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Hot in Coney
Manhattan Beach mademoiselles Gamze Tezer and 
Amanda Savchenko thought they couldn’t get any hot-
ter, until they went to Coney Island and basked in last 
week’s searing 90-degree heat.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

There’s no longer a need to 
sit in an exhaust-spewing box to 
get to Barclays Center to see the 
National when now you can ride 
there in the open air and have your 
bike parked by a valet.

Finally, the Barclays Center 
will offer free valet bicycle park-
ing to those riding to Prospect 
Heights to see Brooklyn home-
town band the National on June 5, 
in a clear acknowledgment that in-
die rock and bikes go together like 
peanut butter and chocolate.

“We knew the National would 
draw a big Brooklyn audience 
and it’s going to be nice out, so 

we thought we’d try something 
interesting,” said Ashley Cotton, 
of Forest City Ratner Companies, 
which runs the arena. “We picked 
a show that seemed like a pretty 
good fit.”

Bike advocacy group Trans-
portation Alternatives will run 
the valet at the Barclays Center 
bike parking lot, which holds up 
to 400 bikes.

The valet will essentially be 
run like a coat check. Ticket hold-
ers pass off their bikes, locks, 
and helmets to attendants in ex-
change for numbered tickets, and 
then they will pick up their bikes 
when the show is over. Barclays 
Center will pick up the tab. Tip-

VALET OF THE LAND
Barclays Center to offer bike parking for upcoming concert

Famous as a magnet for trains and cars, the Barclays Center 
will welcome bikes to an upcoming National concert.
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ping, of course, is optional.
Transportation Alternatives 

runs bike valets at a variety of 
events around the city, includ-
ing Celebrate Brooklyn con-
certs at Prospect Park, Movies 
With A View at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, and most recently, Prospect 
Park’s controversial  Great Googa-
Mooga festival , yet another sign 
that Brooklynites are pedaling 
more than ever.

“There’s a really diverse bunch 
of events that are attracting bike 
riders these days,” said Michael 
Murphy, spokesman for Trans-
portation Alternatives. “It’s re-
ally blown up.”

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s Marty’s pop-up theater!
The city will transform the land-

marked-but-vacant Childs Restaurant 
and an adjoining lot on the Coney Is-

land Boardwalk into an amphitheater 
with a removable mesh roof and public 
park that will feature a high-end eatery 
and rooftop cafe — fulfilling Borough 
President Markowitz’s once-controver-
sial dream of creating a performance 

space in his beloved Coney Island.
“I wanted to build something like this 

for many years, and the plans were put 
on hold because there were problems 
with the location,” Markowitz said on 

Marty’s Childs play

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A transit buff’s quixotic, two-de-
cade-long quest to connect transit-
strapped Red Hook to Downtown by 
trolley is really going to happen this 
time, the railway-loving legend claimed 
this week. 

Bob Diamond, the frustrated street-
car advocate, who has failed to bring 
trolleys to the transit desert more times 
than we would like to remember, said 
his longtime dream of a Brooklyn bus-

tling with trolleys will finally come true 
because this time he’s partnered with 
the Gowanus Canal Community De-
velopment Corporation  and concrete 
titan John Quadrozzi Jr. of Gowanus 
Bay Terminal.

“I realize now that no man is an is-
land unto himself and that there has to 
be a number of organizations to make 
this happen,” said Diamond, president 
of the Brooklyn Historic Railway Asso-
ciation. “Instead of Bob Diamond try-
ing to do it alone, now I’m building a 

grassroots consortium of other orga-
nizations whose neighborhoods would 
benefit from the implementation of the 
streetcar project.”

The Gowanus Canal Community De-
velopment Corporation will now take 
on the role of political and public out-
reach for Diamond, while Quadrozzi 
has helped redesign and enlarge his 
track route linking Downtown and the 
peninsula.

Diamond estimates that the imple-
mentation of the two-track streetcar proj-

ect along with the excavation of the old 
rail tunnel under Atlantic Avenue he fa-
mously discovered in the 1980s would 
cost $50 million, and he will be seek-
ing that money through federal grants. 

And Quadrozzi can’t wait to get it 
done.

“It’s absolutely necessary and de-
sirable,” said Quadrozzi, who has fol-
lowed Diamond’s efforts during the past 
decade. 

The concrete titan said the plan makes 

A streetcar desire revived
Brooklyn train buff’s dream for Red Hook gets new support

Ray Howell of the Gowanus Canal Community Development Corpo-
ration (pictured) has teamed up with trolley activist Bob Diamond.
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STARDATE:  -309592.64 

To clarify: 1) I’ve never had a 
“slice” 2) I’ve been a Habs fan 
all of 4 weeks 3) I’m also a fan of 
Bloomberg’s soda legislation.

