritmo Machine: 
Alright folks, limber up those 
hips and head to Prospect 
Park for Puerto Rico’s genre-
bending reggaeton stars Calle 
13 — the winners of a record 

19 Latin Grammy awards. 
They’ll be joined by French-
Chilean transglobal popstress 
Ana Tijoux and the percus-
sion duo Ritmo Machine in 
what promises to be a night 
with a heavy pulse.

Prospect Park bandshell 
[Ninth Street and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope, 
(718) 855–7882]. July 13, 
7 pm. Free. Visit  www.cel-
ebratebrooklyn.org .

 Further (Phil Lesh and 
Bob Weir): The Grateful 
Dead greats play Brook-
lyn’s sandlot for two nights 
at the type of concert where 
you’ll probably see music lov-
ers who hold up lighters — 
and where you might run into 
your friend’s parents.

MCU Park (1904 Surf 
Ave. between W. 16th and 
W. 19th streets in Coney 
Island.  www.stubhub.com ) 
July 13–14, 7 pm. Tickets 
$78–$106.

The Metropolitan Op-
era Summer Recital Se-
ries: Here’s your chance to 
take that special girl or guy 
on a classy date to the opera 
— without having to don a 
tux or buy those silly binocu-
lars. Three singers from the 
Met will perform a program 
of duets and arias on the wa-
ter by the Brooklyn Bridge 
for some high art down un-
der the overpass.

Brooklyn Bridge Park 
[Under the Brooklyn Bridge] 
July 27, 7 pm. Free.

Aloe Blacc: The soul 
singer behind the tune “I 
Need a Dollar” probably 
doesn’t need a dollar any-
more — his concert is free. 
Aloe Blacc will entertain the 
business crowd and Down-
town music fans during a 
daytime concert in Metro-
Tech.

R&B Festival at Metro-
tech Commons [Metrotech 
at Lawrence Street in Down-
town] Aug. 9, noon. Free.

The sound of summer
Don’t miss the season’s six hottest outdoor concerts

1. No umbrellas, even 
if it’s raining. It’s just a 
pain for everybody else. 
Wear a poncho and don’t 
be afraid to get a wet. 

2. Concerts are excel-
lent opportunities to live 
in the moment. Don’t ever 
use an iPad to take pho-
tos and don’t watch the 
whole show through your 
iPhone screen. 

3. If you wear flip-
f lops don’t complain, 
even if you get stepped 
on or beer spills on your 
feet. Accept responsibil-
ity for wearing flip-flops 

in a huge crowd. 
4. Don’t over do it with the 

partying. If may be tempt-
ing and easy to do, but it’s 
never fun for your friends to 
have to take care of the one 
person who’s passed out at 
2 pm. Pace yourself.

5. If you’re kicked out, 
don’t argue and make a 
scene. Just leave. You’re 
not getting back in any-
way — and with the gi-
ant sea of people around 
you, you must have re-
ally been going out of 
your way get noticed in 
the first place.

Summer concert etiquette

Street symphony: Yasiin Bey (formerly known as 
Mos Def) and the Brooklyn Philharmonic — where 
he is the artist-in-residence — team up for one of 
the summer’s gotta-go-to concerts.
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Feluccio

Authentic Italian Cuisine & 
Neopolitan Pizza

Look for us on Facebook & Yelp
Open Tues-Thurs 5-11, Fri 5-12, Sat 12-12
BRUNCH: Sat, Sun, 12–3 pm, 2 courses,  
Unlimited Mimosas, $13.95 per person

364 Prospect Avenue
(corner of Seventh Avenue)

718-768-0202

CRAFT BEER & WINE
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Health Plus and Amerigroup 
have become one health plan. 
�����������	
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�

the same great products —
they’re not changing.  

But now they’re backed by a team 
that has more doctors, more 

hospitals and more choices than 
ever. HealthPlus Amerigroup: 

�����������	�
�����������

Questions? Visit healthplus.amerigroup.com. 

New York has a 
great new team. Y0005_12 HP Print File & Use 03/26/2012

HealthPlus Amerigroup is an HMO 
with a Medicare contract.

Managed
Long-Term 

Care
Medicare

“It’s not a joke or sensa-
tional thing,” said Maura 
Collins, a Park Slope resi-
dent. “It’s a real problem.”

