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By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

The Atlantic Terminal side-
walk “sarcophagi” have been rele-
gated to the land of the dead.

Workers ripped out controver-
sial giant granite bollards that ob-
structed the sidewalk in front of 
the Long Island Rail Road station 
on July 24 to make room for a 

newer, sleeker set of car-block-
ers  promised by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority .

The rectangular boulders, 
which critics claim resembled 
Egyptian tombs, were designed 
to prevent vehicles from ramming 
into Atlantic Terminal. But the 
sizable security structures also 
blocked commuters at the busy 
entryway to the station — add-

ing ire to eyesore.
And their removal couldn’t 

have come soon enough, strap-
hangers said.

“If something practical comes 
along, like a bench, that’d be 
great,” said passerby Robert 
Entrekin.

Transit officials installed the 
huge bollards after renovating 

STONES ROLLED
Two years later, Atlantic Terminal bollards ripped out
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HERE’S THEHERE’S THE

Construction workers removed giant granite bollards that obstructed the sidewalk in 
front of Atlantic Terminal since a 2010 station renovation.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Long Island College Hospital laid 
off 150 employees last Friday in a ma-
jor bloodletting at the ailing medical 
institution.

The University Hospital of Brook-
lyn at LICH — a newly restructured 
hospital that merged with SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center last year 
— gave 30 days notice to the termi-
nated workers, according to spokes-
woman Zipporah Dvash.

The terminations are the result of 
“serious financial pressure” afflict-
ing the Hicks Street hospital, Dr. Ian 
Taylor, officer-in-charge of SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center, said in 
a statement.

“While the precarious financial sit-
uation has forced these difficult deci-
sions, I remain confident we will con-
tinue to provide outstanding care to 
our patients, education to our students, 
and commitment to our research and 
surrounding communities throughout 
this process,” he said. 

The layoffs are scattered through-
out the cash-strapped medical cen-
ter’s departments, and some workers 
received severance while others did 
not, according to a hospital source 
who spoke on the condition of an-
onymity.

The insider said LICH, which now 
has more than 300 beds, is planning to 
downsize to a 220-bed facility.

Floors will close, but none of the 
hospital’s departments are slated to be 

LICH layoffs
Cobble Hill hospital cuts 150 jobs

Employees at Long Island Col-
lege Hospital were shocked to 
hear that 150 workers will lose 
their jobs.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Monster, a Brooklyn Brewery 
mouser whose carefree charm 
helped him become the beer 

maker’s Williamsburg mascot, 
passed away on July 23 from 
liver failure. He was 13.

The beloved feline grew into 

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s not brown and it’s not 
made of stone, but a foam-cov-
ered Park Place abode merges 
classic brownstone looks with 
green Park Slope sensibilities, 
according to its owner and de-
signer.

Other than its gray hue, the 
newly renovated home near the 
corner of Fifth Avenue looks 
like a typical Slope row house 
from the outside — but the 
foam-sheathed edifice is ac-

tually the city’s first example of 
a new environmentally sound 
style of design intended to re-
duce energy consumption by 
nearly 70 percent.

“When we started the ren-
ovation, the actual brown-
stone face veneer was fall-
ing apart,” said Julie Torres 
Moskowitz, the Williamsburg-
based architectural designer 
behind the project. “Rather 
than use epoxy and spend all 
this time fixing this thing that 
was destroyed, we went with 

this foam facade.”
“It looks just like a brown-

stone, but the cornice is fi-
berglass not wood — and it’s 
super energy efficient,” said 
Moskowitz, whose  Fabrica718 
firm oversaw the eco-friendly 
rehab of the building , dubbed 
“Tighthouse.”

At the behest of the prop-
erty owner, Moskowitz ret-
rofitted the home with an 
expanded polystyrene foam 
facade around its brick bones 

Now it’s foamstone Brooklyn
Eco-townhouse has a new take on borough’s architectural icon

The foam facade will help save money on heat.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A soon-to-open shuffleboard 
bar will bring the old folks’ game 
back to Brooklyn — but neighbors 
of the sprawling Gowanus venue 
fear the kitschy sport will come 
hand in hand with loud parties 
and inebriated revelers.

The owners of the planned 
watering hole the Royal Palms 
hope to open a grocery-store sized 
venue featuring regulation-length 

courts, a full bar, and live music 
on Union Street near Third Ave-
nue early next year.

But some residents are already 
fighting the proposal, saying 
the too-big space will turn the 
quiet block into booze-soaked 
hub for loud hipster games that 
are anything but grandparent-
approved.

“This is a nice quiet neighbor-
hood [but] you’re gonna bring a 

Scuffl e over
shuffl eboard
Planned Florida-inspired bar 
stokes fear of crowds, noise

Jonathan Schnapp and Ashley Albert say 
more than half their planned Gowanus bar 
the Royal Palms will be dedicated to the 
game shuffleboard.
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shuttered, according to the source.
The hospital workforce was crushed 

by the news.
“It’s really sad — these are people’s 

jobs and it happened so suddenly,” said 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Atlantic Avenue will become a park-
ing paradise that’s easier for pedestri-
ans to cross, say Boerum Hill neigh-
bors and merchants who convinced 
the city to ease no-standing regula-
tions on the busy roadway after nearly 
two decades.

The Department of Transportation 
finally agreed to remove signs barring 
parking during rush hour from the south 
side of Atlantic Avenue — freeing up 
about 100 new parking spaces between 
Smith Street and Third Avenue by con-
verting a section of asphalt that was 
a part-time moving lane into a park-
ing-only path.

Business owners are rejoicing, say-
ing the years of watching their patrons 
rush out to beat the tow trucks that 
began circling in the afternoon were 
maddening. 

“Everyone was getting towed, said 
Yip Mark, a restorer at Circa Antiques. 
“Exactly at 4 pm, the tow trucks were 

Atlantic’s space odyssey
After years of complaints, parking will get easier

Activist Sandy Balboza and Ra-
chel Leibowitz, of Circa Antiques, 
celebrate new rush-hour parking 
rules on Atlantic Avenue.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A plan to build a North Brooklyn 
public boathouse has been floating 
up Newtown Creek without a pad-
dle for nearly a year and a half — 
and if it doesn’t reach shore by 2015 
it might be sunk entirely, water lov-
ers fear.

The proposed Greenpoint boathouse 
navigated the tumultuous currents of 

governmental approvals last year, get-
ting the go-ahead despite protests from 
the city about the possible health risks 
associated with recreation on the pol-
luted canal.

But since state authorities signed 
off on a four-year commitment to  give 
at least $3 million to build the boat-
house to make amends for sullying 
Greenpoint’s fetid waterway , there has 

G’point’s plan hasn’t set sail yet

A planned boathouse would make it easier to kayak down New-
town Creek (pictured) — but little progress has been made.

Boathouse adrift
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Monster, the cat who served as the unofficial mascot of 
the Brooklyn Brewery, has passed away.
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Ode to a cat

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

The G train extension will 
not expire.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Au-
thority plans to make 
permanent a once-
at-risk addition to 
the G line, that pro-
vides one-seat ser-
vice between North and 
Brownstone Brooklyns.

The five bonus stops 
— which provide one-seat 
service between North and 
Brownstone Brooklyns — 
will officially become part 
of the cross-borough train’s 

route after they are included 
in the agency’s $29 million 
dollar budget, said MTA 
spokesman Kevin Ortiz.

The much-needed 
service will improve 
transit connectivity, 
transportation offi-
cials said.

“There seems to 
be a real need for it,” 

said MTA board mem-
ber Allen Cappelli.

The G train  originally ter-
minated at Church Avenue  
when it first rolled through 
the borough in 1937 as the 
“GG,” and continued to do 

Extension of 
G train saved By Ben Muessig

The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Heights will boast 
the city’s first boutique climbing 
gym, according to a fitness en-
trepreneur who says bigger isn’t 
necessarily better.

Tomas Anthony hopes to open 
the  Everyday Athlete  rock wall as 
early as next month in a narrow 
Clinton Street storefront with 18-
foot high ceilings that he says are 
perfect for bouldering — an in-
creasingly popular sport in which 
climbers ascend short, challeng-
ing routes with no ropes and only 
a padded floor below for protec-
tion if they fall.

“My hope for it is that it be-
comes a community magnet for 
people who love to climb,” said 
Anthony, a Brooklyn native who 

Heights ready to rock
Brooklyn is getting another climbing gym

grew up working on his climbing 
technique on the granite base of 
the Brooklyn Bridge.

The new gym is only 20 blocks 

away from the sprawling Brook-
lyn Boulders — a giant facility 
with roped climbing and boulder-

A new rock-climbing gym will open in Brooklyn Heights — 
and its owner hopes the Clinton Street facility will foster a 
friendly community of bouldering enthusiasts.
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See BOLLARDS  on page 10

See LICH  on page 10See SHUFFLE  on page 9

See FOAM  on page 9

See PARKING  on page 9See BOATHOUSE  on page 10

See G TRAIN  on page 9
See ROCK  on page 10 See MONSTER  on page 10
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Cyclones 1

Yankees 0
July 19 at Richmond County 

The Clones edged out the 
hated Staten Island Yankees 
in a 15-inning squeaker on 
the Rock where both teams 
struggled to get a single run 
on the board.

Brooklyn managed a vic-
tory in one of history’s greatest 
pitching duels or worst batting 
performances after third base-
man Dimas Ponce smashed a 
double in the top of the 15th. A 
single by right fielder Jonathan 
Clark advanced Ponce to third, 
leaving him in a perfect spot 
to run home on a sac fly.

The Yanks tried to rally, 
when Coney closer Tyler Van-
derheiden walked a batter and 
plunked another, but Yan-
kees second baseman Jamiel 
Orozco chopped a grounder 
to second, resulting in an ex-
citing 4–6–2 double play that 
ended the game with a dra-
matic play at the plate.

Yankees 4

Cyclones 2
July 20 at MCU Park

Hated cross-Narrows ri-
vals the Staten Island Yan-
kees pounded Clones starter 

six hits, and no walks.
Brooklyn designated hitter 

Alexander Sanchez put the 
Clones on the board in the 
bottom of the fourth with an 
RBI line drive that sent short-
stop Philip Evans home. But 
the Yanks rallied in the sev-
enth, evening the score.

In the bottom of the 12th 
inning, third baseman Dimas 
Ponce — who went four for 
five on the night — slapped 
a ground ball into left field 
for single. Catcher Kevin 
Plawecki then chopped a 
grounder up the middle to send 
Ponce to third. Sanchez came 
up to bat and smacked a third 
grounder to drive in Ponce and 
give Brooklyn the win.

Aberdeen IronBirds 2

Cyclones 0
July 23 at MCU Park

The bottom-feeding Ab-
erdeen IronBirds kept the 
Cyclones off the scoreboard, 
knocking Brooklyn down to 
second place in the division 
in a shutout at home.

The IronBirds capitalized 
on the three hits and four walks 
Mini-Mets starter Julian Hi-
lario allowed over six innings, 
putting up their first run in 
the fourth and another in the 
sixth. Again, the Cyclones of-
fense failed to deliver.

man lifted the reviled Yan-
kees over the Mini Mets.

Clones designated hit-
ter Jeffrey Glenn got on the 
board in style at the top of 
the third frame with a dinger, 
giving the Cyclones an early 
lead. But starter Clones Luis 
Cessa let the Yanks even the 
score with an RBI double in 
the fifth.

Skipper Rich Donnelly 
switched Cessa for Bow-
man at the top of the sixth, 
but quickly regretted his de-
cision: the righty out of Prince-
ton immediately gave up a sin-
gle followed by a homer. The 
Clones offense failed to deliver 
throughout, posting just three 
hits after Glenn’s homer.

Cyclones 2

Yankees 1
July 22 at MCU Park

Brooklyn topped the hated 
Staten Island Yankees in a 
walk-off win in the 12th to 
split a four-game cross-bor-
ough series — and end a five-
game home losing streak.

In what would become the 
second extra innings face-off of 
the series, Clones starter Han-
sel Robles pitched an astound-
ing eight innings of ball, strik-
ing out nine Baby Bombers and 
retiring batters in order five 
times while giving up one run, 

Luis Mateo as the pride of 
Coney Island fell at MCU 
Park.

Mateo gave up an RBI sin-
gle to the Baby Bombers in 
the second and let two more 
cross the plate in the follow-
ing inning. Clones catcher 
Kevin Plawecki put the Mini-
Mets on the board in the fifth 
by driving in second base-

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The Cyclones are having 
trouble at home.

Brooklyn’s Boys of Sum-
mer are just two games away 
from first place in the NY–
Penn League’s McNamara 
division, but they’re playing 
sub-.500 baseball in front of 
their devoted fans in Coney 
Island.

