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can play golf for free and reas-
semble their lives without wor-
rying about getting mugged on 
the way to the subway.

“Instead of being stuck in 

some apartment in Brooklyn 
that’s 400-square-foot, [where 
you’re] afraid to go out on the 
street, we’re in the middle 
120,000 acres of national park 

land, and a 71,000 acre lake, and 
the best golf courses in the coun-
try,” said Trupp, who claims his 
typical rate of $99 a day —$3,069 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

PARK PLANS HIT A WALL
Velodrome is out Rock climbing in!
By Eli Rosenberg 
and Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The wheels have stopped on a philan-
thropist’s lofty plan to bring an indoor 
bike track to Brooklyn Bridge Park be-
cause the project cannot be built within 
the $50-million budget.

Park officials say the proposed cy-
cling facility and recreation center, 
dubbed the Fieldhouse, required more 

cash than the massive sum velodrome 
mastermind Joshua Rechnitz wanted 
to hand over in what would have been 
the largest donation to a park in Brook-
lyn’s history.

“Despite months of hard work and 
assessment by the leadership of the 
Fieldhouse, it has become clear that the 
project in Brooklyn Bridge Park is not 
financially viable,” said a spokeswoman 

This will never happen in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, now that a plan 
to build a velodrome has col-
lapsed.

Brooklyn Bridge Park will become 
a local crag for borough rock 
climbers under a new plan that 
calls for a bouldering wall.

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Hey rock climbers, get a hold of 
this new plan to build a public boul-
dering wall as part of a big expansion 
to Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Park planners want a 10–12-foot 
wall to rise beneath the Manhattan 
Bridge at Plymouth and Washington 
streets, giving borough climbers a free 
practice facility where they can per-

fect their technique by working their 
way up short, challenging routes with-
out ropes in a form of the sport called 
bouldering.

DUMBO neighbors cheered the 
newly unveiled plan for the next sec-
tion of Brooklyn Bridge Park, which 
also calls for increasing lawn space, 
relocating a dog run, and creating an 
entry plaza to the greenspace.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Let there be organic lentils!
Politically conscious North 

Brooklyn foodies have formed 
the Willypoint Food Co-op — 
a nascent members-only shop-
ping club that aims to bring fair 

trade fare at fair prices to shop-
pers sick of grungy supermarkets 
and hip-but-costly grocers.

“There’s a limited choice in 
terms of organic and sustainable 
food,” said Aurore Ballengee, a 
co-op organizer who currently 
gets her food from the grocery 

delivery service Fresh Direct. 
“Everywhere I look, it’s a lot 
of processed food.”

So far, the group has made one 
bulk produce purchase as a buy-
ing club — helping six customers 
stock up on rice, beans, and len-

W’burg plots co-op
Team wants organic fare in North Brooklyn

Willypoint Food Co-op member Ryan Watson, Kim Wong and Aurore Balengee hope 
to supply the foodies of North Brooklyn with fresh, affordable comestibles.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Ordering a bloody Mary isn’t 
the only way to get some veg-
gies in a bar.

The new Bushwick Avenue 
bar the Tradesman will open up 
its patio to a farmer’s market this 
spring, allowing Brooklynites 
to get everything they need to 
make a vodka sauce while get-
ting sauced on vodka.

“For a lot of young people, the 
bar is where they lead a lot of 
their lives,” said bar co-owner 
Larissa Varges. “It’s a part of 
the community and we want 
to play a role in that commu-
nity — not just help get peo-
ple wasted.”

As crops start coming into 
season, the Tradesman will work 
with Blooming Hill Farms, an or-

... and bar plots a 
farmer’s market

Larissa Varges plans to of-
fer a farmers market at her 
bar this spring.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Hurricane Sandy–displaced 
Brooklynites should trade in their 
tiny homes and dangerous, urban 
lifestyles for a taste of Southern 
hospitality, says a South Caro-
lina resort owner who wants to 
rent out rooms at his place for 
about $21 a day.

Hans Trupp of Savannah Lakes 
Resort and Marina in bucolic Mc-
Cormick County thinks hard-hit 
boroughites should spend their 
government-issued recovery 
money taking it easy at his de-
luxe, Dixieland resort, where they 

Safe in Dixie 
Carolina resort owner offers 
a deal for Sandy victims

Austin Trupp (at left) and his father are offering Sandy-
battered Brooklynites resort-style living for motel prices 
at their South Carolina lodge.
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By Jaime Lutz
for The Brooklyn Paper

The debut of a new coffeeshop has 
ended Prospect Lefferts Gardens’ caf-
feine withdrawal — but that hasn’t 
stopped the jitters for the area’s long-

suffering coffee snobs.
Tugboat Tea Company is the lat-

est place to offer locally sourced java 
to residents of the slowly gentrify-
ing community who are still yearning 

Pour track record
Zandile Blay and Jacqueline Cooper toast the Tugboat Tea Com-
pany — the latest cafe to open in Prospect Lefferts Gardens.
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New cafe gives unlucky Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens another shot

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Steve’s Authentic Key Lime 
Pies will relocate after Hurri-
cane Sandy slammed the Red 
Hook sweet shop — but the 
waterfront stalwart won’t leave 
the neighborhood, come hell or 
high water.

Instead, Steve Tarpin will 
move his pie-making plant and 
retail shop 600 feet away from 
Pier 41 to Pier 40, where he 
will bolster his defenses to be 
ready the next time a super-
storm strikes.

“The idea is to be more pre-
pared so that we will be able 
to deal with flooding in such a 
way that causes less damage,” 
said owner of the 12-year-old 
namesake business.

The famed shop will still 
have a Van Dyke Street ad-
dress, but the move will more 
than double the size of the shop, 
making production more practi-
cal and giving cooks a roomier 
in-house bakery, said Tarpin.

The baker always wanted to 

The key to survival
Moving is solution for Red Hook piemaker

expand his wholesale and retail 
operations, but it wasn’t until 
Sandy struck that he acted on 
his pie dream.

“Hurricane Sandy just rear-
ranged everything for everyone,” 
said the pie maestro whose in-

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

Steve Tarpin is relocating his Van Dyke Street pie busi-
ness just 600 yards away to Pier 40.

SALEJanuary
Liquidation

January 10th - 22nd (Thursday-Tuesday)

HURRY! SALE ENDS Tues, Jan 22ndPLUS
¾” Solid

Prefinished 
Hardwood 

from

$2.69
Use coupon code JANDHTQ20 at checkout

sq.ft.

18 Months
Special Financing*

On purchases of $2000 or more. Qualifying 
purchases must be made with your Lumber 
Liquidators credit card from January 
10-22, 2013. Minimum monthly payments 
required. Subject to credit approval.

Easy Click Vinyl+
20% OFF

12mm Laminates
(OUR THICKEST & BEST)

^ 132 Saw Mill River Rd 
Yonkers 
(914) 595-1411

32-32 49th St 
LI City 
(347) 527-7664

30 E 18th St 
New York 
(212) 352-1111

64 12th St 
Brooklyn 
(347) 756-4215

24 Kinkel St 
Westbury 
(516) 874-2033

95 Delancey St 
New York 
(347) 286-7552

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A developer has the green-light 
to put up a skyscraper on a mar-
quee spot right next to the Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank building 
— but the builder wants to fill the 
tower with nearly double the per-
missible amount of housing.

Two Trees Management Co. 
needs the city to sign off on its 
plan to put 300 apartments in-
side  the proposed 32-story tower , 
dedicating about 86 percent of 
floor space to residences when 
current zoning only allows a max 
of about 53 percent.

The development company 
claims putting about 300,000 
square feet of apartments above 
50,000 square feet of commercial 
space and cultural offerings — in-
cluding three Brooklyn Academy 
of Music theaters, a new home for 
the Pacific Branch of the Brook-
lyn Public Library, and a rehearsal 
space managed by 651 Arts — 

Looking for apartments
Two Trees seeks zoning change for more housing near BAM

To make this a reality, the developer Two Trees Manage-
ment Co. needs permission to construct nearly double the 
number of apartments currently permitted at the gateway 
to the BAM Cultural District.

is a far better proposal than the 
tallest possible structure it could 
build without a zoning change, 
which would set aside about 
152,000 square feet for arts and 
commercial tenants and 171,000 
square feet for housing.

“Our design is respectful of 
surrounding buildings and is a 
great improvement on what you 
could develop as-of-right,” said 
David Lombino, the director of 
special projects for Two Trees.

But some neighbors are wary of 
the design by Mexican starchitect 
Enrique Norten and the increase 
in residential tenants, favoring  a 
previous Two Trees plan  for the 
site at the gateway to the BAM 
Cultural District — currently 
a parking lot bounded by Flat-
bush Avenue, Hanson Place, and 
Lafayette Avenue — that called 
for 180 apartments and triple the 
space for arts groups and com-
mercial tenants. 
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See VELODROME  on page 13 See ROCK  on page 14

See HOUSING  on page 14

See CO-OP  on page 13

See MARKET  on page 14 See CAROLINA  on page 13

See COFFEE  on page 13 See PIE  on page 14

Neighbors of the Greenpoint Reformed Church on 
Milton Street are upset that it secretly opened a 
10-bed homeless shelter.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A new homeless shelter 
is making a mess of Green-
point, claim a handful of an-
gry residents wary of their 
new neighbors and upset with 
the church that’s offering des-
titute men a place to spend 
the night.

Frustrated neighbors of 
Milton Street’s Greenpoint 

Reformed Church claim they 
are now dealing with late-
night catcalls and sidewalk 
landmines of urine, feces, and 
vomit due to the 10-bed shel-
ter, which quietly opened in 
November.

“I’m not happy about it,” 
said Barbara Kulpa, who lives 
behind the church on Noble 
Street. “This church is bring-

Shelter storm
Greenpoint neighbors blast 
church for homeless haven

See PIE  on page 13
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Don’t let ringing 
in the ears hold 

you back.
Audiology Affiliates

has the solution.

If you are one of the 50 million people who suffer from 
tinnitus, also known as ringing in the ears, you know that 
finding relief is critical to your well-being.

At Audiology Affiliates we carry a line of Siemens hearing aids 
that have a special tinnitus control feature to help alleviate your 
stress and tension and provide a more peaceful state of mind.

The Siemens portfolio features tiny, nearly invisible hearing aids 
and even a waterproof, dustproof and sweat proof hearing aid.

Test Drive & Education Event
FREE SCREENINGS AND TRIALS AT OUR OPEN HOUSES

Appointments required! Please call today!

(718) 875-3131

Copyright © 2012 Siemens Hearing Instruments, Inc. All rights reserved. 10/12 SHI/13714

SPECIAL OFFER

Get $300 credit
For your used hearing aids OR 

FREE Wireless Accessory Package
If you are a new client. Offer expires Jan 31, 2013

Quality
Hearing
Instruments

Dennis Kisiel, PHD, Director
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 6A, Brooklyn Heights 

Siemens Ace  
in hand.
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BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY

© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2013. Printed in USA. 

Not all products available at IKEA Home 
Shopping. We apologize for, but will not be 
bound by or responsible for, any errors in our 
advertisements. See IKEA store for country 
of origin information.

Kitchen offer valid January 19 - February 19, 
2013, only at IKEA Brooklyn, IKEA Elizabeth, 
IKEA Long Island, IKEA New Haven and IKEA 
Paramus. Must be a member of IKEA FAMILY 
to be eligible for kitchen offer. Includes free-
standing kitchens, AKURUM cabinets, fronts, 
cover panels, moldings, drawers, hinges, 
countertops, knobs and handles, appliances, 
sinks, faucets, RATIONELL interior organizers 
and FASTBO wall panels. 

cut along dotted line

Get $25 off 
of ANY $250 purchase!

Bring this coupon to your IKEA store to get $25 off a purchase of $250 or more— hurry in, this offer won’t last long!

BP
Coupon valid until February 19, 2013. Limit one per person, per transaction, per day. Home furnishings purchase amount must be $250 before tax. Coupon must be given to cashier at checkout. 
No photocopies of this coupon accepted. No cash value. One discount per customer. Not valid on previous purchases. Offer valid only at IKEA Brooklyn, IKEA Elizabeth, IKEA Long Island and IKEA Paramus. 
Offer not valid at IKEA Home Shopping.

•  IKEA Brooklyn

• IKEA Elizabeth

• IKEA Long Island

• IKEA New Haven

• IKEA Paramus

RAMSJÖ kitchen
Starting at

$1799*

Based on a 10'×10' kitchen

IKEA New Haven
IKEA-USA.com/new_haven

IKEA Long Island 
IKEA-USA.com/long_island

IKEA Paramus Open 
every day except Sunday. 
IKEA-USA.com/paramus

IKEA Elizabeth Only 3.5% sales tax. 
Free shuttle from Manhattan. 
IKEA-USA.com/elizabeth

IKEA Brooklyn For information 
on public transportation options, 
please visit IKEA-USA.com/brooklyn

SPEND $3500 
or more
SAVE 10%

SPEND $4500 
or more
SAVE 20%

Save up to
 20%
on a kitchen 

AKURUM kitchen with RAMSJÖ red-brown doors and drawer fronts $6679 as shown Stained, clear lacquered solid beech/beech veneer. 
Shown with TYDA handles. Requires assembly. AKURUM cabinets have a 25-year limited warranty. See IKEA store or IKEA-USA.com for details. 
*See IKEA store for 10'×10' layout details. The total price includes cabinets, fronts, interior shelving, drawer and door dampers, hinges, toekicks, 
legs, visible moldings and panels. Your choice of countertops, sinks, faucets, knobs and handles, appliances and lighting are sold separately.

