
Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

INSIDE: PAGES AND PAGES OF COUPONS TO SAVE YOU CASH!

BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260–2500 • Brooklyn, NY • ©2012 AWP/14 pages • Vol. 35, No. 34 • August 24–30, 2012 • FREE

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Forget Florida —Downtown 
has a future as Brooklyn’s retire-
ment community, according to 
Borough President Markowitz.

The neighborhood of sneaker 
stores, engineering students, cell-
phone shops, Court Street law-
yers, and wig wholesalers should 
be the place where Brooklyn’s se-
niors spend their golden years, 
said the Beep.

“A lot of older people want 
to stay in Brooklyn because of 
the stimulating environment, but 
no longer need a brownstone or 
a five-bedroom house,” said 
Markowitz, who is 67 and lives 
in Windsor Terrace — though he 
spends much of his time at Down-
town’s Borough Hall. “We have 
to find ways to keep seniors liv-
ing here, rather than having them 

SENIOR MOMENT
Markowitz: Retirees should settle down Downtown
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Downtown is already a bustling retail neighborhood — but Borough President Markowitz 
wants it to become a home for retirees, like Clearwater, Fla. Compare them on page 5.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Indy cars are coming to 
Brooklyn’s capital of indie 
culture. 

Ayton Performance, a race-
car-engine design and con-
sulting company that has 
helped construct some of 
the world’s fastest automo-
biles, is building a machine 
shop on Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg, 

Brooklyn is better known for 

its gridlock than its racing cul-
ture, but Ayton Performance 
owner and New York City na-
tive Ethan Bregman says that af-
ter 10 years, his company needed 

a permanent home — and it 
needed to be in the city.

“I’ve been renting space at 
machine shops close to cli-
ents,” said the 31-year-old, 
who helped build the engine 
of the Porsche that won the 
24 Hours of Le Mans race 
at speeds of up to 195 miles 

per hour. “But I grew up here, 
and when it was time to open a 
shop, I knew I had to do it here. 
I could have done this in Char-

INDIE CENTRAL
Auto racing company moves to Billyburg

Ayton Performance owner Ethan Bregman and Mayor Bloomberg are both thrilled 
that Williamsburg will make some of the world’s fastest engines.
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move to New Jersey or North Car-
olina, or Florida.”

To keep seniors dining at Ju-
nior’s, Markowitz wants the city 

to offer developers tax breaks for 
building housing for elderly resi-
dents in the neighborhood, which 
boasts a median age of 35.7, ac-

cording to Census data.
Downtown doesn’t offer the 

mild climate, near-limitless num-

Greenpoint’s Transmitter Park will open this weekend.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Two transit entrepreneurs are 
battling for Brooklyn’s newest 
trade route: the increasingly pop-
ular passage between Williams-
burg and the Rockaways.

Rival bus companies are cap-
italizing on the city’s burgeon-
ing hipster beach scene by fer-
rying passengers to the Queens 
seashore, competing for fares and 

cred in the process.
The Rockabus brings sea-lovers 

to the Atlantic in true Billyburg 
style on an old-fashioned school 
bus with a BYOB policy and a fash-
ionable clientele that has  generated 
plenty of web buzz . Meanwhile, 
Alexis Van Lines offers a similar 
service with less flare, more frugal-
ity, and a TV tuned to reggae music 
videos for a beach-y vibe.

And, as is often the case be-

tween competitors, both busi-
nesses claim they came up with 
the idea first.

“This is the first shuttle bus to 
operate between Williamsburg 
and the Rockaways and Fort Til-
den,” said Sam Morrill, one of the 
founders of the Rockabus, which 
runs from the corner of Union 
and Meeker avenues every two 
hours on weekends. “There will 
only be one original Rockabus, 

and that’s us.”
Leroy Morrison, an operator 

for Alexis Van Lines who runs 
hourly commuter vans and mini-
buses from N. Seventh Street and 
Bedford Avenue to Fort Tilden 
on the weekends, claims it was 
his transit company that sparked 
Brooklyn’s recent resurgence of 
interest in the Rockaways.

“The Rockabus took away a 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpoint will do a better 
job living up to its name when 
a long-awaited park opens at the 
foot of Kent Street this weekend 
— marking the first new green 
space in North Brooklyn since the 
city promised to build expanses of 
parkland in exchange for permit-

ting skyscrapers along the water-
front seven years ago.

Transmitter Park at the river’s 
edge between Kent and Water 
streets will celebrate its official 
debut after two years of construc-
tion and months of delays during 
which some impatient neighbors 
got in the habit of hopping the fence 

Greenerpoint
New waterfront park opens

Rocky road to the Rockaways
Dueling beach buses compete to be hipster crowd’s summer express

The Rockabus is one of two rival transit lines that ferry Wil-
liamsburgers to Queens beaches — but it’s the only one 
with a school bus.
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Driver Leroy Morrison wins 
fares with cheaper $6 rides.
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Need a gondola?
A powerful storm ripped through Brooklyn last Wednesday — 
making the blocks surrounding the Gowanus Canal look more like 
the canals of Venice. A weather station in Park Slope reported  1.96 
inches of rainfall  over the course of the deluge, which inundated 
some streets and sent shop-owners down to their cellars for sand-
bags. A low-lying stretch of Ninth Street near Second Avenue in 
Gowanus saw some of the worst of the flooding.

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Two national restaurant 
chains will open in Coney Is-
land next year, and a real-estate 
insider hinted that one could be 
a Hooters.

The owner of a vacant Surf 
Avenue lot next to the Stillwell 
Avenue station will erect a two-
story building that broker Joe Vi-
tacco said will house two popu-
lar restaurant chains.

Vitacco refused to name the 
eatery that he claims has already 
leased the first floor, but wouldn’t 

stop singing the praises of the “de-
lightfully tacky yet unrefined” 
beer-and-babes chain. 

“Hooters is an ideal fit for Co-
ney Island,” Vitacco said. “It’s a 
sure winner: you’ve got the sta-
dium there, you’ve got the beach, 
you’ve got the amusement park. 
They would get tons of custom-
ers.”

Hooters,  famous for its 

chicken wings — among other 
things — has restaurants in Man-
hattan and Queens, but has yet 
to venture into the Borough of 
Churches.

A Hooters spokesman said the 
restaurant chain currently has no 
plans to open in Brooklyn, but 
supported the idea of opening up 
a borough franchise in the near 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Bergen Street’s do-it-yourself bike 
lane is no more.

The row of orange traffic cyl-
inders that stopped cars from ob-
structing a Prospect Heights cycling 
route has been removed — bring-
ing an end to a guerrilla-style “pro-
tected” path made by a crafty, rule-

bending biker.
Civic activist and longtime bike 

booster Ian Dutton  reportedly set up 

half a dozen pylons  alongside the of-
ten-blocked Bergen Street bike lane 
near the 78th Precinct last month 
in an attempt to discourage squad 
cars and other vehicles from park-
ing in it.

 Bikers cheered the move , saying 
that even rubber-and-plastic “infra-
structure” makes them feel safer near 

Breaking the barrier
Bergen’s makeshift bike lane protection is gone

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
Cops and trucks are parking in the 
Bergen Street bike lane again, after 
someone yanked down a vigilante cy-
clist’s traffic cylinders.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

This Brooklyn inventor 
has a bright idea that could 
make the streets safer for cy-
clists.

Prospect Heights entre-
preneur Marvin Tyson says 
he has come up with an il-
luminated bike helmet that 
will make two-wheelers more 
visible to motorists while 

simultaneously protecting 
valuable brain cells thanks 
to two blinking solar-pow-
ered lights.

“It will save lives,” Ty-
son said. “I’ve seen a lot of 
accidents on my block; this 
can help.”

His patented creation — 
aptly titled “Bicycle Safety 
Helmet” — features rectangu-
lar lights on the front and back 
that are powered by a small 

battery that recharges using 
energy from the sun.

The energy-efficient lights 
blink when pushed twice, of-
fering bright beacons that alert 
night drivers and pedestrians 
that a cyclist is near.

Tyson, who bikes occasion-
ally, said he came up with the 
idea after witnessing a crash 
near his home on Vanderbilt 
and Atlantic avenues in which 
a bus driver collided with a 

cyclist two years ago.
The collision inspired him 

to help make streets safer — 
so he spent a year and a half 
with partner Mary Sanders 
perfecting a prototype that 
includes an interior padded 
with memory foam.

He’s not the first Brook-
lyn inventor to tap into the il-
luminated bike safety mar-

Some light on the subject
Prospect Heights inventor designs glowing bike helmet

Inventor Marvin Tyson with a 
prototype for his solar-powered 
helmet.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Call off the dogs!
Lily, a three-year-old pooch 

believed to have been stolen 
from outside a Bushwick bo-
dega last week, is back at home 
after a three-day, borough-
wide dragnet and a ton of pub-
licity, starting with an article 
on BrooklynPaper.com.

An unidentified man 

Bark 
back!

Lily has been returned.
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dropped off the grey and white 
pit bull at the Brooklyn Ani-
mal Care Center in East New 
York last Thursday afternoon, 
according to Lily’s owner Lau-

Hooters on the menu
Insider hints ‘breastaurant’ to open in Coney

Ladies like Alexandra Carpanzano of Atlanta, Ga. 
could serve Brooklyn customers if Hooters opens on 
Surf Avenue.
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WHAT ABOUT CASINOS IN CONEY? 
SEE VOX POP ON PAGE 6

See SENIORS  on page 5

See PARK  on page 11See CARS  on page 4

See BUSES  on page 4

See BERGEN  on page 11

See HELMET  on page 6

See HOOTERS  on page 6
See DOG  on page 4
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...because he’s never driving my car. 

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason, 
getting your auto loan at MCU 

makes perfect sense.

  FIXED RATES 
  AS LOW AS

1.95%
APR*

New

Lo
w R

at
e!

*   These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of 
repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2013-2011, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95%APR. For model year 2010, 
your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.78 on each $1,000 borrowed at 2.55% APR. Some restrictions 
apply. Rates will increase after closing if you stop paying your loan by automatic payroll deduction or direct deposit. Rates 
subject to change without notice. Competitive rates available for older models and refinances. Membership required.

 Federally insured by NCUA

Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 

THE WORLD’S BEST 
CYCLONES COVERAGE     EYE OF THE STORM
BROUGHT TO YOU BY MUNICIPAL CREDIT UNION

Two Tinnitus Reduction Options

Space is limited!

Schedule your 
appointment today

142 Joralemon St., Suite 6A, Brooklyn Heights
Dennis Kisiel, PHD, 
Director

Dennis Kisiel, PHD, Director
167 West 72nd Street New York NY
In Cohen’s Fashion Optical
(212) 787-2801

Also available on other selected dates at

Compare, discuss and demo the Neuromonics program and the ReSound combo units

BETTER HEARING EXPO Friday & Saturday, August 24 & 25
Plus selected Fridays & Saturdays in September

By Appointment only on

For millions of people, tinnitus is a deeply unsettling 
condition. ReSound Alera TS™ is a new solution that 
combines state-of-the-art hearing instrument technology 
with an innovative tinnitus management system. 
ReSound Alera TS features an intelligent sound generator 
that produces an individually customized sound, shifting 
your focus away from your tinnitus over time

A revolutionary hearing aid to help
you find relief from your tinnitus

Finally, the Relief You’ve Been Looking For!
For years, people who experienced chronic and/or 

severe tinnitus have tried everything from acupuncture to 

drugtherapy to try to stop the persistent noises they hear. 

But now the Neuromonics Tinnitus Treatment lets you 

relieve these symptoms and reclaim your life.

The Neuromonics Tinnitus Treatment is not Tinnitus 

Retraining Therapy (TRT). It’s not a hearing aid, nor a 

tinnitus masker. It’s a new, global breakthrough in tinnitus 

treatment.

Free Tinnitus consultation
Free hearing aid care kit with purchases  
made during event

Free hearing aid evaluation using real-world 
environment simulations
Special pricing available during this event 
(through 9/30/12)

Clones catcher Kevin Pla-
wecki powered Brooklyn 
past Vermont for a shutout 
victory on Aug. 19.
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Tri-City ValleyCats 6

Cyclones 2
Aug. 15 at Joseph L. Bruno Stadium

The NY–Penn League-lead-
ing Tri-City ValleyCats shredded 
the Cyclones pitching staff and 
snuffed out a seventh inning rally 
to take the season’s first match 
up between the squads.

Brooklyn’s six-day road trip 
started out on the wrong foot when 
the ValleyCats took the lead in the 
fourth frame, after Coney starter 
Luis Cessa surrendered back-to-
back-to-back-to-back singles that 
scored two. The ValleyCats picked 
up another run in the fifth.

The Cyclones tried to come back 
in the seventh, after right fielder 
Eudy Pina doubled, advanced to 
third on a single from center fielder 
Brandon Nimmo, and scored on 
a wild pitch. First baseman Jayce 
Boyd drove in Nimmo, leaving the 
Cyclones down by one. After the 
stretch, Mini-Mets reliever Timo-
thy Peterson gave up a single and a 
walk before skipper Rich Donnelly 
replaced him with David Wynn 
— who gave up a hit that drove 
in both runners.

Tri-City ValleyCats 4

Cyclones 2
Aug. 16 at Joseph L. Bruno Stadium

Cyclones reliever Matthew 
Koch squandered a hard-fought 
one-run lead after a tight five-in-

ning pitching duel, letting the Tri-
City ValleyCats defeat Brooklyn’s 
boys of summer again.