— twitter.com/SirPatStew

 This week, 
Park Slope’s Sir 
Patrick Ste wart 
— who played 
Captain Jean-
Luc Pi card on 
“Star Trek: The 
Next Genera-
tion” — sets 
phasers to kill 
large sugary 
sodas.
 On the next episode: whatever 
Sir Patrick Stewart tweets about.

CAP’N’S
LOG

Long Island Restaurant — 
shown here without its iconic 
sign, which is being cleaned 
— may reopen in July.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

A glittering reminder of 
Brooklyn’s past has come down, 
but it may just be a sign of great 
things to come.

The iconic neon lights that 
welcomed diners to the chrome-
plated Long Island Restaurant on 
the corner of Henry Street and 
Atlantic Avenue has been taken 
down, but city records say it has 
been sent to the cleaners, and 
the beloved fixture could soon 

come back.
Permits on the building say 

the sign was removed so it could 
be cleaned, but one of the build-
ing’s owners only promised that 
the greasy spoon, which served 
hungry Brooklynites from 1951 
until 2007, would reopen next 
month, then promptly hung up 
the phone.

Reports of the restaurant’s 
imminent reopening have  per-
sisted for years , but no one has 

A SIGN OFF
Atlantic Avenue eatery loses 
iconic sign, but might reopen

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s the G-fit!
Riders of the historically er-

ratic G-train say they are using 
its predictable unpredictability 
to get themselves in shape — or 
at least they are joking about it 
in a new Internet video.

Members of the Riders Al-
liance, which advocates for 

straphangers, have produced a 
 tongue-in-cheek, minute-long 
movie  that highlights the body-
toning benefits of riding the be-
loved-but-slow Brooklyn Local 
in an effort let the MTA know 
that they’re tired of the train’s 
hurry-up-and-wait service.

The scene is set when a man, 
who says he’s moved from 

Working out 
the      train

Reveals plans to turn landmark into amphitheater

Borough President Markowitz wants to 
turn the shuttered Childs Restaurant build-
ing into a Coney Island amphitheater.
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Dustin Joyce is sick of dashing to reach the four-car G train, 
but at least she’s getting a good workout.
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Video spoofs subway gripes

The Illuminator members Grayson Earle, Lucky Tran, and Hugo 
Genes project images onto the Domino building in Williamsburg. 
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The Illuminator strikes again!
The audio-visual “Occupy Wall 

Street” activists that  famously proj-

ect their opinions on the walls of build-
ings as if they are calling out for Bat-
man  were in Williamsburg last week 
to let everyone know that they’re not 

Protest projects
Activists want a different Domino

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

It makes scents: the Barclays Cen-
ter has  its own signature smell  — pre-
sumably custom designed by some of 
the  most discerning noses in retail . 
But Brooklyn doesn’t really need 
egg-headed poindexters to make our 
air smell different, because we’ve got 
some of the most interesting, home-
grown, locally-sourced, artisanal smells 
in the world. 

Here’s the top nine:
1. “Combattere,” “Brooklyn 

Spice,” “Like a Latte,” “Italian 
Steam,” in honor D’Amico Foods

The thick, nutty aroma of roasting 
coffee at this Carroll Gardens legend 
is so pungent the smell alone, which 
has roused local residents to call 311 
with complaints, could stain your teeth. 
Those people deserve a quadruple-shot 
black eye. The fragrant smell of good 

Scents of community
Beyond the arena, Brooklyn’s most distinctive odors

Italian anything — coffee, pastries, 
pizza — drifting from a neighbor-
hood store is quintessentially Brook-
lyn. Have you noticed that all Starbucks 
stores smell like pleather? That’s not 

even real leather! If you don’t like the 
smell of real coffee, move to Manhat-
tan and surround yourself with chain 
stores like Subway, which speaking of 

The Gowanus Canal gives off one of the most infamous smells in 
Brooklyn. It’s not pleasant.
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See VALET  on page 5

See CHILDS  on page 12

See TROLLEY  on page 11

See SIGN  on page 14 See G-TRAIN  on page 13

See DOMINO  on page 13 See SCENTS  on page 14

CATS 
For 

MAYOR
A New Yorker for all New Yorkers

cats2013.com
Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013
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$150

1 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not 
currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. The APY is effective March 1, 2013. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.00% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to 0.60% and rate may 
change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. A daily balance below $5,000 will be assessed a lower Annual Percentage Yield. Fees may 
reduce earnings. 2 New accounts and new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one 
checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments OR 
Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify 
as direct deposit. Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on 
or about 75 days after the account is opened. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more details and information about these offers. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content 
without express written permission is prohibited.

Checking that earns like savings.

