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MEAN STREETS: TRANSPORTATION STORIES FROM AROUND THE BOROUGH

Center and use that cash to move 
into a new, modern facility two 
blocks away.

“Andrew Carnegie’s real leg-
acy is not necessarily bricks and 
mortar, but the idea of access to 
the incredible wealth of infor-
mation and knowledge contained 

in a library for everybody,” said 
Brooklyn Public Library vice 
president for government and 
community relations Josh Na-
chowitz, who wants to put the 
Classical Revival–style structure 
on the market rather than shell 
out $11 million of the $15-mil-

lion annual system-wide mainte-
nance budget to fix it up.

Cutting their losses by treating 
the historic Pacific branch as the 
system’s sacrificial lamb would let 
the Brooklyn Public Library focus 
on services and programming at 
its other 59 branches — helping 
the library chain live up to Carn-
egie’s ideals, officials say.

“If Carnegie were alive to-
day he would be very desperate 

to see the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary provide the best services 
in the most accessible building 
in the most modern facility,” Na-
chowitz said.

That modern facility would 
come in the form of a slightly 
bigger branch inside a planned 
32-story tower developed by Two 
Trees Management Co., which 
would be brighter, airier, and bet-

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The future of the Brooklyn 
Public Library system hinges on 
a simple question: what would 
Andrew Carnegie want?

The steel tycoon financed the 
construction of 21 libraries across 
the borough more than a century 
ago, promoting literacy and gift-
ing Brooklynites iconic gilded-
age architecture, but as his 18 sur-
viving structures age and libraries 
transition from halls of books to 
hubs of technology, the inheritors 
of Carnegie’s charitable legacy 
face tough fiscal choices.

The Pacific branch opened on 
Fourth Avenue in 1904 as Brook-
lyn’s first Carnegie library, but the 
building is becoming a threat to 
the magnate’s vision, according 
to Brooklyn Public Library offi-
cials who want to sell the prop-
erty just steps from the Barclays 

HISTORICAL FRICTION
Plan to sell aged library a battle over Andrew Carnegie’s vision

NEWS ANALYSIS

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Here’s one way for a developer to 
ingratiate himself with the new neigh-
bors.

Jed Walentas, the new owner of the 
Domino Sugar factory, will temporar-
ily hand over a football-field-sized lot 
on his massive Williamsburg site for 
use as an urban farm, bike course, 
yoga studio, and reading room until 
the builder gets around to developing 
the property.

The east end of the Kent Avenue lot 
between S. Third and S. Fourth streets 
will be run by community open space 
guru Bobby Redd and will include an 
all-weather reading room, a commu-

nity farm headed by North Brooklyn 
Farms and a green space that will be 
used for activities including yoga, aer-
obics, and public events. 

“We plan to establish a community 
green space where all are welcome,” 
said Redd. “We have had immense suc-
cess working with the Bushwick com-
munity over the past 14 months and 
we look forward to working together 
with our new neighbors in South Wil-
liamsburg.”

The west side of the lot, which will be 
run by Jessica Kocher of Ride Brooklyn, 
will include a practice cycling space for 
young riders, beginner and intermediate 
bike tracks, and a pump track, which 
is a small course set up with bumps, 

Play at Domino
Bikes, yoga, veggies, and books 
coming to vacant lot this year

Pete and Jessica Kocher of Ride 
Brooklyn will run a bicycle course 
on part of the Domino site.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Park Slope churchgo-
ers stepped out of mass on 
Palm Sunday clutching their 
blessed reeds and wearing 
their pre-Easter finest, but lit-
tle did they know a modern-
day revelation at Mount Sinai 
was underfoot nearby.

The borough humanists 
at the Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture had gathered 
just blocks away to unveil 
a more Brooklyn-appropri-
ate version of the Ten Com-
mandments — not a “thou” 
or a “shalt” in the lot.

In fact, secular clergy 
leader Catherine Bordeau 
only came up with six rules 
— if you could call them 
that.

“I don’t really like to do 
lists,” she warned first, be-
fore offering up her com-
mandments (see page 6) in 
a scene that couldn’t have 
looked more different than 
Charlton Heston’s tablet-
wielding tableau in “The 
Ten Commandments.”

The Brooklyn command-
ments are less clear-cut than 
the ones Moses brought down 

IT IS LAW
Brooklyn now given its 
own commandments

The Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture con-
cocted its own set of commandments. What 
would Charlton Heston think?
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Swapping all of Boerum Hill’s 
traffic lights for stop signs would 
curb reckless drivers and facilitate 
a more efficient traffic flow, ac-
cording to one longtime resident 
of the brownstone enclave.

Bergen Street resident Howard 
Rubinstein fired off a letter to De-
partment of Transportation com-
missioner Janette Sadik-Khan call-
ing for the installation of four-way 
stop signs throughout the neighbor-
hood to stop drivers from treating 
residential roads as if they were 
Atlantic Avenue.

“Traffic lights are wildly over-
used,” said Rubinstein, who wants 
lights to be removed at every in-
tersection on Hoyt, Bond, and 
Nevins streets between Warren 
and Schermerhorn streets — with 
the exception of bustling Atlan-
tic Avenue. 

“They are a reasonable thing 

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Vinegar Hill residents aren’t 
exactly throwing rocks at bicy-
clists, but they are pointing to 

their historic stone streets as a 
reason to keep a bike lane out 
of their neighborhood.

Two petitions from the Vin-

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A radical redesign is in store 
for Fourth Avenue, if a new De-
partment of Transportation pro-
posal gets the green light.

The city previewed a draft plan 
for the Bay Ridge stretch of the 
thoroughfare that would shave 
it down to a single lane in each 
direction for 13 blocks between 
Ovington Avenue and 84th Street, 
a painted median running down 
the middle of the avenue.

The city also proposes to cre-
ate a left-turn bay at 75th Street, 
install a concrete pedestrian is-
land on the southern side of the 
86th Street intersection, and elim-
inate an unspecified number of 
parking spots.

The new designs are a re-
sponse to resident complaints 
about  speeding , double-parking, 
and hazardous pedestrian condi-
tions along the corridor, which the 
transportation department heard 
at a Jan. 24 public workshop in 

Stops are a go
Activist says signs, not lights, 
will tame Boerum Hill streets

Vinegar Hill fears bike lane 
would harm historic streets

A new Fourth Avenue
City plans narrower roadway to stop speeders

Belgian blocks line Water Street in Vinegar Hill, where 
locals are angry about bike paths that may knock some 
of the historic paving out for good.
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Cobble effect

to do on a street like Atlantic 
Avenue, but when you have 
these residential streets traf-

Boerum Hill resident Ho-
ward Rubinstein wants 
to see all-way stop signs 
replace traffic lights.
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The city plans to construct a concrete island as a refuge 
for pedestrians crossing Fourth Avenue at 86th Street, 
among other tweaks along the roadway.
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the neighborhood. 
The lost lane would create 

space to accommodate patients 
at doctors’ offices on the strip, 
ending the practice of leaving cars 
in the street due to insufficient 

parking, and also place no park-
ing “drop-off zones” at certain 
corners for standing vehicles. But 
the designers claimed that their 
sophisticated software showed 

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s got a brand new 
bridge.

The long-awaited Squibb Park Bridge 
opened Thursday, offering pedestrians 

a 450-foot, zig-zagging shortcut from 
Brooklyn Heights to Brooklyn Bridge 
Park — along with some of the bor-
ough’s best views of the Manhattan 
skyline, the Statue of Liberty, and the 

Bridge Park’s new shortcut has style

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Industrialist Andrew Carne-
gie bequeathed Brooklyn with 
21 libraries in a bout of philan-
thropy that forever changed the 

borough’s literary landscape — 
but more than a century later, li-
brary officials say the aging Car-
negie branches are a struggle to 
maintain, a challenge to operate, 
and, in the case of the Pacific 

branch, better used as a real es-
tate play than a cultural hub.

As activists rally to save the 
first borough library funded by 
the steel magnate from the threat 
of the wrecking ball, we whipped 

up this report on the state of the 
borough’s Carnegie branches, 
based on information from li-
brary trustees and details about 
the buildings from author Mary 
Dierickx’s “The Architecture of 

Literacy: The Carnegie Librar-
ies of New York City,” which 
this reporter checked out of the 
Brooklyn Heights branch — a 
newer 1962 library building that 
officials also hope to sell.

AT RISK
Pacific branch 

Opened: Oct. 8, 1903
Condition: Poor 

Carnegie classics a struggle for Bklyn library

See CARNEGIE  on page 11

WALK THIS WAY
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Co-owners Phillip English and Joe Petersen, with astrolo-
gist Licorice Root, run an occult bookstore in Bushwick.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The literature at a new 
Bushwick bookstore is bound 
to raise your spirits.

Phillip English and Joe 
Petersen opened the occult 
bookstore, boutique and per-
formance space Catland on a 
quiet stretch of Flushing Av-

enue last month in hopes of 
serving the borough’s boom-
ing metaphysical scene.

“It’s for the Pagans and 
the Wiccans and the mystics 
and the hoodoo root work-
ers,” said English, who was 
raised an Odinian, a worship-
per of Norse god Odin, and is 
now a Thelemite, a follower 

Magic: The gathering
Bushwick’s new bookstore an occult haven

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The long-shuttered Smith–Ninth 
Street subway station will finally open 
next month after transit-starved Red 
Hook straphangers waited nearly two 

years for major renovation work to 
come to an end.

The closed F and G train stop on 
the border of Red Hook and Carroll 
Gardens was slated to reopen last De-
cember, but fell behind schedule due 

to issues with contractors —  pushing 
the planned grand reopening back to 
late March .

March apparently came around 
too soon, however, and Metropolitan 

Light at end of the tunnel
MTA: Smith–Ninth station will reopen next month

Look for this starting April 22.
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See OCCULT  on page 6

See MTA  on page 4

See BRIDGE  on page 12

See LIGHTS  on page 12 See COBBLE  on page 4 See FOURTH  on page 6

See SHALT  on page 6See DOMINO  on page 4

See LIBRARY  on page 11

Brooklyn Public Library officials say the interior of the his-
toric Pacific branch is dilapidated. The historic Carnegie li-
brary on Fourth Avenue is in need of $11 million in repairs.
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Going smoke-free is the only way to protect your family and neighbors 
from the dangers of secondhand smoke at home. 

 

It’s easier than you think.
Contact the Brooklyn Smoke-Free Partnership 
today to learn more about how your building 

can go smoke-free.  

Visit: NYCSmokeFree.org/housing

FACT: Smoke-free Homes 
are Healthier and Safer.
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Same day repairs or 
while you wait!

Cracked screens, liquid damage, 
charging ports, audio trouble, 

and much more!

CPR Brooklyn 
224B Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Phone: 347-763-1525
 347-763-1539
www.cpr-brooklyn.com

Find us on Facebook
@CPR-Cell-Phone-Repair-Brooklyn

WE REPAIR:
 Cell phones
 iPads/tablets
 iPods/mp3 players
 Laptops
 Game systems
 GPS’s 
 PDA’s
 and much more!

Get $10 off you next electronics repair!
WE CAN FIX IT!

Water damage, cracked screens, 
dropped phones, charging 

problems, unresponsive screens, 
speaker problems, and more!

Cell Phones
Game Systems
Tablets/eReaders
Laptops
Cameras
GPS units
...and more

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

Buy  Sell
Trade  Repair

Stop by and check 
out our wide variety of 
refurbished phones, 
all with a 6 month 

warranty!

Lifetime warranty on 
all accessories

www.cpr-brooklyn.com  224B Atlantic Ave.   347-763-1525   347-763-1539

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313
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Central Library, Dweck Center
10 Grand Army Plaza
Thursday, April 4, 6:30 – 8 PM

This competition is brought to you by 

the Business & Career Library Success 

Council and Citi Foundation.

Win $15,000!

A chance to build 
your business.

Owl and Thistle General Store, Crown Heights

Syd’s Serious Sandwich Shop, Crown Heights Argyle Yarn Shop, Windsor Terrace

The Library can help bring your Brooklyn  
business dreams to life. 

To apply, register for an orientation session  
at bklynpubliclibrary.org/business/powerup  
or call 718.623.7000 (option 4).

Last orientation session! 

Register today

O U R  B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C O V E R A G E

While the country has 
been focusing its collective 
attention on the darling Ea-
gles of Florida Gulf Coast 
University and the madness 
that is college basketball in 
March, the Brooklyn Nets 
have pulled an upset of their 
own: proof of life for Kris 
Humphries.  

The Mirza Teletovic ex-
periment seems to come 
to an inconclusive end, at 
least for now. The big Bos-
nian sharpshooter spread 
the floor well, but didn’t re-
ally do what he was given 
minutes to do: make bas-
kets. And then there was 

the whole issue of playing 
defense.  

Enter Humphries. Again.
This column has often 

criticized Humphries for 
failing to live up to his pre-
vious on-court production 
after signing a fat offsea-
son contract.

And his poor performance 
also caught the eye of coach 
P.J. Carlesimo, earning him 
a temporary spot in “Peej’s” 
doghouse at the end of the 
bench.