The Clones are 12–5 when 
they’re out of town, but at 
MCU Park they’re just 9–10 
— a lackluster record that 
started turning south when 
the ailing Jamestown Jam-
mers roughed them up for 
three games in a row earlier 
this month.

Last week, fans saw the 
Clones drop two games to the 
hated Staten Island Yankees 
in Coney Island — then win 
two when they played on the 
other side of the Narrows be-
fore losing again at home to 
the Aberdeen IronBirds.

Skipper Rich Donnelly 

is confounded by the team’s 
home turf struggles.

“I don’t know what it is,” 
said Donnelly. “But what are 
you supposed to do? Stay in 
a hotel, so it feels like you’re 
on the road? Wear gray uni-
forms?”

Right fielder Jonathan 
Clark — who’s batting .318 
when he gets away from MCU 
Park compared to a paltry .105 
at home — says MCU Park 
plays tricks on the Clones.

“I think a lot of times with 
the short fence at left field 
people aim for a home run, 
and it alters their swing,” said 
Clark, a lefty who claims he 
hasn’t been going for oppo-
site field shots to left.

And it’s not just the of-
fense that’s ailing under the 
Coney Island sun.

Pitcher Rainy Lara boasts 
an ERA of 1.69 when he takes 
the mound on the road — 
but he’s racked up an ERA 
of 5.06 at home.

“At home, you’re more 

Home fi eld 
mine fi eld
Clones struggling in Coney

comfortable, and maybe 
sometimes you relax in situ-
ations where you shouldn’t,” 
Lara said through translator 
and second baseman Richie 
Rodriguez.

Donnelly claims the 
team’s uninspired play at 
home is something plenty 
of normal, healthy, suc-
cessful teams go through 
at some point. 

“If you look at the Chi-
cago White Sox, the Atlanta 

Braves, they have better re-
cords on the road than at 
home, and they’re doing 
fine,” he said.

But Donnelly admits he 
wants to see more out of 
his team when it takes the 
field in front of its loving 
Brooklyn fans.

“The ones who come out 
to see us here are Cyclones 
fans,” he said. “They come 
to see us win, not to see 
us lose.”

Clones skipper Rich Donnelly says he has no 
idea why his team is killing it on the road and 
getting killed at MCU Park.
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Clones give up top spot

The
Ride
man Richie Rodriguez, but 
Mateo surrendered a homer 
to Staten Island second base-
man Jamiel Orozco at the top 
of the sixth to leave the score 
at 4–1.

Brooklyn right fielder 
Eudy Pina smacked an RBI 
line drive to left field in the 
next inning, and relievers 
Beck Wheeler and Ernesto 
Yanez silenced the Yanks’ 
bats the rest of the game, but 
it was too little, too late.

Yankees 3

Cyclones 1
July 21 at MCU Park

A two-run blast off Cy-
clones reliever Matthew Bow-
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops in three Brownstone 
Brooklyn precincts ticketed 
just two speeding motorists 
 for the second straight month  
— a disturbing trend that 
could cost pedestrians their 
lives, politicians fear.

Officers in Park Slope’s 
78th Precinct  did not issue a 
single speeding ticket  in June 
— echoing their approach 
to speeding enforcement 
in May, records indicate. 
Cops at the 77th Precinct 
in Prospect Heights and 
Crown Heights followed 
suit,  giving out no speed-
ing tickets last month  after 
issuing just one over the pre-
vious 30 days, while police 
at Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill’s 88th Precinct  ticketed 
two speeding motorists , up 
from one in May.

Elected officials say the 
stats show a frightening pol-
icy of inaction.

“The reason why so many 
ghost bikes are in our neigh-
borhood is that they’re a sym-
bol of all the fatalities we have 
experienced,” said Council-
woman Letitia James (D-
Fort Greene). “The NYPD 
needs to get serious about 
drivers who speed.”

The NYPD did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment, but community leaders 
were quick to say the depart-
ment’s lack of speed-limit 
enforcement runs directly 
contrary to another city 
campaign: an aggressive 
anti-speeding  initiative by 
the Department of Transpor-
tation  that uses billboards, 

Fast and furious
Pols outraged at cops for not ticketing speeders

Police in Park Slope, Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, Prospect Heights, and Crown 
Heights only ticketed two speeding drivers — for the second month in a row.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

ads, and  “slow zones”  in an 
attempt to coerce drivers into 
 slowing down .

“I don’t think that one 
side of City Hall is commu-
nicating with the other,” said 
James. “The NYPD is again 
on its own in not coordinat-
ing with all the other initia-
tives that are being put forth 
to address speeding.”

Other neighborhood lead-
ers say cops must rethink 
their priorities.

“Our precincts need to 
do more, and residents in 
the area expect more,” said 
Councilman Steve Levin (D-
Downtown), who once  used 
a radar gun  to prove that 88 
percent of motorists on At-
lantic Avenue exceed the 30-
mile-per-hour speed limit. 
“People speed down Atlantic 
Avenue at many times of the 
day, especially when there is 
no traffic. I see it every day 

from my office.”
James and Levin said they 

asked NYPD brass to address 
reckless driving at a council 
hearing on traffic enforce-
ment in February — a meet-
ing where the department ad-
mitted it issued nearly  twice 
as many tickets to cyclists  as 
it did to truck drivers in 2011. 
Both politicians say they are 
still awaiting an official re-
sponse.

Cops at the 88th Precinct 
have only ticketed 18 speed-
ing motorists all year, but 
the enforcement drought ap-
pears to have begun in re-
cent months in Park Slope, 
Prospect Heights, and Crown 
Heights.

Data from the first four 
months of 2012 shows that 
the 77th and 78th precincts 
averaged nine and 20 speed-
ing tickets per month, respec-
tively, until May, when the 

numbers dropped.
Not that police weren’t out 

there targeting motorists. Cops 
in the three precincts issued a 
combined 513 tickets to driv-
ers using cellphones behind 
the wheel in June alone.

Other Brownstone Brook-
lyn precincts issued slightly 
more speeding tickets — with 
cops at Brooklyn Heights, 
Downtown, and DUMBO’s 
84th Precinct  doling out six  
in June, and the 76th Pre-
cinct, which covers Cobble 
Hill, Carroll Gardens, and 
Red Hook,  leading the pack 
with eight .

Pedestrians say motorists 
in the neighborhoods treat 
the streets like speedways.

“It’s scary around here — 
people drive like they’re on 
a highway,” said Fort Greene 
resident Nancy Finton as she 
walked down Lafayette Ave-
nue with her young son.

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Aviators 
won’t be coming back to 
Floyd Bennett Field, accord-
ing to the minor league team’s 
head coach.  

Coach Rob Miller con-
firmed fears that the two-
year-old hockey squad will be 
going the way of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers this week after 
signing on to lead a new crew 
of stick men in Georgia.

Miller said he accepted 
the coaching gig with the 
Augusta River Hawks af-
ter he was told that the A’s 
wouldn’t have a third sea-
son at the Aviator Sports and 

Events Center. 
“There’s no more team in 

Brooklyn,” he said. 
Calls to Aviator Sports and 

Events Center were not re-
turned. Neither were calls to 
the Federal Hockey League, 
the organization the Aviators 
skated under. But the league 
released a schedule on Tues-
day that did not include any 
Aviators games.

 Whispers of the team’s de-
mise began in March, when 
owner Brian O’Donahue ad-
mitted that he was looking 
for new investors.  

“It’s no secret that this 
hockey team is not a mon-
ey-making operation, but we 

know it can be,” O’Donahue 
told this paper. “That’s why 
we’re looking for alternate 
sources of income. We’re tak-
ing it step by step and hope 
that nothing about the team 
will change.”

Miller said the team had 
become more trouble than 
it was worth for Aviator 
owners.

“They just decided to rent 
the ice to the high schools and 
other places, and not really 
have to worry about a team,” 
the former A’s coach said.

Miller said he is expect-
ing to make the move south 
next month — and he plans 
to take a few of his former 

Aviators hang up 
hockey sticks

players with him.
“Nothing’s official yet, 

but I am talking to some of 
them,” Miller said.

Still, he says he’s going 
to miss his time at the Han-
gar.

“It was fun,” he said. “It 
gave me my first opportunity 
to coach professional hockey, 
it’s got a little place in my 
heart for sure.”

The Brooklyn Aviators 
exploded onto the minor-
league scene during the Fed-
eral Hockey League’s debut 
season in 2010.

The A’s won 21 straight 
games that year, ending the 
season as the Federal Hockey 
League’s top-ranked team be-
fore falling to the hated Akwe-
sasne Warriors in the fourth 
round of the Commissioner’s 
Cup series.

Last season was less im-
pressive: the Aviators fin-
ished in fourth place before 
being defeated by the loathed 
Danbury Whalers in the first 
round of the playoffs.

By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

Two new bus routes will 
ferry commuters around the 
bustling but transit-starved 
neighborhood of Williams-
burg under a new Metropol-
itan Transportation Author-
ity plan.

Transit officials an-
nounced on July 19 that 
they want to create a new 
route to serve the burgeon-
ing Williamsburg waterfront 
and restore the B39 — an 
express bus and L train al-
ternative that traversed the 
Williamsburg Bridge until it 
was  eliminated during bud-
get cuts in 2010 .

The planned waterfront 
line will provide a vital transit 
link for residents of new de-
velopments west of Bedford 
Avenue, supporters say.

“Thousands of new res-
idents have moved to the 
Williamsburg waterfront in 

Buses galore for Billyburg

the last few years, but we’ve 
needed transit service to meet 
our neighborhood’s growth,” 
said state Sen. Dan Squad-
ron (D–Brooklyn Heights). 
“This new bus route, com-
bined with L train and B39 

increases and other improve-
ments, is an important step 
toward providing residents 
and businesses with the ser-
vice they need.”

North Brooklynites 
cheered the return of the 

B39, saying the route could 
alleviate some crowding on 
perpetually packed rush hour 
trains.

The proposed North 
Brooklyn bus routes are part 
of a $29 million MTA plan 
that also calls for  making a 
beloved but at-risk extension 
of the G train permanent , and 
creating a new bus route that 
will link DUMBO, Down-
town, and the Navy Yard — 
an area dubbed the “Tech Tri-
angle” by politicians.

Squadron, who will work 
with community leaders to 
help draft the new Downtown 
route, says the bus line will 
help Brooklyn remain on the 
forefront of technology.

“Brooklyn’s tech industry 
is changing the face of New 
York and now, we’ll have a 
bus route that will allow the 
booming ‘Tech Triangle’ to 
continue to grow and inno-
vate,” he said.

This file photo shows the B39 bus before transit of-
ficials eliminated the line due to budgetary woes.
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

The specialists at New York Methodist
Hospital are a step ahead in using robotic
surgery to treat conditions in a growing
number of fields including  gynecological
and urologic disorders, thoracic surgery,
prostate cancer, and more. This tech-
nique is known to be extremely precise,
with fewer complications – and typically re-
sults in a quicker recovery, less pain, and
shorter hospital stay for patients.  That
means you can get back more quickly to
what’s most important.  Your life.

“I needed surgery but 
couldn’t be out of 
commission for too long.”

www.nym.org

Institute for Advanced and 
Minimally Invasive Surgery

We fixed that.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops arrested a man ac-
cused of threatening a woman 
with a gun and stealing her 
iPhone and MacBook while 
she dined outdoors at a Bond 
Street restaurant on July 19. 

The perp approached the 
victim as she sat at a sidewalk 
cafe table at the eatery be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Pacific Street at 4:06 pm. 

“Don’t do anything, don’t 
say anything, don’t move,” he 
allegedly said to her as he dis-
played a silver firearm.

The victim handed over 

her iPhone and MacBook 
and the crook fled, but po-
lice cuffed a suspect a short 
time later.

Museum heist
A thief stole valuable cas-

ings from the Transit Mu-
seum on Schermerhorn Street 
sometime between July 13 
and 15. 

An employee at the mu-
seum at Boerum Place told 
police that two glass light-
bulb casings were missing 
when he came into work on 
July 16. The casings are worth 
$750 each, police say.

Chain snatch
A bandit stole a man’s 

chain right off of his neck 
on a 2 train in the Borough 

Hall station on July 17. 
The victim told police 

he was on the train near Jo-
ralemon and Court streets 
at 2:17 pm when the thief 
grabbed the $400 necklace 
and dashed off of the train. 

The 53-year-old man gave 
chase and caught up with the 
crook, but he wasn’t able to 
retrieve the jewelry and suf-
fered a cut to the left forearm 
during the incident.

Silver stealers
Crooks snuck into a jewelry 

store on John Street and stole 
bling and a bike on July 15. 

Cops say surveillance vid-
eos from the showroom be-
tween Jay and Bridge streets 
show multiple burglars climb-

ing through a second-floor 
window at 8 pm. The sneaky 
thieves got away with $1,000 of 
silver jewelry and a bicycle.

