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Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s dogs will go from Kib-
bles ’n Bits to kale chips if an expert 
in canine cuisine has his way.

A first-ever  dog-food cooking class 
at the Brooklyn Kitchen  will help pups 
take after their owners by becoming 
foodies, said  self-described “Dog Food 
Dude”  Rick Woodford.

“Dogs love food more than we think 
they do,” said Woodford, the author of 
the cookbook “Feed Your Best Friend 
Better” and the leader of the one-day 
seminar. “I never tell people that there 
is only one way to do it, but if you 
value buying local and organic foods 
and you say your dog is a family mem-
ber, it kinds of make sense to extend 
that to your dog.”

Students at the July 28 class at the 
Williamsburg culinary center — which 
typically focuses on food for human con-

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Drivers whizzing through Boerum 
Hill had better ease off the gas now 
that the quiet brownstone enclave is 
getting Brooklyn’s first speed-limit-
reducing “slow zone.”

The Department of Transportation 
signed off on a traffic-calming mea-
sure last week that will reduce the speed 

limit from 30 to 20 miles per 
hour in the largely residen-
tial area bounded by but not 
including Smith Street, and 
Union, Third, and Atlan-
tic avenues.

The slow-zone ap-
proval — which comes 
two months before the 
Barclays Center arena 
opens nearby — is meant 

to deter drivers from us-
ing the neighborhood as a 
short cut to and from the 
East River bridges. 

The plan pleases neigh-
bors who tout the motto “20 
is plenty,” saying lower 
speed limits save lives.

“It’s an important safety 
issue — there’s been a sig-

Class helps pups 
refi ne palates

Dogs are known for eating anything they find on the sidewalk, but 
Rick Woodford says he can make your pooch a foodie.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A powerful-but-obscure transit panel is 
poised to rescue the G train — derailing 
a plan that would kill the much-needed 

line extension linking North and Brown-
stone Brooklyns. 

The G train’s five-stop extension has 
gained strong support from  the Metro-

Training day!
G extension will likely be saved

Save the G
Is this the last time we have 
to run this logo?
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SLOW GOING
Speed limit to be reduced in Boerum Hill

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A new Bushwick yoga studio 
serves Brooklynites the hair of 
the downward-facing dog. 

The Cobra Club on Wyckoff 
Avenue serves high-end cocktails 
after workout sessions in a po-
tent combination of mind-alter-
ing substances and mind-alter-
ing exercise that its owners say 
is a first in New York City, and 
possibly in the country.

It might sound like a stretch, 
but the mix of meditation and 
inebriation makes lots of sense, 
according to co-founder Nikki 
Koch.

“It’s an interesting concept that 
nobody’s ever done before,” said 
Koch, a Bushwick resident who 
opened the studio with two busi-
ness partners. “After a good yoga 
class you feel amazing, but if you 
want to talk to people you have 
to scramble to find a place to sit 

down and catch up. We thought 
it would be cool to have a yoga 
space in the back and then have 
the bar so you don’t have to look 
for something else.”

Students emerging from class 
at the studio near Jefferson Street 
don’t have to wander far for a post-
workout reward: the adjoining bar 
serves fancy mixed drinks with 
names like “Some kinda hate” 
and “Skulls.”

YOGA & BOOZE
Bushwick studio serves mind, body, spirits

Yoga lovers (from left) Peter, Terri, Doug, and Kristi enjoy a 
post-workout libation at Cobra Club in Bushwick.
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By Thomas Tracy 
The Brooklyn Paper

Preservationists hoping to 
stop the city’s plan to concrete 
over the Boardwalk are taking 
their fight to court. 

Coney Island civic leaders, 
the Coney–Brighton Board-
walk Alliance, and Friends of 
the Boardwalk filed a lawsuit 
against the city last Wednesday, 
claiming that the Parks Depart-
ment is going ahead with its plan 
to replace a five-block stretch 
of the Boardwalk with concrete 
and plastic lumber without a nec-

essary — and required — en-
vironmental review. 

Litigants want a judge to bar 
the Parks Department from rip-
ping up a single plank until the 
environmental review is com-
pleted. 

“The city’s Riegelmann 
Boardwalk plan indisputably 
may have a significant impact 
on the environment and has the 
potential for a significant ad-
verse environmental impact,” 
the lawsuit alleges. “Remark-
ably, the Parks Department has 

Preservationists suing to 
stop concrete makeover

Lawsuit over 
Coney wood

Boardwalk activists filed a lawsuit against the city.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is putting the brakes 
on a parking plan that would 
give neighbors of the soon-to-
open Barclays Center an edge over 
car-driving hoops fans heading 
to the arena for games and con-
certs.

The Department of Transpor-
tation rejected a proposal to sell 
residential parking permits near 
the new arena, saying the stadi-
um’s great public transit access 
and the abundance of available 

on-street parking mean there are 
enough spots to go around — and 
there would be little support for a 
pay-for-permit plan that doesn’t 
guarantee anyone a space.

City officials counted 9,395 on-
street parking spaces in commu-
nities surrounding the 18,200-seat 
stadium, and at any given time, 
about one quarter of those spots 
are unused,  the agency notes in a 
new report . If Nets fans drive to 
games at the same rate as Yan-
kees fans, most will park in ga-
rages or off-street lots with fans 

taking up only 215 on-street park-
ing spaces, transportation hon-
chos say.

And Brooklynites likely 
wouldn’t get excited about a ser-
vice that costs money but does 
little to promise them spaces in 
front of their homes, according 
to the report.

“[A parking permit] would be 
little more than a ‘hunting license,’ 
continuing to allow residents to 
compete with one another for 
parking but without guarantee-

Parking plan canned
City: No on-street permits for arena locals

Prospect Heights resident Gib Veconi wants the city to 
provide Barclays Center neighbors with parking permits 
to deter fans from driving to the arena.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s the perfect Coney Is-
land marriage.

Roller derby, arguably 
the world’s greatest spec-
tator sport, is now at the 
Abe Stark Arena in Coney 
Island — home of odd-ball 
spectacles. 

The fun began on July 
14, when teams from the 
Gotham Girls Roller Derby 
league competed in two dou-
ble-headers against out-of-
city rivals. A second match 
will take place on Aug. 11.

“Roller derby fans tend 
to look for entertainment 
slightly off the beaten path, 
and roller derby comple-
ments the overall entertain-
ment scene of Coney Island, 
including the freak show, the 
burlesque performances, the 
midway games, and the car-
nival rides,” said Gotham 
Girl Eva McCloskey, who 
competes under the derby 
name “Evilicious.”

The Abe Stark Arena also 
provides another perk that 
will draw roller derby teams 
and their fans to the People’s 

Playground: organizers are 
allowed to sell beer on the 
premises.

“It’s a rare thing for us,” 
said Ginger Snap, a skater 
for the elite All-Stars team. 
“We usually have our games 
at local colleges, which are 
dry.”

Hosting the event near 
Luna Park has its benefits 
as well: roller derby spec-
tators will be able to buy 
discount passes that are un-
available on weekends, Mc-
Closkey said.

Roller derby fi nds new home in dry Coney ice-rink

The Gotham Girls Roller Derby league will compete at the Abe Stark Arena in Coney Island on July 
14 and August 11.
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Derby girls join freaks

Kristen Campbell, aka 
Puss ‘n Glutes.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The increasingly suburban-mall-like 
Fulton Mall will wear its hometown 
pride on its sleeve after the leading 
retailer of t-shirts that say “Brook-
lyn” opens near the corner of Boerum 
Place.

Brooklyn Industries has literally 
staked its flags — featuring its rec-
ognizable water tower logo — in front 
of a closed HSBC bank branch and will 
open on or around July 23, a brand 
spokeswoman said.

The retailer, known for its graphic 

T-shirts, hoodies, and minimalist 
backpacks, boasts seven other shops 
in Brooklyn and outposts in far-flung 
locations such as Portland, Chicago, 
and SoHo — but it’s a small, hometown 
business compared to other new Ful-
ton Mall arrivals such as Aeropostale, 
the Gap, and Starbucks, which opened 
across the street several weeks ago.

Shoppers are curious about the 
Brooklyn-centric store’s new location, 
which was first reported by  Brown-
stoner.com .

“I mostly shop in the small bou-

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg’s most popu-
lar new resident sports a flashy 
yellow coat, hangs out near the 
flea market, and lives completely 
off seeds — and, no, he’s not a 
hipster.

A gregarious long-tailed Aus-
tralian parakeet has started calling 
the esplanade along the Northside 
waterfront home, prompting ex-
cited finger-pointing and plenty of 
impromptu photo-snapping from 
 Brooklyn Flea  shoppers and ferry 
commuters.

The eye-catching little squawker 
— who was spotted perched on a 
waterfront ledge multiple times 
last week — could be wild, but 

is most likely a pet that flew the 
coop, bird experts say.

“It’s likely an escapee who 
needs to be recaptured,” said 
Stephen Baldwin, who runs the 
website  BrooklynParrots.com , 
which is dedicated to  the bor-
ough’s brightly colored birds . 

The bird is a budgerigar — 
or “budgie” — and is a popu-
lar pet because of his bright col-
ors and ability to mimic humans’ 
voices.

But they’re also savvy escape 
artists.

The birds are prone to sneaky 
getaways thanks to their hooked 
beaks, which afford them a set 
of Houdini-esque cage-opening 

New ‘Industries’
Trendy shop coming to Fulton Mall 

Brooklyn Industries is continuing 
its borough-wide spread with a 
new store on the Fulton Mall.

Hot plumage
Escapee parakeet makes the 
scene in Williamsburg park

No that’s not a tennis ball (inset), it’s a para-
keet like this one that has shacked up on 
the Northside waterfront.
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See DOGS  on page 13

See SPEED  on page 6

See G TRAIN  on page 6

See YOGA  on page 6

See WOOD  on page 3See PARKING  on page 13

See FULTON  on page 13

See PARAKEET  on page 6See DERBY  on page 13

Doggy
foodie

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up
 /

 D
an

ie
lle

 F
ur

fa
ro



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25002  AWP  July 20–26, 2012

face

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.
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can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 
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John Franco, 
Former Major League Pitcher

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Beloved Cyclones first 
baseman Cole Frenzel is get-
ting another taste of south-
ern hospitality.

The North Dakota native 
has climbed up a rung on the 
Mets farm-system ladder 
again, landing a spot on the 
roster for the single A-level 
Savannah Sand Gnats for the 
second time this season.

Frenzel — who replaced 
former Sand Gnat Aderline 
Rodriguez on July 13 when he 
got called up to the St. Lucie 
Mets — earned the slot this 
time thanks to his strong per-
formance on the field, leading 
the team in batting with a .342 
average over 19 games.

Clones spokesman Billy 
Harner said he was sad he 
won’t see Frenzel’s 6-foot-
2, 208-pound form manning 
the bag anymore, but he was 
happy to hear of the ballplay-

er’s success.
“It’s always a bittersweet 

thing when guys who have 
played so well here and have 
won so many fans move on,” 
Harner said.

Frenzel started in Coney 
Island as a seventh round 
Amazin’s draft pick last 
July, and immediately turned 
heads on the diamond, at the 
plate, and even in the dug-
out —  thanks to a tattered, 
 tape-covered mitt  he had 
worn ever since he started 
playing first base with the 
University of Arizona Wild-
cats in 2009.

“In this glove, every ball 
sticks in the pocket. That’s 
why I like it,” Frenzel told this 
newspaper last year.

The mitt served him well 
in his first year of minor 
league ball, where he led the 
NY–Penn League with a .997 
fielding percentage, commit-
ting just one error in 371 to-

To Georgia, 
with love
Phenom Frenzel moves up 
Mets ladder to Savannah

tal chances in 2011.
In May, the slugger got 

called up to Georgia to re-
place an injured player, but 
Frenzel got bumped back 
down when the Sand Gnat 
recovered.

After his stint in Savan-
nah, Frenzel rejoined the 
Cyclones and  parted with 
his first glove  — but he kept 
playing well and was even 
named the league’s player 

of the week on July 2.
Frenzel’s dedication 

and effort impressed Cy-
clones skipper Rich Don-
nelly as much as it wowed 
the fans.

“No one’s worked harder 
than Cole,” Donnelly said 
earlier this year.

And he appears to be off 
to a good start in Georgia, 
hitting his first homer as a 
Sand Gnat on July 17.

Popular Cyclones first baseman Cole Frenzel no 
longer plays in Brooklyn.
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Connecticut Tigers 1

Cyclones 0
July 11 at Dodd Stadium

The Clones losing streak 
stretched to four games in a 
shutout loss to the Connect-
icut Tigers, with the Mini-
Mets offense failing to cap-
italize on strong pitching by 
Julian Hilario.

Hilario struck out five bat-
ters and gave up just one run 
on six hits and no walks in 
six innings of work. But the 
Cyclones’ bats were all but 
silent throughout the night 
with just four hits.

Cyclones 4

Connecticut Tigers 1
July 12 at MCU Park

Brooklyn’s boys of sum-
mer broke their slump thanks 
to Rainy Lara’s pitching, top-
ping the Tigers in game two 
of a six-game road trip.

After giving up a leadoff 
homer, Lara struck out eight 
and limited Connecticut to 
just three hits, one walk, and 
no further runs in six innings. 
The Clones bats backed him 
up, with third baseman Dimas 
Ponce scoring in the first on a 
single from designated hitter 
Alexander Sanchez, and com-
ing home again in the fifth on 
a line drive by shortstop Philip 
Evans.

Connecticut Tigers 5

Cyclones 2
July 13 at Dodd Stadium

A pair of costly Clones 
fielding errors led to a disas-
trous five-run third inning that 
lifted the Tigers over Brook-
lyn’s boys of summer — deal-
ing the Mini-Mets their fifth 
loss in six games.