But on a lengthy Nets road 
trip, Humphries seems to 
have rediscovered the foun-
tain of last season — logging 
significant minutes for the 
first time in a long time.

Coming off the bench in 
a win against the Phoenix 
Suns, Humphries netted a 
season-high 17 points and 
was just two boards away 

from getting his first dou-
ble-double since Jan. 21 — 
a feat he averaged last year 
in New Jersey.  

And while one game does 
not a comeback make, it sure 
was a pleasant surprise to 
see Humphries contribute 
offensively. 

Any semblance of an of-
fensive threat from the power 
forward position is a wel-
come sight for a Brooklyn 
team that has lacked that ex-
tra punch all year. 

Can Humphries keep it 
up? It is March madness 
— bigger upsets have hap-
pened. 

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

One half of Brooklyn’s 
back court looks ready to 
take on the world. The other 
half is a mystery.

After a 20-point show-
ing against Philadelphia 
on March 11, shooting star 
Joe Johnson has been a cu-
rious case for the last two 
weeks. He hit just 36.8 per-
cent from the field in four 
games and sat out another 
two — the first with the same 
sore left heel that has bugged 
him throughout the season, 
the second with a newly sore 
right quad.

After receiving those 
platelet-rich plasma injec-
tions last month, point guard 
Deron Williams is playing 
like the All-Star he is paid 

Fans missed Kris
Humphries is fi nally out of his slump

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Injured Johnson a worry for Bklyn
Why the shooting guard must be a shooting star in post-season

Kris Humphries is back — and Brooklynites should 
be happy.
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to be. But Johnson is in fact 
the most expensive player 
on the Nets, and his stum-
bles with just 11 games left 
before the playoffs are trou-
bling.

Joe has been up-and-
down — okay, mostly down 
— all season. But he has 
come up huge when it mat-
tered, hitting clutch shot af-
ter clutch shot as time ex-
pired.

Those huge baskets 
haven’t been made in a 
vacuum. During a Febru-
ary barn-burner against 
Milwaukee in which John-
son hit a game-tying three 
in regulation and a buzzer-
beater in overtime, “Iso 
Joe” shot 10–18 and put 
up 24 points. The game 
before that he went 10–19 
with 26 points against the 
Nuggets.

That December buzzer-
beater in double-overtime 
against the Pistons? Joe led 

all scorers with 28 point 
on 12–22 shooting. The 
game before he had 23 on 
50 percent shooting. The 
second-overtime winner 
against the Wizards in Jan-
uary? He made half of his 
shots in that game for 18 
points. The contest before, 
he had torched the formida-
ble Oklahoma City Thun-
der for 33. 

Point is: Joe isn’t just go-
ing to hobble off the bench 
to hit a game-winner. He 
needs to be healthy and 
feeling it to give the Nets 
the boost they will likely 
need with their season on 
the line. Whether he can get 
to that point over the next 
month is the Nets’ burn-
ing question.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with 
a middling high school 
basketball career who 
is sure the Nets win 
thanks to team’s top-tier 
guards.If Joe Johnson isn’t healthy, the Nets are in trouble.
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FIND FRONT COURT/BACK COURT EVERY WEEK AT BROOKLYNPAPER.COM

866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25004  AWP  March 29–April 4, 2013

BED BUG PROBLEM? 
OUR SPECIALTY! 

888-900-8421
www.nycgopest.com

Bed Bugs
Termites
Ants
Nuisance 
Wildlife
Roaches
Rodents

Pest 
Control 
for All 

Seasons

Restaurants

Sponsorship Opportunities Available

Come Find Opportunity!
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Wednesday, April 10
9AM - 3PM

Contact: 347-464-0777   
info@cardinaltradegroup.com
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Brooklyn’s Business Trade Show

TradeBklyn.com

Register now at 
TradeBklyn.com

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

jumps, and berms.
Volunteers from the New 

York City Mountain Bike 
Association will oversee the 
courses, and Kocher said she 

Transportation Authority of-
ficials now say the elevated 
station is on track to open 
the week of April 22.

“There were some resid-
ual delays from the contrac-
tor and some residual delays 
from Sandy,” Andrew In-
glesby, the MTA’s assistant 
director of government and 
community relations, said at 
a Community Board 6 meet-
ing last Thursday. 

Red Hook commuters, 
who have limited transpor-
tations options even when the 
station is in service, aren’t 

putting much stock in the 
Smith–Ninth Street stop’s 
newest proposed reopen-
ing date.

“It opens when it opens,” 
said Hicks Street resident 
Desmond Hill. “I just hope 
it was worth all the wait.” 

The complete renovation 
of the station, expected to 
cost more than $41 million, 
is part of the city’s $257.5 
Culver Viaduct rehabilitation 
project, which Inglesby an-
nounced will be completed 
by the end of the year.

“We’re close — we’re 
deep in the home stretch,” 

hopes to get a handful of loaner 
bikes for children and possi-
bly adults.

“The purpose of this is to 
have a place to mountain bike 
in Brooklyn,” said Kocher, 
who lamented the fact that 
Brooklyn is the only bor-
ough without mountain bike 
trails. “Personally, we wanted 
a place to ride.”

Redd and Kocher submitted 
separate proposals, but Walen-
tas’s company, Two Trees 
Management Co., merged 
them together, creating an ur-
ban utopia for the pedal-push-
ing, organic-dining set.

“We married them,” said 
Dave Lombino, director of spe-
cial projects at Two Trees.

Two months ago, Two Trees 
announced it was  searching 
for operators  to take over the 
space across the street from 
the main refinery building 
while it pushed its  new plans  
through the city’s land-use re-
view process.

Two Trees will not charge 
the interim operators rent, said 
Lombino, but they will pay 
utilities.

The initial agreement with 
the operators is for one year, 
and it could be extended, de-
pending on how long it takes 
Two Trees to get approval and 
finish the site design.

Walentas has said the com-
pany wants to build on the Kent 
Street lot first, but Lombino 
said ground will not be bro-
ken until late 2014 at the ear-
liest. 

“For us, it’s silly to have this 
site fenced off from the com-
munity,” said Lombino. “We 
want to signal to the commu-
nity that we are creative and 
ambitious.”

Continued from page 1

DOMINO...

Inglesby said.
The project includes the 

restoration of several other 
stations, such as the under-
construction Fourth Avenue–
Ninth Street stop, where work 
will wrap up by May, said 
Inglesby.  

But station renovations 
aren’t over for Brownstone 

Brooklyn commuters.
Transportation officials 

are in the planning stages 
of rehabbing the stairwells 
at the Seventh Avenue–Ninth 
Street F and G stop in Park 
Slope, which could start as 
early as June, said Inglesby. 
The job will take six to eight 
months to complete.

Continued from page 1

MTA...

egar Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation attack the Brook-
lyn Waterfront Greenway 
— a planned 14-mile bike 
lane stretching from Green-
point to Bay Ridge along the 
water — as a threat to their 
roadways, and their way of 
life.

 One of the petitions posted 
on change.org , demands the 
Greenway be re-routed out of 
the small residential neigh-
borhood in order to protect 
Water Street’s historic Bel-

gian blocks — and prevent 
a steady stream of cyclists 
from disrupting the quaint 
atmosphere of their historic 
district.

“The use of Vinegar Hill 
by the Greenway would pose 
a danger to pedestrians, to 
motorists, to our Belgian 
block cobblestones, and 
to the historic character of 
our neighborhood,” reads 
 the petition , which had 98 
supporters signing on as of 
March 21. 

“[The] Greenway would 

bring thousands of bikers 
from all over that would 
add noise, traffic hazards, 
and garbage to a neighbor-
hood that currently has none 
of that,” one signer, resident 
Kathryn Gurland, wrote on 
the website. 

 Another petition  by the 
Neighborhood Association 
opposes the use of “machine-
altered” cobblestones for 
street repairs in the neigh-
borhood, insisting that only 
hand-crafted or salvaged Bel-
gian blocks are fit for their 
landmarked community.

That petition also specif-
ically singles out the pro-
posed Greenway bike lane 

as a threat to their streets’ 
character.

Six blocks of Water Street 
in Vinegar Hill are currently 
included in the Greenway 
proposal, but Brian McCor-
mick, the Greenway’s direc-
tor of development, said he 
is happy to listen to the Vin-
egar Hill Neighborhood As-
sociation’s concerns.

“It’s a process that’s been 
going on for a long time via 
our public planning work-
shops,” McCormick said, 
adding that Vinegar Hill 
residents are still welcome 
to present alternatives to 
the bike path in a public fo-
rum.

Continued from page 1

COBBLE...

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick
A 51-year-old man was ar-

rested for threatening Broad-
way grocery store clerks with 
a razor blade after they ac-
cused him of trying to steal 
$55 worth of cheese on 
March 18. 

An employee told police 
that the man walked into the 
supermarket between Keap 
and Hooper streets at 2 pm 
and put large bricks of cheese 

in his pants.
When the staff approached 

him, he whipped out a blade, 
cops reported.

Workers called police and 
officers cuffed a suspect on 
robbery charges.

That’s what’s up
A pair of friendly robbers 

shook a man down for his 
iPhone and wallet on Berry 
Street on March 18.

The victim told police 
he was walking between 
S. Ninth and S. 10th streets 
at 1:30 am when two men 
started walking next to him 
and made conversation. 

“What’s up, dude?” one 
asked. 

The thug then whipped 
out a long knife and stuck 
it against the victim’s neck. 
He threw the victim to the 
ground and pulled his wal-
let, iPhone, and $7 out of his 
pockets. They then ran off 
down Berry Street.

Giving chase
A 27-year-old woman 

thwarted a pair of robbers 
who tried to steal her prop-
erty on March Avenue on 
March 19.

The victim told police she 
was walking home near S. 
Fourth Street at 9:30 pm when 
a man grabbed her and put 
his hand over her mouth. 
Another assailant pulled 
her purse from her shoul-
der and the pair fled. 

But the woman chased 
them until they threw her 
purse to the ground and 
ran off. The woman got her 
property back and was not 
injured. 

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Barroom brawl
One woman attacked an-

other after they got into an ar-
gument at a nightclub on N. 
Eighth Street on March 20. 

The victim told police that 
she was at a bar between Dri-
ggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street at midnight when a 
verbal argument turned vi-
olent. According to the vic-
tim, the assailant picked up 
a glass and hit her in the 
head, causing a cut above 
her left eye. The perp then 
ran away.

The victim was treated at 
the scene, and police have 

made no arrests.

Fast heist
An unknown deviant as-

saulted a man on N. Eighth 
Street and then briefly stole 
his car on Feb. 26. 

The victim told police that 
he was on the street between 
Driggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street at 2:05 pm when the 
shifty robber punched him 
in the face and kicked him in 
the stomach before stealing 
his car and driving it around 
the block and leaving it.

Glock goon
A robber shoved a Glock 

pistol in the face of victim 
and stole all of his property on 
West Street on Feb. 26. 

The victim told police that 
he was standing near Huron 
Street at 6:30 pm when the 
perp pulled out the hand-
gun. 

“Give me everything,” the 
robber said. 

The victim forked over his 
wallet, cellphone, debit card 
and driver’s license, and the 
robber fled.

iStolen
A gang of teen punks 

stole a man’s electronics as 
he walked to work on Bedford 
Avenue on March 12. 

The victim told police 
he was near N. 11th Street 
at 6:40 pm when he saw the 
teenagers standing around 
ominously. 

“I have a gun, give me 
your stuff,” one of them 
said to him. 

The victim handed over 
his iPod and iPod Nano and 
the gang ran off.

Bling blade
Six teenagers robbed a 

guy and threatened to stab 
him if he didn’t hand over 
his jewelry and electronics 
on Metropolitan Avenue on 
March 22. 

The victim told police he 
was near Lorimer Street at 
3:10 pm when six kids sur-
rounded him and one pulled 
out a six-inch knife.

“If you don’t run your 
pockets, I will stab you,” 

the knife-wielder said. 
The 18-year-old victim 

handed over his cellphone, 
headphones, and a gold chain 
and the six goons all ran into 
the Lorimer Street L train 
station. 

Bullet holes
A 75-year-old woman 

heard someone fire shots 
and discovered bullets had 
hit outside her N. Ninth Street 
house on March 19. 

The woman told police she 
was in her home between Kent 
and Wythe avenues at 3:30 
am when she heard the shots.
 — Danielle Furfaro

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Bra spree
A trio of male perps made 

off with more than $1,200 
worth of bras from a Flat-
bush Avenue franchise lin-
gerie store on March 5. 

A surveillance video 
showed the bandits swipe a 
total of 44 brassieres from the 
store near Atlantic Avenue at 
7 pm, according to cops. 

One of the thieves viewed 
on the tape was previously 
arrested for a similar incident 
at the same store in Queens, 
police said. 

Keg haul 
A thirsty criminal stole 

three beer kegs from the back 
of a delivery truck parked 
in front of Hanson Place on 
March 18.

The truck driver, who 
works for a beer distributor, 
told cops that he left the ve-
hicle on the street near Flat-
bush Avenue unattended to 
make a delivery to a restau-
rant at 11:20 am. 