Coney starting pitcher Mat-
thew Bowman sent the top-
ranked boys from Troy down 
in order the first three innings 
of the game, and held them score-
less in the fourth despite surren-
dering a walk and a single. Val-
leyCats hurler Lance Day kept 
the Clones off the board for four 
frames, with two 1-2-3 outings. 
But in the top of the fifth, Day 
gave up a double to designated 
hitter Jeff Glenn, then a single 
to third baseman Dimas Ponce 
that sent Glenn home.

In the bottom half of the frame, 
Coney skipper Rich Donnelly 
called in Koch — who gave up a 
single followed by a double that set 
up a three-run dinger by ValleyCats 
center fielder Emilio King that gave 
the upstate team a lead they would 
hold the rest of the game.

The Mini-Mets tried to come 
back with an RBI single off the bat 
of catcher Kevin Plawecki in the 
sixth, but it wasn’t enough.

Tri-City ValleyCats 4

Cyclones 12
Aug. 17 at Joseph L. Bruno Stadium

The pride of Coney Island pre-
vented a ValleyCats sweep with 
an offensive outburst in which 
every Cyclone batter crossed the 
plate at least once. 

The Clones took an early lead 
that only got larger, putting up two 
runs in the third on an RBI dou-
ble by shortstop Philip Evans and a 
sac fly by designated hitter Kevin 
Plawecki. The ValleyCats put up a 
run in the bottom of the inning, but 
the Clones came back and scored 
two more in the fourth on a single by 
center fielder Brandon Nimmo that 
sent first baseman Alexander San-
chez and second baseman Richie 
Rodriguez home. After the Valley-
Cats pulled hurler Brian Holmes for 
reliever John Neely, left fielder Ste-
fan Sabol hit an RBI single while 
Plawecki came home on a ground 
out by catcher Nelfi Zapata.

Tri-City tried to rally in the 
eighth, but the Brooklyn flood-
gates opened up in the ninth, let-
ting the Cyclones seal the win with 
a six-run inning capped off by a 
grand salami from Nimmo.

Vermont Lake Monsters 4

Cyclones 1
Aug. 18 at Centennial Field

The Vermont Lake Monsters 
shut down Brooklyn’s batters and 

shattered star reliever Paul Sewald’s 
flawless 0.00 ERA — leaving the 
team struggling for traction as the 
season draws to a close.

The Lake Monsters’ pitching 
staff, led by starter Andres Avila, 
limited the Mini-Mets to just one 
run on five hits the entire game, 
with the lone Clone to cross the 
plate being second baseman Juan 
Carlos Gamboa on a force out by 
right fielder Julio Concepcion in 
the eighth inning.

The Lake Monsters put up two 
runs in the third on Coney starter 
Luis Mateo, then padded their lead 
in the seventh, as Sewald — who 
had not given up a run all sea-
son — let Vermont third baseman 
Wilfredo Solano come home on 
a triple by designated hitter Sam 
Roberts. He gave up another run 
in the inning, leaving him with an 
impressive, but not record-break-
ing ERA of 0.79.

Cyclones 2

Vermont Lake Monsters 0
Aug. 19 at Centennial Field

Solo blasts by catcher Kevin 
Plawecki powered Brooklyn past 
the Vermont Lake Monsters for a 
shutout victory in Burlington.

Coney starter Hansel Robles 
picked up his fourth win of the 
season by limiting the Lake Mon-
sters to just two hits, one walk, 
and zero runs in six innings on 

the rubber. Vermont hurler Brent 
Powers was almost as effective 
his first three innings, keeping 
the Clones off the board while 
giving up just two hits and no 
runs. But Plawecki — who went 
two-for-three with two homers — 
opened up the fourth frame with 
a dinger over the left field fence 
that put Brooklyn up 1–0.

In the sixth, Plawecki — a Pur-
due University grad who was the 
35th overall pick for the Amaz-
in’s in 2012 — crushed another 
homer to left, giving Brooklyn all 
the offense it would need.

Cyclones 6

Vermont Lake Monsters 2
Aug. 20 at Centennial Field

The Clones wrapped up a six-
day road trip with a bang by top-
ping the Vermont Lake Monsters 
in the rubber match of a three-
game series.

The Clones took the lead in the 
second, with right fielder Eudy Pina 
cracking a homer to center with 
second baseman Juan Carlos Gam-
boa and catcher Nelfi Zapata on 
base. Coney center fielder Bran-
don Nimmo followed that up by a 
grounding one past the shortstop 
for a single — then stealing second. 
Brooklyn shortstop Phillip Evans 
— who went three-for-four on the 
night — drove Nimmo in by slap-
ping a grounder up the middle.

In the sixth, the Lake Monsters 
walked Nimmo, then allowed Ev-
ans to drive him in with a liner to 
right. The Lake Monsters managed 
to come up with a run in the bot-
tom of the seventh after an error 
by Evans allowed third baseman 
Jacob Tanis to reach base. Tanis 
then touched the plate after cen-
ter fielder Brett Vertigan hit one 
to center off reliever Logan Taylor 
— marking Taylor’s first unearned 
run of the season. His ERA, how-
ever, remains a flawless 0.00.

But the Clones weren’t done yet. 
In a show of late-inning power, left 
fielder Stefan Sabol hit a dinger in 
the ninth that put Brooklyn ahead by 
five. The Lake Monsters cut the lead 
to four, but it wasn’t enough.

Tri-City ValleyCats 5

Cyclones 2
Aug. 21 at MCU Park

Brooklyn’s bats fell silent after 
the third while Coney ace Rainy 
Lara squandered a two-run lead as 
the team dropped the first of three 
games in the People’s Playground 
to the NY–Penn League-leading 
Tri-City ValleyCats.

The Mini-Mets got ahead in the 
third after second baseman Juan 
Carlos Gamboa smacked a liner to 
left for a double with designated 
hitter Nelfi Zapata on deck. Zap-
ata then hammered one over the 
left field fence to give the Clones a 
two-run lead. But those would be 
Brooklyn’s only runs of the game, 
as the team managed just three more 
hits over the next six frames.

Lara pitched himself into a 
jam in the fifth by walking two 
batters and plunking another hit-
ter. Right fielder Preston Tucker 
stepped up to the plate with one 
away and whacked a line drive to 
center for a two-run single — lead-
ing Cyclones skipper Rich Don-
nelly to yank Lara for reliever Tim-
othy Peterson. But when Peterson 
took the rubber, the new hurler gave 
up a single to first baseman Jesse 
Wierzbicki that drove one in. A sac 
fly ended the inning with Brook-
lyn down by two — and the Val-
leyCats weren’t done yet.

The ValleyCats scored again 
in the sixth, and Brooklyn fell 
to four games behind the divi-
sion-leading Hudson Valley Ren-
egades. They remain four games 
ahead in the wild card race.

Ups and downs for the Clones
The
Ride
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November 18, 2012 at 3:00pm

WORLD-CLASS SPORTS AND 
ENTERTAINMENT IS BACK 

IN BROOKLYN

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

Win tickets to Kellogg’s Tour of Gymnastics Champions at Barclays Center courtesy of CNG. 
To enter send your name address and phone number to: Gymnatic Contest, CNG, 1 MetroTech Center North, Brooklyn NY, 11201 
or email your name, address and phone number to contest@cnglocal.com with a subject of GYMNASTICS. 

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Sammy Kassen is a ha-
lal-cart hero, according to a 
group of street vendor advo-
cates who want to give the 
rolling restaurateur a spe-
cial Vendy award for battling 
rogue benches and pugna-
cious bar owners in order to 
keep his Middle Eastern Ha-
lal Cart on Fifth Avenue.

Members of the Street Ven-
dor Project — a group that of-
fers aid to sidewalk merchants 
— say they will present Kassen 
with their “Most Heroic Ven-
dor” award during a special 
ceremony on September 15. 

Project officials said they 
were impressed with how 
Kassen stood his ground and 
continued selling gyros near 

86th Street in spite of numer-
ous obstacles — including a 
 pair of benches  that myste-
riously appeared in his spot 
in March, and an April  sit-in 
demonstration   by nearby busi-
ness owners who felt the food 
wagon was hurting their bot-
tom lines. 

“Kassen and his staff has 
been standing up for their 
rights in this location, de-
spite conflicts with the anti-
cart, brick-and-mortar busi-
nesses in the area,” said Matt 
Shapiro, an attorney for the 
Street Vendor Project.

Kassen was humbled by 
the news.

“We work hard, we do our 
jobs, we support our families, 
and we defend our rights,” he 
said. “I hope this helps raise 

awareness in my community 
that all Americans have the 
right to make an honest liv-
ing.” 

Yet the Street Vendor Proj-
ect may be honoring an ille-
gal food cart vendor: Sean Ba-
sinski, another Street Vendor 
Project attorney,  told this paper  
in June that Kassen rented his 
permit to sell food on the street 
from the actual license holder 
— which is illegal, although 
he dismissed the infraction as 
a minor violation.

“Jaywalking’s a crime, but 
it’s an open secret that peo-
ple jaywalk, and it’s an open 
secret that people rent per-
mits,” the lawyer said, esti-
mating that 60 percent of all 
street food sellers rent their 
licenses to grill.

Gyro cart wins 
heroism award
Street food group cheers vendor 

Middle Eastern Halal Cart operator Sammy Kas-
sen will receive a Vendy award for being the city’s  
“Most Heroic Vendor” in September.
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The Brooklyn Paper

A public school admin-
istrator and her husband 
will open a “burlesque cab-
aret” in a troubled Red Hook 
venue that’s home to a con-
troversial strip club.

Cynthia Thomas-Dicks 
— a Department of Edu-
cation employee and for-
mer math teacher — filed 
papers last week seeking a 
permit to serve booze at a 
nightclub that’s set to replace 
Paris Cabaret, which  opened 
under the guise of a “bur-
lesque performance space”  
then featured pole dancers, 
softcore porn on TV, and 
lap dances.

Her new establishment, 
dubbed Con Amore Cab-
aret, will showcase “bur-
lesque,” “jazz,” and “im-
prov,” according to the State 
Liquor Authority application 
she filed on Aug. 8.

Thomas-Dicks said she 
and her partner, Earl Dicks, 
have a different vision than 
Paris Cabaret’s owners — 
even though they wont al-
ter the club’s interior, which 
includes stripper poles and 
a private room.

“There will be a vari-
ety of entertainment — 
and we’re definitely ca-
tering to a 35-plus crowd,” 
Thomas-Dicks said. “In a 
sense, we’re giving back to 
the community.”

But neighbors — who 
have long claimed the club 
on Commerce and Richards 
streets lures disruptive and 
sometimes violent patrons 
who urinate on the street — 
are skeptical that a change in 
ownership will change the 

Ex-teacher plans 
burlesque club
Neighbors fear it’s just a strip club

A couple say they will bring burlesque to the 
venue that houses Red Hook’s Paris Cabaret — a 
nightclub that promised to showcase burlesque 
but feels more like a strip joint.

culture of the venue.
“I have very little faith it 

will be anything better than 
it was before,” said neighbor 
Kiki Valentine, a burlesque 
performer who is respected 
in the industry.

That’s partly because 
the new proprietors aren’t 
the first people who prom-
ised the nightclub would be 
dedicated to the performing 
arts — last year Paris Cab-
aret’s owner David Ruggi-
ero  told Community Board 6 
the space was “not going to 
be an adult establishment,” 
and said it wouldn’t feature 
stripper poles. 

A subsequent visit by this 
newspaper proved that there 
were stripper poles — and 
dancers using them.

Neighbors now say it’s 
difficult to imagine that the 
new establishment will lure 
an artsy crowd rather than a 
seedy scene considering its 

location near the Brooklyn–
Battery Tunnel and the ven-
ue’s troubled history.

In 2008, the space was 
home to a dance club called 
Hello Brooklyn, which was 
operated by a party promoter 
who was arrested for selling 
booze without a license.

But Earl Dicks, who for 
years ran a jazz club Down-
town called Studio 243, said 
he’ll use his experience with 
legit event promotion and 
crowd control to succeed 
with the new business.

“We come with the expe-
rience [the previous owner] 
didn’t have,” he said.

Red Hook residents hope 
it works — and that the club 
will become a meeting point 
for art, music, and real bur-
lesque.

“It could legit place for 
entertainment but that re-
mains to be seen,” Valen-
tine said.

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A new Park Slope bookstore 
will reverse a book shop exo-
dus that has left the borough’s 
most famous community of 
writers and readers with just 
two places to buy tomes.

DUMBO’s powerHouse 
Books is planning to open 
an outpost in a former video 
rental shop on Eighth Ave-
nue in October — marking 
the first high-profile book-
store to come to the neigh-
borhood since Barnes and 
Noble set up shop on Sev-
enth Avenue in 1997.

And the store’s owners 

say that even in these trying 
times for booksellers, their 
less-is-more approach will 
be a big hit.

“People like bookstores 
as a destination as opposed 
to a victual supply station 
nearby,” said bookseller and 
Park Slope parent Daniel 
Power, who opened the origi-
nal powerHouse Books in 1995 
in DUMBO. “We stock less, 
but make the selection more 
focused, sometimes whimsi-
cal, and let the physical expe-
rience of wandering around 
do its work.”