Whether it’s soft-close drawers and cabinets or granite countertops, now you can 
get the features you want at a price you can afford! Plus, take advantage of our 

convenient services, from measuring to installation and more!

Take back your home in 2013 
with great savings!

WILLIAMSBURGH  
CONSTRUCTION CORP.

241 Leonard St., Brooklyn, NY 11211

T. (718) 569-0089     
F. (718) 554-1796

www.williamsburghconstruction.com
Serving the NY metro area since 1996

Residential and Commercial

Free Estimates - Call & Save
Competitive Prices and Quality Workmanship

Licensed and fully insured

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

She’s going away — but 
she won’t be forgotten.

Longtime Carroll Gar-
dens activist Celia Mani-
ero Cacace moved to Wis-
consin on Tuesday because 
she could no longer afford to 
live in her now-posh neigh-
borhood — but those sad cir-
cumstances didn’t stop the 
community’s movers and 
shakers from throwing her 
the best South Brooklyn gala 
in ages.

Nearly 100 attendees hon-
ored the 76-year-old in a sen-
timental bash on Sunday at 
Mama Maria’s Restaurant 
on Court Street, calling the 
civic leader the “voice” of the 
neighborhood and many peo-
ple’s “second mom.

“I’ve been thinking of it 
as not a goodbye, but as a 
see you soon,” said Commu-
nity Board 6 district manager 
Craig Hammerman. “We’re 
here because Celia brought us 
all together and that’s really 
what she does best.” 

Neighbors were shocked 

So long, Celia
Her going away party is the South 
Brooklyn social event of mid-January

gave Cacace a personalized 
proclamation recognizing her 
service. “I can’t think of an 
event in Carroll Gardens in 
which Miss Cacace was not 
there and present and loud 
and assertive.”

Borough President 
Markowitz didn’t attend the 
party, but his office gave Ca-
cace a proclamation thanking 
the activist for her community 
service — a big surprise con-
sidering the Beep booted her 
from CB6 years ago because 
she opposed the Atlantic Yards 
mega-development.

Carroll Gardens natives 
who came to the party to make 
their teary-eyed goodbye-for-
nows said Cacace leaves a 
void in the neighborhood.

“She’s going to be tre-
mendously missed,” said 
Joan D’Amico, who runs 
the 74-year-old D’Amico 
Foods on Court Street. “Ce-
lia is Brooklyn. She has kept 
this neighborhood alive all of 
her life. It won’t be the same 
without her.”

Cacace was “over-
whelmed” by the outpour-
ing of emotion from appre-
ciative neighbors and says she 
wishes she could stay put.

“I don’t want to go,” she 
said. “I’m sad I’m leaving 
Brooklyn. As much as this 
place changed, it’s still my 
home.”

to learn Cacace lost her 
$500-per-month First Place 
apartment after her niece 
sold the building — and were 
stunned to find out that the 
two-decade CB6 veteran 
would be forced to shack up 
with her son in the rural Mid-
west if she couldn’t find an-
other sweetheart deal.

Big-hearted Brooklynites 

offered to donate money and 
even single rooms in their 
apartments to Cacace, but there 
was nothing practical or cheap 
enough in the now-gentrified 
area, where one-bedrooms go 
for $2,000 per month.

Cacace departed for her 
son Robert’s two-acre river-
side home in Waterford, Wis. 
on Tuesday, but the search 

for a bargain will continue, 
say members of the “Bring 
Celia Back from Wisconsin” 
campaign.

“It is our sincere hope that 
whatever we collect she will 
use to come back,” said Car-
roll Gardens Neighborhood 
Association director Maria 
Pagano, who plans to open 
a bank account to hold any 

funds raised for Cacace.
The tribute party brought 

out old friends and politicians, 
who remember Cacace for her 
hard-hitting, five-part ques-
tions at meetings.

“There are some people 
in our community who are 
the community,” said As-
semblywoman Joan Mill-
man (D–Cobble Hill), who 

Longtime friends Carolina Salguero (left) and Community Board 6 district manager Craig Hammerman 
helped throw the tribute party in Celia Cacace’s honor.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s not the Hamptons — 
but it will still cost you about 
$175 per night.

 The borough’s first Hamp-
ton Inn  is under construction 
on Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion — and the Kansas-based 
hotel developers behind the 
lodge claim it will be the per-
fect (and perfectly priced) 
home away from home for 
business travelers and tour-
ists alike.

“It’s a site that we feel will 
lend itself well to a hotel,” said 
Greg Epp, director of opera-
tions of the development firm 
 LodgeWorks , which will build 
and manage the 13- story, 117-
room hotel, slated to open in 
June 2014. 

Epp said that the location 
near Tillary Street by the 

Manhattan Bridge entrance 
ramp is ideal because of its 
close “proximity to Man-
hattan, the MetroTech Cen-
ter, all of the business there, 
and the opening of the Bar-
clays Center.”

Hampton Inn is affili-
ated with Hilton hotels, but 
don’t expect concierges, eat-
in restaurants, or other lux-
ury trappings — but there 
will be free wireless inter-
net to appeal to the mix of 
“corporate business and lei-
sure travelers” who visit the 
county of Kings. 

The multi-toned brick ho-
tel will join  a string of new 
inns on nearby Duffield 
Street  including Aloft, Ho-
tel Indigo, and the Sheraton 
Hotel, which sprouted up in 
the thriving commercial area 
over the past two years.

INN IS IN
Hampton Inn is the latest 
hotel opening Downtown 

It might sound like a ho-
tel boom, but famed real 
estate broker Chris Havens 
says Brooklyn remains 
largely “under-served” for 
lodging. 

“It’s very important that 
we get more,” said Havens, 
who added that the develop-
ment of the new Hampton 
Inn is a plus for travelers and 
Brooklynites alike. 

To fit in with its hip new 
neighbors, the Hampton 
Inn will give the Down-
town branch a Brooklyn-
style makeover. That means 
travelers can say goodbye to 
the classic room and lobby 
art, which depicts fields or a 
tree, and be on the lookout for 
more urbane offerings.

“It will have a Brooklyn 
appeal to it,” Epps said. “We 
didn’t want to build a proto-
type — we thought it would 
better serve the area to have 
something a little special.”

And that’s not the only 
big hotel news in the bor-
ough: the obscure-but-pow-
erful Board of Standards and 
Appeals  approved a plan  
last week to turn Montague 
Street’s Bossert Hotel  back 
into a hotel .

A Hampton Inn is coming to Flatbush Avenue 
Extension — and the 13-story, 117-room lodging 
place might look something like this rendering.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 o

f L
o

d
g

ew
o

rk
s



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25004  AWP  January 18–24, 2013

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

You may qualify for help paying your home heating costs — 
even if you rent. The Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) offers grants on a first-come, first-served basis to 
those who truly need help. For more information, call the 
NYC Human Resources Administration at 1-800-692-0557 
today.

If you are not eligible for HEAP, National Grid can help with 
other ways to manage your bills. Visit nationalgridus.com 
or call 1-718-643-4050.

The warmth you need is just a 

phone call away. National Grid 
is ready to help with your 
winter heating bills.

$75/MONTH
FOR YOUNG ADULTS AGES 16–29 & 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AGES 30–39

AQUATICS, YOGA, SQUASH, WALLYBALL 
ZUMBA, BOXING, SPORTS CONDITIONING  
RACQUETBALL, GROUP FITNESS CLASSES 
STUDIO CYCLING, PILATES, MARTIAL ARTS
PERSONAL TRAINING, CARDIO, SAUNAS 
STEAM ROOMS, & SPA

SPECIAL REDUCED INITIATION FEE IS $49. THIS OFFER IS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY AND IS NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
MONTHLY DUES ARE DEDUCTED ELECTRONICALLY. THIS MEMBERSHIP HAS NO EXPIRATION DATE, BUT CAN BE CANCELLED 
AT ANY TIME. NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL LOCATIONS. PHOTO ID REQUIRED.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

TIME CHANGE FOR THE 
GOWANUS CANAL SUPERFUND SITE

PUBLIC MEETING

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency invites you to 
attend a public meeting to discuss its Proposed Plan to address 

contamination at the GOWANUS CANAL Superfund site in 
Brooklyn, NY.

Meetings will be held on:

Wednesday, January 23, 2013
from 6:30 – 9:00 PM

(PLEASE NOTE THE TIME CHANGE)
at the

P.S. 58, the Carroll School 
330 Smith Street

Carroll Gardens, Brooklyn
  

Thursday, January 24, 2013 
from 7:00 – 9:00 PM 

at the 
Joseph Miccio Community Center

110 West 9th Street
Red Hook, Brooklyn

(Simultaneous Spanish translation available)

Representatives from EPA will present the Proposed Plan to 
address contamination at the Gowanus Canal and will also receive 
formal public comments.  The comment period for the Gowanus 

Canal Proposed Plan closes on March 28, 2013.

To learn more about the meetings you can contact Natalie Loney, 
EPA’s Community Involvement Coordinator for the Gowanus Canal 
at 212-637-3639 or 1-800-346-5009 or visit our website at www.

epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/gowanus.

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

A goon sexually assaulted 
a woman and tried to steal 
her phone as she left the Lo-
rimer Street L train station 
on Jan. 13. 

The woman told police that 
she on a stairway at the inter-
section of Lorimer Street and 
Metropolitan Avenue at 2:35 
am when the creep grabbed 
her buttocks and then tried 
to touch her vagina. 

She fought the man off 
and fell to the ground, and 
he then snatched her cell-
phone, which she managed 
to grab back. The assailant 
ran away and the woman suf-

fered a swollen knee and nu-
merous cuts and bruises, po-
lice said.  

Three times
A shady character walked 

into two houses on N. Fourth 
Street and one on Roebling 
Street in a half-hour period 
on Jan. 10 — scaring and an-
noying the residents. 

The victims told police 
that the man, who appeared 
to be about 20 years old, first 
walked into an apartment be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues at 2 pm. When he 
saw a woman in the apart-
ment, he left. 

Witnesses said the weirdo 
then walked into a another 
man’s apartment in the same 

building, but left when he saw 
that someone was home.

The man then entered an 
apartment on Roebling Street 
between N. Eighth and N. 
Ninth streets and encoun-
tered a tenant coming out 
of a bedroom.

“I was going to meet my 
friend here,” the perp said be-
fore fleeing, cops said.  

All three of the residents 
told police that their doors 
were unlocked.  

Bottle serviced
A 51-year-old woman was 

arrested after she allegedly 
cracked her friend in the 
head with a bottle on Jack-
son Street on Jan. 7. 

The 34-year-old victim 

Creep gropes commuter at Lorimer L stop
told police that she was ar-
guing with her friend be-
tween Leonard Street and 
Manhattan Avenue at 1:35 
am when the older woman 
hit her.

The younger woman suf-
fered a cut on the head and 
the older woman was charged 
with assault.  

Trio busted
Three men were arrested 

for possession of 50 bags of 
heroin after police responded 
to an alleged fight between a 
man and his under-aged girl-
friend on Jackson Street on 
Dec. 26. 

A 16-year-old girl called 
police to a house between 
Debevoise and Kingsland 
avenues at midnight, say-
ing her much-older boy-
friend had punched her, ac-
cording to cops. 

When police tried to arrest 
the man, two of his friends 
tried to intervene. But cops 
searched them and found the 
baggies, officials reported. 
The boyfriend was charged 
with rape, and the other two 
were charged with obstruc-
tion of justice. All three face 
charges of drug possession. 

Pen is mighty
An argument over some 

pens on Bedford Avenue on 
Jan. 10 turned vicious when 
one combatant decided to use 
one of them as a weapon. 

A 15-year-old student told 
police that he was arguing 
with a 15-year-old classmate 
about pens at a school be-
tween N. 12th and Lorimer 
streets at 12:50 pm when he 
decided to punch the class-
mate. 

The two students fell on 
the ground and the student 
punched his classmate sev-
eral more times. The class-
mate then retaliated by stab-
bing the student with a pen, 
causing a two-inch deep gash, 
according to police.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

A hooded mugger decked 
a woman in the face for 
her Gucci purse and other 
goods on Eighth Avenue on 
Jan. 13.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops that she was near 
13th Street at 12:25 pm when 
the tattooed perp punched her 
— splitting her lip — and 
pulled her hair. The suspect 
made off with the victim’s 
handbag, two dresses, and 
a car key.

Big heist
A band of perps jacked 

more than $100,000 of jew-
elry from a woman’s Union 
Street apartment on Jan. 
11.

The 30-year-old victim 
told police that the robbers 
broke into the house be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues through a rear window 
sometime between 8:30 am 
and 9 pm.