Plus, get up to

                          

when you open a new checking account.2

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Additionally, a BestRate Checking account provides you with: 
Free online banking and bill pay, Free Mastercard® ATM/Debit card,  
Free direct deposit and more. For more information or to find a branch  
near you, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

BestRate
Checking

APY1  1.00%
On balances of $5,000 or more.

Your Solution to Complex Dental Problems

Schedule your consultation 
with Dr. Stanislaus and Dr. E. 
Lisa Reid to learn more about 
HYBRIDGE®  and all of your 
dental options.  

HYBRIDGE ®  replaces all of your 
upper and/or lower teeth and 
is permanently supported with 
5 to 6 dental implants. Choose 
HYBRIDGE®   and experience a 
lifetime of dental comfort.

BrooklynHybridge.com

(718) 857-6639
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by 
Eugene D. Stanislaus, D.D.S. & E. Lisa Reid, D.M.D. 
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CALL
TODAY

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about taking a pee!
A presumably latex-glove-

wearing thief has stolen three 
soccer-themed urinal splash 
guards out of a Williamsburg 
pub’s men’s room during the 
past few months.

The urinal guards, which 
owners Conor Carolan and 
Chris Keller bought off a 
novelty urinal cake web-
site, feature a pair of min-
iature goal posts in the mid-
dle of a green field.

“A few months ago, one 
disappeared,” said Carolan. 
“Since then, a few more have 
been taken.”

Banter Bar, on Havemeyer 
Street, is a European-style 
pub that opens early in the 
morning so customers can 
catch international soccer 
games live.

Last year, when the own-
ers first bought the goal-post 
splash guards, customers 
showered them with praises, 
among other things.

“They became the focal 
point of the bathroom,” said 
Carolan.

Carolan even believed pa-
trons were so captivated by 
the guards, the bathrooms 
remained cleaner than they 
normally would be.

“People stopped writ-
ing graffiti on the walls,” 

he said.
But then, a thief started 

stealing the goals and Caro-
lan can’t imagine why. 

“Are they centerpieces on 
someone’s dinner table, or 
what?” he said. 

Carolan said that he and 
Keller are undeterred, and 
will continue to buy and in-
stall the mini-goals to ensure 
patrons hit the spot.

The brazen urinal robber 
isn’t the first person to pil-
fer from a Brooklyn bath-
room this year. Earlier this 
spring, someone lifted a brass 
toilet seat from Lighthouse 
BK, resulting in one of the 
 best headlines in newspaper 
history . 

Urine trouble!
Thief takes bar’s urinal splash guards

Chris Keller, co-owner of Banter Bar, can’t figure 
out why someone keeps stealing from their urinal.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Fans have thrown a life-
line to this floundering mer-
maid.

More than 2,300 back-
ers helped raise $100,000 on 
Kickstarter to make sure the 
Mermaid Parade will march 
down Surf Avenue in Coney 
Island on June 22 — seven 
months after Hurricane 
Sandy nearly washed the 
31-year-old partially clothed 
cavalcade away. 

“It’s my dream come true,” 
said Dick Zigun, founder of 
the fishy fanfare.

The superstorm’s surge 
smashed Zigun’s headquar-
ters at the corner of W. 12th 
Street and Surf Avenue, de-
stroying his famed freak the-
ater and forcing him to sink 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars into repairs. Little was 
left over to pay for permits, 
insurance, and security for 
the swimsuit-clad spectacle 
— so Zigun turned to the in-
ternet for assistance. 

“That’s the way the people 
of Brooklyn, the whackos of 
New York City, people who 
care about alternative culture 
across America, that is how 
they contribute to things,” 
Zigun said on May 3.

The campaign  raised 
$40,000 in its first three days , 
and reached its goal on May 
30 — four days in advance 
of the June 3 deadline.

Mermaid Parade resurfaces
Costumed Coney Island cavalcade saved from stormy disaster

But the donors earned 
much more than the joy of 
seeing the pageant of par-
tial nudity proceed. Creative 
friends of the parade offered 
sweet mermaid swag to big-
money contributors. Some 

190 people who gave more 
than $100 will soon receive 
limited-edition prints from 
famed album cover designer 
Frank Kozik. Twelve others 
who gave upwards of $175 
will get to step into the Great 

Fredini’s Coney Island Scan-
a-Rama — a three-dimen-
sional scanner-printer that 
measures a person’s dimen-
sions and creates a statuette 
in their image. And one gen-
erous mermaid-phile who 

gave more than $350 will get 
to spend a day with award-
winning photographer Har-
vey Stein, publisher of the 
pictorial anthology “Coney 
Island: 40 Years.” Others will 
get prizes ranging from a tote 
bag and pasties to getting to 
ride in the parade, and ev-
eryone who gave more than 
$13 will have their name ap-
pear on a “Thanks” banner 
in the procession. And the 
two still-unnamed biggest 
donors will get to ride on  
Borough President Markow-
itz’s float.