When he returned just 10 
minutes later he noticed that 
three 330-ounce kegs of craft 
beer were missing. 

Bad luck 
An opportune thief swiped 

a wallet a man left behind in a 
department store on Atlantic 
Avenue on March 22.

The 33-year-old victim 

told police that he mistak-
enly dropped his wallet on 
the floor when he was leav-
ing the store near Flatbush 
Avenue at 4:20 pm. 

He noticed that his wal-
let — containing his driv-
er’s license, Social Security 
card, and bankcards — was 
missing about 20 minutes 
later, and when he went to 
retrieve it, the billfold was 
gone.

The store’s surveillance 
video showed a woman pick 
up the wallet and leave the lo-
cation, according to police.

Easy steal 
A crook snatched a wom-

an’s belongings while she 
was in a Union Street bar 
on March 17.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops that she placed 
her pocketbook and her 
gray coat on a chair in the 
bar near Fifth Avenue at 3 
am and walked away.

When she came back 20 
minutes later, her coat and 
purse — holding her iPhone, 
wallet, iPod, $40, and bank-
cards — were missing. 

Gold digger 
A devious swindler ripped 

off a man who took the thief 
home with him after a night 
out on March 15. 

The 40-year-old victim 
told cops that he brought 
the culprit back to his Eighth 
Avenue apartment between 
Lincoln and Berkeley places 
sometime in the night after 
the two were out at a Man-
hattan bar. 

When the man awoke the 
next day at 10 am his iPhone, 
iPad, $60, 30 euros, and bank-
cards — along with the per-
son he brought home — were 
missing. 

The man could not recall 
the exact time of the incident 
or any information about the 
perp, cops said. 

Check out 
A thief looted some pricey 

jewelry from a Third Avenue 
hotel room on March 16. 

The 32-year-old victim 
told police that she left her 
white diamond medallion 
and some change on the 
night stand in the room of 
the hotel between 13th and 
14th streets at 6:40 pm.

When she returned to the 
room the next day at about 
3:20 pm she noticed that 

the medallion, change, and 
a white-gold chain she left in 
the drawer were gone. 

 — Natalie Musumeci

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Scary attack
A thug robbed and threat-

ened to kill a woman on 
Woodhull Street on March 
17, police claim.

The victim was near Co-
lumbia Street at 11:30 pm 
when the marauder ap-
proached.

“Go into the park or I’ll 
kill you,” said the perp. 

When the woman refused, 
he pushed her to the ground, 
taking her iPhone, a wallet 
with credit cards and an ID, 
and a set of keys.

Gunpoint mug
Two thugs robbed and 

threatened a woman on Clin-
ton Street on March 12, po-
lice said. 

The victim told po-
lice she was walking near 
Third Place at 9:20 pm when 
the men showed her a gun 
and demanded money. She 
gave them her iPod Nano 
and screamed, leading the 
men to flee.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Nevins help us
A crook stole an iPhone 

from a man who was using 
the device to listen to music 
while waiting for the south-
bound 4 train at the Nevins 
Street station on March 24, 
police said. 

The thief snatched the 
white earbuds and phone 
out of the victim’s hands 
at around 5:50 pm, and ran 
down Dekalb Avenue.

Hard hats on
Cops cuffed a 35-year-

old man accused of hitting 
someone over the head 
with an unknown object 
at a construction site on 
March 19.

The attack occurred on 
Bridge Street near Wil-
loughby Street at 3:35 pm, 
leaving the victim with two 
gashes on the top of his head.
 — Jaime Lutz

Man cuffed with cheese in his pants
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

And the winner is … 
Brooklyn!

The 2013 MTV Video 
Music Awards are com-
ing to the Barclays Cen-
ter on Aug. 25, the televi-
sion station announced on 
Monday.

MTV started teasing 
its online fans by posting 
pictures on  its Instagram 
page  of the show’s iconic 
Moonman award traveling 

from the Staples Center 
in Los Angeles, where 
the awards were held last 

year, all the way to new arena 
at Flatbush and Atlantic av-
enues — with some shots on 
the Brooklyn Bridge and a 
Fort Greene mural honor-
ing deceased borough em-
cee the Notorious B.I.G. in 
between.

Borough President 
Markowitz said Brooklyn 
is the obvious place for the 
Video Music Awards.

“From hip-hop to hip-
sters, Jay-Z to MGMT, 
Brooklyn musicians have 
a long history of dominat-
ing the spotlight on MTV,” 
said Markowitz. “Brooklyn 

is a cultural Mecca — the 
hippest, coolest place for 
young people across the 
country, and has played a 
crucial role in the careers 
of some of 2013’s biggest 
bands, like Fun and the Lu-
mineers,”

Past Brooklyn winners 
of the Moonman statue in-
clude Beastie Boys, Bjork, 
and Matt and Kim.

The cable channel has not 
yet announced the nominees 
nor the host of this year’s 
show.

Comedian Kevin Hart had 
the honor last year.

Show time!
Barclays Center to host MTV awards
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Getting from Park Slope 
to the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District would get a 
lot easier for cyclists if the 
city rolls out a new bike lane 
on Sackett Street, planners 
say.

The Department of Trans-
portation wants to install a 
path for two-wheelers on 
Sackett Street that would 
connect to an existing Park 
Slope route and cross the 
Gowanus Canal on Union 
Street — helping bike riders 
safely get from the brown-
stone neighborhood to Van 
Brunt Street. 

“The main goal is to im-
prove connectivity in the 
neighborhood from Grand 
Army Plaza to the Brook-
lyn waterfront,” said the De-
partment of Transportation’s 
project manager Kimberly 
Rancourt.

The proposed Sackett 
Street bike path would be-
gin at the foot of a lane that 
runs from Grand Army Plaza 
to Third Avenue, via Lincoln 

BRIDGING THE GAP
Lane would help cyclists cross Gowanus, backers say
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Place and Degraw Street. 
From there, the route would 
extend to Nevins Street, skirt 
the canal by way of the Union 
Street Bridge, then swing 
back to Sackett Street un-
til it hits the water.

The proposal would turn 
the Union Street Bridge into 
a two-way cycling conduit, 
supplementing an existing 
Park Slope-bound bike path 
by replacing a painted sec-
tion of roadway with a west-
bound route for riders.

The bridge — which cur-
rently accommodates a sin-
gle lane of Park Slope-bound 
automotive traffic — would 
remain one-way for cars.

Bike boosters are thrilled 
about the new travel pros-
pects, saying that striping 
a waterfront-bound lane 
across the canal would make 
things safer, considering cy-
clists tend to dangerously 
ride against the traffic when 
there are not bike lanes head-
ing in both directions.

“It’s very much neces-
sary,” said Cobble Hill res-
ident Paco Abraham. “I’m 
very pleased that a logical 
solution to a constant prob-
lem has been reached.”

The city would also ex-
tend Union Street’s al-
ready existing eastbound 
bike lane by three blocks, 
from Henry Street to Van 
Brunt Street.

To cap it off, the agency 
plans to install two on-street 
bike corrals that can hold up 
to eight bikes each — one 
in Park Slope, and the other 
in the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District.

One could pop up in a 
current truck-loading zone 
in front of Union Street’s 
Rose Water restaurant be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues, occupying half of a 
parking space when the load-
ing zone gets shifted, said 
agency officials.

“I thought that it’s a re-
ally great use of dead street 
space,” said Rose Water 
owner John Tucker, who 
was motivated to request 
the bike corral after the 
city installed one  in front 
of Fifth Avenue’s Gorilla 
Coffee  last year.

The other bike rack will 
supplant a parking spot on 
Columbia Street between 
Degraw and Kane streets, 
in front of the headquarters 
of the Brooklyn Greenway 
Initiative — the group be-
hind a planned 14-mile land-
scaped cycling route link-
ing Greenpoint and Sunset 
Park.

Community Board 6’s 
transportation commit-
tee signed off on the plan 
to implement the Sackett 
Street bike path, the east-
bound cycling path exten-
sion on Union Street, and 
the bike corrals in two unan-
imous votes. Up next is a 
full-board vote.

Cyclists may soon have a safer ride to the Columbia 
Waterfront District if the city rolls out a new bike 
lane on Sackett Street that would connect to an 
existing Park Slope route and cross the Gowanus 
Canal on Union Street, according to planners.

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com.  
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com
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that the new layout would 
not cause traffic jams.

“We’ve modeled it, and 
the delay would be insignifi-
cant,” said city planner Jesse 
Mintz-Roth.

But some Ridgites who 
came out for the March 21 
showcase were unconvinced, 
pointing to congestion result-
ing from confusion around 
recently-redrawn traffic lines 
in nearby Sunset Park.

“It’s going to back up ev-

erything,” objected Kathy 
Byrne. “Driving down 
Fourth Avenue where you 
changed it already is ter-
rible.” 

Community Board 10 
member Allen Bortnick 
argued the proposal was 
the culmination of an anti-
auto conspiracy on the part 
of Department of Transpor-
tation commissioner Janette 
Sadik-Khan.

He claimed that the Jan-
uary public workshop was a 

of the teachings of British 
magician and writer Aleis-
ter Crowley.

The shop differs from the 
typical botanicas around 
Brooklyn, which cater 
mostly to Hispanic and Ca-
ribbean shoppers interested 
in practices such as Santeria 
and voodoo.

Catland, instead, tar-
gets Bushwick’s booming 
20-something scene with a 
focus on education through 
literary offerings covering 
both the history and ritu-
als of a variety of margin-
alized occult religions — 
look out for titles including 
“The Magician’s Compan-
ion,” “The Voudon Gnostic 
Workbook,” and “Birth Ca-
nal Blues.”

Alongside the books are 
incense, minerals, and herbs 
intended to be used to com-
municate with spirits, as well 
as figurines, jewelry, and 
candles.

The pair keep an altar in 
the rear performance room 
and put it to use in a recent 
Mercury ritual to invoke the 
spirit of the Egyptian god Te-
huti, which featured a chal-
ice filled with hyssop water, 
a bronze cup inscribed in Ar-
amaic, a statue of Odin, two 
bells connected by a rope, 
and benzoin powder. 

“The idea is to evoke a 
feeling or a force,” said Eng-
lish. 

On top of the merchandise 

and rituals, English and Pe-
tersen host a Friday movie 
screening and plan to offer 
a goth night with an open 
mic, performance hour, and 
dancing to industrial and dark 
music.

“We want it to focus more 
on the social element, instead 
of having the music so loud 
that people can’t socialize,” 
said English.

Customer Lyndsey Har-
rington, who attended a re-
cent film screening, said 
Bushwick has become a vor-
tex of occult energy and that 
a place like Catland — which 
is named after a song by the 
experimental band Current 
93 — is necessary as a hub 
for the community.

“Everyone was hang-
ing out and talking about 
their different approaches 
to magic,” said Harrington. 
“Women with goddess and 
pagan roots spent half an hour 
talking to a Satanist.”

In a tiny nook under the 
stairs, a woman who goes by 
the name of Licorice Root 
performs astrology and tarot 
cards readings — bolstered 
by a computer program and, 
of course, years worth of 
horoscope know-how.

“If you have a certain 
Venus transit, you will find 
love,” said Root — who 
vouches for the accuracy 
of her readings up until the 
point when free will comes 
into play. “I can tell you that, 

from the mount, which isn’t so surpris-
ing considering that the congregants 
at the church of reason on Prospect 
Park West — who can be described 
broadly but perhaps too simply as eth-
ically minded atheists — work off of 
barely agreed-upon precepts rather than 
universal traditions.

Out go the clear-cut directives, in-
cluding all the bits about killing, false 
idols, and the neighbor’s wife.

In comes a new emphasis on nature, a 
nod to evolution, a push for self-reliance 
and self-actualization, an increased value 
in the individual, and a big downplay of 
the big guy himself (or herself).

“There is no evidence that we re-
ceive support or guidance from any im-
material power with whom we might 
imagine exists,” the second Brooklyn 
commandment reads. “There is some-
thing to that.”

The new guideline makes no men-
tion of the word “god” or “lord,” with 
the borough’s fifth commandment re-
minding readers that “Moral codes are 
made by humans.”

The revised commandments weren’t 
received without criticism: one attendee 
said they are too human-centric and in-
stead should remind Brooklynites that 
people are just one creature of many.

But members of the humanist group, 

sham, and that the city had 
drawn up the plans months 
in advance.

“She never met a car 
she liked,” said Bortnick. 
“They’re duping the pub-
lic.” 

But others applauded the 
lane changes. Maureen Land-
ers — who co-founded the 
traffic-control group Bay 
Ridge Advocates for Keep-
ing Everybody Safe after a 
car struck her while she was 
crossing Fourth Avenue sev-
eral years ago — argued that 
the community wants and 
needs the new designs, espe-
cially given the speeding ep-

idemic and the rash of  recent 
pedestrian accidents .

“How many more years 
do we have to have this con-
versation about safety, how 
many more accidents do we 
have to have?” demanded 
Landers. “We don’t have 
a congestion problem on 
Fourth Avenue, we have a 
speeding problem, and this 
is a step in the right direc-
tion.” 