The crooks made off with 
a 24-karat Patek Philippe 
wristwatch, a pair of gold 
Tiffany earrings, an emer-
ald ring, and a green-quartz 
ring.

A neighbor who lives in 
the apartment one floor be-
low the burglarized abode, 
told cops that he heard move-
ment upstairs from around 
6:45 to 7 pm.

Designer duds
A sneaky bandit stole 

high-end, designer goods 
from a chain store on At-
lantic Avenue on Jan. 10.

Surveillance footage 
showed the perp walk into 
the store near Atlantic Av-
enue at 4:13 pm, remove a 
Gucci tote bag, Prada tote 
bag, Gucci satchel, and an 
additional Gucci item from 
the shelf, put the goods in a 
shopping cart, and saunter 
into the bathroom.

The thief somehow got 
past store employees and 
made off with the pricey mer-
chandise 45 minutes later.

Pilfered at bar
An opportunist thief made 

off with a woman’s wallet 
at a bar on Union Street on 
Jan. 13.

The 23-year-old victim 
told cops that she exited the 
bar between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues at 3:30 am and re-
alized 20 minutes later that 
she had left her green wal-
let, containing her debit card 
and cash, at the bar. 

The perp made off with $30 
and bought a 30-day Metro-
Card for $104 with the victim’s 
debit card, police said.

Bad breaks
A bandit stole a bunch of 

wares, including diabetes med-
ication, from a woman’s un-
locked car parked in an Atlan-
tic Avenue lot on Jan. 13.

The 46-year-old victim 

told police that she parked 
her black Dodge in the lot 
near Flatbush Avenue at 1:30 
pm and when she returned 
30 minutes later her credit 
cards, checkbook, diabetes 
medication, $140, the key to 
an additional car, her hand-
bag, and a wedding and en-
gagement ring set were all 
missing.

Sneaky thief
A crook looted a man’s 

12th Street apartment on 
Jan. 7.

The 31-year-old victim 
told police that he left his 
apartment between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues at 8:20 am 
to head to work. When he re-
turned home nearly 12 hours 
later, his bedroom drawers 
were open and $500 in cash 
was missing, along with two 
iPods, an American Express 
gift card, 350 euros, and a 
jewelry box holding 17 dif-
ferent pieces.

The victim told cops that 
all of his doors and windows 
were locked when he returned 
— and that multiple friends 
and family members have 
keys to the apartment.
 — Natalie Musumeci

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Boxed in
A couple of teenage ill-do-

ers robbed a man on Lafay-
ette Avenue on Jan. 8.

The victim told cops that 
he was at St. Felix Street at 
4:30 pm when the crooks ap-
proached him.

“What’s in the box?” one 
of them asked, before follow-
ing up with a query about 
what was in his pocket. 

A thief then reached into 
the victim’s pocket, took out 
his wallet, and stole $15, po-
lice said. 

Face time
A pack of men attacked a 

woman on Washington Av-
enue on Jan. 9, and ran off 
with her phone. 

The 29-year-old victim 
said she was between Gates 
and Greene avenues at 10:15 
pm when she passed a pack 
of men.

That’s when one of the 
crooks hit her in the face, 
knocking her down. They 

took her phone and fled.

Phone gone
A knife-wielding ban-

dit stole a teenager’s cell-
phone on Atlantic Avenue 
on Jan. 10.

The 16-year-old victim 
told cops he was at Cumber-
land Street at 7:20 pm when 
he was approached by three 
men. One of them took out a 
knife and grabbed his smart-
phone.

Wrong headed
Two crooks took a pair of 

headphones from a woman 
on Washington Avenue on 
Jan. 12.

The 25-year-old victim 
told cops she was at Wil-
loughby Avenue at 11:35 pm 
when the duo approached her, 
and one of them snatched the 
device. After she gave chase, 
they turned around and ran 
at her, making threatening 
motions before fleeing, ac-
cording to police. 

Fisti-punch
Police arrested two peo-

ple who allegedly tried to rob 
a man on Waverly Avenue 
on Jan. 12. 

The 38-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
Myrtle and Willoughby av-
enues at 11:20 pm when the 
two approached him and de-
manded his cash.

“Stop and give me all your 
money,” one of the assail-
ants said. 

The victim started to scream 
for help, and the crooks be-
gan to punch him, according to 
cops. The victim started fight-
ing back and the pair fled with-
out getting any money. 

Tile riled
An identity thief stole mer-

chandise from a materials de-
pot on Steuben Street back 
on Nov. 26.

The victim told cops that 

a man called and placed an 
order with the business be-
tween Flushing Avenue and 
Williamsburg Place for 2,000 
tiles at 1:55 pm, and faxed 
over some credit card infor-
mation. 

After the tiles were deliv-
ered, the victim was informed 
by the credit card company 
that the card had been used 
fraudulently. 

Quick question
A crook robbed an elderly 

woman on Greene Avenue 
on Jan. 12. 

The 67-year-old victim 
told cops she was getting 
the mail from the front of 
her house at Cambridge Place 
at 2:09 pm when a stranger 
walked up to her and asked 
her how she was doing.

“Are you alright?” the 
crook said.

The thief then went from 
pleasantries to pillaging, tear-
ing through the victim’s 
pockets. He took $10. 

Pursed
A purse-snatcher made 

off with a woman’s hand-
bag on Clermont Avenue 
on Jan. 13.

The 65-year-old woman 
was walking near the corner 
of Willoughby Avenue at 6 
pm when a man grabbed her 
purse and ran away.

whyPhone
Two crooks snatched an 

iPhone at the Clinton-Wash-
ington train station on Jan. 
13.

The 23-year-old victim 
told investigators that she 
was riding the C train at 6:40 
pm when two men grabbed 
the gadget.

She chased the assailants 
out of the train station at Ful-
ton Street and to Atlantic Av-
enue, where she lost sight of 
the swift criminals. 
 — Eli Rosenberg
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A WAY OF LIFE
EFFICIENCY

1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

Join the thousands of 
New Yorkers who have 

reduced their energy
use, gotten millions of 
dollars in rebates and 

incentives, and helped 
the environment.

GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.
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Rising waters
When the world hits rock bottom, the inter-

vention will come in musical form.
Performance artist Cynthia Hopkins will sing 

for the ailing Earth at a 
show that takes a “This 
is Your Life” look at the 
environmental crisis, 
mixing theater, docu-
mentary film, and music 
to spread awareness and 
inspire activism about 
the planet’s sad state.

Hopkins, whose show 
“This Clement Word” is 
coming to DUMBO’s St. 

Ann’s Warehouse, came up with the idea for the 
performance while on a boat.

On stage, Hopkins is in the middle of a voy-
age at sea when she encounters several charac-
ters — all of which she plays, including a Native 
American ghost and a person from future. She 
also performs as a newly arrived space alien.

“An Inconvenient Truth” it is not — but she 
hopes to make climate change something the-
ater-goers will leave talking about.

“This Clement World” at St. Ann’s Ware-
house [29 Jay St. between John and Plym-
outh streets in DUMBO, (718) 254–8779, 
stannswarehouse.org]. Starting Feb. 5, 8 pm, 
$30–$45. — Danielle Furfaro

P E R F O R M A N C E

Heroin’s a hell of a drug.
It has also been a lifestyle for many New 

Yorkers and a muse for some, as evident by 
the anthology “Heroin Chronicles,” a compi-
lation of stories from authors such as Nathan 
Larson who will speak at Word bookstore in 
Greenpoint on one of 
the most romantic and 
dangerous drugs to in-
fluence the American 
culture.

Contributing to the 
drug’s allure was a star-
studded cast of literary 
and musical legends, 
whose experience with 
the opiate, for better or 
worse, was inextricably linked to the art that 
Larson had come to admire, he said.

“I grew up with all of these heroes who 
were heroin addicts, guys like Lou Reed, Jim 
Caroll, and William Borroughs,” Larson said. 
“There’s a romance to the whole thing, a liter-
ary romance. The only problem is, you can’t 
really write anything on heroin.”

Authors who contributed to the “Heroin 
Chronicles” at Word bookstore [126 Frank-
lin St. between Milton and Noble streets in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, wordbrooklyn.
com] Jan. 23, 7 pm.  — Colin Mixson

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he new Miss America lives in Wind-
sor Terrace, DieHipster.com is dead, 
and now a contortionist gets ready for 

her big interpretation of Kurt Vonnegut’s 
“Slaughterhouse-Five” — and so it goes 
in Brooklyn.

The Bushwick Book Club has an unorth-
odox approach, with its musically minded 
members choosing to tackle tomes in tune. 
So you can trust us when we say that when 
the group analyzes the great Vonnegut’s 
most famous novel, there’s going to be a 
twist.

Actually, lots of them.
That’s because the latest addition to the 

club isn’t a crooner — she’s a 58-year old 
contortionist.

Amazing Amy, a frontbend contortion-
ist — a performer who can curve her body 
forward at the hips — will enact feats of 
freaky flexibility while musicians play songs 
crafted from Vonnegut’s darkly funny novel 
about a time-traveling World War II vet-
eran who suffers from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. 

She hopes to interpret the words and 
music through her contortions.

“The book is about World War II and 
patriotism being turned into cynicism and 
the tragedy of war,” said Amy. 

“So I will wear red, white and blue sequins 
and parody certain patriotic gestures.”

This is the fourth new year that the club 
has kicked off with a Vonnegut book. 

In past years, the group has sang about 
“Cats Cradle,” “Sirens of Titan,” and “God 
Bless You, Mrs. Rosewater.” And the event 
will be held at Goodbye Blue Monday, which 
is named after the secondary title of Von-
negut’s book “Breakfast of Champions.” 

The return to these American classics 
is a sign of the author’s lasting influence, 
says Sarah Hwang, a songwriter and the 
book club’s main organizer.

“Because of how Vonnegut’s books re-
flect his worldview and thinking about life 
in general, the songs usually end up becom-
ing a permanent part of my repertoire,” 
said Hwang.

And choosing Vonnegut isn’t just fun for 
the singers — he has lots of fans as well.

“They are pretty consistently popular 
books,” she said. “We’re making new T-
shirts that feature Tralfamadorians. Peo-
ple love it.”

A Tralfamadorian is, of course, a Von-

negutian alien being whose body is shaped 
like a plunger, with a hand for a head, and 
a single eye peering out from the palm — 
great for prints apparently.

So it goes.

The Bushwick Book Club at Goodbye 
Blue Monday [1087 Broadway between 
Lawton and Dodworth streets in Bush-
wick, (718) 453–6343 bushwickbookclub.
com]. Jan. 23, 8 pm.

High and low
R E A D I N G

Radner reruns
To help remind us that “it’s always some-

thing,” Williamsburg screening room Videol-
ogy will show a retrospective of comedian Gilda 
Radner’s work from her Saturday Night Live 
days during the 1970s and 1980s. 

This will be the third 
in the Pajamarama se-
ries, which are screen-
ings of old comedies 
meant to replicate slee-
povers where friends 
watch movies or tele-
vision together. 

The Radner party 
comes after two Paja-
marama bashes featur-
ing “Earth Girls Are 
Easy,” a 1988 sci-fi com-

edy starring Geena Davis and Jeff Goldblum, 
and the raunchy camp of John Waters’ “Hair-
spray” — all films that feature funny women 
being funny.

“We wanted to come up with programming 
that was very women-centric,” said Videology 
co-owner Wendy Chamberlain. “So many things 
tend to be — I don’t want to say targeted to 
men — but sometimes they tend to forget the 
ladies.”

Radner was an original Saturday Night Live 
cast member who was on the show from 1975 
until 1980 creating much-loved characters such 
as a brash news commentator and Baba Wawa, 
a parody of Barbara Walters.

Gilda Radner sketches at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.videology.info]. Jan. 23, 
8 pm, $8. — Danielle Furfaro

S C R E E N I N G

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

718-745-3700
WWW. .

– –

By Eric Dryden
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey will work for their 
love.

Bruce Springsteen 
fans and authors Marc 
Dolan and Caryn Rose are 
two music critics whose pas-
sion for the American icon 
has brought them together in 
Greenpoint to share the stage 
and their pugilistic love for 
the boss in a night of high-
brow literary analysis, music 

trivia, and free beer.
They share a love for 

Springsteen and agree that 
“Thunder Road” is his best 
song, but these two kin-
dred spirits don’t agree on 
all thing Springsteenian — 
so expect them to duke it out 
in their discussion at Word 
Bookstore in Greenpoint.

“We are cross-Tweeters, 
who disagree amiably and 
productively,” said Dolan. 
“The idea that we have wit-
nesses for our first extended 

conversation about Spring-
steen and rock ’n’ roll is just 
too delicious.”

In spite of their differ-
ences, both authors share a 
personal connection through 
Springsteen’s music. 

Dolan, who grew up in 
New Jersey in the 1970s, ad-
mitted that he could never 
describe the nuances of his 
home better than the song 
“Jungleland,” while Rose 
serendipitously discovered 
Springsteen’s music just as 

her love for literature and 
rock ’n’ roll was blossom-
ing. Like legions of other 
fans worldwide, it is the in-
timacy of his lyrics that at-
tracts these writers to Amer-
ican singer-songwriter.

