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YARDS IN THE PARK
By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Fenced-off yards attached to planned 
condos in Brooklyn Bridge Park are 
a greenspace-hogging affront on pre-
cious public land, frustrated park-
boosters say.

A proposal for a controversial hous-
ing complex on Pier 1 calls for land-
scaped private terraces linked to ground-
floor residential units — a design that 
betrays the very definition of “park,” 
according to recreation advocates.

“The principle is ridiculous,” said 
yards-in-the-park opponent Roy Sloane, 
who sits on the park’s advisory coun-
cil. “They’re taking up land that should 
belong to future generations of park-
goers.”

Sloane and other critics say the ar-
chitectural misstep turns the park into 

Bridge Park critics outraged over planned private lawns
mering battle over the use of the water-
front space and ultimately how to fund 
the park’s $16-million annual mainte-
nance budget — a dilemma that stems 
from a 2002 agreement requiring the 
park to raise its own cash so it won’t 
drain public coffers.

 Lawmakers eventually decided to 
build a 159-unit housing complex and 
hotel  in the park near Furman Street, 
just south of the park’s Old Fulton Street 
entrance,  to bring in revenue .

New housing design details — in-
cluding news about the private yards 
— comes after members of the park’s 
advisory panel recommended that ar-
chitects build a clear visual separation 
between public grassy areas and pri-
vate terraces.

“The criticism was that yards of lower 

Park-boosters say private yards take up valuable public greenspace 
at Pier 1.
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By Lorraine Boissoneault
for The Brooklyn Paper

A Williamsburg mixed martial arts 
aficionado says he can keep troubled 
kids from resorting to violence — 
by teaching them to fight.

Joseph Katz started offering free 
classes to at-risk youth at Williams-
burg’s Renzo Gracie Fight Academy 
this summer because people who 
know how to throw a punch also 

Williamsburg mixed martial arts 
teacher wants to KO violence

Fight fi ghts 
with fi ghting

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A planned housing devel-
opment will bring too many 
residents to the banks of the 
Gowanus Canal, claim neigh-
bors who fear it will overbur-
den a fragile sewer system, 

crowd schools, and pack the 
subway.

The real estate firm Light-
stone Group  wants to build a 
12-story, 700-unit apartment 
complex  on a canal-side site 
bounded by Carroll and Second 
streets, reviving a plan  that dif-

ferent developers ditched two 
years ago  — but adding roughly 
250 apartments to the origi-
nal design.

The proposal includes a 
landscaped public esplanade, 
storm-sewer upgrades, and 140 

Gowanus grows
Critics: Development plan too populous

Joseph Katz (wearing a white shirt) offers free martial arts classes 
to teens in Williamsburg.
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a literal and figurative backyard for 
wealthy developers and their future 
tenants.

He also fears the private yards will 
set the stage for yard-style activities 

— such as laundry-drying and tiki-
torch-burning — near the park’s stun-
ning promenade, potentially tainting 
the valuable public commodity. 

The new design revives a long-sim-

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

It really is Brooklyn’s arena.
Snack vendors at the Bar-

clays Center plan to serve or-
ganic pumpkin seeds and glu-
ten-free beer and hot dogs from a 
portable cart, says the company 
providing grub at the new home 
of the Brooklyn Nets.

The firm Levy Restaurants 
decided to make the new arena 
the only NBA stadium with an 
organic-and-gluten-free con-
cession after conducting a sur-

vey that revealed a demand for 
foods that would fit right in on 
the shelves of the Park Slope 
Food Co-op.

Once the company had the 
data, it hatched a plan to fea-
ture grub that reflects the identity 
of the borough, said operations 
director Julie Margolin.

“We wanted to go a little less 
traditional route,” Margolin said. 
“We started to hear about more 
and more dietary needs and re-
strictions.”

The diet-conscious cart-on-
wheels will feature a Kinni-
kinnick-bunned hotdog that’s 
gluten free ($5.95), cheesy pop-
corn that’s fine for folks suffer-
ing from celiac disease ($4.95), 
and Redbridge beer made with-
out wheat or barley ($9) after 
the basketball season begins 

COURTSIDE DIETS
Barclays will serve organic, gluten-free food

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A driver hit and killed a 
bicyclist then fled from the 
scene on Metropolitan Av-
enue in Bushwick on Oct. 1, 
police say.

Investigators said the 
26-year-old victim was rid-
ing near the intersection of 
Stewart Avenue when he was 

Cyclist killed 
in hit-and-run

The Barclays Center glows a royal blue on opening night. 
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Drummer Terence Connor 
died Monday morning.
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STARDATE:  -311741.72 

With the Mighty @Marty 
Markowitz, my Borough Prez. 

—  twitter.com/SirPatStew 

 In this episode, our brave Cap-
tain, Sir Patrick Stewart — a new 
Park Slope resident best known 
for playing Jean-Luc Picard on 
“Star Trek: The Next Generation” 
— showcases his skills in interga-
lactic diplomacy while meeting 
with the influential leader of the 
federation of Brooklyn.
 On the next episode: whatever 
Sir Patrick Stewart tweets about.

CAP’N’S
LOG

JAY-Z ON 
OPENING NIGHT

SEE PAGE 2

Put that cob down!

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Gowanus is awash with a mini-bum-
per crop of corn, but don’t go stuffing 
celebratory tamales — it’s not smart to 
eat the chemically tainted stuff, accord-
ing to the volunteers whose landscap-
ing efforts gave rise to the maize.

Forth on Fourth Avenue — a group 

dedicated to beautifying the busy thor-
oughfare — tried to bring life to tree 
pits with a planting initiative earlier 
this year.

But the group used a compost from 
the  Gowanus Canal Conservancy  that 
was likely speckled with corn seeds, 
resulting in grains sprouting as high 
as six feet near Saint Marks Place and 
President Street. 

The unanticipated corn plants 
 pleased green-thumbed neighbors , 
but volunteers now warn that con-
suming veggies grown in urban soil 
is a health risk — especially in an 
area suffering from decades of indus-
trial pollution not far from the putrid 
Gowanus Canal.

“You really can’t eat it — it’s a 
bad idea,” said Elise Selinger of  Forth 
on Fourth Avenue , a group that just 
received a grant for caring for the 
street’s young trees, which you prob-

ably shouldn’t eat either.
Selinger says that city corn should 

be grown in planters with clean im-
ported soil rather than in tree pits 
with more city dirt.

Even “Wildman” Steve Brill — a 
New York City culinary legend who 
regularly forages for food across the 
boroughs — says Gowanus corn is 
a risk.

“If it were in a park I’d go for it 
— but not so close to traffic and the 
canal,” he said.

Don’t eat that corn off the street!
Volunteers: Gowanus crop is toxic
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Markowitz cut 
his political teeth fighting for the lit-
tle guy — literally!

His first foray into politics dates 
back to the early 1960s when the 5-foot-
5-and-a-half (he’s very proud of that 
half) pol fought size discrimination at 
Wingate High School, where he was 

barred from joining a public service 
club called the Long Fellows because 
he was too short. 

“As crazy as it sounds in 2012, Win-
gate had a service organization that al-
lowed only boys, which was perfectly 
acceptable in those days, but you had 
to be at least 5-feet-10, or taller, to 
join,” said Markowitz, who recounted 
his high school exploits during Wing-
ate’s class of 1962’s 50th reunion last 

weekend at Gargiulo’s Restaurant in 
Coney Island. “I wanted to be of ser-
vice, so I started an organization called 
the Middle Men, which was for every-
one under 5-feet-10.”

After a year, administrators at Win-
gate — which ultimately closed in 2006 
—  learned their lesson in height dis-
crimination and combined both groups 
into a community service club that in-
cluded all young men, short and tall, 

called Fellowship.
Markowitz, who said he had been 

involved in student government since 
elementary school, now considers the 
formation of the more-inclusive club his 
first political accomplishment.

“I certainly felt like I achieved some-
thing,” said Markowitz.

Carol Weiner, a Manhattan resi-
dent and Wingate alum who gradu-

Young Marty’s fi rst crusade
Back in high school, future beep was looking out for the little guy

Marty Markowitz in 1962.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
A

rt
hu

r 
D

e 
G

ae
ta

(From left) Stina Reyes, Malaysia Adossa, and Dana Patterson of Bed-Stuy sipped pina 
coladas at the Atlantic Antic — New York City’s biggest street fair.
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Hawaii on Atlantic

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The developer tapped by 
the city to turn the abandoned 
Greenpoint Hospital into afford-
able housing has backed out of 
the long-awaited project, leaving 
the future of the building up in 
the air and neighbors outraged 
over a site that has lain fallow 
since 1982. 

The Great American Construc-
tion Corp. pulled out of the $52-
million redevelopment of the va-

cant medical building this summer 
after its senior executive  William 
Clarke was indicted on bribery 
charges  at a separate job. 

The news halts any develop-
ment at the main hospital build-
ing, which was slated to become 
240 units of below-market-rate 
apartments.

City officials say they remain 
committed to turning the hospi-
tal into housing, but will restart 
a lengthy bidding process from 

G’point Hospital builder out

David Dobosz is one of many Greenpointers who have 
been pushing the city to move forward with redevelop-
ment of the abandoned Greenpoint Hospital.
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Development 
plan fl atlines

The proposed 700-unit housing complex in Gowanus 
looks like this — if you’re a bird.
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See PARK  on page 5

See FIGHT  on page 11 See GOWANUS  on page 6

See CYCLIST  on page 11

See MARTY  on page 11

See HOSPITAL  on page 11

See ORGANIC  on page 11
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By Shavana Abruzzo
The Brooklyn Paper

Explorer Giovanni da Verraz-
zano was so beguiled by the out-
wash plain that would become 
known as Bay Ridge — a future 
vacation resort for Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant who tried to conquer his 
battle with the bottle there — that 
he described it as “a very pleas-
ant situation among some steep 
hills” in a letter to the French 
king, dated July 8, 1524.

One hundred years later, 
Dutchman Cornelius Van Wer-
ckhoven bought the picturesque 
tract of land from the Nyack In-
dians for six shirts, two pairs of 
shoes, six pairs of stockings, six 
adzes, six knives, two scissors, 
and six combs. Soon, the Ridge 
— by then part of the Village of 
New Utrecht, and known as Yel-
low Hook for its yellow-hued soil 
— was being farmed by the Cor-
telyou, Emmons, Cropsey, and 
Lott families. 

The home of their neighbor 
William Harmans Barkuloo stood 
on Bay Ridge Avenue and Shore 
Road, two blocks from present-
day Barkuloo Cemetery, the fi-
nal resting place of Revolutionary 
War heroes who battled the Brit-
ish at the site where Fort Hamilton 
would one day rise, their Hercu-
lean efforts proving eye-opening 
for the Redcoats, who landed at 
Denyse Ferry on 86th Street, off 
Seventh Avenue — today Dyker 
Golf Course — and marched along 
Shore Road to Battle Pass at pres-
ent-day Prospect Park.

Scandinavians, one of the 
now-largely forgotten groups 
who formed the area’s back-
bone, arrived along with the 
Dutch, later helping to build the 
old-age homes, social institutions, 
and churches, many of which still 
exist today.

“Eighth Avenue was called 
‘Lapskaus Boulevard’ after a kind 
of stew,” said Victoria Hofmo, 
founder of the Scandinavian East 
Coast Heritage Museum, which 
calls the Ridge home.

The American Revolution 

destroyed the potato and cab-
bage fields, but left behind rel-
ics such as the liberty pole, erected 
on Nov. 25, 1783 outside New 
Utrecht Reformed Church at 83rd 
Street and 18th Avenue to cele-
brate the British evacuation of 
Long Island — the same house of 
worship where the nation’s oldest 
Boy Scout group, Troop 20, con-
tinues to operate today.

In the early 1800s, when an 
outbreak of yellow fever hit the 
city, the Yellow Hook name fell 
out of favor. So in 1853, prominent 
community members met at the 
local schoolhouse to brainstorm 
a new moniker. One attendee, a 
florist named James Weir, sug-
gested calling the area Bay Ridge 
because of its proximity to the 
Narrows Bay and its high ridge 
carved out by ice-age glaciers, 
whose handiwork can also be seen 
in the steep hill between Ridge 
Boulevard and Colonial Road, 
where a rare street of steps re-
mains today.

“Weir’s suggestion was unani-
mously accepted and they started 
calling the town Bay Ridge,” said 
historian Ted General, who co-
authored the book, “Bay Ridge, 
etc.” with Peter Scarpa and Jack 
LaTorre.

Large-framed dwellings now 
swiftly replaced the cow trails 
and farms, and summer villas 
cropped up along the shore, in-
cluding one on 99th Street and 
Shore Road, which Diamond Jim 
Brady bought for actress Lillian 
Russell — today the site of Font-
bonne Hall Academy. 

The stretch bound by 50th to 
101st streets, and Shore Road to 
Fourth Avenue, became known 
as “New York’s Newport,” and 
the Crescent Athletic Club on 
83rd Street and Shore Road — 
venue for the first U.S. Davis 
Cup and today’s Fort Hamilton 
High School — became the cross-
roads of Brooklyn’s gilded age, 
marked by hotels with names like 
the Grand View. The historic Far-
rell house at 119 95th St. between 
Shore Road and Marine Avenue 

Bay Ridge
Small town meets big city at mouth of New York Harbor

COLORS DON’T RUN: A color guard kicks off Bay Ridge’s signature Brooklyn Memorial Day Parade down Third Avenue, the country’s oldest proces-
sion honoring its brave veterans.
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By Moses Jefferson 
and Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

Legendary rapper Jay-Z 
played the first-ever show at 
the Barclays Center on Fri-
day night, packing the new 
arena with a hometown crowd 
eager to welcome the native 
son back to Brooklyn.