The city reps said they 
would tweak the plans to ad-
dress resident concerns in 
coming weeks, and submit 
them to CB10 for approval in 
the next two months.

Continued from page 1

FOURTH...

but it depends on if you leave 
your house.”

Catland owners are confi-
dent Brooklyn’s small super-
natural subculture can sus-
tain the shop — and their 
business model was enough 
to win the backing of third 
investor Fred Jennings. 

But don’t expect to find 

Jennings around the store.
“He’s not interested in the 

occult,” said English. “He just 
thinks it’s a good business 
decision.”

Catland [987 Flush-
ing Ave. between Bogart 
Street and Central Av-
enue in Bushwick, (718) 
418–9393, facebook.com/
pages/Catland].

The Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture’s new commandments

1. Humans are in every respect a 
part of nature. They are natural prod-
ucts of evolutionary processes.

2. We humans, like all other liv-
ing things, must rely upon ourselves, 
one another, and nature. There is 
no evidence that we receive sup-
port or guidance from any imma-
terial power with whom we might 
imagine exists. There is something 
to that.

3. We are able to meet the chal-
lenges of life in constantly more 
satisfying ways provided that we 
are able to make fuller use of all 
of our capacities. How do we act 
in this world? Can we reach our 
best selves?

4. The meaning of life is that 
which we give to it. Happiness and 
self-fulfillment for oneself and others 
are richly sufficient life goals.

5. Moral codes are made by hu-
mans. Values and ideas grow out of 
the experiences of various cultures, 

societies, and individuals.
6. The supreme value is the in-

dividual human being. Each per-
son, of whatever race or condition, 
merits equal concern and opportu-
nity. Laws, governments, and other 
institutions exist for the service of 
men and women, and are just valu-
able only as far as they contribute 
to human well-being. Fundamen-
tally, humanism is concerned that 
through intelligent cooperation, that 
we live good, humane lives. That 
we maintain positive relationships 
with friends, family, and commu-
nity. That we lessen poverty, war, 
disease, male domination, and prej-
udice. And that we provide opportu-
nities for, and sustain, young people 
while creating community — thriv-
ing community. The welfare of each 
of us is dependent on the welfare of 
all of us…. We do not have to be-
lieve the same things, but we rec-
ognize our common humanity, and 
the need to balance our lives with 
nature’s resources.

Continued from page 1

SHALT...

which meets every Sunday in a gorgeous 
church-like building with stained glass 
windows depicting boats instead of saints, 
seemed supportive of the human-crafted 
code, at least if the extraordinarily civil 

time for comment that followed the speech 
is any indication.

“The Gods have not spoken,” Bor-
deau said conclusively, wrapping up 
her sermon.

Revelation at Prospect Park West

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Prospect Heights mer-
chants have adopted New 
York City’s most predict-
able migratory pattern: the 
eastward move.

Pushed out by surging 
rents near the Barclays Cen-
ter, or motivated to move for 
bigger spaces or proximity 
to their customer bases, res-
taurants such as Vegetarian 
Palate are following an age-
old tradition by packing up 
and heading east.

“Rent over here is much 
higher,” said Ronald Wong, 
the owner of Vegetarian Pal-
ate, which will end its 11-year 
stay on Flatbush Avenue to 
move to Washington Avenue 
in early summer as the land-
lord converts the old building 
into condos. “It has to do with 
the Barclays Center. Since it 
opened, it has affected our 
dining and business.” 

Wong says his brisk take-
out business suffered as 
arena-goers started parking 
on the block during events 
and parking enforcement of-
ficers increased their vigi-
lance — with no real uptick 
in orders from stadium at-
tendees.

So he chose to make the 
move four blocks east to a 
storefront near Dean Street 
that’s bigger and almost half 
as expensive.

The shift comes after 
Chavella’s closed its brick-
and-mortar location on Clas-
son Avenue and moved one 

Eastbound and up
Prospect Heights businesses are on the move

block east to Franklin Av-
enue in 2011, snagging a 
corner space with twice the 
square footage right in the 
heart of the booming commu-
nity of 20-somethings surg-
ing on the Crown Heights re-
tail corridor.

“This was just the right 
size and the right location 
in the neighborhood,” said 
Mark Malbone, the manager 
of the restaurant. “It’s been 
received very well because 
it was close by and we al-
ready had that instant rec-
ognition.”

Commercial rents on the 
up-and-coming strips on 
Washington and Franklin av-
enues are still relative bar-
gains compared to other more 
established commercial cor-
ridors, such as Court Street in 
Cobble Hill and Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope — as one neigh-
borhood mover and shaker 
who has moved east herself 
 is eager to point out .

Atim Oton, who owns 
the African-centric bou-
tique Calabar Imports and 
is actively courting Brook-
lyn merchants to relocate or 

open new shops in Prospect 
and Crown Heights, packed 
up her Washington Avenue 
storefront for a more ame-
nable location on Franklin 
Avenue last year.

Vanderbilt Avenue staple 
Aliseo Osteria Del Borgo re-
cently morphed into a tapas 
place, but a worker confirmed 
that owner Albano Ballerini 
is making his own eastward 
incursion and will open a res-
taurant in the Classon Ave-
nue space vacated by the re-
cently closed Abigail Cafe 
and Wine Bar.

Ronald Wong will move his restaurant Vegetarian Palate from Flatbush Av-
enue to Washington Avenue — joining a growing number of entrepreneurs 
marching east.
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Continued from page 1

OCCULT...

Licorice Root tells customers’ fortunes using tarot 
cards or astrology.
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Find a photo
Who’s that girl?
Found photos of strangers doing strange 

things will inspire songwriters to take a new 
perspective at an upcoming thrift shop-fueled 
musical showcase in Prospect Heights.

Among stacks 
of secondhand 
shop photographs 
that did nothing 
to spark her cre-
ativity, host Elisa 
Flynn picked up 
an evocative and 
weird picture of 
a woman in the 
woods balancing 
a tuft of moss on 
her wild, orange 
hair.

That image motivated her to write a song 
— and she hopes similar shots will do the 
same for other musicians.

“I found one with a Model T and two kids 
standing front of a shack. I had no ideas,” said 
Flynn who will present her inspired tune at 
the next edition of Flynn’s quarterly Ameri-
cana showcase at the Way Station. “But for 
some reason, the woman with the moss on 
her head did it for me.”

Flynn embodies the goofy woman through 
song. 

“She’s lost in the woods and she wants to 
stay there,” Flynn said of the character she 
conjured from the single picture. 

Another songwriter, guitarist Sarah Bis-
man will sing from the perspective of a woman 
posing for a professional portrait.

“The song is still in process, but at present 
imagines her life at the moment she sits for 
the photo, and why,” said Bisman. 

She said she participates in Flynn’s shows 
because such challenges actually help her de-
velop her songwriting skills.

“I’m pretty new to songwriting, so it’s fun to 
get external guidelines like this and to see what 
I’m able to come up with,” said Bisman. 

This is the third showcase Flynn has cu-
rated at the nerdy bar that regularly features 
Dr. Who and Star Wars-based events. 

For the first one, she asked musicians to 
cover songs from Harry Smith’s legendary 
“Anthology of American Folk Music.” For the 
second, she had them cover old crime-inspired 
songs called murder ballads — with added lyr-
ics and musical takes on the originals. 

“I had people pick a classic murder ballad 
and then write a whole new version with new 
verses and new music,” she said. “So many 
murder ballads have been done over and over 
again for more than 100 years.”

All I Want Is A Photograph at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. between St. Marks Av-
enue and Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 627–4949, waystationbk.blogspot.com]. 
April 16, 7 pm, free. — Danielle Furfaro

M U S I C

High school nerds, take heart — grow up, 
move to Brooklyn, and you will no longer be 
forever alone.

That’s the ethos behind Geek Love, a sin-
gles mixer and trivia night for brainy liter-
ary types hosted by gleefully geeky writers 
Emma Straub and 
Teddy Wayne. 

Conversations 
about favorite 
Bronte sisters are 
likely to abound. 
Impress the crowd 
with your answer 
to a tricky ques-
tion about Wil-
liam Gaddis, and 
earn what we ex-
pect will be an al-
most guaranteed 
makeout session 
namedropping Italo Calvino.

But be prepared to reject more than a few 
cute, bespeckled smarties at this powerHouse 
Arena event in DUMBO. 

“The trivia is a low-pressure way to get to 
know one another without having the more 
complicated aspect of speed dating,” said Su-
zanne Russo, the cofounder and director of 
event organizers Lit Crawl NYC. “The table 
might talk about why one person might know 
the answer to one odd question.

Couples can come, too, but most people 
who have RSVPed are singles. Unlike most 
trivia nights, the teams can’t be picked out in 
advanced; the competitors will be assigned 
at random, with ice-breaking mingling time 
before and after. 

Sometimes, the epilogue’s the best part. 
“Geek Love” at powerHouse Arena [37 

Main St., at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666–3049, powerhousearena.com]. April 1, 9 
pm, April 7, 7 pm, $15. — Jaime Lutz

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he Gowanus Canal is pol-
luted with heavy metals 
— but for one day only 

it’s going acoustic.
The second-ever Banjo 

Toss contest is capping-off 
this year’s Brooklyn Folk 
Festival, giving attendees 
of the weekend-long hoo-
tenanny of American roots 
music a chance to strum the 
rustic instrument before tak-
ing turns throwing one in the 
waterway.

The Banjo Toss, along 
with the festival, is the brain-
child of jug band musician 
and Red Hook resident Eli 
Smith, who said the idea for 
the competition came out of 
his love-hate relationship 
with the instrument he’s 
played for 15 years.

“Sometimes I just want to 
throw my banjo across the 
room,” said Smith. 

“And I thought, that might 
be a pretty fun idea for a con-
test.”

To avoid destroying nu-
merous banjos, Smith de-
cided to have contestants 
pitch one instrument re-
peatedly into a body of wa-
ter — which meant the game 
couldn’t go down in 2012 
when the festival was held 
at a landlocked venue. But 
this year’s Gowanus-based 
Bell House will allow folks 
to launch the five-stringed 
javelin right into the Lavender Lake. 

A rope tied to the sacrificial banjo 
will act as a watermark to determine 

who throws it the farthest, as well as a 
life-line to draw the instrument back on 
to land. 

The clawhammer master added that he 
will provide contestants with gloves to 
protect them from the toxins, oil, human 

waste, and gonorrhea floating in the Ven-
ice of Brooklyn. The winner will receive a 
free banjo, which they can either learn to 
play or — since they’ve had enough prac-
tice already — sling into the canal. 

Smith said competitors are free to try 
any track-and-field technique they want 
in the banjo toss.

“It’s really freestyle,” said Smith, who 
personally favors a shot put approach. 

“If you have an idea how to throw it, 
go for it.”

Of course, the fun won’t be limited to 
chucking long-necked music-makers into 
a federally-designated Superfund site. 

The folk festival, which kicks off April 
19, will showcase dozens of bluegrass, 
American folk, jazz, blues, gospel, soul, 
and foreign ethnic artists based in Brook-
lyn — plus a couple of nationally-known 
acts including the brothers Page Burkum 
and Jack Torrey in the Cactus Blossoms 
and the classy colonel tie-wearing guys 
of the Great Smoky Mountain Bluegrass 
Band. 

Smith said he modeled the exhibition 
on the classic Newport Folk Festival, with 
all genres of traditional music, acoustic 
and electric alike represented, which he 
found no problem doing in Brooklyn. 

“It’s got a great feeling to it, it’s a wel-
coming place,” said Smith. 

“There’s so much great talent in Brook-
lyn, I was surprised no other venue or pro-
moter has tapped into it already.” 

Geek love
N E R D S

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner
9519 3RD AVENUE

FOR RESERVATIONS

718-745-3700
WWW.EMBERSBAYRIDGE.COM

PRIVATE 

PARTIES 

WELCOME

– S T E A K H O U S E –

F R O M

Banjo overboard
Instrument-throwing contest plops into the Gowanus 

Good form: Eli Smith, organizer of the Brooklyn Folk Festival, shows how festival-goers can hurl a banjo into the Gowanus Canal at 
the banjo-throwing contest on April 20.
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Pete Townshend
The Who’s bandleader has been turning 

rock stages into scenes of ungodly guitar 
carnage for nearly 50 years, leaving a trail 
of shattered Les Pauls and Rickenbackers 
all across the globe.

A HISTORY OF VIOLENCE — AGAINST INSTRUMENTS
Eli Smith’s banjo toss isn’t the first time musicians trashed a perfectly good instrument. Destruction of the 

tools of the music trade goes back to Beethoven sawing the legs of his pianos. Here are some highlights: 

The Fifth Annual Brooklyn 
Folk Festival at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510, www.
thebellhouseny.com]. Begins 
April 19, 6:30 pm. Banjo Toss 
April 21, 1 pm.

F E S T I VA L

Vladimir Horowitz
This Russian emigre ivory-tickler fa-

mously snapped a piano string at a 1968  
performance of Rachmaninoff’s Sonata No. 
2 — an act of shocking musical brutality that 
sent ripples through the classical world.