“The thing that draws 
people to him is what you 
see is what you get. There’s 
no attempt to be ironic or de-
tached,” said Rose. “[I]t’s in-
your-face sincerity.”

Both authors hope that 
the evening will encourage 
the audience to revisit the 
Boss’s catalogue and listen 
to Springsteen a little more 
closely.

Springsteen Night at 
Word Bookstore [126 Frank-
lin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096, www.word brooklyn.
com]. Jan. 22 , 7 pm, free.

Book with a twist
Contortionist does Vonnegut’s ‘Slaughterhouse-Five’

Hail to the chief: Amazing Amy will perform improv contortion at the Bushwick Book Club’s night of songs inspired by 
Kurt Vonnegut’s “Slaughterhouse-Five” — expect a variety of patriotic poses that will make you question everything you 
thought you knew about the human body.
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Reading at the edge
Authors speak on Springsteen in Greenpoint

Boss books: (Above) Caryn 
Rose’s book tells her story of go-
ing to Springsteen concerts in 
Europe and (right) Marc Dolan’s 
book gives cultural and personal 
insights on the man and music. 
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SUN, JAN. 20
DANCE, 90S DANCE PARTY: Come 

hear some of the best 90s hip hop, 
R & B, pop, house, grunge, and 
alternative hits from everybody’s 
favorite decade! Free. 12 am. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope (718) 638-4400] www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, BURLESQUE PARTY: The 
swinging 70s meets burlesque 

in this themed production with 
local throwbacks, Wasabassco 
Burlesque. $20. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MON, JAN. 21
EAST FAIR: 9 am–5 pm. See Friday, 

Jan. 18. 
PHOTOGRAPHY, SUNSET PARK’S 

FRI, JAN. 18
PHOTOGRAPHY, SUNSET PARK’S 

TWO CULTURES: Photographer 
Larry Siegel presents a sampling of 
his current project depicting the life 
of Asian and Hispanic immigrants 
in Sunset Park, both neighborhood 
and park. Free. 10 am–6 pm. Sun-
set Park Public Library [5108 Fourth 
Ave. at 51st Street in Sunset Park 
(718) 965-6533] www.brooklynpub-
liclibrary.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, LETTERS TO 
SANTA: A museum exhibit at Wil-
liamsburg’s City Rliquary tells the 
story of a real-life Santa. $5. noon–6 
pm. City Reliquary [370 Metropoli-
tan Ave., between Marcy Avenue 
and Havemeyer Street in Williams-
burg (718) 782–4842] www.cityreli-
quary.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, CANADIAN EX-
CHANGE: Pierogi is pleased to 
present an exhibition of large-scale 
photographs and a video by Cana-
dian artist Isabelle Hayeur, as part 
of the Brooklyn Montreal exchange 
organized between eight Brooklyn 
and eight Canadian galleries and 
institutions. free. 7–9 pm. Pierogi 
Gallery [177 N. Ninth St. in Wil-
liamsburg (718) 599–2144] www.
pierogi2000.com. 

MUSIC, ELECTRO POP THEATRICS: 
Buffy Rose channels a seductive se-
lection of love-themed power pop 
ballads, inspired originals, cult clas-
sics, and chart topping standards 
with sincerity and natural dramatic 
interpretation. Free. 9:00 PM. Tea 
Lounge [837 Union St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 789-
2762], www.tealoungeny.com. 

SAT, JAN. 19
MUSIC, LIVE JAZZ: Acclaimed jazz 

sextet the Outer Bridge Ensemble 
plays Union Hall. $10. 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

BAMFAMILY LAUNCH: Down the 
Rabbit Hole!: Greenlight is part-
nering with BAM to present a 
marathon of children’s authors, il-
lustrators, and sing-along musicians 
in the BAM Fisher Hillman Studio. 
Free. 11 am. BAM Fisher Hillman 
Studio [321 Ashland Pl. between 
Lafayette Ave. and Hanson Place in 
Fortgreen (718) 246-0200] green-
lightbookstore.com/event. 

READING, MOVIE NOVELIZATION 
READING: Come hear the noveliza-
tions of “Pretty in Pink,” “Grease 
2,” and “Jurassic Park” read aloud 
at Union Hall. $5. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope (718) 638-4400] www.
unionhallny.com. 

ENTERTAINMENT, RADIOGRABS: 
Greg Proops tapes his convivial 
comedy podcast live. $15. 8:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

TWO CULTURES: 10 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 18. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, CANADIAN EX-
CHANGE: 7–9 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 18. 

TUES, JAN. 22
EDUCATION, SHHHHCIENCE: The 

Secret Science Club meets. In se-
cret. Free. TBA. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

GREENLIGHT YOUNG READERS 
BOOK GROUP: Led by Greenlight 
bookseller and former teacher 
Brette, this book group is geared 
toward kids ages eight to 14, and 
reads great contemporary and clas-
sic chapter books. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

FILM, “BEAST OF THE CITY”: Crime 
drama featuring Walter Huston. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [Flatbush 
Ave. at Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope (718) 
230-2100] www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

WED, JAN. 23
WORKSHOP, HOW TO WRITE A 

SHORT: A comprehensive intro-
duction to screenwriting and how 
a script is used by all departments 
as the ‘blueprint’ for making a fi lm. 
$80. 6:00pm. Brooklyn Young Film-
makers Center [143 Waverly Ave. in 
Clinton Hill (718) 935-0490] www.
wearebyfc.org. 

BAD TRIPS WITH JERRY STAHL, 
LZ HANSEN, SOPHIA LANG-
DON, AND NATHAN LARSON: 
Jerry Stahl, author of “Bad Sex on 
Speed” and editor of “The Heroin 
Chronicles,” will be joined by his fel-
low chronicles contributors LZ Han-
sen, Sophia Langdon, and Nathan 
Larson for a night of readings, fol-
lowed by a joint Q&A. Free. 7 pm. 
Word Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint (718) 383–0096] 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, RUDRESH MAHANTHAPPA 
QUARTET: The Rudresh Mahan-
thappa Quartet will play excerpts 
from Codebook, and talk about 
the unique inspiration behind 
the album. Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Ave. at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park Slope 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 18

Indie bros
Brothers Robert and 
David Perlick-Moli-
nari’s French Horn 
Rebellion is a collab-
orative effort that 
sounds like an glitchy 
coin-operated indie 
anthem machine. 
Their mix of elec-
tronic, rock, and pop 
is perfect for the live 
band the Great Apes, 
who will join the duo 
for the first time as 
backup band, deliv-
ering a raw warrior-
like blast of funk.

11 pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave., 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $10.

SATURDAY
January 19

Photo 
realistic
Some call it the arm-
pit of the East Coast, 
and some call it 
home. Photographer 
Jean-Christian 
Bourcart Googled 
the most dangerous 
city in America and 
found at the top of 
the list Camden, N.J. 
Bourcart’s humanist 
perspective on the 
rundown neighbor-
hoods is a frank and 
imaginative look at 
poverty in the U.S.

1–7 pm at Invisible Dog 
[51 Bergen St. between 
Boerum Place and Smith 
Street in Cobble Hill, 
(347) 560–3641, www.
theinvisibledog.org]. 
Free.

SUNDAY
January 20

Vodou 
history
Learn about the fas-
cinating Haitian reli-
gion in part one of a 
series of educational 
workshops on the 
practice and perfor-
mance of Vodou. 
Featuring Oungan — 
Vodou priest — Die-
donne Jean-Jacques, 
the event is followed 
by a Q&A and songs 
interpreted by tradi-
tional singer Rozna 
Zila and her drum-
mers.

3 pm at The Great Room 
in South Oxford Space 
[138 S. Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Commons in 
Fort Greene, (718) 398–
2795]. Free.

MONDAY
January 21

A tribute
Go to the Howard Gil-
man Opera House 
lobby at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music 
bright and early to get 
your free tickets to 
celebrate Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. 
Borough President 
Markowitz and other 
politicos will be there, 
along with keynote 
speaker Harry Bela-
fonte. Enjoy live R&B 
music, choir perfor-
mances, and a simul-
cast of the 57th presi-
dential inauguration.

10:30 am at BAM [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
St. Felix Street and 
Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
bam.org]. Free.

THURSDAY
January 23

Yearly uke
Love the Beatles? 
Love your ukulele? 
Join the Uke Mob on 
stage and bring your 
own tiny guitar. Play 
alongside other 
ukers who will per-
form inventive rendi-
tions of famous 
Beatles hits. The 
Angry Buddhist East 
Band will provide 
backup instrumen-
tals.

6 pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave., 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $10.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

WED, JAN. 23
Community Board 10 Zoning 
Committee Meeting. The panel 
will hear the application of the own-
ers of 45 76th Street for an enlarge-
ment permit. Free. 7 pm. Com-
munity Board 10 office [8119 Fifth 
Ave. between 81st and 82nd streets 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-6827]. 

THURS, JAN. 24
Community Board 6. Landmarks 
and land use committee meeting. 
6:30 pm. Old First Reformed 

Church [729 Carroll Street in Park 
Slope, 718-643-3027], www.brook-
lyncb6.org. 
Community Board 10 Traffic and 
Transportation Committee 
Meeting. 4th Avenue Safety 
Visioning Public Workshop spon-
sored by the NYC Department of 
Transportation, Borough President 
Markowitz and the 4th Avenue 
Task Force. Free. 7 pm. P.S. 264 
[371 89th St. between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-6827].
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PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

Golden sax: Considered one of the greatest living sax players, 
Rudresh Mahanthappa is presenting “Codebook,” a collection of 
pattern-based jazz at the  Brooklyn Public Library’s Central branch 
on Jan. 23.
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Fort Defiance [365 Van Brunt St., at Dikeman Street in Red Hook, (347) 
453–6672, www.fortdefiancebrooklyn.com]. Open Wed–Mon, 8 am–
midnight; Tue, 8 am–3 pm.

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROOTTOTYPINNG / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BEER, WINE & COFFEE BAR

2013 TASTING SERIES
Meet the  

Newburgh Brewers
Thursday, January 24 

6–8pm
Free tastings & giveaways!

HAPPY HOUR Every Night 5–8pm
$3 Wells | $5 Bulleit Bourbon, Hot Rum Cider & All Drafts

379 Union Avenue

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

D
evelop your palate for mez-
cal — tequila’s smoky, spicy, 
and unfortunately overlooked 

cousin — at a tasting of the distilled 
spirit native to Mexico. 

Ditmas Park’s Sycamore Bar and 
Flowershop will host a tasting of 
the bold alcoholic beverage made 
from many varieties of the succu-
lent agave plant found in the Mex-
ican state of Oaxaca as part of the 

establishment’s annual series of li-
quor sampling events.

“People don’t really know about 
mezcal,” said Matt Barclay, the 
joint’s manager, who also tends 
the primarily whiskey and craft 
beer bar. “If they do know about 
it all they know is that it is simi-
lar to tequila, but they don’t really 
know the differences so we are of-
fering an opportunity for people to 
learn all about it.”

Barclay, a huge fan of the drink, 
described it as having a very heavy 

smoky character, but also a lot of 
green vegetable and fruity notes. 

Two mezcal entrepreneurs Arik 
Torren of Fidencio Mezcal and John 
Henry of El Buho Mezcal will pour 
attendees neat glasses of the strong 
booze at the florist-and-bar hybrid. 
Booze buffs will be able to sam-
ple four different kinds of mezcal, 
three variations from Fidencio and 
one from El Buho. 

“We are bringing in people who 
are passionate and love what they 
do,” said Barclay.

Torren’s three-year-old company 
uses the same mezcal recipes that 
his partner’s great grandfather used 
in the late 1880s back in Santiago 
Matatlan — the Mexican village 
where Torren’s brand is made. 

“Drinking mezcal is like trav-
eling back in time,” said Torren. 
“Nothing out there will give you 
the experience of what it is like 
from the hand of the producer from 
centuries ago. Mezcal is one of the 
very few things out there that can 
give you a look into a pre-indus-

trialized world.” 
The mezcal master, who roasts 

the harvested agave plant in a stone-
lined earthen pit and buries it for 
a number of days to hold in the 
smoky flavor, said that the bever-
age is most commonly drank neat, 
but can also be used in a variety 
of cocktails because of its distinc-
tive flavor.

And if neat isn’t your thing, bar-
tender Mike Mikos of the Courtelyou 
Road bar created a mezcal cocktail 
dubbed “A Horse with No Name,” 
which consists of chipotle-infused 
mezcal, kaffir lime leaf, lime juice, 
and xocolatl chocolate mole bitters, 
with unsweetened dark cocoa pow-
der, cayenne, cinnamon, and fine 
sea salt for glass rimming. 

Mezcal tasting at Sycamore 
Bar [1118 Cortelyou Rd. between 
Westminster Road and E. 11th 
Street in Ditmas Park, (347) 240–
5850, www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com]. Feb. 12. $25, 8 pm.