Church jerk
A sinning purse-snatcher 

stole a woman’s pocketbook 
in a church on Remsen Street  
on July 21. 

The victim told police 
that she was in the church 
between Henry and Clinton 
streets at 2:45 pm when she 
briefly put her purse down on 
the pew. When she returned, 
the purse was gone, along 
with $80 and several credit 
cards that were inside of it.

— Alfred Ng

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bad directions
A perp struck a man in 

the back and took his cash on 
Fifth Street on July 18.

The 27-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
at 12:20 pm when a woman 
asked him, “How do you get 
to the subway?” 

A second person then 
struck the victim in the lower 
back with a blunt object — 
before snatching his cash and 
jumping in a light-colored se-
dan. Police are investigating 
if the two people were work-
ing together.

Oh, god!
A perp swiped a laptop and 

some charity money from a 
synagogue on Eighth Avenue 
between July 14 and 17.

The 43-year-old victim 
told cops she locked her office 
at Park Slope Jewish Center 
near 14th Street at 2 pm, then 
came back three days later 
and discovered her laptop — 
and $100 worth of donations 
— had vanished.

Xanny pack
A jerk swiped a fanny pack 

full of drugs from a restau-
rant-goer on Fifth Avenue 
on July 20.

The 53-year-old victim 
told cops he was eating at 
Daisy’s Diner near Eighth 
Street at 12 am when he went 
outside for a cigarette. He 
set his fanny pack on top of 
a bike, finished his smoke, 
then went inside. 

When he came back for 

the pack a minute later, it 
was gone, along with Xanax 
medication, eyeglasses, and 
a credit card inside.

Bad Apple
A jerk shoved a man to 

the ground on Eighth Ave-
nue on July 16 — and ran 
off with his iPod.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops he was near Sixth 
Street at 11:15 pm when a thug 
pushed him over and snatched 
the gadget before running to-
wards Prospect Park.

Passport pinch
A perp stole a purse from 

a woman at a bar on Fourth 
Avenue on July 22.

The 19-year-old victim told 
cops she was at the Cherry 
Tree Bar near Bergen Street at 
1 am when she set her Minelli 
handbag, full of credit cards 
and a French passport, on a 
chair. An hour later, it was 
gone. 

Rooftop arrest
Cops arrested a man who 

they say stole a cellphone 
from a shopper at a bodega 
on Fifth Avenue on July 18.

The victim told police 
he was inside Slope Natu-
ral Foods near Saint Marks 
Place at 10:50 pm when a man 
grabbed a Blackberry phone 
from his hand, then ran into a 
nearby building and climbed 
to the roof.

Cops arrested a 21-year-
old suspect the same day.

Sackett swipe
A creep stole a fancy cell-

phone from a woman on Fifth 
Avenue on July 20.

The 25-year-old victim 
told cops she was near Sackett 
Street at 10:30 pm when the 
perp grabbed the iPhone from 
her hand and ran away.

— Natalie O’Neill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Gun stop
A gun-wielding bandit 

robbed a man on Fulton Street 
on July 19 — taking off with 
the victim’s iPhone.

The 32-year-old victim told 
cops he was at Washington 
Avenue at 3:45 am when the 
crook approached him with a 
gun. The victim handed over 
his duffel bag and phone.

Bike bilk
A crook broke into a house 

on Clinton Avenue and stole 
a bike on July 16.

The 38-year-old victim 
told cops that he discovered 
the doors to his home between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue broken open at 7:30 am 
and his fancy bike gone. 

Rocked
Police arrested a man and 

a woman who they say as-
saulted two people on Ful-
ton Street on July 20.

The victims told cops they 
were waiting for a train at the 
station at Flatbush Avenue 
at 4 am when a man and a 
woman started hitting them 
with rocks. 

Jail cell-ular
A violent thug attacked a 

teenager on Lafayette Ave-
nue on July 21 — and took 
off with his phone. 

The 14-year-old victim 
told cops he was at St. James 
Place at 1:20 pm when the jerk 
approached him, said, “Pass 
that phone,” threw him to the 
ground, and took the cell.

Bike theft
A crook stole a $1,500 bike 

strapped to a car on Vander-
bilt Avenue on July 22.

The victim told cops he 
left the bicycle locked to a car 
between DeKalb and Lafay-
ette avenues at 11:40 am, and 
returned 10 minutes later to 
find the ride had vanished.

AC-ya
A crafty crook broke into 

an apartment on Willoughby 
Street on July 18, and left with 
the tenant’s laptop. 

The 26-year-old victim 
told cops he left his place at 
Waverly Avenue at 9 am, re-
turning at 2:20 pm to find that 
the crook had removed the 
air-conditioning unit from his 
bedroom window and taken 
his laptop.

My house
A sneaky thief broke into 

an apartment on Washington 
Avenue on July 21.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops she was asleep at 
7 am when her boyfriend 
noticed a man in her apart-
ment between Lafayette and 
Greene avenues. 

After the man stated that 
he used to live in the apart-
ment, the victim’s boyfriend 
told him to leave, which he 
did, though the victim no-
ticed her wallet was missing 
when she woke up.

Phone snatch
A jerk stole a woman’s 

cellphone right out of her 
hands on Clermont Avenue 
on July 16.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops she was at DeKalb 
Avenue at 9:25 pm talking on 
her phone when the crook 
grabbed it.

Subway robbery
A crook stole a cellphone 

from a bag left in a Flatbush 
Avenue store on July 16.

The 20-year-old victim 
told cops she was in the Sub-
way near Fulton Street at 6 
pm when she left, leaving be-
hind her bag containing her 
cellphone. 

When she returned a half 
hour later, she found her bag, 
but not her phone. 

— Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

A Bronx tale
Three thugs brutally 

mugged a Bronx woman for 
her iPhone on Third Avenue 
on July 17, police say.

The victim said that she 
was with a friend between 
93rd and 94th streets at 2:55 
am when the trio approached 
them.

“You’re about to get 
ripped,” one of the goons 
said, before grabbing the out-
of-borough visitor. The brute 
then twisted her arm while 
he pocketed her phone. 

Park attack
Five goons surprised and 

brutally beat a man for $160 in 
Leif Ericson Park on July 17.

The victim reported that he 
was sitting on a bench near the 
corner of 66th Street and Ninth 
Avenue at 2 am when a young 
woman approached him and 
asked for a cigarette. 

When the man replied that 
he had none, five men jumped 
out, put him in a choke hold, 
and started punching him in 
the face. The villains then 
grabbed his bag and stole his 
money before fleeing.

TV party
A jerk broke into a Bay 

Ridge woman’s Senator 
Street apartment and made 
off with her TV on July 3.

The woman told police she 
left her home between Third 
and Fourth avenues at 6 pm 
and returned at 8:30 pm to 
find that her door had been 
pried open and her 36-inch 
Samsung was gone.

— Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

W’burg mug
An aggressive lout ha-

rassed a young man on Jack-
son Street on July 19 — until 
the victim was scared enough 
to hand over his Galaxy cell-
phone. 

The victim told police he 
was near Woodpoint Road on 
his way home from summer 
school at 10:15 am when the 
man walked up and yelled, 
“If you don’t give me your 
phone, I’ll hit you.” 

The victim crossed the 
street, but the perp followed 
and kept yelling until the vic-
tim handed over his phone. 

Ding dong
A woman found herself in 

the presence of a scary brute 
when she opened the door to 
her Monitor Street apartment 
on July 22.

The victim told cops she 
was in her apartment at noon 
when the bell rang. She hit the 
buzzer to let the stranger, think-
ing it was her friend. But when 
she opened the door, the man 
forced his way in. 

When she told the man she 
would call the police, he re-
portedly said, “This is how 
people get hurt.” He then then 
kicked the wall, causing about 
$50 in damage, she said. Police 
arrested a suspect close by.

Take it with you
A thief snatched a bag 

from a McCarren Park vis-
itor on July 14.

The victim told police she 
was relaxing in the park at 
6:30 pm when she went to use 
the park’s restroom, leaving 
her bag unattended. When 
she returned, it was gone. She 
later found someone used her 
debit card.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

No angels
A gang of violent thugs 

walked into Angel’s Food 
Market on Lorimer Street 
on July 22 — and walked 
out with about $800. 

An employee at the store 
near Ten Eyck Street told po-
lice that the men came up to 
the counter at 4:30 pm and 
attacked her with a ham-
mer. She sustained multi-
ple lacerations to the face 
and a head injury, and she 
lost consciousness. 

When she awoke, the men 
were gone and the cash had 
been taken from the register, 
she told police. The store had 
no surveillance video and no 
arrests have been made. 

Silent thieves
Two sneaky bandits 

opened a man’s backpack 
— and stole its contents — 
on Bushwick Avenue on 
July 20.

The 22-year-old victim 
told police he was wearing 
headphones and was near 
Borinquen Plaza at mid-
night when he felt a push 
on his back. When he turned 
around, several items fell out 
of his backpack and two men 
grabbed the goods and ran.

The victim chased the rob-
bers, but they got away. 

Ill-gotten goods
Cops arrested two women 

who they say tried to steal 
items from a clothing store 
on Graham Avenue on July 
21 — and attacked employees 
who confronted them.  

Employees at Shopper’s 
World at Varet Street told po-
lice the two women entered at 
12:15 pm. One woman put 43 
items into her bag and tried to 
leave the store without paying 
for them, according to wit-
nesses. When three employ-
ees tried to stop the women, 
the would-be thieves alleg-
edly attacked, punching and 
slapping the workers multi-
ple times.

One of the employees sus-
tained swelling to the side of 
her head that required treat-
ment. 

Armed mugging
Three pistol-packing teens 

mugged a group of five men 
near the Marcy Avenue sub-
way stop on July 20, police 
said. 

The victims told police 
they were between Rodney 
and S. Fifth streets at 1 am 
when the gunmen surrounded 
them and took their property 
from their pockets. Cops ar-
rested two teens and recov-
ered a wallet containing $158 
and a victim’s ID. 

Tall tale
A 51-year-old man told po-

lice that he was the victim of 
a home invasion robbery at 
his Moore Street apartment 
on July 19, but later admit-
ted that he had stolen from 
his roommate and created the 
invasion story as a cover-up, 
officials said. 

The man originally told 
investigators that he was re-
turning to his apartment near 
Manhattan Avenue at 10:10 pm 

when he was approached by 
three hooded men, who com-
manded him to open his door. 
He said the thugs then pushed 
their way in, showed him a gun, 
and took $3,000 from a metal 
box in a hallway closet. The 
money, the man told police, be-
longed to his cousin, who was 
not home at the time.

But, police said, a few 
days later, the man relented 
and told them that there was 
no home invasion, and that 
he was the one who took the 
money.

Bike-by
A friendly bike-riding rob-

ber snatched a woman’s purse 
off of her shoulder on Bog-
art Street on July 19.

The 20-year-old victim 
told police she was near Harri-
son Place at 9 pm when a man 
rode up on a medium-sized, 
dark-colored bicycle, and said 
“Hi.” He then grabbed her bag 
and pedaled away The pock-
etbook contained her phone, 
$150, a debit card, a Metro-
card, and a wallet. 

— Danielle Furfaro

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Flower thief
Cops are trying to track 

down a plant-obsessed perp 
who stole flowers from a 
Court Street bodega on 
July 14.

The crook approached the 
shop between Congress and 
Amity streets at around mid-
night, grabbed flora sitting 
outside the storefront, and 
fled in the direction of At-
lantic Avenue.

A store worker told police 
the bodega had already been 
victimized by a flower thief 
in a previous incident. Inves-
tigators are still working the 
case — but a police source 
shared a possible motive.

“It’s not a large quantity 
of flowers, but I guess he has 
a girlfriend or something,” 
he said.

Thick as thieves
A chubby teenager 

punched a woman in the head 
in a botched July 19 mugging, 
according to police.

The 24-year-old victim 
told investigators she was 
at the corner of Hunting-
ton and Columbia streets at 
5:55 pm when a young, Rube-
nesque assailant slugged her 
in the back of the head with 
a closed fist.

The victim managed to 
hold onto her iPhone and 
the perp fled.

Junk food 
Cops arrested two teen-

aged girls for trying to steal 
Gatorade, soda, candy, 
and marshmallows from a 
Smith Street pharmacy on 
July 23.

The suspects — both 16 
years old — hid a bottle of 
Sprite, two sports drinks, 
a pack of Sour Patch Kids, 
and some marshmallows in 
a purse at around 12:45 pm 
and tried to walk out of the 
Rite Aid at Warren Street, 
according to police.

The total value of the 
failed heist amounted to a 
little more than $12.

Just checking
A scammer tried to spend 

five fake travelers checks at 
Urban Outfitter on Atlan-
tic Avenue — but cashiers 
turned the crook away on 
July 23.

