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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

In some workouts you 
hit the wall — in this one, 
you jump over it.

Bklyn Beast, the bor-

Off the wall
Parkour practice space jumps off

The French sport of parkour challenges the body and the mind 
— and practictioners such as Aaron Anaya can’t wait to test their 
stuff at the new Bushwick gym Bklyn Beast.
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Look inside the 
urban jungle gym 
in our latest video

BrooklynPaper.com

ough’s first parkour gym, will ramp 
up the athletic European subculture, 
which challenges practitioners to art-
fully use their bodies to leap over, 
duck under, and somersault across 

any obstacle in their paths.
Co-owner Shem Rajoon hopes the 

Bushwick training hub will serve as a 
gathering place and a learning center 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The new owners of the Dom-
ino Sugar Factory are eager to 
make a good impression in Wil-
liamsburg — so they’re offer-
ing a sweet deal to emerging 
Brooklyn entrepreneurs.

Two Trees Management Co., 
the builder that purchased the 
ailing development site late last 
year, is offering Brooklynites 
the chance to set up temporary 
businesses in a big lot across 
the street from the shuttered 

SWEET AND LOW
That’s the rent if you want to open a biz next to Domino

Imagine what you could do with a pop-up shop next 
to this place.

factory for “any fee the user 
is able to pay.”

And the developers — who 
are working on their own plans 
for the controversial housing 
and retail complex — will hear 
out any proposals.

“We’re looking for art or rec-
reation or a market or food, the 
kind of uses that will be pop-
ular with a wide range of res-
idents,” said Dave Lombino, 
Two Trees’ director of special 
projects.

But would-be tenants must be 

able to work fast: proposals are 
due Jan. 31 and the winning bid-
der should open in March. 

“It has to be a plan they can 
put together quickly and will 
need a minimal level of in-
frastructure and doesn’t need 
to be there for a long time,” 
Lombino said.

The lucky business will have 
run of the site, which comprises 
nearly the entire block of Kent 
Avenue between S. Third and 
S. Fourth streets, for a minimum 
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Jewish community group 
is leading the charge against 
the plan to bring a casino to 
Coney Island — and is upping 
the ante by recruiting other re-
ligious groups and Southern 

Brooklyn politicians to join 
its cause.

The Sephardic Commu-
nity Federation — a Manhat-
tan-based advocacy group 
claiming to represent 100,000 
Sephardic Jews in the metro 
area — unleashed a salvo of 

ads against the proposed slot 
house in December, claiming 
it would bring debauchery, sin, 
and seedy characters to the Peo-
ple’s Playground.

But the group claims stop-
ping the casino isn’t just a mat-

HOLY ROLLERS
Jewish group battles Coney casino

The Sephardic Community Federation doesn’t want 
to see this.

A
P 

/ 
M

ar
y 

A
lt

af
fe

r

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

This dog will have to get 
used to a smaller backyard.

Prospect Park’s leg-
endary Ghost Dog — a 
feral pooch that roamed 
the green space with-
out an owner for years 
— is up for adoption 
at Sean Casey Animal 
Rescue, but not just any animal 
lover will have the chance to 
domesticate the formerly wild 
mastiff.

“There are a lot of applica-

tions in for him but we have to be 
really careful,” said Casey. 

About 40 suitors have put 
in requests for the chocolate 

brown and black Cane Corso 
— a testament to the dog’s ce-
lebrity status, as most other 
adoptees get just one or two. 
But Casey said the formerly 
homeless pooch needs a spe-

cial home.
“He just needs someone to be 

patient and control him; some-
body with large-dog experience 
who could physically hold onto 
him,” said Casey, who won’t 
hand the dog over until he con-
ducts a series of interviews and 
contacts personal references 
and past veterinarians.

Ghost Dog evaded rescuers 
and animal-control authorities 
for years, building a phantas-
mal presence that haunted some 
park-goers and dog walkers — 

Your spirit animal
P’Park’s feral Ghost Dog up for adoption

Animal rescuer Sean Casey finally managed to capture 
Ghost Dog, who roamed Prospect Park alone for four 
years. He now is putting the mastiff up for adoption.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Ditmas Park residents will def-
initely find something they like 
at a planned vegetarian restau-
rant — because they’re the ones 
coming up with the menu.

A pair of newbie restaurateurs 
are turning to their future cus-
tomers for funding and business 
ideas about everything from the 

food to the decor before setting up 
shop in the neighborhood.

“We really are very open to 
ideas,” said Danny Rosenthal, a 
vegan for 20 years who is rais-
ing his three children as vege-
tarians.

A lot of things are up in the air: 
will it be a brick-and-mortar or a 
food truck, will it be vegetarian 
or vegan, and will the restaura-

teurs fund it themselves or bring 
in neighborhood investors?

But there’s one idea that’s not 
on the table: meat.

“That’s the one issue that’s not 
negotiable,” said Rosenthal, who 
will host neighbors and future 
diners at his house for a plan-
ning meeting next week (attend-
ees can expect a light, meat-free 
supper).

“That is our interest and 
driver.”

Neither Rosenthal nor his wife 
Jean Davis have a culinary in-
dustry background — but they 
say great ideas come from great 
company.

“I really liked the idea of it be-
ing a community-based project as 
a way to bring people together,” 
said Rosenthal. “We’ve seen with 

a model like the Obama campaign, 
that when there is a good idea or 
when people feel inspired they’ll 
give something and it will be a way 
for people to be connected.”

Crowd-sourcing is huge on-
line, popular for  planning food 
co-ops , and  proved helpful  for 
 assisting restaurants in need  fol-
lowing Hurricane Sandy.

Can we take your orders, please?
Ditmas Park restaurateurs host foodie focus group to plan their new eatery

Danny Rosenthal and Jean Davis are crowd-sourcing their 
idea for a vegetarian restaurant in Ditmas Park.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Straphangers rejoice — Brook-
lyn is getting its buses back!

The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority announced the resto-
ration of service to seven borough 
lines that suffered during 2010 bud-

get cuts, as well as plans to estab-
lish new routes in North Brook-
lyn and Downtown.

Since Jan. 6, Brooklyn strap-
hangers have enjoyed one-seat ser-
vice from Bushwick to IKEA on 
the B57, easier trips between Bay 

Big bus boost

The B69 again links Kensington and Downtown on week-
ends, thanks to a restoration of service.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Die Hipster is dead.
The vitriolic Southern Brook-

lyn blog that battled anything in 
the borough related to mustaches, 
bicycles, roof-grown produce, art, 
out-of-towners, and the name Caleb 
 passed away at the old age of 6 .

Die Hipster simply couldn’t keep 
up with the sheer quantity of live 
hipsters moving to the borough, 
the site’s anonymous writer told 
The Brooklyn Paper.

“They have somewhat won in 
the North,” conceded the blogger, 
who has penned the angry screed 
since 2007 in the hopes of stanch-

ing the flow of the creative class. “It 
just pains me to keep writing about 
… these annoying wanna-be city 
types and then running into them 
later that day in my travels or read-
ing about some bearded guy named 
Hayden in the NY Times because 
he owns a chicken and roasts beets 

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Neighbors of a planned beer 
garden slated to become Bay 

Ridge’s first hipster bar say 
they’re against the place 
before it has a chance to 
become cool. 

Residents living near 
the future location of the 

Lock Yard — an  outdoor micro-
brew emporium  designed to ap-
peal to indie music–loving youth 
from neighborhoods to the north 
— claim trendy newcomers will 
shatter their block’s tranquility 
faster than the screen of an iPhone 
5 stashed in the same pocket as a 
mustache comb.

“This idea of bringing a young 

crowd from Williamsburg and Park 
Slope, it’s unacceptable,” said Eliz-
abeth Pabian, whose backyard bor-
ders the Fifth Avenue space be-
tween 92nd and 93rd streets where 
skinny-jean-and-flannel-clad cus-
tomers will soon sip craft beers from 
the Midwest. “My whole life will 
change.”

Anti-gentrifi cation blog dead, trendy kids live on

Ridgites bash bar plan
Neighbors fear the skinny-pant set will bring noise

 

See DOMINO  on page 9

See CASINO  on page 9

See PARKOUR  on page 10 See GHOST  on page 10

See CROWD  on page 10

See BUSES  on page 9

VIVE LE HIPSTER!

See HIPSTERS  on page 9

See BAR  on page 9Ill
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SALEJanuary
Liquidation

January 10th - 22nd (Thursday-Tuesday)

HURRY! SALE ENDS Tues, Jan 22ndPLUS
¾” Solid

Prefinished 
Hardwood 

from

$2.69
Use coupon code JANDHTQ20 at checkout

sq.ft.

18 Months
Special Financing*

On purchases of $2000 or more. Qualifying 
purchases must be made with your Lumber 
Liquidators credit card from January 
10-22, 2013. Minimum monthly payments 
required. Subject to credit approval.

Easy Click Vinyl+
20% OFF

12mm Laminates
(OUR THICKEST & BEST)

^ 132 Saw Mill River Rd 
Yonkers 
(914) 595-1411

32-32 49th St 
LI City 
(347) 527-7664

30 E 18th St 
New York 
(212) 352-1111

64 12th St 
Brooklyn 
(347) 756-4215

24 Kinkel St 
Westbury 
(516) 874-2033

95 Delancey St 
New York 
(347) 286-7552
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ENERGY
MAKE

A WAY OF LIFE
EFFICIENCY

1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500January 11–17, 2013 AWP  3

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROOTTOTYPINNG / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

When it comes to natural 
gas pipelines, there’s no 
such thing as too safe.

Pipeline safety is something we take very seriously at National Grid. 
Even though most lines are buried underground, that doesn’t mean you 
can ignore them.

You can keep your family and your community safe by helping to 
prevent gas leaks. Always contact New York 811 at 811 or 1-800-
272-4480 before you dig. Remember, some gas lines are marked, but 
others are not.

More importantly, you should know the signs of a gas leak. We’ve 
added a spoiled egg smell that makes natural gas easier to identify. 
You can also look for bubbles in standing water, a white cloudy mist or 
blowing dust, which indicates that an underground gas line may have 
ruptured; or, listen for a hissing, roaring or whistling sound.

If you smell, see or hear any of those indications, leave the area 
immediately, then call National Grid at 1-718-643-4050. Don’t make 
the mistake of thinking someone else will make the call. Be smart and 
be safe. Call before you dig and know the signs of a gas leak. A little 
prevention could make all the difference.