Wearing a Brooklyn Nets 
jersey and cap, the rapper 
from the Marcy Projects who 
owns a tiny stake in the bas-
ketball team took the stage 
inside the $1-billion stadium 
and asked: “ Is Brooklyn in 
the house? ”

It was a moment that hoops 
fans and critics of the At-
lantic Yards mega-project 
agree will change the bor-
ough forever.

“This is history in the 
making,” said 27-year-old 
Jay-Z fan Myrtha Xavier, 
who came from Staten Is-
land to see the performance. 
“He’s the highest-ranked hip 
hop artist and no one can take 
that from him.”

In the hours before the 
sold-out show, fans of Jay-
Z’s music milled about out-
side the arena, while mov-
ers and shakers strolled down 
a black carpet (red doesn’t 
match the Nets color scheme) 
lit by the flashbulbs of press 
photographers.

Amid the hustle and bustle, 
protesters staged last-minute 
demonstrations against the 
long-stalled Atlantic Yards 
development, which calls 
for far more than hoops and 
hip-hop concerts, as well as 
NYPD policy.

Jay-Z took the stage and 
debuted a new verse before 
welcoming a crowd packed 

DAWN OF A NEW JAY
Rapper opens the Barclays Center with sold-out shows

with celebrities including his 
wife Beyonce, future Nets 
players, sports legends in-
cluding Magic Johnson, and 
arena developer Bruce Ratner 

to “the house HOV built.”
The emcee, also known 

as Jigga-Man, then went 
through his repertoire of clas-
sics such as “Izzo (H.O.V.A)” 

and “99 Problems,” as well 
as a cover of the late Clinton 
Hill legend Notorious B.I.G.’s 
hit “Juicy.”

Lovers of Jay-Z’s music 
said his rags-to-riches life 
story is as inspirational as 
his New York City ballad 
“Empire State of Mind.” 

“He was dirt poor and 
now he’s a big-deal entre-
preneur. You gotta respect 
that,” said 27-year-old Quin-
tin Potte, also of Staten Is-

land. “I hope he brings out 
Alicia Keys for that New 
York song.”

Others went even fur-
ther to take Jay-Z’s busi-
ness-minded approach to 
heart.

“We’re hustling tonight,” 
said Watts Hopkins, who 
camped out in front of the 
stadium to sell glow-in-the-
door “grills” — illuminated 
dental adornments that fans 
could clip onto their teeth.

Brooklyn-native Jay-Z opened the Barclays Center last Friday with a parade 
of hits.
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(Clockwise from top left) Attendees Justina 
Omokhugi, Bozoma Saintjohn, and Erika Priestley 
had their tickets at the ready for the big show. The 
sun went down and the people came up from the 
subway station, which was recently renamed for 
the arena. The concert-goers who didn’t come by 
train came by car — and thankfully a “pedestrian 
safety guard” was there singing as he directed traf-
fic. Protesters rallied against the just-built arena. 
Meanwhile, celebrities including Nets guard Jerry 
Stackhouse walked the “black carpet.”.
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was relocated in its entirety a few 
blocks away from its original spot 
after the death of its owner, a na-
val captain.

“His widow couldn’t fathom 
the idea of looking out to sea any 
more,” said General.

The Ridge was also the place 
for the “Church of Generals.” 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
on 98th Street and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway was where Gen. Robert 
E. Lee worshipped, and where 
Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson was 
baptized in the font that is still 
used today.

The Bay Ridge of that era was 
a very simple place, recalls Grace 
A. Glen in a memoir about her 
childhood in the late 1800s, en-
titled “Old Bay Ridge.”

“There was no sewer system, 
every house had its cesspool, and 
primitive sanitation,” she writes. 
“Not many houses had indoor 
bathrooms, most still had out-
door sanitary houses. Persnick-
ety people hid these by surround-
ing them with trellises covered 
with vines or roses.”

Most of Shore Road’s man-
sions were replaced by apartment 
buildings after 1940, some of them 
crude high-rises with Fedders air 
conditioner sleeves poking out of 
the windows — dwellings Hofmo 
coined unflatteringly as “Fedders 
homes.” A provocative past also 
lies just below the surface of es-

tablishments like Yellow Hook 
Grill on 70th Street and Third 
Avenue — once a Prohibition-
era speakeasy. 

The opening of the Verrazano-
Narrows Bridge in 1964 availed 
new industrial opportunities for 
the future, yet dedicated neigh-
borhood conservationists have 
been committed to preserving 
entire chunks of Bay Ridge’s il-

lustrious past; among them, Sen-
ator Street, a stately strip of row 
houses between Third and Fourth 
avenues named for 19th-century 
Sen. Henry Murphy, who owned 
the property where Bliss Park, 
also known as Owls Head Park, 
stands today. 

That block was saved in 2003 
with more than 300 other Ridge 
streets in Brooklyn’s largest re-

zoning project at the time, en-
suring that architectural gems 
like “the Gingerbread House” 
on Narrows Avenue and 83rd 
Street would be around for fu-
ture generations to feast their 
eyes upon.

Bay Ridge — a Tinseltown fa-
vorite that’s the destination for 
the runaway subway train in Spi-
der-Man 2 and one of the set-

tings for the 1977 hit movie “Sat-
urday Night Fever” — is a new 
gold coast today, teeming with 
bars and restaurants along Third 
and Fifth avenues, 86th Street’s 
outdoor mall anchored by Cen-
tury 21, and a vibrant community 
of Irish, Italians, Greeks, Rus-
sians, Poles, Chinese, and Ar-
abs who participate in its signa-
ture parades and festivals each 
year, including the Ragamuffin, 
and Norwegian Day parades, and 
the Brooklyn Memorial Day Pa-
rade, the nation’s oldest proces-
sion for veterans.

Hospitality remains the Ridge’s 
greatest asset, according to life-
long residents like General.

“It still has the feel of a small 
town in a big city,” he said.

NEXT WEEK, WE CELEBRATE CARROLL GARDENS

MILITARY HISTORY: (Above) 
Fire department bagpipers 
play a solemn tune at Fort 
Hamilton Army Base, with 
the Verrazano-Narrows 
Bridge behind them. (Left) 
The Harbor Defense Mu-
seum at the base pays trib-
ute to the Redcoats, who 
got a wake-up call from 
brave Bay Ridgers during 
the American Revolution’s 
Battle of Brooklyn.

RIDGING THE GAP
Six things you need to know 

about this nabe’s history

LONG 
STRETCH: The 
Verrazano-
Narrows 
Bridge opened 
in 1964 as the 
world’s lon-
gest suspen-
sion span.

STAR-STUDIES: The 
Crescent Athletic 
Club — a venue for 
polo players, yachts-
men, and the first 
U.S. Davis Cup — 
eventually became 
Fort Hamilton High 
School.

SWEET SITE: 
The famed 
“Gingerbread 
House” is a 
visual feast — 
and a throw-
back to Bay 
Ridge’s gilded 
age.

BLISS-FUL: 
Owls Head 
Park — also 
known as Bliss 
Park — was 
once the prop-
erty of 19th-
century Sen. 
Henry Murphy.

DIAMOND IN THE 
ROUGH: Font-
bonne Hall Acad-
emy was once the 
home of actress Lil-
lian Russell — paid 
for by her compan-
ion Diamond Jim 
Brady.

HISTORIC GEM: 
The Bennett-
Farrell-Feldman 
House is an 
imposing survivor 
from the days 
when fashionable 
chateaux yawned 
along the shore.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

He is gnome more.
“Jerome the Gnome,” the hu-

mongous red-capped reality-
TV-star-turned-Carroll Gar-
dens-mascot died last month 
of a severed head. He was one 
year old.

The 20-foot lawn ornament — 
who was featured on the A&E 
show “Shipping Wars” and a Wen-
dy’s hamburger commercial be-
fore finding a home at Bond and 
President streets — was dismem-
bered by his bar-owning creators, 
sources say.

Owners of Lavender Lake, 
who built the statue for the show, 

took apart his chubby body — 
then stuffed his head in a ware-
house, say staffers at the water-
ing hole.

“I hate to be the bearer of 
bad news,” said general man-
ager Conrad Oliver. “But the 
gnome is dead.”

The big fat dwarf, who seemed 
to be perpetually whistling, be-
came a neighborhood icon when 
he started looming over the street 
outside the design studio John 
Creech D & P — and served as a 
community conversation-starter 
for months.

Owners then transported him 
to the bar’s outdoor patio around 
the corner, pleasing craft beer 

Jerome the gnome is dead
Creepy icon’s violent end guzzlers who looked decidedly 

more attractive standing next 
to him.

But his creators have since 
come to realize the Jerome no 
longer fits the bar’s minimalist 
aesthetic, so they killed him, Ol-
iver said.

The gnome creeped out some 
neighbors, who experienced ab-
ject horror when they crossed his 
path.

“It’s terrifying — the first 
time I saw him was at night,” 
said neighbor Ben Aufill, who 
runs the blog Gowanus Your 
Face Off.

Aufill isn’t the only one who 
felt an unexplainable eeriness near 
the gnome — a YouTube video 
shows a young girl burst into tears 
because of the statue.

“I’m scared!” she says be-
tween sobs. “I’m scared of that 
gnome.”

That might simply be because 
gnomes are pure evil, said gnome 
expert Chuck Sambuchino, who 
claims the creatures are on-par 
with clowns when it comes to the 
freaky factor.

“They’re scary and tacky — 
and they look like they’re carry-
ing a concealed weapon,” said 
Sambuchino, author of “How 
to Survive a Garden Gnome 
Attack.”

Of course, not everybody is 
relieved to see poor Jerome’s 
head banished to a cold lone-
some warehouse.

“He was just a happy jolly 
dude,” Oliver said. “I miss 
him.”The gnome, when still intact.
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(Top) Park ranger Kelsey Witter shows off a screech owl 
that was a fan favorite at Prospect Park’s “Raptor Fest” 
on Sept. 30. (Above) Cathy Horvath of Wildlife in Need 
of Rescue and Rehabilitation holds Auggie, a Eurasian 
eagle owl. (Below) A five-month-old red-tailed hawk.
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Bird perfect

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of the controver-
sial Bay Ridge nightspot Amnesia 
forgot to get worker’s compensa-
tion insurance for his employees, 
say state officials who shut the 
club down last month. 

The New York State Work-
er’s Compensation Board is-
sued a Sept. 17 stop-work order 
on the Brazilian steakhouse-
turned-nightclub — which has 
come under fire from Commu-
nity Board 10 for having pound-
ing music, rowdy patrons, dou-
ble parked cars, and for hosting 
dance parties without a license 

— for failing to insure its work-
ers for nearly two years.

That misstep is costing owner 
Frank Sofia more than $126,000 
in fines.

“We have been trying to work 
with this owner and this owner 
has not been available or coop-
erative,” said Workers Compen-
sation Board spokesman Joseph 
Cavalcante, who said that Am-
nesia first came on the agency’s 
radar after an employee was in-
jured on the job. “We have been in-
vestigating this business for quite 
some time. It’s gotten a lot of no-
tice from us.”

Cavalcante said that if Sofia 

wants to open Amnesia again 
— either as a restaurant, night-
club, or any of the other multi-
ple personalities the business has 
taken on over the years — with-
out providing proof of insurance 
and paying the fines, he can be 
taken away in handcuffs.

“If the order is violated, we 
would refer the case to the dis-
trict attorney and the police,” the 
spokesman said. “But the busi-
ness can come to us and review 
the penalty amount. Our goal is 
compliance. Our goal is not to 
accumulate revenue.”

Sofia, who also owns Sofia’s 
Restaurant on Third Avenue be-

State offi cials: Bay Ridge club forgot to 
pay its worker’s compensation insurance

A case of amnesia

Authorities shut down Amnesia because its owner didn’t 
pay worker’s compensation insurance mandated by the 
state.
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tween 84th and 85th streets and 
Sofia’s Ristorante Italiano in Man-
hattan’s Theater District, said he 
planned to resolve the situation 
soon.

“I’m going to take care of things 
with the Worker’s Compensation 
Board. I’m not going to do any-
thing non-legally,” said Sofia, re-
fusing to comment further.

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Bay Ridge dog-owners are 
foaming at the mouth over the 
lack of neighborhood trash cans 
— a state of affairs they claim has 
given them no place to put their 
best friend’s doo doo bags and 
turned the  streets  into a mine-
field of improperly-disposed an-
imal waste.

Angry pooch-lovers say that 
only Third and Fifth avenues 

have garbage receptacles on 
each block, while Fourth Ave-
nue only has baskets near the 
train stations — leaving thor-
oughfares like Narrows Ave-
nue, Colonial Road, Ridge Bou-
levard, and Sixth Avenue without 
any place to make necessary dog 
walk drop-offs. 

“Are we supposed to carry 
trash and dog dump around with 
us all the time?” asked Tom Mills, 
who we caught carrying a knotted 

bag of his best friend’s feces for 
more than 10 blocks, looking for 
a place to throw his package out. 
“When I was growing up there 
was a garbage can on every cor-
ner. Some people are just lazy, 
but it really is an inconvenience 
to carry this around.”

Some residents say the lack 
of cans have forced dog walk-
ers to leave their pet’s deposits 
on the street.

“If there were more trash cans, 

they’d be better about it,” said 
Cindy Bajraktarevic.

City officials say that most 
Bay Ridge blocks don’t qualify 
for trash receptacles.