By Will Levitt
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he new bakery, cafe, and 
restaurant Runner and 
Stone is filled with nat-

ural light, exposed cement 
walls fashioned playfully 
from old flour sack molds, 
modernist prints of flowers, 
and a growing number of 
Gowanus residents thrilled 
to have high quality fare — 
from homemade pastries in 
the morning to roast chicken 
at night — in an unassum-
ing storefront next to a Su-
per 8 Motel.

The food is the result of 
two talents teaming up, and 
it’s the main attraction.

Chef Chris Pizulli and 
head baker Peter Endriss 
have known each other for 
20 years and went into busi-
ness together selling pastries at 
foodie markets including Wil-
liamsburg’s Smorgasburg.

Developing their popular 
venture into a full-on res-
taurant and bakery only 
seemed natural. 

“We had always toyed with 
idea of doing something to-
gether. I loved the baking part, 
he has always been in the sa-
vory part. It’s a good comple-
ment,” said Endriss. 

And the merger of salty 
and sweet makes business 
sense, according to the res-
taurateur.

For breakfast, the lemon 
poppy bread and the almond 
croissant sitting on the pas-
try counter in front are two 

favorites. The poppy bread 
is light and citrusy, the crois-
sant flaky, buttery, and as in-
dulgent as a cinnamon bun. 
The buckwheat baguette, 
with a light, crispy crust 
and soft, chewy, speckled 
crumb, is some of the best 
bread in Brooklyn.  

Savory items, prepared 
by Pizzulli, a Brooklyn-na-
tive who cooked at Blue Rib-
bon, are also are prepared 
in-house — even the but-
ter, which is cultured and 
whipped on-site, and the 
pancetta and pasta, which 
are made from scratch. 

At lunch, the grilled 
cheese, a combination of 
cheddar grilled on rye with 
pickled apples and pancetta, 
could delight even the most 

jaded sandwich connoisseur. 
A turkey soup with farro and 
sage — broth made in house, 
of course — was comforting 
and richly flavorful. 

On the dinner menu, the 
spaghetti alla chitarra is a 
great starter, before moving 
onto a roast chicken with 
buckwheat dumplings and 
mushroom broth. Desserts 
include a rye brownie and 
pear tiramisu. 

The food is unmistakably 
good, but perhaps most telling 
of the restaurant, however, has 
been Gowanus’ immediate in-
fatuation, says Endriss. 

Runner and Stone [285 
Third Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Gowanus, (718) 576–3360, 
www.runnerandstone.com].

Getting spirited away
Have a taste of mezcal, Mexico’s other great drink

Breaking bread
A Gowanus eatery is on the rise

Flour power: Head baker Peter Endriss (pictured) 
has teamed up with his friend and chef Chris Pizulli 
to create Runner and Stone, an all-day restaurant, 
cafe, bar, and bakery in Gowanus.
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Acquire a taste: Matt Barclay manager of the Syca-
more Bar and Flowershop is inviting booze hounds 
to a tasting of mezcal, which is usually taken without 
ice — for those who like the strong flavors.
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(718) 230-2100] www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org/
branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

JOHN KENNEY & JAMI 
ATTENBERG: Authors 
John Kenney and Jami 
Attenberg discuss their 
recently released novels. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Green-
light Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. between S. Elliott 
Place and S. Portland Av-
enue in Fort Greene (718) 
246-0200] greenlight-
bookstore.com. 

EDUCATION, PLANET $: 
NPR’s esteemed Planet 
Money show is back 
with a live program that 
wonders, “Is America 
screwed?” Sold out. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus (718) 
643-6510] www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THURS, JAN. 24
“THE AFRICAN DRUM”: 

Presented by the Shad-
owbox Theater. Puppets 
bring the wit, wisdom 
and humor of African 
folk tales to life. Learn 
how the Turtle got it’s 
shell and the adventures 
of Kijana and her animal 
friends. $15. 10:30 am. 
The Bedford Village 
School, PS 3 [50 Jefferson 
Ave. at Franklin Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant (212) 
724-0677] www.shadow-
boxtheatre.org. 

READING, READING ON 
THE MIDDLE EAST: Au-
thors Dr. Rahimeh Andal-
ibian and Rory O’Connor 
will examine the infl u-
ence of social media 
on common myths and 
misconceptions about 
the Middle East, its 
peoples and its cultures, 
and the jointly-created, 
entrenched story lines 
perpetuated by media 
on both sides of a yawn-
ing divide. Please RSVP. 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO 
(718) 666-3049] www.
powerhousearena.com. 

AN EVENING WITH 
COUNTERPOINT PRESS: 
Three voices from Coun-
terpoint’s stable read 
together at Greenlight, 
in a celebration of the 
publisher and their new 
work. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene (718) 246-0200] 
greenlightbookstore.
com. 

FRI, JAN. 25
BROOKLYN FOR PEACE: 

The Passion of Bradley 
Manning: “Lawyer and 
journalist Chase Madar 
will read from his book, 
The Passion of Bradley 
Manning,” a polemical 
defense of Wikileaks’ 
alleged source inside 
the US military and a 
panoramic sketch of the 
many large issues that 
collide in this case. Free. 
6:30 pm. Word Book-

store [126 Franklin St. be-
tween Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint 
(718) 383–0096] www.
wordbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MISSA PANGEA: 
One Text, Three Cultural 
Perspectives: Under the 
direction of Jason Asbury, 
the Grace and Spiritus 
Chorale of Brooklyn pres-
ents the concert. $15 ($12 
students). 7 pm. All Saints 
Church (286-88 Seventh 
Ave. at Seventh Street in 
Park Slope), www.grace-
andspiritus.org. 

FILMS, VINTAGE CAR-
TOON CARNIVAL: For 
a glimpse into past vi-
sions of the seasons as 
depicted by the merry-
makers of early fi lm ani-
mation, come enjoy the 
latest screening--shown 
in real 16mm fi lm, with a 
real projector--a unique 
experience you’ll be sure 
to enjoy! $12. 7:30–9:30 
pm. The Observatory 
(543 Union St. at Nev-
ins Street in Gowanus) 
www.atlasobscura.com/
events/obscura-society-
nyc-thomas-stathes-car-
toon-carnival. 

SAT, JAN. 26
MUSIC, MISSA PANGEA: 

One Text, Three Cultural 
Perspectives: Under the 
direction of Jason Asbury, 
the Grace and Spiritus 
Chorale of Brooklyn pres-
ents the concert. $15 ($12 
students). 7 pm. Lafayette 
Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. 
at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene), www.grace-
andspiritus.org. 
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Eddie Castro, Ditmas Park
“I’m a longtime Nets fan. The colors change but I’m still a fan.”
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866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

By Chuck O’Donnell
for The Brooklyn Paper

A
n artist has turned the neighbor-
hoods of Park Slope and Bay 
Ridge into characters in a new 

graphic novel.
Teenager Aliera Carstairs is a 

typical Brooklynite trying to bal-
ance her life between honing her 
foiling skills at her school’s fenc-
ing team for nationals and carrying 
the burden of her new-found role as 
the sword-wielding defender of the 
Fairies in artist Mike Cavallaro and 
author Jane Yolen’s new kid-friendly 
“Curses! Foiled again.” 

Along the way, readers get an il-
lustrated tour of Brooklyn’s build-
ings.

Aliera’s apartment is modeled 
after the brownstone where Cav-
allaro lives. Her high school is 
based on an old school building 
on Vanderbilt Avenue near Grand 
Army Plaza — it has since been 
converted into condos. Another 
home is modeled after some Bay 

Ridge neighborhoods, and there are plenty 
more glimpses of brownstones and bo-
degas out of the bus windows as Aliera 
rides to school.

“Brooklyn really had to look like Brook-
lyn,” Cavallaro said.

Cavallaro’s reality-based locales are 
the perfect counterbalance to the fairy 

tale facets — even if it meant a lot more 
work. Drawing all those winged, pointy-
eared, and tentacled creatures was the 
easy part, said the artist.

“[It’s] harder to draw the real stuff,” 
Cavallaro said. 

“The fantasy characters just have to 
look cool and be fun to draw. Most of 
them are just background characters, so 
no one can tell me that I drew that ten-
tacle wrong, it’s whatever I want it to be 
— but you know, a car is a car, and we all 
know when it doesn’t look right.”

Of course, it’s reality that Aliera, the 
defender of the Seelie Court, can’t get 
away from. 

Not only does she have to save the 
fairy realm, the poor girl needs to make 
it home in time to finish her chemistry 
homework, somehow fit in among all the 
jocks, jockettes, goths, nerds, and preps 
she passes in the hallways at high school, 
and make nationals. 

Keep hustling, Aliera.
“Curses! Foiled Again” is available at 

Bergen Street Comics [470 Bergen St. 
between Flatbush and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 230–5600].

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

By Vinson Cunningham
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
here’s no stage like home.

The play “The Suit” is finally 
making its American debut at 

the Brooklyn Academy of Music this 
week — bringing with it South Af-
rica-born actress, singer, and story-
teller Nonhlanhla Kheswa, who re-
turns to the borough she has called 
home for 10 years.

The acclaimed adaptation of Can 
Themba’s short story has already 
made its way around the globe — 
making stops in London, Madrid, 
Naples, and several cities in China, 
including Beijing — and at every 
step, Kheswa has made sure to sing 
Brooklyn’s praises.

“I should get paid for it!” she said. 
“Wherever in the world I go, I tell 
people that they should visit Brook-
lyn. It’s heaven for me — I know it 
like the back of my hand.”

After so much Brooklyn advocacy 
abroad, Kheswa hopes that her turn 
as Matilda, the show’s female lead, 
will introduce American audiences 
to the apartheid-stricken South Af-
rica of an earlier generation.

“I wasn’t there in the ’50s, but 

I heard so much about it from my 
mother and aunts,” she said. “We 
hope to transport people to a time and 
place they haven’t been to yet.”

The Fort Greene resident audi-
tioned for “The Suit” after singing on 
tour with hip-hop artist Wyclef Jean 
and, earlier, appearing in the cast of 
“The Lion King” on Broadway.

“They saw many other girls,” she 
said, remembering how badly she 
wanted the part. 

“I never understand my friends 
when they say they’re going on au-
ditions just to ‘be seen.’ If you’re not 
coming home with a job, you might 
as well stay home!”

Directed by Tony and Emmy win-
ner Peter Brook, “The Suit” promises 
to be Kheswa’s most challenging — 
and rewarding — work yet.

“We have a great cast — it’s our 
job to be naked onstage,” she said “It’s 
a beautiful story about betrayal and 
love. I’m excited to share it.”

Peter Brook’s “The Suit” at 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org]. Opens Jan. 17, 7:30 pm, 
through Feb. 2.

She’s coming home to play
Fort Greene resident to take a lead role in ‘The Suit’

Suiting up: Actor Nonhlanhla Kheswa has traveled the world 
with the play “The Suit,” and now she’s taking the lead role in 
presenting it to Brooklynite audiences at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music.

Sword in the brownstone
New fantasy graphic novel is set in Slope, Ridge

A Brooklyn heroine: This graphic novel about a young fencer and defender 
of fantastic creatures takes place in parts of Park Slope and Bay Ridge.
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Everything’s coming up 
Nets.

Brooklyn’s boys began 
2013 with seven straight 
wins, going 9–1 in interim 
coach P.J. Carlesimo’s first 
10 games. The Nets star back-
court is finally carrying the 
offensive load the way we 
hoped it would. Guys like 
crafty scoring guard Mar-
Shon Brooks and sharp-
shooting big Mirza Tele-
tovic, neither of whom got 
much run with ex-coach Av-
ery Johnson at the helm, are 
beginning to make an impact 
off the bench.

But even when times are 
flush, teams should be look-
ing to improve. And one area 
that could use some work is 
the Nets’ ability to create 
turnovers.

The Nets’ defense has 
been lauded this season for 
ranking fifth in the league 
in points allowed per con-
test. That sounds great — 
until you consider that the 
Nets play at a slower pace 
than just about anyone in the 
NBA. At last check, only New 

$0 JOINER’S FEE
THRU FEB. 4TH

GREENPOINT Y
99 Meserole Ave., Brooklyn
(212) 912-2260
FREE PASS AT YMCANYC.ORG

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. FEB. 2, 12-4PM

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y 
about the Financial Assistance program. 

Lose ONE LB. of
FAT per day!

CALL (718) 833-0704 TODAY!
Dr. James A. Di Giuseppi, DC

7123 Tenth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228

Are you serious about losing weight? You can 
virtually melt away your FAT without strenuous dieting 
or excessive exercising. This is the best weight loss secret 
to come along in years - when you’re talking about FAST 
EFFECTIVE weight loss.

HOLD ON!!!
You might be afraid the “solution” will be worse than 

the problem, but let me assure you, it’s not! When you 
schedule an appointment you’re going to receive something 
that NOT only helps you lose weight, but also helps your 
appearance, your face, your complexion and even your 
body structure.

Listen, I am a regular practicing doctor in New York, 
and I love helping people, just like you, lose that stubborn 
weight, without dieting, and then how to keep it off - 
permanently.

Safe & Easy!
My exclusive weight loss management system is 

completely SAFE and has been proven to work. It is 
based on scientifi c principles that cause almost immediate 
changes and is strictly administered along common sense 
protocols.