O U R  B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C O V E R A G E

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

Entering the team’s first 
season in Brooklyn, no Net 
was a bigger unknown than 
Brook Lopez.

There were doubts about 
his health after missing 
nearly all of last year’s lock-
out-shortened season with in-
juries, there were questions 
about his weakness as a de-
fender, and there were wor-
ries his newly inked offsea-
son contract would leave him 
with no motivation to boost 
his offensive productivity.

But as this column has ar-

It’s about time, but that 
doesn’t make it any less 
sweet.

For months, my taller col-
league penning the Front 
Court column has argued that 
Brooklyn’s big men have pro-
vided the team with the little 
stability it has enjoyed, with 
center Brook Lopez pouring 
in points and the rest of the 

cast contributing to the Nets 
grabbing about two more re-
bounds a game than their op-
ponents.

But now, finally, the gazill-
ion-dollar back court is be-
ginning to pay dividends. 

In the first four games of 
the new year, point guard 
Deron Williams shot 48 per-
cent from the floor, includ-
ing 50 percent from three-
point land. Shooting guard 
Joe Johnson made 50 percent 
of his shots from the floor and 
44 percent from long range. 
If you’ve been following the 
Nets at all this season, you 
know those numbers are a 

significant improvement on 
the shaky output seen previ-
ously from the $20 million-
a-year scorers.

Johnson sunk his second 
game-winner of the year in 
double-overtime against the 
Wizards, following a mas-
sive 33-point night when the 
Nets stunned league-best 
Oklahoma City. Williams 
has stopped making excuses 
(this is the guy who pinned his 
poor play on persistent inju-
ries, tired legs, and the lack of 
an offensive system all in just 
a few short months). Strange 
how a few good nights can 
curb navel-gazing.

The smart-sounding ex-
planation of the new, and 
finally improved Nets back 
court would be that D-Will’s 
complaints about now-fired 
coach Avery Johnson’s disor-
ganized offense have led to 
a more fluid, motion-based 
attack.

But according to Syn-
ergy Sports Technology, 
Joe Johnson’s possessions 
in isolation have risen since 
D-Will’s comments and Wil-
liams’s pick-and-roll sets 
have dropped a full per-
centage point, despite in-
terim coach PJ Carlesimo’s 
pledge to heed this column’s 

Brook is Brooklyn’s best
Why our fave big man belongs on the All-Star team

Brook Lopez is remarkably talented, eats at Bark 
in Park Slope, and has penned unpublished comic 
books. Brooklyn, he is your All-Star.

gued time and time again, he 
has done all that has been 
asked of him — and more.

That’s why Brook Lo-
pez deserves to be an NBA 
All-Star. 

But he won’t make the cut 
without your help.

With NBA All-Star ballot-
ing set to conclude on Janu-
ary 14, Lopez has little hope 
of making the squad. He is 
currently ranked 14th in East-
ern Conference frontcourt 
voting, behind both Amare 
Stoudemire and Andrew 
Bynum, who have played 
in a combined four games 
all season.

With under a week left to 
vote, it’s up to you, Brook-
lynites to get Brook to At-
lanta.

He’s more than deserving of 
a roster spot. Lopez has been 
hands down the best player on 
a 20–15, second-place team 
— often carrying the Nets 
through Deron Williams’s and 
Joe Johnson’s droughts.

His player efficiency rat-
ing is a mind-blowing 25.55, 
just behind Carmelo Anthony 
and just ahead of perennial 
All-Star Tim Duncan. For 
reference, Deron Williams’ 
player efficiency rating is 
merely 18.14.

Beyond his statistical 
dominance, Lopez is a guy 
that Brooklynites can rally 
behind. What’s not to like 
about a man who has co-writ-
ten unpublished comic books 
with his less popular twin 
brother? He’s the perfect fit 
for this borough.

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.
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Back court’s back, alright!
Williams and Johnson fi nally playing at pay grade

advice by bringing Lopez out 
to screen more for the fran-
chise point guard.

Nope, it looks like what 
we have here is two play-
ers simply growing more 
comfortable and confident 
in each other’s court pres-
ence. Some of that is probably 
feeling like they have more 
freedom under Peej than they 
experienced under the “Lit-
tle General.”

Deron looks capable of 
deconstructing defenses 
the way one of the game’s 
elite point men should, and 
Johnson is rising and firing 
like an All-Star.

Please, guys, let this be 
the new normal.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A controversial plan to replace a 
strip of decaying 19th-century man-
sions in the Brooklyn Navy Yard with 
a supermarket inched forward last 
week when a new developer took 
over the long-stalled project.

Later this year, Blumenfeld Devel-
opment Group will bulldoze nine of 
the 11 decaying estates that comprise 
Admirals Row to make room for a gro-
cery store and shopping center after  the 
original developer lost control of the 
project amid a bribery scandal .

The arrival of a new developer en-

sures residents of the supermarket-less 
community will soon have access to 
fresh foods, according to Brooklyn 
Navy Yard Development Corporation 
CEO Andrew Kimball — whose com-
pany  battled preservationists  intent on 
saving the former naval housing and 
 wrestled control of the land away from 

the feds  to get the project moving.
“It’s going to be an extraordinary 

improvement for folks who live near 
the Navy Yard,” said Kimball. 

Blumenfeld Development Group 
plans to spend $100 million con-
structing the shopping center and 
its 250-car lot.

Admirals’ new commander
Another developer takes helm of Navy Yard supermarket plan
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

WILLIAMSBURGH  
CONSTRUCTION CORP.

241 Leonard St., Brooklyn, NY 11211

T. (718) 569-0089     
F. (718) 554-1796

www.williamsburghconstruction.com
Serving the NY metro area since 1996

Residential and Commercial

Free Estimates - Call & Save
Competitive Prices and Quality Workmanship

Licensed and fully insured

FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Michael Sylvester, Flatbush 
Michael is proud of his Brooklyn Nets hat, and says he’s a fan because 

“it’s a Brooklyn team and they will bring big business to Brooklyn.”
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NEW
YORK

BKLYN

866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook
Police nabbed a 17-year-

old accused of stealing an 
iPhone from the counter 
of a Chinese restaurant on 
New Year’s Day — and of-
ficers say the suspect would 
have gotten away with it if 
he hadn’t littered minutes 
later.

The suspect snatched an 
iPhone in a distinctive pink 
case, which had been left on 
the counter of the eatery near 
the corner of Second Place, 
at around 6:15 pm, investi-
gators allege.

At 6:32 pm, a cop con-
fronted the suspect after al-
legedly spotting him chuck-
ing a gum wrapper on the 
ground at the corner of Henry 
and Coles streets, just six 
blocks away.

The officer recovered the 
iPhone and the pink case — 
the teen admitted grabbing 
inside the restaurant, accord-

ing to prosecutors’ filings.

Scary stick-ups
Cops cuffed a pair of mug-

gers who allegedly threatened 
to shoot a woman and inno-
cent bystanders on Jan. 7 if 
the victim didn’t withdraw 
$500 from an ATM and hand 
over the cash.

The suspects confronted 
the victim on Smith Street 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets at 3:30 pm and pressed 
a metal object against her 
ribs, investigators say.

“If you don’t want to get 
hurt go in the bank and get 
$500,” one of the perps said, 
according to documents from 
the District Attorney’s of-
fice. “And if you try any-
thing I will shoot the whole 
bank.”

The victim then saw one of 
the assailants retrieve a semi-
automatic pistol from behind 
a black Ford Explorer.

Cops managed to break 
up the terrifying encounter 
and arrested two suspects, 
aged 33 and 27.

Computer caper
A teenager stole four lap-

tops from a Hoyt Street school 
at some point between Nov. 8 
and Jan. 3, cops claim.

Four Acer computers and 
one charger vanished from 
a classroom in the building 
between Butler and Doug-
lass streets.

Cops apprehended a 17-
year-old suspect and claim 
they found him carrying two 
of the computers, and recov-

ered the other devices in his 
home, documents from the 
District Attorney’s office in-
dicate.

Smith slugger
A pugilist repeatedly 

punched a man in the face 
at the corner of Smith and 
Wyckoff streets just four 
hours into 2013.

The assailant repeatedly 
struck the victim with a closed 
fist, leaving him with bruises, 
swelling, and chipped teeth, 
prosecutors say.

Police arrested a 26-year-
old suspect charged with as-
sault, menacing, and harass-
ment.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Big iPad heist
A quartet of crooks ran 

off with 17 iPads from a 
Flatbush Avenue depart-
ment store’s locked display 
case on Dec. 31. 

An employee at the store 
near Atlantic Avenue told po-
lice that the bandits broke 
open the locked case at 4:45 
pm and stole a collection of 
16-gigabyte iPads worth 
$3,315. 

MyPhone
A black-clad bandit 

snagged an iPhone right out 
of a woman’s hands while she 
was standing in front of her 
Sixth Street home on Jan. 6. 

The victim told cops that 
she was on the street between 
Fifth and Fourth avenues at 
5 pm watching a video on 
her cellular device when the 
perp came up from behind 
her, grabbed the iPhone, and 
made off with it. 

Bad dream
A crook took advantage of 

a sleeping man on a Brooklyn-
bound N train and robbed him 
for all he had on Jan. 6. 

The 23-year-old victim 
told police that he boarded 
the train in Queens at 1:20 am 
and quickly fell asleep.

He awoke at the Fourth 
Avenue–Ninth Street stop in 
Park Slope hours later, and as 
he transferred to the Manhat-
tan-bound train he discovered 
that his pants’ pocket was cut 
open and $30, his cellphone, 
and his debit card were gone. 
The crook even slipped off 
the sleeping victim’s $100 
Fossil wristwatch. 

Brutal beating
A masked thug attacked a 

woman and stole her pock-
etbook at the Fourth Avenue 
train station on Jan. 1. 

The 56-year-old woman 

told cops when she was head-
ing down the stairs of the sta-
tion on the corner of Union 
Street at 10:15 pm to catch a 
train when the brazen bandit 
bashed her in the face with a 
closed fist several times, and 
then fled with her purse con-
taining her iPod, debit and 
credit cards, and a pocket 
dictionary. 

Gear gone 
A fearless crook stole 

more than $1,000 worth of 
name-brand goods from a 
Flatbush Avenue shoe store 
on Dec. 29.