“The Department of Sanitation 
places litter baskets in high-traf-
ficked pedestrian streets and ar-
eas such as transportation hubs, 
shopping areas, and bus stops,” 
said city spokeswoman Kathy 
Dawkins, who noted that the 
can-less corridors are in quiet 

Ridge’s doo doo debacle
Pup-lovers say lack of trash cans turns streets into minefi elds

residential areas that don’t meet 
the department’s criteria.

Ridgites argue that the city’s 
standards have let Bay Ridge go 
to the dogs.

“Obviously, what they’re doing 
isn’t working,” said Maria Davis. 
“You have to carry it around for 
blocks and blocks, so some peo-
ple just don’t clean up.”

But not everybody is howling 
for more baskets.

“One of the pains of being a 
dog-owner is that you have to 
take the stuff home with you,” 
said Community Board 10 mem-
ber Greg Ahl, who said that the 
city shouldn’t shell out the money 
for more trash receptacles just to 
make life easier for dog walk-
ers.
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Thursday, Oct. 11, 6-7:15 pm
NY Marriott Brooklyn Bridge, 333 Adams St

For more info and directions, visit BrooklynBridgeRotary.org

FREE TALK AND LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
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Do you know someone whose memory is fading away?

Neurologist Richard Lechtenberg — knowledgeable 
and witty, with 35 years of experience — will bring 
this medical quandary out of the closet. Dementia 
can now be diagnosed early — but the treatment 
options are numerous and confusing, and how to deal 
with a loved one whose memory is fading away is an 
extraordinary challenge.

This is the first in a series of FREE health discussions presented as a community service by the Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary Club. Visit BrooklynBridgeRotary.org to learn more about our club, whose motto is “Service 
Above Self.” Guests will have the option of joining Dr. Lechtenberg for dinner ($30) at 7:15, following the free 
talk and light refreshments.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Two men who ordered 
food delivered to a Frost 
Street home on Sept. 24 
not only stiffed the deliv-
ery guy on the tip, but also 
stole the food and put him 
in a chokehold. 

The victim told police the 
he was in front of the house 
between Debevoise and Mor-
gan avenues at 9:20 pm when 
the violent customer grabbed 
him from behind and another 
man ripped the bag of food 
from his hand.

The robbers then ran into 
the house with the grub.

Nice watch
A crafty thief stole a man’s 

watch on Withers Street on 
Sept. 29.

The victim told police 
he was under the Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway 
at 3 am on his way home 
from a bar when the thief 
said, “That’s a nice watch, 
can I see it?” 

When the victim put his 
hand up to show him the 
watch, the robber punched 
him in the head, knocked him 
to the ground, and pulled the 
watch off of his wrist. 

Liquor heist
Four armed men stormed 

a Driggs Avenue liquor store 
on Sept. 27 — taking more 

than $7,000 and several bot-
tles of liquor.

The victim told police he 
was just about to close up his 
Driggs Avenue liquor store 
at Russell Street at 9:45 pm 
when four men stormed in, 
pointed a gun at him, and 
took $7,800 from the regis-
ter, lotto machine, and the 
safe. They also grabbed sev-
eral bottles of liquor. 

There are 16 cameras in 
the store and they all recorded 
the robbery, but so far, po-
lice have not arrested any 
suspects. 

Phone snatched
Two men stole a woman’s 

cellphone on Lorimer Street 
as she was on her way to work 
on Sept. 28. 

The victim told police that 
she was between Noble and 
Calyer streets at 12:30 pm 
when a man grabbed her by 
the throat and another man 
ripped her iPhone out of her 
hand. The robbers ran and 
the victim chased them for 
a few blocks until she lost 
sight of them. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shot on Taylor
A gunman shot a man 

six times on Taylor Street 
on Sept. 24, but the victim 
refused to give police many 
details. 

The 33-year-old man was 
standing in front of a house 
between Wythe and Bed-
ford avenues at midnight 
when a would-be assassin 
shot him six times, striking 
him in the leg, buttocks, and 
shoulder. 

The victim was taken to 
Bellevue Hospital with non-
life threatening injuries. Po-
lice have not yet identified 
the shooter. 

No respect
Police arrested two teens 

who they say were part of a 
quartet that held up a man 
at knife-point in a Moore 
Street apartment building 
on Sept. 29.

The 49-year-old victim 
told police he was walk-
ing out of the elevator in 
his building between Hum-
boldt Street and Bushwick 
Avenue at 5:20 am when four 
teens surrounded him, and 
one pointed a knife at his 
stomach.

“Give me your money 
or I’ll stab you,” the perp 
said.

The victim told police 
he fought back when the 
kids started to go through 
his pockets, warning them: 
“Don’t do this. I’m older 
than you.”

The gang didn’t listen.
The man was injured, 

but refused medical atten-
tion. A 14-year-old boy and 
15-year-old boy were later 
arrested. 

Walk this way
A man robbed a 14-year-

old boy of his cellphone and 
$35 on Montrose Avenue on 
Sept. 25. 

The boy told police he was 
at the corner of Montrose Av-
enue and Leonard Street at 
5:10 pm when a man beck-
oned him over and told him 
to walk backwards and act 

normal.
“What you got on you?” 

the perp then asked. 
When the victim said he 

had a cellphone and $35, the 
thief told him to give him 
his backpack and then took 
out the boy’s cellphone and 
money and handed the empty 
bag back to him.

The man then asked him 
if he was a Trini member — 
referring to the Trinitarios 
gang. When the boy said no, 
the man walked away. 

Con game
A pair of shifty thieves 

bamboozled a 75-year-old 
woman on Roebling Street 
on Sept. 27 — and got away 
with her purse. 

The victim told police that 
she was at S. First Street at 2 
pm when a man and a woman 
asked her for assistance.

 “Help us cash this lottery 
ticket,” one said. “We don’t 
have papers. We will give 
you some money.” 

They told the senior to 
go back to her house and 
get some money and some 
jewelry. When she came back 
with the goods, she and the 
scammers got into their car. 
But when the victim stepped 
out of the vehicle for a mo-
ment, they drove off with her 
bag, which contained a gold 
chain, a Dominican Repub-
lic passport, a resident card, 
gold rings, and a watch worth 
$3,500. 

Flute fleeced
Three punks stole a man’s 

backpack on the Williams-
burg Bridge early on Sept. 
30.

The victim told police he 
was walking across the pe-
destrian lane at 2:30 am when 
the mauraders demanded his 
valuables. 

“I have a gun,” one of the 
perps said, but the victim told 

cops he never saw any of them 
pull out a firearm.

They told him to get on 
the ground and hand them his 
money — and when the vic-
tim didn’t do as they asked, 
they pushed him down to the 
ground, and took his back-
pack, which contained a rain 
jacket, a book, and a tiny 
flute, and his cellphone. 

Struggle
Two men stole a woman’s 

iPhone on Humboldt Street 
on Sept. 30 — injuring her 
hand in the process.

The victim told police she 
was near Powers Street on her 
way to the Grand Street L 
train station at 8:40 pm when 
the two men ran up and one 
of them grabbed at the iP-
hone in her hand. 

She struggled with the 
perps until they wrestled the 
phone away from her, hurting 
her hand in the process. 

Necklace grab
Police arrested a man ac-

cused of stealing a necklace 
from a woman on S. Third 
Street on Sept. 26. 

The victim told police she 
was between Roebling and 
Havemeyer streets at 3:30 pm 
when a man ripped her $750 
gold necklace from her neck. 
The woman suffered bruising 
on her neck and hands. 

Cops later arrested a 30-
year-old and charged him 
with robbery. 
 — Danielle Furfaro

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Cray-Z
An agile crook snatched 

some booze and pills from a 
Dean Street apartment while 
the tenant was at the Jay-Z 
concert on Sept. 28.

The 47-year-old victim 
told cops she went to the 
show at 8:45 pm, then came 
back at 2 am and discovered 
a hole in her roof — and a 
bottle of Jameson, prescrip-
tion medication, and a black 
wallet gone.

Real nightmare
A brazen thief swiped 

some cash from an apart-
ment on Carroll Street on 
Sept. 26 while the tenant 
was asleep.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops she went to sleep 
in her apartment near Fifth 
Avenue at 10:30 pm — then 
woke up at 7:30 am and dis-
covered her door ajar, a crow-
bar on the ground, and $500 
missing from her kitchen 
drawer. 

Galant gone
A perp stole a car parked 

on 12th Street on Sept. 28.
The 35-year-old victim 

told cops he parked his black 
2011 Mitsubishi Galant near 
Eighth Avenue at 1:30 pm, 
then walked to his mom’s 
house and came back three 
hours later.

That’s when he found the 
$23,000 car gone with no sign 
of broken glass.

Buzz kill
A jerk jacked a purse from 

a coffee shop-goer on Seventh 
Avenue on Sept. 23.

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops she left her hand-
bag inside Starbucks near 
Garfield Place, then walked 
outside to make a phone call 
at 5 pm.

She came back five min-
utes later and discovered her 
gray bag gone.

Train robbery
A bandit snatched a cell-

phone from a straphanger in 
the Fourth Avenue–Ninth 
Street station on Sept. 25.

The 46-year-old victim 
told cops he was sitting on 
a bench near the Manhat-
tan-bound F train platform 
at 2 pm when a man grabbed 
his Samsung cellphone — 
then fled.

Toy, story
A punk snatched a wallet 

from toy shop customer on 
Fifth Avenue on Sept. 28 — 
then went on a $1,400 shop-
ping spree.

The 39-year-old victim 
told cops she was shopping 
at Area Kids near Bergen 
Street at noon when a crook 
grabbed her wallet full of 
credit cards.

Bad taste
A quick-moving perp 

swiped a laptop from a 
diner on Carlton Avenue 
on Sept. 27.

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops she was sitting at 
a counter seat at Carlton Park 
restaurant near Flatbush Ave-
nue at 8:55 pm when the perp 
grabbed her silver Mac com-
puter and ran away.

Stripped show
A goon stripped a car 

on Eighth Avenue some-
time between Sept. 19 and 
Sept. 25. 

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops he parked his red 
Honda near Lincoln Place at 
8:30 pm, then returned six 
days later and discovered that 
all four of his rims and tires 
has vanished.

— Natalie O’Neill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Gadgets gone
Thieves struck a Clinton 

Avenue apartment on Sept. 24 
— making off with more than 
$20,000 of electronics.

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops he left his place near 
DeKalb Avenue at 9:50 am, 
returning at 8:50 pm to find 
his locks broken off his front 
door, and his gadgets gone. 

Shattered
Three goons smashed a 

man’s cellphone on Fulton 
Street on Sept. 29.

The 24-year-old victim 
told cops he was at a bodega 
between Clinton and Waverly 
avenues at 2:55 am when the 
jerks entered the store. 

“Give me your money, 
give me everything,” they 
demanded.

When the victim did not 
comply, one of them grabbed 
the victim’s phone out of his 
hand and smashed it on the 
ground.

iPhone mugging
A crook struck a woman 

in the head and stole her iP-
hone on St. Felix Street on 
Sept. 27.

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops she was between 
Lafayette Avenue and Han-
son Place at 10 am when the 
cellphone snatcher struck 
her head from behind and 
snatched her smartphone 
from her hand.

Broken door
An intruder tried to bur-

glarize an apartment on Clin-
ton Avenue on Sept. 24 — 
but didn’t get past the front 
door.

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops he left his place at 

DeKalb Avenue at noon, re-
turning at 6 pm to find his 
front door damaged. 

My-fi
A bold thief stole a lap-

top computer right out of its 
owner’s hands in Fort Greene 
Park on Sept. 26. 

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops she was sitting 
in the park’s grass with her 
MacBook in front of her at 
12:20 pm when the crook ap-
proached and took the expen-
sive gadget. 

Belt-away
Two thugs shook a teen-

ager down for his designer 
belt on Adelphi Street on 
Sept. 25.

The 13-year-old victim 
told cops he was at the park 
between DeKalb and Lafay-
ette avenues at 3:20 pm when 
two jerks approached him.  

“Where you going? 
How much you got? Run 
your pockets and lift your 
sweater!” one of them de-
manded, while the other pre-
vented him from leaving.

After the victim handed 
over his $300 Louis Vuitton 
belt, the criminals fled.

myPhone
A thieving duo jacked 

an iPhone from a woman 
on Cumberland Street on 
Sept. 26.

The 45-year-old victim 
told cops she was talking 
to her mother at Lafayette 
Avenue at 5:35 pm when the 
jerks grabbed the phone. 

Nightlights
Someone stole light emit-

ting diodes from a nightclub 
on Waverly Avenue some-
time between Sept. 28 and 
Sept. 29.

Representatives from the 
venue between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue told cops 
that between 2 pm and 2:30 
pm the next day, someone 
made away with $3,000 of 
round white lights. 

Safe nowhere
A brazen crook took an iP-

hone from a teenager on Sept. 
25 — right in front of the 
88th Precinct stationhouse 
on Classon Avenue.

The 13-year-old vic-
tim told cops she was near 
DeKalb Avenue at 4:06 pm 
when the perp grabbed her 
iPhone and ran away. 

Lord of the rings
A jewelry thief stole 

two rings from an apart-
ment on St. James Place on 
Sept. 25.

The 38-year-old victim 
told cops she left her place 
between Fulton Street and St. 
James Place at 8:30 am, re-
turning at 7 pm to find both 
rings gone. 

myBike
A burglar took two bi-

cycles from an apartment 
on St. Felix Street some-
time between Sept. 23 and 
Sept 29. 

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops he left two Spe-
cialized bikes behind a locked  
gate on the side of his brown-
stone between Lafayette Av-
enue and Hanson Place on 
Sept. 23 at 4 pm, and when he 
came back on Sept. 29 at 11 
am, both bikes were gone. 