Zigun thanked Markow-
itz and comic Judah Fried-
lander of “30 Rock” fame for 
creating  video segments pro-
moting the Kickstarter cam-
paign .

“They took the time out in 
their busy schedules to film 
pieces for us,” Zigun said.

Zigun has bestowed the ti-
tle of this year’s “King Nep-
tune” upon Friedlander for 
his efforts. The funny man 
will ride on the “royal float” 
with this year’s “Queen Mer-
maid,” Carole Radziwill of 
the Real Housewives of New 
York — another partner in 
the parade.

Zigun said he and his 
staff were already making 
preparations for the aquatic 
event

“We’re going to stop com-
plaining now and put on a 
parade,” said Zigun. 

Generous donations helped keep Coney Island’s annual parade of  beautiful 
creatures from going extinct.
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866.795.2344 
lease@bushterminal.com 
882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

W H E R E  B U S I N E S S  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
FROM 500SF TO 150,000SF.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

Melissa Goldin
for The Brooklyn Paper

Windsor Terrace book-
worms bemoaning the loss 
of a beloved old-school tome 
shop will soon be able to cel-
ebrate a brand-new chapter 
in the neighborhood’s liter-
ary tradition.

The owners of Park Slope’s 
Community Bookstore will 
continue the legacy of the for-
mer Babbo’s Books on Pros-
pect Park West by opening 
the new Terrace Books in 
Babbo’s storefront between 
Prospect Avenue and Wind-
sor Place later this month.

Babbo’s closed on May 15 
after six years in Windsor 
Terrace, and the new own-
ers say the neighborhood 
still needs a place for read-
ers to get their fix of ink on 
paper.

“We think [independently-
owned] bookstores are cru-
cial to neighborhoods,” said 
Ezra Goldstein, who co-owns 
the Community Bookstore 
with Stephanie Valdez. 

The new Terrace Books 
will sell mostly used books, 
as Babbo’s did, while the 
Community Bookstore will 
continue to hawk new items. 
Given that they cater to two 
distinct needs, the two loca-
tions will have a symbiotic 
relationship — buyers can 
order books from one shop 
and have them delivered to 
the other.

Babbo’s owner Leonora 
Stein said she approached 

Windsor Terrace gets 
a new, old bookstore
Owners of Slope’s Community Bookstore branch out

And Stein said she’s 
glad they were willing to 
take over.

“It was very important to 
me that it would stay a book-
store,” said Stein. 

Valdez and Goldstein 
also believe independent 
bookstores serve an impor-
tant role in any community. 
They claim that books and in-
formation are quintessential 
parts of the vibrancy of any 
neighborhood. Not only can 
independents choose books 
specifically for a neighbor-
hood, but they can be in-
volved in community af-
fairs. They can also create 
a real sense of personal in-
teraction, by acting as a gath-
ering space or cornerstone of 
the community, making the 
niche filled by independents 
more than skin deep.

“We don’t treat books like 
a commodity,” said Gold-
stein. “We treat them like 
precious objects.”

Valdez and Goldstein de-
cided to change the store’s 
name because they felt Bab-
bo’s, which was named af-
ter Stein’s father, was too 
personal. They originally 
planned to give it the same 
name as their Park Slope lo-
cation, but instead decided on 
a name that is representative 
of the neighborhood.

“It had the right ring to 
it,” Valdez said of Terrace 
Books. “And it had the com-
munity feel that we were go-
ing for.”

Goldstein and Valdez about 
expanding into Windsor Ter-
race shortly after she decided 
to close the store. The Com-

munity Bookstore hadn’t 
been planning to expand, but 
claimed this opportunity was 
too good to pass up.

Ezra Goldstein, co-owner of Community Book-
store in Park Slope, loves book so much that he 
is set to open a new location — named Terrace 
Books in Windsor Terrace — with co-owner Steph-
anie Valdez later this month.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A group of bookworms 
who fear the city will cut 
funding to the Brooklyn 
Public Library next year 
will hold a “read-in” at the 
Central Branch this week-
end to get the word out that 
it takes green to keep free 
books flowing.

Participants will read 
from their favorite litera-
ture for 15-minute incre-
ments from 4 pm on Satur-
day to 4 pm on Sunday in 

Library hosts read-a-thon
hopes of sending a message 
to Mayor Bloomberg, who is 
proposing to cut funding to 
the borough’s book-sharing 
club by $106 million. Library 
backers say the 35 percent 
cut will force the library to 
slash 1,400 positions.

 “We’ve been doing the 
do-more-with-less thing for a 
while,” said Lauren Comito, 
a board member of Urban Li-
brarians Unit, which orga-
nized the event. “Now it will 
be doing less with less.”