Rakim
The lyrical half of Eric B. & Rakim “used 

to let the mic smoke,” but he changed tech-
nique in 1987’s “I Ain’t No Joke,” where 
he boasted of slamming the device to the 
ground to “make sure it’s broke.”

P
ho

to
s 

fr
o

m
 W

ik
im

ed
ia

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Li

tc
ra

w
l

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25008  AWP  March 29–April 4, 2013

day, March 27th from 6-9pm. For 
this show, both artists have created 
their own intricate site-specifi c 
works on the Kunsthalle’s 15 foot 
high walls. Free. 6–9 pm. Kunstalle 
Galapagos (16 Main St., 3rd Floor in 
DUMBO), www.kunsthallegalapa-
gos.com. 

ART, TSUNAMI AND BED: Studio10 
presents The Sea Is All Around Us, 
a solo exhibition of oil paintings 
and graphite drawings by New 
York based artist, Kate Teale. In this 
series, Teale examines two vastly 
different subjects concurrently: the 
domestic space of her bed and the 
Japanese Tsunami of March 2011. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart 
St. in Bushwick, (718) 852–4396], 
www.studio10bogart.com. 

MUSIC, GOLDEN DJS: At SRB Brook-
lyn, Q-Tip will lead a sonic Excursion 
into the mind of a self-described 
musical scientist.” Closing the 
night, the legendary Tony Touch is 
known in many circles as the “Mix-
tape King.” Opening is DJ Soul, 
one of the most sought after DJs in 
the industry. Also spinning will be 
Bembe’s own genre blending resi-
dent music mixologist, DJ Ushka. 
$10-$20. 9 pm. SRB Brooklyn [177 
Second Ave. at 14th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 499–1700], www.grgon-
line.info. 

MUSIC, RECORD RELEASE PARTY: 
Brooklyn-based band Luck & 
Senses are celebrating their new 
recording, a digital album titled 
Speed Of Life with a performance. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 768-
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, MARCH 30
MUSIC, FOLK AMERICANA: In a time 

where audiences are starved for au-
thenticity, there are only a few that 
can actually deliver the goods to 
make you feel like you are hearing 
some thing classic and familiar yet 
fresh. Daniel Wayne is one of those 
artists. Free. 10 pm. The Way Sta-
tion [683 Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627-4949], www.waystationbk.com. 

TALK, 2013 NATIONAL BLACK WRIT-
ER’S CONFERENCE SYMPOSIUM: 
Writer, activist, educator, feminist 
and fi lmmaker Toni Cade Bambara, 
who died in 1995, will be the focus 
of the 2013 National Black Writer’s 
Conference Biennial Symposium. 
In her keynote address, Farah Jas-
mine Griffi n, professor of English 
and Comparative Literature and 
African-American Studies at Co-
lumbia University, will introduce at-
tendees to the issues and themes in 
Bambara’s work and how they may 
be interpreted in view of current 
contemporary African-American 
literature today. $5-$10. 10 am–6 
pm. Medgar Evers College (1650 
Bedford Ave.), www.centerforblack-
literature.org. 

WORKSHOP, GIVING BIRTH: what’s it 
like?: Come gather and listen as two 
Brooklyn moms recount their unique 
experiences of giving birth. Inspired 
by The Birth Interview Project, they 
will share their refl ections guided 
by 17 questions. Free. 10:30 am. 
Caribou Baby [272 Driggs Ave., (347) 
460–BABY], www.cariboubaby.com.

EGG HUNT AND STORY TIME: Read 
an Easter themed story and do a 

FRI, MARCH 29
“MAKE IT GRAND”: This original, 

interactive musical celebrates 100 
years of Grand Central Terminal. 
Performance is approximately 30 
minutes long and is recommended 
for children 4 and older. Free with 
museum admission. 11 am, 1 and 
2:30 pm. New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 694-
1600], www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

ART, ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY: 
Grumpy Bert is super excited to 
share with you a special exhibition 
that is “literally” out of this world, a 
solo exhibition with Astrophotog-
rapher Robert Gendler titled, The 
Universe in Color. On display will be 
true color portraits of distant galax-
ies, nebulae, star systems and other 
wonders of the universe located 
many thousands or millions of light 
years away. Free (donations gladly 
accepted). 12pm–7pm. Grumpy 
Bert [82 Bond St. between Atlan-
tic and Bond in Boerum Hill, (347) 
855-4849], www.grumpybert.com/
blogs/art-shows-events/7272938-
robert-gendler-the-universe-in-
color-3-2-3-31-2013. 

ENTERTAINMENT, THE RINGLING 
BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY 
CIRCUS: This year’s show, titled 
“Built to Amaze,” combines two el-
ements every Brooklynite can relate 
to: the battle of the sexes and con-
struction, incorporating front load-
ers, dump trucks, huge wrenches, 
and giant paintbrushes, with male 
and female teams of performers 
striving to outshine each other in 
dazzling feats of athletic prowess. 
Starting at $20. 2 pm. Barclays Cen-
ter [620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6700], www.barclayscenter.
com. 

DANCE AND CHINESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: The Laurel Project is 
New York City’s premiere Chinese 
enrichment program, drawing on 
years of experience with a proven 
pedagogical method—engage, in-
spire and absorb! We train children 
through two languages: Manda-
rin and the universal language of 
dance. $405/season. 3:45 – 5:45pm. 
Spoke the Hub (748 Union St.; Near 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope), www.
laurelproject.com. 

FILMS, BROOKLYN GIRL FILM FESTI-
VAL: The opening night of the 2nd 
Annual Brooklyn Girl Film Festival 
will take place this Thursday, March 
28, commencing with an opening 
reception sponsored by Brooklyn 
Brewery and Chavella’s Mexican 
Restaurant. Brooklyn Girl Film Fes-
tival celebrates the art of women 
fi lmmakers from around the world, 
bringing a dazzling array of both 
short and feature fi lms from a select 
group of directors to Brooklyn. $10-
$15. 5 pm. Launchpad (721 Franklin 
Ave. in Crown Heights), www.
brooklyngirlfi lmfest.com. 

ART, DARWIN’S FINCHES: Kunsthalle 
Galapagos is proud to present 
Darwin’s Finches, a two-person 
exhibition by Don John and Fumi 
Mini Nakamura, opening Wednes-

craft. RSVP required. $15 (includes 
book and activities). 11 am. Boule-
vard Books & Cafe [7518 13th Ave. 
at 13th Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 680-5881]. 

PETER RABBIT: Beatrix Potter’s favor-
ite rabbit will make a special visit; 
children can do crafts, read about 
the magical world of Peter Rabbit. 
For all ages. Free with museum 
admission. 12:30 – 1:30 pm and 2–3 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Av-
enue in Crown Heights, (718) 735-
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, CENTRALIA: A pho-
tography exhibit shows art-goers 
one man’s journey through a rav-
aged coal-mining town that’s had 
a fi re burning underneath it since 
1962 — and is expected to continue 
for centuries. Free. 2–6pm. 0.00156 
Acres [114 Smith St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(917) 428–3810], www.acresbrook-
lyn.org. 

WORKSHOP, WELLNESS WORK-
SHOP: Join Candace Edwards, 
and Yogi Jodi Epstein for their fi rst 
workshop in the Spring Wellness 
Series. $30. 4 pm. Awakening NY 
[607 Manhattan Ave. in Greenpoint, 
(718) 349-1380], awakeningny.com. 

SUN, MARCH 31
ENTERTAINMENT, THE RINGLING 

BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY 
CIRCUS: 11 am. See Friday, March 
29. 

INVENT IT!: 11–11:30 am and 1:30–2 
pm. See Saturday, March 30. 

“EGG-CITING EGGS: 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30 –3:30 pm. See Satur-
day, March 30.

ART, ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY: 12pm–
7pm. See Friday, March 29. 

PETER RABBIT: 12:30–1:30 pm and 
2–3 pm. See Saturday, March 30. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, CENTRALIA: 
2–6pm. See Saturday, March 30. 

SINGLES, FRIEND GROUP: Group 
forming for women 48 to 65 to go 
to movies, lunch, dinner, shows and 
trips. Meet each week. No walk-ins - 
Reservations a must. 2 pm. El Greco 
Dinner [Sheepshead Bay Rd. and 
Emmons Avenue in Sheepshead 
Bay, (718) 336-7908]. 

ART, TSUNAMI AND BED: 7–9 pm. 
See Friday, March 29. 

MON, APRIL 1
CREATURES OF THE SEA DEBRIS: 

Children of all ages examine how 
the 7 million square miles of plastic 
bits and debris affect everything 
in our waters, from the sea turtles 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
March 30

Batters 
under
Visit the gravestones 
of baseball legends 
with expert Tom Gil-
bert and historian Jeff 
Richman. Pay your 
respects to figures 
from our national past 
time, such as Henry 
Chadwick, the Father 
of Baseball, who 
invented the scoring 
system.

1 pm at Green-Wood 
Cemetery [500 25th St. at 
Fifth Avenue in 
Greenwood, (718) 768–
7300, www.green-wood.
com]. $20.

SUNDAY
April 1

Body types
Looking for something 
to do on a Sunday 
afternoon? Visit this 
gallery dedicated to 
the human form. Cur-
rently, artist Yuliya Lini-
na’s work is on display, 
featuring whimsical 
paintings of nonsensi-
cal chimeras that 
evoke a mysterious 
and beautiful female 
form. The exhibit has 
an animatronic sculp-
ture with characters 
from her paintings frol-
icking to tunes.

1 pm at Figureworks [168 
N. Sixth St. between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues, (718) 486–7021, 
www.figureworks]. Free.

MONDAY
April 2

Mystic mom
The Park Slope mom 
in Amy Sohn’s provoc-
ative “Motherland” is 
very different from the 
one in “Brooklyn Mer-
maid.” Maybe that’s 
because Amy Shearn’s 
offering has a mystical 
mermaid. Meet the 
author at the launch of 
her new book about 
motherhood, success, 
and romance.

7 pm at Powerhouse on 
Eighth [111 Eighth Ave. 
between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 666–3049 x 102, 
www.powerhouseon8th.
com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
April 4

Brooklyn 
glee
Check out Choirfly, 
an a capella group 
that croons for a dif-
ferent breed of 
music-lover. They sing 
about comic books, 
video games, role 
playing, and pirates. 
Though you could be 
a doctor or perhaps a 
financier, you could 
be like the members 
of Choirfly, instead — 
and sing about Dr. 
Who at bars.

8 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, 
waystationbk.blogspot.
com]. $5 suggested.

THURSDAY
April 5

Canadian 
R&B
She’s got the soulful 
swagger of En Vogue, 
the funky attitude of 
TLC, and the wise 
independence of 
Sade. Toronto singer 
and Hammond 
organist Amanda 
Davids will remind 
you of ’90s R&B 
greats, mixing hip-
hop exuberance with 
impressive vocals and 
instrumental savvy. 
Very fresh.

9 pm at Freddy’s [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in South 
Slope, (718) 768–0131, 
www.freddysbar.com]. 
Free.
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you can
change a

child’s future.

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Insalata mista

Mozzarella Fresca

Asparagui e Carciofi

Insalata di Beets

Cocktail di Gamberi

Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico

Traditional Hot Antipasto

Tortellini Soup

Risotto con Gamberi & Calamari

Manicotti Al Pomodoro

Maltagliati Integrali con Verdure

Agnello Pasqualina

Salmone Tornado

Filet of Sole Alforno

Petto di Pollo Principessa

Verdure Parmigiano

Bistecca alla Griglia

Pastiera Di Napoletana

Profiteroles Bianco e Nero

Traditional Italian Cheesecake

Parfait di Cioccolato Bianco

PRIMI (Choice of one)

DOLCE

SECONDI (Choice of one)

CELEBRATE EASTER 
Sunday, March 31, 2013

For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
com

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Waste Management
Antonia Yuille-Williams
Con Edison
Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
NY Aquarium
Alice Sena
Sposabella
Yelena Makhnin
Brighton Beach BID
Elena Solitario
Pilo Arts
Linda Camarda
Natural Balance
Dr. Millie Fell
Brighton Eye

Camille Loccisano
Frankie’s Mission
April Mosqus
Brooklyn Girl Film Festival
Pamela Williams Harris
Coney Isl. Generation Gap
Trisha Ocona Francis
realestateOCONA,LLC
Dr. Melony Samuels
Bed Stuy Against Hunger
Renee McClure
National Grid
Christine Blackburn
Corcoran
Kathleen Henderson
Carroll Park Playground
Ana Oliveira
Investors Bank

Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Union Temple

Eileen Muller
Brooklyn Public Library

Elisa Padilla
Barclays Center/Brooklyn Nets

Debbie Carter
St. Francis de Sales Church

Dr. Kara Pasner
NYC Technical College

Vicki Ellner
Senior Umbrella Network of 
Brooklyn (SUN-B)

Tatiana Terzuoli
Greenpoint YMCA

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date: 
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory messages: 
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez
Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many Latino issues. 