 Car-gone
A jerk broke into a car on 

S. Portland Avenue on Sept. 
30 — and left with an iPad, 
passport, and some books the 
owner had left inside.

The 26-year-old victim 
told cops she left her car 
parked between Fulton Street 
and Hanson Place at 7:35 pm, 
returning at 8:50 pm to find a 
window broken, and her be-
longings gone.

— Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

No tip
A thug robbed a delivery 

boy at knife-point in a Fourth 
Avenue apartment building 
after ordering food from a 
Dyker Heights Italian eat-
ery on Sept. 30, according 
to cops.

The victim told police that 
the perp phoned in an order 
to La Sorrentina at the cor-
ner of 66th Street and 11th 
Avenue  at 4:30 pm, with in-
structions to bring the food to 
a basement location between 
78th and 79th streets. When 
the victim arrived at the spot, 
the crook confronted him in 
a ski mask and black gloves, 
and carrying a knife. 

The villain then took the 
food and $90 in cash from 
the food-runner and fled the 
premises.

Smoked out
A jerk smashed in the door 

of a Fort Hamilton Parkway 
bodega and made off with 
$876 in tobacco products — 
on top of $290 in other as-
sorted loot — on Sept. 27, 
police say.

The owner of 168 Deli Inc. 
reported that he shut his shop 
between 61st and 62nd streets 
at 3:30 am to run an errand 
and came back an hour later 
to find that somebody had 
busted in the side entrance 
with a brick.

Inside, he saw the creep 
had stolen $576 in cigarettes, 
$300 in cigars, $200 in cash, 
$60 worth of Heineken beer, 
and a case of Red Bull worth 
$30. 

Thieves choke delivery boy, steal dinner
Armored luck

A would-be-crook tried 
— and failed — to jack a 
safe from an armored vehi-
cle parked on 85th Street on 
Sept. 24, police report.

The truck driver said he 
was restocking an ATM be-
tween Ridge Boulevard and 
Third Avenue at 12:35 pm 
when the fiend smashed open 
the window of his vehicle, got 
inside, and tried to carry the 
safe away. 

But the noodle-armed vil-
lain apparently couldn’t lift 
the vault, and jumped out and 
sped away in a gray Kia when 
the driver returned. 

Flushed out
A pair of punks knocked 

over a corner store on 13th 
Avenue on Sept. 28 after lock-
ing the cashier in the bath-
room, cops say.

The clerk reported that 
the two perps came in to the 
store at 74th Street with faces 
covered at 12:10 am. One of 
the robbers pointed a black 
revolver at the worker and 
ushered him into the bath-
room, then locked the man 
inside. 

Meanwhile, the other fiend 
went behind the counter and 
opened the till, taking $1,500 
in cash, as well as $339 in 
Newport Cigarettes and the 
victim’s iPhone.

Unsweet charity
A vagrant swiped a Dyker 

Heights woman’s wallet as 
she was reaching into her 
purse to give him a dollar 
on Seventh Avenue on Sept. 
26, according to police.

The victim said that she 
was near 90th Street at 6:45 
am when the derelict ap-
proached her and asked for 
some change.

The woman ignored him 
and kept walking, but the in-
digent followed her and kept 
asking, saying he was hun-
gry and just needed a dollar 
to buy food. 

The victim finally stopped 
and opened up her pocket-
book, giving the homeless 
hustler the opportunity to 
reach into her bag and steal 
her wallet — and the $25 
inside.

Bad trip
A crook stole $5,000 in 

cash and $1,500 in clothes 
from a Maryland man’s car 
in the parking lot of an Eighth 
Avenue supermarket on Sept. 
25, police say.

The victim said he parked 
in the back of the Fei Long 
Shopping Center between 
63rd and 64th streets at 7 
pm, and came out 10 min-
utes later to see his rear pas-
senger window smashed and 
his belongings stolen.

— Will Bredderman

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Bad car-ma
A would-be car thief in-

jured two cops who say they 
caught him in the act on York 
Street on Sept. 28.

A witness told investiga-
tors he heard the sound of 
shattering glass at 5:45 am, 
looked out the window and 
saw a man climbing into a 
gray Honda Accord at the 
corner of Gold Street.

Cops spotted a suspect 
about a block away, but the 
man fled. During the foot 
chase, one of the officers in-
jured his knee jumping over 
a fence. The ailing cop even-
tually caught up with the sus-
pect, who allegedly refused 
to be arrested and rolled over 
the officer’s leg in a tussle, 
injuring it further.

When another officer tried 
to cuff the suspect, the 33-
year-old punched him in the 
shoulder, causing “substan-
tial pain,” according to doc-
uments from the District At-
torney’s office. During the 
scuffle, stolen credit cards 
fell out of the suspect’s pock-
ets, officers say.

Both cops were treated and 
released from a hospital, and 
the suspect was charged with 
assault, criminal mischief, 
possession of stolen property, 
and resisting arrest, among 
other charges.

Purse curse
Cops arrested an alleged 

purse thief accused of grab-
bing a handbag from a wom-
an’s shoulder at the corner of 
Jay and Willoughby streets 
on Sept. 29.

The perp snatched the 
purse at 12:20 pm and made 
off with the victim’s phone 
and credit cards, but police 
soon apprehended a 34-year-
old suspect. The suspect has 
been charged with larceny 
and criminal possession of 
stolen property, according to 
documents from the District 
Attorney’s office.

Sands slashing
Cops cuffed a woman 

accused of cutting another 
woman and stealing her pock-
etbook on Sands Street on 
Aug. 28.

The perp confronted the 
victim between Navy and 
Gold streets at 8:27 pm and 
slashed her right arm with 
a knife, according to inves-
tigators.

The crook then made off 
with the victim’s pocketbook, 
which contained credit cards 
and IDs, documents from the 
District Attorney’s office in-
dicate. Officers later arrested 
an 18-year-old suspect.

— Ben Muessig
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

877.NYC.TECH (877.692.8324)

www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

LEARN ALL ABOUT 65 BACCALAUREATE,  
ASSOCIATE AND CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS  
IN 21ST CENTURY TECHNLOGIES

Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm  Klitgord Center
285 Jay Street  Downtown BrooklynOCTOBER 28, 2012

65YEARS OF 

A l l  t h e  s o u n d  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  w i r e s .

m u s i c  s y s t e m  I I I
Shown in 

Platinum White.

To order or learn more:

1-800-842-1428,
ext. TZ307

www.Bose.com/WMS

FREE
SHIPPING

with your order.

Just plug it in and hear what you’ve been missing.

A roomful of premium sound…not wires. 

Free information kit and risk-free trial. 

12 easy payments,

Shown in Titanium Silver with 
optional Multi-CD Changer.

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 

HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 

MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 

Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 

Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 

Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

units sort of melted into the 
park,” said Joan McGroarty 
of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Community Advisory Coun-
cil.

A spokeswoman for Roger 
Marvel Architects, the firm 
that drafted the design, did 
not respond to requests for 
comment about the size of 
the private outdoor space and 
other details last week.

But a Brooklyn Bridge 
Park spokeswoman noted 

that the yards will not be vis-
ible from the park greenway 
and that residents must main-
tain them.

“The ground floor out-
door spaces are within the 
development footprint, are 
shielded from the public por-
tion of the park by a berm, 
and we’ve worked closely 
with [designers] to ensure 
that they do not encroach on 
any of the public areas of the 
park,” said spokeswoman Te-
resa Gonzalez.

Continued from page 1

PARK...

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Ditmas Park residents can 
spend the holiest day of the 
Jewish calendar atoning on 
their comfortable couches 
now that a Marlborough 
Road synagogue is stream-
ing religious services on the 
internet.

Temple Beth Emeth, a re-
form synagogue near Church 
Avenue, offered congregants 
who couldn’t make the trek 
to shul the option of watch-
ing Yom Kippur services 
online — a  high-tech way 
to reach religious shut-ins 
clergy members say came 
about by accident.

“We want people to come 
if they can,” Rabbi Heidi 
Hoover said. “But there are 
people who can’t come. This 
is our way of giving them an 
opportunity to participate.”
More conservative Jewish 
houses of worship require 
members to refrain from us-
ing electronics on the high 
holy days, but Hoover de-
cided to stream this year’s 
Rosh Hashana, Kol Nidre, 

In year 5773, Judaism goes high-tech

and Yom Kippur services 
with her techie husband’s 
help after an elderly con-
gregant informed her that 
he had broken his hip over 
the summer and wouldn’t be 
able to make it in. 

“What’s new about being 
able to broadcast the services 
is how straightforward it is,” 
said Rabbi Hoover’s husband 
 Michael Rose , who used his 
iPhone to set up a livestream 
through the popular website 
 UStream.tv , which was a  fa-
vorite of the Occupy move-
ment.  “What we’re trying to 
do is provide baseline access 
to the service.”

Hoover said that a num-
ber   of visitors  tuned in once 
the synagogue publicized the 
livestream feed on its website 
and Facebook page.

Seven people watched 
the Kol Nidre service on 
the night of Yom Kippur, 
and another 15 tuned in for 

last Wednesday’s service — 
including a Ditmas Park col-
lege student living in Cape 
Cod. 

William Kloner, the Rabbi 
Emeritus of Temple Beth 
Emeth, used his iPad to log 
on from a senior center in 
Cobble Hill.

The service worked well: 
it showcased clear video and 
audio and ran uninterrupted 
except for a bizarre moment 
when UStream.tv threw up 
a commercial for an all-ter-
rain vehicle. 

Everyone loved the live-
streaming services, but 
Hoover said she created it 
for those who could not make 
it to the synagogue — not to 
be a digital takeover of Jew-
ish services. 

“I wouldn’t want to see 
Judaism looking like every-
one streaming with me here 
speaking into a camera by 
myself!” Hoover said.

IPAD TEMPLE

Rabbi William Kloner, pictured with his wife Eliza-
beth, watched Yom Kippur services from home 
using an iPad thanks to a tech-savvy Ditmas Park 
synagogue.
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Keratin Treatment
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Permanent Makeup

Tattoos
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& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25006  AWP  October 5–11, 2012

Depending on the plan, features may include:

• $0 plan premium
• $0 or low copays for doctor visits
• $0 copay for generics
• $0 prescription drug deductible
• Flexible spending – get reimbursed up to $1,000
• Prepaid Over-the-Counter cards with up to $50 monthly
• Dental and vision care
• Transportation
• Top doctors and hospitals in our growing network

and much more!

Open Enrollment runs from October 15-December 7, 2012
It's easy to enroll anytime online at www.fideliscare.org

Great new Medicare plans for 2013!

More choices
And more for you, with personal service from Fidelis Care representatives, who will meet with you in the
comfort of your home, answer all your questions, and help you choose the plan that’s right for you.

The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information, contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy
network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Fidelis Dual Advantage plans are offered by Fidelis Care, a
Coordinated Care Plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York State Medicaid program. Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract.

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)

Medicare coverage you can trust. It's our Mission.
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below-market-rate rentals — 
which the company claims 
provide much-needed hous-
ing “for people of more mod-
erate means.”

“The way this project fits 
into the community is impor-
tant to us — not just its de-
sign quality but also its en-
vironmental infrastructure, 
said Lee Weintraub, an archi-
tect heading the project at a 
hearing on Thursday

But dozens of Gowanus 
residents and activists said 
the area’s infrastructure can’t 
accommodate the roughly 
1,400 new residents expected 
to descend on the blossoming 
industrial neighborhood.

“It’s completely out of 
line. We don’t want to see a 
monster building,” said Gow-

anus neighbor Linda Mari-
ano at a hearing attended by 
more than 100 residents, ac-
tivists and civic leaders.

Some residents said they 
feared the population hike 
would render the nearby 
Carroll Street subway sta-
tion useless.

“None of you have rid-
den the F train,” neighbor 
Barrin Bonet told devel-
opers at the meeting. “You 
can’t physically get on in the 
morning.”

Others cited environmen-
tal worries tied to flooding 
and the polluted canal — 
which is so filthy  it’s the 
site for a federal Superfund 
cleanup .

The new rentals come 
after the real estate firm, 
Toll Brothers, backed out of 

a similar plan to bring luxury 
condos to the same plot.

The company signed pa-
pers to buy the land in 2004, 
but six years into its plan — 
and in the midst of a nation-
wide recession — it walked 
away from a $5.75-million 
down payment, saying the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s clean-up would 
 take so long and create such 
a strong stigma  that the land 
wasn’t worth developing.

Lightstone Group now 
says their development 
makes only a “minor mod-
ification” to the already ap-
proved Toll Brothers plan 
— allowing the company 
to skirt a full review from 
the city.

Even though developers 
say the new proposal won’t 
differ much in scale from 
the Toll Brothers plan, some 
neighbors say the changes 
aren’t “minor” at all.

 “We don’t have a sewer 
system that can support a 
project this size,” said neigh-
bor Marlene Donnelly.

Others cheered the proj-
ect, saying it will bring 
much-needed housing to the 
area, spruce up the neighbor-
hood, and offer open space 
on a hard-to-access water-
front.

“I support it; it provides 
public access and a means to 
the canal,” said Bill Duke of 
the Gowanus Dredgers ca-
noe group.

Lightstone representa-
tives echoed that idea, saying 
the company is committed 
to investing in the neigh-
borhood and could break 
ground next September if 
it gets approval from Com-
munity Board 6 and the city 
for the changes.

The plan will go before 
the CB6’s full board next 
month.

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS...

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

There’s the national pas-
time, and then there’s the bor-
ough’s pastime.

A group of friends and 
family members gathered 
in Bay Ridge to keep an-
other great Brooklyn tradi-
tion alive: stickball.

Old buddies from the 
neighborhood gathered on 
80th Street between Third 
and Fourth avenues to take 
part in the hallowed rite of 
the broom handle. 