The arrival of powerHouse 
won’t be quite as significant as 
the discovery of the printing 

press, however any new book-
store is a big deal for lit-lovers 
in the neighborhood, which 
once boasted  four booksell-
ers on Seventh Avenue alone , 
but now has just two.

Barnes and Noble’s debut, 
coupled with rising rents and 
the advent of the e-book, forced 
many of the community’s book 
peddlers out of the neighbor-
hood or out of business — lead-
ing some to claim that  Park 
Slope had lost its crown as 
Brooklyn’s marquee literary 
neighborhood .

But Ezra Goldstein, co-
owner of the Community 
Bookstore on Seventh Ave-
nue, says the area’s logophiles 

haven’t gone anywhere.
“Our business is way up 

despite Nooks, Kindles, and 
Amazon,” said Goldstein, 
who purchased the 41-year-
old bookstore in 2010 after it 
 weathered some financial un-
certainty . “We now share that 
literary cachet with many more 
neighborhoods, but people in 
Park Slope still love books.”

That’s what powerHouse is 
banking on — and the owners 
of the new store hope to cater 
to the neighborhood’s specific 
tastes by stocking more young 
adult, living, style, cooking, 
and decorating titles than their 
DUMBO shop.

The shop between 11th and 

12th streets will even have a 
section for children under 10 
years old and it will host plenty 
of kid-themed events.

That could be a win-
ning business model in Park 
Slope, according to novel-
ist and neighborhood mom 
Amy Sohn.

“Maybe a mom goes in to 
buy ‘Go the F!@# to Sleep’ 
and walks out with a new Mar-
tin Amis book,” said Sohn, 
who just released “Mother-
land” — a book about the 
depraved side of Slope par-
ents. “This is a neighborhood 
where people want to be able 
to pretend that they read even 
if they don’t.”

New bookstore for Park Slope

Kassen denied renting the 
permit, claiming that he rents 
the cart which has the permit 
attached to it  — something 
he says is perfectly legal. 

Fifth Avenue business 
owners who have been try-
ing to boot Kassen from 
Fifth Avenue were unim-
pressed with the food ven-
dor’s honor.

“It’s a shame when the 

city allows one criminal 
enterprise to praise another 
criminal enterprise for ‘cou-
rageous activities’ that are to-
tally illegal,” said Tony Gen-
tile, owner of the Lone Star 
Bar and leader of the “Save 
Our Streets” campaign, who 
said that he and other busi-
ness owners are suing the city 
for failing to enforce its street 
vendor laws.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops conducted a Prohi-
bition-style raid on a Green-
point bar — but they burst 
through the wrong door and 
forced a law-abiding busi-
ness to go bottom up, says an 
angry nightlife entrepreneur 
who is suing the NYPD.

Officers were acting on 
a personal vendetta against 

bar owner David Kelleran 
when they poured thousands 
of dollars of booze down the 
drain at his Greenpoint Ave-
nue bar Coco66, when it was 
his next-door restaurant 68 
that actually had problems 
with its liquor license, law-
yer Craig Trainor claims.

“The utter and complete 
lawlessness exhibited by the 
NYPD in this case shocks the 

conscience,” said Trainor. 
Police said last year that 

they arrested Kelleran and 
raided Coco66 after the bar’s 
liquor license expired.

Trainor admits Kelleran 
bounced a check renewing 
his liquor license with the 
State Liquor Authority, but 
he insists that Coco66 had 
a valid license. 

Instead, he claims it was 

68 that had issues with non-
payment. But the lawyer says 
that didn’t protect Kelleran’s 
liquid livelihood.

“Parties have procedural 
rights,” he said. “There is a 
seizure and voucher process. 
There is paperwork and num-
bers assigned, and property 
is secured and safeguarded. It 
is not supposed to be dumped 
down a drain.”

And after bouncing the 
check for 68’s renewed liquor 
license, Trainor says Kelle-
ran should have had ten days 
to send in another payment. 
But cops burst into the bars 
after five days. Kelleran, who 
is suing for unspecified dam-
ages and never managed to 
reopen Coco66, said last year 
that he did not see a warn-
ing letter from the state until 

three days after the raid.
Trainor claims Green-

point cops marked Coco66 
as a target long before the 
raid — pointing to quotes 
by 94th Precinct deputy in-
spector Terence Hurson that 
appeared in  this newspaper  
shortly after the raid and are 
now part of the lawsuit.

“This is something I’ve 
wanted to do for a while — 

we’ve had noise complaints 
about the place,” he said af-
ter the incident.

The 94th Precinct, the 
NYPD’s press office, and 
the city’s Law Department 
did not return calls. Kelleran, 
who was kept in jail overnight 
following the raid, pleaded 
guilty to disorderly conduct 
— a violation — for selling 
liquor without a license.

Lawsuit: Cops shut down wrong G’point bar

The owner of Coco66 says 
cops poured out his booze 
even though the venue had 
a proper liquor license.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

A more energy-efficient  
home or apartment

Free. 
 (really, free.)

What are you waiting for?
For income-eligible residents, EmPower 
New York offers improved insulation, 
reduced drafts, and upgraded lighting and 
appliances—for free. 
55,000 of your neighbors have already done 
it. Now it’s your turn to lower your energy 
bills and keep more money in your pocket. 
It’s a no-brainer.

»  EmPower New York
 A better life begins at home.  
Learn more: 1-800-263-0960 
visit: nyserda.ny.gov/empower

 *  You may be eligible for EmPower if you are eligible for 
HEAP benefits, participate in a utility payment assistance 
program, or have household income below 60% of the 
state median income.

   RES-EMP-cons-ad-6-v1

lotte or Detroit or Indy, but 
this is my home.”

Bregman — who also 
works on race cars for Honda 

and General Motors — said 
the costs for opening between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street are certainly higher here 
than they would be in those 

lot of publicity from us,” 
said Morrison, who claims 
he started offering reggae-
thumping rides that are also 
BYOB for $6 each way last 
year. “People were looking 
for us and couldn’t find us 
and people thought they came 
up with the idea.”

The entrepreneurs have 
similar business models, 
but very different bvack-
grounds.

Morrison is 25-year-vet-
eran “dollar van” operator 
who’s first job was collect-
ing fares on buses in his na-
tive Jamaica.

Morrill is a business-
minded 20-something from 
Brooklyn Heights who went 
to Stuyvesant High School 
and graduated from Middle-
bury College in 2008.

And their bus lines oper-
ate differently, as well.

Morrison’s vehicles have 
room to stow bikes inside — 
and he’s willing to pick up pas-
sengers along the way if beach-
goers are so inclined.

The Rockabus is more ex-
pensive at $10 for a one-way 
ticket and $15 for round-trip 
service, but the company 
courts customers seeking con-
venience thanks to its online 
ticketing.

Bikes aren’t allowed on the 
old school bus, but water-lov-
ers who buy Rockabus tick-
ets receive discounts on food 
and drinks at hip hot spots in 

the Rockaways.
Both companies say they’re 

thriving and winning tons of 
customers by linking North 
Brooklyn to parts of Queens 
that previously required 
lengthy subway rides or mul-
tiple bus transfers.

“We don’t have a choice 
but to welcome competition, 
but we’re very confident in 
the quality of the service we 
provide,” said Morrill, whose 
company had its biggest day 
to date on Aug. 12 when it 
ferried more than 400 peo-
ple to and from the beach. “A 
lot of people come back ev-
ery weekend.”

Morrison says business has 
been so good he has upped 
the number of vans and mini-
buses assigned to the route 
this summer — and he says 
that’s something passengers 
should cheer.

“People deserve a better 
service than a school bus,” 
Morrison said. “I love trans-
portation. I know I can do 
better.”

Alexis Van Lines departs 
from N. Seventh Street at 
Bedford Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg. For reservations 
call (917) 434-1614. Tues., 
Thur.–Sun., $6 one way, 
$12 roundtrip.

The Rockabus departs 
from Union and Meeker av-
enues in Williamsburg. For 
reservations visit Rockabus.
com. Sat. and Sun., $10 one 
way, $15 roundtrip.

ren Paige Richeson, who had 
spent nearly every waking 
hour searching for the miss-
ing pup after it disappeared 
late Monday night.

The canine caper began af-
ter Richeson tied her dog to 
a pole while she shopped at a 
grocery at the corner of Broad-
way and Kosciuszko Street.

When she exited the store, 
Lily was nowhere to be seen 
and witnesses told her they 
saw a man in a red shirt drag-
ging the dog around the neigh-
borhood by her collar.

Richeson was elated to be 
reunited with her pooch, which 
she adopted three years ago 
from a pit bull rescue orga-
nization in Virginia.

Continued from page 1

BUSES...

car and racing meccas.
But some of those ex-

penses were offset by a city 
program that helps businesses 
that set up shop on “brown-
fields” — offering entrepre-
neurs financial incentives to 
clean up and eventually con-
duct commerce on land po-

tentially contaminated by 
previous users.

So far, the city has given 
Bregman $6,000 for investi-
gation and cleanup of his site, 
as well as a $25,000 bonus 
for going beyond the mini-
mum requirements of envi-
ronmental remediation.  

Mayor Bloomberg ap-
plauded Bregman’s move 
to Williamsburg and his te-
nacity in cleaning up the con-
taminated lot, which housed 
residences before it fell into 
disuse 27 years ago.

“This vacant, polluted 
eyesore blighted the neigh-
borhood for decades,” said 
Bloomberg.  “New York City 
is a global leader in fashion 
and technology. Now we can 
add Indy car engines to all the 
other things we make.”

Bregman is expected to 
finish his cleanup this sum-
mer and open next summer 
on a block that already boasts 
the dinner-and-a-movie des-
tination the Nighthawk Cin-
ema and the Daily Feed or-
ganic grocery store. 

Continued from page 1

CARS...

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Robbers held up at least 
two straphangers as they 
bought MetroCards in the N. 
Seventh Street L train station 
in separate incidents on Aug. 
14 and 16, police said.

• The first victim told cops 
he had just bought a Met-
roCard at the station near 
Bedford Avenue at 6:40 pm 
when the mugger pressed 
a knife to the victim’s side 
and said, “Give me your wal-
let.” The perp then ran off 
with the man’s iPod, head-
phones, credit card, Metro-
Card, and cash.

• A woman told police 
she was at the station two 
days later at 3:40 pm filling 
her MetroCard, but got dis-
tracted by a man pacing back 
and forth. A moment later, 
the brute grabbed her in a 
bear hug, ripped her purse 
from her shoulder, and fled 
up the stairs.

Stay in the car
A good Samaritan who 

stopped to help someone 
who appeared in need found 
himself surrounded by three 
ne’er-do-wells who wres-
tled him to the ground and 
cut his middle finger with 
a knife on Norman Avenue 
on Aug. 19. 

The victim told police he 
was driving near Jewel Street 
at 3:20 am when a man on the 
street flagged him down. 

When the victim stopped 
to help, the bullies attacked. 
After the scuffle they threw 
the knife in a sewer and ran 
away, the victim said.

Tracked 
Police arrested two men 

who they say broke into a 
N. Sixth Street apartment 
on Aug. 9.

The victim told police 

someone stole her iPhone 
and other belongings from 
her apartment between Kent 
Street and the waterfront at 
6:45 pm. Police used the 
phone’s tracking app and 
arrested the suspects.

A large sum
Someone stole a duffle bag 

containing $30,000 from an 
armored car while the em-
ployee was filling an ATM 
on Metropolitan Avenue on 
Aug. 13.

The victim told police he 
was stocking the automated 
teller machine at a bar near 
Union Street at 4 am. When 
he returned to the vehicle, the 
bag was gone. He told police 
he was unsure if he locked 
the driver’s-side door. 

Basement 
break-in

A burglar forced his way 
into a basement office on 
Manhattan Avenue on Aug. 
16 — and took off with cash 
and a laptop belonging to a 
restaurant worker who was 
on his shift.

The victim told police that 
someone entered the base-
ment’s open hatch at Bed-
ford Avenue at 1:40 am, and 
then forced open the door to 
the office and stole the cash 
and Mac computer.

— Danielle Furfaro

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

For $5
A violent jerk beat up a 

man and stole his wallet on 
Third Street on Aug. 13.

The 45-year-old victim 
told cops he was near Eighth 
Avenue at 9:45 pm when a 
man wearing a blue shirt 
grabbed him by the throat 
and threw him to the ground. 
The creep then snatched the 

victim’s brown Coach wal-
let — containing only $5 — 
and ran away.

Putt nut
A thief stole some expen-

sive golf gear from a car on 
Seventh Street on Aug. 14.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops he parked his 2005 
Ford Explorer near Third Av-
enue at 8:30 pm, then came 
back the next day at 6 pm and 
discovered his rear window 
was broken and a $2,000 golf 
bag, a camera, and a diaper 
bag were gone.

Bike bummer
A scoundrel swiped a 

sweet bicycle from a home 
on Fifth Street on Aug 16.

The 46-year-old victim 
told cops he spotted a stranger 
walk through the door of his 
home near Eighth Avenue 
at 1:25 am, grab his $1,000 
Guerciotti bike, and flee.

Delivery downer
A crook stole a car from 

a pizza delivery guy on 13th 
Street on Aug. 17.