A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at Brooklyn Technical 
High School and Fordham University.

Sponsored by

Here’s looking at you Brooklyn: “My Brooklyn” is one of many 
documentaries made here in the borough, and it focuses on the 
transformation of Fulton Mall. Watch it for free on April 5 at the 
Park Slope Food Coop.
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DENTAL HYGIENE AND  
RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

VISION CARE/
OPHTHALMIC TECH

COMPUTER-SIMULATED
PATIENT (NURSING)

RADIOLOGIC TECH AND
MEDICAL IMAGING

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Bizarre [12 Jefferson St., between Bushwick Avenue and Broadway in 
Bushwick, (718) 451–4665, redhookbaitandtackle.com]. Open Mon.–Thu., 
6 pm–2 am; Fri., 6 pm–4 am; Sat., 4:30 pm–4 am; Sun., 4:30 pm–2 am.

By Chuck O’Donnell
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he gods must be crazy — 
especially when it comes 
to family.

The eons-old tales of 
Greek deities remain relevant 
and riveting — and about as 
entertaining as an episode of 
Jerrry Springer — thanks to 
a Clinton Hill artist who is 
penning graphic novels about 
the complex familial ties of 
Mount Olympus.

“They are, at heart, a 
group of stories about a 

dysfunctional family,” said 
the artist and writer George 
O’Conner, who will be ap-
pearing at Powerhouse Books 
in Park Slope on April 6.

O’Connor’s latest book 
“Poseidon: Earth Shaker” 
portrays the icy-cold ocean 
god who grips a golden tri-
dent as a mostly absentee 
father who dotes on a few 
of his children, including 
Triton, Pegasus, Otus, and 
Ephialtes.

And when daddy plays fa-
vorites, watch out.

War hero Odysseus 

makes the mistake of blind-
ing Polyphemos, son of Posei-
don, incurring the wrath of the 
waters and losing his ship, his 
mates, and his general sense of 
direction — famously setting 
him adrift for years.

Daddy’s angry: Clinton Hill Artist George O’Connor follows the tales of Greek 
gods and their family drama, with his latest book exploring the overprotective, 
but otherwise absentee father of many, Poseidon.

George O’Connor at 
Powerhouse books [111 
Eighth Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049, 
powerhousearena.com]. 
April 6, 4 pm.

C O M I C S
Then, in typical helicop-

ter-parent fashion, Posei-
don, tamer of horses, uses 
his godly influence to create 
an elaborate chain of events 
involving the slaying of the 
Minotaur in the Labyrinth, 
all so his son Theseus can sit 
on the throne of Athens.

And it’s not just the sons. 
What would Dr. Phil say about 
Poseidon’s long-running feud 
with his niece, Athena? Per-
haps he‘d call it progress that 
they were able to put aside 
their differences long enough 
to hatch a coup that literally 
brings the Earth-Shaker’s 
brother Zeus to his knees.

Did someone say family 
counseling?

“Everyone thinks of the gods 
as a way for people to explore 
and explain the world around 
them — lightning comes from 
Zeus, earthquakes from Posei-
don,” said O’Connor.

“But the stories of the 
gods, with their very human 
trappings, feelings, and fail-
ings not only explained the 
natural world around them, 
not only entertained, but 
maybe also helped them to 
understand human nature 
as well.”

While O’Connor has set out 
to create something of a fam-
ily album — “Poseidon” is the 
fifth book in the Olympians se-
ries, following “Zeus,” “Hera,” 
“Hades,” and “Athena” — the 
ancients didn’t make it easy for 
him to immortalize the gods 
in comic book-form. When he 
embarked on the books about 
Hades and Zeus, for example, 
he had to comb through the 
source material for clues, only 
to find that the Greeks were 
often reticent to describe the 
gods’ appearances.

“Maybe that’s because 
the gods are able to change 
shape,” said the author.

Poseidon did refer to him-
self as the ruler of bound-
less sea, creator of storms, 
and swallower of ships — so 
humble, he wasn’t.

“He had long, dark, blue-
green hair that looked like 
seaweed. We know that he 
had green eyes the color of 
the sea, and in some instances 
they even mention his skin as 
having a pallor like that of the 
sea,” O’Connor said. 

“Working from that I de-
signed the kind of buff hand-
some god that stars in my 
book.”

He’s got a god complex
Artist makes graphic novels about Greek deities

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s not just the feds who are dredg-
ing up issues in Gowanus.

A community theater group is 
turning its venue into subtext by tak-
ing over an industrial warehouse just 
feet away from the mouth of the filthy 
Gowanus Canal to stage a play about 
a village facing health problems from 
contaminated waters.

Henrik Ibsen’s 1882 political thriller, 
“An Enemy of the People” — set in a 
waterside village that discovers harmful 
runoff is ruining its economically vital 
public baths and harming denizens — 
draws striking parallel’s to community 
concerns about the   Gowanus Canal, 
said director Reg Flowers.

The play comes as details of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s half-
billion dollar Superfund cleanup pro-
posal are bubbling up.

“It’s a waterside community that is 
being asked to face a truth about the 
state of their health and the environ-
mental conditions that they are living 

in,” said Flowers.
“There is a question of how the issue 

is going to be dealt with once it is discov-
ered that the water is poisonous.”

The longtime director and actor — 
and member of Falconworks Artists 
Group that is producing the play — 
said the main reason for setting up a 
makeshift theater on John Quadrozzi 
Jr.’s industrial complex at the foot of 
Columbia Street is the community’s 
concern over  a federal proposal  to de-
contaminate sludge dredged from the 
canal on the site and use it to build a 
massive concrete landmass extending 
off the shore of Red Hook.

Flowers said that his adaptation of 
the play, which will have a cast of pro-
fessional actors and community activ-
ists, stays true to the original script 
and setting of the play, but uses lan-
guage that alludes to the federal gov-
ernment’s cleanup of the inlet with no 
overt references to the canal. 

“Once we start talking about con-
taminated water because of the indus-
try and once we start talking about 
dredging the reservoir and relaying the 
conduit piping, I think its going to be 
pretty clear to people what the matter 
at hand is,” said Flowers.

“An Enemy of the People” at the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal [699 Colum-
bia St. past Otsego street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3218, enemyofthe-
people.eventbrite.com]. May 2, 3, 
8 pm, May 4, 3 pm, 8 pm, May 5, 3 
pm. $25. 

It’s on the waterfront
Pollution play staged beside Gowanus

Authentic scenery: Stephanie Batchelder, Rebecca Stabile, Don-
tae McCoy, Chance Dixson, and Reg Flowers will tackle the is-
sue of water contamination, performing in a warehouse near the 
Gowanus Canal.
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Gregory Darling, Fort Greene
“I love the Nets, they are my Brooklyn team!”
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BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY

Flushing, NY (March 7, 2013) – CenterLight 
Healthcare is pleased to announce the open-
ing of its first Program of All-inclusive Care 
for the Elderly (PACE) center in Flushing, 
Queens. The site offers significant benefits to 
the community’s elderly population, enabling 
them to receive a wide range of healthcare 
services in one convenient facility. Located 
in the busy downtown district at 136-65 37th 
Avenue, the new, 10,000 square foot, state-of-
the-art day care facility offers medical care, 
rehabilitation, social activities, round-trip 
transportation and meals. This is the 14th 
center opened by the CenterLight PACE pro-
gram, which is the largest and one of the old-
est such programs in the country.

“CenterLight’s PACE program benefits not 
only our members, but their families and the 
community at large,” says Michael Fassler, 
CEO of CenterLight Health System. “By en-
abling members to continue living safely in 
their homes, they can remain connected with 
their families and active in their communi-
ties.” 

Located in the heart of one of New York’s 
most historic Asian neighborhoods, the Flush-
ing Center has the capacity to care for 500 
members. The Center’s professional staff re-
flect the culturally diverse community and 
speak multiple languages, including Chinese 
and Korean. All members are encouraged 
to participate in and enjoy the Center’s wide 
range of day care services.

“Flushing’s vibrant culture and proxim-
ity to major transportation made this an ideal 
venue for this site, says Maureen Connolly, 
Vice President of Clinical Operations for 
PACE.  “This modern facility serves the needs 
of our patients in a dynamic neighborhood, 
surrounded by restaurants, markets and ac-
tivities. We look forward to serving the needs 
of our patients here for many years to come.” 

CenterLight’s additional PACE facilities 
are located in the five boroughs of New York, 
Westchester and Long Island. Those needing 
managed long-term care services and inter-

ested in becoming a PACE member, can get 
more information by calling 1-888-238-4223.

About CenterLight Healthcare
CenterLight Healthcare is an innovative 

managed care organization that provides 
long-term healthcare services throughout the 
Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and 
Staten Island, as well as Nassau, Suffolk, Rock-
land and Westchester counties. Our goal is to 
help older adults, the chronically ill, disabled 
individuals and others we serve to enjoy the 
highest possible quality of life while living 
safely in their homes and communities. Our 
PACE program serves over 3,000 members at 
14 centers across the New York Metro area that 
offer recreation therapy, medical care, nursing, 
social services, physical, occupational, and nu-
trition therapy, and other specialized services. 
CenterLight Healthcare’s Select program offers 
Medicaid-funded long term care services to a 
nursing home eligible population, while Cen-
terLight’s Direct program offers Medicare-cov-
ered services to nursing home residents. Our 
interdisciplinary team-based approach enables 
us to provide highly personalized, culturally 
sensitive care. 

About CenterLight Health System
CenterLight Health System is a non-profit 

national leader in providing and coordinat-
ing residential, home and community-based 
long term care for chronically ill and disabled 
adults throughout the New York metropoli-
tan area. Our continuing care services in-
clude residential health care, subacute medi-
cal care, rehabilitation, home care, HIV/AIDS 
home care, comprehensive care management, 
adult day health care and independent hous-
ing facilities for the elderly and disabled. For 
more information visit us at http://www.cen-
terlight.org.

Contact: Lauren Weidelman
Phone: 646-486-0000 x144 
Email: lweidelman@triomphantcommunications.com

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

CenterLight Opens First 
Program of All-Inclusive 

Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
Center in Flushing, Queens

to the plankton. Free 
with museum admission. 
Noon–12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

TUES, APRIL 2
READING, “THE BROOK-

LYN MERMAID”: Author 
Amy Shearn introduces 
her latest book. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

WED, APRIL 3
ART, TSUNAMI AND BED: 

7–9 pm. See Friday, March 
29. 

READING, “WOKE UP 
LONELY”: Author Fiona 
Maazel launches her new-
est book. RSVP requested. 
Drinks served. Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

THURS, APRIL 4
“WHERE HAVE YOU HID MY 

BONES?”: The world’s fi rst 
murder retold as an opera 
- the the mark of Caine is a 
new chamber opera. Free. 
11 am to 12:15 pm. St. Fran-
cis College [180 Remsen 
St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

ART, VIDEO PROJECT 
SCREENING: “Sequence 
14” is a special edit of 
Brooklyn artist Marie 
Lorenz’s video project 
Archipelago, taking the 
viewer on her path from 
Barren Island to her home 
in Bushwick. The video is 
shot from an apparatus 
connected to the body 
of the artist and to her 
boat, showing the same 
geographical path in 
two unique ways. Free. 
6 pm. BAC Gallery [111 
Front Street at Washing-
ton Street, Suite 218 in 
DUMBO, (718) 625-0080], 
www.brooklynartscouncil.
org/documents/2154. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKET-
BALL: The Brooklyn Nets 
take on the Chicago Bulls. 
Starting at $15. 7 pm. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Flatbush Avenue 
in Downtown, (212) 359–
6387], www.BarclaysCen-
ter.com. 

“A MAP OF TULSA”: Author 
Benjamin Lytal releases 
his new book. RSVP re-
quested. Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

FRI, APRIL 5
WORKSHOP, LEADER-

SHIP SKILLS PROGRAM: 
Howard University School 
of Business Center for Ac-

counting Education Holds 
College Leadership Skills 
Program at Long Island 
University Brooklyn. The 
program is free of charge 
and open to all junior and 
senior college students. 
FREE. 8:15 am. Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu. 

BLOOMING BABIES: Adven-
tures in the Jungle teaches 
children 8 months to 2 
years old how the animals 
in the jungles of the world 
really live. After meet and 
greet with an animal from 
the live collection, the chil-
dren make a craft to take 
home. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 735-
4400], www.brooklynkids.
org. 

ITALIAN SHABBAT: Family 
Shabbat Service & Din-
ner with an Itallian theme. 
Adult members $20, chil-
dren $10, Non-member 
adults $25, children $10. 
6 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish 
Center [405 81st St., (718) 
836-3103], bayridgejewish-
center.org. 

FILMS, GENTRI-FILM-CAT-
ION: “My Brooklyn,” is a 
documentary looking at 
the 2004 rezoning of the 
Fulton Mall. Free. 7 pm. 
Park Slope Food Coop 
[782 Union St. in Park 
Slope, between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–0560], 
ww.mybrooklynmovie.com. 