Here’s what most people don’t understand. When you’re 
heavy, you lose your strength, vitality, and you can become 
feeble. And on top of that you can age prematurely because 
your “fat” cells clog your body’s vital organs. That will 
change after you start utilizing this system. You may be 

like some people who have lost their fi gure due to this “fat” 
clogging weight gain.

The problem is, most overweight people are unable to 
fi nd a simple, easy to follow system to reduce their fat and 
then keep it off. Even their coordination, daily movement 
and attractiveness are destroyed with this weight gain. 
That will all change when you start using this system.

Here is what I can do for you.
CALL the offi ce NOW!. You won’t have to make any 

radical changes in your lifestyle with this program, … 
have surgery, or take any harmful drugs.

Your treatments are private and you will start to lose 
1-2 pounds per day, depending on your size, age, condition 
of your body and follow through.

You will consult with me personally for follow up and 
questions. Once you’ve reached your desired weight, you’ll 
have your shape back, have more energy, and you’ll have 
your self-esteem back.

Doesn’t get any better than that!!

Get Rid Of YOUR FAT Now!

Reserve your spot today. Call the offi ce now to have 
access to this amazing weight loss technology. (10 spots 
available!)

“I’m 31 years old and I have not been able to lose any weight for years.
With the help of Dr. Di Giuseppi I lost 14 pounds in the fi rst 7 days.”

~ Barbara
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BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

For the Brooklyn Nets, 
2013 has been everything that 
late 2012 wasn’t. And that’s 
exactly how they want it.

The team is hitting its 
stride under new coach P.J. 
Carlesimo, going 9–1 this 
year. As this column previ-
ously suggested, a new coach 
wouldn’t make a difference 
for this team, which was as-
sembled with no real direc-
tion in mind.

But as the Nets have feasted 
on the dregs of the NBA all 
season long, we welcome a 

healthy serving of crow.
So what has happened that 

has allowed the Nets to stop 
the season from spiraling out 
of control?

Brook Lopez’s over-
all awesomeness: The 
one constant through the en-
tire year, Lopez has kept the 
Nets’ collective head above 
water when no one else could 
do anything right. He is un-
questionably the MVP this 
season.

Andray Blatche perfor-
mance, on the court: He is 
having one of his best seasons 
as a pro and has proven him-
self to be a hard worker who 
cleans the offensive glass and 
logs valuable minutes off the 
bench. Off the court, his al-
leged involvement a sexual 

assault in Philadelphia puts 
a blight on what could be a 
career-changing year.

Deron Williams’ turn-
around: He’s back, and it’s 
about time. The face of the 
franchise has rediscovered 
what has made him a peren-
nial All-Star. His shooting 
percentage has improved, 
he seemingly can’t miss a 
free throw, and he puts his 
teammates in the best po-
sition to score. Joe Johnson 
and Williams have figured 
out how to play together and 
stay out of each other’s way. 
The pick-and-roll with Lo-
pez is as sharp as it has been 
all year.

The schedule: There 
have been some nice wins 
over P.J.’s first 10 games, 

most notably at Oklahoma 
City and over the Pacers, but 
the majority of those wins 
have come against teams who 
will not compete for a Play-
off spot.

Now that the ship has been 
righted, it is up to Peej to keep 
it that way. The upcoming 
schedule will provide a tell-
ing test of where this team is. 
Consistent wins over Play-
off-caliber teams will go a 
long way for Williams, Lo-
pez, Carelismo, and the rest 
of the new-look Nets.  

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

What Nets are doing right

Nets are not the stealers
Here’s the takeaway of this column: Takeaways

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

Orleans tallied fewer posses-
sions per game.

A slower pace means 
fewer opportunities for the 
other team to score — which 
doesn’t necessarily mean the 

Nets are playing outstanding 
defense. While the Indiana 
Pacers — an elite defense 
that allows the fewest points 
per contest league-wide — 
hold opponents to the NBA’s 

lowest shooting percentage, 
Brooklyn ranks in the bottom 
third of that category.

Opposing teams are mak-
ing 46 percent of their shots 
against the Nets. For perspec-
tive, that’s well above the Ben 
Wallace’s career average 
from the free-throw line.

As the season wears on, 
forcing more turnovers will 
lead to easier points and less 
pressure on Brooklyn’s half-
court offense. The Nets rank 
25th in turnovers-per-game, 
and the dearth of opportu-
nistic defense begins with 
the back court.

Point guards tend to be 
ball swipers; the league’s top 
five in steals are all starting 
point men. And yet 28 point 
guards average more steals 
per game than Nets’ fran-
chise guard Deron Williams. 
Shooting guard Joe Johnson 
is even worse: despite logging 
more minutes per game than 
all but seven players in the 
NBA, Steal-less Joe is 191st 
in pilfers per contest.

Yes, it’s good to be a Nets 
fan right now. With more dis-
ruptive defense, it could be 
even better.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

Deron Williams needs to take that ball out of other 
players’ hands, starting with DeMar DeRozan.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A mugger killed a 67-year-old on 
18th Street on Jan. 9 when he shoved 
the senior to the ground, knocking 
the victim’s head against the pave-
ment, cops said.

Long Island resident Jesus Morales 
was in Greenwood Heights to buy a 
car when the perp struck at 7:15 pm 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues.

The assailant knocked the victim 
down, stole his wallet, watch, and wed-
ding band, then fled, according to an 

NYPD spokesman.
Cops responded to a call about a 

robbery and found Morales sprawled 
out on the sidewalk with severe head 
injuries.

Paramedics rushed the victim to 
Lutheran Medical Center, where he 
passed away. 

Police released a photo of Morales’s 
stolen wedding band in hopes it will 
lead them back to the killer.

Anyone with information should 
call Crimestoppers at 1(800) 577–
TIPS. 

Robbery turns deadly
Mugger kills a senior citizen in Greenwood Heights

Police distributed this photo of 
Jesus Morales’s stolen wedding 
band in search of any leads.
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across Greenpoint, 
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Brownstone Brooklyn. 
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excitement on every page.
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and features 
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN EDITION

Windsor Terrace resident Mallory Hagan won 
the nation’s most-coveted tiara — and with it 
the title of Miss America on Jan. 12.
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Here she is

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Coney Island landlord is try-
ing to pull the plug on a Bowery 
Street arcade that he claims fell 
behind on rent, but the man be-
hind the video games says he is a 
good tenant — and has scans of his 
cashed checks to prove it.

Bowery Street booth owner 
Matt Weinberg wants to evict the 
half-dozen carnies who occupy his 
property near W. 12th Street be-
cause they don’t pay their rent in 
full or on time and are responsi-

ble for other unspecified “shenan-
igans,” but Coney Island Arcade 
owner Manny Cohen says that’s a 
bunch of malarkey.

“It’s all b-------,” said Cohen, 
who showed us canceled checks in-
dicating he paid $15,000 to Wein-
berg and his partner Jeff Persily 
in three installments in 2012, in 
what he claims has always been 
the policy with his landlords in his 
22 years in business.

Cohen, who does not have a lease, 
says the landlord is simply trying 
to squeeze him out to make room 

for a new, big-name tenant in an 
attempt to cash in on the People’s 
Playgound’s transition into a more 
polished — and less honky-tonk 
— amusement destination.

Weinberg claims that Cohen’s 
rent is significantly higher than 
$15,000, though he would not give 
the exact figure. He also denied 
that he was looking to rent to a 
high-end tenant.

“The time has come for us and 
Mr. Manny Cohen to part ways,” 
said Weinberg. “We’re looking 
for better tenants who will pay 

the rent, pay it on time, and not 
give us grief.”

The vibe at the booths won’t 
change a bit under new tenants, 
Weinberg said, and Coney revel-
ers will still be in store for great 
fun and prizes.

“You will see better mom-and-
pop operators with booths where 
you can fill up a water balloon or 
win a goldfish,” said Weinberg, add-
ing that the new tenants would not 
have leases either.

The fight will head to court 
next week. 

Coney arcade battles eviction

Coney Island Arcade’s Manny 
Cohen claims his landlord is 
evicting him without cause.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The congregation at Father 
Mina Yanni’s Dyker Heights 
church swelled in the two 
years since Egyptian Pres-
ident Hosni Mubarak was 
forced from office, as Cop-
tic Christians fleeing perse-
cution have made there way 
to the place so many refugees 
before them sought freedom 
— Brooklyn.

So on Sunday, there was a 
standing-room-only crowd at 
the Coptic Orthodox Church 
of Saint George at 67th Street 
and 11th Avenue listening to 
the pastor’s message of hope. 
God, he said, had blessed 
the Egyptian people, but it is 
sometimes necessary to relo-
cate when faced with danger. 
That doesn’t mean you can’t 
go home again, and you must 
always keep the faith.

Egypt’s Coptic Christians moving to Dyker Heights

The ‘best safer place’ ments and beat the doctor with 
their fists and sticks. El-Mesih 
claimed that he suffered mul-
tiple contusions, a concussion, 
a dislocated shoulder, and a 
fractured spine. That was 
enough for him. He closed 
his shop in March and fled 
to a land he became famil-
iar with when he attended 
an orthopedists conference 
in Brooklyn last year.

El-Mesih said that the ex-
tremists are intimidating and 
extorting well-to-do Cop-
tics, holding many of them 
for ransom.

Albert Assad, the son of a 
wealthy Coptic jeweler, came 
to Brooklyn with his wife and 
three young daughters two 
months ago after radicals re-
peatedly threatened to kidnap 
one the girls. Assad said three 
Christians near his township 
had been killed in the past 
year, and that radicals had 
snatched the son of one of his 
friends and held the 15-year-
old boy, demanding $200,000 
for his safe return. 

Assad believes the failure 
to stop the chaos is a sign that 
the new leadership, headed by 

President Mohamed Morsi, 
is soft on terrorism.

“They see the threat, and 
they don’t do anything about 
it, so they are okay with it,” 
said Assad.

Former teacher Sally 
Amany said she and her 
husband — also a jeweler — 
brought their three daugh-
ters to Brooklyn in July 2012 
after a friend was shot and 
robbed in his shop, causing 
the family to fear they would 
be targeted, too.

“My husband meets some 
bad people in his work,” said 
Amany. “And they aren’t go-
ing to kill a rich Muslim jew-
elry dealer.”

Still, the refugees said they 
believe that democracy will 
eventually bring peace to the 
nation, since they are con-
fident the majority of their 
countrymen don’t want an 
extremist government.

“The Egyptian people are 
smart,” said Assad. “We will 
return to Egypt once the sit-
uation improves.”

Until that time comes, 
they have Brooklyn to keep 
them safe.

“Sometimes in our life, 
there is trouble, bad things 
happen,” said Yanni. “But we 
must be sure that the Lord will 
always be with us.” 

Four-hundred refugees 
have joined the borough’s 

only Coptic church since the 
overthrow of Mubarak, which 
sent shockwaves through the 
Middle East. When the strong-
man fell from power, the Cop-
tics lost the small measure of 
stability his regime provided 

Father Mina Yanni, pastor of Brooklyn’s only Cop-
tic church, administers Communion.
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— and anti-Christian vio-
lence and the threat of harsh 
Islamist rule pushed the sect 
to Dyker Heights, according 
to Yanni.

“People are afraid, and they 
want to come to a safer place. 
said Yanni. “And the best safer 
place in the world is the United 
States of America.”

His congregants claim to 
be living proof.

Dr. Abd El-Mesih (the 
name he gave us, which 
translates to “servant of the 
messiah”) said Muslim ex-
tremists in his homeland at-
tempted to take him hostage, 
which forced the orthopedist 
to close his clinic for three 
and a half months. When he 
finally thought it was safe to 
re-open, he quickly realized 
he was wrong. 

Days after going back to 
work, his office was raided by 
men who stole valuable instru-

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

On the 19th day of Christ-
mas, my true love gave to me 
— lots of mulch!

The Brooklyn yuletide sea-
son came to its official close 
on Jan. 13 with the final day of 
MulchFest, a 17-year city tra-
dition in which eco-conscious 
residents sacrifice their Christ-
mas trees to wood chippers, 
giving evergreens new life in 
the form of fertilizer.

Hundreds of Brooklynites 
parted ways with their tan-
nenbaums in the popular fes-
tivity held last weekend at 
greenspaces including Pros-
pect Park, Fort Greene Park, 
Green-Wood Cemetery, Ma-
rine Park, McCarren Park, 
and Owl’s Head Park. 

The heaping piles of mulch 
created at the event will 
be used as nutrient-packed 
food for flora in parks, gar-
dens, and street planters — 

and the pine-scented enrich-
ment will help moderate soil 
temperature, retain moisture, 
and fend off weed growth, ac-
cording to the Parks Depart-
ment, which organized Mulch-
Fest with the Department of 
Sanitation and the eco-focused 
GreeNYC program.

Plants aren’t the only big 
winners: Brooklynites who do-
nated arbors got the chance 
to take home their very own 
mulch bag.

Mulching season 
It’s that time of the year again when 
Brooklynites make their own fertilizer

Elaine and Megan Chin lugged their Christmas tree to Mulch-
fest in Prospect Park last Saturday.