An employee at the store 
near Atlantic Avenue told 
cops the perp entered at 10:02 
am, picked up four Michael 
Koors handbags and two 
Ralph Lauren pocketbooks 
totaling $1,110, and passed 
right by the cashiers and out 
the door, making off with the 
pricey wares. 

— Natalie Musumeci

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Road rage
An erratic driver crashed 

into a man’s car on N. Port-
land Avenue on Jan. 3 — and 
then robbed him.

The 36-year-old vic-
tim told cops he was driv-
ing near Myrtle Avenue at 
8:40 am when another driver 
made a U-turn and backed 
into his car. 

The crass motorist then 
walked over, opened the vic-
tim’s door, and took his phone 
and money before driving 
away, police reported.

Gun show
A pack of crooks robbed 

a man on S. Oxford Street 
on Dec. 31. 

The 34-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue at 12:30 am when he 
was surrounded by the crew. 
One of them displayed a silver 
gun and said, “Give me your 
money,” before taking $100 
and the victim’s iPhone. 

Teen arrested
Police arrested a teenager 

who they say stole a man’s 
phone and wallet with two 
accomplices on Clinton Av-
enue on Jan. 2.

The 35-year-old victim 

told cops he was at Greene 
Avenue at 11 pm when three 
people approached him. One 
struck him in the ear, simu-
lated a firearm, and said, “I 
will shoot you.” 

They took his wallet, $3, 
and his new iPhone. Cops ar-
rested a 14-year-old who they 
said was one of the perps. 

Phone home
A duo robbed two people 

on Gates Avenue on Jan. 3.
The 26-year-old victim 

told cops that he was with a 
friend at Clinton Avenue at 
12:45 am when he was ap-
proached by two men. The 
men punched him in the back 
and then one of them pulled 
a knife out and said, “Give 
me your phone.” 

The victim and his friend 
both handed over their smart-
phones, and the perps fled.

Day in the park
A knife-wielding thug 

mugged a woman in Fort 
Greene Park on Jan. 3.

The 37-year-old woman 
told cops she was in the park 
at 11:30 pm when two men 
approached her. One of them 
displayed a knife and said, 
“Give me your phone,” be-
fore taking her iPhone.

Home alone
A burglar stole an iPad 

and a watch from an apart-
ment on S. Elliot Place on 
Jan. 2 — while the resident 
was still home.

The 26-year-old vic-
tim told cops he was in the 
bedroom of his apartment 
at DeKalb Avenue when a 
crook entered and grabbed 
his iPad and watch. When 
the thief opened the bed-
room door and saw the vic-
tim, he fled. 

Cash crunch
A goon grabbed a wad 

of cash out of a woman’s 
hands on Classon Avenue 
on Dec. 31. 

The 51-year-old woman 
said she was at Lafayette Av-
enue when the perp took $30 
out of her hand and ran. 

Smoke, mirrors
A crook burglarized a 

hair salon on Hanson Place 
on Jan. 6 — taking four mir-
rors and a TV.

Representatives from the 
store between S. Portland Av-

enue and S. Oxford Street told 
cops they left the business at 
7 am, returning at 3 pm to 
find the mirrors and a 40-
inch television gone. 

A new Voyage
Someone drove off in a 

car parked on Myrtle Ave-
nue on Dec. 29.

The 49-year-old victim told 
cops she parked her Plym-
outh Voyager between Hall 
Street and Emerson Place at 
5 am, returning at 11 am only 
to find it gone.

— Eli Rosenberg

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Break shack
Cops cuffed a man ac-

cused of stealing a laptop 
from a Flatbush Avenue 
electronics store on Jan. 5 
— and managing to break 
the device on the way out 
of the shop.

A thief grabbed the com-
puter and ripped off a lock 
tethering it to the shop near 
Atlantic Avenue at 4 pm. But 
the forceful tug also broke off 
a part of the computer, ac-
cording to documents from 
the District Attorney’s of-
fice.

Bike-by
A pedal-pushing perp 

grabbed a phone from a vic-
tim’s hand at the corner of Pa-
cific Street and Third Ave-
nue on Jan. 7.

The thief pushed the un-
lucky woman to the ground 
at 3:12 pm and tried to yank 
the gadget away from the vic-
tim’s grasp. The victim suf-
fered a cut knee and a bruised 
cheek in the struggle.

Police later locked up a 
53-year-old suspect who was 
caught carrying a substance 

believed to be crack cocaine, 
documents from the District 
Attorney’s office indicate.

— Ben Muessig

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Bad roommate
A Russell Street resident 

was charged with assault af-
ter he stabbed his housemate 
for asking him to turn his 
music down on Dec. 12, po-
lice reported. 

The victim told police that 
he knocked on his room-
mate’s door in their apart-
ment between Norman and 
Nassau avenues at 12:30 am 
and asked him to lower the 
volume of his tunes. 

The two then started to 
fight, at which point the 
housemate grabbed a kitchen 
knife and stabbed the victim 
in hand, and then punched 
him in the head and face, 
cops said.

The victim suffered a deep 
cut on his hand and bleed-
ing and swelling to his face 
and was taken to Woodhull 
Hospital. 

Police say that when 
they arrived at the house, 
they found the knife in the 
kitchen sink. 

Stalked, robbed
A shifty couple followed a 

woman and then robbed her 
on Frost Street on Dec. 17. 

The victim told police that 
she was near Union Avenue 
at 10:30 pm when a man and 
a woman started following 
her.

The man then grabbed her 
from behind, threw her to 
the ground, and ripped her 
purse off her arm. 

The couple ran down Frost 
Street, leaving the woman 
on the ground, but not in-
jured. 

  — Danielle Furfaro

Cops: iPhone thief caught littering
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Trip to Israel
Throw some gefilte fish on the barbie! 
Kane Street Synagogue in Cobble Hill will be 

screening “My Australia,” on Jan. 26 during its 
ninth annual Brooklyn Israel Film Festival. 

The movie tells the tale of Tadek, a 10-year-
old who grows up fa-
therless in 1960s Po-
land and is obsessed 
with all things Austra-
lian. His mother — a 
secret Holocaust survi-
vor — raises Tadek and 
his 14-year-old brother, 
Andrzej Catholic in an 
attempt to protect her 
children from the social 

persecution she so brutally experienced. 
Yet, when the confused and misinformed 

Andrzej joins an anti-Semitic gang and gets 
himself and young Tadek arrested for beat-
ing up Jews, the mother decides to move the 
family to Israel. 

To vegemite-coat the truth, she tells Tadek 
that they are going to Australia and tasks An-
drzej with the responsibility of telling his little 
brother about their Jewish heritage. 

 “My Australia” at Kane Street Synagogue 
[236 Kane St. between Court and Clinton 
Streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 875–1550, www.
kanestreet.org/iff]. Jan. 26, 8 pm, $12, $30 for 
festival. — Elyse Wanshel

F E S T I VA L

The end of the world is coming — and it 
will be animated.

For years, anime expert J.R. Pepper has 
been analyzing the Japanese obsession with 
the apocalypse — and are they ever obsessed. 
Much of anime, whether in film, television, 
or books, takes place in 
some sort of post-apoc-
alyptic world. 

“A lot of it has to 
do with the fact that 
the Japanese have 
been through so many 
devastations, like nu-
clear warfare and cli-
mate change and earth-
quakes,” said Pepper, 
who will give a lecture called “Bright Eyes 
at the Apocalypse: Exploring the End of the 
World in Japanese Animation.” 

Even if the subject matter is grim, Pepper 
believes that anime is the right way for the Jap-
anese to explore such fears and horrors. 

“In Japan, they tend to treat animation as a 
serious medium,” said Pepper. “It isn’t just a 
tool for children and entertainment.”

“Bright Eyes at the Apocalypse” at the 
Observatory (543 Union St. at Nevins in Gow-
anus, observatoryroom.org). Jan. 21, 8 pm, 
$5.  — Danielle Furfaro

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

S
aying I do has never been so 
ironic.

An unconventional wedding expo 
for the hipster couples who want to get 
hitched — but without the traditional bag-
gage — is coming to one of Brooklyn’s 
hippest neighborhoods this January. 

The producers of the regional anti-bridal 
show, “Lovesick: A Wedding Expo for the 
Cool at Heart,” will unite soon-to-be-married 
couples, who are looking to shy away from 
the mainstream cliched, fairy-tale wedding, 
with an array of more than 40 alternative 
wedding vendors at the Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg for the second time ever. 

“When we search for vendors we look 
for creativity and ideas that go against the 
grain of what wedding magazines and TV 
shows force on couples,” said co-producer 
Tom Wright of Hi-Society Productions, a 
Philadelphia-based wedding DJ and cine-
matography company that has been host-
ing the Lovesick Expo in northeastern cit-
ies since January 2011. 

“Weddings don’t have to be stuffy 
pomp and circumstance, so we put to-
gether a room of creative professionals 
who want to collaborate with couples to 
bring all of their crazy or nontraditional 
ideas to reality.” 

According to Wright, the Lovesick Expo 
is guy-friendly and even caters to same-
sex and environmentally conscious cou-
ples, unlike traditional wedding shows 
that only focus on the bride-to-be. 

At the expo rows of eclectic vendors 
including event planners, caterers, event 
stylists, dress designers, florists, jewelers, 
invitation makers, grooms-ware designers, 
photo booth rental service providers, ma-
gicians, vintage prop rental service pro-
viders, photographers, DJs, cinematogra-
phers, and more will show off their wares 
in a venue that will boom with live music 
and a booze-filled cash bar. 

“The whole event is about helping people 
find individuality in the wedding world,” 
said Wright.

Among the many wedding bazaars in-
cluding Love ‘n Fresh Flowers, Birchtree 

Catering and Bettie Page clothing, there 
will be no shortage of handcrafted goods, 
organic and locally grown flowers, eco-
friendly items, and caterers who special-
ize in vegan and vegetarian fare.

For the first time ever the Lovesick Expo 
will feature a “fashion bar,” or a lounge 
area where attendees can try on bridal, 

groom, and cocktail attire and booze-up 
at the same time, said Wright. 

The expo will even showcase spicy bur-
lesque performances and up to $10,000 
worth of wedding-related goods will be raf-
fled off. All of the proceeds from the raffle 
will benefit the Philadelphia-based non-
profit Children Can Shape the Future. 