Clones starter Gabriel Ynoa 
gave up a double and a walk 
after first baseman Alexander 
Sanchez dropped a foul pop-
up. A sac bunt advanced the 
runners and a double drove 
both of them in. The Clones 
gave up three more runs in the 
frame, one aided by a throw-
ing error from right fielder 
Jonathan Clark. A rally in the 
fifth wasn’t enough and the 
Tigers took the win.

Cyclones 6

State College Spikes 3
July 15 at Lubrano Park

Brooklyn destroyed Spikes 
relievers, but the Coney bullpen 
almost gave away a win.

Spikes hurler Clay Holmes 
limited the Clones to just one 

hit, two walks, and zero runs 
in five frames, while Cyclones 
ace Luis Mateo gave up zero 
runs, one hit, and one walk. Up 
6–0 in the bottom of the ninth, 
Clones reliever David Wynn 
walked a batter and gave up a 
double. A sac fly scored one 
run and a single drove in an-
other before Mini-Mets closer 
Tyler Vanderheiden came in. 
With two on and two away, 
Vanderheiden loaded the bases, 
then walked a batter, sending 
home a run and bringing the 
winning run to bat. Thankfully, 
he fanned the next batter and 
picked up the save.

Cyclones 3

State College Spikes 2
July 15 at Lubrano Park

The Clones took an early 
lead and made it stick in their 
second bout against the State 
College Spikes.

Back-to-back doubles by 
Clones center fielder Bran-
don Nimmo and right fielder 
Jonathan Clark put the Mini-
Mets on the board in the third. 
A sac fly by third baseman Di-
mas Ponce drove Clark home. 
The Spikes came back with a 
homer in the fourth, but Brook-
lyn scored again in the fifth 
with an RBI single by desig-
nated hitter Alexander San-
chez. The Spikes scraped up 

another run in the sixth, but re-
liever Matthew Bowman held 
the State College scoreless the 
rest of the way.

Cyclones 7

State College Spikes 4
July 16 at Lubrano Park

The Pride of Coney Island 
rattled the Spikes with a run-
away fifth inning — made pos-
sible by a pair of passed balls 
— sweeping a three-game se-
ries at Lubrano Park.

The Clones pulled ahead in 
the fifth, when center fielder 
Brandon Nimmo got on base 
with a single and advanced to 
second after the Spikes catcher 
let a pitch by get past him. A 
single from Brooklyn shortstop 
Philip Evans moved Nimmo to 
third. Evans managed to steal 
second on a strikeout — put-
ting two runners in scoring po-
sition. Catcher Kevin Plawecki 
walked, while slugger Stefan 
Sabol grounded into a force 
out that let Nimmo score. With 
Boyd at the plate, another ball 
got by Valesente, allowing Ev-
ans to come home.

The Cyclones are home 
again at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street 
in Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497] tonight on July 20 at 7 
pm as they take on the hated 
Staten Island Yankees. 

Clones face Tigers, Spikes

The
Ride
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New co-ops for $290K in Crown Heights

determined that its signif-
icant coastal construction 
project is exempt from en-
vironmental review require-
ments.”

Robert Burnstein, presi-
dent of the Coney–Brighton 
Boardwalk Alliance, said re-
placing sections of the iconic 
wooden Boardwalk with con-
crete would significantly im-
pair the character and quality 
of what he calls “an impor-
tant historical and aesthetic 
resource.”

“The city is required to 
consider a host of issues in-
cluding environmental im-
pacts before embarking on 
such a project, but it didn’t,” 
Burnstein said. “The city’s 
project raises numerous pub-
lic safety concerns which 
have not been addressed.”

Longtime Coney Island 
advocate Ida Sanoff, who 
joined Burnstein’s lawsuit, 
agreed.

“Rather than spend the 
money to properly main-
tain the Boardwalk, the 
Parks Department wants to 
destroy this beautiful piece 
of New York and replace it 
with a different structure al-
together without any environ-
mental review or community 
input,” she said.

A spokesman for the city’s 

law department said attor-
neys were reviewing the law-
suit, but would not comment 
further. 

The Parks Department 
 proposed replacing  the en-
tire Boardwalk with concrete 
and plastic lumber in 2010 as 
part of its $30-million reno-
vation of the aging 2.7-mile 
span, which opened in 1923. 
Only a small four-block sec-
tion in the historic amuse-
ment district between W. 15th 
and W. 10th streets would 
be spared from the concrete 
makeover, which Parks De-
partment officials said was 
sturdier and cheaper than us-
ing real wood.

But preservationists 
balked at the suggestion, 
claiming the plan would ruin 
the look and feel of the his-
toric Boardwalk and turn the 
rest of the strip into a side-
walk.

The city’s Public Design 
Commission  ultimately gave 
the Parks Department the 
okay  to tear out the Board-
walk in Brighton Beach — 
and install a 12-foot-wide 
concrete lane for emergency 
vehicles and a 19-foot-wide 
lane built out of recycled plas-
tic boards for pedestrians — 
in March after agency offi-
cials testified that wood was 
no longer a viable option.

Continued from page 1

WOOD...

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenwood Heights residents say 
the raccoon population in their neigh-
borhood is growing so quickly that 
the city must alter its vermin policy 
and begin trapping and removing the 
trash-pillaging critters.

The number of raccoons has surged 
near Prospect Park and Green-Wood 
Cemetery due to a warm spring, ac-
cording to neighbors who say the 
masked bandits topple garbage cans, 
dent property, and break into homes 
in search of snacks.

But Brooklynites who are angry 
about the infestation must trap the 
creatures themselves — or spend 
hundreds of dollars hiring a private 
company — because Animal Care & 
Control, a non-profit working under a 
city contract, refuses to remove rac-
coons unless they are deemed dan-
gerous, sick, or hurt. 

That’s why concerned Greenwoods-
men have launched a letter-writing cam-

paign urging City Council to change 
the city’s critter protocol to require 
the Department of Health and Men-
tal Hygiene to trap raccoons.

“You go outside expecting to see 
one — and there’s a family of five or 
six,” said neighbor Aaron Brashear. 
“They’re beyond a nuisance.”

He said the aggressive urban crit-
ters spread trash across entire blocks 
and leave behind piles of poop that 
host parasitic roundworms.

Neighbors have tried everything 
to get rid of the clever creatures: dou-
ble-bagging garbage cans, buying 
electric fences, and using expensive 
pest sprays.

“These suckers are smart — smart 
to the point where we’ve had to buy 
all new trash cans with locking lids 
because they’ve figure out how to 
use their ‘hands’ to open the lids,” 
said neighbor Ryan Powers. 

Another neighbor, Frances Batista, 
said the animals wake her up at 3:30 
am and once managed to knock over 

a heavy planter.
“We need some sort of control,” 

she said.
They hope to see it in the form of 

a Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene task force that would trap 
and release the raccoons.

It’s not the first time neighbors 
have sought a raccoon-related pol-
icy change. Last summer, state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D–Queens)  introduced 
legislation  requiring the same city 
agency “to remove any raccoon upon 
request from a member of the pub-
lic” — but the bill has sat in limbo 
since then.

A spokeswoman from the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene 
could not be reached for comment 
— but an agency source previously 
 told this paper  that if a resident “con-
siders a raccoon on their property 
to be a nuisance, they should con-
tact a licensed private trapper to re-
move it,” or call 911 if the animal 
appears dangerous.

Raccoon boom!
City must start trapping vermin, nabe says

Greenwood Heights residents 
say that masked bandits are 
running amuck throughout 
their neighborhood.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

District Attorney Charles 
Hynes runs a politically 
corrupt ship that needs to 
be cleaned from stem to 
stern, claims a prosecutor 
who hopes to boot the 23-
year incumbent from office 
next year.

“We’ve lost trust in DA 
Hynes and that’s a huge prob-
lem for the community,” said 
Abe George, a Sheepshead 
Bay native and Williamsburg 
resident who stepped down 
from his post as an assistant 
district attorney in Manhat-
tan to focus on his nascent 
campaign. “My election will 
be about restoring integrity 
to the office.”

Hynes has been in office 
since 1989, but George says 
Brooklyn’s current climate 
is ripe for change, claiming 
the prosecutor has fallen from 
grace amid recent critiques 
of his chummy relationship 
with influential rabbis and 
his allegedly lenient approach 
to sex crime investigations 
in the Orthodox Jewish com-
munity.

“He’s lost all credibility in 
prosecuting these sex crimes in 

the ultra-Orthodox community 
and as a result of that some of 
the political prosecution power 
we’ve had,” said George. “He’s 
failing to protect children and 
he’s failing to protect the pub-
lic from crime.”

Hynes came under fire for 
his cozy relationship with the 
powerful voting bloc— start-
ing  with a scathing piece in 
the New York Times  that 
accused him of tacitly sup-
porting a practice in which 
rabbis determine if a sex 
crime should be reported 
to police. 

But George say Hynes’s 
shortcomings are not limited 
to his relationship with reli-
gious communities.

“Hynes has done a terri-
ble job at addressing crimes 
in general,” he said, noting 
that Brooklyn leads the city 
in murders — racking up 38 
percent of homicides city-
wide  last year .

And the precipitous drop 
in crime in Brooklyn over the 
last twenty years is more na-
tional than a local phenome-
non, George claims.

“We have to address the 
murders in Brownsville, East 
New York, and Bedford-

Abe George challenges Hynes
Former assitant district attorney offers a scathing critique

view of the District Attor-
ney; he’s the chief law en-
forcer of the county and it’s 
his job to tell cops when 
they’ve crossed the line,” 
George said, claiming that 
stop-and-frisk leads to an 
excessive number of mari-
juana-related arrests. 

“We need to educate the 
police department to what 
the legal standard is and hold 
the line,” he said. “It’s wrong 
to have people stopped with-
out reasonable suspicion of 
criminal activity.”

George, who went to Mid-
wood High School before at-
tending New York Univer-
sity as an undergraduate, said 
he will take a street-level ap-
proach to campaigning.

“I’m meeting with the 
communities, victims, 
churches, and mosques for 
the first 90 days to get on the 
ground and meet people,” he 
said. “I’m a city guy and a 
Brooklyn boy and it’s been 
frustrating to see how Brook-
lyn has suffered in different 
areas recently.”

Hynes declined to com-
ment, but said through a 
spokeswoman that he will 
run for reelection in 2013.

Former prosecutor and Sheepshead Bay native Abe 
George says he’s the man to challenge longtime 
Brooklyn District Attorney Charles Hynes and restore 
what he says is the office’s damaged integrity.
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Stuyvesant,” he said.
George said that if he’s 

elected, he will work more 
closely with the police de-

partment to refine the city’s 
controversial stop-and-frisk 
policy.

“Stop-and-frisk is the pur-

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Pay phones are going the 
way of the telegraph — but 
city officials are hoping to 
modernize the pre-internet 
relics with a more up-to-date 
amenity: free Wi-Fi.

Two Fulton Mall pay 
phones became wireless in-
ternet hot-spots in the first 
phase of a citywide project 
intended to give the street 
fixtures new value and keep 
them from becoming trash-
filled antiquities from the era 
before cellular phones were 
ubiquitous.

Net-connected Brook-
lynites can access the hot-
spots — one at the corner of 
Smith Street and the other in 
Albee Square —  without a 
user name or password .

The service,  funded by 
advertising companies Ti-
tan and Van Wagner , offers 
internet access up to around 
200 feet away from the pay 
phones themselves, and com-
puters  can stay connected in-
definitely .

That means a few lucky 

Fulton phones now have Wi-Fi

Downtown dwellers or busi-
nesses could potentially nix 
their own internet service and 
siphon off the city instead 
— but boosters of the plan 
say that’s not necessarily a 
problem.

“I don’t want to get into 
the choices people make,” 

said Chris Coffey, Mayor’s 
Office of Media and Enter-
tainment assistant commis-
sioner. “The goal is to make 
sure they have access.”

Aside from a banner sign 
across the top advertising 
“Free Wi-Fi,” the pay phones 
look exactly like their non-
hot counterparts — and they 
still work for calls.

Many passersby didn’t 
notice that the phones were 
now ’net-connected, but some 
were intrigued about the new 
utility. 

“Sometimes you need Wi-
Fi for your phone to do cer-
tain things, so this is help-
ful,” said Gabriel Troncoso. 
“I would use it to FaceTime 
with my wife and child.”

But Charisse Blango, who 
works at the Lane Bryant at 
the corner of Smith Street, 
doesn’t expect many people 
will pull out their comput-
ers or iPhones at the busy 
intersection.

“How long can you stand 
there and use it? There’s not 
even a space for you to set 
your laptop,” she said. “I have 
my doubts about how many 
people will use it.”

The city hopes to expand 
the program to the more than 
12,000 pay phones across the 
five boroughs. 

“We want to make sure 
the pay phones continue to 
have a place in the city in 
2014 and 2015 and beyond,” 
said Coffey.

Passersby at the busy intersection of Fulton 
and Smith streets can now access a Wi-Fi signal 
emanating from a pay phone.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Three gun-toting crooks 
threatened and robbed a man 
inside an apartment build-
ing elevator on York Street 
on July 14. 

The victim was picking 
up his son in the apartment 
building between Bridge and 
George streets at 10:50 pm. 
As he exited the elevator the 
thugs approached, pressed a 
silver gun to his face, and de-
manded he “get back in the 
elevator,” he told police. 

Two accomplices reached 

into his pockets and stole $40, 
while the other perp snatched 
a golden chain off the vic-
tim’s neck, police said.  

Dean burglary
A thief broke into a base-

ment apartment on Dean 
Street on July 9 — and left 
with the tenant’s laptop. 

Police say the suspect 
slashed open the victim’s 
window screens and slith-
ered into the home between 
Bond and Nevins streets 
around 8 am, leaving with 
the victim’s MacBook Pro 
shortly after.

Wheels of steal
A crook stole two bikes 

and a car from a man’s ga-

rage on Hudson Avenue on 
July 15. 