CONCERT, “THE GATHER-
ING”: Two performances 
by Fulbright Scholar-in-
Residence Vaneshran Aru-
mugam and colleagues. 
Free. 7:30 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489-5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

MUSIC, MODERN FUNK: 
Toronto, Canada based 
singer/Hammond organ-
ist Amanda Davids will 
be launching her series 

of summer mini tours in 
support of her Jazz infl u-
enced Urban Funk EP titled 
Distinguishable in Differ-
ence at Freddy’s Bar in 
Brooklyn, New York. 7:30 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768-0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

THEATER, BUSHWICK VA-
GINA MONLOGUES: 
The Ladies of Bushwick 
will present three per-
formances of The Vagina 
Monologues. All proceeds 
benefi t The Sadie Nash 
Leadership Project. Please 
help us spread the word 
and join us in this global 
V-Day movement to stop 
violence against women 
and girls. $15. 9 pm. Pine 
Box Rock Shop (12 Grattan 
St. in Bushwick), www.face-
book.com/bushwickvday. 

SAT, APRIL 6
THEATER, COSTUMED EN-

TERTAINMENT: Vertical 
Player Repertory (VPR) wel-
comes back Opera Feroce 
and friends for Incontro Ba-
rocco, an intimate salon in-
spired by the baroque cam-
erata, at which overdressed 
people gathered to eat, 
drink and fl irt while enjoy-
ing the music of the day. 
Join in the fun by showing 
up in your own splendid at-
tire, or come as you are and 
enjoy the show on stage 
and in the audience. $40. 8 
pm. Behind the Door [219 
Court St., (800) 646-0686], 
www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/347586. 

MUSIC, INDIE FOLK: Brook-
lyn-based indie-folk song-
writer, Mal Blum is on tour 
to promote her upcoming 
fi fth album, Tempest In A 
Teacup. She just wrapped 
up at SXSW and is mak-
ing her way back home to 
NYC. TBA. 8:30 pm. Shea 
Stadium (20 Meadow St.), 
liveatsheastadium.com. 

THEATER, BUSHWICK VA-
GINA MONLOGUES: 9 
pm. See Friday, April 5. 

EILEEN C DUGAN MEMO-

RIAL RUN: The Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy 
and St. Francis College 
are partnering in this 15th 
annual event. Last year 
more than 200 participants 
entered. Pre-registration 
required. 9 am. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park (334 Furman 
St. in Downtown), http:;//
www.15thdugan-eorg.
eventbrite.com. 

SHOW FOR KIDS: Out of the 
Shabbox’s programming 
features Avodah Dance’s 
Julie Gayer Kris , Backyar-
digan Live!’s Shawn Shaf-
ner and Ruach Rocker Jay 
Rapoport. Interactive, fun 
fi lled programming where 
families come together to 
sing, dance and tell stories. 
Free. 9:30 –11 am. Union 
Temple [17 Eastern Park-
way; 4th Floor in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-7600], 
www.uniontemple.org. 

SUPERHERO SCIENCE: Chil-
dren 4 years and older ex-
plore a magnetic compass 
with Magneto, discover 
optics with Cyclops and 
learn all about fl ight with 
Superman. Free with mu-
seum admission. 11–11:30 
am and 1:30–2 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

SUBWAY SAFARI: Children 
5 years old and younger 
hear stories and make fun 
crafts. $7 ($5 children 2-17 
and seniors0. 11:30 am – 
12:30 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694-
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

FAMILY DAYS: Artist teacher 
Angela Earley teaches 
you how to make your 
own travel time capsule, 
inspired by the exhibit, 
“Cultural Fluency: Engage-
ments with Contemporary 
Brooklyn in the Rotunda 
Gallery. Free. Noon–3 pm. 
BRIC Rotunda Gallery (33 
Clinton St. at Pierrpont 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

NATURE CRAFTS: Children 

connect with the natural 
world and make a fun proj-
ect to take home. Free. 
1 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722-3218]. 

SHIPBUILDING WORK-
SHOP: Children explore 
the important role that 
ships played in the Battle 
of Brooklyn. Free. 1–4 pm. 
The Waterfront Museum 
(290 Conover St. Pier 44 in 
Red Hook), proteusgow-
anus.org. 

POEMS FROM THE PLAT-
FORM: Children 6 years 
and older celebrate Na-
tional Poetry Month by 
drawing pictures. $7 ($5 
children 2-17 and seniors0. 
1:30 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694-
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

ADVENTUROUS APPETITES: 
Children 5 years and older 
take a tasty trip around the 
globe and learn all about 
different dishes. Free 
with museum admission. 
2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKET-
BALL: The Brooklyn Nets 
take on the Charlotte Bob-
cats. Starting at $15. 7:30 
pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387], www.Barclay-
sCenter.com. 

A SOUND AFFAIR: Tickets 
include food, coffee and 
tea, and raffl es, Bring your 
own bottle. $40. 8 pm. Our 
Lady of Grace Church [Ave. 
W and E. 2nd Street in Gra-
vesend, (718) 627-2020].

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Monologues for a cause: In response to violence against women in the neighborhood, Meggie Schmidt, 
Devin Fenyo, Melanie Schnitzlein, and Libby Landauer are putting on “The Vagina Monologues” in Bush-
wick on April 4.
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ter suited to today’s library-goers 
than the current Pacific branch, 
according to officials.

“It’s a failing building,” said 
Brooklyn Public Library chief 
librarian Richard Reyes-Gavi-
lan, who noted more than half 
the space in the current Pacific 
branch is made up of small rooms 
and chambers not open to the pub-
lic or usable for operations be-
cause books are now processed 
at a single central location. “It’s 
past its useful life.”

The sale is expected to generate 
$10 million or less, which would 
cover the interior build-out of the 
new branch that could wind up 
looking something like Kensing-
ton’s newly opened $14.9 million 
branch, with large multi-purpose 
reading rooms, plenty of natural 
light, and cutting edge technol-
ogy, said library trustees. 

Any cash leftover after the new 
library’s construction would go 
back into the borough’s library 
system through an agreement 
with the city.

But the move would likely be 
the death knell for the historic Pa-
cific branch, which is not land-
marked.

Activists  are decrying the plan , 
saying the red brick building is 
just as important as the books 
and programming inside.

“This was truly a gift to the city 
of New York in an attempt to really 
create an institution, which is why 
the Carnegie libraries were de-
signed by some of the premiere ar-
chitects of the time — they served 
to uplift through their architec-
ture as well as through their mis-
sion,” said Simeon Bankoff, the 
executive director of the Historic 
Districts Council. 

“The preservation of stand-out 
pieces of architecture that were 
gifts to the neighborhood is a re-
ally important thing to maintain,” 
said Bankoff.

The Park Slope Civic Coun-
cil has pushed to have the Pacific 
branch landmarked — a bid the 
Brooklyn Public Library says it 
will not oppose so long as the 
building’s sale could still gen-
erate enough cash to cover the 
move.

Library officials have met less 
opposition in their similar plan 
to sell the 1960s-era Brooklyn 
Heights branch,  which needs $9 
million in repairs , and insist they 
have no plans to put any other Car-

Needs: $11-million roof resto-
ration, access improvements for 
the disabled, new furniture and 
equipment, heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning system, boiler work, 
interior renovation, exterior resto-
ration, window replacement, secu-
rity and fire safety upgrades

Details: This Classical Re-
vival–style building opened on 
Fourth Avenue in Park Slope as 
Brooklyn’s original Carnegie li-
brary and boasted a first-of-its-
kind kid’s reading room.

LANDMARKED
Williamsburgh branch 

Opened: Jan. 28, 1905
Condition: Good 
Needs: $1.5 million for new 

windows, landscaping, fence res-
toration and sidewalk work 

Details: The two-story red 
brick building on Division Ave-
nue is the largest of the borough’s 
Carnegies and earned landmark 
status in 2005.

Dekalb branch 
Opened: Feb. 11, 1905
Condition: Fair 
Needs: $4.6 million for heat-

ing, ventilation, and air condi-
tioning system work, exterior 
renovation, safety and security 
enhancement, basement ren-
ovation, window replacement 
and window restoration 

Details: This two-story brick 
and limestone library on Bush-
wick Avenue became a landmark 
in 2004.

Park Slope branch
Opened: July 30, 1906
Condition: Good
Needs: $2.8 million for boiler 

and duct work, skylight restoration, 
roof replacement, masonry work, 
exterior fence restoration 

Details: The landmarked Sixth 
Avenue building, which underwent 
a complete renovation last year, has 
a monumental entrance adorned 
with four grand Doric columns.

NOT LANDMARKED
Bedford branch

Opened: Feb. 4, 1905
Condition: Good
Needs: $1.7 million for a new 

heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning system, replacement of 
windows 

Details: Franklin Avenue’s 
Bedford-Stuyvesant branch 
opened in 1897 in a nearby 
schoolhouse in a cornfield before 
it moved to its current home in a 
brick building with stone trim.

Carroll Gardens branch
Opened: Mar. 3, 1905
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $5.4 million for ex-

terior renovation, boiler work, 
interior renovation, new furni-
ture and equipment, safety and 
security enhancement, window 
replacement 

Details: With vaulted ceilings 
and an entrance adorned with mas-
sive brick Ionic columns, this one-
story Classical Revival building 
went by the name the Carroll Park 
branch until 1973.

Flatbush branch
Opened: Oct. 7, 1905
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $1.4 million for heat-

ing, ventilation, and air condition-
ing work, additional restoration 
work, fire alarm system 

Details: This Linden Boulevard 
library was originally two stories 
and was completely redesigned with 
an additional floor in 1937.

Arlington branch
Opened: Nov. 7, 1906

Condition: Poor 
Needs: $5.1 million for exte-

rior renovation, boiler work, inte-
rior renovation, new furniture and 
equipment, plumbing system

Details: The two-story Classi-
cal Revival–style red brick build-
ing in Cypress Hills still has its in-
terior natural oak trim intact. 

Macon branch
Opened: July 15, 1907
Condition: Good 
Needs: $573,000 for rear wall 

work 
Details: Reading rooms and 

smaller nooks containing original 
fireplaces and wooden benches de-
fine the Lewis Avenue facility.

Fort Hamilton branch
Opened: Oct. 7, 1907 
Condition: Good
Needs: None
Details: Bay Ridge’s freshly ren-

ovated two-story Classic Revival-
style library has a hipped roof and 
one of its two original fireplaces. 

Walt Whitman branch
Opened: Sept. 1, 1908
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $6.4 million for boiler 

work, heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning system, interior ren-
ovation, new furniture and equip-
ment, exterior renovation, safety 
and security enhancement, roof 
replacement

Details: Before getting its Car-

negie digs, this branch debuted on 
Nassau and Bridge streets in 1900, 
and in 1943 took on the name of 
the famous borough poet.

Saratoga branch
Opened: Sept. 3, 1908 
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $2.6 million for interior 

renovation, abatement, and new 
furniture and equipment 

Details: The Hopkinson Ave-
nue building has a stone base and 
a distinctive Spanish tile roof. 

Leonard branch
Opened: Dec. 1, 1908 on De-

voe St. in Williamsburg 
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $6.1 million to for dis-

abled accessibility, facade resto-
ration, roof work, window resto-
ration, interior restoration, new 
furniture and equipment, safety 
and security enhancement 

Details: Renovations have 
modernized the interior of this 
104-year-old structure. 

Bushwick branch
Opened: Dec. 16, 1908
Condition: Fair 
Needs: $4.7 million for exte-

rior and interior rehabilitation, 
heating, ventilation, and air con-
ditioning system, new furniture 
and equipment, new roof, safety 
and security enhancement 

Details: This branch got the 
Carnegie treatment after a pre-

vious location in the first floor 
of a church burned down. 

Brownsville branch
Opened: Dec. 19, 1908
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $4.5 million for heat-

ing, ventilation, and air condition-
ing system, interior renovation, 
new furniture and equipment, fa-
çade rehab, safety and security 
enhancement 

Details: Two iconic columns at 
its entrance give this Glemore Av-
enue building a stately look. 

Eastern Parkway branch
Opened: July 7, 1914
Condition: Poor 
Needs: $6.5 million for arched 

window rehabilitation, first and 
second floor renovation, hazard-
ous material abatement, new fur-
niture and equipment, and chim-
ney stack restoration

Details: It’s no Central Branch, 
but this Crown Heights facility 
has prominent arched windows, 
a stone facade, and an original 
reading nook.

Stone Avenue branch
Opened: Sept. 24, 1914
Condition: Good 
Needs: $1.3 million for new win-

dows and doors, limestone facade 
rehabilitation, safety and security 
enhancement, side entry steps

Details: Brownsville’s Jacobe-
than–style brick building is differ-

ent from the borough’s other Carne-
gies with two prominent entrances, 
and was once devoted entirely to 
children’s literature.

Washington Irving 
branch

Opened: May 16, 1923
Condition: Poor
Needs: $5.3 million for exte-

rior and interior renovation, new 
furniture and equipment, safety 
and security enhancement, boiler 
work, and heating, ventilation, and 
air conditioning system 

Details: This Bushwick facil-
ity is the last Carnegie branch 
built in the borough and it boasts 
a unique gabled roof.