Cart-dooms
A N I M E

Motor mad
Fear is a great motivator — for dance music.
An indie electro-pop group from Detroit dubbed 

Jamaican Queens captures the paranoid experi-
ence of a psychedelic drug — offering the hallu-
cinatory thrill of confronting unseen and danger-

ous demons — as well as 
the highs and lows of life 
in the Motor City.

“That’s kind of what 
I love about Detroit. It’s 
complete lawlessness,” 
said guitarist and vocalist 
Ryan Spencer, who along 
with his band will per-
form in Williamsburg on 
Jan. 16. “It’s a really scary 
place to live. Every year 

they cut the police budget.”
Even though his band’s name riffs on a part of 

New York City, Spencer still loves Detroit.
The city gives artists an opportunity to live 

in a large metropolitan area for as little as $150 
a month — a kind of freedom that has led the 
band to tackle dark and sometimes violent sub-
ject matters — to disturbing effect. 

Their single, “Kids Get Away,” recounts a case 
of sexual assault with a soundtrack that somehow 
slips into an irresistible groove. It is the tension 
between excitement and terror that drives Jamai-
can Queens. The band will keep pressing bound-
aries without fear of any consequences.

“If people don’t get it, who cares?” said 
Spencer.

Jamaican Queens plays Glasslands Gallery 
(289 Kent Avenue at S. First Street in Williams-
burg, glasslands.blogspot.com, (718) 599-
1450) Jan. 16 at 9 pm, $8. — Eric Dryden

M U S I C

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Saying ‘I don’t’
Wedding expo offers alternatives to traditional fare
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S A L O N
January Special

 Japanese Straightening 
starting at $300........$150 

50% OFF BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tuesday - Friday Only

First Visit Specials
Women’s Cut, $35...........now $25
Blowdry, $25.....................now $19
Mani/Pedi, $25................now $19
Men’s Cut, $25.................now $19

 
718-222-1966

43 Clark St. /located inside the EA gym/ 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Take a 2, 3 Train to Clark Street 

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 8 pm, 

Saturday - Sunday 10 am - 7:30 pm

X$35$35
X$25$25
X$25$25
X$25$25

X$300$300

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A 
long, dense, and difficult 
book calls — and Brooklyn 
answers.

More than a hundred renowned 
New York-based artists, writers, 
publishers, and scholars, includ-
ing novelist Joseph McElroy, poet 
Anna Moschovakis, and music critic 
Sasha Frere-Jones will come to-
gether in Greenpoint and take turns 
reciting Gertrude Stein’s notoriously 
difficult to read 952-page classic 

“The Making of Americans: Being 
a History of a Family’s Progress” 
in a marathon reading expected to 
last 52 brutal hours. 

Event organizer Dan Visel said 
the reading was a New York art-
world tradition — Manhattan’s 
Paula Cooper Gallery hosted mar-
athon readings of the famed novel 
around New Year’s Eve for decades. 
The Brooklyn event is an effort to 
bring that tradition back and breathe 
life into a text that begs for an out-
loud reading.

“Gertrude Stein thought of this 
book as her great work, but she had 
to massively struggle with publish-
ers to put it out because the book 
was massively long and unread-

able,” said Visel, a contributing ed-
itor at Tripple Canopy, the web-
based arts and culture magazine 
organizing the event. 

“It’s just a very dense novel that 
seems dead on the page, but when it’s 
read out loud it comes alive.”

Stein’s long-winded, more than 
a century old novel depicting the 
immigrant experience in America 
makes for a fascinating tale when 
read aloud due to the rhythmic na-
ture of the famed modernist au-
thor’s prose, said Visel. 

The readers, who can even be 
walk-ins off the street who want to 
give Stein’s work a go, will likely not 
just read, but also sing, or chant ex-
cerpts for 15-minute time slots before 
handing the text off, said Visel. 

Listeners are welcome to stay for 
as little or as long as they want in 
the 120-seat space, which will also 
have refreshments and copies of the 
novel for sale or to borrow. 

A Stein marathon!
Greenpoint reading to last 52 hours

Lengthy read: Editor Dan Visel is host-
ing a weekend-long marathon read-
ing of Gertrude Steins “The Making of 
Americans: Being a History of a Family’s 
Progress.” 
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Lovesick: A Wedding Expo for the 
Cool at Heart at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, www.lovesickexpo.com]. Jan. 12, 
11 am–3 pm, $6.50 online, $10 door. 

W E D D I N G

Gertrude Stein’s “The Mak-
ing of Americans,” marathon 
reading at Triple Canopy [155 
Freeman St., near Manhat-
tan Ave. in Greenpoint. (347) 
529–5182, www.canopycano-
pycanopy.com]. Jan. 18, 7 pm 
through Jan. 20, 11 pm. Free.

B O O KS

Unconventional: (From top, clockwise) The Lovesick Expo, an unconven-
tional pre-wedding show for soon-to-be-married couples looking to shy 
away from the cliched fairy-tale wedding, will offer no shortage of eco-
friendly, handcrafted, and organic wares — with caterers who specialize in 
vegan and vegetarian fare  — while live indie-style music serenades lovers 
and spicy burlesque performances excite. 
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MON, JAN. 14
WORKSHOP, KIDS ACTING 

SCHOOL: Adventures with Dora 
the Explorer is a class on January 
14,( from 3-4pm) for 3-5 year olds at 
STAGE/PLAY, a kids acting school 
in Williamsburg. $25. 3 pm. STAGE/
PLAY [118 N 11th St. in Williams-
burg, (347) 450-5890], www.brook-
lynactingschool.org. 

MUSIC, MODERN JAZZ ENSEMBLE: 
The Four Bags feature a captivat-
ing blend tunes from the trombone, 
accordion, guitar, and woodwinds. 
There will be a special guest called 
Stew. $10 donation. 8:30 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

TUES, JAN. 15
FILMS, LOW BUDGET FILMS: Each 

Careers in Film Salon will feature: 
the screening of a low/no budget 
short fi lm and a detailed analysis of 
its production history; presenta-
tions by fi lm professionals. Free. 
6:30–9 pm. Brooklyn Young Film-
makers Center [143 Waverly Ave. in 
Fort Greene (718) 935-0490] www.
wearebyfc.org. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: The 
Brooklyn Nets take on the Toronto 
Raptors. Starting at $15. 7:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

MUSIC, MURDER BALLADS: Brook-
lyn musician Elisa Flynn, under the 
auspices of Tripeg Lobo, will host 

FRI, JAN. 11
MUSIC, INDIE ROCK: Wishes & 

Thieves, These Animals, The Ugly 
Club and Mitten. $7-$10. 7:30 p.m. 
Cameo (93 North Sixth Street in 
Williamsburg) www.cameony.net. 

ART, VIDEO AND PHOTOGRAPHY: 
Studio10 is pleased to present Per 
Future, an exhibition of work by 
New York based artist Phyllis Bal-
dino.. Free. 7 pm. Studio10 [56 Bog-
art St. in Bushwick (718) 852–4396] 
www.studio10bogart.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: The 
Brooklyn Nets take on the Phoenix 
Suns. Starting at $15. 7:30 pm. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

SAT, JAN. 12
MUSIC, DISCO, ELECTRONICA: Rory 

Phillips and JDH and Dave P. $8-
$10. 11:59 p.m. Cameo (93 North 
Sixth Street in Williamsburg), www.
cameony.net. 

MUSIC, CELLIST TUNES: Helen Gil-
let is a New Orleans-based cellist, 
singer, composer and improviser 
that will take the stage. $10 dona-
tion. 8 pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
965-9177], www.barbesbrooklyn.
com. 

TREE MULCHING: Bring your Christ-
mas tree for mulching and enjoy 
the day with hot cocoa. Free. 10 
am–2 pm. Prospect Park Audubon 
Center (Third St. and Park Circle in 
Prospect Park) http;//www.parkslo-
peciviccouncil.org. Photography, 
Sunset Park’s two cultures: 10 am–5 
pm. See Friday, Jan. 11. 

WORKSHOP, MEMOIR WRITING: First 
in the series of The Fundamentals 
of Sense Writing. $175. 10 am. Old 
Stone House (Fifth Ave. at Fifth Street 
in Park Slope) www.pearstudios.org. 

READING, MEN BEWARE WOMEN: 
Release party for novella, “Men 
Beware Women,” a coming-of-age 
story. Free. 2 pm. The Monro [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-2005], www.gw-
enthompson.us. 

SUN, JAN. 13
MUSIC, SOUL MUSIC: People’s 

Champs, led by trombonist Alex 
Asher and fronted by vocalist Cole 
Williams, mashes 1980s electro-
accordian riffs, neo-soul vocals, 
and gritty drum grooves. The band 
mixes jazz, hip-hop, rock and soul 
from the United States, Latin Ameri-
can, and Africa. $10 donation. 9 pm. 
Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth Av-
enue in Park Slope (718) 965-9177] 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: The 
Brooklyn Nets take on the Indi-
ana Pacers. Starting at $15. 6 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, 
(212) 359–6387] www.BarclaysCen-
ter.com. 

14 local musicians. Free. 9 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks Avenue and Pros-
pect Place in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627-4949], www.waystationbk.com. 

WED, JAN. 16
BARCLAYS CENTER, GREEN DAY: 

Band in their tour “Green Day ¡Uno!, 
Green Day ¡Dos!, and Green Day 
¡Tré!” Starting at $35.15. 8 pm. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Fort Greene (212) 
359–6387] www.barclayscenter.com. 

THURS, JAN. 17
FUND-RAISER, VAUDEVILLE NIGHT 

& SANDY BENEFIT: Please join 
THINK Conservatory, House of 
Genius, and Michael Arenella & His 
Dreamland Orchestra for a night of 
Vaudeville. The ticket price includes 
two drinks. 1920s attire encour-
aged! $50 early early birds, $75 
early birds, $100 regular. 7–11 pm. 
Think Conservatory [65 Jay St., 2nd 
Floor in DUMBO (212) 242-1022] 
vaudevilledumbo.eventbrite.com. 

FRI, JAN. 18
MUSIC, BALKAN MUSIC FESTIVAL: 

The Golden Festival is New York’s 
only music and dance festival of 
its kind celebrating Balkan, Roma 
(“Gypsy”) music and beyond. $35-
$80. 7 pm. The Grand Prospect Hall 
(263 Prospect Ave. in Park Slope) 
www.grandprospect.com. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKETBALL: The 
Brooklyn Nets take on the Atlanta 
Hawks. Starting at $15. 7:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387] www.BarclaysCenter.com. 