The crook cut open the 
lock on the garage door be-
tween Plymouth and Water 
streets around 10:30 am. The 
victim told to police that the 
burglar stole two bicycles, 
and a Cadillac El Dorado.

iBurglar
An intruder forced his way 

into a restaurant on Hudson 
Avenue on July 15. 

The thief cut open the 
metal chain on the eatery’s 
fence between Front and Wa-
ter streets and then pried open 
the back door. Police say that 
the burglar took two iPads, 
which are valued at $800.

Smashing!
Four teens smashed the 

window of a car parked on 
Jay Street on July 12 — and 
stole a laptop left inside, po-
lice said. 

Police say the teens used a 
loose piece of Belgian block 
they found nearby to crack 
the window of the green 
Chevrolet Blazer parked near 
Front Street around 12:02 am. 
They ransacked the car and 
grabbed a tote bag contain-
ing the victim’s MacBook 
Air, officials said. 

Cops arrested one sus-
pect not long after the at-
tack, and are still looking 
for the other three.   

Shady shoplift
A shoplifter stole six 

pricey pairs of sunglasses 
worth more than $1,000 from 
a store on Fulton Street on 
July 14. 

Store owners told police 
that the thief entered the store 
between Gallatin Place and 
Hoyt Street at 7 pm and fled 
shortly after with six pairs 
of Maui Jim shades, a com-
bined value of $1,408.

— Alfred Ng

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Reach in
A crafty crook snatched a 

laptop from an apartment on 
Prospect Place on July 9 — 
through an open window.

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops she set down her 
MacBook Pro on a desk near 
an open window with bars, 
then left her home near Fifth 
Avenue at 8 am. She came 
back at 7 pm and discov-
ered someone had reached 
right through the bars — 
and snatched the expensive 
gadget.

Uneasy rider
A perp swiped a motor-

bike on Degraw Street on 
July 8.

The 41-year-old victim 
told cops he parked his gray 
2008 Yamaha near Fifth Av-
enue at 10 pm, came back the 
next day at 10:30 am, and 
discovered the $3,900 bike 
was gone.

Doctor: No!
A jerk stole a briefcase 

containing a laptop and a 
checkbook from a doctor on 
Sixth Street on July 10.

The 52-year-old victim 
told cops she set down her 
briefcase in an office on the 
second floor of New York 
Methodist Hospital near 
Eighth Avenue at 2:40 pm, 
then walked away for five 
minutes. That was enough 
time for the crook to grab 
her business bag — and the 
Toshiba laptop and check-
book inside.

Checked out
Cops say a worker swiped 

some money from an auto 
shop on 15th Street on July 
11.

A manager at Sand Auto-
motive Warehouse near Third 
Avenue told police an em-
ployee, whose duty was to 
cash checks, left the shop 
with checks totaling $2,336 
then never came back — de-
spite repeated phone calls.

Audi snatch
A thief jacked a car on 

Prospect Park West on July 
12.

The victim told cops he 
parked his yellow 2001 Audi 
near Ninth Street at 10 pm, 
came back the next day, and 
discovered the $9,000 ride 
gone. — Natalie O’Neill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Head bop
A menacing jerk struck a 

man on the head with a blunt 
object on Greene Avenue on 
July 9.

Police said the victim was 
near Grand Avenue at 7 am 
when the assailant struck. 
He needed nine staples in 
his head, they said.

Night visitor
A burglar cleaned house 

on S. Elliott Place — while 
the victim was sleeping — 
on July 14.

The victim told cops he 
fell asleep at his place be-
tween DeKalb and Lafayette 
avenues at 12:30 am, wak-
ing at 7:30 am to find his two 
MacBooks, an iPhone, and 
a money clip gone. 

Lights out
Two men were arrested 

for assaulting another man 
with a light bulb on St. James 
Place on July 13.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops he was at Fulton 
Street at 12:55 am when one 
of the men struck him with 
a light bulb before kicking 
and punching him. 

Bodega bad guy
A man threatened a bo-

dega clerk on Myrtle Avenue 
on July 13, police said.

The 62-year-old owner 
told cops he was in his store 
between Clermont and Van-
derbilt avenues at 5:30 pm 
when a man brandishing 
garden sheers entered his 
store and said, “I will f--- 
you up.” 

Police said they arrested a 
suspect a few blocks away.

iPluck
Police arrested two teen-

agers who they say stole an 
iPhone from a woman on 
Myrtle Avenue on July 11.

The victim told cops she 
was talking on her phone at 
Washington Avenue at 4:15 
pm when two strangers ap-
proached her and one of them 
snatched the phone from her 
hand. 

Tire theft
Someone stole four tires 

and wheels off of a car on 
Clinton Avenue between July 
13 and 15. 

The 41-year-old victim 
told cops that she left her 
BMW between Greene and 
Gates avenues at 4 pm on 
July 13 and returned at 7:30 
am on July 15 to find all four 
Pirelli tires and wheels had 
been removed.

Wallet swipe
A jerk stole a wallet 

from a victim in a hospi-
tal on DeKalb Avenue on 
July 12.

The 62-year-old victim 
told cops she left her pock-
etbook in the triage room of 
Brooklyn Hospital near Ash-
land Place 6:50 am. She re-
turned 10 minutes later to 
find her wallet missing.

Extra money
Cops arrested a man who 

they say conned more than 
$7,000 from a bank on Myr-
tle Avenue between Dec. 19 
and 20.

Officials say the man 
added himself as a second-
ary account holder at the bank 
between Vanderbilt and Clin-
ton avenues to withdraw the 
money from a teller last year, 
but was caught on surveil-
lance camera and arrested 
on July 12.

Another Target
A crook stole a wallet con-

taining more than $500 from 
a shopper at the Atlantic Ter-
minal Mall on July 12.

The 34-year-old victim 
told cops she was in the Tar-
get near Flatbush Avenue at 
7:30 pm when she left her 
bag in her shopping cart. 
When she checked 15 min-
utes later, the wallet and the 
cash were gone. 

Where car you? 
Someone drove off in a 

car parked on Vanderbilt Av-
enue sometime overnight on 
July 9.

The 37-year-old victim 
told cops that she left her 
Nissan Altima parked be-
tween Greene and Lafay-
ette avenues at 10 pm, re-
turning at 8 am the next day 
to find it gone. 

Hot wired
A thief took a car parked 

on Washington Avenue be-
tween July 11 and July 14.

The 64-year-old victim 
told cops he left his 1989 
Chevy G20 between Wil-
loughby and DeKalb ave-
nues at 5 pm on July 11. He 
realized it had vanished at 
11:30 am on July 14.

Cash grab
A worker at a delivery 

company on Emerson Place 
pocketed his employer’s cash, 
cops said. 

Police said the man stole 
more than $3,000 from his 
company, which is located 
between Park and Myrtle 
avenues, over the past two 
months, and when his boss 
asked about it, he allegedly 
said, “I took it.”

— Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Grocery heist
A pair of thugs brutally 

assaulted the owners of a 
Sunset Park grocery store 
on 63rd Street and robbed 
them of $300,000 in cash on 
July 14, police report.

Surveillance tapes show 
the owners — a man and a 
woman — exiting the Fei 
Long Market near Eighth 
Avenue at 8 pm and the 
two brutes approaching 
them. The goons repeat-
edly punched the couple in 
the back of the heads and 
hurled them to the ground. 
The crooks then swiped the 
cash and fled. 

Police say a witness spot-
ted the tag team jumping into 
a BMW at the corner of Ninth 
Avenue and 64th Street.

Handsnag
A crook yanked a woman’s 

totebag right off of her shoul-
der on Fourth Avenue in the 
early morning of July 14.

The victim reported that 
she was near 73rd Street at 
3:30 am when the creep came 
up, tore away her bag, and 
fled toward Fifth Avenue.

Safe saved
A would-be safe cracker 

broke into a Dyker Heights 
woman’s 81st Street apart-
ment and made off with 
$1,000 in cash on July 14 
— while leaving the victim’s 
most precious valuables se-
curely locked away.

The victim said that she 
left her home between 13th 
and 14th avenues at 3 pm, 
and returned at 1 am the next 
day to see that the window 
to her pad had been jimmied 
open. Inside, she found her 
safe moved from her bedroom 
to her kitchen, where the thief 
apparently tried, and failed, 
to open it with a knife. 

The bandit apparently 
satisfied himself with tak-
ing the grand in currency not 
locked away.

Apple theft
A jerk busted out the win-

dow of a car sitting in the Bay 
Ridge Municipal Garage on 
Fifth Avenue and took the 
owner’s $2,000 MacBook 
on July 14. 

The victim told police 
he parked his car in the lot 
near 86th Street at 3:45 pm 
on Saturday, and came back 
at 7:30 pm to find his pas-
senger-side window shat-
tered and his pricey com-
puter gone. 

Homing phone
A villain swiped a Dyker 

Heights woman’s iPhone 
while she was shopping at 
Century 21 on 86th Street 
on July 15 — but luckily, 
she has an app to locate the 
gadget.

The victim reported that 
she was at the store between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
with her child at noon, and 
went home — only to real-
ize that her phone was miss-
ing. Fortunately, she’d been 
smart enough to download 
the FindMyiPhone applica-

tion in advance, and police 
are tracking the device’s lo-
cation.

Yard sale
A thief grabbed a Dyker 

Heights woman’s pocketbook 
right off of a bench on her 
front lawn on 13th Avenue 
on July 15, the victim told 
police.

The woman said she 
left her purse on the seat at 
12:30 pm and went inside her 
house between 67th and 68th 
streets. She came out just 15 
minutes later to see a das-
tardly passerby had lifted 
her bag.

— Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Hands off
A rude robber tried to 

steal a man’s wallet out of 
his pocket in McCarren Park 
on July 8 — and punched him 
when he interfered.

The victim told police he 
was sitting on a park bench 
near Bedford Avenue at 
midnight when the thief 
tried to sneak his hand into 
his pocket. When the man 
stood up to protest, the crook 
punched him in the eye and 
took the wallet anyway. His 
bank later told him the thief 
tried to use some of his bank 
cards. 

Bedford mug
A group of ruffians sur-

rounded a man on Bedford 
Avenue and stole his wallet 
on the afternoon of July 11, 
police said.

The victim told police he 
was near the Bedford Ave-
nue train station in the af-
ternoon when the group ap-
proached. 

“Give me your money or 
I’m going to punch you in the 
face,” said the man appar-
ently in charge. The crooks 
then demanded $50 and when 
the victim didn’t give in, they 
grabbed the wallet out of the 
victim’s pocket and walked 
away with it, cops said.

Police arrested one man 
at the scene.

Phony friend
An acquaintance had ulte-

rior motives when he asked a 
man if he could use his cell-
phone on Manhattan Avenue 
on July 10.

The victim told police he 
was near Clay Street in the af-
ternoon when a man from his 
neighborhood asked to use 
his phone. Once he handed it 
over, the acquaintance simply 
walked away with it. The vic-
tim attempted to get it back, 
but the robber punched him 
in the face and kept walking, 
he told police. 

The suspect has not yet 
been identified or arrested, 
police said.

Guitar gone
A knife-toting thief and 

an accomplice stole a gui-
tar from a good Samaritan 
when he tried to give the duo 
directions on Bedford Ave-
nue on July 10.

The victim told police he 
was leaving a friend’s house 
near N. 12th Street at 1 am 
when two men approached 
and one asked how to get to 
the “Southside.”

The other man pulled 
out a knife and demanded 
that the victim hand over 
his acoustic Fender guitar, 
which he did.

Left unattended
Three men walked into a 

N. 10th Street building full 
of studio spaces, supposedly 
soliciting services, on July 9 
— but stole a Macbook, iP-
hone, and keys instead.

Surveillance video from 
the building between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
shows one man acting as 
a lookout while the other 
two stormed an office stu-
dio and stole the items, po-
lice said.

Scotch guard
A thief broke through the 

front door of a stole a a N. 
Fifth Street home and stole 
a package that has just been 
delivered on July 11.

Police say the burglar 
was caught on video taking 
the contents of the package, 
which included Scotch and 
pet treats. A second burglar 
entered later and took some 
other items, cops said. 

Van pillaged
A thief broke into a van 

parked on Kent Street on July 
7 — taking a MacBook, brief-
case, a Fender guitar, and 
other items.

The victim said he parked 
his van between West and 
Franklin streets and returned 
to find his driver’s-side door 
pried open and his valuables 
missing. 

— Danielle Furfaro

Mugged at gunpoint in elevator
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NEWS FROM AND

A-MAZE-ING Water exhibit now open!
Visit Water’s Extreme Journey, where 

you’ll travel through a 1,500-square-
foot maze, learning about the environ-
mental threats that plague our water-
ways on their way to an ocean-themed 
destination.  

Water’s Extreme Journey interac-
tive maze is located under the pavil-
ion tent at the NY Aquarium. Children 
will be engaged with a range of interac-
tive experiences as they ride a zipline 
through pollutants, put together water 
cycle puzzles, spin a wildlife wheel of 
facts and learn the importance of wa-
ter. Educational messaging helps visi-
tors to become caring, informed stew-
ards of our local and global waterways 
and the wildlife that depends on them.  
Guests will also learn about the aquar-
ium’s New York Seascape, a conserva-
tion program designed to restore healthy 
populations of local marine species—
many of them threatened—and to pro-
tect New York marine waters.

Water’s Extreme Journey is open daily 
all summer. A-MAZE-ING Water will 
also feature special hands-on activities 
that will take place on weekends only and 
include the Take Action Mailbox, Giant 
Community Mosaic, Model of Local Wa-
tershed, NY Seascape Interactive, and a 
Water-Themed Art Exhibition.

WCS’s expansive Global Marine Pro-
gram conducts conservation efforts in 
20 countries and all four oceans to help 
save threatened and endangered spe-
cies. Most recently, WCS launched the 
New York Seascape, a local conser-
vation program part of WCS’s A SEA 
CHANGE initiative, a 10-year plan to 
revitalize the aquarium and ignite the 
rebirth of Coney Island. An additional 
component to A SEA CHANGE in-
cludes construction of the Ocean Won-
ders: Sharks! exhibit, scheduled to break 
ground later this year.