Other doormen said they 
sometimes park cars for tips, 
but claim they never spot-
save.

“I’m just doing peo-
ple a favor —if they want 
to give me a tip they can,” 
said George, a doorman at 27 
Prospect Park West. “It’s not 
like I’m charging $100.”

Residents on nearby 

Montgomery Place have 
for months accused door-
men of  running a “parking 
ring,”  which is not actually 
illegal, at least according to 
written law.

“It’s not criminal — but 
it’s certainly not very neigh-
borly,” Detective Cheryl 
Crispin said in February.

A superintendent at 27 
Prospect Park refuted allega-
tions of spot-saving, claim-
ing doormen “are just helping 
out four or five people ” by 
moving double-parked cars 

Bar . 
But neighbors are wary 

about any business that serves 
alcohol steps from the St. 
Stanislaus Kostka convent 
and school.

“It’s not a good idea to be 
located across the street from 
our homes, a convent, a Cath-
olic School, and a church!” 
said Newell Street resident 
Agnes Freulich. “This is a 
children’s zone!”

Two-dozen anxious Green-
point residents accepted Jak-
ab’s offer to serve only beer 
and wine — not spirits — 
and cap capacity at 74 peo-
ple at a Monday meeting at 
St. Stanislaus Kostka School 
on Driggs Avenue.

But neighbors balked at his 
request to keep the restaurant 

open seven days a week and 
close at midnight on week-
days — urging Jakab to stop 
serving diners at 9 pm and 
shut down by 10 pm.

Jakab rejected that deal — 
at least for now.

“I may accept that but I 
have a business I’m trying 
to run,” he said. “There have 
been 90 years worth of reno-
vations and build-outs on the 
site, and we need to make our 
expenses back.”

Jakab’s proposed Hungar-
ian restaurant isn’t the first 
business to take heat from 
neighbors — Newell Street 
residents had lots of problems 
with the previous pub that op-
erated in the storefront.

The state granted a liquor 
license to the Continental in 
1994, before laws prohibited 

well as Community Board 
10 members, and leaders of 
both the Fifth Avenue and 
86th Street Business Im-
provement Districts. The 
civic and business leaders 
attending the meeting blasted 
vendors and sided with the 
neighborhood’s brick-and-
mortar restaurants who claim 
food carts get off easy on rent 
and fees, and ignore regu-
lations. 

Roger Desmond, the 
owner of the Fifth Ave-
nue eatery Hinsch’s and a 
member of Tony Gentile’s 
Save Our Streets campaign 
— which stopped the Mid-
dle Eastern Halal Cart from 
opening on Fifth Avenue for 
two days by putting up ta-
bles at Kassen’s usual spot 
and distributing anti-cart 
literature — said his beef 

was with city regulations 
favoring food wagons over 
neighborhood businesses, 
not the street-meat dealers 
themselves.

“They’re making this 
about race to skirt the real 
issue,” Desmond said.

Bay Ridge resident Billy 
Norris, who claimed that 
Kassen’s customers leave 
trash all over the intersec-
tion, agreed.

“We’re not going to win 
this because, all of a sud-
den, they’re making it about 
race,” Norris said.

But fellow Ridgite Effie 
Demetriadis backed Kassen 
and his workers.

“How can they be against 
them?” said Demetriadis, 
whose father owned a Shish 
kebab cart. “We all came to 
this country for a better life. 
Why are we fighting each 
other?” 

you want to ride home from 
the Park Slope Food Co-op, 
Prospect Park, the Brooklyn 
Museum, or the Red Hook 
waterfront.

The borough will even-
tually get enough docks to 
accommodate 3,868 rental 
bikes in the ambitious pro-
gram, according to a De-
partment of Transportation 
spokesman — but this sum-
mer’s southernmost bike de-
pot will be at the corner of 
Atlantic Avenue and Dean 
Street.

“It will be a phased-in 
deployment,” Transporta-
tion Commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan told  WNYC . “I 
mean, we can’t just airdrop 
10,000 bikes in.”

Cyclists are cheering the 
program, but the incremen-
tal rollout is a letdown for 
some Brownstone Brook-
lyn bike lovers.