SAT, JAN. 19
TRANSPORTATION INVENTIONS: 

Children 6 years and older use their 
imagination and build a pint-sized 
vehicle model of the future. Free 
with museum admission. 1:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694-1600], www.
mta.info/mta/museum. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY: 
Children explore the differences 
and similarities between various 
cultures, then make a special craft 
to commemorate the day. Free with 
museum admission. 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights (718) 735-4400] 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 11

Beckoning
“Song Reader,” musi-
cian Beck’s 2012 
album, does more 
than go digital — it’s 
a book of sheet 
music. But that 
doesn’t mean you 
can’t listen to it. The 
Brick Theater is invit-
ing artists to perform 
the album live, then 
upload the tunes to 
Beck’s site. It’s easiest 
to enjoy the record 
this way than pulling 
out the Casio and 
playing it yourself. 

10:30 pm at Brick Theater 
[579 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–
3863, www.bricktheater.
com].Free.

SATURDAY
January 12

Le Jazz
International jazz 
crooner Beat Kaestli 
has a modern, mini-
malist style that is 
clean as it is crystal. 
Enjoy a free concert 
featuring songs off 
of the Ella Fitzgerald 
Foundation Scholar-
ship winner’s upcom-
ing release “Col-
lage,” an album ded-
icated to French 
songs.

9 pm at BAM Cafe in 
Peter Jay Sharp Building 
[30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 623–
7885, www.bam.org]. 
Free

MONDAY
January 14

Abstract 
apocalypse
In the wake of the let-
down that was Dec. 
21, 2012, art-goers 
can reflect on the uni-
verse that just doesn’t 
seem to go away, at 
this new exhibit. The 
show “The Order of 
Things” will explore 
how the end of times 
can affect a person. 
There will be sculp-
tures.

Noon–6 ppm at 
NURTUREart Gallery [56 
Bogart St. between 
Grattan Street and Har-
rison Place in Bushwick, 
(718) 782–7755, www.
nurture art.org]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
January 16

Picture 
words
Author Manuel Gon-
zales unveils his 
debut collection of 
short stories, “The 
Minature Wife,” and 
the 1000 Words 
Project, where the 
writer has set out to 
publish a story a 
week, each based on 
a photo, in an online 
collaboration with a 
photographer span-
ning the country.

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
January 17

Homo-
neurotic
Being a lesbian isn’t 
like how it used to be. 
Filmmaker Ingrid 
Jungermann’s new 
web series “F to 7th” 
follows one lesbian’s 
struggle to find her 
place in a world 
where sexuality and 
gender have left her 
behind, as she enters 
the scary world of 
middle age-dom. See 
it on the big screen! 

7 pm at ReRun Theater 
[147 Front St. between 
Jay and Pealr streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 766–9110, 
reruntheater.com]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JAN. 11
Community Education Council 
District 20. Parents get informa-
tion on Special Ed Reforom. Free. 
9:30 –11:30 am. District Office 
[415 89th St. at Fourth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge (718) 759-3921]. 

MON, JAN. 14
Community Board 6. Economic, 
Waterfront, Community 
Development, and Housing 
Committee monthly meeting to 
discuss issues. 6:30 pm. John Jay 
Educational Campus [237 Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 643-

3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

THURS, JAN. 17
Community Board 6 
Transportation Committee. 
Presentation and discussion with 
representative for the Department 
of Transportation on the new com-
mercial bicycling education and 
enforcement program and on the 
city’s way-finding initiative. 6:30 
pm. Park Slope Armory [Eighth 
Avenue at 15th Street in Park Slope 
(212) 673-7030 ] www.ymcanyc.org/
armory-sports-complex/armory-
sports-home/facility.
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PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

Double cello: New Orleans-based cellist, singer, composer and 
improviser Helen Gillet will show off her mix of influences, from 
jazz, funk, rock and French chansons at Barbes on Jan. 12.
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YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 
GRAND OPENING OF OUR  
NEW BROOKLYN FiOS STORE.

*Home Monitoring and Control Service is provided by Verizon Online LLC and is available to both FiOS and Verizon High Speed Internet customers. Licensed in NY #12000302262 by NY State Department of State. Other terms and conditions apply.
^ No purchase necessary. Receive one entry and an opportunity to see if your home can receive Verizon FiOS or to participate in a FiOS or Home Monitoring demo. Entrants need not be present for drawing to win. Must be New York State resident, 

18 years old or older. Void where prohibited. See Official Rules at Brooklyn Verizon FiOS Store for terms and details. FiOS is available in select areas. © 2013 Verizon. F7262

You don’t want to miss it! 
Wednesday, January 16 
10:30AM to 12:30PM 
65 Willoughby Street, Brooklyn, NY

 
Store Phone: 
1.718.855.8915 
Hours of operation 
Mon.–Sat.: 9:00AM–6:00PM 
Sun.: CLOSED

 
Your one-stop shopping destination 
for TV, Internet and Home Phone service 
needs. Come see a demo of FiOS® 
products and services. Learn more about 
Verizon Home Monitoring and Control.*

Grand Prize Drawing Wins a
19˝ TV or Basketball Tickets^

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Hollow Nickel [494 Atlantic Ave. between Nevins Street and Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (347) 236–3417, www.hollownickel.com]. Open daily, 
5 pm–2 am.

By Hannah Palmer Egan
for The Brooklyn Paper

M
ost people avoid airing 
their personal baggage in 
public.

In a new solo show of her paint-
ings, artist Elise Engler is baring her 
most private habits and possessions 
contained in the suitcases she lugged 
on her trips to China, the Galapa-
gos Islands, and Antarctica.

The artist said she began the prac-
tice of visually cataloging her lug-
gage in 1999 after drawing the 13,127 
objects in her apartment.

“[The suitcase drawings] are re-
ally a 13-year history of the clothes I 
carry — everything from my under-
wear to my overwear,” said Engler 
whose exhibit “Travel/Log,” opens 
on Jan. 11 in Bushwick.

“You can see everything — if I 
have pills, the pills decrease [from 
the beginning of the trip to the end], 
so you can see how many pills I’ve 
taken along the way.”

Not only has Engler drawn inspi-
ration from her own luggage, she 
has spent time depicting the con-
tents of other women’s purses as a 
form of portraiture, told through 
the things people tote.

“On the one hand it’s very per-
sonal, but on the other, there are 
sort of these essentials that every-
one carries with them,” she said. 
“People tend to carry a toy — some 
little thing — whether it’s a funny 
keychain or a funny object.” 

Having inventoried people’s daily 
banalities since the late 1990s, En-
gler said her work has captured so-

cietal changes in real-time.  
“The pieces become a time cap-

sule,” she said. “Things we used to 
carry, like subway tokens, are gone. 
The China drawing [from 1999] has 
all these rolls of film.”

Of course, most New Yorkers don’t 
head to Antarctica for inspiration, but 
a National Science Foundation-funded 

trip to the frozen continent was an 
ideal opportunity for the artist. 

“Antarctica was like going to the 
moon,” she said.

For three months in 2009–2010, 
the artist visited penguin colonies, 
stopped by the South Pole, and spent 
days painting in Antarctica’s dry 
valleys.

See the things she carried
Painter shows the contents of her suitcase in new exhibit

Traveling woman: Artist Elise Engler likes to paint the things in of other people’s purses, and in 
her latest exhibit in Bushwick, she shows art-goers renderings of every little item she’s packed on 
her trips to Antarctica, the Galapagos islands, and Jamaica.
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Elise Engler’s “Travel/Log” 
at Robert Henry Contempo-
rary [56 Bogart St. at Harrison 
Place, (718) 473–0819, www.
rober thenr ycontemporar y.
com]. Opens Jan. 11, 6–9 pm, 
through Feb. 10.

A R T

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he golden era of New York hip-hop 
and graffiti lives — on the shelves of 
bookstores.

New York-reared penman Adam Mans-
bach — who made waves with his exple-
tive-laden children’s book for adults “Go 
the F*** to Sleep” — is back with a new 
novel that delves into the city’s legendary 
graffiti and hip-hop scene, a uniquely New 
York movement that may have peaked more 
than 20 years ago.

“As much as anything else, this is a New 
York story,” said Mansbach about “Rage Is 

Back,” a new book put out by Viking. 
“It’s not a story that could take place any-

where else.”
The first-person narrative of protagonist 

Dondi Vance, the pot-dealing, down-on-his-
luck son of two legendary graffiti writers, is 

written in the colloquial mix of slang, neol-
ogisms, and run-on rhythms familiar to the 
conversational “street” style seen in prose 
from writers like Junot Diaz — big words, 
right next to expletives.

The stylistic choice is indicative of some 
formative years, says the author.

Mansbach, who lived in Fort Greene as a 
student but now lives in Berkeley, Calif., says 
his experiences delving into the city’s hip-hop 
scene remain his most memorable. 

“I feel like I’m a New Yorker more than 
anything else,” said Mansbach, who dab-
bled in graffiti-writing, emceeing and dee-
jaying as a 20-something living in the city in 
the 90s, before settling for writing on pages 

rather than walls. “Moving to California has 
only confirmed that for me.”

Mansbach traces graffiti’s decline to the 
beginning of the 1990s — when the city got 
better at buffing out the taggers’ work — but 
he says the legacy of graffiti endures.

“The war on graffiti really ushered in 
a lot of present day reality; it was a thinly 
veiled war on young people of color in here,” 
he said. 

“Graffiti is an interesting window into the 
city’s policies around young people.”

As a writer, Mansbach says he’s attracted 
to the contradictions of graffiti, the tensions 
between “fame and anonymity, beautifying 
and destroying.”

Great American graffi ti novel
Wordsmith tells a story of city, youth, and subculture

Adam Mansbach reading “Rage is 
Back” with artwork by graffi ti artist 
Blake “KEO” Letham at Powerhouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666–3049, www.power-
housearena.com] Jan. 16, 7 pm.

B O O KS

The writing on the walls: Novelist Adam Mansbach 
has penned a story set deep in the golden age of 
the New York City graffiti scene.
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The LGBTQ Community 

Sunday, January 20 

2013Wedding

Brooklyn Borough Hall
209 Joralemon Street

Sunday, January 20 

Sponsored by & Benefitting

COMMUNITY              PRIDECENTER
BROOKLYN

310 Atlantic Ave  Brooklyn NY 11201 347 889 7719  lgbtbrooklyn.org

DESTINATION: BROOKLYN!

from12-6 PM

Hosted by Borough President Marty Markowitz

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

W
hat’s French for “explosion?” 