Coordinator Peter Syrdahl 
said the annual gathering 
of the Stickball Old Timers 
started in 1968, as a gener-
ation of Bay Ridge friends 
graduated from college.

“I realized that something 
that we did as kids, we should 
come back and do again, once 
a year, in the place where we 
were from,” said Syrdahl, 
who today resides in Dyker 
Heights.

Syrdahl lives a lot closer 
to the block where he and 
his pals played in the street 
as youngsters than anybody 
else from the old gang: Stick-
ball Old Timers had to fly 
in from California, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, and Florida 
for the mini-reunion — and 
Syrdahl’s younger brother 
even crossed the sea from 
his adopted home in Norway 
to swing a bat and run the 
bases once again. The friends 
brought their children and 
grandchildren with them to 

Old time Brooklyn fun
Buddies reunite in Bay Ridge to play some stickball

to come back next year, and 
they bring their friends.”

Some Ridge teens even 
got in on the act, as they 
watched the Old Timers play 
on their street with growing 
curiosity.

“When the game was over, 
these junior high school kids 
asked us what we were doing. 
They didn’t even know what 
stickball was,” said the 66-
year-old Syrdahl, who lent the 
boys a few bats to try out. “I’m 
not going to be able to do this 
much more, and so we try to 
continue the process.”

The man known as “The 
Commissioner” said that the 
annual stickball game is the 
highlight of the year for him 
and his buddies — and that 
he hopes it will continue far 
into the future.

“Everybody tells me this 
is the greatest thing in their 
life. They get to come back 
and see their old friends, and 
be part of this great Brooklyn 
tradition,” said the 66-year-
old Syrdahl, adding that he 
hoped everyone would make 
it for the 45th anniversary 
games next year. “When 
you’re 65, 66 years old there 
won’t be another big anniver-
sary till you’re in your 70s, 
and who knows who’ll still 
be around for that.”

The event was pretty per-
fect except for when a player 
got struck in the head with a 
bat and had to be taken away 
by the BRAVO Volunteer 
Ambulance Service.

pass the urban institution on 
to a new generation.

“It’s great for the kids, be-
cause they get outside and run 

and play,” said Syrdahl, not-
ing that today’s youth spend 
too much time in front of the 
television. “Then they want 

Hank Syrdahl chokes up a bit in the stickball game 
on 80th Street.
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Garden art
A new art exhibit in DUMBO unites nature 

photography and design — and it does so inside 
a flower shop-turned-art gallery.

Artist Gerald Janssen mixes disparate sensi-
bilities by taking close-ups of flowers and trees 
and arranging them in 
grids that resembles  city 
cross streets — showing 
both a love for the urban 
and the natural.

“The whole aspect of 
forms and shapes are es-
sentially flying over-
head,” said Janssen of 
the DUMBO bridges. 
“That really is the sa-
lient charm of the neighborhood, almost like a 
gravitational pull.”

And much like his adoration of the architec-
ture in Brooklyn, his work on exhibit shows a 
keen awareness of beauty in restricted forms, 
using tightly cropped, cinematic shots of plant 
life. He places each image beside one another 
in a grid of twenty five “blocks,” yet the indi-
vidual detail shots of petals and snow-covered 
branches seem even more expressive in their con-
fined spaces.

Gerald Janssen’s “Grid Series 2012,” at 
Art by the Arch [32 Adams St. between Wa-
ter and Front streets, (212) 475–4989]. Oct. 4 
through Nov. 2. — Sol Park

E X H I B I T

Woody Guthrie walks — and apparently he 
sounds a bit like the Boss.

Capturing more than just the Depression–
era struggles of “Oakie” migrant workers, mu-
sician Randy Noojin’s one-man tribute to folk-
singer Woody Guthrie’s Dust Bowl experience 

is a politically relevant 
and musically rich per-
formance.

“His voice is closer 
to Bruce Springsteen on 
‘The Ghost of Tom Joad,’ 
than Guthrie,” said co-
producer Josh Adler of 
Noojin’s Woodie Guth-
rie in “Hard Travlin’ with 
Woody” — in which the 

crooner will play the character of Guthrie.
“But it feels completely urgent, feels very pres-

ent — it’s not just the music, Randy is so honest 
and he’s so grounded in his portrayal.”

And there’s no bar where “This Land Is Your 
Land” will sound better than Freddy’s, a hub for 
opponents of the Atlantic Yards development that 
after much protest relocated last year from its pre-
vious home inside the mega-project’s footprint.

“Hard Travelin’ with Woody,” at Freddy’s 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 17th and 18th streets, 
(718) 768–0131, freddysbar.com]. Oct. 7, 7:30 
pm. Free. — Sol Park

By Hannah Palmer Egan
for The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn’s industrial buildings keep 
churning out creativity.

In Greenpoint, artists are trans-
forming a century-old rope factory-
turned-skate park into a pop-up venue 
for a month-long series of perfor-
mances, benefits, and parties. Sound 
and light artists will fill the space with 
360-degree video projections to cre-
ate immersive environments for mu-
sicians and other performers.

In hopes of upending traditional 
ideas of staging and performance, 
a round stage is in the center of the 
space, which means audiences and 
art will circulate around the perfor-
mances inside the Greenpoint Ter-
minal Warehouse.

“The audience will be right on top 
of the musicians,” said Ken Farmer, 
creative director of the light and sound 
art company Nuit Blanche, which is 
organizing the series of performances 
beginning on Oct. 6. “It’s an incred-
ibly intimate experience.”

The erstwhile skate park venue the 
Autumn Bowl will open with perfor-
mances by OneBeat, an international 
group of musicians sponsored by the 
U.S. State Department in an effort to 

promote every-day diplomacy through 
music of all genres — hip-hop, elec-
tronic, roots, rock, and jazz. The mu-
sicians who come from all over the 
world will perform amid video instal-
lations by Cartune Xprez. 

And on Oct. 12 and 13, the venue 
will host Whispers, a sound art festi-
val hoping to bridge the gap between 
sound art, performance, and music. At 
the festival, artist Zach Layton will at-
tempt to amplify his subconscious — 
presenting his unpredictable brand of 
experimental music — in a collabo-
ration with filmmaker Elisa da Prato. 
Later, the space will transform into 
a dance party. 

According to Farmer, the idea is 
to mix genres and show visitors that 
they don’t just have to go to a sound 
art installation, or just go to a dance 
party — you can do both.

The series will culminate in a Hal-
loween party, orchestrated by DJ and 
musician Andrew W.K.

Kicking dust
T H E AT E R

Fam drama
A gathering of kinfolk is liable to stir up 

a scene.
A true family band, He’s My Brother, She’s 

My Sister hopes to captivate an audience and 
cultivate a feel-good, uninhibited rock culture 
— presenting an ebul-
lient style of electric 
folk music infused with 
rockabilly, glam rock, 
and cabaret, where the 
strange can come out 
and play.

“We like to put on a 
show,” said Robert Ko-
lar, a brother, guitar-
ist, and vocalist in the 
band. “A lot of us have 
a theatrical background and we embrace side-
show elements in a tongue-in-cheek way.”

A big part of the band’s extravaganza is 
their tap dancing drummer, Lauren Brown. 
She grew up tap dancing, but only took up the 
drums when she assumed percussive duties for 
the band. Playing drums and tapping simulta-
neously, she’s a show all on her own. 

“I learned my way through it,” said Brown. 
“It’s easy to create a style when I didn’t have 
a style to begin with.”

At first the band jammed under bridges and 
in trailer parks, but now the popular traveling 
show is touring venues nationwide so fans have 
pledged funds for a new family van.

He’s My Brother, She’s My Sister at 
The Knitting Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Havemeyer Street, (347) 529–6696 
bk.knittingfactory.com] Oct. 25, 7:30 pm, 
$12. — Eric Dryden

M U S I C

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

718-745-3700
WWW. .

– –

JEWELS BY SATNICK
187 State St. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm

 License #1272660

WE’RE BUYING!
TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 

and we will buy your items on the spot.

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

S
ome plays put you on the edge 
of your seat — others encour-
age you to get out of your seat 

entirely.
Part history lesson, part theater, 

part walking tour, a moving play is 
bringing to life some of the ghosts of 
the Navy Yard as it leads audiences 
through BLDG 92 — the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard’s new history museum.

“We look at theater as a land-

scape,” said Catherine Wallach, the 
producer of “A History of Launch-
ing Ships.” 

“We want people to check in and 
out of story and have the story flow 
in a more abstract way.”

The show will follow an Eliza-
beth Burgin, who freed hundreds of 
American soldiers from British prison 
ships in defiance of the crown on her 
flight from New York City. 

Polybe + Seats productions have 
blended past and present before, per-
forming in non-theatrical venues like 

the Old Stone House in Park Slope, 
a barge in Red Hook, and a kitch-
enware store.

“At BLDG 92 it’s going to be even 
more immersive than before,” she 
promised. 

The Brooklyn-based outfit had 
Ditmas Park playwright Avi Glick-
stein do the script specifically for 
the location —  giving him privi-
leges to roam the normally restricted 
space that was once America’s pre-
mier shipbuilding terrain.

“I was interested in the ghosts 
of industry that are still there,” said 
Glickstein. “There is still a ship re-
pair and ships moored there to be 
worked on. I learned about these two 
big dry docks called ‘the Twins,’ and 
I wanted the Twins to be a part of 
the play.”

The play is a first for BLDG 92.

A party 
factory
Light artists brighten
19th-century building

Actors meet 
shipwrights
Theater docks at Navy Yard

BLDG a mystery: Playwright Avi Glickstein had unlimited access 
to the Brooklyn Navy Yard to write “A History of Launching Ships” 
specifically for the site’s BLDG 92.
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Nuit Blanche at the Autumn Bowl 
(67 West St. between Milton and 
Noble streets, www.theautumn-
bowl.com). Starting Oct. 6, 8 pm.

F E S T I VA L

Light renovations: Ethan Voight is revamping the old-rope-factory-turned-skate-
park Autumn Bowl into a pop-up venue for music, art, and dancing hosted by his 
light and sound art company Nuit Blanche.
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“A History of Launching Ships,” 
at BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave. at 
Carlton Avenue in the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, (718) 907–5992, www.
bldg92.com] Oct. 11–28. 8 pm. 
$18.

T H E AT E R
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MAGAZINE LAUNCH: Introduc-
ing Kalyani Magazine, by women 
of color. Event includes food and 
drinks and a one-minute samplers 
of what’s featured. Free. 7 pm. 
Two Moon Art House & Cafe [315 
Fourth Ave. between Second and 
Third streets in Gowanus, (718) 
499–0460], www.kalyanimagazine.
com. 

SUN, OCT. 7
CONCERT, OPERA AND POP: Two 

hours of popular arias, featur-
ing the talents of Christa Hylton, 
Patrica Vital, Snannon Arias, Ray 
Calderon, Julian Whitley, Maxine 
Feldman and Georgios Papadimi-
triou, presented by the Regina 
Opera Company. $12 ($5 teens; 
Free children). 3 pm. Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help [5902 Sixth Ave. at 
59th Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, NIGHT OF BLUEGRASS: WIth 
Nightmare River Band and Pale-
face. $10. 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld [622 
Degraw St. in Gowanus, (718) 855–
3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, AN IMPROVISED MUSIC 
COLLECTIVE: Out of Your Head 
is both a collective of improvis-

ing musicians in Brooklyn as well 
as a regular performance event at 
Freddy’s Bar and Backroom. See 
website for more info. Free. 9:30 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

POLITICAL ART EXHBIT: “Straight to 
Hell: Twenty Years of Dyke Action 
Machine!” is an exhibition of radi-
cal posters, buttons, stickers, and 
ephemera. Come enjoy the work 
and meet the artists. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Free. 3–6 
pm. Lesbian Herstory Archives [484 
14th St. between Eight Avenue. 
and Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3953]. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, HARLEM GLO-
BETROTTERS: the Globetrotters 
will play in the borough for the fi rst 
time ever when they bring their 
unique brand of family entertain-
ment to Barclays Center. Tickets 
start at $24.95. 6:30 pm. Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at Flat-
bush Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387], www.barclayscenter.
com. 

FRI, OCT. 5
BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRA-

PHY: “FrankenX” is an exhibit of 
silver gelatin prints by Greg M. 
Stowell. Free. 7 am–10 pm. Lauren-
tion’s Pasticceria & Caffe [680 Fifth 
Ave. at 21st Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–1871]. 

ART, ABTRACT URBAN LAND-
SCAPES: Michael Sorgatz “Street-
wise” showcases the artist’s playful 
abstractions of the New York City 
landscape. Free. 1–6 pm. Figure-
works [168 N. Sixth St. and Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 486–
7021], www.fi gureworks.com. 

CERAMIC EXHIBIT: “Beautiful Beast” 
by artist Mary Carlson. Free. 7–9 
pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart St. at Sei-
gel Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
852–4396], www.studio10bogart.
com. 

ART, HIP HOP ART SHOW: In “As-
semble” audience members work 
together over three days to create 
a found-object community assem-
blage sculpture. 7 pm. 3rdEye(Sol)
ation [1501 Broadway at Jeffer-
son Avenue in Bushwick, (484) 
888–4135], 3hreeartproductions.
tumblr.com. 

MUSIC, ON THE BORDER: Mexico 
meets Brooklyn in this night of 
homegrown border music. $10 
donation. 10 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–9177], www.barbes-
brooklyn.com. 