The 33-year-old worker 
told cops he left his silver 
Honda Civic running with the 
keys in the ignition while he 
delivered a pizza near Fifth 
Avenue. He came back a few 
minutes later and discovered 
the $1,000 ride gone.

Nightlife no-no
A jerk jacked a purse from 

a bar-goer on Fifth Avenue 
on Aug. 14.

The 25-year-old victim 
told cops she hung her bag 
on the back of a chair at Bar 
Reis near Sixth Street at 1:40 
am, then looked away for 20 
minutes and discovered her 
bag — full of credit cards and 
an iPhone — missing. 

Butler hustler
Cops arrested a man who 

they say snatched a fancy 
cellphone from a woman on 
Fourth Avenue on Aug. 15.

The 23-year-old victim 
was near Butler Street at 8:30 
am when a man grabbed an 
iPhone from her hand and 
rode away on a bike, accord-
ing to police.

Cops arrested a 27-year-
old suspect the same day.

Dirty deed
A perp stole a diaper bag 

from a home on Garfield 
Place on Aug. 15, accord-
ing to police.

The 39-year-old vic-
tim told cops a man rang 
the door to her apartment 
building near Sixth Avenue 
at around 12:20 pm, then 
walked in then grabbed a di-

aper bag, baby wipes, and a 
cart for shopping.

Cops arrested a 46-year-
old man the same day.

Apple gone
A thief swiped a laptop 

from an apartment on St. 
Marks Place on Aug. 16.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops he left his home 
near Third Avenue at 2 am, 
then came back at 10 pm 
and discovered someone 
had climbed onto his fire 
escape, crawled through 
his window, and left with 
his MacBook Pro.

Neighbors told cops they 
saw nothing.

— Natalie O’Neill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Training day
Two miscreants robbed a 

man at the Lafayette Avenue 
C train station on Aug. 16.

The 28-year-old vic-
tim told cops he was on the 
train at the station near S. Ox-
ford Street at 8 am when two 
crooks approached him and 
one displayed a black gun in 
his waistband.

The duo then patted down 
the victim and stole his wal-
let and iPhone — though they 
gave him his passport back. 

Bar smacked
Two thugs robbed and beat 

a man on Tillary Street on 
Aug. 15. 

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops two guys at a bar 
asked him if he wanted to 
hang out. He followed them 
to their apartment at Navy 
Street at 3:40 am, where they 
beat him with a gun and took 
his wallet, cops say.

Biked a bit
Police arrested a man 

who they say tried to rob a 
woman on Vanderbilt Ave-
nue on Aug. 17.

The 34-year-old victim 
told cops she was between 
Dekalb and Lafayette ave-
nues at 1 am on her way home 
when the man snuck up be-
hind her on a bicycle and tried 
to steal her purse. 

Greed stick
Police arrested a teenager 

accused of trying to steal de-
odorant and body sprays from 

a pharmacy on Myrtle Ave-
nue on Aug. 17.

Representatives from the 
CVS at Ashland Place told 
cops that a teenager entered 
the store at 1:20 pm and at-
tempted to steal $99 worth of 
Axe deodorant. The 16-year-
old also stabbed the security 
guard who tried to stop him, 
cops said.

Phoned away
A jerk stole a cellphone 

from a man on Washington 
Avenue on Aug. 17 — and 
threatened to shoot the victim 
when he fought back.

The 21-year-old victim 
told cops he was at Lafay-
ette Avenue at 10:05 pm when 
the crook grabbed his iPhone 
from his hands. After the vic-
tim pushed the jerk, the crook 
put his hands into his pocket 
and mimicked as if he were 
carrying a gun.

“I’ll shoot you.” he said.

Sub-dued
A crook robbed a woman 

on the 4 train at the Atlantic 
Avenue station on Aug. 18. 

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops she attempted to 
leave the train at the station 
near Flatbush Avenue at 8:15 
pm when the crook blocked 
the door and said, “Sit down.” 
The victim said he took $135 
from her wallet and fled.

Makes no sense
A thief entered an apart-

ment on Carlton Avenue and 
stole a pretty plain object. 

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops that the crook en-
tered her apartment between 
Dekalb and Lafayette avenues 
sometime between 1 pm on 
Aug. 11 and 10 pm on Aug. 13 
and made off with a wooden 
dowel valued at $10.

Stuffed
A crook broke into a car 

on St. Felix Street on Aug. 
14 and stole $4,000 worth of 
equipment. 

The 40-year-old victim 
told cops he left his car be-
tween Dekalb Avenue and 
Fulton Street at 4:30 pm and 
returned at 5:15 pm to find 
his belongings missing. 

Parks wrecked
A thief ransacked a Parks 

Department vehicle on Park 
Avenue on Aug. 15.

A representative from the 

city agency told cops he left 
the car parked at St. Edwards 
Street at 11:50 am and re-
turned five minutes later to 
find a window broken and 
$1,450 worth of electron-
ics gone. 

House heist
A crook stole lots of costly 

electronics from an Adelphi 
Street home on Aug. 15. 

The victim told cops he 
left his place between Dekalb 
and Willoughby avenues at 
1:30 pm, and returned at 7:45 
pm to find $9,000 worth of 
electronics gone. Police say 
the crook entered through a 
basement door.

Bike by grab
A crook on a bike stole a 

man’s cellphone on S. Elliott 
Place on Aug. 13.

The 31-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
Dekalb and Lafayette ave-
nues at 1:34 am when the 
thief rode by on a bicycle, 
and snatched his phone.

Victoria’s swipe
A crook stole a woman’s 

wallet at the Atlantic Termi-
nal Mall on Aug. 18.

The 55-year-old victim 
told cops she left her wallet 
on the counter of the Vic-
toria’s Secret in the Atlan-
tic Avenue mall at 12:13 pm. 
When she returned two min-
utes later it was gone.

— Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Chain gang
A thug ripped a $950 neck-

lace off a Bay Ridge man’s 
neck on 72nd Street on Aug. 
16, police report.

The victim said he was be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 10:30 pm when the 
crook came up from behind 
him and grabbed the gold 
chain — adorned with a solid 
gold medallion and a crucifix 
— off of his neck. The vil-
lain yanked until the neck-
lace broke, then jumped into a 
getaway car that was double-
parked on the street. 

Home unsafe
A crook swiped $2,400 in 

loot from a 78th Street home 
on Aug. 16, cops say.

The victim told investiga-
tors that she left her house 
between 10th and 11th ave-
nues at 7:40 am and came 
back at 5 pm and realized 
somebody made off with 
two of her watches, her iPod 
Nano, and $2,000 of her hard-
earned cash.

Withdrawal
A jerk stole a Dyker 

Heights man’s wallet and 
iPad from his car on 73rd 
Street overnight on Aug. 
13— then helped himself 
to $100 from the victim’s 
bank account.

The victim told cops 
parked in front of his house 
between 12th and 13th ave-
nues at 9:10 pm and returned 
at 6:30 am the next day to 
find his cards, cash, and pre-
cious Apple gadget missing. 
He also reported that the thief 
had used his card to withdraw 
100 smackers from an auto-
mated teller machine.

Screwed
A fiend broke into a Sena-

tor Street apartment that was 
under construction and made 
off with $1,350 in tools — in-
cluding a drill priced at $750 
— overnight on Aug. 14.

The contractor said he and 
his workers called it a day at 
the building between Colo-
nial Road and Ridge Boule-
vard at 10 pm, then returned 
at 6:15 am the next day to find 
their expensive screw gun, 
along with a pair of nail guns, 
had gone missing.

Plastic surgery
A burglar stole five credit 

cards from a Dyker Heights 
man’s car parked on 72nd 
Street overnight on Aug. 14.

The victim said he left his 
car in his driveway between 
13th and 14th avenues at 11 pm. 
When he came back the next 
day at 4 am, he noticed that 
the car’s console was open — 
and his cards were gone.

— Will Bredderman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Knife and pliers
A duo armed with a knife 

and pliers held up a man for 
his iPhone at the corner of 
Clinton and Congress streets 
on Aug. 10.

The pair confronted the 
victim at midnight and threat-
ened him with their weapons, 
according to cops.

The victim tried to fight 
them off and suffered injuries 
to his arms during the strug-
gle, investigators said.

The thieves escaped with 
an iPhone, headphones, and 
$100. Police arrested a 15-
year-old believed to have been 
involved in the incident. 

Gun threat
Two thugs threatened to 

shoot a woman on Court 

Muggers raid W’burg MetroCard buyers
Street in a scary Aug. 20 
mugging.

The perps confronted the 
20-year-old victim on the 
block between Huntington 
and W. Ninth streets at 8:30 
pm and demanded she fork 
over her iPhone.

“Give me your cellphone 
or I’ll shoot,” one of the 
crooks said, according to a 
police report.

The victim handed over her 
phone and the thieves fled.

Tackle debacle
Burglars pillaged a Van 

Brunt Street bar early on Aug. 
20 and made off with cash, 
booze, and electronics.

The crooks forced their 
way into Red Hook Bait and 
Tackle through a back door 
between 5 am and 11 am, po-
lice say.

Once inside the watering 
hole, which is between Pio-
neeer Street and Visitation 
Place, the thieves grabbed 
$830, 11 bottles of liquor 
including Absolut vodka, 
Malibu rum, Jack Daniel’s 
whiskey, and Maker’s Mark 
bourbon, a Nokia flip phone, 
and four iPods. 

Copper caper 
Police arrested three men 

accused of stealing copper 
cables from a Metropol-
itan Transportation Au-
thority construction site on 
Aug. 20.

A witness told officers 
he saw the men removing 
the valuable metal inside 
an MTA yard at the corner 
of Smith Street and Fourth 
Place between 4 am and 
4:15 am.

Police canvassed the 
neighborhood and say they 
spotted three men pushing an 
orange cart loaded with the 
stolen items on Third Ave-
nue near Third Street.

Watch out!
Someone broke into a De-

graw Street home and stole a 
fancy watch on Aug. 16.

The thief forced his way 
through the front door — 
damaging the door itself — 
between 6 pm and 8:40 pm, 
according to police.

Once inside the residence, 
which is between Hoyt and 
Smith streets, the crook 
grabbed a Movado watch 
valued at $600, a key, and 
$40 in cash, and fled.

Park beating
Two thugs insulted and as-

saulted a 12-year-old girl inside 
Coffey Park on Aug. 19.

The villains approached 
the victim in the green space 
at around 7 pm near the cor-
ner of Richards and Verona 
streets, made an vulgar re-
mark, and began punching 
her in the face and head. 
 — Ben Muessig

Continued from page 1

DOG... “Part of me had accepted 
that I was never going to see 
my dog again,” said Richeson, 
who spent frantic days biking 
around Brooklyn and hang-
ing up fliers. “It’s a crazy city 
and the chances of getting a 
pit bull back in Bushwick are 
slim to none.”

For her part, Lily seemed 
nonplussed by her ordeal. 

“She had no idea what 
went on,” said Richeson. 
“She was like, ‘Okay, time 
to go home,’ and came home 

and got in her bed.”
Administrators at the 

shelter told Richeson that 
the name of the person who 
dropped the dog off is confi-
dential, she said. Richeson is 
not sure how Lily got all the 
way out to East New York, but 
she’s convinced she didn’t get 
there on her own. 

“It’s about five miles away 
and the terrain is impossible,” 
said Richeson, 

She said she is going to con-
tinue to press police to find the 

felon who pilfered her pooch 
and is hoping officers will be 
able to identify the thief from 
video surveillance.

But her first priority is 
buying ice cream for all 
the neighborhood kids who 
helped look for Lily. 

“I can’t believe the way 
people rallied together,” she 
said. “I thought it was going 
to be just me and my room-
mate searching, but people 
really cared. It put my faith 
back in humanity.”
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ber of golf courses, or easy-
living vibe of retirement cap-
itals like Clearwater, Fla., or 
Scottsdale, Ariz. But it’s got 
plenty of desirable amenities 
for elderly Brooklynites, in-
cluding ample subway lines, 
multiple colleges for those 
who want to spend their retire-
ment hitting the books, easy-
to-reach cultural institutions 
such as the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music, and a handful 
of nearby hospitals.

The neighborhood already 
boasts lots of street-scape im-
provements that would ap-
peal to older residents, such 
as pedestrian crossings with 
countdown clocks and plenty 
of sidewalk seating, accord-

ing to Downtown Brook-
lyn Partnership spokesman 
Shane Kavanagh. 

And there’s two golf 
courses not so far away in 
Marine Park and Dyker 
Heights.

All it needs is low-cost 
housing that’s built with se-
niors in mind, and subway 
stations that are truly acces-
sible to those who are getting 
up in their years, said Will 
Stoner, associate state direc-
tor for AARP, a group for-
merly known as the Amer-
ican Association of Retired 
Persons.

“Mobility is one of the big-
gest concerns for a person no 
matter how old they are or 
where they live,” said Stoner. 

Spend $50 and we’ll give you back  
$50 in Free Play.

See Genting Rewards for complete details.

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

www.rwnewyork.com

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

In Queens, near JFK Airport at Aqueduct Racetrack. Take  or Q37. 
Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station @ Archer Avenue.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420
Call toll free: 1-888-888-8801

New Members Only

FIRST

ON US 

$50

Store Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm 
& Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm, 
Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room 
before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and 
every personality. With natural wood interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and 
a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and remodelers 
choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

“If they don’t have transpor-
tation, they end up isolated 
in their homes.”