Otter Pups Debut at Prospect Park Zoo

Three North American river otters born at the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Pros-
pect Park Zoo explore their surroundings in the exhibit on Discovery Trail.

The three otters were born this spring to Di-
xie, a 3-year-old female, and Oogie, a 10-year-
old male. The pups are the first North Ameri-
can river otters born in a New York City zoo or 
aquarium since 1956 at WCS’s Bronx Zoo.

North American river otters are members 
of the weasel family and are found near lakes, 
rivers and coastal areas of Canada, Upper Great 
Lakes, New England, and Atlantic and Gulf-
Coast regions of the United States.

 In the early 1900’s, otter populations dra-
matically declined in large portions of their his-
toric range due to fur trapping, water pollution, 
and habitat destruction. Conservation practices 
that have improved water quality and regulated 
hunting and trapping have helped to restore otter 
populations in many areas of the United States.  
The Wildlife Conservation Society’s North Amer-
ica Program works across North America to 
save wildlife and wildlife habitat.

More information about New York Aquarium events is available at www.nyaquarium.com
Wildlife Conservation Society’s New York 

Aquarium opens every day of the year at  
10 am, and closing times vary seasonally. Ad-
mission is $14.95 for adults, $10.95 for chil-
dren ages 3-12 and $11.95 for senior citizens 
(65 and older); children under 3 years of age 
are admitted free. Fridays after 3pm, admis-
sion is by suggested donation. The Aquarium 
is located on Surf Avenue at West 8th Street 
in Coney Island.  For directions, informa-

tion on public events and programs, and other 
Aquarium information, call 718-265-FISH or 
visit our web site at http://www.nyaquarium.
com. Now is the perfect time to visit and show 
support for the New York Aquarium, Brook-
lyn’s most heavily attended attraction and a 
beloved part of the City of New York.

The Wildlife Conservation Society’s Pros-
pect Park Zoo – $8.00 for adults, $6 for se-
niors 65 and older, $5 for kids 3-12, free for 

children under 3. Zoo hours are 10 A.M. to 5 
P.M. weekdays, and to 5:30 P.M. on weekends 
and holidays, April through October. 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. November through March. The 
Prospect Park Zoo is located at 450 Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Park, Brooklyn. For fur-
ther information, call 718-399-7339 or visit 
www.prospectparkzoo.com.

The Wildlife Conservation Society saves 
wildlife and wild places worldwide. We do 

so through science, global conservation, ed-
ucation and the management of the world’s 
largest system of urban wildlife parks, led by 
the flagship Bronx Zoo. Together these ac-
tivities change attitudes towards nature and 
help people imagine wildlife and humansliv-
ing in harmony. WCS is committed to this 
mission because it is essential to the integ-
rity of life on Earth.

Aquarium 
seeks  

volunteer 
docents 

The Aquarium is looking for 
aquatic animal lovers for its do-
cent program, which is made 
possible in part through part-
nership with National Grid. Do-
cents teach schoolchildren and 
other visitors about animals and 
help aquarium instructors with 
a variety of exciting wildlife-
themed activities.

For more information call 718-
265-3450 or visit www.nyaquar-
ium.com/docents. Applications 
are accepted once a year. The 
docent program is open to indi-
viduals 15 years and older and is 
very competitive. College stu-
dents & adults are encouraged 
to apply. The deadline for ap-
plications is July 20.

First otters born in New York City 
zoo or aquarium since 1956

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The vacant Ovington Av-
enue building that collapsed 
on itself last Monday injured 
no one, but unleashed a bit-
ter backlash from neighbors 
who claim the property owner 
is purposely letting his Bay 
Ridge holdings fall apart.

Residents between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues said the ne-
glected, wood-framed build-
ing owned by Mousa Khalil 
caved in at about 3 am.

“I heard a crash, and it 
didn’t take me long to figure 
out what happened,” said Peter 
Pellicani, who was forced to 
leave his home next door. 

Pellicani said the collapse 
was a disaster waiting to hap-
pen.

“I used to lie in bed and 
think about what I’d do if it 
fell down,” he said. “It was 
only a matter of time.” 

Pellicani said his late father 
complained to Khalil about the 
decaying structure for nearly 
10 years, but his grievances 
fell on deaf ears.

“The guy was civil to us, 
but he made no effort to fix 
anything,” he said.

The Fire Department con-
firmed there were no casu-
alties, and said the building 
would be soon be demol-
ished. 

Khalil, who owns more 
than 20 other dilapidated 

Ridge building collapse
Neighbors blame property owner, say they saw it coming

buildings in Bay Ridge — 
seven of which were auctioned 
off in January  after being fore-
closed on  — said the collapse 
was caused by a leak.

He said he’d already phoned 
a demolition company, but 
didn’t have any plans for the 
property.

“It’s going to be a vacant 
lot,” he said.

Residents say Khalil’s ne-
glected homes are destroying 
their property values and 

quality of life. One of them, 
a partially-renovated, three-
story home at Shore Road 
and 72nd Street, is crawling 
with squirrels and roaches, 
they claim. 

“He came in here saying 
he was going to build this 
and build that,” said Edward 
O’Connell, who lives in the 
adjoining house. 

O’Connell said Khalil did 
some work on the property 
during the housing boom, but 

then stopped abruptly. 
“He put this ugliness up and 

never finished it, and we’ve 
had this infestation of squir-
rels, which are just rats with 
furry tails,” he said.

O’Connell said he com-
plained to Khalil and officials 
about how the icy gusts blow-
ing through the building’s hol-
low shell were cracking his 
walls and freezing his pipes, 
but nothing has been done to 
rectify the situation. 

Another resident on the 
block, who asked not to be 
named, said he’s seen more 
roaches in the area since con-
struction stopped. 

“It’s totally abandoned, and 
probably totally waterlogged, 
so of course it’s infested with 
insects,” he said.

The eyesores even hurt vis-
itors to the serene Narrows 
Botanical Gardens, which sits 
below one of Khalil’s proper-
ties, landscaper Jimmy John-
son claims.

“Down here we have this 
beautiful garden, then you 
look up and there’s an aban-
doned building,” said John-
son, who helped to create the 
sanctuary.

Khalil said he felt his crit-
ics’ pain, but blamed the econ-
omy for his squalid, poorly-
maintained properties.

“It’s a problem money-
wise,” he said, adding that he 
hopes to sell the Shore Road 
house to someone who’ll fin-
ish the work on it.

Khalil has been on the city’s 
radar since 2006 when he was 
slapped with a $10,000 fine 
for failing to maintain the 
Shore Road structure — a 
fee he never paid.

He has also admitted cre-
ating an illegal driveway on 
the 72nd Street side of the 
property and charging $250 
per month to rent it as a park-
ing spot.

Police and firefighters evacuated the homes next door to the collapsed 
building on Ovington Avenue — which neighbors say buckled after a de-
cade of neglect.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A group of homeless 
men who harass Coney Is-
land beach-goers and uri-
nate in public has turned a 
landmarked building across 
from Nathan’s into their pri-
vate camp ground, claim out-
raged merchants who want 
the vagrants gone.

Shopkeepers claim that 
more than 10 homeless men 
hang out and sleep under the 
scaffolding lining the Shore 
Theater — which was built in 
1925 and named a city land-
mark in 2010 — at the cor-
ner of Surf and Stillwell ave-
nues. When they’re not under 
the scaffolding, they’re shak-
ing people down for change 
and cigarettes, said Dee Dee 
Mancuso, the manager of Cha-

Down and out in Coney come from Boston, Pennsyl-
vania, and the Lower East Side 
— but all of them came to the 
iconic seaside escape for the 
same reason millions of oth-
ers do, he explained. 

“It’s Coney Island,” John 
said.

Cha-Cha’s Surf Bar and Piz-
zeria  opened in April  after Cia-
rcia  lost his famed Boardwalk 
bar last year . The honky-tonk 
pub was one of five eateries 
booted from the Boardwalk as 
the city took steps to remake 
Coney Island into a glitzy, year-
round tourist destination.

But Mancuso says that Co-
ney Island’s rebirth, and Cha-
Cha’s return, won’t succeed if 
the homeless problem lasts.

“If somebody doesn’t do 
something, we’re going to go 
under,” Mancuso said.

Cops dismissed claims 
that the homeless were camp-
ing out in front of the Shore 
Theater, but admit that they 
keep an eye on the corner.

Cha’s Bar and Pizzeria.  
“They come right up to the 

front tables and they’re asking 
for cigarettes, they’re staring 
at people eating, and dancing 
in front of the building,” Man-
cuso said. “If you were going 

out to eat, would you want to 
walk past all this?” 

Karen King-Ciarcia, who 
helps run the bar with her hus-
band John “Cha-Cha” Ciarcia, 
said that the homeless have al-
ways flocked to Coney, but 

never in such numbers.
“Some of them used to be 

on the Boardwalk, I recognize 
them,” King-Ciarcia said. “But 
the others I don’t know where 
they came from.”

King-Ciarcia claims the 
homeless urinate in front of 
her eatery at night, forcing her 
and her staff to clean up their 
mess every morning.

“We have to hose every-
thing down and bleach it to get 
rid of the odor,” she said.

A man found camped at 
the corner last week, who 
would only identify him-
self as John, admitted that 
he and several other home-
less men stay under the scaf-
folding at night.

John claimed that he’s been 
staying at the corner for the 
past seven years. The others 

Homeless people have set up camp on Surf Av-
enue in front of the Shore Theater.
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nificant amount of cut-
through traffic here,” said 
Howard Kolins, president 
of the Boerum Hill Associ-
ation, which formed a traf-
fic task force to help the get 
the movement rolling.

The zone will be marked 
with hard-to-miss blue signs 
“at all streets entering the 
area,” and the city will paint 
the new speed limit across 
the roadway and use speed 

bumps to encourage motor-
ists to lay off the gas,  accord-
ing to the city .

Neighbors  put forward the 
proposal last year  with the 
help of Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Boerum Hill), 
saying drivers zoom down 
Atlantic and Fourth avenues 
and make the intersections 
of Dean Street and Boerum 
Place dangerous.

The planned slow zone 
 likely won’t include the busier 

politan Transportation Au-
thority board , a committee 
tasked with deciding if the 
service should stay alive, 
members say.

The beloved  but at-risk ex-
tension  — which includes sta-
tions in Park Slope, Wind-
sor Terrace, and Kensington 
— will likely become per-
manent after the committee 
votes next week, board mem-
ber Allen Cappelli told The 
Brooklyn Paper.

“We’ve been hammering 
at [the cause] for months — 
and it looks like it’s going 
that direction,” he said.

He said saving the so-
called Brooklyn Local is a 
priority due to good ridership 

skills, Brooklyn pet shop 
workers say.

The colorful pets also tend 
to go missing in the summer 
because owners often leave 
windows open or take them 
onto fire escapes, said Pedro 
Rivera of Paradise Bird Shop 
on Grand Street.

“People bring them out-
side to cool down but once 
they fly away they’re usually 
lost for good,” he said.

In the wild, the parakeets 

live in dry, moderate climates 
and can survive off of grass 
seeds as long as natural pred-
ators such as hawks and owls 
don’t snatch them up.

But this feathered Brook-
lynite might have more to 
worry about than bigger 
birds: he needs to find his way 
home before cold weather ar-
rives, experts say.

“Unfortunately, there is no 
way this bird can survive on 
its own in Brooklyn for very 
long,” Baldwin said.

The indulgences don’t stop 
at alcohol.

Worked up an appetite? 
There’s six different types of 
gourmet hot dogs to choose 
from.

Need a pick-me-up? The 
bar doubles as a cafe dur-
ing the day, slinging Coun-
ter Culture coffee.

On weekends, students 
can even take “Hangover” 
yoga classes, which include 
a bloody mary or mimosa af-
ter sessions wrap up. 

The club’s creators say 
they have ruffled a few feath-
ers by combining spirits and 
spirituality, but they say their 
approach is an extension of 
the openness that yoga en-
courages.

“There are some very strict 
yoga practicers who are of a 
different school of thought 
and come from a culture that’s 
more about abstaining, like be-
ing vegan,” said Koch. “But 
we’re not using any Sanskrit 
names for poses, we’re not do-
ing chanting, and we’re trying 
to make it accessible by taking 
away the barriers and obstacles 

Continued from page 1

PARAKEET...

numbers and noted that the 
agency is “in position to do 
something” financially.

“There’s a decent like-
lihood the it will remain,” 
he said.

The extension brought 
G trains to the Fourth Av-
enue–Ninth Street, Seventh 
Avenue, Prospect Park–15th 
Street, Fort Hamilton Park-
way, and Church Avenue sta-
tions starting in 2009 and is 
set to expire when the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority’s $257.5 million Cul-
ver Viaduct rehabilitation 
project ends next winter.

But hundreds of  impas-
sioned straphangers  have 
in recent months jumped on 
board  a movement to save 
the service , demanding the 
agency keep it alive.

On July 25, the MTA board 
is poised to allocate roughly 
$20 million more to citywide 
bus, commuter rail, and sub-
way service — a budget that 
will likely include the G train 
extension, Cappelli said.

Charles Seaton, a spokes-
man for the MTA, said the 
agency would “neither con-
firm nor deny” the service 
will be saved, but riders and 
politicians are already cele-
brating — perhaps a bit pre-
maturely.

“Major victory for G train 
riders!” Williamsburg Dis-
trict Leader Lincoln Restler 
 tweeted on Monday .

Public Advocate Bill De-
Blasio echoed that idea in a 

press release later in the day.
“Keeping these extra 

five stops is a huge win,” 
he wrote.

Transit advocates are cau-
tiously optimistic.

“If the MTA makes the 
G extension permanent, 
Brooklynites are winners,” 
said Gene Russianoff of the 
Straphangers Campaign. 
“It shows that thousands of 
Brooklynites can speak up 
and get better transit.”