Le Boum, which is also an 
old-fashioned term for a party, 

is a four-piece indie band that chan-
nels French pop, Motown, and synth-
pop, bringing to Brooklyn both a party 
and an explosion. 

Think Metric meets Nada Surf, or 
Phantogram meets Superchunk — or 
call it blue-eyed soul for the 21st cen-
tury.

The band, formed in late 2010, is 
throwing a bash to celebrate the re-
lease of its first EP, “Say Hello,” in 
Williamsburg. 

Bandleader Julian McCarron has a 
lengthy history as a side henchman, 
spending years offering bass chops 
and backing vocals to other people’s 
bands. She loved playing second fid-
dle, but McCarron wanted a project 
of her own where she could explore 
her songwriting chops and have cre-
ative control.

Of course, that also comes with all 
the other duties of running a band, like 
booking shows and studio time.

“It’s a big adjustment. It has forced me 
to look back on all the numerous projects 
I was in and give them a lot more credit,” 
said McCarron. “I have a lot more sym-
pathy and compassion for them.” 

McCarron found her band mates 
through a series of Craigslist ads and 
tryouts — and she wasn’t easy on the 
applicants.

“I’d write some really cryptic ads 
to weed out people who wouldn’t be a 
good fit,” she said. “I wrote one that 
said ‘band seeking an Aquarius piano 
player.’ What I got back was a Taurus 
synth player. It was not what I antici-
pated, but it’s actually better.”

Since McCarron is a bass player, 
most of Le Boum’s songs start with 
bass-heavy hooks, and then layer on the 
beats, synths, and guitar solos. 

The lyrics are confessional and wind 
up sounding like frenetic, youthful 
Brooklyn evenings. 

For now, McCarron wants to book 
as many New York City dates as pos-
sible, and Le Boum might take a na-

tional tour this summer.
“Our immediate goal is to get heard 

by as many people as possible,” said 
McCarron. “Then we can go out into 
the world.”

Le Boum at the Gutter [200 N. 14th 
St. between Nassau and Wythe ave-
nues in Williamsburg, (718) 387–3585, 
www.leboummusic.com]. Jan. 12, 8:30 
pm, $5.

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

W
ith great scientific ad-
vances come great 
puppets.

The Adhesive Theater 
Company has made good 
use of their residency at 
the New York City College 
of Technology, producing 
the technologically daz-
zling, multi-media, perfor-
mance-spectacle “The Ser-
vice Road” — and giving 
birth to one rather pecu-
liar, but undeniably origi-
nal puppet. 

“I’ve been fantasizing 
about building a puppet like 
this for some time,” said Cory 
Einbinder, the artistic direc-
tor at Adhesive Theater. 

“Fortunately, technology 
has finally caught up.”

Einbinder’s mannequin 
may, at first glance, seem 
like nothing more than a 
string-operated toddler with 
an obscenely large head — he 
calls it, appropriately, Big-
Headed Toddler, or “Tod” for 
short. But flip a switch and 
his creation’s broad coun-
tenance will glow with the 
projected image of its pup-
peteer’s face.

“We’re using some new 
technology and it really 
brings this boy to life, re-
ally giving him a full range 
of expression and gives the 
audience the impression of 
a little, two-year-old toddler 
walking around on stage,” 
the puppet master said.

The key to this radical 
technology is the rapidly 
diminished size of pico, or 
handheld projectors, one of 
which Einbinder has lodged 
comfortably in his puppet’s 
over-sized noggin.

The projector is then con-

nected to a camera, which 
Einbinder has rigged to trans-
mit the puppeteer’s expres-
sions in real time onto the 
doll’s face.

“Projectors are just get-
ting small enough, bright 
enough, and last long enough 
on a battery to make it fea-
sible to be used on stage,” 

said Einbinder. 
For Einbinder, it may 

come as a relief to finally 
take the Big-Headed Toddler 
out of his head and onto the 
stage, but for puppeteer Car-
oline Tamas, the challenge 
of operating “Tod” and act-
ing in front of a camera took 
some getting used to.

“I was not aware of how 
ambidextrous and coordi-
nated I needed to be in or-
der to really inhabit him 
— it’s like that old trick of 
patting your head and rub-
bing your stomach simulta-
neously,” Tamas said.

“I spent much of the first 
day cross-eyed because the 
camera, harnessed to a hel-
met, hangs about one-foot 
in front of my eyes,” she 
added.

The performance itself, 
“The Service Road,” deals 
with the dramatic themes 
of remorse and the Hercu-
lean task of redemption, and 
takes place in good-old Pros-
pect Park.

“The play is about a park 
tour guide and it takes place 
during a very violent storm, 
not unlike one we just had 
here in Brooklyn,” said Ein-
binder. 

“Through that, things be-
gin to unravel for her and she 
keeps trying to do good, but 
her past is haunting her.” 

Aside from “Tod” and the 
heroine tour guide, the cast is 
rounded out by the set itself, 
which buckles and billows 
as the storm rolls in.

“The set itself is kind of 
like a giant puppet, we have 
these trees on the stage that 
bend and kind of collapse and 
do different things with the 
storm coming, so the whole 
set is really interactive,” said 
Einbinder.

“The Service Road” at 
the Voorhees Building on 
the New York City Col-
lege of Technology cam-
pus (186 Jay St. between 
High and Nassau streets 
in Downtown, www.the-
atreworkscitytech.org). 
Opens Jan. 11 7:30 pm, 
through Feb. 2.

Boum goes the band!
New indie group plans banging time

Puppet technlogy
Innovative character comes to stage

Just another pop song: Julian McCarron is the principle songwriter 
for all of Le Boum’s songs. She usually starts with a bass melody.
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Meet Tod: Puppeteer Caroline Tamas operates the 
Big Headed Toddler, a video puppet in “The Ser-
vice Road.”
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$0 JOINER’S FEE
THRU FEB. 4TH

GREENPOINT Y
99 Meserole Ave., Brooklyn
(212) 912-2260
FREE PASS AT YMCANYC.ORG

OPEN HOUSE 
WED. JAN. 16, 5-8PM
SAT. FEB. 2, 12-4PM
EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y 
about the Financial Assistance program. 

It’s that time of the year again: New Year’s 
resolution time. And, as every year, the 
most common resolutions Americans 

make have to do with improving their 
health. “I’ll eat more vegetables!” “I’m 
going to run three times a week!” “I’m 
going to lose my love handles!” Indeed, 
these are all good resolutions to make.

However, if you’re one of the 25 million 
Americans living with diabetes, resolving 
to better manage your disease is an es-
pecially worthwhile pursuit. Studies have 
shown that strict control of blood sugar, 
cholesterol, and blood pressure levels in 
persons with diabetes can help reduce 
the risk of developing kidney disease, eye 
disease, nervous system disease, heart at-
tack, and stroke.

When you have diabetes, many fac-
tors, including exercise, stress, alcohol 
consumption and dietary intake can sig-
nificantly affect your ability to control 
the disease. Understanding which factors 
influence your blood sugar levels, and 
knowing how to control those factors, is 
essential. Careful monitoring is the only 
way to make sure that your blood sugar 
level remains within your target range, 
and keeping your blood sugar within the 
recommended range (generally, 70 to 
140mg per deciliter) is crucial. 

One of the cornerstones of any diabetes 
management plan is healthy eating. Car-
bohydrates have a greater effect on your 

blood glucose levels than protein or fat, 
so eating about the same amount of car-
bohydrates during each meal or snack will 
help to keep your blood sugar level steady 
throughout the day. Also, it is important to 
remember not to skip meals, especially if 
you are on insulin or diabetes medicine.

Physical activity is another important com-
ponent of a diabetes management plan. Be-
ing active improves your body’s use of insulin, 
burns excess fat, lowers your blood pressure 
and improves circulation, so you should aim 
for at least 30 minutes or more of aerobic ex-
ercise most days of the week. If you haven’t 
been active for a while, that’s okay – start 
slowly and build up gradually, but be sure to 
check with your healthcare provider before 
you begin an exercise program. 

The use of alcohol may aggravate com-
plications associated with your condition. 
However, if your diabetes is under control 
and your doctor agrees, an occasional al-
coholic drink with a meal is fine. Choose 
your drinks carefully; some alcoholic bev-
erages have fewer calories and carbohy-
drates than others.  

The more you know about factors that 
influence your blood sugar level, the more 
you can anticipate fluctuations, and plan 
accordingly. With good blood glucose, 
cholesterol, and blood pressure control, 
many of the complications of diabetes 
can be prevented. Now that’s a resolution 
worth keeping. 

By Edmund Giegerich, M.D., Chief of Endocrinology
New York Methodist Hospital

of one year. Rent is a steal, but 
the winning bidder will need 
to cover a security deposit, in-
surance, taxes, cleaning, and 
other fees.

The pay-what-you-wish ap-
proach to rent won’t make Two 
Trees much money, consider-

ing the company shelled out 
$185 million to buy the fac-
tory in October. But the builder 
hopes the pop-up venture will 
create good will while it re-
vises the controversial blue-
print for the mega-develop-
ment, which some neighbors 
hate for its proposed height 

ter of faith.
“When you bring in a 

casino, everything nega-
tive goes up, crime, gam-
bling addiction,” said Steve 
Zeltser, a Coney Island na-
tive working as a spokesman 
for the Stop the Coney Ca-
sino campaign. “This isn’t 
a Jewish issue, it’s a south 
Brooklyn issue.”

Zeltser admitted the Sep-
hardic Community Federa-
tion got involved because 
many Jews live in nearby 
neighborhoods, but said gam-
bling would only bring crime 
to the area —  as it did near a 
newly opened slots-only ca-
sino in Queens  — and hinder 
the development of anything 
in Coney Island that isn’t a 
pawn shop.

The Sephardic organi-
zation found an anti-casino 
ally in the Russian-Ameri-
can Jewish Experience and 
is hoping the Catholic Dio-

cese of Brooklyn, as well as 
smaller neighborhood con-
gregations, will join forces 
as well.