“That’s not good,” said 
Park Slope resident Mitch 
Sonies, who owns six bikes 
himself. “To get around Park 
Slope, if you want a bike, you 
already have it with you.”

The city announced it 
would  build a network of 
rentable, sturdy Dutch-style 

your-own-grill policy at 
parks that boast grill pits, 
such as Prospect Park and 
Red Hook’s Coffey Park — 
a fact that many anti-grill-
ing activists only realized as 
 they protested summer sear-
ing at three community meet-
ings last week .

“When we held our 
ground at zero [grills, the 
city] dropped the bomb that 
anyone can bring grills any-
way — so what negotiation 
were we really having when 
the number of grills on any 
given day is unlimited!” said 
Perry. “What a joke.”

Visitors can now bring as 
many grills as they want to 
Cooper Park, so long as they 
stay in the designated area in 
the northeastern corner and 
don’t come in groups of 20 or 
more (larger crowds require 
permits from the city).

North Brooklyn Parks 
honcho Stephanie Thayer 

and an aide to Councilwoman 
Diana Reyna (D–Williams-
burg) told residents at a recent 
community meeting that the 
city originally planned to add 
10 grills — then reduced the 
number to eight due to neigh-
borhood opposition. 

But the city may add 
two additional grills later 
this summer, and the Parks 
Department is preparing to 
add another eight grill sta-
tions next year as part of  a 
$2.6-million Cooper Park 
renovation  if the cooking 
equipment proves popular. 

Fans of outdoor food prep-
aration, including residents 
from Cooper Park Houses 
who lobbied for the grills, 
flocked to the green space to 
debut the cookware last Sat-
urday — and they promised 
to fight for more grills.

“I’m disappointed we only 
eight,” said grill fan Karen 
Leader. “We had an agree-
ment for more.”

Continued from page 1
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By Daniel Bush
The Brooklyn Paper

David Storobin has re-
taken the lead in the race to 
replace prison-bound ex-pol 

Carl Kruger — and this time 
it will stick.

The Republican rookie 
took a 27-vote lead over 
Councilman Lew Fidler 

(D–Marine Park) on Mon-
day morning, after the Board 
of Elections tallied the last re-
maining votes from the tight 
March 20 special election.

Storobin spokesman Liam 
McCabe applauded the re-
sults — and demanded the 
city dispense with a costly 
and time-consuming hand re-

count, which is required by 
law if the winning margin is 
less than 110 votes.

“With the final votes 
counted, David Storobin is 

Storobin beats Fidler by 27 votes
clearly the winner,” McCabe 
said. “We don’t think a re-
count is necessary. To drag 
this thing on for another few 
weeks is ridiculous.”

But Fidler spokesman Ka-
lman Yeger insisted the re-
count will take place, and 
refused to concede the race 
until the recount is over.

“We continue to look for-
ward to a speedy count so 
the person who received the 
most votes can take office,” 
Yeger said.

Storobin  took a 120-vote 
lead on election night , but his 
margin of victory shrank to 
just three votes after several 
hundred absentee ballots and 

affidavits were counted.
Both sides contested ap-

proximately 300 ballots in 
court, and Fidler — the pre-
sumed frontrunner in the race 
—  emerged with an 87-vote 
lead  after most of the votes in 
Brooklyn’s version of Flori-
da’s 2000 Bush vs. Gore elec-
tion were tallied earlier this 
month.

But a judge ordered the 
city to count 119 votes that 
Fidler claimed the Storobin 
campaign obtained illegally 
 — giving the Soviet-born at-
torney and first-time candi-
date his lead of just over two-
dozen ballots.

The result has yet to be 

certified by the Board of 
Elections, which did not 
return calls seeking com-
ment.

The recount has not been 
rescheduled, so it’s unclear 
how long it would take.

Regardless, whoever 
wins will only have a few 
months in office: the state 
approved new political maps 
that divvied up Kruger’s old-
stomping grounds between 
two Brooklyn state senators 
and a “Super Jewish” dis-
trict that encompasses Bor-
ough Park, Midwood, and 
Homecrest. The district is 
set to be wiped off the map 
at the end of the year.

The race started last year af-
ter Kruger resigned hours be-
fore pleading guilty to accept-
ing $1 million in bribes. Two 
weeks ago  he was sentenced 
to seven years in prison . 