That means apartment 
buildings not only need ele-
vators, they must have single-
floor layouts, walls that can 
support grab bars, and light 
and heat controls that can be 
reached from a wheelchair. 
And subway stations must 
have working elevators and 
small gaps between trains and 
platforms —  a major prob-
lem  at stations including Bor-
ough Hall, Dekalb Avenue, 
and Atlantic Avenue–Bar-
clays Center.

The cost of living can be 
prohibitively high in Brook-
lyn, especially for folks liv-
ing on a fixed income — 
but the city and state tend 
to have better services for 
elderly residents than their 
southern counterparts, ac-

cording to Stoner.
Still, price is the biggest 

impediment that’s keeping 
seniors out of the neighbor-
hood, according to Roberta 
Pankin, a 71-year-old who 
works in Downtown and lives 
in Sheepshead Bay.

“Seniors are on a fixed in-
come and those that do have a 
little bit of money don’t want 
to spend it on taxes,” said 
Pankin, who has no plans to 
move to Downtown. “There’s 
no place to put them — it’s all 
built up around here.”

Sure it’s got more hustle 
and bustle than the Florida 
coast or the Sunbelt, but that’s 
part of the appeal, according 
to Markowitz.

“When you move to Mi-
ami, you’re vegging out,” said 
Markowitz. “Brooklyn keeps 
you stimulated, and that 
keeps you younger.”

Continued from page 1

SENIORS...

DOWNTOWN PLACE CLEARWATER

35.7 Median age 47.2

Two Golf courses within five miles 15

Brooklyn Heights, Manhattan Close to St. Petersburg, Tampa

Sneaker stores Known for its Beaches

Dekalb Market, 
Brooklyn 

Tabernacle

Local institutions Early Bird Dinner Theater, 
Spiritual headquarters for Church 
of Scientology

“America’s Downtown” by The 
Brooklyn Paper

Dubbed The “quintessential Florida beach 
town” in Money Magazine’s “25 
Best Places to Retire”

RETIREMENT SMACKDOWN!
Borough President Markowitz wants senior citizens to retire in Downtown. But why should Brooklynites 
give up on their traditional late-life migration to Florida? Here’s how Downtown stacks up against Clear-
water, the city in the Sunshine state with the oldest population.

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Shark Week is coming to Brooklyn 
— and it’s going to last all year long. 

More than $125 million has been 
set aside to build a massive New York 
Aquarium exhibit titled, “Ocean Won-
ders: Sharks,” which planners say will 
be home to more than 40 of the beloved 
cartilaginous sea predators, as well as 
115 different species of fish, sea tur-
tles, and rays.

The tank, which will be about the 
size of a football field, will be run by 
the Wildlife Conservation Society — 
Aquarium operators who will be pour-
ing $34.4 million of private donations 
into the project on Surf Avenue and 

Aquarium adds bite
Massive new shark tank to open at Coney Island

Kids marvel at a New York Aquarium shark that could be getting a 
larger tank in 2015.
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IS CASH COSTING YOU 
TOO MUCH MONEY? 
GET A MONEYCARD.

1337   5689   5689   6465
John Doe

Now, you can save on fees and keep your 
money safer. Just load the MoneyCard with 
funds, use it, and reload it again. No bank 
account or credit check needed.

Sign up online at www.amalgamatedbank.com/moneycard.  
Or stop by your local branch and we’ll be happy to get you started.

Introducing Amalgamated Bank’s MoneyCard. 
Pay less fees. Keep more money.

MoneyCard

Monthly maintenance fee  
$2.95

Bill pay  
$0.75 per bill

Companion  
card-to-card transfer  
$2.00 

Amalgamated Bank ATM  
withdrawals**  
FREE 

Without MoneyCard

Check cashing fee  
$15.00 per check*

Money order fee to pay bill 
$2.50 per order

Remittance fee to send money  
to friends/family  
$10.00

ATM  
withdrawals 
UNAVAILABLE

*  Based on an $800 bi-weekly paycheck.  **$1.50 Non AB ATM located in the USA.  
Other fees may apply.  ©2012 Amalgamated Bank. All rights reserved.

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown, Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Bay Ridge. Each 
print edition delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, cartoonists 
and the world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient 
package. It’s one-stop shopping 
with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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future, and encouraged us to 
check back with him in Jan-
uary for an update.

“I am sure we will have a 
location in Brooklyn at some 
point,” said Jim Mallam, the 
chain’s director of franchise 

ket. A Red Hook designer 
recently created RydeSafe, 
a stick-on  armor that turns 
bikes into glow-in-the-dark 
rides at night .

Tyson’s invention — 
which also features reflec-
tive chin straps — might be 

the perfect accessory to that. 
He said he hopes the helmets 
will retail for between $70 
and $80 by Christmas and 
he wants to market them to 
kids and serious bike com-
muters alike.

“It’s not a fly-by-night 
idea,” he said. “It works!”

Continued from page 1

HELMET...

support.
This is not the first time 

that the controversial chain, 
which features waitresses in 
skin-tight short-shorts and 
form-fitting white tank tops, 
has considered opening in 
Brooklyn.

Park Slope parents  pro-
tested Hooters’s attempt to 
lease a property near the 
still-under-construction 
Barclays Center  in May, 
but Coney Island business 
owners say  the Atanta-
based “restaurant” could 
work in Coney Island, which 
has hosted countless bur-
lesque shows and the an-
nual Mermaid Parade — 
where thongs and pasties 
are part of the traditional 

costume.
“I wouldn’t be a regu-

lar, but I’d go there and eat 
some wings,” said Sideshow 
by the Seashore and Mer-
maid Parade founder Dick 
Zigun. “I’m looking to turn 
Surf Avenue into a late-night 
eating and drinking strip, 
and a Hooters would help 
with that.”

Others said a Hooters 
would be a logical fit for 
the neighborhood’s gritty, 
honky-tonk feel.

“It’s kind of perfect — 
you can go around the cor-
ner and see a burlesque show, 
and then you can go to Hoot-
ers and have a different kind 
of experience,” said Dianna 
“Lola Star” Carlin, owner of 

the eponymous Boardwalk 
boutique.

But not everybody was 
happy to see a chain res-
taurant open in Coney Is-
land — even one as bawdy 
as a Hooters.

“They’re going to get rid 
of all the small businesses 
and make it all corporate,” 
said Steve Petrelli, manager 
at Cha Cha’s Surf Bar and 
Pizzeria on Surf Avenue. “It’s 
going to be the new Times 
Square.”

Vitacco said the second 
floor restaurant will be more 
than 20 feet above Surf Ave-
nue and have an outdoor pa-
tio with a panoramic view of 
Luna Park, the Boardwalk, 
and the Atlantic Ocean.

Continued from page 1

HOOTERS...

SHOULD CONEY GAMBLE ON CASINOS?

“Yes. It brings the fun 
closer to the city. Casinos 
are fun.”

— Dolly Namdarian, 
Manhattan

“Yes and no. Casinos 
generate money and em-
ployment but mess up the 
community.”

— Edward Rivera, 
Coney Island

“Casinos would be good 
in Coney Island because 
they would be close to my 
house.”

— Mike Scodese, 
Gravesend

“Yes, it brings money to 
the city.”

— Howie Stozki, 
Dekran, NJ

“I would love to see a 
casino in Coney Island. 
Casinos are cool.”

— Anaelle Caroline, 
Paris, France

“I’m not in favor of bring-
ing a casino here. It is gross 
gentrification.”

— Margaret Powers, 
Providence, RI
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Borough President Markowitz wants to bring casinos to the Peo-
ple’s Playground, so we hit the Boardwalk and asked residents and 
visitors to share their thoughts and opinions about allowing gam-
bling in Coney Island:  

“Plain and simple, gambling 
is a way to separate people 
from their money. It’s a re-
gressive tax plan.”

— Mike Bloomberg,
New York, NY

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Rep. Michael Grimm is 
distancing himself from a 
former fund-raiser nabbed on 
immigration fraud charges 
— a political  operative 
many claim collected ille-
gal campaign donations for 
the former Marine and FBI 
agent.

The FBI took Ofer Bi-
ton, a former aide to Man-
hattan Rabbi Yoshiyahu 
Yosef Pinto, into custody on 
Aug. 17, but Grimm says he 
has nothing to do with the 
charges. He also claimed Bi-
ton never raised any money 
for him during his 2010 elec-
tion, even though a scathing 
New York Times article pub-

lished earlier this year out-
lined how the two men al-
legedly  strong-armed  Pinto’s 
followers into contributing 
to the freshman legislator’s 
campaign .

“He was not my fund-
raiser,” Grimm said, not-
ing that a Congressional Eth-
ics Committee cleared him 
of the allegations months 
ago.  “Any donations that I 
received from followers of 
the Rabbi were respectfully 
and legally obtained.”

Grimm said that he and 
Biton never worked together, 
even though contributors say 
the two collected large cash 
donations from Pinto’s fol-
lowers — many of whom 
were Israeli citizens who 

couldn’t contribute to an 
American political cam-
paign.

“I will state yet again for 
the record that the bogus al-
legations lodged against me 

are 100 percent baseless and 
any fair inquiry will reveal 
that,” Grimm said. “Attempt-
ing to tie me to this immigra-
tion-related arrest, is dishon-
est, malicious and evidence 
of how dirty politics is the 
weapon of choice by my op-
ponents.” 

Yet Grimm’s critics don’t 
believe the legislator — and 
are demanding he return the 
$500,000 Biton allegedly 
raised for him.

“If Grimm fails to return 
the money, he will be mak-
ing it clear that he is un-
fit to serve in Congress,” 
said Mark Murphy, a Dem-
ocrat who will be running 
against Grimm in Novem-
ber. “The scandals and un-

answered questions continue 
to grow, while his willing-
ness to tell the truth contin-
ues to shrink.”

Political insiders say that 
Murphy is eager to make po-
litical hay out of Biton’s ar-
rest, but do not think it will 
affect Grimm’s chances 
when the polls close on Elec-
tion Day.

“It won’t impact Grimm’s 
campaign one whit,” said top 
political consultant Hank 
Sheinkopf. “Just because 
the guy got arrested doesn’t 
mean you have to return the 
money. He was arrested for 
an immigration thing, not a 
money thing. It’s a jumbled 
argument and it speaks to 
desperation.”

Grimm denies any ‘dirty politics’
Rep dismisses criticism after alleged fund-raiser hauled off to jail

Rep. Michael Grimm
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Space cadet
He went from planet Brooklyn to planet Mars, 

and back again.
Fort Greene writer Andrew Kessler landed 

a dream job at NASA, and now he’s bringing 
his interplanetary experience to an art space in 

Gowanus just in time for 
the recent landing of the 
Curiosity rover.

“Space is the great uni-
fier,” said Kessler, who 
wrote the book “Martian 
Summer” about working 
at NASA. “It’s really hard 
to think about your petty 
differences when you look 
at space and realize how 

tiny and meaningless we really are.”
Sure, no Brooklynite will make the trip to 

Mars anytime soon, but Kessler says space nerds 
walk among us in the borough, like Ted South-
ern, who makes his own spacesuits.

“With DUMBO having a strong tech com-
munity it will happen,” said Kessler, who will 
speak about his time at NASA at Observatory 
on Aug. 30. “I think we’ll see more startups like 
Ted Southern’s and people doing little pieces of 
stuff for larger missions.”

Andrew Kessler at Observatory (543 Union 
St. at Nevins Street in Gowanus, www.obser-
vatoryroom.org). Aug. 30, 7:30 pm, $12.

 — Eli Rosenberg

TA L K

Freaks gotta stick together — and in Coney 
Island, that’s just what they’re doing.

The oddest inhabitants of the People’s Play-
ground are throwing a sideshow extravaganza 
aimed at lending a hand — though it might 
not look like any hand you’ve ever seen — to 
one of their own.

Last month, Jason Brott 
— called “The Illustrated 
Penguin” for his extensive 
body art, short stature, and 
having hands but no arms 
— was forced to leave 
Sideshows by the Sea-
shore to get medical care 
in his native Baltimore 
for complications related 
to his rare condition. 

His departure from the famous freak show, where 
he won fans over the past two years by performing 
on the bed of nails and inserting metal spikes into 
his nasal cavity, has worried his friends.

“We’re all of us, a really close-knit family,” said 
Ray Valenz, who joined the sideshow at the same 
time as Brott two years ago. “Now the worry level 
is up, and he’s on everyone’s thoughts.”

Penguinpalooza at Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [3006 W. 12th St. at Surf Avenue, (718) 
372–5159, shop.coneyisland.com]. Aug. 29, 9 
pm, $15. — Will Bredderman

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

E
at your heart out, Craigslist.

Brooklyn’s wildly popular 
bike-themed flea market is hit-

ting Park Slope again, offering bar-
gain-hunting cyclists sweet deals, 
and gear heads a chance to meet 
in a face-to-face setting.

Roughly 100 vendors — selling 
vintage road bikes, quirky hand-
wielded frames and hard-to-find 
accessories — are joining forces 
for the  fourth annual   Brooklyn Bike 
Jumble , a growing meet-up to cel-
ebrate bike culture and supercool 
gear at Washington Park.

“Cycling is exploding in Brook-
lyn right now and people need good 
cheap bikes,” said Jumble founder 
Harry Schwartzman.