Continued from page 1

G TRAIN...

that keep people away for fear 
of judgement. Yoga is not just 
for people who believe in cer-
tain things in their lives.”

The yoga studio even ex-
tols the virtues of vice.

“We also reject the idea 
that in order to live full and 
happy lives we must abstain 
from all vices, detach from 
the world and become saint-
like,” the studio’s mission 
statement reads. “We em-
brace our vices for the value 
they bring to our lives.”

That said, there’s abso-

lutely no boozing before 
yoga — however, the bar is 
open to students and non-
students alike.

And don’t worry about si-
dling up to the bar in sweaty 
yoga gear, either — Koch says 
the yoga practiced at the stu-
dio is more breathe- and med-
itation-focussed than heart-

pumping Vinyasa classes. 
“In Bushwick, I kind of 

feel like anything goes,” said 
Koch. “Plus, everything is 
better after yoga. If you 
have a good yoga practice 
where you are focused and 
relaxed, when you leave that 
yoga class it’s really the best 
version of yourself.”

Continued from page 1

YOGA...

border streets  including At-
lantic Avenue — where Levin 
found that  88 percent of driv-
ers exceed the speed limit  by 
about 10 miles per hour — be-
cause the city aims to “avoid 
wide, major streets, industrial 
and major commercial areas 
within the zone,” according 
to the Department of Trans-
portation website.

But neighbors hope it will 
keep commuters and stadium 
traffic from flying down their 
brownstone blocks.

Sue Wolf, of the Boerum 
Hill Association, said the 
group plans to work with po-

lice to ensure drivers follow 
the rules.

“We plan to push for en-
forcement, especially with the 
arena coming,” she said.

Some neighbors hope 
the city extends the zone’s 
boundary to include State 
Street, she said.

Boerum Hill suffers an av-
erage of 28 car-related crash 
injuries per year, which is 
part of the reason the city ap-
proved the plan, according 
to a report provided the De-
partment of Transportation. 
It also has “strong boundar-
ies” and many schools and 

daycare centers, the report 
notes.

The program has been suc-
cessful in other parts of town, 
such as the Clermont section 
of the Bronx, where speed-
ing dropped dramatically af-
ter the bumps and signs went 
in, according the transpor-
tation officials.

The agency will now meet 
with neighbors to determine 
the location of speed bumps 
and other logistics before the 
slow zone is installed next 
year.

“It’s a great idea,” Wolf 
said.

Continued from page 1

SLOW...

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A hip new Ditmas Park 
cafe is bringing a bit of Corte-
lyou Road style to a stretch of 
Church Avenue known more 
for budget-friendly shopping 
than posh coffeehouses.

Lark Cafe opened last Fri-
day between Stratford Road 
and E. 10th Street — an area 
that boasts a captive but un-
der-served audience of latte-
craving parents, as well as 
java-drinking students and 
freelancers, who go wild for 
Stumptown Coffee, Dough 
donuts, Bagel Hole bagels, 
and Blue Marble ice cream, 
the owners say.

“Our initial idea was to 
have a community space 
where kids would play but 
then we decided to add the 
cafe part,” said Kari Browne, 
one half of the mom-duo that 
owns the joint. “We love 
good food, and coffee and 
drinks, but also wanted to 

create a place that is fam-
ily-friendly.”

On opening day, the 
cafe was fulfilling that ob-
jective.

Moms parked strollers 
around the wooden tables 
— circular so they’re totally 
free of sharp edges — while 
their children ate cupcakes 
and ran around the cafe.

The owners have set aside 
an adjoining room for child-
friendly events, like arts 
classes, birthday parties, or 
the yoga session they held on 
opening day.

Browne and co-owner 
Lori Kranczer — who are 
both mothers of two kids un-
der 5 — met after posting 
similar ideas about the lack 
of child-centric spaces in the 
neighborhood on two mes-
sage boards for area fami-
lies. And they hope Lark Cafe 
will bring a different style 
to Church Avenue. 

“Church Avenue was not 

Is Church Avenue the new Cortelyou?
New cafe offers fancy 
coffee on Ditmas strip

“I think the whole strip 
will probably change quickly 
— and hopefully we’ll be an 
anchor,” she said.

The thoroughfare is lined 
with bodegas and budget-
friendly shopping destina-
tions like 99 Cent City and 

(From left) Siri Jolie and Malika Kmari, both of Ditmas Park, stop by Lark on 
opening day for some coffee.
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an obvious place to be look-
ing because there’s not that 
much else here, but I thought 
we’d give it a try and be pio-
neers,” said Browne, whose 
cafe occupies a storefront 
next to the newly opened 
eatery AM Thai Bistro.

Bobby’s department store, 
and some neighbors say the 
cafe could be a harbinger of 
more changes to come.

“Overall Brooklyn is 
changing because of stuff 
like this,” said Shawnette 
George, 22, a Brooklyn Col-
lege student who grew up in 
the area. “This area is kind 
of in between, and on one 
hand gentrification means a 
lot of people get pushed out 
and rent goes up, but some-
thing like this also gives the 
kids around here something 
else besides corner stores and 
chicken spots.”

Ditmas Park parents say 
they’re excited to have a new 
place to bring their kids. 

“There are a lot of kids 
in this area but not a lot of 
places to hang out and sit with 
them,” said Matt Brown, who 
was in the cafe with his tod-
dler. “It’ll be a good place 
to come and meet up with 
other moms, dads, and ba-
bies.”

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops cuffed a teen accused of raiding a Cortelyou 
Road eatery on July 9 — the latest crime against homes 
and businesses that has Ditmas Park on edge.

Surveillance cameras captured footage of a crook 
forcing his way through the back door Picket Fence 
at around 6:30 am and leaving with two cash reg-
isters containing $2,500.

The thief — who was struggling to hold his 
sagging jeans up — took one register outside and 
ripped out the cash drawer before going back in 
for the second register, the footage shows.

Ram Bisht, manager of the restaurant between 
Argyle and Rugby roads, said he was stunned when 
he reviewed the surveillance feed.

“I can’t believe how easy he made it look,” said 
Bisht, who noted it was the eatery’s second bur-
glary in the past 12 months.

The brazen early-morning break-in is the latest in 
a rash of crimes to hit Ditmas Park in recent weeks. 
A crook  hit up the Connecticut Muffin  on Cortelyou 
Road and  thieves ransacked at least three homes on 
Westminster Road  between Cortelyou and Beverley 
roads — just two blocks away — last month.

Burglar hits
Ditmas Park
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Lizz your life
Brilliant social satirist and “Daily Show” co-

creator Lizz Winstead is showcasing a bitingly 
funny book that offers a closer look at one of 
today’s most influential female comedians.

On July 23, she’ll read excerpts from “Lizz 
Free or Die,” a collec-
tion of memoir-style 
essays that tracks her 
evolution from a priest’s 
daughter to the big 
leagues of progres-
sive comedy.

In the book, she of-
ten jumps between 
heart-wrenching and 
hilarious.

“There’s humor in serious things,” she said. 
“These are stories that capture moment or a 
lesson learned.” 

Her writing recalls her Midwestern roots,  
how she hatched concept for the “Daily Show” 
(She was watching Gulf War coverage at a 
bar), and her early days doing stand-up com-
edy, which she said is her “calling.”

“The first time was like taking a hit off a 
crack pipe,” she said. “I knew immediately I 
had to do this with my life.”

“Lizz Free or Die” reading at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. between Water and Front 
streets in DUMBO, (718) 230–4530]. July 23, 
7 pm. Free. — Natalie O’Neill

R E A D I N G

Make like Pac-Man in this a-maze-ing month-
long concert series. 

Transforming their venue from an empty gal-
lery space to a walkthrough puzzle of music, 
sculptures, performing arts and even video games, 
Sam Hillmer and Laura Paris have created an 
art labyrinth in the Secret Project Robot gallery 
of Bushwick.  

“I still get lost in the 
maze, and I made the 
floor plans,” said Paris, 
co-creator of the artistic 
duo “Trouble.” 

Concert-goers can 
walk through a maze 
made of thousands of 
feet of industrial twines, 
getting a meshy view of 
live musicians Laurel Halo and the Jack Quar-
tet, among others — a huge improvement over 
the solid walls used in 2009. 

Bands can be seen from any point, but dar-
ing music lovers will have to explore the maze’s 
corridors to get the best views — and find art 
and video games hidden in the halls — which 
might confuse even the finest navigators.  

Lost in music
M U S I C

Street arts
Bushwick’s former factories have become 

home to thousands of artsy young folks — so 
it’s only fitting their block parties are a little 
different than the ones you’ll find elsewhere 

in the borough.
The post-apocalyp-

tic no man’s land around 
the Morgan L station 
will erupt in a music-
art-and-pizza-filled 
blowout, say event or-
ganizers, shutting down 
Moore Street between 
Bogart and White 
streets to bring out the 
seemingly abandoned 

neighborhood’s art-loving denizens for a not-
so-old-fashioned block party, on July 28.

“When we first opened here, there was noth-
ing around,” said organizer Anthony Falco, who 
is the director of mobile operations for Rober-
ta’s Pizza, the main sponsor of the event. “It’s 
been great to watch the whole area grow, and 
this is a celebration of that.”

Revelers can expect professional wrestling 
matches, motorcycle burnouts from the motor-
cycle gang and fashion label Deth Killers,  and 
rocker Andrew WK as the celebrity draw. 

Phillip Gilmour, owner of Momo Sushi Shack, 
a sponsor, said the block party helps to show-
case what makes Bushwick unique among New 
York City neighborhoods. 

“It seems desolate, but it’s not,” said 
Gilmour. 

Bushwick Block Party at Roberta’s [261 
Moore St., bushwickblockparty.com]. July 28, 
12 pm–12am. Free. — Danielle Furfaro

PA R T Y

By Sol Park
The Brooklyn Paper

A
t this contest, it’s wiener take all.

The formerly amateur-only An-
nual Hot Dog Cookoff will allow 

restaurants to compete in its seventh 
year — and the makers of Brooklyn’s 
finest frankfurters are stepping up to 
the plate.

Chefs from Marlow and Daughters, 
Brooklyn Bangers, Mile End Deli, and 
even the vegetarian restaurant Maimonide 
of Brooklyn are part of a new “pros-row,” 
where they’ll showcase their own creations 
in a no-holds-barred dog fight.

For the crew at Mile End — a delica-
tessen specializing in handcrafted Mon-
treal-style Jewish comfort food — hot 
dogs are the perfect vessel for culinary 

creativity.
“Sausage-making and forced meats pres-

ent a very creative platform for cooks of 
all stripes, amateur or pro,” said restau-
rant co-owner, chef, and hot dog contes-
tant Noah Bernamoff. “Once you learn the 

basic technique and are comfortable using 
the equipment, which should not take very 
long, the sky is the limit with the types of 
sausages that can be produced.” 

Bernamoff serves a popular New York-
style “Hoyt Dog” at his Boerum Hill eat-
ery — but the Quebec native will compete 
with a more personal version of the ballpark 
meal. Describing it as a hot “steamie,” his 
dog is the kind one might find in a hockey 
arena in rural Canada with a squishy bun, 
electric green relish, raw white onion, and 
yellow mustard.

It’s a relatively minimal and humble en-
try, unlike the crazy dog-coctions com-
monly presented at the cook-off — and 
Bernamoff doesn’t expect to win. 

“These sorts of contests tend to reward 

wackiness, and fundamentally, I’m sort of 
a classicist when it comes to traditional 
or historic foods so no, I don’t expect to 
win,” he said.

But not everyone is sticking to conven-
tional hot dogs: Maimonide of Brooklyn 
chef Neal Harden is planning a veggie dog 
that would be a first for his restaurant, 
which doesn’t even serve hot dogs.

When contacted by this newspaper, 
Harden was still working on his recipe, 
but said he’d “probably do something with 
mushroom.”

The five restaurants — selected by the 
meat experts at the Brooklyn Kitchen — 
aren’t the only dogs in the fight. Two dozen 
hobbyists will also take part, serving the 
kinds of frankfurters dog lovers have long 
dreamed about, like last year’s winner: a 
lobster roll hot dog dubbed “You’re Go-
ing to Need a Bigger Boat.”

At the end of the competition, judges 
and community foodies will reflect on the 
dogs of the day and consider the opinions 
of diners who cast votes before choosing 
the top dog and the fan favorite.

Frankfurters fi ght
Professional wiener-makers go head to head

7th Annual Great Hot Dog Cookoff 
(630 Flushing Ave., between Bartlette 
Street and Union Avenue, thegreathot-
dogcookoff.com/tickets). Tickets $45, 
$65, $75.

D I N I N G

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

O
ut with the Viagra, in with the 
kombucha!

The old Pfizer plant, where 
drugs like Viagra and Claritin 
were once produced, is being put 
to new use making the fermented 
health-drink kombucha, and brewer 
Brett Casper says there’s no bet-
ter spot.

“It’s been here since 1849, but 
it’s super teched out. It’s awesome,” 
said kombucha brewer Brett Casper. 
“They have a million dollar water 
filtration system — they’re not play-
ing around.”

Casper’s Kombucha Party op-
eration isn’t the only food joint in 
the building — it’s not even the 
only kombucha brand being made 
there. Kombucha Brooklyn, Brook-
lyn Soda Works, McClure’s Pick-
les, Steve’s Ice Cream, and other 
culinary craftsmen make the old 
Pfizer building a veritable food 
factory.

Kombucha itself is a fizzy, tea-
based drink, which is left to fer-
ment under a thick layer of yeast 
and bacteria for two to six weeks. 
While the moldy bacterial culture 
under which the kombucha ferments 
is not particularly appetizing, the 
colorful, carbonated beverage it pro-
duces is said to be tasty and ben-
eficial to your health.

“Kombucha’s been around since 
212 BC, and it was known as the 
immortal elixir,” explained Casper. 