The perp tried to pass off 
the bogus checks — each 
worth $100 — at around 2 pm, 
but when workers couldn’t 
verify the notes, the thief 
fled from the hipster shop 
between Clinton and Court 
streets empty-handed.

Van brute
A robber stole a woman’s 

wallet in a July 23 mugging 
at the corner of Van Brunt 
and King streets.

The perp grabbed the 23-
year-old woman’s arm and 
yanked the wallet from her 
grasp at around 9:40 pm, 
then fled with an accom-
plice. They escaped with 
her debit card and drivers 
license.

Bike bandit
A thief stole a fancy Ital-

ian bicycle near the corner 
of Smith and Fourth streets 
on July 20.

The 27-year-old vic-
tim locked up her Pelizzoli 
Leggenda bike — valued at 
$1,500 — at around 1 pm. 
When she returned at 2:30 
pm, the chain had been cut 
and the two-wheeler was no-
where to be seen.

 — Ben Muessig

Sidewalk cafe-goer robbed as she dined
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Future fail
The evil robots are taking over — one Fa-

cebook update at a time.
In the comedic musical “2010: Our Hideous 

Future,” the dystopian visions of the future found 
in films such as “The Terminator” and “Blade 

Runner” fall flat with ter-
rifyingly intelligent robots 
using social networking to 
control humanity.

“We use the language 
of these big-budget mov-
ies to make fun of mod-
ern mundane technol-
ogy,” said director Carl 
Danielson.

But not everything is 
worth laughing at, as an environmental disaster 
brings the human race to its knees, giving the ro-
bots full reign. And when a heroine rises to face 
the robots — her warm-blooded friends are hav-
ing trouble seeing what all the fuss is about.

“That struggle between sacrificing every-
thing to fight for humans, and succumbing to 
accept current technology to enjoy simple plea-
sures is a major conflict,” said actress Kamela 
Dolinova who plays the heroine.

2010: Our Hideous Future: The Musical at 
Triskelion Arts [118 N. 11th St. betw. Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in Williamsburg. 
(718) 599–3577, www.triskelionarts.org]. Aug. 
3, 8 pm, $10. — Max Molishever

T H E AT E R

One of Brooklyn’s foremost bards has written 
a new collection of poems set in a gritty Brook-
lyn of years past.

The book “A Night in Brooklyn,” is un-ironic 
and sincere, with D. Nurkse, a former Brook-
lyn poet laureate and recipient of a Guggenheim 
fellowship, finding in-
spiration in such people 
and places like a Hoyt 
Street window washer 
and a Bushwick plexi-
glass factory.

Still, Nurkse, a Ken-
nsington resident who 
has lived in Brooklyn 
since 1973, says he ap-
preciates the new side 
of Brooklyn, too.

“People in Brooklyn used to pride themselves 
on their ability to endure; it was a culture based 
on solidarity and suffering and enduring hard-
ship,” said Nurkse. “And now a culture based on 
a new coffee shop and individualism is a little 
bit more about hedonism. But people are more 
intellectually curious now and there’s a beauty 
to that, too.”

D. Nurske at BookCourt [163 Court St. betw.
Pacific and Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677] on Sept. 12 at 7 pm. Find “A Night in 
Brooklyn” there, as well.  — Eli Rosenberg

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he “G” on this train stands for gen-
trify.

A renowned architect is giving a G 
train-centric tour of cutting-edge and con-
troversial new buildings, offering view-
ers a nuanced glimpse at the way Brook-
lyn is changing.

The riding-and-walking tour features 
more than 20 structures near the line’s 
stations and is hosted by John Hill, author 
of “Guide to Contemporary New York 
City Architecture.”

“It’s a great way to get out on foot and 
see the city — and some of the borough’s 
most striking buildings,” Hill said.

The tour offers fun facts, architec-
tural insights, and stories behind struc-
tures such as the Barclays Center, the 
Pratt Institute buildings, and Williams-
burg’s Wythe Hotel.

Hill said he planned the tour around 
the high-profile G train — which was 
recently  at risk of losing a five-stop ex-
tension  linking north and brownstone 
Brooklyns — because many of his fa-
vorite modern architecture sites are lo-
cated along the line.

Tour-goers will meet at the Hoyt–
Schermerhorn station, ride north then 
walk to sites, including sleek modern 
townhouses and a residential building 
made of shipping crates.

Hill said he chose to showcase the still 
under construction Barclays Center, in 
part because of its rusty looking exte-
rior,  public plaza,  and “ahead-of-the-
curve” design. 

And while the metrocard trip isn’t quite 
like the architecture tours of other cities, 

such as the famed Chicago boat tour or 
the quaint cable-car rides of San Fran-
cisco, Hill, who guided a similar tour 
along the High Line (in that other bor-
ough), said he’d make it worth shelling 

out $35 to see sites that are normally free 
in order to learn about some of the city’s 
most fascinating neighborhoods and their 
architectural quirks.

“Brooklyn is such a magnet for cul-

ture — and this is a way to see more of 
it,” he said.

G train tour [160 Schermerhorn St. 
at Hoyt Street in Downtown, (212) 
601– 1000] Aug. 11.  $35.

Poetic past
R E A D I N G

Muppetry
M U S I C

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

G train safari
Your guide to boro icons along the Brooklyn Local

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE
Open Tuesday to Sunday  

for Lunch, Dinner, Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

Feluccio

Authentic Italian Cuisine & 
Neopolitan Pizza

Look for us on Facebook & Yelp
Open Tues-Thurs 5-11, Fri 5-12, Sat 12-12
BRUNCH: Sat, Sun, 12–3 pm, 2 courses,  
Unlimited Mimosas, $13.95 per person

364 Prospect Avenue
(corner of Seventh Avenue)

718-768-0202

CRAFT BEER & WINE

Are Back  5-7PM
at our Indoor Bar or 
Outdoor Garden Area

with an All New Outdoor Bar

Enjoy ½ Off the Mexican side of 
our Menu and “Cool Off” with 

$350 DRINK SPECIALS
Frozen Margaritas, Daiquiris, 

Piña Coladas, Sangria & Mexican Beers
Brunch Saturday & Sunday $12.50 pp 

includes Mimosa or Bloody Mary

114 Bay Ridge Ave. • 718-833-8865
 www.casapepe.com

Are Back  5-7PM
at our Indoor Bar or 
Outdoor Garden Area

with an All New Outdoor Bar

Authentic 
Spanish & 
Mexican 
Cuisine

Barclays Center: Ever 
wonder why Brooklyn’s new 
arena has rusty-looking pan-
els? The new home of the 
Brooklyn Nets has “pre-
weathered” exterior meant to 
evoke Brooklyn’s old brown-
stone buildings, alongside a 
public plaza that links to the 
Atlantic Center subway sta-
tion — and was first designed 
to be much bigger.

Higgins Hall at Pratt 
Institute: A raging fire de-
stroyed this branch of the 
university, prompting a vi-
brant new architectural de-
sign that glows soft yellow 
light at night. The structure 
features glass planks, trans-
lucent installation and two-
fold skylights that architects 
rave is an “ingenious urban 
infill,” linking the campus 

to the surrounding neigh-
borhood.

Wythe Hotel: Wil-
liamsburg’s converted fac-
tory hotel features 72 in-
dustrial-chic rooms and a 
modern art-inspired “hotel” 
sign that lights up at dusk. 
The luxury hotel’s stripped-
down interior features iron 
columns, timber planks and 
worn-out ceiling tracks. Its 
innovative design was cre-
ated to maximize skyline 
views.

351 Keap Street 
homes: Brooklyn’s first 
“shipping crate container” 
home taps into a hip ur-
ban architecture trend, 
is big enough to fix two 
families — and has a roof 
deck to maximize views 
and space.

Subway trip reveals our most striking buildings
Take a tour through Brooklyn’s changing architectural landscape with expert John Hill and see 

some of the most striking structures in the borough. These are four of the attractions he’ll cover on 
his tour — which you can go see yourself without him — but then you’ll  miss him divulge his knowl-
edge about the buildings’ architecture and histories. 

All aboard: G train tour-goers will learn about Barclays 
Center, the new home of the Brooklyn Nets, which fea-
tures private space and a public plaza.
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Bring your kids, but only if they have good 
taste in singing puppets.

Many adults — some of them parents — who 
remember Kermit’s soft delivery and Monster’s 
guttural wisdom can enjoy the classic hits from 

the Muppets’ adven-
tures, including their 
1979 and 2011 mov-
ies, and the televised 
“Muppet Show,” live 
at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell, courtesy of 
a pop tunes cover band, 
the Loser’s Lounge. 

The 11-piece band 
will feature seven dif-
ferent singers, singing 

up to seventeen songs such as “I’m in Love with 
a Big Blue Frog,” by Peter, Paul, and Mary, from 
the first season of the Muppet Show, or the biz-
zare “Hugga Wugga,,” also from the show. 

Crooners will include Robin Goldwasser, who 
has performed with They Might be Giants, Anna 
Copa Cabanna, whose rendition of “It’s Not Easy 
Being Green” is on  YouTube , and psycho-cab-
aret singer and co-founder of Loser’s Lounge, 
Nick Danger, doing his best Kermit the Frog, 
Fozzie the Bear, and Rowlf the Dog.

After the live music is over, the original “Mup-
pet Movie” will screen, giving some kids a chance 
to meet the Muppets for the first time while 
longtime fans can relive their youth.

The Loser’s Lounge play the Muppets, and 
“The Muppet Movie” (1979) at Prospect Park 
band shell [Ninth Street and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope. (718) 683–5600.] July 28, 
6:30 pm. Free. — Sol Park   
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the stressed lighting, the scarred 
backdrops—and labeled the work 
an affront to the elite status of the 
American Olympic athletic team. 
Such criticisms miss the work’s pow-
erful and nuanced compositions 
and display of personality. Here 
we see real individuals at the peak 
of their athletic career in ordinary 
and impromptu poses, sometimes 
playful, some quite intense, in an 
unplanned setting. You will not 
see world-class athletes like this 
anywhere. POWERHOUSE Arena 
Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 10 
am – 7 pm, Thursday – Friday: 10 
am – 8 pm, Saturday: 11 am – 8 pm, 
Sunday: 11 am – 7 pm. Free. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

FILMS, ROOFTOP FILMS: Grandma 
Lo-Fi: Grandma Lo-Fi: The Base-
ment Tapes of Sigríður Níelsdót-
tir (Orri Jónsson, Kristín Björk 
Kristjánsdóttir, Ingibjörg Birgisdót-
tir | Iceland | 62 min.) The story of 
Sigríður Níelsdóttir, who recorded 
600 songs in seven years, mixing 
together the sounds of household 
items, pets, found toys, and a Casio 
keyboard, achieving cult status 
among Icelandic musicians. . 8:00 
PM Doors Open 8:30 PM Live Music 
9:00 PM Film Begins 11:30 PM-
Reception in Courtyard 12:30 AM 
$12 online or at the door. $12. 8:00 
PM. Old American Can Factory [232 
Third St. (718) 417–7362], rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

SUN, JULY 29
MUSIC, CLASSICAL GUITARIST 

BRYAN KARUNDENG: Come hear 
the virtuoso stylings of guitarist 
Bryan Karundeng at the Waterfront 
Artists Coalition’s exhibit “What is 
Color?” Free. 1 pm. Waterfront Art-
ists Coalition [499 Van Brunt Street, 
at the pier in Red Hook, (718) 596-
2506]. 

ART, MODUS VIVENDI, PIEROGI’S 
SUMMER SHOW: Modus Vivendi, 
Gallery 1 and 2. Opening Recep-
tion Friday, 6 July. 7-10pm. A 
group exhibition including Reed 
Anderson, Nadja Bournonville. and 
Hugo Crosthwaite. Free. 12:00 
am. Pierogi Gallery [177 North 
9th Street, (718) 599-2144], www.
pierogi2000.com. 

MON, JULY 30
BOOKS, BOOKS BENEATH THE 

BRIDGE: Word Bookstore: This in-
augural outdoor literature series will 
feature 6 nights of outdoor read-
ings by authors, followed by a Q&A. 
Each night will be curated by a 
local, independent bookstore. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park [334 
Furman Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222-9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

TUES, JULY 31
MUSIC, TOAD THE WET SPROCKET: 

Named in honor of a sketch by the 
Monty Python comedy troupe, this 
4-piece band of Santa Barbara, 
CA high school cronies came to be 

SAT, JULY 28
THEATER, THE TRAGEDY OF 

OTHELLO, THE MOORE OF 
VENICE, DIRECTED BY MARK 
HARBORTH: The Gallery Players 
is proud to present The Tragedy 
of Othello, the Moor of Venice, its 
fourth annual production of Shake-
speare in the Summer. Othello runs 
from Thursday evening July 19th, 
through Sunday afternoon, August 
5th. $18.00. 7:30. Gallery Players 
[199 14th St., between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352-3101], galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, THE WAYNE TUCKER QUIN-
TET AT THE WATERFRONT ART-
IST COALITION: Come hear the 
soulful trumpeting and versatile 
palette of The Wayne Tucker Quin-
tet at the Waterfront Artists Coali-
tion’s exhibit “What is Color?” Free. 
1 pm. Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[499 Van Brunt Street, at the pier in 
Red Hook, (718) 596-2506]. 