Parks honcho Kevin Jeffrey and his sons Kameron and Kyle say 
goodbye to their tree before it gets the “Buscemi treatment.”
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Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

BREAST CANCER Early Detection  
& Treatment

NY Marriott Brooklyn Bridge, 333 Adams St, Brooklyn
1 block from Boro Hall and Metrotech, near 2,3,4,5,A,C,F,R trains

This is the third FREE healthcare forum presented as a community service by the Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary Club, whose motto is “Service Above Self.”

The Brooklyn Bridge Rotary Club meets every Thursday at 6 pm in the New York Marriott 
Brooklyn Bridge. Visitors are welcome!

For more information, visit BrooklynBridgeRotary.org,  
or call Club President Vivian Hardison at (917) 804-0797

FR
EE

Hea
lth

 S
er

ie
s Brooklyn Bridge Rotary Club presents

‘Dinner with the Doctor’

Thursday, Jan. 24 6–7 pm

Discover and treat the earliest stages of breast cancer – it can save your life!

Dr. Raffaele Borriello, a surgeon for more than 25 years, will share his insights 
and provide a road map to your good health.

Dr. Borriello is director of Perioperative Services at Downstate Medical Center at 
Long Island College Hospital in Cobble Hill.

Guests will have the opportunity to join Dr. Borriello for dinner ($30) at 
7:15, following the free talk and light refreshments.

for a bit of cafe culture after 
several coffeeshops opened 
to much fanfare, then went 
belly up.

Neighbors were wowed 
by the crowds at the Flat-
bush Avenue shop on open-
ing day earlier this month 
— but still feel a hint of trep-
idation about the new joint’s 
chances of survival.

“They were out of almost 
everything by the time we 
stopped by, which I would 
say is a good sign,” said cof-

fee-loving Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens resident Rebecca 
Milestone.

“I hope they’re here to 
stay.”

Coffee lovers have reason 
to be wary: hipper options 
have opened in the neigh-
borhood in the past 10 years, 
only to later close or change 
focus for reasons both benign 
and outright bizarre.

It’s a coffee crisis that has 
frustrated many including 
Kolawole “Kola” Olagun-
dudu, a food industry vet-

tils just before Thanksgiving 
— and is working towards 
opening a storefront. 

The goal now is luring 
members through public 
meetings, and developing 
a recipe for success drafted 
with help from members of 
the Bushwick Food Co-op 
on Flushing Avenue, which 
started out as a buying club, 
and the Greene Hill Food Co-
op on Putnam Avenue, which 

began as a brick-and-mor-
tar where members work for 
discounts.

“We have to decide where 
to go from here,” said Wat-
son. “We might continue as 
a buying club to raise money 
for the storefront, or we might 
try to get some grants and go 
straight for the storefront.”

Either way, the mission 
is to provide Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint with fresh 
food at cheaper-than-nor-
mal prices. 

eran who founded Tugboat 
with Chad Casey, one of the 
co-owners of Public Assem-
bly in Williamsburg.

But previous closures 
haven’t left Olagundudu 
with a cup-half-empty men-
tality.

“We’re not cursed,” he 
said. “I don’t see a hurdle 
in the distance that we’re 
not gong to be able to deal 
with.”

The perception of a curse, 
however, is hard to shake. 
The story, as members of the 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens 
Community Association tell 
it, starts with coffee shop K-
Dog and Dunebuggy, a pi-

oneer of gentrification that 
opened at Lincoln Road and 
Flatbush Avenue in 2006. But 
the owners couldn’t afford an 
updated lease that included 
additional utility costs, and 
shut the business down in 
late 2011.

From there, things get 
weirder: Blue Roost Petite 
Café kept neighbors buzz-
ing on Flatbush Avenue at 
Maple Street from the fall 
of 2010 until December of 
2011, when a ceiling collapse 
forced owner Linda Billings 
to put the business on hia-
tus. Billings managed to 
move Blue Roost to the old 
K-Dog and Dunebuggy spot, 
but missing a month of rev-
enue hurt. Later, an inves-
tor pulled out of the venture 
and Blue Roost shut down 
for good last summer.

Some addicts got their joe 
on Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens’ southern side, where 
Internet Coffee House oper-
ated with the unusual busi-
ness strategy of offering both 
computer and caffeine fixes 
until last December, when 
it too gave up on java to fo-
cus full-time on technical 
support. 

Many neighbors are opti-
mistic that Tugboat will suc-
ceed where previous coffee-
houses failed. But others 
weren’t so certain, citing un-
ease with some of the man-
agers of the buildings along 
Flatbush Avenue because of 
past infrastructure problems 
— like the Blue Roost ceil-
ing collapse.

“That would be my one 
concern, quite honestly,” 
said Barbara Ann Rogers, 
a former Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens Neighborhood As-
sociation board member and 
a realtor.

Olagundudu said he has 
had no trouble with man-
agement so far, and that he 
has worked to keep the in-
frastructure of the building 
up to par.

Lingering concerns not-
withstanding, coffee fanatics 

dare to hope that this time, 
a neighborhood perpetually 
described as “up-and-com-
ing” might actually merit the 
term.

“When K-Dog opened, it 
was probably a bit prema-
ture because there weren’t 
the number of gentrifiers liv-
ing here that there are now,” 
said Tim Thomas, who runs 
the revered neighborhood 
blog the  Q at Parkside . 

Times are changing, but 
should Tugboat sink, coffee-
craving neighbors could set-
tle with running on Dunkin’ 
— the neighborhood al-
ready has two of the donut 
depots.

Continued from page 1

COFFEE...

for Rechnitz. “The special 
requirements of a facility in 
this location and providing a 
fieldhouse with the highest 
quality design exceeded the 
$50-million budget.”

The unique plan,  an-
nounced last April , called for 
a 200-meter, cycling track that 
could host major races, as well 
as a boathouse and space for 

sports like basketball, tennis, 
and gymnastics.

Planners shifted the de-
sign later in the year to allow 
for more space for other rec-
reational activities after some 
critics bashed the plan due to 
the relative obscurity of track 
cycling, a sport in which span-
dex-clad riders careen around 
a steeply banked track on sin-
gle-gear bikes.

ing too many bad changes to 
the neighborhood.”

Part of the outrage is due to 
the fact that Greenpoint dwell-
ers didn’t know about the shel-
ter, which is operated by the 
city and open nightly from 9 
pm to 6 am, until it debuted 
in their community.

“The way they went 
about it was all wrong,” 
said Don Stella, who lives 
a few doors down from the 
church. “There’s got to be 
some kind of protocol you fol-
low before you put homeless 
people on your street.”

Pastor Ann Kansfield said 
she didn’t approach her neigh-
bors first to inform them about 
the facility because the deal 
happened quickly after the 
Church of the Ascension, 
which had been planning to 
open the shelter in its Kent 
Street building, suddenly 
backed out in November. 

“By the time we were ap-
proached, winter was settling 
in and we thought it would be 
better for people to not die,” 
said Kansfield, who added 

a month — will be slashed 
to show off the $11 million 
he just invested in his re-
sort. “You can be relaxing 
in South Carolina, while 
you deal with the disaster 
in Brooklyn.”

Trupp hopes to lure 
Brooklynites to his 80-room 
sports lodge and eight town-
houses by renting space for 
just $650 a month, a fee that 
will include club member-
ship, internet access, and 
— get this — long distance 
phone calls. 

He’s so anxious to get 
Brooklynites down there, 
that he will let you in with-
out any down payment. 

“If somebody comes 
down and they’re waiting on 
their renter’s assistance, we 

would probably work with 
them and let them pay us 
when they get the check,” 
he said.

Trupp said his paradise 
has plenty of amenities, 
boasting of its recreation 
center and two restau-
rants, and the fact that it is 
the home to the annual golf 
tournament held by Hoot-
ers, a nationwide restaurant 
chain known for its wings 
and, well, breasts.

Despite all that luxury 
— or possibly because of 
it —  city officials say Brook-
lynites won’t benefit by fly-
ing the coop to the Palmetto 
State.

“You’re going to be disen-
gaged from what’s going on 
here in New York,” said Pe-
ter Spencer, a spokesman for 

S A L O N
January Special

 Japanese Straightening 
starting at $300........$150 

50% OFF BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Tuesday - Friday Only

First Visit Specials
Women’s Cut, $35...........now $25
Blowdry, $25.....................now $19
Mani/Pedi, $25................now $19
Men’s Cut, $25.................now $19

 
718-222-1966

43 Clark St. /located inside the EA gym/ 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Take a 2, 3 Train to Clark Street 

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 8 pm, 

Saturday - Sunday 10 am - 7:30 pm

X$35$35
X$25$25
X$25$25
X$25$25

X$300$300

“I’m into sustainable food 
and food access and afford-
ability and strong commu-
nity,” said Willypoint mem-
ber Kim Wong. “A co-op is 
the perfect way to strengthen 
the community.”

North Brooklyn has be-
come a culinary hotspot in 
recent years, but its grocery 
stores have lagged behind its 
restaurants, foodies com-
plain. But Willypoint will 
soon face some organic com-
petition:  Whole Foods plans 
to open on Bedford Avenue 
in 2014 . 

If the co-op goes the store-

front route, it likely won’t set 
up shop for at least a year. But 
if it does, expect Willypoint 
to reflect the neighborhood’s 
artsy character. 

“We want to have locally-
grown produce, meats and 
dairy, and a community space 
that would have spaces for 
art shows and poetry read-
ings,” said Willypoint orga-
nizer Ryan Watson. “We want 
to have ways to engage with 
the community about where 
their food comes from.”

Visit the co-op’s Face-
book page at  Facebook.
com/willypointfoodcoop .

Continued from page 1
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that the church is simply fol-
lowing its mission of helping 
those in need by housing the 
homeless.

But it’s not loving thy 
neighbors, claim critics who 
accuse the house of worhship 
of hosting the shelter solely to 
get cash from the city.

Kansfield says her church 
will only receive $12,000 an-
nually in the arrangement, part 
of which will go to her $24,000 

salary. The rest of the city’s 
$100,000 shelter budget will 
go to building upkeep, shel-
ter employees’ salaries, and 
utilities, she said.

Shelter opponents say the 
street has taken a turn for the 
worse ever since the Green-
point Reformed Church be-
gan running a soup kitchen 
and food pantry several 
months ago.

“The pantry line goes 
down the block. One day, I 
tried to walk into my house 
and some guy pushed me and 

said ‘Get in f------ line,’ ” said 
Stella. “I’m not against the 
homeless having someplace 
to go, but not like this.”

Kansfield said she was 
reluctant to attribute all of 
the bad behavior on Milton 
Street to the men in the shel-
ter, and encouraged neigh-
bors to call the police if they 
encounter problems.

And some Greenpoint res-
idents are big supporters of 
the shelter, saying it is soci-
ety’s responsibility to assist 
those who need it most.

“A shelter is needed in all 
New York City neighbor-
hoods,” said Brett White, 
who lives on Manhattan Av-
enue. “I want homeless peo-
ple to be taken care of. Maybe 
there will be an increase in 
panhandling, but is that re-
ally a big deal?”

This isn’t the first time a 
Greenpoint homeless shel-
ter has taken heat: neighbors 
 battled to stop   a much larger 
200-bed shelter  that  opened 
on McGuinness Boulevard 
last summer .

Continued from page 1
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BROOKLYN VS. DIXIE: Would luxury accommodations for $650 be 
enough to lure you from the Borough of Churches to Land of Cotton?

the Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing Recovery. “You might 
need to fix your home and go 
to work — we want them to 
be engaged and be involved 
in the decision-making pro-
cess [here].”

Trupp said no one has 
taken him up on his offer as 
yet — and Sheepshead Bay 
mom Liz Brown, a single 
parent who just moved back 
into her apartment since was 
displaced by the storm 69 
days ago, says things such 
as work and kids can get in 
the way of moving to the 
South.

“It’s a wonderful offer for 
someone who is not working 
with children to take them 
out of their horrible area 
and go, but for those of us 
who have to work, there’s 
no place to go, you have to 
go back to your rubble ev-
eryday,” said Brown.

Savannah Lakes Resort 
and Marina [101 Village 
Drive in McCormick, SC, 
29835, (864) 391–3477, 
www.savannahlakes.com].

Continued from page 1

CAROLINA...
KINGS COUNTY MCCORMICK

2,978,615 Population 10,035

29°– 39° January weather 34°– 56°F

Dyker Beach, 
Marine Park

Golf courses Monticello Golf Club, 
Tara Country Club

$32.8 billion Sandy damage $3 million

Nets, Cyclones Professional teams None

Subways, bicycles Get around using Golf cart

149 Murders in 2012 0

Bedford Avenue Popular thruways Howe Interpretive Trail

2,490 acres National parkland 370,442 acres

West Indian Day Parade Big annual event Hooters’ golf outing

“When you take public land 
you want to serve as much of 
the public as you can,” said 
Brooklyn Heights Associ-
ation president Jane Mc-
Groaty, whose group feared 
running the velodrome would 
put Brooklyn Bridge Park — 
which must cover its own oper-
ating costs — in the red. “This 
kind of cycling is not a sport 
that is universal ... the big fear 
was that it was going to be fi-
nancially impossible to sustain 
itself over the long term.”