“It’s supposed to detox and elimi-
nate toxins from your body, and the 
pro-biotics are said to center your 
chi, by creating a positive environ-
ment in your intestinal tract.”

Much of the evidence in regards 
to the drink’s health benefits are an-
ecdotal, but Casper says it works 
for him.

“Since I’ve been drinking it I’ve 
felt much better,” he said. “It gives 
you a buzz and it’s definitely a mood 
enhancer.”

To advertise his Kombucha Party, 
and raise some funds to support his 
kombucha brewing, Casper is host-
ing a series of health-themed parties 
at the spa, Awakening New York, 
where patrons can enjoy $1-per-min-
ute massages, and a mysterious form 
of sound therapy invented by Bud-
dhist monks in Tibet.

“[The sound therapy] essentially 
shakes up the cells in your body, 
and it’s good for detoxing your emo-
tions,” said Phillia Downs, who co-
founded the spa. “It’s very medita-
tive too, you just kind of zone out 
and let your mind rest.”

But if relaxing to the vibrations of 
exotic Tibetan gongs isn’t your thing, 
there’s always drinking — Kombu-
cha, when mixed with your liquor 
of choice, makes for an excellent 
cocktail, according to Casper.

“It’s very conducive to partying, 
because it contains glycolic acid and 
it’s just basically believed to make 
the liver more efficient, so drink-
ing kombucha with cocktails is a 
smart idea.”

Awakening NY Wellness 
Center [607 Manhattan 
Ave., between Driggs and 
Nassau avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 349–1380, 
kombuchapartynyc.blog-
spot.com]. Aug. 7, 8 pm. 
$20.

D R I N KS

Fizzing lifting
Kombucha koncocted in Pfi zer building gets a party

Tastes good, and good for you: Brett Casper has rented space in the old Pfizer plant, 
where he brews the fermented health drink, kombucha.
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She’s a contender: Rae Dernamoff, co-owner of 
Mile End deli in Boerum Hill, holds a Quebec spin 
on the Hoyt Dog, the restaurant’s entry to a hot dog 
cookoff on July 21.
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RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

For Over 99 Years

SATNICK’S  
FINE JEWELRY  
& WATCHES

187 State Street
(between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open: Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm
Watch & Jewelry Restoration On Premises!

For Those Special 
Occasions In Your Life

Are Back  5-7PM
at our Indoor Bar or 
Outdoor Garden Area

with an All New Outdoor Bar

Enjoy ½ Off the Mexican side of 
our Menu and “Cool Off” with 

$350 DRINK SPECIALS
Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, 

Piña Coladas, Sangria & Mexican Beers
Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 pp 

includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave. • 718-833-8865
 www.casapepe.com

Are Back  5-7PM
at our Indoor Bar or 
Outdoor Garden Area

with an All New Outdoor Bar

Authentic 
Spanish & 
Mexican 
Cuisine

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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You Are Here at Secret Project Robot 
(389 Melrose St., between Knickbocker and 
Flushing avenues in Williamsburg, www.trou-
blemaze.com). Thurs., Fri., July 20 to August 4, 
8 pm, $10. — Alfred Ng 
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contemporary art today. Free. 6 
pm. Kentler International Drawing 
Space [353 Van Brunt St. in Red 
Hook, 718.875.2098], www.kentler-
gallery.org. 

CLASS, FREE WOMEN’S SELF 
DEFENSE CLASS: We will be of-
fering the public a free women’s 
self defense class fridays at 8 pm 
starting June 29th. The goal is to 
teach practical ways to defend 
against an attacker. Every woman 
should have access to women’s 
self defense training. We hope 
to help protect women by offer-
ing this training in a positive and 
empowering setting, for free. You 
shouldn’t have to pay for safety! 
free. 8:00 pm. Class One Mixed 
Martial Arts & CrossFit [85 4th Ave 
in Park Slope, (718) 230–3530], 
www.c1mma.com. 

THEATER, XANADU - ROLLER-
SKATING MUSICAL COMEDY 
SPECTACULAR: Piper Theatre 
brings the unrestrained fun and 
fashions of the 1970s to the Old 
Stone House this July, as we 
proudly present the Brooklyn pre-
miere of “Xanadu,” the musical 
comedy adapted from the 1980 
cult classic fi lm starring Olivia 
Newton-John. The musical looks 
back on the glittery innocence of 
the late 1970s with an equal mix of 
love and parody. Free. 8 pm. Old 
Stone House, Washington Park 
[336 Third Street at 5th Avenue, 
Brooklyn 11215 in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], pipertheatre.org/per-
formances. 

FILM, COMING HOME - ROOFTOP 
FILMS SUMMER SERIES: It’s never 
easy to go home, but this program 

of spirited black comedies, fraught 
animations and intimate documen-
taries offers hope for reconcili-
ation. Everybody grows up, and 
fi nds their own way. Friends are 
left behind, families change, pass 
on. Toys and clothes we found 
comforting as children, streets and 
forests we once called home, they 
come to seem foreign, confi ning, 
haunted. When we reunite, the 
past is all-too present, confi ning, 
alienating. Sometimes we react 
with tragic silence, sometimes we 
lash out, hopefully we fi nd solace 
and laughter. All the screenings 
at Metrotech Commons are pre-
sented in partnership with Down-
town Brooklyn Partnership and 
Forest City Ratner. 8:00 PM Open 
8:30 PM Live Music 9:00 PM Films. 
FREE. 8:00 PM. Metrotech Com-
mons [Bridge Street and Johnson 
Street in Downtown Brooklyn, 
(718) 417-7362], rooftopfi lms.
com/2012/schedule/coming-home. 

MUSIC, “SUPERMAN-THE MOVIE”: 
Rated PG. Free. 8:30 pm. Hudson 
River Park Pier 46 [Christopher St. 
and the Hudson River in Green-
wich Village, (212) 627-2121], www.
hudsonriverpark.org. 

SAT, JULY 21
MUSIC, THE ROCKDOVES AT 

THE ARTISAN-MARKET: The 
RockDoves, a talented musical 
duo, provide the melody, which 
prompts children to shake, rattle 
and roll. Parents instantly pull out 
their camera’s to record the fun-
fi lled interactive performance. This 

FRI, JULY 20
THEATER, THE TRAGEDY OF 

OTHELLO, THE MOORE OF 
VENICE, DIRECTED BY MARK 
HARBORTH: The Gallery Players 
is proud to present The Tragedy 
of Othello, the Moor of Venice, its 
fourth annual production of Shake-
speare in the Summer. Othello runs 
from Thursday evening July 19th, 
through Sunday afternoon, August 
5th. Long-standing member of 
the Pearl Theatre Resident Acting 
Company and former Gallery Play-
ers board president, Dominic Cusk-
ern, produces. Mark Harborth, Gal-
lery board president and admired 
director of many Gallery favorites-
-among them, Noises Off, Jesus 
Christ Superstar, Chess, and last 
year’s Macbeth--will direct again. 
Othello will be produced virtually 
uncut, following both historical 
and textual cues, honoring Shake-
speare’s craft by selecting produc-
tion elements simply to serve the 
story. Working in collaboration 
with his carefully-chosen ensemble, 
director Harborth will illuminate 
the Bard’s “round unvarnish’d tale” 
of the vulnerability of reputation 
to concerted rumor and innuendo, 
the human cost of misplaced trust. 
$18.00. 7:30. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352-
3101], galleryplayers.com. 

FUND-RAISING, BROOKLYN EVENT 
TO SUPPORT TOM MCGRATH 
RUN: The Commodore Barry Club 
invites all Brooklyn to turn out for 
a festive Buffet Luncheon at the 
Irish Haven, 58th ST. & 4TH Ave., 
Brooklyn. Suggested Donation is 
$20 and includes lunch and two 
drinks of soda or beer. Cash bar. 
Tax-deductible contributions may 
be made payable to “Hibernian 
Charities” with “250 mile run” on 
the memo line. Keep posted at 
http://brooklynirish.com/. Join in 
our Fifty / Fifty Raffl e and in our 
250 Mile Pledge. Tom McGrath, 
a world renowned long distance 
runner, will stop by for a bite on 
his way from Midtown Manhattan 
to New Jersey. His estimated time 
of arrival is about 12 Noon. He will 
cover thirty-fi ve miles a day on his 
trek from New York City to An-
napolis, Maryland from July 20th 
to the 28th. Tom’s epic adventure 
will further the ongoing project to 
gather funds for this fi tting memo-
rial to the founder of the American 
Navy. After many years of work by 
Irish American groups, the Naval 
Academy agreed to plans for the 
Gate. The funds are to be contrib-
uted privately, however. $20. 11 
AM. Irish Haven [58th St. & Fourth 
Ave. in Sunset Park, (718) 833-
3405], www.commodorebarryclub-
brooklyn.org. 

UNCOVERED: Prints selections from 
the Kentler Flatfi les: The Flatfi les, 
a compendium of artworks by 
over 190 artists, have become an 
important resource for artists, col-
lectors, curators and the general 
public by stressing the importance 
of drawing and works on paper in 

free, family-friendly performance 
will be presented by Ft. Greene 
Park’s Artisan-Market next to the 
park’s corner entrance on DeKalb 
Avenue and Washington Park. 
The Artisan-Market, adjacent 
to the GreenMarket, presents a 
wide range of art. The designers 
and fi ne artists sell only their own 
unique creations, many of which 
are one of a kind. FREE. 10AM. 
Fort Greene Park’s Artisan-Market 
[DeKalb Avenue at Washington 
Park in Fort Greene/Brooklyn, 
(718) 855-8175], http//www.arti-
san-market.org. 

MUSIC, THE STRING ORCHESTRA 
OF BROOKLYN: Concert in Fort 
Greene Park: The String Orchestra 
of Brooklyn performs Beethoven’s 
famous Symphony no. 5. Don’t 
miss this dramatic, classic, and free 
concert in one of Brooklyn’s most 
beautiful settings! Free. 6 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Center [Enter 
park at Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722-3218]. 

MUSIC, THE DANNY REPOLE SWING 
BAND: 2012 Hot Summer Nights, 
free outdoor concert series: Sum-
mertime Swing Concert, featuring 
such treasured favorites as “Night 
and Day,” “Tangerine,” and “Cherry 
Pink.” Repole’s remarkable musi-
cal career includes performing in 
the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, the 
Guy Lombardo Orchestra, at Radio 
City Music Hall, and on the original 
Broadway cast recordings of The 
Sound of Music, Cabaret, and Chi-
cago. Free. 8 pm. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 Oriental 
Blvd. at Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368-5000], www.
onstageatkingsborough.org. 

SECOND ANNUAL NYC POETRY 
FESTIVAL: The festival includes 
150 poets and over 40 reading 
series. It also features beer, food 
vendors, and an arts and crafts 
village. $5. Governor’s Island 
(Colonel’s Row), www.kickstarter.
com/projects/poetrysocietyny/the-
2nd-annual-new-york-city-poetry-
festival?ref=live. 

PETE’S MINI ZINE FEST: Event is 
FREE and open to the public Pete’s 
Mini Zine Fest, the fest-in-a-bar, is 
in its fourth installment--the lon-
gest running zine fest in New York 
City. Come nurse a beer and hob-
nob with zinesters and cartoon-
ists. Take advantage of the lovely 
patio in the back while you read 
some zines! Free. 2pm–7pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. at 
Richardson Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.petescandy-
store.com.

EZRA JACK KEATS STORY HOUR: 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
July 21

Brooklyn 
knights
“Gotta do this — it’s 
crunch time, it’s money 
time,” says a young 
man in a hooded 
sweater. He’s one of 
the kids featured in 
this uplifting docu-
mentary, “Brooklyn 
Castle,” about I.S. 318, 
a Williamsburg school 
that’s not unlike other 
Brooklyn public 
schools — except they 
happen to be the most 
winning chess team in 
the country. Come 
early and test your 
skills against the young 
champions before the 
screening!

7:30 pm at the Old 
American Can Factory 
(232 Third St. at Third 
Avenue, rooftopfilms.
com). $12.

SUNDAY
July 22

Modular 
BBQ
Free live music, free 
food, and storage con-
tainers. Hood Chef is 
providing barbecue, 
and underground hip 
hop acts including the 
smooth Denzil Porter 
(“Kanye West,” the 
song), the toxic Slim 
Dollars (“Promethaz-
ine”), and the ener-
getic Skotch Davis 
(“Paradin’”) — will 
keep this makeshift 
venue bumpin’ all day. 
Free food’s limited, 
but there’s plenty of 
good grub and cold 
beer.

2 pm–10 pm at Dekalb 
Market (138 Willoughby 
St., at Flatbush Avenue, 
dekalbmarket.com). Free.

MONDAY
July 23

Bayou beast 
Self sufficient off the 
food they pull from the 
waters, and exuberant 
from the drinks and 
dance, a bayou town 
at the edge of the 
world is threatened by 
a beast that comes in 
many forms: disease, 
nature, government — 
and in the imagination 
a young girl raised by 
her father — a prehis-
toric monster called 
the Auroch. “Beasts of 
the Southern Wild” is 
a thrilling and joyous, 
award winning indie 
film, playing at BAM.

4:40 pm, 7:10 pm, 9:20 pm, 
at BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave., between St. 
Felix Street and Ashland 
Place, (718) 636–4100, 
bam.org]. $12.

TUESDAY
July 24

Old ice 
cream 
Which came first, 
chocolate or vanilla? 
Get the answers to 
questions you might 
not have ever had at 
this delicious lecture 
on the history of ice 
cream, the latest in 
Masters of Social Gas-
tronomy from the folks 
at the Brooklyn Brain-
ery. Gastronomy histo-
rian Sarah Lohman will 
talk and the Brainery’s 
Jonathan Soma will 
show you how to make 
your own batch of fro-
zen cream, with sam-
ples and drink specials.

7 pm at Public Assembly 
[70 N. Sixth St., between 
Wythe and Kent avenues, 
(718) 384–4586, publicas-
semblynyc.com] Free.