“There’s other ways to gen-
erate revenue from that side of 
the arena,” said Katz.

The horseshoe-shaped 
seating configuration might 
make the stadium look empty 
on TV — and its effects could 

be felt on the ice as well.
During games, one goalie 

would face fans across the 
rink while the other would 
look out onto an empty space 
behind the opposing net — 
similar to the center field 
backdrop in baseball — that 

Continued from page 1

ARENA…

to keep traffic flowing dur-
ing street cleaning days.

But some Park Slope driv-
ers are fighting what they 
consider serious parking she-
nanigans: holding block as-
sociation meetings and even 
anonymously  issuing home-
made parking “citations”  to 
drivers who leave too much 
wasted curb-space in front 
of or behind their cars.

The whole thing may seem 
fit for a sit-com — but not 
everybody is laughing.

“Sometimes you spend 30 
or 45 driving around look-
ing for a spot,” said driver 
Carolyn Byrd. “It gets re-
ally contentious.”

SMILE THIS SUMMER. 
JOIN THE Y.

Join any of our Brooklyn YMCAs through July 2, 2012 and let us help you and 
your family enjoy an active, healthy summer for one great price with our  

SUMMER MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL!
INCLUDED WITH MEMBERSHIP

�� Cardio Fitness Centers
�� Strength Training and Free Weight Rooms
�� Swimming Pools
�� Saunas and Steamrooms

�� FREE Group Fitness Classes
�� FREE Child Watch
�� FREE Y Personal Fitness Coaching

Offer valid on new memberships only at any New York City YMCA location from 5/14/2012 through 7/2/2012. “Summer Memberships” are valid from date of join 
through 9/3/2012; Family Membership includes 1 or 2 adults with children under age 18 residing in the same household; must be paid in full at time of registration; 
cannot be combined with any other offer and are non-transferable. Valid government-issued photo ID is required. Park Slope Armory YMCA, Ridgewood YMCA and 
Flatbush YMCA do not offer a swimming pool. *Some pricing exemptions apply.

Just $200* for an adult or 
$275* for the whole family!

CALL YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BRANCH or 
VISIT YMCANYC.ORG FOR DETAILS
Bedford-Stuyvesant Y
Dodge Y
Flatbush Y
Greenpoint Y
North Brooklyn Y
Park Slope Armory Y
Prospect Park Y

(212) 912-2280
(718) 625-3136
(718) 469-8100
(212) 912-2260
(212) 912-2230
(212) 912-2580
(718) 768-7100

bars from opening within 200 
feet of schools or houses of 
worship.

The watering hole attracted 
the neighborhood’s Polish 
population but only opened 
three days per week.

Neighbors and nuns 
blamed the bar for nearly 18 
years of brawls, car break-
ins, and lewd behavior on the 
block — claiming cops did 
little to help curb the prob-
lems.

“One year there was a 
huge fight across the street, 
we called the cops and they 
asked, ‘Do either of the men 
have a gun or a knife?’ ” said 
Sister Joanne Goscicki. “The 
patron was smacking another 
man’s head against the side-
walk! We realized calling 
the police was not going to 
help.”

Jakab promised that his 
new business venture would 
be nothing like the Continen-
tal, but some residents said the 
proposed Hungarian eatery 
could turn out being worse if 
it operates every day.

“You’re going to prolong 
the suffering that these peo-
ple have experienced,” said 
Greenpoint resident Ryan 
Buck.

The planned eatery would 
not be able to serve liquor 

because of its proximity to 
a church and a school, but 
beer and wine could be on 
the menu, pending state ap-
proval.

A State Liquor Authority 
spokesman said that he has 
not received the Newell Street 
application, but promised of-
ficials would closely scruti-
nize any application located 
near a church or a school.

The conflict is one of sev-
eral neighborhood campaigns 
against restaurant noise in 
Greenpoint and Williams-
burg.

Residents  successfully op-
posed a proposed nightclub  
on N. First Street last month, 
and Community Board 1 has 
pressured several restaurants 
to remove illegal benches and 
outdoor tables from sidewalks 
in a campaign known as  the 
War on Brunch .

But the board doesn’t al-
ways say no to booze. 