THEATER, “BROADWAY IN BAY 
RIDGE”: A musical revue of the 
most memorable show tunes fea-
turing members of the Narrows 
Community Theater’s Summer 
Youth Ensemble. $15 ($10 seniors 
and children under 21 years of age). 
2 pm and 8 pm. Ft. Hamilton Army 
Base Theater [101 St. and Ft. Hamil-
ton Parkway in Bay Ridge, (718) 482-
3173], www.nctheaterny.com. 

MUSIC: Caveman, Skaters, and The 
Denzels.: Caveman is equal parts 
chamber pop, dreamscape, and 
horror fi lm score. Skaters emerged 
onto the Lower Manhattan scene in 
the beginning of 2012, playing their 
brand of eclectic and dynamic punk 
music to consistently packed ven-
ues and parties. And the Denzel’s 
songs are absolutely pop at heart, 
with endearing hooks and jangly 
guitars, but there’s an edge that 
makes them emanate a New York 
kind of cool. Free with RSVP. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC: Nicky Da B: Nicky Da B is 
a new generation New Orleans 
Bounce artist who is coming into 
national prominence in the foot-
steps of Big Freedia. At 21 years 
old, Nicky has already shared the 
stage with all the legends of the 
Bounce community and has trav-
eled with Rusty Lazer to New 
York for a run of amazing shows in 
January and March of this year. $10. 
11:30 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

BOOKS, EXHIBITION: Olympic 
Portraits by Joe Klamar: Olympic 
Portraits by award-winning Agence 
France-Presse photographer, Joe 
Klamar consists of color portraits 
shot by Klamar at a Dallas, Texas 
hotel during the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee’s Media Summit this May. 
Many of the photographs were fi rst 
met with harsh criticism from a bevy 
of news sites and photo blogs quick 
to highlight the images’ alleged 
defects—citing the off-hand poses, 

known as Toad the Wet Sprocket 
in 1986. To this day, their mellow, 
melodic folk-pop sound made them 
one of the most successful alterna-
tive rock bands of the early 1990s. 
$20. 6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

BOOKS, “THE AGE OF MIRACLES” 
BY KAREN THOMPSON WALKER 
FEATURING THE AUTHOR IN 
CONVERSATION WITH HANNAH 
TINTI: Karen Thompson Walker, 
author of the critically acclaimed 
debut novel The Age of Miracles, 
discusses her new novel with writer 
and literary woman-about-town 
Hannah Tinti. From a stunning 
new literary voice, Walker, comes 
a brilliantly conceived debut novel 
about a girl and her family, living 
in extraordinary times. Luminous 
and haunting, The Age of Miracles 
beautifully maps the effects of di-
sasters large and small, on the lives 
of ordinary people, and in particu-
lar, on a girl named Julia. Drinks will 
be served. Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WED, AUG. 1
BOOK LAUNCH: 10 Girls to Watch: 

Join Brooklyn author Charity Shum-
way to celebrate her debut novel 
about stumbling through the early 
years of adulthood while taking (or 
not taking) the advice of the women 
who’ve gone before you. Please 
RSVP. Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

THURS, AUG. 2
MOVIES, SYFY MOVIES WITH A 

VIEW: Wet Hot American Sum-
mer (R): This is the 13th season of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s movie series 
on Thursdays this summer. Shorts 
are curated by BAMcinématek, and 
DJs from Brooklyn Radio kick off 
the evening. Bike valet provided by 
Transportation Alternatives. Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park [334 
Furman Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222-9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, A VERY SPECIAL EDITION 
OF BOWL TRAIN, FEATURING 
BIZ MARKIE(DJ SET): The legend-
ary Biz Markie brings more than 
25 years of solid hip-hop acumen 
and an overwhelming fan-base that 
stretches from New York City to 
Japan to Europe. Biz has defi ned 

WHERE TO
SUNDAY
July 29

Canal party
This backyard dance 
party in the bald, tree 
speckled, Gowanus 
Grove is turning a 
hundred  — a hun-
dred parties. To cele-
brate, Mister Sunday 
Night is making the 
first two hours of this 
summer-afternoon-
to-evening event free 
for those who RSVP 
to mister@mistersat-
urdaynight.com. After 
several days of thun-
der storms, Sunday 
should be a refresh-
ingly dry day to enjoy 
some music, drinks, 
food, and dance.

3 pm at the Gowanus 
Grove [400 Carroll St., at 
Bond Street, mistersatur-
daynight.com]. $10.

MONDAY
July 30

Happy feet
If you’re not done 
dancing on Sunday, 
then don’t stop. On 
Monday, groove to the 
genre bending 
remixes of musician 
Gregg Gillis, a.k.a. Girl 
Talk, at Coney Island, 
and enjoy a screening 
of “Girl Walk // All 
Day,” a feature-length 
dance music video 
about three dancers 
exploring the New 
York City urban land-
scape, celebrating the 
freedom of movement 
and giving permission 
to anyone who wants 
to boogie down the 
boardwalk.

7 pm music and dancing, 
8:30 pm film at Coney 
Island beach [3059 West 
12th Street, www.roof-
topfilms.com] Free.

TUESDAY
July 31

Club concert
His latest album cover 
has him wearing what 
appears to be an elab-
orate, beaded and 
gem studded, piece of 
orthodontic head gear. 
Orlando Higginbot-
tom goes by the musi-
cal pseudonym Totally 
Enormous Extinct 
Dinosaurs,  and his 
music has a digital sen-
sibility with dashes of 
jazzy showiness, lend-
ing his infectious 
dance music a com-
puter-nerd sensitivity 
that is both mesmeriz-
ing and seductive.

8 pm at Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 North 
Sixth St., between Wythe 
and Kent avenues, (718) 
486–5400]. $15 advance, 
$20 doors.

THURSDAY
August 2

Food guy 
Ted Allen first caught 
our eyes on a TV show 
as one of a group of 
gay gentlemen with a 
mission to fix straight 
men, winning our 
hearts with quick, easy, 
and classy ways to get 
clever in the kitchen. In 
his book, “In My 
Kitchen,” you get to 
see how this Fort 
Greene resident keeps 
his food frozen in plas-
tic containers, each fas-
tidiously labeled. Listen 
to him talk with food 
writer Gabrielle Lang-
holtz, and enjoy a tast-
ing of Ted’s Campari 
acai punch afterwards.

7:30 pm at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland Avenue, 
(718) 246–0200, green-
lightbookstore.com]. Free.

FRIDAY
August 3 

That jam
The TV show Portlan-
dia can also be called 
“How I got over my 
hatred for hipsters 
and embraced the 
music.” Watching the 
talented and funny 
star of the show, Car-
rie Brownstein — who 
may only play a hip-
ster — perform on 
stage with her very 
good rock band, the 
Wild Flags, may help 
you get over your 
prejudice against pre-
ciousness and just 
Celebrate Brooklyn.

7pm at Prospect Park 
band shell [Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West 
in Park Slope. www.bri-
cartsmedia.org]. Free.
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HAPPY 
HOUR 2 for 1 

Daily

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MOSFTGREENE
LOOK US UP ON TWITTER.COM/MOSFTGREENE
WWW.MOSFTGREENE.COM
80 LAFAYETTE AVENUE BROOKLYN NY  |  718-797-2849

KARAOKE
(KARA-MO-KE)

TUESDAYS

9PM-1AM HOSTED BY 
SHELLY WATSON

MO’ FUNNY SUNDAYS
HOSTED BY Dave Lester & Friends

9PM-11PM 

LIVE DJ’S
10PM-4AM 

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays

Doing it wrong: See award-winning photographer Joe Klamar’s 
controversial depictions of Olympic of athletes such as Jonathan 
Horton (above), at the PowerHouse Arena. 
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Store Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm 
& Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm, 
Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room 
before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and 
every personality. With natural wood interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and 
a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and remodelers 
choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and 

where New York parents fi nd 
help, info and support.

Great Articles 

A Happening Calendar

Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
NYParenting@cnglocal.com

718-260-4554

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Hillside [70 Hudson Ave., at Water Street in Vinegar Hill, (718) 522–7957, 
www.hillsidevhbk.com]. Open Mon–Thu, 6 pm–11 pm; Fri, 6 pm–11:30 
pm, Sat, Sun, 9 am–11:30 pm. 

By Sol Park
The Brooklyn Paper

W
e’re all very proud of Michael 
Phelps and the other Amer-
icans heroically competing 

in sports we don’t normally care 
about, but it wouldn’t be the Olym-
pics without cheering guiltlessly for 
some other country’s team.

And this year, with the games 
back in London for an unprece-
dented third time, there’s no bet-
ter bandwagon to jump on than 
Team Great Britain.

Thankfully, Brooklyn’s ties with 

England are deep — and 
largely based on drinking.

Expats and anglophiles 
alike will f lock to bars 
across the borough to root 
for athletes they’ve never 
heard of in games they don’t 
understand, said Jennifer 
Colbert, co-owner of the 
Bay Ridge’s beloved Eng-
lish, and well, Welsh bar 
Longbow Pub & Pantry.

“Last Olympics, curling was 
the big thing,” said Colbert, who 
will let bar patrons choose which 
events to watch. 

“People were really into bobsled-
ding, too — sometimes you can’t 
predict what will capture people’s 
imaginations.” 

For the Brit pack, the biggest 
event of the year will likely be 
England’s all-encompassing pas-
sion: something they like to call 
“football.”

“Soccer will be the most watched 
thing by English patrons,” said Vin-
cent Evans, co-owner of Monro 
Pub in Park Slope, who expects 
bar-goers to be captivated by the 
Brits first appearance on the Olym-
pic stage since 1972.

(The long absence, your new 
British friend at the pub will gladly 
explain, has absolutely nothing to 
do with English soccer talent).  

Cycling will come a close second 
at Monro Pub after English biker 
Bradley Wiggins became the first 
Brit to win the Tour de France last 
week — a sporting achievement 
that drew bicycle-loving blokes to 
pop in at the pub during the early 
hours of the day throughout the 
three-week race.

And despite the fact that Brit-
ish food generally gets a bad rap 
for being as bland and unappeal-
ing as British weather, the Long-
bow has a section of their exten-
sive menu devoted to “chips,” carry 
standard English fares like shep-
herd’s pie, and serve a very good 
burger, as well.

But don’t let all this British na-
tionalism scare you — the Long-
bow, Monro Pub, as well as Eng-
lish pubs such as Williamsburg’s 
Gordon Bennett and Park Slope’s 
Black Horse Pub serve plenty of 
English suds that should keep fans 
of Team Great Britain and back-
ers of Team USA in good spirits, 
no matter who medals.

Cheers to the Brits!
Toast English Olympians at these Brooklyn pubs

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his summer, Coney Island is 
coming to Bay Ridge.

The visionary behind the 
iconic sideshow murals of sword 
swallowers and fire breathers — 
on the Coney Island USA build-
ing at the corner of Surf Avenue 
and West 12th Street — is set to 
open an exhibit of her work at the 
Art Room school on Third Ave-
nue between 87th and 88th streets 
on August 4. 

For the Gravesend-born Marie 
Roberts, an exhibit in Bay Ridge 
will fulfill a childhood dream. 

Her family drove into the neigh-
borhood every year when she was 
just a young girl, to marvel at the 
Bay Ridge Community Council’s 
Halloween Window-Painting Con-
test — which Roberts said was her 
first real exposure to art. 

“My father would take me to 
see these windows and I remem-
ber wishing that someday I could 
be as good an artist as that,” said 
Roberts. “I think that looking at 
those Bay Ridge windows as a child 
helped instill my love of public 
art, of having real art in accessi-
ble places so that all people could 
see it. That’s what we do at the 
sideshow.”

Roberts’s roots in the People’s 
Playground run deep: one of her 
uncles was a talker at the Dream-
land circus sideshow in the 20s, 
while two others were working the 
infamous Dante-themed Hellgate 
ride the night it burst into flames 
that torched the entire amuse-

ment park.
Her father served as chauffeur 

to the legendary freak show per-
former Zip What Is It.

In 1995, Roberts — then an art 
teacher at Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity — approached Coney Island 
USA founder Dick Zigun about her 
interest in the banners for Zigun’s 
new building.