Zeltser, a former aide to 
Councilmen Mike Nelson 
(D–Brighton Beach) and Lew 
Fidler (D–Sheepshead Bay), 
is also courting politicians. 
Southern Brooklyn electeds 
have also bought in: Assem-
blymen Bill Colton (D–Ben-
sonhurst), Steve Cymbrow-
itz (D–Brighton Beach), and 
Dov Hikind (D–Borough 
Park), along with state Sen. 
Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
have all promised to block 
the casino, which could come 
up in the state legislature as 
early as this month.

Also on board is the Co-
ney Island preservation group 
Friends of the Boardwalk and 
the anti-addiction Safe Foun-
dation.

“We’re building a coali-
tion from Bay Ridge to Ma-

BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More
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on his roof.”
The Die Hipster blogger 

criticized his targets for be-
ing affluent and spoiled, and 
blamed hipsters — or in the 
blog’s parlance “gentrifiers,” 
“transplants,” “trust-funders,” 
and “urban cupcakeologists” 
— for driving up rents.

“It has trickled down the 
borough,” said the now-re-
tired blogger, who frequently 
commented on The Brook-
lyn Paper website (and, ap-
parently, was not a big fan). 
“Why should I pay even 
$50 more a month because 
a bunch of try-hard artists 

and fauxhemians from the 
suburbs of middle America 
want to come here and be 
cool for a few years?”

His mission was to stop 
the wave of gentrification — 
and he tried to do it with out-
right animosity rather than 
persuasion. The blog featured 
a regular item in which he vi-
olently fantasized about en-
countering a token hipster — 
a quail keeper, a unicyclist, 
or some other “culdesacian” 
— and described bludgeon-
ing them to death.

This section was called 
“ today’s hipster beating .”

Despite his aggressive ru-

Pabian has started a peti-
tion to try to keep the Lock 
Yard — formerly the Brid-
geview Locksmith shop — 
from opening, and has al-
ready gotten 29 neighbors 
to endorse the cause.

That list includes Amanda 
Tigio, who echoed Pabian’s 
concerns about noisy new-
comers because her bed-
room windows will look out 
onto the beer-swilling bohe-
mian scene.

“I bet 20-somethings 
would be an even more of 

a late-night crowd, so that 
perpetuates my fears about 
the sound,” said Tigio, who 
is not yet 30 years old herself. 
“I can hear when a buzzing 
alarm goes off next door. I 
can only imagine what this 
is going to be like.”

Others worry that a hip-
ster invasion will, ironically, 
cause a decline in property 
values.

Marisa Falero, who owns a 
home that borders the beer gar-
den and is considering purchas-
ing another adjoining property, 
fears the Lock Yard will hurt 

Ridge and the People’s Play-
ground on the B64, and a re-
newed link between Down-
town and Prospect Park on 
the B48.

Buses will roll during 
more hours of the day on 
the:

• B4: Restoration of full-
time service to Sheepshead 
Bay from Bay Ridge.

• B39: Restoration of day-
time service between Will-
iamsburg and Manhattan.

• B24: Restoration of 
weekend service between 
Williamsburg and Queens.

• B69: Restoration of week-
end service between Down-
town and Kensington.

In addition to Sunday’s 
service spike, the MTA an-
nounced plans to create ad-
ditional routes later this year, 
including a service running 
through the so called “Tech 
Triangle” of Downtown, 
DUMBO, and the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, and a line link-
ing Greenpoint, Williams-
burg, and Queens.

The bus boost comes three 
years after the MTA short-
ened or eliminated numerous 
borough bus routes to cover 

minations against hipsters 
and  occasionally Brooklyn 
Paper   reporters , he was more 
than willing to cooperate with 
this newspaper on this story 
— and responded quickly and 
thoroughly to inquiries.

It’s this type of behav-
ior that led some to question 
whether the man behind Die 
Hipster was truly an anti-hip-
ster activist, or just a dedicated 
internet troll doing his best to 
make Brooklyn angry.

“He was just one long 
anonymous sneer, the pre-
vious generation’s gentri-
fier yelling ineffectually at the 
new kids,” said Clay Shirky, 
an NYU professor of  TED 
Talks fame  and an authority 
on the internet age, noting that 
Die Hipster’s “commitment to 

sorting people into buckets of 
authentic and poser” reeked 
of, well, hipster-ness.

“The only real surprise 
here is that there were any 
posts in 2013 at all.”

Fans of the site say they will 
miss Die Hipster’s perspective 
— even if they didn’t always 
agree with the blog’s tone.

“I’m sad that he won’t be 
posting,” said Bensonhurt 
resident and Park Slope na-
tive Eddie Going, who has 
checked the site daily since he 
discovered it last year. “It was 
creative and it helped shed 
some light on the hipster phe-
nomenon, but I didn’t like that 
he wanted to kill them.”

Die Hipster has racked 
up an impressive 2.7-million 
views according to a counter 
on the site, and the blogger 
grew to become one of the 
borough’s prominent anti-gen-
trification voices — joining 
 infamous Brownstoner.com 
poster “The What”  and some 
regulars on The Brooklyn Pa-
per’s online comments sec-
tion with his non-stop attack 
against new Brooklynites and 
everything they stand for.

But he fell short of  his goal 
to keep hipsters from moving 
south of Prospect Park .

“I thought this website 
would somewhat prevent the 
spread of hipsters into southern 
parts of Brooklyn,” he wrote in 
 a goodbye note on the site , la-
menting an increasingly strong 
presence of bearded folks in 
the Ditmas Park area. “I really 
don’t think they’ll be going 
much further south and if so, 
it’ll be a long, long, long time 
before they thoroughly take 
over places like Dyker, Bay 
Ridge, Borough Park, Benson-
hurst, Gravesend, Sheepshead 
Bay, and Marine Park.”

But he holds little hope that 
his children will grow up to 
see a single Brooklyn neigh-
borhood free of free-range 
fowl and fair-trade coffee.

“In 30 years Brooklyn will 
be one giant flea market un-
der a tent made out of flannel 
and beard hair,” he said. “Us 
natives will be living in the 
sewer tunnels for only $1,200 
a month.”

Continued from page 1

HIPSTERS...

her investments.
“What’s going to happen 

to the value of that house, if 
there’s a beer garden in back 
of it full of drunk people?” 
said Falero.

But the Lock Yard’s owner, 
Tommy Casatelli — the man 
behind popular Third Ave-
nue hangouts Kettle Black 
and Ho’Brah Taco Joint — 
promised that he would con-
tain the commotion, just like 
he does at his current estab-
lishments.

“All I can say is my track 
record with the two places that 
I have now is that we’re good 
neighbors, and I’m going to 
be a good neighbor here too, 
and that’s all there is to it,” 
said Casatelli, who is build-
ing a wall around the yard to 
keep noise in check.

The Lock Yard, which 
Casatelli initially hoped to 
open before the Superbowl, 
suffered a setback when a con-
tractor lost his home in Hurri-
cane Sandy. The watering hole 
is now scheduled to open by the 
end of June. Community Board 
10 voted overwhelmingly to 
support Casatelli’s bid for a 
liquor license, which awaits 
state approval.

Continued from page 1

BAR...

The Pabian family is afraid a planned “hipster beer 
garden” dubbed the Lock Yard will disrupt the 
tranquility they savor in Bay Ridge.
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$93 million in budget cuts, 
citing decreased ridership on 
surface-level transit.

But things have appar-
ently changed since then 
— the transportation pro-
vider will pay for an addi-
tional $29 million per year 
under the new plan.

The newfound cash comes 
from fares and frugality, ac-
cording to the MTA.

“[The service increases] 
are paid for with increased 
revenue generated by addi-
tional ridership on the MTA 
system, as well as savings 
from the MTA’s continued 
rigorous efforts to contain 
costs,” read a press release 
promoting the service im-
provements last summer.

Continued from page 1

BUSES...

rine Park,” said Zeltser.
But there’s one big name 

in Brooklyn politics that’s 
missing from the anti-gam-
bling initiate: Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz.

The Beep is  a big booster 
of the casino plan , which he 

says would be a big win for 
Brooklyn economics and 
pride.

“We already have the built-
in powerhouse branding of 
Brooklyn and Coney Island,” 
he said. “The addition of a ca-
sino would serve as a catalyst 

for further economic devel-
opment and solidify Coney 
Island as the city’s premier 
year-round amusement and 
seaside entertainment desti-
nation. When you really get 
down to it, where else but 
Coney Island?”

but love for its ample below-
market-rate housing.

“We’re new to the neighbor-
hood and eager to make a good 
impression,” said Lombino, 
whose company is behind 
the hip Wythe Hotel in the 
Northside. “We helped build 
the creative scene in DUMBO 
and we’re planning on bring-
ing that legacy to Williams-
burg with us.”

Just a few hours after Two 

Trees announced the project, 
North Brooklyn was buzzing 
with ideas about what to do 
with the vacant lot. 

Dan Lucal said he has 
had his eye on the space for 
a while — and it’s ripe for a 
corn field.

“I like growing corn. It 
grows fast and looks stylish,” 
said Lucal, who would open the 
space up to the public during 
harvest time for corn mazes. 

“It’s art, I guess.”
Filmmaker Ellie Lotan has 

a more conventional idea for 
the site: turning it into a co-
operative office space with a 
garden, a library, and event 
rooms.

“If it were successful, we 
could take it somewhere else 
afterward,” said Lotan. “Build-
ing it with trailers is a great 
idea. There are lot of pop-up 
buildings happening now.”

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A lifelong Carroll Gar-
dens activist can no longer 
afford to stay in her Brown-
stone community — and if 
her neighbors can’t find her 
an apartment on the cheap she 
will be forced to move to Wis-
consin, of all places.

The $500-per-month ar-
rangement that lets Celia 
Maniero Cacace keep her First 
Place apartment will come to 
an end on Jan. 14 when a new 
landlord takes over. Unless a 
miracle-worker can snag an 
inexpensive apartment in an 
increasingly posh area where 

one-bedrooms go for $2,000 
per month, the woman known 
to many as the “mother” of 
Carroll Gardens must shack up 
with her son in the Midwest.

“I’m sad that I’m being 
priced-out of where I was born 
and raised and where I chose 
to stay,” said the widowed 76-
year-old, who spent months 
looking for leads on cheap 
apartments. “I never imag-
ined this would happen.”