In 2009, CB1 signed off on 
Metropolitan Avenue’s Cus-
tom Wine Bar despite  pro-
tests by some neighbors . The 
board — which approves the 
vast majority of new liquor 
applications in North Brook-
lyn — will discuss Jakab’s li-
quor license application at a 
May 31 hearing.

cruisers  in November 2010 
and conducted a  series of 
planning meetings  through-
out the borough in 2011.

The bikes are designed for 
short trips and commuting, 
not lengthy joyrides. Brook-
lynites who pay the $95 an-
nual membership fee can get 
access to a cerulean-colored 
cycle for unlimited rides up 
to 45 minutes, while daily or 
weekly riders can receive ac-
cess to unlimited 30-minute 
rides. But heavy charges ap-

ply to those who scoot around 
for hours at a time.

The city will bring its pro-
posed bike rental locations 
before community boards 
for review in Williams-
burg, Greenpoint, Down-
town, Brooklyn Heights, 
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant in 
the coming weeks before 
installing the stations this 
summer. Board members can 
still weigh in on the second 
draft of these maps and sug-
gest changes to station lo-
cations before they hit the 
streets.

Transportation officials 

have already made signif-
icant changes to their first 
draft maps, adding  more 
stations in Greenpoint and 
East Williamsburg  and cut-
ting stations along Bedford 
Avenue, following the ad-
vice of North Brooklyn res-
idents at a planning meeting 
this spring.

Community boards repre-
senting Park Slope, Carroll 
Gardens, Cobble Hill, Gow-
anus, Red Hook, Prospect 
Heights, and Crown Heights 
will host planning workshops 
throughout the year, before 
new stations are selected and 
installed next year.

could cut down on distrac-
tions, said sports consultant 
Michael Neuman.

“They’ll have to deal with 
any limitations the Barclays 
Center has,” said Neuman, the 
managing partner of Scout 
Sports and Entertainment, a 
consulting agency.

Nets spokesman Barry 
Baum confirmed the seating 
arrangement, but declined to 

provide further details.
“We have to see how all 

the sight lines are and then 
we’ll move forward,” Baum 
said.

Arena developer Bruce 
Ratner has long courted the 
Islanders. Hockey was origi-
nally considered for the arena 
but the  plans were scuttled 
after the Barclays Center’s 
starchitect Frank Gehry was 

fired  in 2009 and his pro-
posed design was scraped 
to cut costs.

In January, NHL Commis-
sioner Gary Bettman said he 
found it hard to believe that a 
deal couldn’t be hammered 
out to keep the Islanders at 
Nassau Coliseum. But last 
month Bettman told the AP 
that  the Barclays Center is a 
viable alternative .
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763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
3, 4, 5 or 6 week sessions
3, 4, or 5 days a week
Early drop off & late pick-up available

LOCATED IN PARK SLOPE
Kim’s Kids Summer Camp
718-768-6419
www.kimskidscamp.com

Experienced, Carefully Chosen, Adult Staff

32 Years in Operation

DAILY TRIPS
Swimming at a lake, pools and beaches.

Weekly hikes. Trips to Museums, Zoos, Playgrounds,
Bowling, Aquarium, Science Centers.

Special trip to Sesame Place

Ages 41/2-11

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and 

where New York parents fi nd 
help, info and support.

Great Articles 

A Happening Calendar

Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
NYParenting@cnglocal.com

718-260-4554

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

in Washington Park — a green 
space on Fifth Avenue that ini-
tially bore the name of George 
Washington,  then honored the 
late Beep until 2008 , when 
the nation’s first president 
won the title again.

As a consolation prize for 
Byrne — who died in office 

in 1930 — the park’s play-
ground got a revamp and a 
new name in his tribute.

The new kids spot — near 
the legendary Battle of Brook-
lyn site where Washington fled 
the borough to escape British 
forces — now boasts a “tod-
dler area,” water fountains, 
and colonial-themed play-

ground equipment.
 Parents said the park’s 

new features give pre-school-
aged kids more choices, and 
bigger kids a chance to learn 
about history (albeit of Wash-
ington’s era, not Byrnes’s).

“It’s more than a park — 
it’s an important historical lo-
cation,” said Park Slope mom 
Alexandra Saghir. 