WEDNESDAY
July 25 

Greenlight 
slam
“If you are talking with 
an unfamiliar group of 
men,” said Geoff 
Kagan Trenchard, of 
HBO’s Def Poetry 
fame, in one of his 
spoken word perfor-
mances, “It is better 
to tell them that you 
have beat a man half 
to death — than that 
you have loved one.” 
Don’t miss this night 
of Trenchard and 
other heavy micro-
phone spitters. There 
will be wine.

7:30 pm at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland 
Avenue, (718) 246–0200, 
greenlightbookstore.
com]. Free.
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HAPPY 
HOUR 2 for 1 

Daily

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MOSFTGREENE
LOOK US UP ON TWITTER.COM/MOSFTGREENE
WWW.MOSFTGREENE.COM
80 LAFAYETTE AVENUE BROOKLYN NY  |  718-797-2849

KARAOKE
(KARA-MO-KE)

TUESDAYS

9PM-1AM HOSTED BY 
SHELLY WATSON

MO’ FUNNY SUNDAYS
HOSTED BY Dave Lester & Friends

9PM-11PM 

LIVE DJ’S
10PM-4AM 

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays

Classic swing: Danny Repole, from the original Broadway cast 
recordings of the Sound of Music, Cabaret, and Chicago, and his 
swing band, will perform at 2012 Hot Summer Nights, a free out-
door concert series, featuring such treasured favorites as “Night 
and Day,” “Tangerine,” and “Cherry Pink.”
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BORICUA 
COLLEGE

“learning is 
personal”

MASTERS DEGREE 
PROGRAMS

of 
SCIENCE DEGREE 

PROGRAMS

of ARTS 
DEGREE PROGRAMS

Liberal Arts, 
Innovative 

& Non 
Traditional

ADMISSIONS OPEN

www.boricuacollege.edu

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/GRAHAM
9 Graham Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11206 * 718-963-4112

BROOKLYN CAMPUS/NORTHSIDE
186 North 6 St. Brooklyn, NY 11211 * 718-782-2200

Stop by Central Library’s Plaza every Wednesday 
in June and July for a swingin’ good time at these 

free outdoor concerts!
Showtime is 7 PM, preceded by swing 

dance lessons at 6:30 PM.
(Rain dates are on Thursdays unless otherwise noted.)

Matt Munisteri  
Exploration of the music of the 
largely forgotten composer 
Willard Robison, who emerged in 
the 1920s as an early prototype of 
the American singer-songwriter.

Wednesday, July 25, 6:30 PM

5003.AD_7.20

For more cultural events at your Library, visit us online at 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/events/culture-arts.

New Sounds This Season

By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

A
t this drinking and drawing event, 
beauty is the beast. 

The Pints n’ Prints event at the 
Gowanus Print Lab features impromptu 
costumes — like a gorilla mask — and 
cold beers for artists who are looking for 
more than just a naked form to paint. 

Although figure drawing sessions 
typically feature nude models, the Gow-
anus Print Lab’s large windows prevents 
posers from disrobing, so the art stu-
dio did the complete opposite: dress the 
model in layers of costumes. 

“You can go anywhere and find a 
pretty face that just sits there,” the stu-

dio’s director Ashley Hildreth said. 
“Our models are clothed, so why 

don’t we go full throttle and have it 
be something different?” 

The off-beat outfits are improvised 
every event, giving artists a refreshing 
subject week after week. The costumes 
have a wide range, from gorilla queen to 
rockstar housewife, taking the creativity 

of figure-drawing to another level. 
“You get bored drawing standard 

models. There’s so many places for that,” 
Hildreth said. “We try to do something 
fun every time with our event.” 

The event costs $15 for unlimited beer 
and a surprise costume model every other 
Thursday, and the studio asks that all art-
ists bring their own equipment.

Put it all on!
Drawing models don costumes

Sketchy character: Costumed 
models are posing at the Gow-
anus Print Lab for artists’ drawing 
pleasures.
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Pints n’ Prints at Gowanus Print 
Lab [54 Second Ave., between Sev-
enth and Eighth streets, (718) 788–
3930, gowanusprintlab.com]. Every 
other Thursday, 8 pm–10 pm. $15.

A R T

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou can never see too 
much Art.

Pianist Ar turo 
O’Farrill, and his Afro Latin 
Jazz Orchestra, will burn it 
up on the Prospect Park band 
shell stage with Cuban trum-
pet virtuoso Arturo Sandoval 
on July 21. 

And when two Arts take 
the stage — one a Cuban star, 
the other a Park Slope legend 
— it makes for a memorable 
if unpredictable show.

“Anything could hap-
pen. It could become a huge 
rhumba jazz descarga,” de-
clared O’Farrill, who is a 
Brooklyn resident of over 
three decades.

For the musician, playing 
Celebrate Brooklyn will be 
a dream come true. 

“I am really, really, really 
excited to be able to perform 
in my hometown, for my peo-
ple,” said O’Farrill, who will 
be teaching at Brooklyn Col-
lege in the fall. “I live just a 
couple blocks from the park, 
and being so close to Cele-
brate Brooklyn and not being 
able to perform there was al-
ways heartbreaking.”

But things came together 
for O’Farrill this year, when 
he got a chance to put his 
18-piece band on display 
in the BRIC Arts Media or-

ganized concert he called 
perfect for the rhythms of 
mambo- and salsa-infused 
jazz.

“It’s a great space, it’s a 
great stage, and it’s an en-
vironment where people are 
encouraged to express them-
selves,” O’Farrill said. 

And expressing yourself 
is what O’Farrill’s art is all 
about, said the man who’s 
played jazz festivals across 
the globe.

“It’s not music you just lis-
ten to in a cerebral way. You 
have to move,” O’Farrill said. 
“A lot of times, we play for 
people and they just sit there. 

But in Brooklyn people are 
more diverse and active.”

O’Farrill said it’s still un-
decided if his band will take 
the stage simultaneously with 
Sandoval — a man O’Farrill 
has known since childhood, 
as a friend and colleague of 
his bandleader father Chico 
O’Farrill, and whom both 
O’Farrills have recorded with 
in the past. But either way, 
O’Farrill promises music per-
fect for a July evening: full of 
life and pure energy.

The Arts arrive
Latin jazz double feature at bandshell

The Art of Cuban Music: Arturo O’Farrill and the Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra will 
bring their island stylings to the Prospect Park band shell on Saturday night.
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Arturo Sandoval and 
Arturo O’Farrill and the 
Afro Latin Jazz Orches-
tra at Prospect Park band 
shell [Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope. (718) 683–5600.] 
July 21, 7:30 pm. Free. 

M U S I C
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now covers New York City.

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack. 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Enjoy music and movies 
with built-in Beats Audio™ 

Super-fast 8.0 megapixel camera

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Jalopy Tavern [317 Columbia St., between Hamilton Avenue and Wood-
hull Street in the Columbia Street Waterfront District, (718) 625–3214, 
Jalopytavern.biz/]. Open Mon–Fri, 4 pm–4 am; Sat, Sun, 2 pm–4 am. 

Gather at the Peter and 
Willy statute in the park 
and listen to fun stories. 
Free. 2–3 pm. Imagina-
tion Playground [Ocean 
Ave. at E. Lake Drive in 
Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.nycgovparks.
org. 

SUMMER EXHIBIT: Urban 
Garden: This summer’s 
exhibit offers practical 
tips to help urban dwell-
ers green up their homes, 
with a focus on easy 
maintenance and sustain-
able practices in Lily Pool 
Terrace. An exhibit on 
BBG’s innovative commu-
nity horticultural outreach 
program, GreenBridge, 
is also featured in the 
Steinhardt Conservatory. 
3 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washing-
ton Ave., at Eastern Park-
way in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.
bbg.org. 

SUN, JULY 22
OLYMPIC SPORTS FESTI-

VAL: http://www.avia-
torsports.com/olympic-
sports-festival Come 
discover a multitude 
of sports and activities 
at our Olympic Sports 
Festival! Date: Sunday 
July 22nd, 2012 Time: 
10:00am-1:00pm BBQ 
to follow (BBQ is not in-
cluded) Cost: Pre-sell for 
members $15 Pre-sell for 
non-members $18 Day 
of for members $18 Day 
of for non-members $21 
What’s included: Open-
ing ceremonies, arts and 
crafts, water activities, 
Olympic sports activities 
and closing ceremonies 
What to bring: Clothes 
that can get wet, sock, 
sneakers and a towel. 
$15-$21. 10:00am. Aviator 
Sports and Events Center 
[3159 Flatbush Ave. (718) 
758-7500]. 

MILL’S TRILLS: Uke Can 

Change the World gives 
families an opportunity 
to meet, touch and hear a 
collection of hand-made 
instruments from around 
the world. $15 (children 
under 4 free). 3 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855-3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MON, JULY 23
BOOKS, BOOKS BENEATH 

THE BRIDGE: Power-
house Arena: This inau-
gural outdoor literature 
series will feature 6 nights 
of outdoor readings by 
authors, followed by a 
Q&A. Each night will be 
curated by a local, inde-
pendent bookstore. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [334 Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-9939], www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. 

TUES, JULY 24
UPTOWN DANCE ACAD-

EMY: The East Harlem 
company performs an 
eclectic mix of jazz and 
ballet. Free. 10:30 –11:30 
am. Maria Hernandez 
Park (Knickerbocker Ave. 
at Suydam St. in Williams-
burg), www.nygovparks.
org. 

MUSIC, SHABAZZ PAL-
ACES: Greene Music on 
the Main Stage: Join us 
for a fabulous, free con-
cert surrounded by the 
beauty of Fort Greene 
Park! Bring a blanket, 
pack a picnic, and enjoy 
the vibrant sounds of 
Seattle hip-hop collec-
tive Shabazz Palaces, with 
THEESatisfaction and 
DJ Daniel Givens. Free. 
6 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park 
at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722-3218]. 

MUSIC, CONCERT: Rave 
On performs music from 
Buddy Holly and oldies. 
Bring a blanket and a 
chair. Free. 7 pm. Dyker 
Park [86th St. and 14th 

Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 238–6044]. 

“WALL-E”: Grabe a blanket, 
pack a basket and enjoy a 
viewing of this animated 
classic. Free. 8–10 pm. 
Jane Bailey Memorial 
Garden [327-329 Greene 
Ave. at Franklin Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, (212) 333-
2552], www.nycgovparks.
org. 

WED, JULY 25
MUSIC, CONCERT: Carl 

Thomas performs stan-
dards from Frank Sinatra, 
Bobby Darin and Dean 
Martin. Bring a blanket 
and a chair. Free. 7 pm. 
Lady Moody Square 
[Ave. U and Van Sicklen 
Street in Gravesend, (718) 
238–6044]. 

MUSIC, THE BABIES, 
NIGHT MANAGER, 
BEACH DAY, DAYTONA, 
TOTAL SLACKER (DJ 
SET): Back Room, Doors: 
8PM. $8–$10. 8pm. Public 
Assembly [70 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782-
5188], www.publicassem-
blynyc.com. 

THURS, JULY 26
“ROBOTS”: Animated story 

featuring the voices of 
Ewan McGregor, Halle 
Berry and Mel Brooks; 
Don’t forget the blan-
ket and popcorn. Free. 
Sunset. East River State 
Park (N. 8th St. and Kent 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.townsquareinc.com. 

EPIC BIKE RIDE: Brook-
lyn Greenway Initiative’s 
fourth annual waterfront 
bike ride from Green-
point to Rockaway Beach. 
free. 8 am. Owls Head 
Park [Colonial Rd and 
68th Street in Bay Ridge 
and other neighbor-
hoods, (646) 715-4932], 
brooklyngreenway.org. 

MOVIES, SYFY MOVIES 
WITH A VIEW: Clue-
less (PG13): This is the 
13th season of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s movie 
series on Thursdays 
this summer. Shorts are 

curated by BAMciné-
matek, and DJs from 
Brooklyn Radio kick off 
the evening. Bike valet 
provided by Transporta-
tion Alternatives. Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [334 Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-9939], www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. 

FRI, JULY 27
MUSIC, THE METROPOLI-

TAN OPERA SUMMER 
RECITAL SERIES: The 
Metropolitan Opera pres-
ents a summer recital se-
ries featuring opera stars 
Danielle de Niese, Dimitri 
Pittas, and John Del 
Carlo, accompanied by 
Dan Saunders. Presented 
in collaboration with the 
City Parks Foundation. 
Pier 1. More info: me-
topera.org/parks. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [334 Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-9939], www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org. 

READING, MARCUS SAMU-
ELSSON READING: 
Ethiopia-born, Sweden-
raised Harlem chef and 
restauranteur Marcus 
Samuelsson reads from 
his memoir “Yes, Chef,” 
sharing his humble ori-
gins and incredible climb 
to the top. $10. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

FILMS, ANIMATION BLOCK 
PARTY - ROOFTOP 
FILMS SUMMER SE-
RIES: Some call it punk 
rock, some call it grass 
roots, but labels aside, 
NYC-based Animation 
Block Party is the pre-
mier animation festival 
of the East Coast. Since 
the fi rst offi cial ABP fi lm 
festival on September 
9th, 2004, thousands of 
fi lmmakers have submit-
ted their animated shorts 
and screened them at 
the yearly festival. ABP is 
dedicated to exhibiting 
all genres of the world’s 
best independent, pro-

fessional and student 
animation. Film selec-
tions will be announced 
in July, and it’s sure to be 
a blast. 8:00PM Doors 
Open 8:30PM Live Music 
9:00PM Film Begins 
11:30PM-1:00AM After-
party at Matchless (557 
Manhattan Ave. @ Dri-
ggs). $12. 8:00 PM. Auto-
motive High School [50 
Bedford Ave. in Williams-
burg, (718) 417-7362], 
rooftopfi lms.com/2012/
schedule/animation-
block-party-2. 