The civic leader has never 
lived outside of the area she 
still calls “South Brooklyn,” 
and has resided for the past 12 
years in an apartment where 
she managed to pay far less 
than market-rate because a 

relative owned the building, 
 the Daily News reports .

Cacace wouldn’t get into 
the specifics of the property 
sale and records for the home 
have not been updated since 
2006. But she says the sweet-
heart deal won’t continue — 
so friends are calling in favors 
and trying to raise money to 
keep her from moving 900 
miles west to her son’s home 
in Waterford, Wis.

“Communities are held to-
gether not just by buildings, 
but they’re held together by 
people and culture and memo-
ries and tradition and history,” 
said longtime friend Carolina 
Salguero. “She’s a huge part 

Brooklyn icon needs help
C’Gardens legend loses cheap rent, may be forced to Wisconsin

of that for this place.”
And there sure are a lot of 

memories when it comes to 
Cacace. She served on Com-
munity Board 6 for more than 
20 years and led the push to 
make Valentino Pier a pub-
lic park before she got booted 
from the group because she 

opposed the Atlantic Yards 
project. The Carroll Gardens 
stalwart is so recognizable in 
the community that even chil-
dren know her name.

Pals are throwing Cacace 
a tribute at 3:30 pm on Sun-
day at Mama Maria’s Restau-
rant on Court Street, where 

they hope to find her Brook-
lyn’s equivalent to the Holy 
Grail: a super-cheap apart-
ment. The tribute will likely 
kick off a fund-raiser, con-
sidering that Carroll Gardens 
Neighborhood Association di-
rector Maria Pagano has al-
ready received calls from folks 
eager to donate money.

But for now, Cacace is pre-
paring to say farewell to Car-
roll Gardens next week. She 
has already given her vast col-
lection of community board 
notes, official documents, and 
newspaper clippings to an ar-
chivist.

Carroll Gardens stalwart Celia Cacace will move 
to Wisconsin unless she can find a new affordable 
apartment in her neighborhood.
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By organizing the community around his restaurant, 
Rosenthal, who has done community organizing and 
now works as a consultant for non-profits, may even 
find a much-needed source of initial capital. He is con-
sidering selling shares of the eatery to neighbors for 
$500 or $1,000 apiece.

Ditmas Park nightlife legend Justin Israelson said a res-
taurant could benefit from early community support, but 
cautioned against having too many cooks in the kitchen. 

“When you open up in any neighborhood you want 
to walk around and get feedback from the area … but 
you want to keep it so there is only one person making 
the final decisions,” said Israelson, who opened up Syc-
amore Bar and Flowershop on Cortelyou Road in 2008 
with one partner.

Vegetarian restaurant meeting (757 East 19 St. be-
tween Glenwood Road and Avenue H in Midwood), 
Jan. 14 at 7 pm. Contact Danny Rosenthal at dannyr-
consult@optimum.net.

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

Come Check it Out! 
New Chef, New Menu!! 

THE 

SPOT 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Kid 2nd Floor Entry Fee 
$2.50/child every day,  

 

$5 max fees per family,  
$2.50 waived with  

each $15 food purchase 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

P arents and school of-
ficials from Staten Is-
land voted on Monday 

night to put armed guards in 
the schools of New York’s 
most right-leaning bor-
ough.

The advisory vote by the 
the Island’s Community Ed-
ucation Council answers the 
call of the National Rifle As-
sociation, which also thinks 
the best way to keep kids safe 
from guns is to make sure 
they are “protected” with 
guns.

My question, as a Park 
Slope dad, is “Are we go-
ing far enough?”

Isn’t the real solution to 

Kids, guns, and our schools

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

put a gun in 
the hand of 
every teacher 
and student in 
every school. 
I know tu-
ition and taxes 
would go up, 
but really, what 
other choice is there? 

I relish the idea of my girls 
showing their IDs, going into 
school through an entryway 
much like those in prisons, 
with camera-equipped Plexi-
glas chambers sporting scan-
ners and sentries. Once in-
side, every kid will be issued 
a handgun and holster — en-
suring no one messes with 

them. The gym will be trans-
formed into a shooting range. 
Instead of art or music, self-
defense, hand-to-hand com-
bat, and weapons training 
will be offered.

What chance would a 
crazed madman have against 
15 or 20 armed 10-year-olds 
whose homework is to take 
target practice on their video 

games as a supplement to 
their live ammo training, 
which will be part of their 
first grade curriculum.

And why stop at school? 
My children are vulnerable in 
every venue they go to for any 
activity. I’m sure they could 
dance just as well with a .22 
tucked into their tutu. For soc-
cer they’d wear a holster on 
their back. At pottery class, 
music, karate, and especially 
religious school, guns would 
make my girls safer.

I can hear the doubters 
saying guns in the hands of 
children would be foolish. 
In cafeterias they would yell 
“gunfight” instead of “food 

fight;” disputes over a seat on 
the bus could end in blood-
shed. To them I reply: “I think 
you missed the point. These 
kids would be trained, and 
they would be given the guns 
that only shoot bad guys.”

If only there were such 
a thing.

I cried when I saw the pic-
tures of those children who 
were mercilessly struck down 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School. I know the death of 
my daughter would shatter 
my world in a way that can-
not be repaired.

The events in Newtown, 
and Aurora, and Columbine, 
and Austin, and Iowa City, 

are frightening. I talk to my 
girls about these violent, 
tragic, and random events, 
and I think “How do I want 
them to see the world?” Do 
I want them to be frightened 
of every possible risk and to 
feel confined and restricted 
at every turn?

What made each of those 
beautiful, young children in 
Newtown special was, in 
part, that they were free in 
the world, to dream, to imag-
ine, to play, and to love. That 
is the world I want for my 
children.

That world that cannot ex-
ist with armed guards at ev-
ery door.

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

where aspiring “traceurs” can put in the hard work re-
quired to emulate the efficient movement and amazingly 
acrobatic feats depicted in online videos of the sport.

“Because of YouTube and people’s access to videos, 
they think it’s a lot of stunts,” said Rajoon, who started 
practicing parkour as a teen after he picked up circus 
tumbling and Capoeira, “You start at a fundamental 
level, and once you get that, you can do any of those 
other [stunts].”

 The sport emerged in France during the 1990s and 
spread around the world in the following decade, build-
ing a young and adventurous following — which is not 
so surprising considering top athletes  make the practice 
look like a chase scene from a martial arts flick .

Parkour and the related but even flashier practice of 
“freerunning” got lots of play in movies such as “ Ca-
sino Royale ,”  sneaker deals with major shoemakers , and 
even  a short-lived MTV show  — but until now, the city’s 
tight-knit parkour scene has gotten by practicing out-
doors in public areas.

The Bogart Street gym opened quietly for classes 
last week and will hold a grand opening on Jan. 26. 
There’s a main room with a hardwood floor and pad-
ded mats, a trampoline, obstacles for hurdling and vault-
ing, a curved wall that fans of  the TV program “Ninja 
Warrior”  might recognize, lots of gray paint and graff-
iti murals to create an urban aesthetic, and a foam pit 
that promises soft landings for those brave enough to 
leap from as high as 20 feet above.

The school also offers classes in Capoeira, break-
dancing, and yoga — which share many similarities 
with parkour, according to Rajoon.

“They all have that same fundamental principle of 
using your body to navigate anything and overcome 
obstacles,” he said.

Capoeira instructor and parkour practitioner Aaron 
Anaya says the sport is perfectly safe so long as people 
train wisely and with the right supervision, and noted 
that Bklyn Beast will likely establish a wristband sys-
tem to keep beginners from hurling themselves to the 
floor from the highest platforms like their more ad-
vanced counterparts.

Parkour aficionados such as Richie Rodriguez — 
who has been obsessed with the sport since picking it 
up in 2007 — are bouncing off the walls with excite-
ment about the new gym. 

“I can’t go a day without it,” said Rodriguez. “If I see 
something, I’m going to jump over it. There’s a mon-
key in me.”

Bklyn Beast [230 Bogart St. at Ten Eyck Street in 
Bushwick, bklynbeast.com, (347) 457–6290). Classes 
are $18; 10-class passes are $150; open training ses-
sions are $15. 

though many doubted the 
tale of a dog living on its 
own in the park until Casey 
caught the pooch in May af-
ter it fell ill. 

“At first I thought it was 
an urban myth,” said Milena 
Schmidt, a blogger who runs 
 ABrooklynDogsLife.com . 
“But he’s true. Ghost Dog 
is the stuff of legends.”

Ghost Dog was the sub-

ject of  a movie  (no,  not the 
one with Forest Whitaker ) 
and gained a reputation as 
Prospect Park’s spirit ani-
mal — sometimes with the 
pet name “Prospero.”

Fans  studied the dog’s 
routines  and knew where 
to find — and feed — him 
in the park.

He spent mornings over 
by the Vanderbilt Play-
ground and enjoyed the 

Continued from page 1

PARKOUR...

Continued from page 1

CROWD...

sunset hour near the en-
trance to the Quaker Cem-
etery, where a cadre of people 
who would bring him food, 
said Casey.

Casey claims the pooch 
was feral for four years 
but had at least one previ-
ous owner, evidenced by 
the fact its tail and ears are 
clipped.

That cosmetic work has 
led some to assume the pooch 
escaped from an owner who 
prized fierceness, but Casey 
says Ghost Dog is as friendly 
as Casper.

Continued from page 1

GHOST... “He’s going to make an ex-
cellent dog,” he said. “He is 
very trusting and very loving 
and has no aggression.”

That said, the canine’s 
new owner shouldn’t ex-
pect to bring Ghost Dog to 
Prospect Park anytime soon 
— because he’s more than 
accustomed to the off-leash 
lifestyle.

“I’m hoping that one day 
he’ll be rehabilitated to the 
point where we can walk 
him through the park,” said 
Casey. “He was no dummy 
when he was living there.”

Ghost Dog may be one of 
the borough’s most storied 
canines, but he’s not the only 
famous dog in town. 

Williamsburg German 
Shepherd Cassius  won an 
award in 2010  for its work 
in search and rescue mis-
sions after natural disasters 
in Haiti, Sri Lanka, and New 
Orleans. 

To apply to adopt Ghost 
Dog contact the Sean 
Casey Animal Rescue. [153 
E. Third St. between Fort 
Hamilton Parkway and Ca-
ton Avenue in Kensington, 
(718) 436–5163].

He roamed Prospect 
Park alone for four years, 
now he needs a home.
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