Independent dealers from all 
over the country — including some 
of New York’s best frame builders 
— will sell new and used bicycles 
ranging from $50 to over $1,000, 
Schwartzman said.

Spendthrift riders in past years 
have mined for treasures including 
antique blueprints of a Schwinn racer, 
a rare women’s bike from France, 
and a bright red banana seat worth 
its weight in nostalgic value.

This year, the flea will include 
vendor stands from Ride Brook-
lyn, Dog Day Cyclery, 9th Street 
Cycles and more.

“It’s a great opportunity to get bet-
ter deals than what you might find on 
a normal day at a bike shop,” said Damien 
Nesbit owner of Dog Day Cyclery.

The event — which is the only official 
bike flea market in New York — is also a 

chance for cyclists “to meet up with like-
minded people” at a event that has grown 
in size since 2009, Schwartzman said.

That’s part of why he offered one piece 

of advice to get the most of the market.
“The earlier you get there, better 

chance you have of finding something 
good,” he said.

Brooklyn Bike Jumble at Washing-
ton Park [Third Street at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195]. Sept. 8, 
10 am-4 pm.

Freak funds
B E N E F I T

Off Broadway
Why go off-Broadway when you can go 

off-Ridge Boulevard?
A respected Manhattan theater troupe will 

take its talent to the outer boroughs when it pre-
mieres three short plays at its first-ever One-Act 

Festival at Christ Church 
on Ridge Boulevard.

The Abingdon The-
atre Company — a group 
dedicated to producing 
new American dramas 
— doesn’t have much ex-
perience in Bay Ridge, 
but festival artistic direc-
tor Jan Buttram hopes the 
neighborhood’s drama-

lovers will come out en masse.
“It’s beautiful out there, and everybody was 

so nice to us,” said Buttram, who visited the 
neighborhood just once before, while looking 
at an apartment decades ago. “We’re really 
hoping people come out to see it.”

One of the writers, Jen Silverman — whose 
2011 play “Crane Story” opened to glowing re-
views — hasn’t set foot in the tree-lined southern 
Brooklyn community, but said being in unfa-
miliar places is just part of being in theater.

“Part and parcel of being a playwright is 
working in venues you’ve never worked in,” the 
writer said. “We’re crossing our fingers that the 
community comes out and supports us.”

The Abingdon One-Act Theatre Festival 
at Christ Church [7301 Ridge Blvd., between 
73rd and 74th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745–3698, www.abingdontheatre.org]. Aug. 
25, 7 pm, $10, $20 for families of three or 
more.  — Will Bredderman

T H E AT E R

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.JEWELS BY SATNICK

187 State St. (between Court & Boerum)
718-852-1421

Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm
 License #1272660

WE’RE BUYING!
TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 

and we will buy your items on the spot.

FOLLOW 
US ON 

TWITTER

twitter.com/
Brooklyn_Paper

Pedaling peddlers

The booze cruiser: Red Lan-
tern Bicycles (pictured below) is 
the only bike shop in the state that 
serves beer, meaning you can toast 
then coast (once you’ve sobered up, 
of course!). 

Red Lantern Bicycles [345 Myr-
tle Ave. near Adelphi Street in Fort 
Greene, (347) 889–5338, www.red-
lanternbicycles.com].

The custom-made: Gowanus’s 
718 Cycles (pictured top) is the des-
sert buffet of bike shops. Customers 
here hand-pick new and used frames 
and parts, then watch as workers 
assemble a one-of-a-kind ride that 
fits their size and style.

718 Cycles [254 Third Ave. at 
Union Street in Gowanus, (347) 
457–5760, www.718c.com]. 

The waterside rental: Escape 
the city without ever leaving. Red 
Hook’s new low-key one-stop shop 
offers a full-day bike rental for 
$60, compete with a lock, a on a 
sleepy stretch a few blocks from 
the ocean.

Dog Day Cyclery [115 Van Brunt 
St. near Union Street, (347) 799–
2739, dogdaycyclery.com].

The neighborhood classic: 
Dixon’s Bicycle Shop (pictured top) 
— Park Slope’s oldest family-owned 
bike store — offers friendly and effi-
cient repair services at fair prices — 
with zero bike snobbery and plenty 
of gear for kids.

Dixon’s Bicycle Shop [792 Union 
St. near Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope (718) 636–0067].

The big spender: Looking for a 
bike that costs more than a car? Park 
Slope’s R and A Cycles (pictured 
below) is the competitive cyclist’s 
go-to shop for premier lightweight 
commuting and racing brands, in-
cluding a carbon-framed Pinarello 
for a cool $16,500.

R and A Cycles [105 Fifth Ave. 
at Park Street in Park Slope, (718) 
636–5242, www.racycles.com]

Cycle of life: Bike-themed flea market organizer Harry Schartzman, inside the used-bike shop Recycle-a-Bicycle in Dumbo,  is 
mad about giving bikes their third or fourth chance to take Brooklynites for a ride.

The borough’s cyclical economy
Dozens of indie bike vendors will descend upon Brooklyn for a day-long bike-themed flea 

market — but what’s a bike lovin’ Brooklynite supposed to do the rest of the year? 
Behold our short guide to specialty bike shops in this cycling-centric borough.

The best-kept

High Holy Days Secret 
Inspiring Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur services are open to all 

at no charge. 
But please let us know you’re coming.

Union
Temple

A Reform Jewish 
Congregation

17 Eastern Parkway 

Brooklyn, NY 11238

Call or email: 718-638-7600
uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Also ask about our exciting Children’s Services
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Brooklyn’s biggest bike bazaar returns to Park Slope
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be in love with this animated don 
juan cat, voiced by Antonio Ban-
deras. Free. 8–10 pm. Maria Hern-
dandez Park (Knickerbocker Ave. 
and Suydam St. in Bushwick), www.
nycgovparks.org. 

MUSIC, PEDRO GIRAUDO SEXTET: 
The Argentinean bassist has re-
ceived much praise for his Jazz 
Orchestra - his last album got nu-
merous awards and downbeat mag-
azine wrote about it that it was “An 
opulent listening experience.” $10. 
8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 965-
9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, KOTORINO: Even in a music 
scene saturated with ‘chamber-pop’ 
bands and odd instrumentation, 
Kotorino stands out with its use 
of all variety of winds, strings, and 
other musical gadgetry. $10. 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, GOLDROOM: See this later 
set, and also enjoy the spinning of 
Body Language and AIMES. $5 / 
$10. 11:30 pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.com. 

SAT, AUG. 25
TOUR, ENVIRONMENTAL WALKING 

TOUR: This urban hike will explore 
the petroleum and waste transfer 
districts of the Newtown Creek wa-

tershed in North Brooklyn. $25. 11 
am–2 pm. (Corner of Kingsland and 
Norman Avenues in Greenpoint), 
obscura-society-nyc-poison-caul-
dron.eventbrite.com. 

TOUR, A WALK WITH THE WILD-
MAN: Foraging pro Steve Brill, aka 
“Wildman,” leads a purple fl ower 
raspberry tour of Prospect Park. 
$20. 11:45 am. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, MICHAEL HEARST: A cel-
ebration of the under-appreciated 
creatures that roam the planet. $10. 
4 pm and 8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com. 

MUSIC, HAITIAN CULTURAL EVENT: 
This event will feature renowned 
poet Anthony Phelps, author Ibi 
Zoboi, poets Jean-Dany Joachi and 
Jeff Dess, and performances by Vo 
DUO & Troupe Makandal. $10 sug-
gested donation. 6 pm. Five Myles 
Gallery (558 Saint Johns Pl. in Crown 
Heights), www.haiticulturalx.org. 

MUSIC, SMOKEY’S SECRET FAMILY: 
Smokey Hormel’s résumé reads like 
a history of American popular music 
over the decades. $10. 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BRASS MUSIC PARTY: Check 
out the horn-fi lled spinning sessions 
of French Horn Rebellion, Stuff Hip-

FRI, AUG. 24
PHOTOGRAPHY, EXHIBITION: Olym-

pic Portraits by award-winning 
Agence France-Presse photogra-
pher, Joe Klamar consists of color 
portraits shot by Klamar at a Dallas, 
Texas hotel during the U.S. Olym-
pic Committee’s Media Summit 
this May. POWERHOUSE Arena 
Hours: Monday – Wednesday: 10 
am – 7 pm, Thursday – Friday: 10 
am – 8 pm, Saturday: 11 am – 8 pm, 
Sunday: 11 am – 7 pm. Free. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

ART, IF IT’S FREE, IS IT ART?: Nurtu-
reArt gallery exhibits artists ques-
tioning the value and the valuing of 
art. NurtureART [56 Bogart St. (718) 
782-7755], www.nurtureart.org. 

MUSIC, PURO INSTINCT: Go to see 
Puro Instinct and also see Outer 
Limitz and Splash, and Dev Hynes 
spinning. $12. 8:30. Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.glasslands.com. 

AMAZING WATER: It’s the newest 
feature at the aquarium, a 1500 foot 
maze, learning environment, where 
participants learn all about the en-
vironmental factors that threaten 
our waterways. Free with general 
admission. 10 am – 5 pm. New York 
Aquarium [602 Surf Ave. between 
W. Eighth and W. Fifth streets in 
Coney Island, (718) 265-3448], 
www.nyaquarium.com. 

ROCK CLIMBING: Challenge and 
adventure just one rock wall at a 
time. The wall is the tallest indoor 
wall in the borough standing at 35 
feet. Test your endurance if you 
dare. Suitable for children 5 years 
and older. $10 for two climbs. 11 
am–4:20 pm and 7 TO 11 pm. Avia-
tor Sports and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. (718) 758-7500]. 

ART, ARTISTS WITH DISABILITIES: 
Different than previous exhibitions, 
this year’s Institute for Community 
Living artists with developmental 
disabilities explore their emotions 
and how those concepts are mean-
ingfully represented in their respec-
tive pieces. $15 recommended 
donation. 5 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy, at the corner 
of Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (212) 996-0443]. 

SESAME FLYERS: The Youth Ensemble 
celebrates the Cribbean heritage 
in dance and song. Part of the 2012 
Free Friday Family Jam Series. Free. 
6:30–7:15 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.brooklynkids.
org. 

READING, WINE AND CHEESE WITH 
AUTHOR: Lindsey Kelk’s “I Heart 
NY” is a story about a girl with 
nothing but a crumpled bridesmaid 
dress, a pair of Louboutins, and her 
passport in hand, deciding to jump 
on a plane for NYC! Free. 7 pm. 
Bookmark Shoppe [8415 3rd Ave. in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 833-5115 ], www.
bookmarkshoppe.com. 

“PUSS IN BOOTS”: Pack a basket, 
grab a blanket and be prepared to 

sters Hates, and the Golden Pony. 
$3 adv. 11:30 pm. Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.glasslands.com. 

PARK SLOPE FLEA MARKET: Peruse 
antiques, collectibles, vintage, 
crafts, and furniture. 8 am–6 pm. 
PS 321 [180 Seventh Ave. between 
First and Second streets in Park 
Slope, (917) 991-7807], www.park-
slopefl eamarket.com. 

FLEA MARKET: New, used and unique 
items; antiques, books; electron-
ics; garden and home items; knick-
knacks; music; video, vintage and 
retro. Free coffee and activities for 
children. Free. 10 am–5 pm. Flea-
Markets.net [2092 Stillwell Ave. in 
Gravesend, (718) 765–0018], www.
fl eamarkets.net. 

ART, ART EXHIBIT IN RED HOOK: 
Check out the Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists 2012 Summer Exhibition 
COLOR. Free. 1:00pm. Brooklyn 
Working Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St. in Red Hook, (718) 596-
2506], bwac.org. 

SUMMER EXHIBIT: Urban Garden: 
This summer’s exhibit offers prac-
tical tips to help urban dwellers 
green up their homes, with a focus 
on easy maintenance and sustain-
able practices in Lily Pool Terrace. 
An exhibit on BBG’s innovative 
community horticultural outreach 
program, GreenBridge, is also 
featured in the Steinhardt Con-
servatory. 3 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623-7220], www.bbg.org. 

ART, ARTISTS WITH DISABILITIES: 5 
pm. See Friday, Aug. 24. 

CAMPING: The Urban Park Rangers 
celebrate the tradition of camping. 
Families are chosen by lottery. Free. 
6 pm. Prospect Park [West Drive 
and Field 6 in Prospect Park, (718) 
421-2021], www.nycgovparks.org. 

THE BROOKLYN CYCLONES AT 
HOME: Come down to the People’s 
Playground to root, root, root, for 
Brooklyn’s home team: the Mini-
Mets, Pride of Coney Island, our 
own boys of summer — the Cy-
clones! 6 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, DIGITAL PHOTOGRA-
PHY: Show, “Artifacts,” by Brooklyn 
photographer William A. Loeb treats 
the “initial” image from the camera 
as a framework or “skeleton” for the 
image he seeks to create, and focuses 
on the limitless possibilities of “pro-
cess” in image creation. Free. 6 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768-0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
August 25

Best tricks
Blow the dust off 
your skateboard and 
bring your bag of 
tricks to take part in 
the “Battle for the 
Streets,” where it 
doesn’t matter how 
old you are (though if 
you’re under 18, 
you’ll need to bring a 
guardian), you could 
end up winning some 
cash money. Also 
make sure to see live 
performances by 
Brooklyn acts Ninja-
sonik, and Flatbush 
Zombies on Sunday.