It’s a gig that wound up becom-
ing her own.

“I fell in love with this Ameri-
can genre,” said Roberts. “It was 
a project which utilized all of my 
training as an artist and also drew 

upon my family roots.”
Today Roberts’s studio sits above 

the Coney Island USA sideshows 
— where her canvas murals for 
the venue’s acts have earned her 
national attention. 

When the Art Room opened in 
2010 and began offering painting 
and drawing classes to neighbor-
hood kids, its owners Leigh Holli-
day and Justin Brannan — longtime 
fans of Roberts’s work — asked her 
to create a banner for the school. 
This year, they are debuting their 
professional artist exhibition pro-
gram. For Roberts, it’s another op-

portunity to make her art — from 
her murals to smaller watercolor 
drawings to Asian-style scroll 
paintings — available to the peo-
ple of her native borough.

“I love that the Art Room is a 
space dedicated to art in the heart 
of Brooklyn,” Roberts said. “I am 
delighted that Bay Ridge has em-
braced it for all that it has to of-
fer its younger — and now older 
— denizens.”

Marie Roberts at the Art Room 
[8710 Third Avenue between 87th 
and 88th Streets in Bay Ridge. (347) 
560–6572]. Aug. 4, 8 pm. Free.

Sideshow art show in Ridge
Coney Island artist turns gallery into People’s Playground

Freak show gallery: Artist Marie Roberts has created murals celebrating Coney Island’s famous 
sideshows for 17 years now.

Expat pride: Owner of the Park Slope pub the 
Monro, Vincent Evans welcomes patrons to come 
get their English fix.
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Longbow Pub & Pantry (7316 Third 
Ave., between 73rd and 74th streets), 
Monro Pub (481 Fifth Ave., between 
11th and 12th streets), Gordon Bennett 
(109 S. Sixth St., between Bedford Ave-
nue and Berry Street), Black Horse Pub 
(568 Fifth Ave., between 15th and 16th 
streets), and Soccer Tavern (604 Eight 
Ave., between 60th and 61st streets).
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By Camille Sperrazza
Raffaele D’Agostino, owner of 

Feluccio Italian Restaurant, built the 
place, in every sense of the word. 

When he retired from his career as 
a general contractor, he decided to pur-
sue his dream of opening a restaurant, 
designing and creating the establish-
ment with his own hands. It’s a so-
phisticated decor, with ceiling-to-floor 
windows and doors that provide street 
views. Glistening wood floors comple-
ment spacious, darker wood tables and 
chairs. A bar, with intriguing wines and 
artisan beer, is to one side of the room. 
It’s obvious that thought has gone into 
the restaurant’s design. Opened in Jan-
uary, it’s all spotless and new. 

Just as he made sure that every brick 
of the restaurant was placed to his sat-
isfaction, so is D’Agostino as particu-
lar about the food serves at his place. 
In fact, it’s a family affair.

D’Agostino’s nephew, Tony, is a 
culinary-schooled chef. His “pizza 
man,” as he affectionately calls him, 
is from Naples. Both Tony and the “pizza 
man” bring the standards and ethics 
D’Agostino values to the restaurant, 
which carries his nickname he got while 
growing up in Italy, “Feluccio.”

The restaurant doesn’t hold too 
many people, and D’Agostino wants 
it that way. 

“Small places make better food,” he 
says. “It’s all about quality.” 

Pizza is one of the menu’s fixtures, 
and there are some unique toppings. 
For example, the Americana features 
hot dogs, sweet corn, and French fries, 
all topped with fresh mozzarella and 
tomato sauce.

The salmon cappuccio, offered 
as a special, mixes salmon, arugula, 
ricotta, caviar, and heavy cream with 
mozzarella and sauce. The chef is not 
afraid to take chances when it comes 
to combining pizza toppings. Such in-
sight stems from Naples, where you 
can find just about every imaginable 
topping put on a pie. 

For the less adventurous, there 
are pizzas with more traditional 
toppings.

Complimentary bruschetta — 
fresh-cut tomato, drizzled with Bal-
samic vinegar over toasted bread, 
is presented upon beautiful white 
plates. Starters such as verdure ripi-
ene di carne — stuffed peppers, zuc-
chini, and eggplant — offer a lovely 
display of green and red vegetables, 
topped with tasty stuffing, brought 
to the table against stark white serv-
ing platters — a treat for the eyes as 
well as the taste buds.

A salad of mixed greens is presented 
in a delicious cheese basket. Slices of 
black olives, an abundance of green 
pistachio nuts, and cut pieces of goat 
cheese make it a distinctive dish.

Pasta is prepared with pride and ex-
cellence. The penne alla puttanesca — 
tomato sauce, olives, anchovies, and 
garlic — is served al dente, a blend of 
wonderful flavors.

Likewise, the lasagna, cooked with 
miniature meatballs inside the layers 
of pasta, is tasty.

The salmon con insalata is tender, 
pan-seared, and presented with pesto-
browned rice and mixed greens.

When it comes to desserts, the cu-
linary-trained chef goes all out, creat-
ing a Nutella-filled crepe, covered with 
slices of banana, then topped with an or-
ange butter. This unexpected, tantaliz-
ing bit of decadence is something you’d 
probably never imagine being served 
at an establishment this size. 

Homemade tiramisu is another way 
to end the meal, a generous creamy 
portion, dusted with white powdered 
sugar. 

During the summer, you can enjoy 
meals and desserts outdoors, as cafe 

seating is available. Eats are also avail-
able at the bar, where a flat-screen tele-
vision provides entertainment.

Beer on tap includes Blue Moon, 
Brooklyn Lager, and Harpoon. A fine 
selection of reasonably priced quality 
wines are offered, including a dry Cab-
ernet for $7 a glass.

Brunch, which resumes after Labor 
Day, is available from 11 am to 3 pm on 
weekends. For $13.95, patrons can en-
joy a salad, unlimited mimosas, coffee 
or tea, and an entree with options that 
range from homemade French toast to 
Italian frittato.

Feluccio Restaurant [364 Pros-
pect Ave. between Seventh Avenue 
and Jackson Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-0202]. Summer hours: 
Mondays through Thursdays, 4–11 
pm; Fridays through Sundays, 4 
pm–midnight. Lunch resumes after 
Labor Day. Delivery available. For 
more, visit www.Feluccionyc.com.

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Blending old-world Italian 
fare with modern design

Photos by Paul Martinka

(Above) Owner Ralph D’Agos-
tino shows off his restau-
rant’s signature dish, Feluc-
cio pasta — a mix of farfalle 
and penne pasta with bacon, 
dried black olives, bay leaves, 
cherry tomatoes, rosemary, 
and red hot peppers. (Right) 
D’Agostino designed and 
created Feluccio with his own 
hands.
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By Alfred Ng
for The Brooklyn Paper

A 
groundbreaking musician who 
turned the traditional tunes of 
Sierra Leone into the sound-

track of a conflict has reemerged 
as a star in Brooklyn — even an 
eight-year stint as a fast food em-
ployee. 

Janka Nabay’s journey from 
Freetown crooner to Park Slope 
crooner began with a recording of 
“Bubu” music: a traditional folk 
style from the Temne tribe that uses 

bamboo flutes and metal pipes.
But Nabay changed the game, 

adding catchy beats that made the 
historic witchcraft chants perfect 
for dancing.

“As a musician, you should try to 
make a song people can dance to, 
and that’s what we do with Bubu,” 
said Nabay 

But when his records first took 
off they became the soundtrack to 
the Sierra Leone Civil War. 

“When I left, I was worried about 
the system. No water, no food, no 
public transportation, everyone 

was hungry” Nabay said. “I had 
to go somewhere where my fam-
ily wouldn’t suffer.” 

And so, Nabay traded his su-
perstar status at home to become 
a refugee in America.

He found work at fast-food res-
taurants and took odd-jobs until 
the Bubu King discovered the Wil-
liamsburg club Zebulon. That’s 
where Nabay met several artists 
and formed the Bubu Gang.

The Gang is now releasing its 
first album, titled “En Yay Sah,” 
which translates to “I’m Scared” in 

Krio, Nabay’s native tongue. De-
spite the apprehensive-sounding 
name, the songs feature uplifting 
and traditional-sounding chants, 
mixed with grooving electric gui-
tars similar reminiscent to some 
surf rock tunes. 

“I don’t want to be famous in 
America, I want Bubu music to be 
famous in America,” said Nabay.

Janka Nabay and the Bubu 
Gang [285 Kent Ave. between S. 
First and S. Second streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–4306]. Aug. 
3, 9 pm. $7.

Refugee soundtrack
Sierra Leone hitmaker comes to Williamsburg

Dance and learn: Janka Nabay and the Bubu Gang are bringing their remix of the 
traditional songs of Sierra Leone to Brooklyn.
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longevity to the highest 
power and has managed to 
still be one of the most no-
table artists and DJs in the 
industry. $5–$8. 10:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FRI, AUG. 3
BOOKS, MARTIAN SUM-

MER: Robot Arms, Cowboy 
Spacemen, and My 90 Days 
with the Phoenix Mars 
Mission by Andrew Kes-
sler: Join author Andrew 
Kessler and HUGE for the 
paperback release of Mar-
tian Summer: Robot Arms, 
Cowboy Spacemen, and 
My 90 Says with the Phoe-
nix Mars Mission. Refresh-
ments will be served. Free. 
3 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MUSIC, THE WILLIAMSBURG 
YACHT CLUB PRES-
ENTS: Yacht Rock Sum-
mer Splash! Ft. Playboys 
of the Western World & 
45RPM: Yacht Rock Trib-
ute band The Playboys of 
the Western World bring 
grooves as heavy as a bar-
nacle encrusted anchor, 
and voices as smooth as a 
pacifi c breeze, you can rest 
assured that the sacred 
yachtrock repertoire will be 
done justice by this band. 
$5–$8. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963-3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, AUG. 4
MUSIC, CHARLIE GABRIEL’S 

80TH BIRTHDAY! PRES-
ERVATION HALL JAZZ 
BAND: The Preservation 
Hall Jazz Band derives its 
name from Preservation 
Hall, the venerable music 

venue located in the heart 
of New Orleans’ French 
Quarter, founded in 1961 
by Allan and Sandra Jaffe. 
The band has traveled 
worldwide spreading their 
mission to nurture and 
perpetuate the art form 
of New Orleans Jazz. $20. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

THE 2012 ART OF BROOK-
LYN FILM FESTIVAL - 
AUG. 4-12 ST. FRANCIS 
COLLEGE:  Screenings of 
over 45 World, NYC and 
Brooklyn Premieres in all 
genres. Each day of the fes-
tival features pre-screening 
receptions and after parties 
included in the ticket price. 
The AoBFF is also present-
ing two FREE screenings of 
classic Brooklyn cult fi lms: 
THE WARRIORS (1979) and 
OUT FOR JUSTICE (1991) 
complete with costume 
contests and prizes! $10 
online/$12 at door and 
FREE. check for times. St. 
Francis College [180 Rem-
sen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

SUN, AUG. 5
MUSIC: Bouncing Souls, Men-

zingers, Luther: You can 
count the number of bands 
who’ve stayed together 
for 20 years on two hands, 
and you can use just one to 
count those who’ve consis-
tently released quality ma-
terial for two decades. This 
year, The Bouncing Souls 
enter that esteemed cat-
egory, and in keeping with 
their D.I.Y. roots, they’ve 
done it without major la-
bels, corporate radio, MTV, 
or teen magazine pinups. 
$22. 6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], brooklynbowl.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown, Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Bay Ridge. Each 
print edition delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, cartoonists 
and the world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient 
package. It’s one-stop shopping 
with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11

BrooklynPaper.com

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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so until 1976, when transit 
honchos shortened the route 
to Smith–Ninth Street.

But in 2009, a $257.5 mil-
lion renovation project on the 
Culver Viaduct barred the 
so-called “Brooklyn Local” 
from switching directions at 
Smith–Ninth Street — ex-
tending the line to the Fourth 
Avenue–Ninth Street, Sev-
enth Avenue–Ninth Street, 
Prospect Park West–15th 
Street, Fort Hamilton Park-
way, and Church Avenue sta-
tions.

The line add-ons quickly 
became a beloved link be-
tween Williamsburg and Park 
Slope, which straphangers 
fought to save as the end of 
work on the Culver Viaduct 
drew near.

MTA chairman Joseph 
Lhota said rescuing the G 
train extension, along with 
other service improve-
ments, is an important tran-
sit link.

“These service invest-
ments are the result of care-
ful analysis, meeting our goal 
of serving all neighborhoods 

$1,000,000
RUBY RED  
GIVEAWAY
Every Thursday,
Now – August 23  

11am – 6pm
��������	
�����������
���
���������� 

1,000 guests to redeem a voucher to get  

a FREE Ruby Red Scratch-off ticket.  