SAT, JULY 28
MUSIC, POSTCARDS FROM 

GYPSYLAND: Bluesy 
jazzy selections per-
formed by the Hot Club 
of San Francisco. Free. 8 
pm. Kingsborough Com-
munity College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan 
Beach, (718) 368-5596], 
www.onstageatkinsbor-
ough.org. 

FILMS, ROOFTOP FILMS: 
Grandma Lo-Fi: Grandma 
Lo-Fi: The Basement 
Tapes of Sigríður Níels-
dóttir (Orri Jónsson, 
Kristín Björk Kristjánsdót-
tir, Ingibjörg Birgisdóttir | 
Iceland | 62 min.) We’ve all 
been there. Those big cre-
ative dreams we had when 
we were young fall prey 
to the practical concerns 
of student loans, rents, 
and families. Maybe we 
loved piano lessons as a 
kid but our father couldn’t 
afford them. Maybe we 
fell in love with a sailor 
but our parents forbid us 
from seeing him. Maybe 
we went ahead and saw 
him anyways. And maybe 
when his ship sunk and he 
died, our mother told us: 
“what you refuse to give 
up yourself, God will take 
from you.” 8:00 PM Doors 
Open 8:30 PM Live Music 
9:00 PM Film Begins 
11:30 PM-Reception in 
Courtyard 12:30 AM $12 
online or at the door. $12. 
8:00 PM. Old American 
Can Factory [232 Third St. 
(718) 417–7362], rooftop-
fi lms.com.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

F
oam fingers and baseball caps might 
look foolish at the ballet — but 
they’ll fit right in at this show.

Cyclones fans can show their team 
spirit on July 23 by wearing frilly tu-
tus to the ball game, where the Brook-
lyn Ballet Company’s performances 
will enhance hardball lovers’ cultural 
minds as well as their enjoyment of an 
evening of fun at the ballpark —  and 
they’ll be rewarded with a free drink 

and hotdog for their getups.
But will baseball fans really dress 

like ballerinas?
“Nobody likes turning down free 

food,” said Cyclones spokesman Ja-
son Solomon.

Throughout the night, fans who go 
the extra mile to make their night mem-
orable — and one more hotdog hap-
pier — will feel right at home as both 
professional and student dancers dem-
onstrate ballet styles from the baroque 
and beyond, right on the field. 

The announcers won’t miss a beat, as 

they call the historical significance of 
each performance, rattling off ballet facts, 
like the 1954 franchise debut of chore-
ographer George Balanchine’s still run-
ning Tchaikovsky Ballet, the “The Nut-

cracker,” at New York City Center.
And before the players come back on 

to the field, the history lesson will con-
tinue, as the folks in the booth will also 
share some relevant baseball history, 
like how in 1955, the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers won the World Series against the 
Yanks — making the night interesting 
for sports and dance junkies alike.

Even if Clones fans may not know 
what a pas de deux is — it’s dance’s 
answer to the duet — they’ll see it per-
formed on the ball field by a lovely 
dancer dressed as King Louis XV’s 

saucy mistress, Madame Pompadour, 
partnered with the Cyclone’s monarch of 
clown magic, King Henry, should add a 
dose of comedy to the moving art.

It’ll be a true marriage of baseball 
and ballet.

“She’s more serious,” said Solomon. 
“King Henry’s a little more silly.”

Take me out to ballet!
Clones fans will get a dose of dance, if they dare

Baseball meets ballet: Brooklyn Cyclones Shortstop Phillip Evans‚ 
— wearing a black tutu — hoists aloft dancer Miku Kawamura, who 
will be dancing in an excerpt of the pop-up, hip-hop “Nutcracker” at 
MCU Park on July 23.
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Ballet at MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. between W. 19th. and W. 
17th streets in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497, brooklyncyclones.com] 
July 23, 7 pm. Tickets $10 ($9 in 
advance).

B A L L E T
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763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown, 
Brownstone Brooklyn 
and Bay Ridge. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient package. It’s one-stop 
shopping with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN EDITION

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

My 17-year-old daugh-
ter declared that 
the army is in her 

future, and now I am ques-
tioning how she reached that 
conclusion — and if I’m un-
patriotic because my gut re-
action to this pronouncement 
was “No, no, no!”

That’s because when I 
think of the army, I think 
of service, training, de-
ployment — and a couple 
of things called guns and 
missiles. And that scares 
me. Apparently it doesn’t 
scare her.

So how did a liberal, 
pro-choice, Jewish femi-
nist chooses to enlist.

It’s not like my family has 
a long military tradition, but 
my father did proudly serve 
in the Navy during World 
War II (it’s even possible he 
was so eager to enlist that he 
might have signed up a little 
before his 18th birthday. One 
of his great disappointments 
was the failure of the Navy 
to send him overseas).

I’m sure I’ve told her about 
those Thanksgivings when 
I was little when two young 
sailors would appear at our 
door in their dress blues, with 
white caps in hand, sent to 

ing grounds, I haven’t tried 
to talk her out of military 
service. Instead, I talked to 
her about the pros and cons 
of the other armed forces and 
what it would take for her to 
go to West Point. 

Of course once my little 
girl turns 18, there’s noth-
ing I could do if she wan-
ders into the Armed Forces 
Recruiting Center and signs 
her name. 

She wants to do some-
thing important and I’ve 
come to understand she 
has a strong sense of patri-
otism and a desire to serve 
her country, and maybe that 
is my, um, fault. 

But I know for a fact that 
if a day comes when I see her 
in uniform, polished shoes, 
and pressed lapels, I will still 
feel scared — but I’ll be very, 
very proud.

My little girl in the army?

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

us by the U.S.O. 
f rom Great 
Lakes Naval 
Training Cen-
ter. Different 
recruits arrived 
each year, al-
ways polite and 
from some far-
away state, a little home-
sick, missing the holiday 
with their families. This was 
symbolic of my father’s sense 
of connection and duty to 
the Navy.

But I want still to blame 
all the action movies she’s 
watched featuring smart, at-
tractive Americans who al-
ways triumph over the ter-
rorists and drug lords. But 
I also wonder if there are 
ways I may be at fault for 
this thought getting into her 
head. It’s not like I wear a 
flag pin all the time, but am 
one of those guys who takes 
his hat off and sings along 
with the National Anthem 
and I remember saying the 
pledge of allegiance, hand 
over heart, looking at the 
flag, every day at school. I 
talk with my kids about the 
Constitution and things that 
make our country great. 

Even though I dread the 

possibility of losing my first 
born to a roadside bomb in 
the Middle East or a helicop-
ter accident on some train-

The Abe Stark Arena is 
only opened on weekends 
and school holidays from 
October through April. 

It’s usually closed in the 
summer as the ice is al-
lowed to melt — providing 
a smooth, oval rink that’s 
perfect for roller derby ac-
tion.

The increasingly popular 
activity is a contact sport 
that pits two teams of 14 
players against each other, 
with five members from each 
team skating counter-clock-
wise around the track at all 
times during matches.

Things get interesting 
during a series of two-
minute rounds called jams 
in which both teams desig-
nate a scoring player, called 
the jammer, who attempts 
to rack up points by lap-

ping members of the op-
posing team.

The remaining players, 
known as blockers, try to 
stop the jammer from lap-
ping their teammates at all 
costs.

That’s where the fun, and 
the crashes, begin.

And roller derby isn’t just 
for women.

Guys from the home-
town favorites the New York 
Shock Exchange will take on 
members from the St. Louis 
GateKeepers in Coney Is-
land during the August dou-
ble-header.

Roller derby at the Abe 
Stark Arena [1902 W. 19th 
St. near Surf Avenue in Co-
ney Island, (718) 946-3135; 
www.gothamgirlsrollerd-
erby.com] on Aug. 11 at 
5 pm. Online tickets are 
$19.99, $25 at the door.

sumption — will prepare and 
sample doggie dishes such as 
turkey “muttloaf” and salmon 
cakes, learn why homemade 
canine cuisine is delicious and 
healthy for pooches, and get a 
copy of Woodford’s book.

Woodford, who lives in 
Portland, Ore., says mak-
ing fresh food for dogs can 
improve their health — and 
that it’s not all that different 
than serving people with di-
etary restrictions. 

“Cooking for a dog is much 
like cooking for a diabetic 
child or a partner with heart 
disease,” said Woodford, who 
argues dogs need diets that 
are low in salt, spices, and 
fat. “Dogs will have the same 
reaction to good foods that 
people do. My big mantra is 
phytochemicals and antiox-
idants — the more of those 
foods you’re giving them, 
the better they’ll be in the 
long run.”

Woodford says dogs can 
even learn to love the healthy, 
fresh food that people asso-
ciate with farmers markets 

and gardens. 
“Our dogs love kale 

and the fava beans we 
just harvested,” said 
Woodford. “I’d rather 
give a dog a carrot than 
a milk bone any day,” 
he said.

Brooklyn Kitchen’s 
upcoming class is cer-
tainly not the first sign 
that the borough’s dogs have 
started to refine their palates: 
Robbie Dawg, Inc. began sell-
ing  organic dog biscuits  in 
Red Hook in 2004, and the 
hometown dog food entre-
preneurs behind Evermore 
Pet Foods were so proud of 
their hormone- and antiobi-
otic-free pup chow that they 
 ate it for a month  to  prove it 
was good stuff .

Woodford says he’s not 
worried about pleasing the 
potentially picky and jaded 
big city pooches in Brook-
lyn. 

“I’ve been trying to turn 
all the dogs in Portland into 
foodies,” he said. “When 
these dogs get hold of my 
muttloaf, none of them are 
going to complain!”

Continued from page 1

DERBY...

tiques, but I will check 
it out,” said Fulton Mall 
consumer Simba Yangala. 
“Maybe I can find some-
thing there that would be 
good for a gift.” 

The pending Brooklyn 
Industries is only the lat-
est new clothier slated to 
set up shop Downtown. The 
trendy chain H&M and the 
discount department store 
Century 21 are both plan-
ning to open in the neigh-
borhood.

But not everyone is happy 
with the changes on the Ful-
ton Mall, which for decades 
was a bustling retail strip ca-
tering primarily to African-

American shoppers before a 
new wave of costlier chains 
opened for business.

Lucas Shapiro, a se-
nior organizer with Fami-
lies United for Racial and 
Economic Equality, says the 
street will soon be out of 
reach to the shoppers who 
frequented it for years.

“Some of the cheer-
leaders of the new devel-
opment talk about it as a 
renaissance, but the Ful-
ton Mall was a successful 
commercial corridor before 
all those changes,” Shapiro 
said. “Now the stores are 
targeting a different price 
point than matches the peo-
ple who live here.”

ing availability,” the study 
notes. “[M]any residents are 
likely to question why they 
should be required to regis-
ter their vehicles, obtain per-
mits, and pay at least $50 a 
year with no guarantee that 
their ability to find parking 
would improve.”

The proposal would also 
reduce “economic and so-
cial vitality” of arena-side 
neighborhoods by barring 
visitors from other areas 
from parking at all times 
— and the sale of permits 
likely wouldn’t cover the 
cost of the program itself, 
the city says.

But residents of Park 
Slope, Prospect Heights, and 
Fort Greene say the city over-
looked one important fac-
tor — the permits wouldn’t 
just give Brownstone Brook-
lynites a chance at finding 
parking near their homes on 
event nights, they’d also send 
a message to arena-goers that 
they shouldn’t drive to the 
stadium in the first place.

“They missed the point,” 
said Prospect Heights resi-
dent Gib Veconi. 

The decision, which was 
first reported by  the blog At-
lantic Yards Report , comes 
after arena developer For-
rest City Ratner released a 

And he disputes the 
notion that cooking special 
meals for dogs is excessive.

“How can it be pamper-
ing if you’re just feeding them 
real food? I’m not feeding 
them filet mignon,” he said. 
“It should not be a crime to 
give a dog a carrot.”

The folks behind Brook-
lyn Kitchen agree. 

“Dogs are people, too,” 
said co-owner Taylor Erk-
kinen.

DIY Meals and Treats 
for Dogs with Rick Wood-
ford at Brooklyn Kitchen 
[100 Frost St. between 
Leonard Street and Man-
hattan Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg (718) 389–2982. 
www.thebrooklynkitchen.
com] July 28, 2 pm. $25. 

Continued from page 1

DOGS...

Continued from page 1

FULTON...

long-awaited traffic plan 
showing the stadium will 
get roughly  twice as much 
railway service but half as 
many on-site parking spots  
— just 541 on-site spaces — 
as previously planned when 
it opens in September.

The Department of 
Transportation report says 
the Barclays Center is us-
ing incentives to “promote 
the use of mass transit” and 

Continued from page 1

PARKING... “encourage fans to pre-pay 
for parking in off-street ga-
rages.”

The report also indicates 
the agency will consider the 
parking proposal again after 
Barclays Center opens.

The city’s decision frus-
trates some politicians who 
say the permits are needed 
as a preventative measure.

“[The city] does not feel 
it’s needed to protect our 
community — I disagree,” 
said Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D–Fort Greene).
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LITTLE CHEESEBURGER

Best Fries in Brooklyn By Citysearch

100% FRESH BEEF -- NO FILLERS OR PRESERVATIVES

#1 RATED

BEST BURGER

Park Place - Park Slope - Metrotech Center - Brooklyn Heights - Cobble Hill - Bay Ridge - Flatbush Ave

Flatbush Ave.
1 Flatbush Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11217
Tel: 718-422-1192

Park Place
164 Park Place

Brooklyn, NY 11217
Tel: 347-889-7300

Park Slope
284 7th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11215
Tel: 718-499-9380

Metrotech Center
2 Metrotech Center
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: 718-852-9380

Brooklyn Heights
138 Montague St.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
Tel: 718-797-9380

Cobble Hill
266 Court St.

Brooklyn, NY 11231
Tel: 347-799-2902

Bay Ridge
8510 5th Ave.

Brookyln, NY 11209
Tel: 718-921-9380
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