10 am at Commodore 
Barry Park (Flushing 
Avenu and Navy Street, 
by the Brooklyn Navy 
Yards, www.afropunk.
com). Free.

SUNDAY
August 26

Indie salsa
Arcade Fire is great, 
but is it danceable? 
Williamsburg Salsa 
Orchestra is the 
answer to your woe-
fully scattered feet 
and flailing hands 
when listening to 
indie rock hits by the 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs, or 
TV on the Radio — 
the Orchestra takes 
their fine tunes and 
turns them into spicy 
salsa anthems that 
are bound to set the 
dance floor on fire. 

6 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave., between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets, 
(718) 963–3369, www.
brooklynbowl.com]. $5.

MONDAY
August 27

Rhodes 
singer
Though the band 
name Isle of Rhodes 
refers to the vintage 
keyboard, its musi-
cian Rob Farren’s 
voice that sings. The 
classic instrument 
creates a maze of 
guitar-like effects 
that are both nostal-
gic as well as melan-
choly, soulful and 
whimsical, but Far-
ren’s vocals are that 
of a true lead, evok-
ing the Shins, Elvis, 
Queen, and Radio-
head. 

8 pm at Cameo (93 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street, 
in Williamsburg, www.
cameony.net). $8.

TUESDAY
August 28

Drunk lab 
Anything for science. 
The Masters of 
Social Gastronomy’s 
latest lecture will be 
on the science of 
inebriation, breaking 
down the “beer 
before liquor” rule, 
and other wise 
words passed down 
from drunken gener-
ation to generation. 
Then they’ll get you 
drunk by covering 
the history of drink-
ing games. You’re 
invited to play along.

7 pm at Public Assembly 
[70 N. Sixth St., between 
Wythe and Kent avenues, 
(718) 384–4586, publicas-
semblynyc.com ]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
August 29

Strange kids
Contrary to popular 
belief, kid’s books are 
not illustrated by kids, 
but by freakish adults 
who have unique 
insights into what 
makes pictures pop 
with mystery and a 
dash of danger. Check 
out the world of chil-
dren’s books illustra-
tors at the “Slightly 
Strange” exhibition 
before it closes on 
Sept. 3. Among the 
artists is Dan Krall, 
who worked on ani-
mated greats includ-
ing “Coraline” and 
“PowerPuff Girls.” 

PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St., at Water Street, 
(718) 666–3049, power-
housearena.com]. Free.
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
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Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
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Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

FALL 2012 GROUPS ARE 
FORMING NOW! This unique, 
10-week after school program is 
specifically designed for children 
on the spectrum WHO HAVE 
A PASSION FOR TRAINS 
AND TRANSIT. Sessions are 
facilitated by a special educator, 
a speech-language pathologist 
trained in ASD support, and a 
Transit Museum educator.

TO APPLY EMAIL 
Subwaysleuths@gmail.com  
OR CALL 718.694.3385. 

Additional funding is provided by Brooklyn 
Community Foundation, Tiger Baron 
Foundation, and Warren Lewis Realty.

SUBWAY SLEUTHS is supported by a 
generous grant from AUTISM SPEAKS. 

Prospective students 
must attend a fun,  
30 minute observation 
session on 
SEPTEMBER 11 OR 12.

FOR 7 – 12  
YEAR OLDS  
ON THE 
AUTISM 
SPECTRUM

Drink me: Artist Aso Shinsuke shows off the piece he made for 
the Is This Free? exhibit  at the NurtureART gallery, questioning 
the value and valuing of art.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500August 24–30, 2012 AWP  9

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Greenwood Park [555 Seventh Ave. at 19th Street, in Greenwood Heights, 
www.greenwoodparkbk.com]. Open daily, noon–4 am.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

W
e all know cats rule the in-
ternet — but dogs appar-
ently dominate the world 

of fund-raising. 
A Brooklyn non-profit is drum-

ming up interest and donations by 
putting dogs on display and ask-
ing pup-lovers to decide which 
pooch is the cutest.

“Dogs are cute and fun and peo-
ple are in love with them,” said 
Brooklyn Community Services 
spokeswoman Chery Todman, 
“It’s a good way to get people to 

come to know us.”
The community and family ser-

vices non-profit is holding the con-
test at its annual FunWalk through 
Prospect Park, where human par-
ticipants won’t be the only ones 

raising money.
Donors can sponsor two-legged 

participants who will stroll around 
the park — and four legged vol-
unteers who are always up for a 
walk.

Each canine participant take 
part in a separate Facebook com-
petition to see which dog gets the 
most “likes.” And whether its this 
or the fund-raising, top dogs will 
get prizes from charitable dog-
friendly businesses.

One of the walkers, Yelena 
Gremban, is betting her Labra-
dor and Whippet mix, Cauchy, 
will get a lot of sponsors.

“There are so many dogs and 
people have different connec-
tions,” said Gremban, whose phil-
anthropic pup has only raised a 
few dollars so far, mostly from 
friends and family.

But Gremban said she’s not 
worried about winning.

“I feel like raising anything 
is good.”

The FunWalk started seven 
years ago as a way for Brooklyn 
Community Services to raise 
money to take clients on field 
trips, but it has evolved into a 
larger fund-raising vehicle for 
the organization, which plans to 
use the money for education and 
families in need. 

And there’s no better way to 
raise money for a good cause than 
to enlist the legions of cute walk-
enthusiasts that already give the 
community so much.

Dogs and people have until the 
day of the FunWalk to raise the 
funds, and then they can strut their 
stuff — for a good cause. 

By Anthony Smith
for The Brooklyn Paper

A 
young Bedford-Stuyvesant 
chef has staked his reputation 
on something as boring as a Cae-

sar salad — and its worked.
Justin Warner, the executive chef 

at Do or Dine, won over hearts, 
minds, and stomachs by reinvent-
ing the most unexciting of salads 
and it turned into something surpris-
ing, cerebral, and delicious enough 
to win him the role of Food Net-
work’s next TV star.

“It’s cool to be where I am 
when I am,” said the 28-year-old, 
who dubbed his successful TV pi-
lot “Rebel with a Culinary Cause.” 
“But the best part about it is to 
be when I am, where I am, and 
to know that there is so much 
more I can learn.”

One thing he doesn’t need to 
study is how to make dishes that 
balance high-minded genius 
with low-brow comfort. 

Take his “Leap Year Spe-
cial” — a dish of fried frog 
legs slathered in a spicy Dr. 
Pepper glaze. It’s a bold take 
on the standard buffalo wing 
that elevates it to the echelon 
of high cuisine while never for-
getting that the restaurant he runs 
is, at the end of the day, a neighbor-
hood joint. 

It’s a double-act that chefs more 
famous than Warner have fumbled, 
as anyone who’s been to Milk Bar 
knows.

The Dr. Pepper should be the 
dish’s obvious star, but surprisingly, 

the sauce was mild — letting the ex-
quisitely cooked frog legs take center 
stage. There’s a dissonance between 
such meticulousness in a dish that 
makes your hands messy, but this 
combination of whimsy thoughtful-
ness and gourmet execution is what 
Warner does best.

Even more successful is his 
steak tartare, which comes to the 
table looking like a five-year-old 
played with his food and put it to-
gether — in the crude shape of a 
cow. The dish ranks among the fin-
est restaurant offerings that diners 
will find in Brooklyn, or beyond, 
with its requisite spice dancing in 
lock-step with the buttery raw meat. 
However, it’s the tangy, chocolaty 
espresso aioli that’s Warner’s im-
maculate conception.

It should be on everything.
Other highlights on the menu in-

clude the lamb breast, a decadently 
fatty cut of meat with a softness 
that provides the perfect counter-
point to the jagged flavors of cumin 
and lime.

Fans of deviled eggs shouldn’t 
miss the “E666s” (get it?).  Stuffed 
with bacon in the center, the dish is 
tempura-fried to perfection much 
like the “Leap Year Special.”

For dessert, definitely do go for 
the foie gras jelly doughnut. 

It’s cruel not to eat it.
And as far as the decor at Do or 

Dine goes, it brashly belies the res-
taurant’s recent Michelin acknowl-
edgment. 

An aggressive choice to restrict 
all color to black and white, save 
for the occasional burst of red from 
the chair cushions and the odd yel-
low tile, evoke a billiard hall that 
took a few notes from a high school 
cafeteria. 

Only the restaurant’s bar, a meta-
mosaic paying homage to the decor 
New Yorkers go crazy for — think 
polished wood, and exposed brick 
— meets the expectations set by the 
standards of fine dining.

Time for a walk
Dogs will take a stroll to raise money

TV dinner is served

The FunWalk at Prospect Park 
(Grand Army Plaza Entrance, at 
St. Johns Place and Flatbush 
Avenue, donate or register at 
funwalk.wearebcs.org). Sept. 
23, on-site registration begins 
12 pm, $10.

D O G S

Do or Dine [1108 Bed-
ford Ave. between Gates 
and Lexington avenues, 
in Bedford Stuyvesant, 
(718) 684–2290]. Mon.–
Sat. 6–11 pm, Sun. 2–10 
pm.

F O O D

Creative chef wins Food Network contest

Culinary shark: Do or Dine’s Justin Warner is taking the culinary 
world head-on, adding twists to traditional fare like frog legs 
and steak tartare, and winning a paltry television competition.
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Bark in the park: Cauchy is one of about a dozen dogs that will enjoy a charity walk 
around Prospect Park, blissfully unaware of the good deed he’s doing.
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right from video

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s exactly like Guns N’ Roses 
— except with panty-hose. 

The legendary rock ’n’ roll 
band Guns N’ Roses reached their 
proverbial high water mark in the 
early 90s, but fans can relive the 
glory days of what was once the 
most dangerous act in the world 
with the superbly talented and cer-
tainly more attractive all-girl trib-
ute Guns N’ Hoses.

“It’s like acting in a play, ex-
cept a little more badass,” said 
Mia Von Glitz, who takes on the 
character of bassist Duff McKa-
gan on stage.

Her band mates — vocalist Erin 
Marsz, guitarists Charlene Kaye 
and Emily Long, bassist Mia Von 
Glitz, and drummer Meret Koe-
hler — all have their own musical 

projects, but they come together 
once in a blue moon to collaborate 
on the rock tribute act.

Apparently, it’s a chick thing.
“We’re all in bands with dudes 

and we wanted to do an all-girl 
thing,” said Von Glitz. “That was 
the idea, it’s a front-woman ex-
travaganza.”

Before every show, the women 
convene in Von Glitz’s apartment 
in the Lower East Side, where they 
prep, perm, and temporarily tattoo 
themselves — all the while devot-

ing their attention toward achiev-
ing a near zen-like Guns N’ Roses 
state of mind.

“It’s a very regimented routine 
of a vodka Red Bull, a vodka soda, 
and a tequila shot,” said Von Glitz. 
“We usually have a bottle of Jack 
on stage, which comes in handy 
once we’re rolling.”

Once on stage, the front women 
go about the business of Gun’s N’ 
Roses’ 1987 debut chart-topper 
“Appetite for Destruction.”

As far as stage presence is con-
cerned, the all-girl band takes the 
raucous and unpredictable spirit of 
the all-man group they cover.

“I think that we try to emulate 
them in the fact that they didn’t 
plan their on-stage antics,” said 
Von Glitz. “It’s not like I plan to 
lick Emily in the face when she’s 
playing guitar, but that’s not say-
ing it couldn’t happen.”

Leave the gun,
bring the heels

Hair metal: (From left) Emily Long, Mia Von Glitz, Charlene Kaye, and Erin Marsz of Guns ‘N Hoses will rock the Brooklyn 
Bowl with their high octane, all-lead, and all-girl act.
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All-girl Guns N’ Roses tribute gets wild

Guns N’ Hoses at Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369, brooklynbowl.
com] Sept. 7, 11:30 pm,. $5.

M U S I C

SUN, AUG. 26
ART, ARTISTS WITH DIS-

ABILITIES: Last day to see 
this exhibit at the Brooklyn 
Museum. 5 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 24. 

MUSIC, RYAN KEBERLE & 
CATHARSIS: Musician 
Keberle’s newest project 
brings together his love for 
the Blues, Latin Jazz, song-
writing ala Duke Ellington. 
$10. 7 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

BRIGHTON JUBILEE: Street 
fair featuring arm wrestling 
competition looking for 
Brooklyn’s Strongest arm, 
neptune Jam, 7/11 handing 
out slurrpees and chicken 
wings, face painting, pony 
rides, bouncers - vendors, 
bargains and tables for 
health screenings. Free. 10 
am–5 pm. Brighton Beach 
Avenue [Brighton Beach 
Ave. between Corbin Place 
and Coney Island Avenue 
in Brighton Beach, (718) 
891–0800], www.brighton-
beach.com. 

SPOONS TOONS AND 
BOOZE GONE WILD: Ni-
tehawk Cinema and Secret 
Formula have the ultimate 
brunch for the kid in you: 
all of your favorite Saturday 
morning cartoons, delicious 

cocktails and a free all you 
can eat sugar cereal bar, not 
to mention the Nitehawk’s 
excellent brunch menu! $11. 
Noon. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384-
3980], nitehawkcinema.
com. 