SAT, OCT. 6
MUSIC, DAY-LONG CONCERT: Res-

toration Rocks 2012 music festival. 
Free. 12:00 PM. Bedford Stuyve-
sant Restoration Corporation 
[1368 Fulton Street; Brooklyn, NY 
11216 in Bedford Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6906], www.restorationplaza.
org/calendar. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Vocalist Nikolett Pankovits per-
forms with Brooklyn Symphony 
Orchestra featuring works of 
Hungarian composers, Liszt and 
Bartok, as well as selections from 
the pop-group Quimby. $15. 7 pm. 
ShapeShifter Lab [18 Whitwell Pl. 
at Carroll Street in Gowanus, (646) 
820–9452], brooklynsymphony-
orchestra.org, www.nikolettpanko-
vits.com. 

MUSIC, ACOUSTIC GUITAR: David 
Buskin and Robin Batteau have 
been winning hearts and minds 
with their soulful acoustic bal-
ladry and fun-fi lled performances 
for more years than they care to 
remember. $25 in advance/$30 at 
door. 8 pm. First Unitarian Church 
[116 Pierrepont St. in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 288–5994], www.
fi rstacoustics.org.

DINING, OKTOBERFEST: Dinner, 
live music, dancing, and raffl e 
prizes — grand prize is a Kindle 
Fire! Free. 3:30 pm. Zion German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church [125 
Henry St. between Love Lane and 
Clark Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 852–2453], www.ziongelc.
org. 

MON, OCT. 8
CLUB, CROCHET CLUB: For all levels. 

Free. 11 am. Salt Marsh Nature 
Center [3302 Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

HAUNTED BAR: T.B.D Brooklyn is 
proud to present our second an-
nual Haunted Bar from October 
8th – November 4th. The Haunted 
Bar is available for party book-
ing now, contact us at Manager@
tbdbrooklyn.com and reserve your 
space today. See site for events. 
Free. 3 pm. t.b.d. brooklyn [224 
Franklin St. in Greenpoint, (718) 
349–6727], www.tbdbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, OCT. 9
EDUCATOR’S NIGHT: This evening is 

your chance to hear from publish-
ers about wonderful new books 
for your students, chat with fellow 
educators over drinks and snacks, 
and hear about Greenlight’s new 
offerings for your schools. RSVP 
only. Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200], greenlightbookstore.com. 

TALK, MOST POLLUTED PLACES: 
In Visit Sunny Chernobyl, Andrew 
Blackwell’s pungent and wide-
ranging lecture, peppered with 
tales of oil men, holy men, radio-
active boy scouts, and plastic-
hungry Ahabs, he will share what 
he learned from his journey to the 
suprisingly un-dark heart of envi-
ronmental darkness. $12. 7:30 pm. 
Observatory (543 Union St. at Nev-
ins Street in Gowanus), atlasob-
scura.com/blog/Obscura-Society-
NYC-Visit-Sunny-Chernobyl.

WED, OCT. 10
FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Cocktails, 

tastings, music and mingling. 
Hosted by the Park Slope Civic 
Council. $75 ($100 at the door). 
6:30–9:30 pm. Prospect Park Picnic 
House (West Dr. at Third Street in 
Park Slope), www.parkslopecivic-
council.org/food-for-thought. 

COOKING LESSONS: Adam Rob-
erts & Guest Chefs give cooking 
lessons and tips. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

MUSIC, BOWLING MUSIC: Col. 
Bruce Hampton and Pharoah’s 
Kitchen with AJ Ghent for music 
while you bowl, of course. $8. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
October 6

Dans Dans
Now you can satisfy 
your craving for Swed-
ish meatballs, cheap 
furniture, and dance 
— all at once! Five tal-
ented choreographers 
are participating in 
“Dance on the Green-
way,” a free event on 
IKEA’s Erie Basin Park 
in Red Hook. Archi-
tecture-nerds can get 
tickets to the recep-
tion with Lee Wein-
traub, who designed 
the ferry-accessible 
park. 

1 pm, 4 pm, 3 pm recep-
tion at IKEA Erie Basin 
Park [1 Beard St. (718) 
643–6790 x112, www.
dtec.org]. Reception $25.

SUNDAY
October 7

Reed man
Tom Piercing’s clari-
nets are rare rose-
wood English-bore, 
made by a Chilean 
man named Luis. His 
mouthpieces and bar-
rels are specially 
crafted, handed 
down from teacher to 
student. And at one 
of Southern Brook-
lyn’s best free classi-
cal music concert 
series, Piercing will 
grace your ears with 
the warm and beauti-
ful tunes of his mag-
nificent instrument.

6 pm at Good Shepherd 
Church [Avenue S at 
Brown Street, (718) 998–
2800]. Free, donations 
encouraged.

TUESDAY
October 9

Ms. Smith
Forget what Michiko 
Kakutani thinks. Go 
pick up a copy of the 
inestimable Zadie 
Smith’s “NW,” a dif-
ferent sort of epic 
urban tale from the 
versatile writer. Lis-
ten to Smith, who is a 
fun, sharp, and witty 
speaker, discuss the 
book with Hari Kun-
zru, author of “Gods 
Without Men” and 
“The Impressionist.” 

7 pm at Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbrooklyn.com]. 
Free. RSVP on their 
Facebeook.

WEDNESDAY
October 10

Student 
assembly
Get the full Brooklyn 
collegiate experience 
in Downtown. Featur-
ing artists Biz Markie, 
Action Bronson, and 
Pusha T, this outdoor 
party includes an 
inter-collegiate best 
college DJ contest, a 
variety of local food 
trucks, and plenty 
school spirit. Repre-
sent LIU, Poly, and 
Saint Francis! 

5 pm at the parking lot 
adjacent to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave., between 
St. Felix Street and 
Ashland Place]. Free.

FRIDAY
October 12

Motel tales
From the twisted and 
funny sextet of plays 
“Suburban Motel,” by 
playwright George F. 
Walker, comes two 
one-acts. One of the 
acts features a tragic 
case of death by bear, 
leaving a widow to 
wrestle with her grief 
and the people who 
want to use it for their 
own gain. 

7:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
College campus [Campus 
Road between Hillel 
Place and Avenue H, 
(718) 951–4500, deptho-
me.br ooklyn.cuny.edu/
theater]. $15, Seniors $12, 
Students $7.
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ON THIS PACKAGE Nostalgia for doomsday: Christine Ebersole will sing like it’s the 
end of days, in a a cabaret show called “End of the World as We 
Know It,” featuring classic songs like “I’ll Fly Away.”
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Store Hours: Mon, Tue, Fri, 7:30am to 5pm 
& Thurs, 7:30am to 7pm, 
Open on Saturday from 10am to 2pm

You’ll run out of room 
before you run out of options.
Andersen® windows come in styles, shapes and sizes to fi t any purpose and 
every personality. With natural wood interiors, low-maintenance exteriors and 
a host of elegant options, it’s no wonder professional builders and remodelers 
choose Andersen windows more often than any other brand.

Visit our showroom today to see the complete line of energy-effi cient 
Andersen windows and doors.

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and 

where New York parents fi nd 
help, info and support.

Great Articles 

A Happening Calendar

Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner. 
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
NYParenting@cnglocal.com

718-260-4554

By Anthony Smith
for The Brooklyn Paper

S
weater weather is noodle-
slurping season — and 
with ramen shops pop-

ping up across the borough, 
Japan’s comfort food is the 
perfect cure for the cold. 

And Brooklyn is where 
bold and bizarre takes on the 
tried-and-true noodle soup are 
the borough standard. Here 
are our five favorites.

5. Ramen Yebisu
One of the biggest sur-

prises of the summer was 
that a consistently great ra-
men noodle joint should open 
in Williamsburg’s Northside. 
Enter Yebisu Ramen, a Sap-
poro–syle ramen joint that fea-
tures “nama-men,” a ramen 
soup made with home-made, 
extremely fresh unheated noo-
dles that are fermented for 
forty-eight hours rather than 
boiled. The result locks a won-
derfully uncanny flavor into 
them that’s unparalleled by 
anything else in the city. Par-
ticularly good is the Yebisu 
house ramen, which features 
seafood broth, prawns, snow 
crabs, mussels, scallops, scal-
lions, and seaweed.

[126 N. Sixth St. between 
Berry Street and Bedford 
Avenue, (718) 782–1444].

4. Zuzu Ramen
Vegetarians who miss the 

stuff that used to warm them 
up during less discerning days 
can find help quelling the hun-
ger at Zuzu Ramen, which 
holds the honor of the best 
vegetarian ramen in the city. 
Rather than relying on cook-
ing pork bones down for days 
at a time to flavor their broth, 
the garlic soy ramen features roasted 
garlic, bok choy, a slow-cooked egg, 
and a veggie broth flavored with soy 
sauce and seasonal vegetables.

[173 Fourth Ave. at Degraw 
street, (718) 398-9898].

3. Chuko Ramen
All that slurping — slurping being 

the only way to eat ramen — can get 
a little heavy on the stomach and a 
little intense on the tongue. Though 
Chuko’s ramen may not be extraor-
dinarily unique in terms of its in-
gredients and execution, it’s hard to 
overlook the other fixings that come 
with the meal. For a balanced meal, 
ramen-lovers can pair the standard 
pork bone, scallion, egg, and mustard 
green ramen with an extraordinarily 
unique take on a kale salad tossed 

with sweet potato, raisins, and miso. 
Moving back and forth between the 
freshness and lightness of the salad 
and the intense, rich flavor profile 
of the ramen will give loud ramen 
eaters an experience they can sigh 
about.

[552 Vanderbilt Ave. at Dean 
Street, (718) 576–6701]

2. Dassara Brooklyn 
This new Carroll Gardens joint has 
been garnering a lot of attention 
since it opened up earlier this year, 
and for very good reason. Of all the 
ramen on this list, theirs boasts the 
clearest, most enviable hypothesis 
for what it means to open up a noo-
dle joint in Brooklyn.

Their “deli ramen” marries nostal-
gia and cerebral experimentalism so 

perfectly it’s obvious that the chefs 
are on to something special. It’s a 
chicken broth-based soup served with 
celery, matzo balls, locally-sourced 
smoked meats, and a poached egg. 
It won’t taste like any other ramen 
(maybe a high-end take on the stuff 
that came in packets), but it will evoke 
every single nourishing comfort food 
from grandma.

[271 Smith St. between Degraw 
and Sackett streets, (718) 643–0781]

1. Yuji Ramen
Hail to the absolute, undisputed 

king of Brooklyn’s off-beat ramen. 
Yuji Haraguchi is a modest man who 
is always excited to see customers stop 
by his Smorgasburg noodle stand. 
Since Yuji Ramen slinked away from 
its slightly-more-permanent pop-up 

spot in Kinfolk Studios, customers 
have been forced to brave the week-
end commute to Williamsburg on 
Saturday and DUMBO on Sunday 
to try his mazemen (broth-free) takes 
on the classic fare.

But there’s nothing classic about 
Yuji Haraguchi — he is the umami 
daddy, and his ramen will be unlike 
anything you’ve ever had in your en-
tire life. The impeccably textured noo-
dles and perfectly executed flavors 
also happens to come together tran-
scendently. Adventurous eaters must 
try the squid and tomato paste maze-
men, tossed at the last second with 
squid ink, Japanese seven-spice pow-
der, and toasted garlic chips.

(East River State Park, Kent Av-
enue, between N. Sixth and N. Sev-
enth streets) Saturdays.

By Chuck O’Donnell
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he Brooklynite who 
founded Marvel Com-
ics only got a one-para-

graph tribute from the com-
pany he created when he died 
in 1992 — but now the in-
credible story of his life and 
achievements is getting the 
recognition it deserves.

Martin Goodman was 
a working class Brooklyn 
kid who launched the big-
gest name in comics and 
tasked his wife’s nephew, a 
junior editor named Stan Lee, 
to come up with a superhero 
team better known today as 
The Fantastic Four.

That hiring decision gave 
rise to a big bang of creativ-
ity that soon brought Spider-
Man, Iron Man, the Hulk, and 
thousands of other characters 
into the world.

But his legacy was largely 
overlooked until Prospect 
Heights resident Sean Howe 
(pictured) realized Good-
man’s historic contributions 
while researching his upcom-
ing book “Marvel Comics: 
the Untold Story.”

“When Goodman died, 
there was just a paragraph-
long notice in the Mar-
vel publicity letter. It was 
listed underneath a much 
bigger obituary for Wil-
liam Gaines, who was one 
of the Mad magazine found-
ers,” said Howe, who uses the 
perfunctory, one-paragraph 
obituary in the official Mar-
vel newsletter to close one 
of the saddest chapters of 
his text.

Goodman was an unlikely 
hero, quitting school in the 
fifth grade to help his parents 
and 12 siblings in Brooklyn 
make ends meet, rising from 
poverty during the Great De-
pression, starting the world’s 
largest comic book publisher 
from a cramped office in 
Manhattan.

And he didn’t just sit back 

and maneuver the purse 
strings. Goodman had fi-
nal approval for all covers 
for decades, and deftly 
pushed the company to ex-
plore genres such as horror 
and romance. 

The strange saga of Good-
man’s anti-climatic death is 
just one of the once untold 
stories found in Howe‘s book. 
Through three years of re-
search, Howe stitches to-
gether the tale of how im-
poverished child prodigies, 
hallucinating peaceniks, and 
mercenary careerists helped 
Marvel weather Wall Street 
machinations, Hollywood 
failures, and the collapse of 
the comic book market.

Throughout the book, it’s 
like Howe is putting a glass 
to the door at Marvel’s old 
offices on Madison Avenue 
and letting us listen in as the 
drama plays out like an issue 
of Chris Claremont’s theat-
rical run on the X-Men in 
the 1980s.

“I think there may be a 
certain type of person creat-
ing superhero stories with a 
streak of idealism in them,” 
Howe said.