But the protesters admit-

ted that the mayor’s draco-
nian cuts probably won’t 
go through, as a deal will 
be brokered with lawmak-
ers that will minimize the 
damage.

“The City Council is al-
ways wonderful and gets 
most of it restored,” Comito 
said. “But still, even $5 mil-
lion or $6 million adds up af-
ter a few years.”

Interested readers can 
sign up for a slot at the Save 
New York Libraries at:www.
savenyclibraries.com.

Budget cuts will be 
protested at the main 
branch of the Library.
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Learn more about charter schools at what.arecharterschools.com

What are 
charter schools? 
Charter schools are free public schools 
open to all students. They have a 5-year 
contract with a NYS authorizer, and if they 
don’t perform well they are closed.

How do they 
operate?
Charter schools are independent of the 
NYC Department of Education. This gives 
them freedom to use new teaching 
approaches, and even have longer school 
days and school years.

Where do they fit in the 
bigger picture?
It’s all about choice. NYC operates 
a “portfolio system” of public schools. 
This includes magnet schools, 
zoned and non-zoned district schools, 
and charter schools.

How long have they 
been around?
The first charter school in NYC opened in 
1999. Fourteen years later, there are 183 
charter schools located in all five boroughs. 

How do you apply?
It’s easy. There is likely a charter school 
in your community, and you can apply 
to more than one school at once online.

5 things to know 
about NYC charter 
schools

BED BUG PROBLEM? 
OUR SPECIALTY! 

718-855-3019
www.nycgopest.com

Termites
Ants

Restaurants

Roaches
Rodents

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A sneaky thief stole a bag 
from a traveler getting on the 
C train in the Jay Street-
Metrotech station on June 
1, police said.

The victim said he helped 
a strange woman board the 
train at 10:50 pm, and later 
noticed that his bag was miss-
ing. The victim said that he 
thought this woman was act-
ing “awkward,” — putting 
on a fake accent and stand-
ing uncomfortably close to 
him — in order to distract 
him so that someone else 
could take the bag, which 

contained an iPod Touch, 
among other items.

Pursed slips
A crook snatched a purse 

from a woman who left it in 
the Clark Street train station 
on June 2, police said.

The woman said she got 
off the train and left the sta-
tion near Henry Street to use 
the bathroom in the early 
morning, at 1:40 am. When 
she reboarded the train, she 
realized that she left her purse 
on the platform. When she 
went back to check on it, it 
was gone. 

Charity race
A begger grabbed money 

out of a generous person’s 
hands and ran away on the 

Manhattan Bridge footpath 
on June 2, police said.

The victim was on the 
bridge at 6:20 pm when a man 
asked for a dollar to feed his 
family. The victim tried to 
pay him a dollar, but when he 
was going through his wallet, 
the perp snatched $80 out of 
his hands and ran off.

Bloody hell
A woman was assaulted by 

two men she knew in front of 
public housing on Bridge Street 
on June 2, police said.

While the victim was wait-
ing for a bus near York Street 
at 7 pm, two men jumped 
out of a car screaming at 
her. They struck her with a 
glass bottle across the neck 

Samaritan pays price for subway help

and threatened to come back 
and shoot her, saying that 
they were members of the 
Bloods gang, according to po-
lice. The victim said the men 
knew where she lived.

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Clock cleaned
An 86-year-old man 

threatened another person 
with a mop stick on June 
1 on Woodhull Street, po-
lice said.

The victim was near Hicks 
Street at 4:15 pm when the 
man called him a “sick m--
---------” and assaulted him, 
said police.

Pockets padded
A 48-year-old man was 

caught on tape stealing an 
iPad, shirt, a debit card, and 
headphones from an office 
on Court Street on May 16, 
police said.

The crime happened at the 
business near Sackett Street 
at 2 pm, according to police.
 — Jaime Lutz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Run on empty
A thief drove off with a car 

left running on 69th Street on 
May 31, police report.

The victim told cops he 
left his vehicle idling near 
Fourth Avenue at 3:55 am 
while he ran into a store. 
When he came back out, 
the auto was gone — with 
his wallet and socket wrench 
set that was inside.

Off the rim
A lowlife jacked the tires 

and rims from a car parked 
on 82nd Street sometime dur-
ing the night of May 28 or 
the next morning, accord-
ing to cops.

The victim said he parked 
the vehicle near 11th Avenue 
at 9 pm on May 28, and came 
back the next day at 3 pm to 
discover his wheels stripped 
to the hubs.

Money laundering
A crook swiped a woman’s 

purse at an Ovington Ave-
nue laundromat on May 29, 
authorities allege.

The victim reported that 
she left her pocketbook on 

the counter of the business 
between Colonial Road and 
Ridge Boulevard at 1:30 pm 
while she loaded her clothes 
into a dryer. When she turned 
around, the bag had vanished 
— along with her $20 and 
MetroCard inside.