BATTLE REENACTMENT: 
Re-enactors will be fi r-
ing up their muskets and 
celebrating the Battle of 
Brooklyn with a parade, 
ceremony, reception and of 
course a re-enactment of 
the famous skirmish. Free. 
12:30–2 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Green Wood 
Heights, (201) 230-3457], 
www.green-wood.com. 

READING, BOOK CLUB 
MEETING: The Wodehouse 
Book Group will be discuss-
ing Leave it to Leave it to 
Psmith by P. G. Wodehouse. 
Free. 3 pm. WORD [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street. 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], wordbrooklyn.com. 

MON, AUG. 27
MUSIC, RAPHAEL 

MCGREGOR QUINTET: 
Raphael McGregor has 
gained a reputation for his 
high-quality and innovative 
steel playing with groups 
such as Nation Beat, Brain 
Cloud, and the Moonlight-
ers. $10. 7 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

READING, ELECTRIC LITERA-

TURE NIGHT: Final reading 
will have three authors fea-
tured in Electric Literature’s 
Recommended Reading: 
Katie Bellas, Marie-Helene 
Bertino and Fiona Maazel. 
Free. 7 pm. WORD [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street. 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], wordbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, AUG. 28
ART, TERUYO FUJIYAMA 

EXHIBIT: An artist with 
Down’s syndrome who has 

won many awards and art 
competitions, Teruyo Fuji-
yama is showing her work 
in Brooklyn. FREE. 7–10pm. 
DeKalb [170 Tillary St., Suite 
507, (347) 987–4606], ouchi-
gallery.com. 

MUSIC, MARTA TOPFER-
OVA: Marta composes 
and performs beautifully 
lyrical music rooted in Latin 
rhythms such as Venezuelan 
vals, merengue and gaita, 
Cuban son and Argentinean 
zamba. $10. 7 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 

965-9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

WED, AUG. 29
FILM, THE DOMINO EF-

FECT: Watch feature length 
documentary directed 
by Megan Sperry, Daniel 
Phelps & Brian Paulthat 
which explores the politics 
and business of real estate 
development in New York 
City. $5. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
Children’s Sunday Assembly 

[53 Prospect Park West, be-
tween 20th Street in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org/BSEC/Sun-
day_School.html. 

READING, PHANTASMAGO-
RIA: Created by author/
performer Leland Pitts-
Gonzalez, event is an ongo-
ing series focused on one 
unfolding narrative. He’ll 
be joined by several col-
laborators, including actor 
Michael Bakkensen and 
dancer Belinda He. Free. 7 
pm. WORD [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street. in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.com. 

READING, GREENLIGHT 
POETRY SALON: Created 
by Greenlight’s own Angel 
Nafi s, Greenlight Book-
store’s quarterly poetry se-
ries, the Greenlight Poetry 
Salon, welcomes locally and 
nationally celebrated poets. 
This time featuring Tye-
himba Jess and Elana Bell. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

THURS, AUG. 30
MOVIES, SYFY MOVIES WITH 

A VIEW: Public Vote Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [334 Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

READING, YA NIGHT: WORD 
is hosting four YA authors 

for a joint reading and 
Q&A: Meagan Brothers (Su-
pergirl Mixtapes), Patricia 
Dunn (Rebels by Accident), 
and Louise Rozett (Con-
fessions of an Angry Girl). 
Free. 7 pm. WORD [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street. 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383-
0096], wordbrooklyn.com. 

READING, BOOK CLUB 
MEETING: Join a book 
discussion onDeborah 
Harkness’s “A Discovery of 
Witches.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
Bookmark Shoppe [8415 
3rd Ave. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115 ], www.bookmark-
shoppe.com. 

MUSIC, FANG ISLAND: 
Brooklyn’s beloved guitar-
optimists Fang Island have 
set up hometown shows 
to bookend their upcom-
ing tour in support of their 
forthcoming sophomore 
album, Major. $15. 8 pm. 
Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486-
5400], www.musichallofwil-
liamsburg.com. 

FRI, AUG. 31
MUSIC, MAMIE MINCH: 

The former Roulette Sister 
sounds like she stepped out 
of an old 78 recording, but 
plays mostly her own com-
positions which remained 
steeped in the music of 
Bessie Smith, Sarah Martin, 
Memphis Minnie and other 
greats. $10. 8 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-

enue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, THE TOUCHIES: 
Rock out with San Diego 
punk rock-n-rollers who are 
all about having fun with 
friends. FREE. 10pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768-0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

MUSIC, PEOPLE’S CHAMPS: 
Led by trombonist Alex 
Asher and fronted by vocal-
ist Cole Williams, People’s 
Champs mash 1980s 
electro-accordion riffs, 
neo-soul vocals, and gritty 
drum grooves. $10. 10 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 1
MUSIC, JOSE CONDE’S 

CONJUNTO FRESCO: The 
quartet is the acoustic ver-
sion of Jose Conde’s Ola 
Frescsa - a quartet which 
delivers authentic Cuban 
son or variations thereof. 
$10. 8 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BANDA SINALOENSE 
DE LOS MUERTOS: This is 
New York’s best (and only) 
Mexican Banda. $10. 10 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Inner artist: James Wilson’s works are a glimpse into the lives of disabled 
Brooklynites — and they’re on show at the Brooklyn Museum.
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and 

where New York parents fi nd 
help, info and support.

Great Articles 

A Happening Calendar

Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
NYParenting@cnglocal.com

718-260-4554

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE FOR FALL

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

The second-best-kept

High Holy Days Secret 
The most wonderful Rosh Hashanah

and Yom Kippur services for tots and children 

are open to all - at no charge - at Union Temple. 

Sept. 17 and 26 at 9:00 a.m.

Union
Temple

A Reform Jewish 
Congregation

17 Eastern Parkway 

Brooklyn, NY 11238

Call or email for details:
718-638-7600

uniontemple@uniontemple.org
Ask about our adult High Holy Day services. Also no charge.

  www.polyprep.org

Visit Poly Prep!
Learn How Your Child Will Grow in Mind, Body, and Character 

Attend an Open House on our Dyker Heights campus 
on these dates:

Reserve your space online at http://visits.polyprep.org!

For families of children entering grades 5–10 in September 2013.

Questions about applying to Poly Prep?  

Visit www.polyprep.org/admissions. Or, call Admissions at (718) 663-6060.

Middle School:

Wednesday, October 3 (9:00 am)

Wednesday, October 10 (9:00 am)

Thursday, October 11 (6:30 pm)

Monday, October 22 (9:00 am)

Upper School:

Tuesday, September 25 (9:00 am)

Monday, October 2 (9:00 am)

Thursday, October 11 (6:30 pm)

Tuesday, October 16 (9:00 am)

9216 Seventh Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11228

Disheveled … and proud
I have been feeling slightly 

askew of late, and more 
than a little disheveled. 

The firm grip I had on my 
life when I was working full 
time with a full-time nanny 
in tow has slipped with the 
flexibility of freelance. 

I no longer have to do 
things, and without a boss 
telling me what needs to be 
done, I am far less organized. 
The need I once had to prove 
I was the perfect mom has 
disappeared along with my 
regular paycheck. With op-
tions comes the opportunity 
to opt out,  and then con-
vince myself that “at least 
I’m around.” 

I’m around, yes, but what 
kind of a role model is this di-
sheveled, disorganized per-
son who hasn’t put a date on 
the household calendar since 
2010? 

Since leaving work, I have 
stopped arranging get-to-
gethers with friends weeks 
or months in advance, relying 
more on who I see around to 
motivate me. I’d rather play 
piano than get the broken 
closet door fixed or paint the 
dirty walls. I dress to suit my 
moods, often opting against 
classic-lined clothes in New 
York black for a varying ar-
ray of earth tones and lots of 
costume jewelry that together 
make up a style my friends 
likened to “Punky Brewster.” 
It is certainly more eclectic 

hard as it was to keep it all to-
gether when I was just a sin-
gle person, it has grown expo-
nentially harder to do so as I 
take care of a family with two 
crazy growing boys, a sweet 
but often mud-tracking dog 
and two households.

Cobwebs fill corners of 
our little rental house as I 
sit reading and writing in-
stead of cleaning. 

Time seems to go faster 

and faster every day, and it 
seems I cannot bother not to 
be disheveled. There is too 
much else to do than worry 
about appearing perfect. I 
can only hope my children 
understand. I can only hope 
they don’t fault me for be-
ing mostly in disarray, that 
maybe they’ll see it as a 
choice. 

A choice their proudly di-
sheveled mom made.

than what I wore to the of-
fice. Stains and rips are no 
longer reasons not to wear 
something. After all, who’s 
going to judge? 

Well, the kids, of course.
Asked to describe his par-

ents with single words at the 
end of the school year, Oscar 
said I was a “feather.” Big G 
was a “rock.” Hmmm. Years 
back, scheduled to the hour, 
meals on the table at 7, va-
cations planned months in 
advance, I might have com-
manded a more solid, less 
wispy descriptor. But mine 
is, in fact, a more disheveled 
life, the lines a little fuzzy and 
blurred. I cannot say for sure 
if it’s better that way. 

I remember meeting Big 
G’s parents in their home 
and feeling so comfortable. 
Things were lovely but not 
perfect. Books were strewn 
everywhere. There was a 
raised bump on a blanket I 
used that G explained  was 
“stained, not dirty.” It was 
comforting that he did not 
think everything had to be 
exactly perfect. I think sub-

consciously I decided in that 
moment that he might be a 
good guy to marry. After all, 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

W. Fifth Street. 
A Wildlife Conservation 

Society spokeswoman said it 
was too soon to know what the 
largest shark in the exhibit will 
be, but ruled out that a great 
white will be swimming to-
ward Coney Island, since the 
mammoth creatures are rarely 
found in captivity.  

Borough boosters said the 
new shark tank will make 
Coney Island home to one 
of the most popular aquari-
ums in the nation. 

“Usually, the cry of ‘shark!’ 
means fewer visitors to the wa-
terfront, but here in Brooklyn, 
it’ll mean more!” said Borough 

President Markowitz, who is 
pledging an additional $93.1 
million in taxpayer funds to 
the project. “Atlanta, I want 
you to hear me: you’ve had 
your day.” 

The new state-of-the-art 
tank will also add to Co-
ney Island’s ongoing trans-
formation into an upscale, 
year-round tourist destina-
tion when it opens in 2015, 
city officials say.

“We’re launching the next 
phase of Coney Island’s re-
vival,” Mayor Bloomberg 
said last Thursday. “It will 
be the centerpiece.”

Construction is scheduled 
to begin in the fall.

Continued from page 5

SHARKS...

and enjoying 1.6 acres of 
new open space in the park-
starved community.

The park, which is lo-
cated at the former site of 
a WNYC radio transmitter, 
boasts a 300-foot pier, a wa-
terfront esplanade, and a wa-
ter feature for kids.

Neighbors are happy to 
have to it, but dismayed the 
tiny park is the first new 
open space since the con-
troversial 2005 rezoning.

“Never in my mind did 
I think that this would take 
seven years,” said Christine 
Holowacz, who co-chairs the 

Greenpoint Waterfront As-
sociation for Parks and Plan-
ning. “I’m really angry that 
it’s taken so long.”

Community activists say 
that’s a bad sign for  other 
planned parks in the neigh-
borhood , such as the much 
more ambitious Bushwick 
Inlet Park — a proposed 28-
acre waterfront park that’s 
 stalled due to budgetary 
woes  — and 65 Commercial 
St. — a Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority parking 
lot slated to become green 
space  if the transit agency 
ever finds a new place to 
put its vehicles .

the busy intersection at Flat-
bush Avenue— if only for 
the street-turf psychology 
of it.

But the orange cylinders 
disappeared last Wednes-
day and have not been spot-
ted since then.

With the cones gone, a 
police car and a Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-

ity vehicle parked atop the 
bike route on Saturday.

A spokeswoman for the 
Department of Transporta-
tion could not be reached 
for comment, but neigh-
bors and police sources 
say construction workers 
— who were responsible 
for leaving the traffic cyl-
inders beside the street in 
the first place — reclaimed 
them after they wrapped up 

Continued from page 1

PARK... The city is working on 
selling the air rights above 
the Commercial Street site to 
a neighboring developer in 
hopes of drumming up cash 
for the project — but rais-
ing money won’t guarantee 
that the MTA will find a new 
place to put its trucks.

The owners of two ad-
jacent properties had un-
til Aug. 22 to tell the city 
what they would build be-
side the long-promised open 
space, according to Council-
man Steve Levin (D–Green-
point) — who says he will 
fight until the parking lot 
becomes a park.

“It’s been a top priority,” 
said Levin. “We are not let-
ting this one go.” 

Continued from page 1

BERGEN... work on a nearby Con Edi-
son project.

Even so, some cyclists say 
the city should take a hint 
from the vigilante on wheels 
and turn what was once a 
flimsy orange barrier into a 
real one, such as a median, 
or a row of parked cars like 
the buffer that protects the 
controversial Prospect Park 
West bike lane.

“I think there’s a good ar-
gument for a separated bike 
lane on that block,” said cy-
clist Stephen Arthur.
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LEARN MORE
facebook.com/powerofgreen

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. PASS IT ON.

Still mailing your Con Edison 
bill? Online payment is simple
and convenient.

Con Edison e*bill is 

an easy, fast and secure 

way to pay. And for every 

customer who enrolls, 

Con Edison donates a dollar 

to plant trees in New York.

Go to conEd.com/ebill
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