You could win up to $1 million!

See Genting Rewards or our website for rules and details.

STAY &
 P

LAY  

DRAW
IN

GS! 

3p
m

 – 
6pm

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

In Queens, near JFK Airport at Aqueduct Racetrack. Take  or Q37.  
Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station @ Archer Avenue.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains.

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420  
Call toll free: 1-888-888-8801

www.rwnewyork.com

that helped it adhere to  rig-
orous international stan-
dards for energy efficiency  
that qualify the home as a 
New York City’s first certi-
fied “passive house.”

The foam facade — cou-
pled with a complete foam lin-
ing on the interior, solar pan-
els, and methodically planned 
air ventilation — improves in-
sulation and reduces heating 
needs alone by 90 percent, 
Moskowitz said.

Brownstones, which have 
brick interiors and facades 
made from  a type of sandstone , 
have long been a status symbol 
in Brooklyn — but Moskow-
itz says the aging buildings are 
costly to repair and not partic-
ularly energy efficient.

The owner of the foamstone, 
a sculptor who purchased it in 
bad shape in 2009, said mak-
ing the building as close to en-
ergy neutral as possible was 
his primary goal. 

“From an environmental 
standpoint, there’s only so 
many resources in the world 
and from the financial side — 
I’m going to have almost no 
energy bill,” said the owner, 
who agreed to speak with 

lot of drunk people around 
here,” said neighbor Joe Pa-
dilla. “When business starts 
blowing up, it’s gonna get 
real dirty.”

Other residents posted fli-
ers featuring an image of a 
crossed-out martini glass in 
protest of the venue, an ac-
tion  first reported by the blog 
Brownstoner .

The duo behind the Royal 

Palms say the size and crowd-
drawing potential for the club 
is less daunting than neigh-
bors think, considering how 
much room is dedicated to 
lanes for the game.

More than half of the 
17,000-square-foot space 
is reserved for shuffleboard 
courts, said co-owner Ash-
ley Albert.

“It’s not going to be a big 
scary club,” Albert said. 

out there waiting.”
And supporters of the plan 

say it will also help pedestri-
ans by reducing the number 
of lanes walkers must cross 
to get to the other side of one 
of Brooklyn’s most danger-
ous roads — where  88 per-
cent of motorists exceed the 
speed limit .

Atlantic Avenue Better-
ment Association president 
Sandy Balboza said the re-
moval of the no standing 
signs caps off a neighborhood 
movement that was her group’s 
marquee issue when it was 
founded back in 1994.

“We researched what the 
biggest issues were affecting 
the merchants and this was the 
biggest,” said Balboza. 

Getting rid of the signs 
was anything but easy — Bal-
boza said she pressed all pos-
sible avenues, but repeatedly 
met resistance from officials 
wary of slowing down rush-
hour traffic.

But the Department of 
Transportation eventually 
changed its tune. 

and areas with the best and 
most frequent bus, subway or 
commuter rail service possi-
ble under our current finan-
cial conditions,” MTA chair-
man Joseph Lhota said in a 
press release.

Elected officials showered 
praise on an agency they more 
often criticize than laud.

Borough President 
Markowitz touted the agen-
cy’s decision to back the G 
train as “a true MTA suc-
cess story,” and Public Ad-
vocate Bill Deblasio posted a 
thank-you-note to Lhota and 
the MTA board featuring a 
heart-shaped G train logo on 
his website.

Continued from page 1

G TRAIN...

The Brooklyn Paper on the 
condition that only his first 
name, Justin, appear in this 
article.

Other environmental bells 
and whistles built into the 
house include eight exterior 
rainwater collection barrels, 
twelve solar panels for hot 
water and electricity needs, 
and thick triple-pane glass 
casement windows that open 
like doors.

There’s no gas service 

to the home — which Jus-
tin plans to move into with 
his wife and children at the 
end of the summer.

Despite its green ameni-
ties, some of the home’s ar-
chitectural details have de-
sign purists up in arms.

 A group of commentators 
on the real estate blog Brown-
stoner  lashed out against the 
foamstone’s windows, which 
don’t match the “double-
hang” windows typical on 
brownstones.

Still, the owner says he’s got 
his eye on a bigger picture.

“Is the character of a 
neighborhood held up that 
when you knock on a build-
ing and it sounds like stone? 
Or is it held up by a build-
ing with quality and integ-
rity that fits aesthetically and 
looks good?” he said.

“We could have dug up 
more brownstone from the 
earth and spent resources 
bringing it here and energy 
for electric and natural gas, 
but there are more impor-
tant questions than worrying 
about whether a brownstone 
is made of foam.”

Albert first announced she 
and a partner would re-pur-
pose the Gowanus building 
to make  a Florida-inspired 
bar  with lounge music, bingo, 
and episodes of “The Love 
Boat” on TV in May.

She says she has met with 
neighbors to discuss concerns 
and hopes to open the club 
by February.

“It was just a small group 
of people who didn’t under-
stand how important it is to 
us to be good neighbors,” 
she said.

— with Alfred Ng

Continued from page 1

SHUFFLE...

Continued from page 1

FOAM...

“New York’s streets are 
our front yards and the eco-
nomic engines of our city,” 
said transportation commis-
sioner Janette Sadik-Khan. 
“Our streets need to keep 
pace with the changes we’re 
seeing in neighborhoods like 
Boerum Hill.”

Supporters of the plan say it 
won’t make traffic any worse 
on Atlantic Avenue because the 
old parking regulations never 
really did what they were in-

tended to anyway.
“There’s always some-

one parked in that lane any-
way,” said Ashley Thompson, 
spokeswoman for Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill). “It was not a viable lane. 
So why not just let people 
park there legally?” 

To keep the new parking 
lane from constricting traffic, 
transit officials extended the 
length of green lights for At-
lantic Avenue drivers at the 
corner of Flatbush and Fourth 
avenues, and barred left turns 
for eastbound drivers at Smith 
Street during rush hour and at 

Bond Street at all times, and 
for westbound drivers at Hoyt 
Street at all times.

These changes come just 
days after the Department 
of Transportation signed off 
on a traffic-calming measure 
that will  reduce the speed 
limit from 30 to 20 miles 
per hour  in the largely resi-
dential area bounded by, but 
not including Smith Street, 
and Union, Third, and Atlan-
tic avenues. The “slow zone”  
is intended to keep drivers 
from using the neighborhood 
as a short cut to and from the 
East River bridges.

Continued from page 1

PARKING...

Mallory Hagan sounds like the prototypical Park 
Slope resident: she hangs out in Prospect Park, dines 
at Thai restaurants on Fifth Avenue, and relies on the 
F train to get around. But the 23-year-old Alabama na-
tive also happens to be the newly crowned Miss New 
York — and a contender for the lofty title of Miss Amer-
ica. After beating 25 other competitors to win the ti-
ara and sash for the Empire State, Hagan checked in 
with Brooklyn Paper reporter Eli Rosenberg.

Here she comes...
Slope’s Miss New York is eying an even bigger tiara

in the Slope?
MH: If I’m enjoying Brook-

lyn it’s usually in Prospect 
Park. My favorite restaurant 
in all of New York is Song. I 
also like the Roots Cafe — the 
people who own it are from Al-
abama, where I’m from orig-
inally, and they sell sweet tea 
and they do live music.

ER: Are you the first Miss 
New York to bike to work? 

MH: No I don’t bike. And 
I don’t do yoga. I take the F 
train from the 15th Street, 
Prospect Park station. My 
parents have given me very 
little rules, but one of them 
that I will not ride a bicycle 
in New York!

Eli Rosenberg: You may 
be Miss New York, but you’re 
really Miss Brooklyn to us. 
How did you wind up in the 
county of Kings (and pag-
eant queens)?

Mallory Hagan: I moved 
here in October 2008, so it’s 
almost been four years. I’ve 
lived all over the borough — 
I’ve lived in Bed-Stuy, Wil-
liamsburg, Bensonhurst, and 
Sunset Park. Now I live about 
three or four blocks away 
from Prospect Park in Park 
Slope. It’s my little escape 
area. I love the diversity in 
Brooklyn, that you can be 
in a Hasidic neighborhood 
one day, a Russian one the 
next day, and an Latino one 
after that.

ER: Do your neighbors 
know that Miss New York 
lives next door?

MH: I don’t think so, I 

don’t think they do. I didn’t 
exactly shout it from the roof-
tops. People always think I’m 
kidding when I tell that, and 
I’m like, “Yeah.”

ER: How well do you 
represent Brooklyn — and 
are you qualified to do it on 
the national stage as Miss 
America?

MH: I’ve lived in more 
neighborhoods here than 
most people. I think Miss 
America is a bit misconstrued 
at times. It’s not about being 
the perfect girl; the main cri-
teria is that she can walk into 
a room and talk to anybody. 
It’s about being comfortable 
with who you are and own-
ing it. Brooklyn sort of pre-
pares you for that. I am a true 
Brooklynite, no one can tell 
me differently!

ER: What are some Miss 
New York-approved hangouts 

Miss New York Mallory Hagan, who has excellent 
taste in newspapers, has called Park Slope home 
for the past six years.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Tenants at one of Down-
town’s last rent-stabilized 
buildings say they aren’t just 
getting evicted — they’re get-
ting kicked out of Brooklyn. 

Low-income residents of 
a brick tenement on Albee 
Square between Willoughby 
and Fulton streets claim they 
received city-stamped letters 
reneging on a promise to pro-
vide nearby housing after the 
city made plans to demolish 
their home and build  a park  and 
a parking lot in its place.

Dozens of tenants found out 
the city will place them into 
far-away areas of the Bronx 
and Manhattan — even though 
the Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
agreed to give them “compara-
ble housing,” after it acquired 
the five-story building using 
eminent domain, activists and 
residents say.

The city has not provided 
any living options in the neigh-

Goodbye, Brooklyn
D’town evictees: City booting us out

borhood, let alone the borough, 
said Carlos Barrera, who has 
lived there for decades.

“It’s terrible,” Barrera said. 
“I feel like my hands are tied 
behind my back.”

He said the city last month 
offered him a new rental in the 

ing lot . The city has helped 
some residents of the building, 
which once housed 40 fami-
lies, find affordable housing 
in the Lower East Side while it 
planned the park, which is in-
tended to “ encourage develop-
ment ” in the neighborhood.

Relocation letters ar-
rived after residents and so-
cial justice activists for years 
claimed  the city let the build-
ing become  a dilapidated slum 
house , complete with collapsed 
roofs, shoddy electricity, and 
broken plumbing. And as the 
city started warning dwellers 
about their pending evictions, 
homeless people began squat-
ting there illegally, according 
to residents.

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development did not 
return a call and an e-mail by 
press time seeking comment 
— but Downtown developers 
defended the city’s project, say-
ing it will ultimately be great 
for the neighborhood.

“We expect that residents 
and shoppers will make use of 
it,” said Tom Montvel-Cohen, 
whose company Washington 
Square Partners is  develop-
ing the site that now houses 
DeKalb Market , across from 
the soon-to-be park.

Carlos Barrera is angry 
the city is evicting him 
from his home on Albee 
Square.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up
/N

at
al

ie
 O

’N
ei

ll

Tremont section of the Bronx 
— roughly a 90-minute com-
mute by train and more than 
15 miles from his doorstep. 

Far-away living options 
such as that uproot families 
and make it hard for tenants to 
hold down jobs and keep their 
children enrolled in Brooklyn 
schools, residents say.

Instead, many residents 
are asking for dibs on units 
at the nearby Ingersoll and 
Walt Whitman houses in Fort 
Greene, where there are am-
ple available units — more 
than 800, according to  a 2010 
report by the Local . And ac-
tivists say it’s only fair.

“These tenants have roots 
here— it’s a major concern,” 
said Lorena Walter of Fami-
lies United for Racial and Eco-
nomic Equality.

Plans to demolish the 
crumbling, five-story build-
ing emerged in 2009, when the 
city secured the structure to 
 make room for the proposed 
Willoughby Square Park and a 
700-space subterranean park-
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2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 

HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 

MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 

Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 

Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 

Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

80% 
SOLD

LIVE LARGE AT THE MAYNARD

1509 Bergen Street at Schenectady. 1,308 SF 
two BR w/rec room. 4 blocks from ‘A’ express at 

Utica and 20 mins to lower Manhattan. 

The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from the Sponsor. 
File No. CD08-0007.

Greg Todd, Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Corcoran Group

347.225.4590  I  www.corcoran.com/gdt

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday 2-4pm  •  Weds 5:30-6:30pm

New co-ops for $290K in Crown Heights

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn. the station in 2010 — and 

defended their outlandish 
scale by claiming they met 
safety standards mandated 
by police.