Big bash
A burglar busted into a car 

on Fort Hamilton Parkway 
and stole the driver’s cash 
and green card from within 
sometime overnight on May 
28, cops say.

The victim said he parked 
his sedan near the corner 
of 73rd Street at 8 pm, and 
came back at 8 am to see the 
front passenger-side window 
in shards, and $300 and his 
identification gone.

Caught in act
A perp tried to break 

into a house on 79th Street 
on May 27 — but fled when 
a neighbor spotted him, po-
lice state.

The eyewitness told cops 
she was in her home between 
Seventh and 10th avenues at 
1 pm when she saw the vil-
lain breaking into the house 
next door through a rear win-
dow. When the fiend real-
ized he was being watched, 
he turned and ran.

Big boost
A thief lifted $5,000 

from an energy drink truck 
on Fifth Avenue on May 31, 
authorities say.

The driver told police he 
parked between 77th and 78th 
streets at 1:15 pm to make a 
delivery, leaving the already-
broken lockbox full of cash 
behind the seat in the cab. 
When he came back two min-
utes later, he found his win-
dow jimmied open and the 
money missing. 

 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Sibling rivals
An angry man was ar-

rested for attacking his 
younger brother with a knife 
while he was sleeping at his 
Debevoise Avenue apartment 
on May 29.

The 25-year-old victim told 
police he was sleeping at his 
abode between Jackson Street 
and Skillman Avenue at 2 pm 
when his brother stabbed his 

hand with a knife. He woke up 
to find his brother also holding 
a pipe and threatening to kill 
him, police reported. 

The victim’s 27-year-old 
brother was arrested and 
charged with assault.

Designer attack
Police arrested a 26-year-

old man who they say beat a 
guy and threatened him with 
a knife before stealing his 
Gucci belt on Jackson Street 
on May 26. 

The 21-year-old victim told 
police that he was between De-
bevoise and Kingsland ave-
nues at 1:56 pm when the sus-
pect, who he knows, punched 
him in the face and chest and 
put a knife to him before steal-
ing his $500 Gucci belt. 

Police found the suspect 
with the belt, a hypodermic 
needle, a bullet and a bot-
tle of drugs. He was charged 
with robbery, among other 
charges. 

Senior moment
An irate landlady beat a 

delinquent Kent Street ten-
ant with a chair on May 31 
when the tenant refused to 
pay rent, said police.

The 77-year-old victim 
told police that she was sit-
ting on a chair inside of her 
home between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street at 
5 pm, arguing with the land-
lady, when the angry woman 
suddenly shoved her off of 
her chair. 

The victim landed on her 
back and the landlady then 
picked up the chair and hit her 
with it, police reported. The 
victim suffered bruising to 
her back and the 67-year-old 
landlady was charged with 
assault.

Ransacked
A woman returned from a 

weekend out of town to find 
her Driggs Avenue apartment 
ransacked and her jewelry 
stolen on May 25.

The victim told police 
she got to her home between 
Kingsland Avenue and Sut-
ton Street 6:30 pm and found 
it torn apart and her jewelry, 
gone. The woman suspects that 
someone with the key used it 
to get in the back door. Please 
have made no arrests.

Sexual assault
Police are searching for 

a 19-year-old man who they 
say sexually assault his ex-
girlfriend on N. Fifth Street 
on May 28.

The victim told police she 
went to her ex-boyfriend’s 
house between Kent and 
Wythe avenues at 2:30 pm 

to pick up the belongings she 
left at his house. When she 
tried to leave he threw her 
on the bed and assaulted her, 
leaving bruises on her body, 
police reported.

Holed up
Someone broke into an 

Eckford Street construc-
tion site and stole more than 
$11,000 worth of tools and 
cash on May 29.

The head of the construc-
tion company working the 
site between Calyer Street 
and Meserole Avenue told po-
lice he arrived at 7:45 am to 
find $6,000 in cash missing, 
as well as a wet saw, screw 
gun, hammer, drill, laser 
cutter, and other tools. The 
victim believes that the bur-
glar got in via a hole in the 
back wall.

— Danielle Furfaro

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Double trouble
A 40-year-old man was ar-

rested for stealing two wom-
en’s purses, one on Oct. 5, 
2012 on Grand Street and the 
other on May 20 on Bush-
wick Avenue, according to 
police.

In the first snatching, the 
victim said she was between 
Bedford and Driggs avenues 
at 10 pm and she left her purse 
— containing credit cards, 
cash, a flash drive, and a cam-
era — hanging on the back 
of her chair. 

When she went to pick it 
up it was gone. The suspect 
was caught on surveillance 

video grabbing the purse as 
he sneaked by, said police.

The second victim said she 
was between Meserole Street 
and Montrose Avenue at 7 
pm when she set her purse 
— containing credit cards, an 
American Express gift cards, 
and keys — on the floor.