Last Friday, politicians 
including Councilmen Brad 
Lander and Steve Levin (D–
Park Slope) joined Borough 
President Markowitz to cel-
ebrate the playground’s new 
fixtures by wearing colonial 
garb — a nod to Washington 
with their tricorn hats, not to 
Byrne, who before his death 
ordered the construction of a 
replica farmhouse now known 
as the Old Stone House.

Lander, Levin, Markow-
itz, and Assemblywoman 
Joan Millman (D–Carroll 
Gardens) spent more that $3 
million to pay for the play 
area — which pleases par-
ents of Park Slope.

“It’s a very special place,” 
Saghir said.

Continued from page 1

BYRNE…

When my girls were 
younger, I let them 
fall on their faces 

and wasn’t bothered at all. 
In fact watching them fail 
— in a performance, school, 
sports — and handle the con-
sequences felt totally appro-
priate. They were teachable 
moments, like solving a con-
flict in the sandbox or try-
ing to make a cake for the 
first time. 

But recently, as my high 
school junior struggled to get 
her term papers done, and 
knowing her reports this 
year could well determine 
where she goes to college, 
the stakes seemed too high 
to let her rise or crash on her 
17-year-old abilities. But as 
I reached into my parental 
toolbox to help her when so 
much was on the line, I was 
crushed to find out that there 
is little I can do to ensure 
her success.

My kids have always been 
responsible for their school-
work. Sure, I’ve helped out, 
typing a few paragraphs or 

When kids are too big to fail
Maybe I’m just not will-

ing to use enough authority, 
like taking away her cell-
phone or turning off the in-
ternet. Maybe I should use 
words like “grounded,” “sus-
pended,” or “house arrest” to 
get my point across although 
I’m sure the ensuing argu-
ments would have sidetracked 
her even more. In the end, 

since I couldn’t write those 
papers for her, there was only 
so much I could do, and it re-
ally wasn’t much.

So if she was going to turn 
those papers in late, it was 
her mess to make and her’s to 
fix. If she ends up at a college 
further down her wish list, 
so be it. What’s hard is that 
after years of feeling like I 

was choosing when and how 
to help and protect her, it’s 
her choice now to accept my 
assistance or not. She has to 
face bigger and more seri-
ous consequences from the 
choices she makes. I have to 
face less and less of a role in 
the outcome. It may be the 
natural order of things, but 
it’s hard to get used to.

staying up to 
finish gluing 
the science proj-
ect that took too 
long to make. 
What they turn 
in, though, is 
theirs, no mat-
ter how much it 
makes me cringe. I fondly re-
member my younger daugh-
ter’s third-grade teacher who 
made her redo crinkled and 
smudged homework again 
and again, until my girl got 
the message. There have been 
music recitals that didn’t go 
so well because there was 
a lack of practice. All this 
seemed fine, the natural or-
der of things.

With age, when you screw 
up, the risks increase. When 
my daughter started babysit-
ting I felt I should be on-call, 
since the worst case could 
mean life or death. Same with 
hiking trips that became more 
adventurous. If she was tired 
or didn’t have the right equip-
ment, she could come home 

in a stretcher, or worse. 
Back then, there were al-

ways ways I could help, be 
it researching programs or 
buying them better hiking 
boots. I kept them from par-
ties if there was too much to 
get done in a weekend, and 
dragged them out of bed on 
Saturday mornings even if 
they didn’t want to go to their 
soccer games.

Now that my oldest is 
17, my influence is wan-
ing. I say, “you really need 
to get this paper done.” She 
replies with the right words 
but not the right actions. As 
I turned up the pressure, she 
got testy and I became sharp. 
But the work wasn’t getting 
done any faster.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

cost of the country’s average 
bike lane, transportation ex-
perts say.

The raised cement islands 
— intended to make it eas-
ier for pedestrians to cross 
Prospect Park West  at nine 
intersections  — carry such 
a high price tag in part be-
cause Community Board 6 
asked the city to make the 

bike lane tweaks match the 
neighborhood’s street-scape, 
a Department of Transporta-
tion spokeswoman said.

“[The board] requested 
that materials such as granite 
curbing, which are histori-
cally consistent,” she said.

Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope) also allo-
cated $200,000 toward the 
islands.

Continued from page 1

ISLANDS…
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.
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supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 
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