Rechnitz even threw in 

an additional $10 million on 
top of his original $40-mil-
lion donation to support the 
velodrome in its infancy, but 
concerns about the facility 
mounted, especially after Hur-
ricane Sandy swept through 
the open space,  the New York 
Times reported . 

Representatives for Brook-
lyn Bridge Park said they were 
saddened by the news and will 
revert to earlier plans that 
called for using the area as a 
maintenance facility with pub-
lic restrooms and a boathouse 

— though they have no fund-
ing for that proposal.

“We are grateful that we 
were considered for this 
very generous gift and re-
gret that this project will not 
come to fruition in the park,” 
said Brooklyn Bridge Park 
president Regina Myer. 

Other park advocates 
mourned the loss of the fa-
cility and blamed the proj-
ect’s demise on the contro-
versial decision to cover park 
costs by building housing in-
side the green space.

“This is a terrible loss, 
there is no doubt about it,” 
said Judi Francis, the presi-
dent of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Defense Fund, who has 
fought to get a year-round 
athletic facility in the park for 
years. “It only further proves 
that the interest of housing 
and those who live in and 
around the park supersedes 
the interest of those who need 
a park for recreation.”

Rechnitz vowed to con-
tinue his search for a site to 
build a velodrome in the New 

York City metro area.
“I’m determined to find a 

terrific site on which to build 
a beautifully designed facil-
ity,” the reclusive philanthro-
pist said in a statement. “I 
greatly regret that this cannot 
happen in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park but I am confident that 

we will find a new home for 
the Fieldhouse in the very 
near future.”

He is still forging ahead 
with his plan to turn a decay-
ing Metropolitan Transporta-
tion building known to Gow-
anus residents as the “Bat 
Cave” into an arts hub.

Continued from page 1

VELODRONE

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

State Sen. Marty Golden 
claims food carts starved 
iconic Bay Ridge eatery 
Hinsch’s to death — but 
the beloved luncheonette’s 
owner says his business actu-
ally withered away because of 
the neighborhood’s fat rents 
and changing tastes.

Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
blamed  Hinsch’s impending 
March 1 closure  on a pair 
of  halal vendors that park 
down the block  on Fifth Av-
enue between 86th and 87th 
streets, claiming the mobile 
carts forced the ice cream 
parlor out of business be-
cause they benefit from un-
fair advantages, such as not 

paying rent or utilities.
“In large part, the thriving 

food cart industry on the cor-
ner has closed Hinsch’s,” said 
Golden, calling for a crack-
down on street sellers. “The 
vendors have won this bat-
tle, but we can’t allow this 
to continue.”

Hinsch’s co-owner Roger 
Desmond — who  saved his 

soda fountain from the brink 
of closure in 2011  — said he 
was never in competition with 
the chicken-and-rice peddlers 
because his confectionery ap-
pealed to young families and 
the elderly, while cart-goers 
were typically 20-something 
singles. 

“The clientele I have is not 
a food cart type-clientele,” 

Desmond said. “They had 
nothing to do with Hinsch’s 
closing.”

The restaurateur doesn’t 
blame the carts for the death 
of Hinsch’s — but that doesn’t 
mean he’s a fan of the falafel 
wagons.

Last spring, Desmond — 
who pays $9,000 in monthly 
rent and $15,000 in wa-

ter bills annually — joined 
other brick-and-mortal mer-
chants to protest the vendors 
in a demonstration dubbed 
“Save Our Streets.”

Advocates for the sellers 
of sellers of meals on wheels 
spat out Golden’s claims, 
claiming that studies show 
cheap eats on-the-go don’t 
take customers from store-

front businesses.
“It has been shown that 

vendors do not compete with 
brick-and-mortars,” said 
Sean Basinski, director of 
the Street Vendor Project, a 
group that lobbies on behalf 
of mobile vendors. “People 
looking for a sit-down experi-
ence at a restaurant aren’t go-
ing to go to a food cart.”

Golden: Food carts killed Hinsch’s

State Sen. Marty Golden 
claims food carts forced 
the diner and confection-
ery Hinsch’s to close.
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“It’s a huge improvement to what we’re seeing,” said 
Robert Elmes, the founder of the nearby Galapagos Art 
Space, who said business has improved as more peo-
ple frequent the park. 

Park planners want to tear down an under-used city-
owned paint shed to make room for the project, and con-
vert a second city building beneath the span into a mixed-
use facility with classroom space, an area dedicated to 
park maintenance, and public bathrooms. 

Rock climbing is  on the rise   in Brooklyn   and across   the 
city , but the proposal got off to a rocky start with some open 
space activists, who bashed it as another offering to fans 
of a niche sport just days after  a plan to build a $50-mil-
lion track cycling velodrome in the park crashed .

“Our whole vision was very, very different and it was 
ignored,” said Doreen Gallo, the executive director of the 
DUMBO Neighborhood Alliance and a member of the 
Community Advisory Council for Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
which gives recommendations for park planning and op-
erations. “[Brooklyn Bridge Park planners] are supposed 
to take community input, which is being ignored.”

Gallo said her group has come up with an alternative 
plan for the area — one that calls for more open space and 
“earthen ground” to offer up better vistas of the bridge 
and waterfront from Washington Street.

But climbers say the city has enough great views — 
but not enough forearm-burning, skin-tearing, boulder-
ing routes.

“There are plenty of parks and photo opp places for 
tourists already, give us something to climb on!” said 
Williamsburg resident Dan Gingold via email from a 
climbing trip across the West Coast and Mexico.

And park planners assured the bouldering wall would 
not block vistas, noting that they plan on shaving the 
corners off the remaining city building to open up wa-
terfront view corridors.

“You’ll see the bouldering wall as you walk in but 
it won’t be obstructing views,” said Jennifer Klein, the 
vice president of capital planning and construction for 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park Corporation. “We’re really 
using topography to get people’s eyes moving out into 
the park and out into the river and the pier of the Man-
hattan Bridge as well.”

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

K isses are important 
things, crucial con-
nections we have 

with one another as humans. 
They are necessary and joy-
ous. They are awesome.

But should I be discuss-
ing them with my pre-teen 
boys? 

I guess I have to when they 
bring them up.

“Do you and daddy make 
out?”

I look across the table, 
sigh, then turn back to face 
Eli, breathe in and out deeply, 
and dig in. 

“Yes,” I say. “Actually we 
do.” 

I look away like I always 
do when a scene in a movie or 
book or real life stresses me 
out. I think I see Eli nod, as if 
maybe he suspected as much 
and wanted to see if I would lie 
or dance around it. If this was 
a test, I crossed my fingers that 
maybe I had passed.

Kissing is clearly a hot 
topic among the 11-year-old 
set. Eli has asked me a num-
ber of times when I had my 
first kiss. I tell him it was 
with Eddie Caballero, when 

Requiem for a fi rst kiss

I was 12. 
When he presses me for de-

tails, I explain I’m not sure 
who kissed who, but I hope it 
was a mutually agreed upon 
cataclysm.

Then there is the matter of 
the why it happened at all.

I’m not sure the answer to 
that exists. It just happens. 

I empathize with my prog-
eny as he tries to wrap his head 
around that first fluttering 
of attraction that forced lips 
against lips after months of 
conversations after school. I 

understand that he wonders if 
a kiss is a sign of something 
even greater, of a crazy, se-
cret connection between two 
people that he can only fanta-
size about.

I want so desperately to of-
fer sound advice on who my 
kids should first kiss, on when, 
and where. I would love for the 
outcome to be phenomenal, the 
memory to be emblazoned for-
ever as a pure positive.  

I wants to explain it to my 
boys, with lots of mushy ad-
jectives, the joys of making 
out when you feel really con-

nected to someone. 
But I hold back on the de-

tails, and certainly offer up no 
visuals. My husband and I are 
not very open when it comes 
to actually making out. That 
is kept behind closed doors, 
so to the boys, it is a weird, 
unknown world.

And so I move forward, 
maintaining something be-
tween silence and TMI on 
the subject of S-E-X and its 
nascent manifestations. I keep 
my fingers crossed that they 
will find their way. And I’m 
here if they need me, to field 
questions, even those ques-
tions that seem to have no 
answers.

Some things, I’ve been told, 
you cannot learn from your 
mother. 

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

Come Check it Out! 
New Chef, New Menu!! 

THE 

SPOT 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Kid 2nd Floor Entry Fee 
$2.50/child every day,  

 

$5 max fees per family,  
$2.50 waived with  

each $15 food purchase 

“When this was originally proposed, it wasn’t sup-
posed to be luxury housing,” said Community Board 2 
member Carolyn Hubbard-Kamunanwire.

Hubbard-Kamunanwire and others also worry a tall, 
dense building at the development site will block views 
of the historic Williamsburgh Savings Bank

“[The Two Trees building] does make a gesture to not 
blocking the tower’s skyline presence, but I think that ges-
ture isn’t quite working well enough,” said architect Greg-
ory Kiss, a resident of the Williamsburgh Savings Bank 
who crafted renderings showing the proposed skyscraper 
obstructing the art deco masterpiece from several vantage 
points. “This building has a unique place in the skyline 
and it’s clearly got a very unique history; it’s worth try-
ing to preserve as much of that as possible.”

Two Trees — which made a name for itself develop-
ing DUMBO and recently branched out  to Williams-
burg  — has already earned the endorsement of power 
players including Mayor Bloomberg and Councilwoman 
Tish James due to the plan’s arts offerings and the fact 
that 20 percent of the proposed apartments will be re-
served for tenants with low incomes.

The CB2 land-use committee voted in favor of the 
plan earlier this month, but enough members of the full-
board abstained or voted against the project that it did 
not win the group’s outright approval last week.

Borough President Markowitz — who has publicly 
praised the Two Trees design — will host a hearing on 
the plan Wednesday before making a ruling.

ganic grower upstate in Orange 
County, to stock kale, spinach, 
shallots, and apples on either 
Saturdays or Sundays.

Varges also plans to invite 
borough food-sellers to ped-
dle their goods. 

“I want to find Brook-
lyn people who are making 
amazing honey or charcute-
rie or baked goods and give 
them a table,” she said. 

The idea to mix a bar with 
a farmer’s market came af-
ter Varges used a table in the 
front of the pub to sell ex-

tra produce intended to be 
used as ingredients in mixed 
drinks and the few food items 
offered at the Tradesman. 

Neighborhood produce fans 
are thrilled an organic farmers 
market is coming to the area, 
which has fewer green-sellers 
than Williamsburg, or Bush-
wick around the Morgan Av-
enue L train stop. 

“There’s a very small 
farmers market over by the 
post office. I’ve been going to 
that one for two years,” said 
Erica Lopez, who lives on 
Manhattan Avenue. “If there 

Continued from page 1
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undated shop lost $35,000 
in perishables and suffered 
$30,000 in other damages. 
“She was a paradigm shift 
— everybody completely 
shifted their whole thought 
process about what’s possible. 
She created opportunity for 
people to make changes.”

The storm cut his power 
for 15 days and kept his shop 
closed for weeks — includ-
ing the Thanksgiving rush — 
but it gave him a blank slate 
to plan a bigger bakery built 
to withstand storms.

Tarpin wants to flood-
proof the new space by 
keeping all electrical and 
mechanical equipment off 
of the ground and out of reach 
from powerful surges, build-
ing the sheetrock walls on 
top of water resistant cinder-
blocks, and installing a back-
up generator system. 

“If we build it in the right 
way it won’t put us out of 
business for a month,” said 
the Miami native.

It won’t be easy — but re-
locating somewhere further 
inland isn’t an option. 

“I love being on the wa-
ter,” he said. “Any time we 
played with the idea of relo-
cating to a place that wasn’t 
on the water it was just not 
appealing.”

Tarpin is excited about the 
move, but said he will miss the 
smaller, more quaint space and 
his longtime landlord Greg 
O’Connell, who helped de-
velop the neighborhood.

“It’s bittersweet,” he said.
Tarpin hopes to move to 

185 Van Dyke St. by April 
1, but confections are still 
available at Steve’s Authen-
tic Key Lime Pies [204 Van 
Dyke St. between Conover 
and Ferris streets in Red 
Hook, (718) 858-5333]. 

were one that offered more 
things and had more organic 
products or more variety, I 
would be very happy.”

This isn’t the first time the 
bar has held events that aren’t 
very, well, bar-like. Last sum-
mer, the Tradesman hosted 
a small food stand in front 
of the bar, and in the fall the 
watering hole was home to a 
pop-up Ethiopian restaurant 
called Bunna Cafe.

“The bar is a great can-
vas for doing things,” said 
Sam Saverance, one of the 
owners of Bunna Cafe. “It’s 
clean and spacious and La-
rissa is very open-minded. 
It’s good to have a place like 
that around.”

Continued from page 1
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Playing Wednesday
thru Sunday!

For full show schedule and to buy tickets, go to disneyonice.com, Ticketmaster.com,  
 Retail Locations, American Express Box Office at Barclays Center

or call 1-800-745-3000

JAN. 23 – 27