Boro’s few good ramen
Brooklyn’s best off-beat innovators of the Japanese classic

Soup du jour: (Pictured 
clockwise from top left) 
Chefs Matt Sakowicz 
and Marc Giroux have 
turned heads with their 
matzo ball ramen, show-
ing off their knack for 
mixing classics from dif-
ferent cultures. David 
Koons (left) and Jamison 
Blankenship understand 
there’s more to ramen 
than noodles, serving up 
sides to go along with 
that bowl of goodness. 
The best of veg: The star 
dish at Zuzu Ramen is the 
best vegetarian ramen 
you can get in Brooklyn. 
Hungry ramen-lovers 
can get Yuji Haraguchi’s 
tasteful but bizarre spins 
on the Japanese com-
fort dish like the ched-
dar and roasted garlic 
mazemen on Saturday at 
Smorgasburg.

Amazing book
Author reveals untold Marvel story

Sean Howe, author 
of “Marvel Comics: 
The Untold Story,” at 
powerHouse Arena 
[27 Main St. in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049]. Oct. 9, 
7–9 pm.
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Artist’s rendition: Our drinking illustrator is out this week but he was 
kind enough to leave us a dramatic reenactment of the lengthy and 
arduous Bar Scrawl process.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

E
at your heart out, Bar-
bie.

A thought-provok-
ing filmmaker is showcas-
ing a documentary about 
black dolls that probes why 
beauty and cultural iden-
tity are tied to the too-rare 
inanimate creatures.

In the film, Brooklyn-
based director Samantha 
Knowles interviews doz-
ens of females — kids, art-
ists, and collectors — about 
their bond with black dolls 
and discovers the objects 
are more than just play-
things.

“They really have a 
certain weight,” Knowles 
said. “They remind us of 
our heritage and that we 
are beautiful.”

Knowles also explores 
the fact that cloth-and-plas-
tic ladies of color are not as 
present on toy shop shelves 
as their lighter-skinned 
counterparts, which can 
deprive black youths of a 
“positive representation” of 
themselves, she said.

Knowles asks intervie-
wees, “Why do you have 
black dolls?” — a question 
inspired by a childhood ex-
perience in which a friend 
couldn’t understand why 
she preferred a toy that 
looked more like Beyoncé 

than Barbie.
The documentary 

now offers an interesting 
glimpse into a unique niche 
of collectors who are not in-
terested in the “cookie-cut-
ter dolls you’d find in Wal-
mart,” Knowles said.

It will air at the 15th an-
nual Reel Sisters Film Fes-
tival — an event dedicated 
to supporting movies made 
by women of color — which 
Knowles said helps fuel a 

conversation about the sig-
nificance of dolls as eth-
nic artifacts.

“It’s a way of reclaiming 
our history and heritage,” 
Knowles said.

“Why Do You Have 
Black Dolls?” at Kumble 
Theater for the Perform-
ing Arts [1 University Pla-
za, between DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues, (718) 
488–1624, reelsisters.
com]. Oct. 14, 5 pm. $7.

By Danielle Furfaro
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he knits are about to hit 
the fans.

Yarn has gone from 
grandma’s best friend to de 
rigueur hipster accessory, with 
crocheted graffiti installations 
hanging from trees and “Stitch 
‘N’ Bitch events at bars across 
Brooklyn — so it’s only fit-
ting that this knitting-obsessed 
borough will soon host the 
first-ever Kings County Fi-
ber Festival.

“More and more people see 

fiber arts as a viable form of 
expression,” said Maxcine 
DeGouttes, owner of Stitch 
Therapy and a co-organizer 
of the festival, which runs 
from 10 am to 6 pm at Park 

Slope’s Old Stone House on 
Oct. 6. “This is another way 
to share that.”

The Old Stone House, a 
landmarked reconstruction of 
a 1699 farmhouse, is a logical 
location for a party celebrat-
ing crocheting, weaving, and 
quilting, among other string 
theories. 

“The purpose of the fiber 
festival is to create a con-
nection between the history 
of the house and the shear-
ing of sheep and making one’s 
own clothing and the contem-
porary look at craft,” said Kim 

Maier, executive director of 
the Old Stone House. 

Along with fiber demon-
strations and workshops the 
Famous Accordion Orchestra 
will provide music and painter 

Gail Rothschild, whose work 
focuses on ancient fiber, will 
have a solo show in the house 
coinciding with the fair.

And Rothschild says fiber 
arts are far more than a trend 

— it’s a piece of history.
“I make portraits of ancient 

linens, using source material 
that’s thousands of years old,” 
said Rothschild. “Fiber is a cul-
tural artifact.”

Her toys story
Film explores doll subculture

Reel dolls: Filmmaker Samantha Knowles has 
created a documentary examining the social 
significance of black dolls through a little-known 
community of black doll enthusiasts.
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IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown, 
Brownstone Brooklyn 
and Bay Ridge. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient package. It’s one-stop 
shopping with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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Yarn tootin’
Knit show comes to Park Slope

The fi rst annual Kings 
County Fiber Festival, 
Oct. 6, 10 am—6 pm at 
the Old Stone House 
[336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195, www.kingscountyfi -
berfestival.org].

S H OW

Yarning to knit: Kim Maier (left) and Maxcine DeGouttes have organized the 
first annual Kings County Fiber Arts Festival.
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between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

THURS, OCT. 11
TALK, YIYUN LI: Novelist 

leads a discussion about 
his fi ctional works. Free. 
4–6 pm. St. Francis Col-
lege [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

FILM, CURATOR TALK: Lisa 
Small leads tour of Jean-
Michel Othoniel: My Way 
exhibition, followed by 
screening of “Heart of 
Glass.” Free with museum 
admission. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkway. at Washington 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, BLUES TRAVELS: 
Blues Traveler is still doing 
it after all these years and 
the group performs after 
releasing it’s 11th album. 
$15. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

FRI, OCT. 12
ROCK CLIMBING FUND-

RAISER: Brooklyn Boul-
ders auctions off staffers. 
With free food. $12. 6 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
in Gowanus, (718) 855—
3388], www.littlefi eldnyc.
com. 

FILM SCREENING: The 
debut feature fi lm “Sheer” 
from Ruben Mazzoleni will 
have its NYC premiere this 
October at the reRun The-
ater in Brooklyn. $9. 6:30 
pm & 9:30 pm. ReRun Gas-
tropub Theater [147 Front 
St. between Jay and Pearl 
streets in DUMBO, (718) 
797–2322], www.rerunthe-
ater.com. 

CANINE SATIRE OF CASA-
BLANCA: In this canine 
satire of Casablanca, the 
German Shepherds of the 
Third Bite are determined 
to create the master breed 
by sterilizing all mutts. Can 
the mutts escape to Jer-
sey, land of freedom and 
big lawns? $16. 8:00PM. 
The Alduous Theater at 
Triskelion Arts (119 North 
11th St., 3rd Floor in Wil-
liamsburg), www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

MUSIC, DIRTY DOZEN 
BRASS BAND: New Or-
leans’ traveling good-
time brass band takes the 
stage for some horn-heavy 
good times. $10. 11:59 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, OCT. 13
ART, NATURE WALK WITH 

ARTIST: The gallery’s in-
teraction with nature will 
also take place through 
two nature walks (Sat-
urday, October 6 and 

Sunday, October 7) with 
Kathleen Vance and bota-
nist Heidi Langeneckert 
in Prospect Park. See site 
for more info. Free. 7 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], opensource-
gallery.org. 

MUSIC, CHAMBER MUSIC: 
The Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music is hosting 
two exciting chamber 
music events, a Cham-
ber Music Workshop and 
a limited-seating open 
rehearsal at 5:30 PM with 
the Momenta Quartet. 
$15. 9 am. Brooklyn Con-
servatory of Music, (718) 
622–3300. 

MUSIC, CHRISTINE EBER-
SOLE AT ONSTAGE 
AT KINGSBOROUGH: 
Christine Ebersole has 
captivated audiences on 
the Broadway stage, in 
television, fi lm, and con-
cert appearances. The End 
Of The World As We Know 
It Cabaret premiered this 
year at the Cafe Carlyle 
and received love letters 
from the critics! Ms. Eber-
sole’s most sensational 
cabaret show yet, she 
combines heartfelt family 
stories with a dash of po-
litical satire and an eclectic 
song list. $30. 8 pm. Kings-
borough Community Col-
lege [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Man-
hattan Beach, (718) 368–
5596], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

MUSIC, ART AND CLAS-
SICAL MUSIC: The cel-
ebrated Momenta Quartet 
present a concert of new 
works inspired by the kin-
ship between music and 
visual art at the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music. 
$15, $10 for students/
seniors. Available at the 
door. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300 or email: 
rfrank@bqcm.org], www.
bqcm.org. 

COMEDY, THE PARTY MA-
CHINE: John Hughes 
Party: Featuring Tom Schil-
lue, Dave Seigal, Brooke 
Van Poppelen, and Ben 
Lerman. $5. 7:30 p.m. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

FALL CLEAN UP: Join with 
fellow Slopers to keep the 
sidewalks fresh for the fall. 
Sponsored by the Park 
Slope Civic Council. Free. 
10 am–2 pm. Old Stone 
House (Fifth Ave. between 
Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope), www.parkslo-
peciviccouncil.og. 

CLUB, CHILL SALSA PARTY: 
At this salsa party, you can 
dance if you want to the 
best bachata, cumbia, and 
calypso and other carib-
bean roots music, or you 
can just sip a drink and 
enjoy the tunes from the 
bar. Free. 10 pm. Syca-
more [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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LITTLE
ANGELS
PLACE #1

CHILD CARE SERVICES
Program Open

DAY CARE / NIGHT CARE
AFTER SCHOOL / SUMMER PROGRAM
We accept children from 2 to 13 years old

We provide a safe and educational 
environment for you children

Licensed by the Department of Health

Child Care Program Schedule: 7:30am – 6pm
After School Program: 2:45 – 6pm

Experienced Personnel
Hot and Cold Meals

Pick-up/drop-off services

Homework Assistance
Multicultural Awareness

159 Ellery St. Brooklyn, NY 11206
TEL: FAX: 718-567-6265

EMAIL: littleangelsplace1@gmail.com

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd  
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

Come Check it Out! 
New Chef, New Menu!! 

THE 

SPOT 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Monster Mash Dance Party  
6pm—8:30p, Saturday October 27th 

Kid 2nd Floor Entry Fee 
$2.50/child every day,  

 

$5 max fees per family,  
$2.50 waived with  

each $15 food purchase 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

know when not to throw a 
punch.

“The only reason why [the 
kids] fight in the streets is be-
cause they don’t know how to 
fight,” said Katz, who calls 
the classes Hope Academy. 
“When they know how to 

fight, they don’t have to show 
up and prove a point.”

The 25-year-old Hasidic 
Jew says he was inspired to 
give free classes and pay for 
equipment out of pocket af-
ter realizing so many neigh-
borhood teens have problems 
in school and at home — 

this fall.
Margolin said a growing 

number of people — roughly 
1 in 130 — are allergic to glu-
ten, a protein found in wheat, 
barley, and rye products.

Levy Restaurants previ-
ously set up gluten-free carts 
baseball and soccer stadiums 
in Seattle, Chicago, and Salt 
Lake City — but the conces-

sion will be the first of its 
kind for hoops fans.

Vegan chef Neal Harden, 
who cooks gluten-free meals 
at Maimonide Of Brooklyn 
just a few blocks away, is 
happy to see the arena think-
ing outside the burger-box.

“It’s great — sports fans 
are more dynamic than peo-
ple give them credit for,” said 
Harden, who expects his eat-

struck. Police gave no de-
scription of the vehicle and 
did not release the cyclist’s 
name, though a Facebook 
page for the indie rock band 
Total Slacker  identified the 
biker as drummer Terence 
Connor .

Total Slacker bandleader 
Tucker Roundtree said Con-
nor had been touring with 
the psychedelic garage rock 
group since May. 

“Terence was a rare and 
beautiful soul. He never 
judged anyone and was such 
an exciting and optimistic 

friend,” Roundtree told 
The Brooklyn Paper. “We 
all instantaneously became 
friends with him and loved 
him. There isn’t anything he 
wouldn’t do for those close 
to him.”

When police officers 
arrived at the scene of the 
crash, they found the cy-
clist laying in the road with 
a severe head injury. Emer-
gency responders took him 
to Woodhull Medical Center, 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

The crash occurred on a 
busy stretch of Metropol-

ated alongside Markowitz 
in the class of ’62, said the 
Beep “always wanted to be 
in politics,” and described 
her classmate as “mischie-
vous,” and “short.”

“He helped to change that 
group from the Longfellows 
to the Middle Men,” she said. 
“It eliminated a discrimina-
tory practice.”

But, as any politician 

will tell you, a victory for 
one group often comes at a 
cost to another. The borough 
president concedes that his 
first victory was mitigated 
by the fact that no women 
were allowed in either the 
Long Fellows, the Middle 
Men, or Fellowship.

“A real visionary would 
have created a club open to 
everybody,” Markowitz said. 
“Not just short guys.”

scratch — a proposal that in-
furiates community activists 
who claim they’re best-suited 
to rebuild the site, and do it 
quickly.

A coalition of North 
Brooklyn neighborhood 
groups wants the city to hand 
over the reins to St. Nick’s Al-
liance, a Williamsburg-based 
non-profit housing developer 
that  lost out on the Green-
point Hospital bidding two 
years ago  and sued the city 
 claiming it picked an under-
qualified applicant .

Activists back St. Nick’s 
proposal, touting the non-
profit’s track record in the 
community.