DEAD
Greenpoint branch

Opened: April 7, 1906 
Closed: This branch closed in 

1944 due to a manpower shortage 
and was demolished in 1970 to be 
replaced in 1973 with a one-story 
building on the same site.

Red Hook branch
Opened: April 22, 1915
Closed: A 1945 fire destroyed 

Brooklyn’s only Carnegie library 
built in Mediterranean Revival 
style.

South branch
Opened: Dec. 5, 1905
Closed: This Sunset Park 

branch was razed in 1970 after li-
brary officials declared it obsolete 
and replaced it with a new build-
ing on the same site in 1972.

Continued from page 1

CARNEGIE’S LIBRARIES ... HOW ARE THEY DOING?

negie buildings on the market — 
claiming they are only consider-
ing unloading the Pacific branch 
because of the confluence of its 
remarkable location and uncom-
monly high needs.

But the only Carnegie build-
ings truly safe from future de-
velopment are the Dekalb, Park 
Slope, and Williamsburgh 
branches, which are protected 
by landmark laws.

The Carnegie buildings boast 

large, multi-paned front windows, 
red brick or limestone facades, 
stone steps leading to prominent 
entrances adorned by lampposts 
or lanterns, and classical orna-
mentation including columns, pi-
lasters, and pediments.

And they were apparently put 
up to last: 30 percent of librar-
ies borough-wide were built by 
Carnegie and a century later 
they only require 31 percent of 
the $230 million needed to con-

duct overdue repairs. 
But library officials say many 

of the old edifices fail to meet the 
needs of modern-day patrons — 
and unloading the Pacific branch 
will help the chain remain a vi-
tal cultural institution in a time 
when city budgets are anything 
but certain.

“We’ve got to take some con-
trol of whatever we can control 
and this is just one smidge of what 
we can hopefully control,” said 

Reyes-Gavilan. “It’s crucial for 
us to stop being victims and le-
verage whatever we can so that 
the library can remain relevant 
for people for the next hundred 
years.” 

Selling the branch — even 
if it means demolition for the 
108-year-old building — is a 
move that Carnegie, a business-
man above all else, would have 
wanted, according to author Da-
vid Nasaw, who penned the sim-

ply titled “Andrew Carnegie” bi-
ography.

“Carnegie was not terribly 
interested in the architecture of 
these libraries — he wanted the 
local people to decide where the 
libraries would be,” said Nasaw 
of the tycoon, who donated $5.2 
million — equivalent to more than 
$2.7 billion today — after his re-
tirement in 1901 to establish a 
branch library systems citywide. 
“What was most important to him 
was that a library be open, be ac-
cessible, have books and reading 
materials.”

Nasaw said that Carnegie was 
by no means a preservationist who 
would have nostalgic commitment 
to the buildings funded through 
his philanthropy — in fact he was 
hands-off with the architects who 
designed them.

At most, he would have wanted 
passersby to be able to recognize 
a building as a library from the 
street, the biographer said.

“He would have wanted the li-
braries to be a public symbol,” said 
Nasaw. “But Carnegie is a busi-
nessman — he’s going to look at 
the bottom line and he’s going to 
say if it costs $11 million to keep 
this old building up to code and if 
for $11 million you could build a 
library that’s twice as big or that 
has twice as many services then 
he would go with that.” 

Continued from page 1

LIBRARY...

(At left) The landmarked Park Slope library branch on Sixth Avenue had a complete renovation last year, but is still in need 
of nearly $3 million in repairs, according to library officials. (At right) The Brooklyn Public Library’s $14.9 million Kensington 
branch on 18th Avenue opened last year and library officials say its design should be the model for future libraries.
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?

NEWS CORPORATION IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

CNG (Community Newspaper Group), a division of News Corpora-
tion, is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers, 
distributing hundreds of thousands of papers in Brooklyn, Queens, 
and the Bronx. In addition, CNG publishes specialty magazines and 
local websites. 

We are seeking motivated newspaper, magazine & online advertising 
sales representatives in Brooklyn. The positions involve selling adver-
tising, working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expec-
tations, maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new 
business opportunities via face-to-face sales calls within the territory.

When applying for this position, please 
send your resume and cover letter to: 
Ralph D’Onofrio

Email: rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-2510

CNG is an EOE.

WORK CLOSE TO 
HOME AND BE 
PART OF ONE OF 
THE LARGEST 
MEDIA GROUPS 
IN THE WORLD.

A News Corporation Company

BROOKLYN OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:

Newspaper, Magazine & Online 
Account Executives, 

Outside Sales Positions in Park Slope and 
Williamsburg Territories

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS:

Good written and verbal communication skills
Basic computer skills
Ability to work in a close team environment
Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, medical, 
expenses & paid vacation
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fic lights are just moronic.”
The 60-year-old retiree claims all of those stoplights 

convince hasty drivers to floor it in hopes of catching 
the next green.

A mandatory stop sign at every intersection would 
put an end to that.

“All-way stop signs means that everybody stops at ev-
ery corner, so you have to do a little dance and figure out 
who goes first, but no one will speed through the intersec-
tion,” he said. “It’s safer for pedestrians and it makes all 
these streets not really useful for through-streets.”

Stop signs tend to slow down traffic, but the purpose of 
the octagonal placards is to control the right-of-way at an 
intersection, “not traffic speed,”  according to the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s website . However agency spokes-
man Nick Mosquera said his department will review any 
request for an intersection study that it receives.

“When conducting studies, [the Department of Trans-
portation] observes volumes of pedestrian and vehicu-
lar traffic, as well as other factors such as the presence 
of school crossings,” he said. “The installation of any 
changes to controls such as stop signs and signals are 
determined based on federal guidelines.”

Boerum Hill Association president Howard Kolins said 
the city replaced stop signs with stoplights at Hoyt and Dean 
streets and Nevins and State streets at the request of neigh-
bors in years past because law-breaking motorists kept roll-
ing through intersections and causing collisions.  

“The issue here is safety and when there are specific 
incidents of accidents at these intersections because peo-
ple are not observing the stop signs, traffic lights are a 
better solution,” he said, adding that each intersection 
should be studied individually to determine whether it 
warrants a traffic light or stop sign.

One way or another, city planners hope to make traf-
fic slower in Boerum Hill.

The city installed 14 speed bumps and will soon con-
vert the neighborhood into  the borough’s first “slow 
zone”  by lowering the speed limit from 30 miles per 
hour to 20 in the blocks bounded by Smith Street and 
Union, Third, and Atlantic avenues.

“I’m certainly willing to look into the idea of having all 
way stops, but I don’t know if it necessarily makes sense 
at every intersection,” said Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill).

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

REGISTER NOW – LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
For summer 2013 and school year 2013-14

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com
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2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 
1st, 3rd, 4th Sats, 6p 

Brunch Singalong  
Sundays 12:30pm 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAY 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p Noon 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

I ’m constantly trying to 
understand how much to 
love my kids. How much 

love is enough?
In my therapy session the 

other day, my Jungian psycho-
analyst said people often be-
come needy in relationships 
from a lack of sufficient at-
tention and love from their 
parents.

Instead of weeping into a 
tissue as I sometimes do when 
he offers up handy blame-the-
parents reasoning for my re-
lationship challenges (“poor 
me!” I sometimes think), 
I smiled. I was in a good 
place, so I could see things 
more objectively. I looked at 
him slightly sideways and the 
journalist in me rose up.

“What percentage of the 
population do you think gets 
enough attention from their 
parents?” I asked.

“It’s a great question,” he 
said. “And I don’t know the 
answer. Probably a fairly low 
number.”

His answer actually made 
me feel better.

I have no desire to vilify my 
parents. They fall somewhere 
on the normal spectrum, good 
at some aspects of communi-
cation and relationship-build-
ing, slightly lacking in oth-
ers, just like most people. Just 
like me.

But it is important for me as 
a person and a parent to think 
about the lessons I learned wit-
tingly or unwittingly from my 
parents so I can be conscious 
of how it affects my own par-
enting. It’s a challenge.

I told my therapist what is 
true for me and almost all of 
my mom friends.

“Sometimes my kids both 
need me at the same time, and 
at the same time my husband 
needs me, and the dog. So, 
how am I supposed to give 
them all enough?”

The answer was clear: I 
couldn’t. 

“You can’t beat yourself 
up,” he said.

That was the gist anyway, 
and it was helpful. I said good-
bye without canceling the next 
week, as I am always tempted 
to do.

Parenting requires a lot of 
thought. And it requires put-
ting those thoughts together 
into some sort of coherent 
“story” that shows a through-
line between you as a kid, and 

you as a parent. What did you 
need that you didn’t get? Is it 
reasonable, in hindsight, that 
you even expected the things 
you feel you didn’t get from 
your parents, given what you 
now know about the great di-
vide of parents’ attention be-
tween family and friends and 
work and housework and com-
munity and pets?

I try to employ some ra-
tional thinking in my house-
hold when I am castigated for 
not doing enough — read not 
loving enough. 

“You forgot to make my 
lunch!” Oscar will say, loung-
ing on the couch with his feet up 
as I, up since 4:30 am, still in my 
robe, try to get laundry folded, 
find missing sweatshirts, make 
breakfast, fill the dog’s food 
and water bowls, gather books 
to bring to my volunteer tutor-
ing, unclog the toilet, and read 
though a pile of e-mails.

I try to show I am just busy, 
not uncaring, and prompt him 
to give up the whole “you-
don’t-love-me-if-you-don’t-

remember-my lunch” pout. I 
want to replicate the day he 
made his own lunch while I ran 
upstairs to quickly switch the 
robe to spandex and a sweat-
shirt, even though I probably 
wouldn’t get to the gym. He 
was so proud of himself, I re-
mind him.

“Remember, you can do it 
too, and it doesn’t mean I don’t 
love you!” I rationalize.

For Eli, it often comes in 
dog metaphors.

“Look at Gingy — pay at-
tention to Gingy!” he’ll say.

So I stop and look at him 
playing with the dog, walk over 
and offer love them both, if I 
can. I also explain that I can’t 
always pay attention, but that 
it’s good for him to ask — that 
he shouldn’t stop asking.

I remember, and try not to 
say it outright cause they’ll of-
ten deny it, that all kids — even 
boys — need to be hugged and 
cuddled, told “I adore you” 
even when they pretend they 
don’t, when they say they’re 
“too old” for you to crawl into 
their beds and snuggle up. I 
can’t always, but when I can 
I do, and they always feel bet-
ter afterward.

All I can do is try and stay 
in touch with how much love 
is being thrown around and 
make sure it’s a lot. And then 
just pray that it is enough.

A mom spreads the love
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

substantially larger Brooklyn Bridge.
The eight-foot wide, $4.9-million pedestrian path crosses 

the Brooklyn–Queens Expressway and Furman Street and 
descends 50 feet from Squibb Park on Columbia Heights 
onto Pier 1 in the 85-acre green space below, following a 
course that resembles the Greek letter sigma.

“The views are tremendous,” said Brooklyn Heights 
resident Susan Lane as she made her first stroll across 
the pathway. “I love the way it meanders. It’s not just a 
straight pathway — it’s really nicely designed.”

The locust wood and galvanized steel bridge, which 
was funded primarily by Borough President Markowitz 
and members of the City Council, looks and feels less 
like Roebling’s great span and more like a hiking bridge 
in the Catskills — and that’s the point.

“The Squibb Park Bridge design makes use of trail 
bridge technology,” reads a sign at the entrance of bridge. 
“It is built with cable and wood, much like hundreds of 
trail bridges in our state and national parks. Since it is 
designed to be lightweight and flexible, the bridge will 
bounce as you walk over it.”

A reporter for The Brooklyn Paper determined that 
the bridge,  designed by structural engineer and Mac-
Arthur “genius” Ted Zoli , is in fact springy, especially 
when runners dart by. 

But bikers beware: cycling on the bridge is not per-
mitted on the pathway.

Continued from page 1

BRIDGE...

Continued from page 1

LIGHTS...

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and 
the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a 
convenient package. It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11

BrooklynPaper.com (718) 260 2500 Brooklyn, NY ©2011

AWP/14 pages Vol. 34, No. 24

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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Restrictions and additional fees may apply. No double discounts.

MAR. 20 – APR. 1

Experience the Ultimate Spring Break Destination! 

For the First Time Ever at

23
26

81

KIDS’ TICKETS $12!*

SM

Additional fees may apply.

Arrive one hour early to meet our performers, try on costumes and learn circus skills at the All Access Pre-show –  with your ticket!

Ringling.com

Buy tickets at Ticketmaster.com,  Retail Locations, American Express Box 
Office at Barclays Center or call 

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Tue. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

MAR. 20

7:00 PM

MAR. 21

 7:00 PM*

MAR. 22

  7:00 PM*

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

     
 1:00 PM  
 5:00 PM

      
2:00 PM  

  7:00 PM*

  

2:00 PM  
  7:00 PM*

  
 7:00 PM*

MAR. 29              

2:00 PM  
  7:00 PM*

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

APR. 1                
 

1:00 PM  
 5:00 PM