But the over-sized stones 
actually  exceeded NYPD 

guidelines by at least two 
feet in height  — and transit 
officials eventually agreed 
with  commuters  and  counter-
terrorism experts  who said 
they had to go.

MTA officials planned 
to tear out the humongous 

hospital volunteer Shatoya 
Saunders.

The merger with SUNY 
Downstate was intended to 
 help prop up the beleaguered  
hospital, which  laid off 300 
employees  and sold properties 
in an attempt to cut costs and 
reduce  $170 million in debt  it 
accrued under the  oversight of 

Continuum Health Partners .
In the midst of the merger, 

the state threatened to with-
hold $62 million in funds for 
LICH and SUNY Down-
state — sparking  fears the 
Cobble Hill medical cen-
ter would close . Days later, 
Gov. Cuomo  relented and is-
sued the grants .

— with Alfred Ng

been no progress in acquir-
ing the much-needed water-
front real estate.

Boaters fear if that cash 
isn’t spent before the contract 
expires in October 2015, it 
may run dry.

“I’m very concerned with 
the delays,” said Christine 
Holowacz, who co-chairs 
the Greenpoint Waterfront 
Association for Parks and 
Planning. 

The City Parks Founda-
tion, which is doling out the 
state cash, has not yet signed a 
lease for the boathouse space 
with the Greenpoint Manu-
facturing and Design Cen-
ter, according to Greenpoint 
Waterfront Association for 
Parks and Planning co-chair 
Dewey Thompson.

The city’s Parks Depart-

ment is also mired in nego-
tiations with the state De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation and the site’s 
would-be landlord to deter-
mine who will operate the 
facility. 

“All of the parts are taking 
longer than anticipated,” said 
Thompson, who has cham-
pioned the Newtown Creek 
boathouse project since its 
earliest stages.

“We’re already about a 
year and a half into it and 
not much has happened,” 
he said.

Thompson first intro-
duced the proposal to convert 
the ground floor of a Man-
hattan Avenue factory into 
a 80,000-square-foot boat ba-
sin with storage for 40 kay-
aks and a nautical education 
center in 2010.

ing that has the most wall-
space in the city.

But Anthony says there’s 
room for another, much 
smaller gym in the bor-
ough.

“It would never be crowded, 
you would never be pushed 
around,” he said. “We’re just a 
small intimate place where ev-
eryone knows each other.”

To keep his gym from 
 looking like Mt. Everest on 
summit day , Anthony wants 
regulars to reserve climbing 
time beforehand so they have 
plenty of room to move. The 
gym would welcome walk-
ins who would pay between 
$20 and $30, but he’s will-

ing to turn them away when 
it’s too busy.

“We are not going to over-
load the wall, we are not go-
ing to have people bunched 
up and waiting for routes,” 
he said.

Anthony didn’t intend to 
open a climbing gym when 
he rented the storefront near 
Joralemon Street as the sec-
ond location of his Carroll 
Gardens fitness center — but 
when he realized the ceilings 
were tall enough, he tapped 
 Vertical Solutions , the crew 
that built the structures for 
last year’s  Unified Boulder-
ing Championships  in Man-
hattan, to erect walls and an 
overhanging “cave” area.

a fixture for the brewery — 
and the neighborhood — as 
the N. 11th Street beer hall 
transformed from a hangout 
for dedicated suds nerds to 
a borough-wide destination 
for beer lovers and cat lov-
ers of all kinds.

But when Monster came to 
live at the Brooklyn Brewery 
as a kitten, there was some 
concern that he would live 
up to his name. The brewery 
had already felt the wrath of 
Abby, the not-so-nice kitty 
who had come before him.

However, Monster couldn’t 
have been sweeter, accord-
ing to brewery staff.

“Monster was an angel.” 
said communications coor-
dinator Dan D’Ippolito.  

Monster’s life was very dif-
ferent from that of the average 
house cat. He had free reign 
over the entire 5,000-square-
foot brewery (except during 
certain parties when he was 
locked in an upstairs room), 
slept on giant bags of barley, 
and was known by more peo-
ple than Norm Peterson.

In his years at the brewery, 
he met tens of thousands of 
humans, about 1,000 dogs, 
and untold numbers of un-
lucky mice.

It was the dogs he liked 
the least.

“We warned our patrons 
to put their dogs on a leash,” 
said D’Ippolito. “We would 
tell them he hates dogs.”

Monster knew how to 
please people — and he 
knew how to make people 
please him. 

“The morning brewer 
would feed him and then 
he’d get fed again — and 

I was in a field in Pros-
pect Park during off-
leash hours with my sweet 

Ginger prancing along be-
side me. Suddenly, there were 
big dogs charging straight at 
her, playful, but aggressive. 
My heart dropped as they 
surrounded her. She whim-
pered and cowered and ran 
in circles as they gave chase. 
I stood by, somewhat help-
lessly, calling her name, wait-
ing, hoping. 

One of the big dogs’ own-
ers smiled from afar. 

“They’re tough on the new 
kids…” she called out, in a 
manner slightly sympathetic 
but mainly unconcerned. 

“Yes, I see…” I said, un-
derstanding, but not. 

I started to feel slightly an-
gry as I finally cornered Gin-
ger and got the leash on her. I 
rubbed her head to calm her 
and told her she was okay as 
we walked away and beyond 
the field into the wooded 
paths we’d been headed to 
in the first place. How could 
the woman be so nonchalant 
when her dog and the others 
had been so brazen and rude, 
when they hadn’t respected 
that “no” meant “no?” 

Why didn’t she control 
her pet? 

But as we walked on and 
Ginger’s tail started wagging, 
as my heart rate slowed and 
calm prevailed. I had to re-
member the lesson of per-
sonal responsibility. I could 
hear my mother’s voice: “You 
can only control you.” I 
had come through, after 
all, knowing there were big 
galloping dogs who played 
in that field, secretly hoping 
Ginger could hold her own 
and not be scared, that I could 
be the brave dog owner who 
could stand by and encour-
age her to do just that. 

It was the same exact feel-
ing I’d had when Eli started 
baseball this past spring, 
the youngest by far on his 
team in the Bantam league. 
These were middle-school-
ers, some of them with mus-
taches. Eli was just in fifth 
grade, still just 11, no arm-
pit hair yet (though he rou-
tinely checked).

He’d come home on his 
bike the first day of practice 
and informed me straight-up: 
“They’re all way older than 
me.” 

Luckily I’d been in the 
other room so he couldn’t 
see the fear pass across my 
face before I could switch it 
to a smile. 

“Really?” I said. “Is that 
intimidating or is it inspir-
ing?” I didn’t wait for an an-
swer. 

“Inspiring right? You’ll 
get better…” Good thing he 
couldn’t see me cross my fin-
gers. Luckily I’m not a lawyer 
and don’t have to worry about 
leading the witness. 

“Umm, umm,” he said. I 
could imagine his shrug. If 
it concerned him, he wasn’t 
saying, and I certainly didn’t 
mean to suggest he should 
be scared, right? It is never 
my intention to inject worry, 
it’s just often an unintended 
consequence of trying to be 
a helpful parent.  

 I couldn’t watch the first 
few games. I trumped up ex-
cuses to show up late, and 
then I was on the phone, 
checking Facebook, whatever 
it took not to have to watch 
when Eli got up to bat with 
the hard fast pitches com-
ing straight at his head or 
when that same hard fast ball 
came straight at him in the 
field. My mother’s protective 
instinct kicked in and I just 
wanted to run out and pull 
him out of harms’ way. When 
he missed that pop fly and 
the opposing team’s parents 
cheered, I wanted to sneer at 
them angrily just like I had 
wanted to sneer at those bully 
dog owners in the field. I re-
frained. 

“Good job, babe!” was all 
I said. If Eli noticed my own 
trepidation, it was overshad-
owed greatly by his father’s 
sincere encouragement and 
bravery on his behalf, and 
his own happy self-confi-
dence. 

Then, toward the end of 
the season, I noticed some-
thing amazing as I looked up 
bravely from my iPhone: Eli 
was mixing and mingling eas-
ily with his older teammates. 

Little fi sh survive the sharks

He’d proven he could hold his 
own at bat and in the field — 
or at least smile and laugh it 
off when he couldn’t. During 

one game, Eli stood up to bat 
with a resolve in his eyes I rec-
ognized and I stood cheering, 
face to the fence, as he cracked 

it and brought two players 
home. Everyone cheered and 
Eli beamed. The team won that 
day, with no small help from 
its youngest player.

Next time I should find 
myself in that field, I have to 
remember the lesson of Eli: 
with a little confidence, with-
out playing victim or show-
ing fear, even the littlest guys 
can win the grudging respect 
of the big dogs. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552
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Both the City Parks Foun-
dation and the Greenpoint 
Manufacturing and Design 
Center refused to comment 
on the boathouse’s progress 
or why it is taking so long. 

State Assemblyman Joe 
Lentol (D–Greenpoint) said 
giving the community access 
to the waterway was the most 
important aspect of this proj-
ect — especially in a neighbor-

hood where other park plans 
have been put on the back-
burner due to  fiscal misman-
agement  and  bureaucracy .

“It’s been so long since 
we’ve been in a position to 
reclaim our river that should be 
for all the people,” he said. “We 
were not only denied access, 
but the water was so damn pol-
luted. I want to get this done 
as soon as possible.”

Continued from page 1

BOATHOUSE

then happy hour would come 
around and he’d get food 
from everyone,” said Carla 
Villa, the brewery’s brand 
manager. “He’d knock over 
garbage cans if there was tuna 
in there. Once, he climbed up 
the side of a brewer to get to 
his turkey sandwich.”

Monster’s biggest adven-
ture was when he was cat-
napped sometime around 
2003. 

“He liked to walk around 
outside the brewery and 
someone thought he was a 
stray, even though he had a 
collar,” said D’Ippolito. “We 
put up fliers and he was back 
in a few days.”

The reward was, of course, 
beer. 

Monster was the only cat 
in the brewery, and wasn’t 
known to rub noses with other 
kitties. There are two other 
cats — Lexi and Shadow — 
who live in the brewery ware-
house across the street, but 
they are isolated from all the 
people and action.

So as the beer hall grew in 
popularity, Monster became 
its most recognizable face.

“It was remarkable to see 
how much attention he would 
get,” said D’Ippolito. “Peo-
ple would come here just to 
see him. Or you’d be e-mail-
ing with someone and they’d 
suddenly attach a picture of 
Monster for no reason.”

By some accounts, Mon-

ster was more famous than 
the mastermind behind 
Brooklyn Brewery’s finest 
concoctions.

“More people wanted to 
get their picture taken with 
Monster than with brew-
master Garrett Oliver,” said 
Villa. 

In his later years, Mon-
ster grew bony and endured 
a daily subcutaneous saline 
drip. Still, he found the en-
ergy to make the brewery and 
its surroundings his own per-
sonal hunting grounds. 

“The day we pulled all 
the ivy off the building, he 
caught three baby birds and 
ate them all in front of vis-
itors,” said Villa. “It was a 
little gruesome.”

Even in his compromised 

condition, Monster kept his 
sense of humor, suggesting 
on his Facebook page that 
he might throw his hat in the 
ring for City Council.

On Tuesday afternoon, 
 Monster’s Facebook page  
was flooded with goodbye 
messages from his legions 
of fans; dozens of others e-
mailed their condolences to 
the brewery staff.  

“I cared about him and I 
cried when I heard he had 
died,” said Allie Compton, a 
Brooklyn Brewery fan. “He 
was very friendly but also 
nonchalant and would go on 
to other people very quickly. 
I have a picture of him where 
I’m trying to play with him 
and he’s looking in the other 
direction.”

Continued from page 1
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blocks in February, but 
 pushed back the demoli-
tion until this week .

The bollards didn’t win 
over many fans at first — 
but some Brooklynites had 
grown accustomed to the 
barricades.

“Where am I going to eat 
my sandwich now?” asked a 
disappointed sandwich-tot-
ing passerby.

Continued from page 1
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The plywood and epoxy 
walls are already dotted with 
brightly colored protrusions 
that form routes for newbies 
and experts alike.

And the gym will offer 
kids programing that focuses 
on climbing as well as tum-
bling and fitness.

“We’ll be doing climbing 
exclusive stuff for people who 

just love to climb and we’ll 
be doing hybrid stuff for peo-
ple who have never climbed 
before in their life,” said An-
thony, who hopes to use the 
facility to teach “functional 
fitness” classes.

After climbers make it 
up the wall, they’ll have 
the chance to rate a route’s 
difficulty using a computer 

program. 
Features like that and the 

boutique feel will draw a ded-
icated scene of rock-lovers, 
Anthony hopes.

“It’s like going to a great 
coffee shop,” he said. “Why 
do you walk 10 blocks to go 
to a particular coffee shop 
when there’s one on every 
corner?”

Continued from page 1

ROCK...
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