The sticky-fingered man 
was again caught on surveil-
lance tapes swiping the purse, 
cops reported.

Hammered
A 62-year-old man was ar-

rested for assaulting a man 
with a hammer on May 21 
on Metropolitan Avenue, ac-
cording to police.

The victim said he was 
between Grand and Meadow 
streets at 3:23 pm when his 
assailant attacked him with 
the hardware tool, hitting him 
the face and head.

The victim received many 
blows, sending him the hos-
pital for stitches under his 
eye and staples in his head, 
police say.

Game gone 
Police arrested a 26-year-

old man who they say robbed 
a house on Manhattan Ave-
nue on May 27.

The victim said she and 
her family were leaving their 
home between Moore and Va-
ret streets at 6 pm. She said 
she saw her sons lock their 
bedroom doors.

When the family returned 
at 8 pm, the victim said she 
saw one of the doors forced 
open and discovered her sons’ 
PlayStation 3, Sony video game 
camera, and a video game were 
missing. — Kelly Haight
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Saturday 
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Plaza
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But the decision by a large 
arena to add a bike valet rep-
resents a sea change, accord-
ing to the bike advocate.

“It points to the increas-
ing mainstreaming of bicy-
cling as transportation all 
over the city,” said Mur-
phy.

For now, this is just a test 
run to see if the valets are 
popular, said Cotton. But 
even if the Barclays Cen-
ter does decide to continue 
with the service, chances are 
it will pick and choose which 
shows the valet parking will 
work with. It is unlikely that 
Barclays Center will offer 
bike valet for WWE Mon-
day Night Raw or the Ber-
nard Hopkins versus Karo 
Murat fight. And if Barbra 
Streisand ever comes back to 
the arena? Well, we’ll have 
to wait and see.

Still, Cotton said the bike 
valet fits in with Barclays 
Center’s campaign to alert 
ticket holders to the many 
ways to get to the arena, 
which makes sense from a 
business perspective.

“We are all about people 
taking public transit to Bar-
clays Center and we know 
that people are walking to 
the arena in the highest num-
bers ever seen,” said Cotton. 
“When you’re thinking about 
real estate, it’s always about 
location, location, location, 
which also means transit, 
transit, transit.”

Murphy promised his 
company will definitely 
take better care of the va-
leted bikes than Fred and 
Carrie did in  that episode 
of Portlandia , so they should 
be able to enjoy the concert 
without fearing for their two-
wheeled pals.

Continued from page 1

VALET...

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

They can have their beach 
and gate it, too!

The Army Corps of En-
gineers will spend $30 mil-
lion to restore the Hurricane 
Sandy-ravaged, private 
beaches of Seagate, a gated 
community on the western 
tip of Coney Island, and resi-
dents living on the other side 
of Brooklyn’s Berlin Wall 
say the influx of taxpayer 
money means they should 
be allowed to cross the bor-
der and take a dip.

“If you’re using public 
funds, you need to grant 
public access,” said Brighton 
Beach activist Ida Sanoff.

But Seagate representa-
tive Tami Maldonado ar-
gued that her neighborhood 
is entitled to the government 
groins, since neighborhood’s 
beaches have melted away 
thanks to a 1992 project 
that created stony wharves 
to fight erosion in Coney and 
Brighton Beach — a project 
Seagate opted out of because 
it would have forced the com-
munity to open its shore to 
the city’s masses.

“That project took away 
our beach and it was not 
supposed to,” said Mal-
donado. 

And elected officials who 
helped allocate the cash for 
the project say the work on 
Seagate is necessary to keep 

Tax dollars to restore Seagate’s hurricane-savaged shoreline

Private beaches, public money

up the integrity of the con-
nected beachfronts.

 “The beaches are all one 
holistic piece, and when you 
reinforce in Seagate, you are 
reinforcing the whole Co-
ney Island peninsula,” said 
Ilan Kayatsky, a spokes-
man for Congressman Jer-
rold Nadler.

The money will let the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
construct four rock jetties 
at the tip of the peninsula 
— similar to the ones that 
jut out every few hundred 
feet from the Coney Island 
and Brighton Beach water-
fronts — to capture sand 
in the sea currents and add 
acres to the receding Sea-
gate coast.

The Army Corps of En-
gineers confirmed that the 
project would strengthen the 
integrity of the entire land-
mass — but claimed it was 

not required to restore Sea-
gate’s sand.

“The work is primar-
ily benefitting the original 

Coney Island project,” said 
Corps spokesman Christo-
pher Gardner.

Kayatsky said construc-

tion of the retaining jetties 
would begin later this year, 
and be complete inside of 
two years. 