“It’s ridiculous,” said Ryan 
Kuonen, a Community Board 
1 member who voted repeat-
edly in favor of St. Nick’s 
plan. “At the very least, they 
should pick one of the other 
two groups that applied.”

But Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment spokesman Eric Bed-
erman said a new bidding 
process is the only fair way 
to proceed.

“All interested parties 

would be encouraged to apply 
and would receive a fair and 
balanced review, as was the 
case last time,” he said.

St. Nick’s, working with the 
Greenpoint Renaissance En-
terprise Corporation, managed 
to revitalize smaller buildings 
on the hospital campus, open-
ing a homeless shelter and an 
arts center.

But the Great American 
Construction Corp. didn’t get 
much done inside the main 
hospital building at Maspeth 
and Kingsland avenues after 
it won the bid: the city halted 
all work at the site last No-
vember when the builder  was 
accused of nefarious business 
practices such as underpay-
ing workers . 

Now neighbors say some-
thing must be done — and 
quick. 

“Anybody who lives in this 
community knows that the 
whole area is an eyesore,” 
said David Dobosz, who is 
a member of the Greenpoint 
Renaissance Enterprise Cor-
poration. “They have mar-
ginalized this community 
by leaving this abandoned 
for years.”

To Hudson Vagabond Puppets’ performance of

CAPS FOR SALE & THE  
THREE BILLY GOATS GRUFF
Saturday, Oct. 27, 10:30am

For a chance to win, email the answer to 

OnStageAtKingsborough@kbcc.cuny.edu By October 21, 5:00pm

Contest Question:
What type of traditional puppets are used by 
The Hudson Vagabond Puppets in “Caps For 

Sale” and “The Three Billy Goats Gruff?”
Hint: Find the answer in the On Stage at Kingsborough 2012/2013 season 

brochure or on their website at www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org

WIN 4 TICKETS 
($48 value)

Adapted from CAPS FOR SALE 
@1947 by Esphyr Slodobkina.  
Used by permission of Harper 

Collins Publishers.

Contest entries must arrive by email no later than 5 pm October 21, 2012.  
Winners will be selected at random and notified via email on October 22.

2001 Oriental Boulevard
Brooklyn, NY  11235

Box Office: (718) 368-5596
www.OnStageAtKingsborough.org

On Yom Kippur, on 
the day of atone-
ment, the holiest day 

of the Jewish year, I walked 
out of temple angrily with my 
two boys — twice.

The first time, I was an-
gry with them for not sitting 
still and listening. The second 
time, I was angry at myself, for 
many of the same reasons. 

I am plagued during major 
Jewish holidays about how I 
am raising my children so dif-
ferently than my parents raised 
me. They don’t spend Friday 
nights spent praying and prais-
ing the State of Israel. Absent, 
too, are the gatherings of close 
friends and family that mark 
Passover, Rosh Hashanah, and 
Yom Kippur. There is no suk-

kah in my building’s courtyard 
that my kids help build with 
palm fronds during Sukkot, 
no festival we attend to win 
goldfish at Purim. 

A rush of feelings well up 
in me in the days leading up 
to these once seminal events. I 
mull over what I had and how 
I felt about it and what I want. 
Often, I do nothing until the 

Celebrating the holidays — or not

last moment. I visited a tem-
ple near my Long Island rental 
for Rosh Hashanah, viewing it 
more as a performance, a kind 
of Broadway production I had 
no connection to, and my chil-
dren sat with vague disinterest. 
I went to the grocery store late 
in the day after throwing a few 
pieces of bread into the ocean. 
I pulled out of the driveway 
past my French house guest 
who sat facing my shed door in 
Buddhist meditation. I prayed 
to find a round Challah at the 
grocery and felt a surge of re-
lief when I did. 

I vowed to do better for 
Yom Kippur, so I invited a few 
friends who have similarly cast 
off traditions for a breakfast. 
But I felt ashamed as I baked 
a traditional honey cake, as I 
placed smoked salmon on a 
tray next to capers and red on-
ions to place atop bagels. 

What were my traditions? 
What did I want to give my 
kids? Why did I never make 
a plan? How could I return to 
a temple I had pulled my kids 
from years earlier and expect 
to feel we belonged? 

The last years of my job 
were spent cataloguing the 
examples of technology that 
allowed consumers to per-
sonalize media and entertain-
ment—and advertising — to 
their preferences. In the five 
years since, I have seen the re-
sults of that on my own and oth-
ers’ psyche, the tendency to live 
as a hermit inside our homes 
reaching out to “friends” on Fa-
cebook and in texts, convinced 
we are unique and alone, with-
out real community. 

Organized religion flies 
in the face of such indepen-
dence, requiring a giving over 
to something bigger. Such is 
the something that I have not 
quite reconciled how to offer 
up to my children. That is why 
I walked out of temple angry, 
tired of feeling ashamed about 
what I haven’t done, wanting 

to actually sit and figure what 
I have done, what I want to 
do, and why. 

I do have community, it 
is just not the Jewish one my 
parents found. I have not cho-
sen people by their shared be-
lief in the Talmud or in the 
complicated land of Israel but 
more individually based on 
the mutual desire to connect 
and share the real truths of our 
lives. I talk face-to-face with 
so many members of my Park 
Slope community. I very of-

ten invite people over for food 
of all kinds, often Mexican or 
Middle Eastern, the two things 
strangely woven into my her-
itage as an Arizona Jew with 
Zionist parents. 

I was angry at myself as I 
left temple the second time be-
cause I have to stop trying to 
replicate traditions that aren’t 
meaningful to me and my fam-
ily instead of planning and pri-
oritizing those that are. And I 
have to work harder to create 
community that fits the values 
of acceptance and non-judg-
mental-ness that I hold dear. I 
must remember that I am not 
unique in desiring these things, 
that there is a whole huge com-
munity around me that is more 
than happy to share and cre-
ate new traditions.

Now if I could just com-
mit to that.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Continued from page 1

MARTY...
Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

ery will host plenty of Nets 
game-goers. “The branding 
of the arena is well thought-
out and in-sync with the 
‘Brooklyn hipster’ image, 
even down to the jerseys — 
so this is no surprise.”

The cart joins a number 
of dining options that feature 
gluten at the newly opened 
stadium,  including outposts 
from Brooklyn eateries such 
as L&B Spumoni Gardens , 
Calexico, and Brooklyn Far-
macy.

Continued from page 1

ORGANIC...

Continued from page 1

HOSPITAL...

itan Avenue that is classi-
fied as a  local truck route  
and frequented by many big 
rigs servicing warehouses 
in the area. 

North Brooklyn has been 
the site of multiple bicycle 
fatalities in the past months. 
Last September,  Erica Ab-
bott lost her life  after rid-
ing over construction debris, 
falling from her bike, and be-
ing struck by a vehicle on 
Bushwick Avenue.

In October, a truck driver 
 hit and killed artist Matthew 
LeFevre  as he rode on Mor-
gan Avenue — then left the 
scene. The motorist  received 
traffic summonses  but  faced 
no criminal charges . 

Continued from page 1

CYCLIST...

then resort to misbehavior 
and violence to vent their 
frustration.

Katz himself discovered 
martial arts in his teens dur-
ing a period of family turbu-
lence and found that training 
helped him gain self-confi-
dence, even though the sport 
wasn’t encouraged by mem-
bers of his community.

“This is my new family,” 

Katz said of the gym, which 
he opened in April. “Every-
body is my brother, every-
body is my sister. We fight 
here, we eat here.”

Now Katz wants Wil-
liamsburg’s troubled teens 
to share in that sense of com-
munity by taking lessons in 
jiu jitsu, boxing, strength-
training, cardiovascular fit-
ness, and mixed martial arts 
— a combat sport with min-
imal rules that’s surging in 
popularity across the nation, 
but remains illegal for staged 
bouts in New York state.

But backers of the plan say 
mixed martial arts teaches 
skills that are useful outside 
of the octagon.

“We’re not attempting to 

the offensive.”
Katz says the respect and 

discipline needed to excel in 
martial arts easily transfers 
to the classroom — and he 
monitors students’ grades 
and puts them on probation 
from weekly workout ses-
sions if their academic per-
formance starts slipping.

Anastasia Bitis, a phys-
ical education teacher who 
brought her summer-class 
students to the gym for train-
ing, said the class turned 
surly, apathetic “knuckle-
heads” into punctual, po-
lite model students.

“The difference I saw in 
my kids in three weeks is 
huge,” said Bitis.

Danny Rivera, a 17-year-
old student at Believe North-
side Charter High School, 
said he found comfort prac-
ticing jiu jitsu, boxing, and 

conditioning over the sum-
mer. 

“It teaches me how to 
stay hard working,” Rivera 
said. “And instead of stay-
ing in the streets I can come 
here and feel welcome. The 
streets aren’t always wel-
coming.”

The Hope Academy be-
gan with 25 students, and an-
other 20 are lined up to start 
soon, Katz said. He hopes 
to have at least 100 students 
participating within the next 
two months, and eventually 
wants to send coaches into 
schools to do demonstrations 
— though funding remains 
unclear.

“We’ll see how much 
money comes in,” Katz said. 
“Either way, I’m a fighter. I 
don’t give up even if it’s hard 
for me. I’m going to keep go-
ing and do what I do.”

create [mixed martial arts] 
champions … We’re trying 
to create better human be-

ings,” said state Sen. Eric 
Adams (D–Park Slope), who 
studied taekwando as a teen-
ager. “We’re trying to teach 
principles — taking care of 
your body, being a better per-
son, not using violence for 

Continued from page 1

FIGHTING...

Joseph Katz says teens who know how to fight 
won’t resort to violence.
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I’m several months pregnant with 
my first child, and my first ultrasound 
examination has revealed that I have 
a number of small tumors called uter-
ine fibroids. They’re not causing any 
symptoms, but my obstetrician says 
that they may need attention in the 
future, which worries me. Can uter-
ine fibroids turn into cancer? How are 
these fibroids treated? 

You can put your fears of uterine fibroids 
causing cancer to rest. Uterine fibroids are 
noncancerous growths in or on the walls of 
the uterus that many women experience, 
most frequently during their childbearing 
years. Seventy-five percent of women will 
develop uterine fibroids at some point in their 
lives. The fibroids are usually discovered inci-
dentally during a pelvic examination or pre-
natal ultrasound test, and the odds that they 
will lead to cancer are roughly one in 1,000.

Though uterine fibroids rarely cause any 
symptoms and seldom require treatment, 
some women may find that uterine fibroids 
significantly impact their quality of life by 
causing heavy menstrual bleeding, pelvic 
pressure or pain, frequent urination, or con-
stipation. 

The good news is, for women with discom-
fort or symptoms associated with uterine 
fibroids, there are many surgical and non-
surgical treatment options. Non-surgical op-
tions may include oral contraceptives to help 
control heavy periods, or intrauterine devices 
(IUDs) that release specific hormones to re-
duce heavy bleeding and pain. 

If symptoms persist, additional interven-
tions may be required. One possible treat-
ment option is uterine fibroid embolization 

(UFE). UFE is a non-surgical procedure that 
works by decreasing the blood supply to the 
fibroids, causing them to shrink. UFE is com-
monly used to treat fibroids that are inside 
the uterus. Because the effect of UFE on 
fertility is not fully understood, it is typically 
offered to women who no longer wish to be-
come pregnant.  

During an embolization a thin tube is 
passed through the arteries and guided by 
x-ray imaging to the uterine artery, where 
synthetic particles that block blood flow to 
the fibroids are injected. The procedure takes 
about an hour, and the patient goes home 
the same day.  After UFE, some symptoms 
can be expected to decrease considerably by 
the next menstrual cycle.

In addition to UFE, there are also several 
surgical procedures for the treatment of uter-
ine fibroids. The most common option is 
myomectomy, or the removal of the fibroids 
themselves. Myomectomies can now be 
performed either by robotic or non-robotic 
laparoscopic surgery. A laparoscopic myo-
mectomy is a minimally-invasive procedure 
that is performed through small incisions. 
The advantage to the patient is quicker re-
covery and a shorter hospital stay. An addi-
tional benefit of a laparoscopic myomectomy 
is that maintaining the integrity of the uterus 
by pinpointing and removing only the fibroids 
is the best way to ensure that a woman can 
become pregnant in the future.  

If you start developing symptoms or are 
diagnosed with uterine fibroids, there’s no 
reason to panic. Speaking with your doctor 
about your best course of treatment will help 
address the symptoms, so you can continue 
to lead a happy and normal life.

by Michael Lewis, M.D., Director of Minimally Invasive Gynecologic Surgery
New York Methodist Hospital
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exclusively at 881 broadway, basement level
select rugs available at abchome.com

* select rugs, stock only. no special orders. excludes prior sales. sale ends 10/8/12.** excludes padding, installation and delivery.

SALE
ONE SIZE ONE PRICE

now

now

now

now 

$399
$799
$999
$1299 

x 9’
x 10’
x 12’
x 14’ 

 6’
 8’
 9’
10’ 

up 
to

up 
to

up 
to

up 
to

the ultimate clearance rug sale

hall & stair runners    $4.99per ft**

incredible savings on wall-to-wall carpet
hundreds of styles to select.  all in-stock for immediate delivery.

now starting as low as $5sq yd **
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M A Y  4  &  5
B Y  O V E R W H E L M I N G  D E M A N D

S E C O N D  S H O W  A D D E D !
T I C K E T S  O N  S A L E  S A T ,  O C T  6  A T  1 0 A M

BUY TICKETS AT LIVENATION.COM, BARCLAYSCENTER.COM, 
CHARGE BY PHONE 800-745-3000 AND SELECT TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS.

ALL DATES,  ACTS AND TICKET PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.  TICKETS SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE SERVICE CHARGES.