Sand-collecting rock jetties like this one (left) will soon come to the tip of Seagate — at the public’s 
expense. Some residents say that means the fence (right) should come down.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

They might call it the Fifth 
Avenue Spring Festival, but it 
sure felt like summer!

The mercury neared 90 
degrees Sunday, June 2, at 
the 20th annual celebration 
of the Bay Ridge thorough-
fare — which stretches from 
69th to 85th streets — but that 
didn’t stop thousands from 
coming out. 

“It was a little too hot, but 
people stayed,” said organizer 
Chip “Festival Guy” Cafiero. 
“It was never packed, but it 
stayed crowded, which is 
what I like to see.”

Cafiero said the high 
temperatures didn’t put 
many people in the mood 
for food, but plenty of peo-
ple came thirsty. 

“Anybody who sold any 
kind of drinks did very, very 
well,” said Cafiero. “The bot-
tled water, the pina coladas, 
they had lines all day.”

But some people brought 

The Fifth dimension
Pizza-eating record shattered at hot street festival

their appetites. 
Competitors lined up 

in front of Rocco’s Pizze-
ria between 78th and 79th 
streets for their Ninth an-
nual pizza-eating contest. 
Jamie “The Bear” McDon-
ald, a visitor from Connecti-
cut, crammed down 30 slices 
— obliterating 2012 champ 
 Pat Philbin’s record of 23 and 
a half slices . Philbin, a na-
tive of Moonachie, N.J., man-
aged just 16 and a half slices 
this year. 

McDonald — who learned 
of the contest from friends in 
the competitive eating com-
munity — said he was as-
sured of victory from the 
start, and plans to return to 
defend his title next year.

“I told the guys at Roc-
co’s I was fairly confident I 
would win, and my goal was 
to set a new record. So when 
I passed the record, I just kept 
going,” said McDonald. “It 
was a fun contest, and a great 
crowd, and the guys at Roc-
co’s are great guys.”

Jamie McDonald crammed down a record-break-
ing 30 slices to win this year’s competition.
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By Kelly Haight
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum awarded three of its 
major contributors, created 
an “indoor marketplace,” and 
showcased Brooklyn busi-
nesses at last Wednesday 
night’s gala, themed, “Ig-
nite the Imagination.”

Chancellor of the New 
York City Department of Ed-
ucation Dennis M. Walcott, 
award-winning author and 
illustrator Javaka Steptoe, 
and Fairway Market presi-
dent William E. Sanford were 
celebrated at gala — held at 
Three-Sixty in Manhattan — 
for their many contributions 
to the museum, children, and 
community at the gala.

“These three men have 
worked alongside institutions 
like ours to be able to really 
have a deep-rooted connection 
to what they do and the com-
munity, and it mirrors the prin-
ciples that the museum stands 
for,” said Rhea Smith, spokes-
woman for the museum.

She said the gala helped 
the museum reach its fund-
raising goals, and with the 
funds and the continued 
work of the honorees, and 

Museum gala sells boro

others like them, they can 
further help “enable children 
to imagine a better life for 
their family, a better educa-
tion and a better world.”

Fox 5 New York anchor 
Dari Alexander hosted the 
gala as master of ceremonies, 
and the event showcased an 
“indoor marketplace” that 

featured several local busi-
nesses, including Pine Ridge 
Vineyards, Fairway Market, 
Bareburger, Dinosaur BBQ 
and Golden Krust Bakery, 
among many others.

The Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum encourages the im-
portance of children using 
their imaginations for posi-

tive growth and change for 
a better tomorrow, which 
Walcott, Steptoe, and San-
ford have all strived for in 
their work, said Smith.

The museum celebrated 
114 years of education lead-
ership, environmental stew-
ardship, and community 
building.

Raquel Brown, who worked for the Brooklyn Children’s Museum as a young 
girl, meets Butch the green iguana.
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Flying high
A new adaptation of the tale about a boy 

who never grows up is grown-up in unex-
pected ways.

Peter Pan has tattoos, Captain Hook is a 
lascivious ex-plastic surgeon who halluci-

nates talking lob-
sters, and the Lost 
Boys dress in the 
height of trucker-
hat hipsterism in 
the Never Never 
Land that the ar-
tistic enablers 
of House of Yes 
have dreamed 
up in their aerial 
production of Pe-
ter Pan. 

The House of 
Yes, a collabora-
tively-run theater 

space known for its groundbreaking, edgy aer-
ial shows, has taken apart the children’s classic 
and turned it into a sexy, absurdist romp filled 
with a variety of costume styles and a young, 
attractive cast. And it’s all set to a soundtrack 
of down-tempo trip hop classics

On opening night, the sexiness started be-
fore any words are spoken, as Peter Pan, played 
by a androgynous Anya Sapozhnikova, kid-
naps Wendy, played by Elena Delgado, from 
her bedroom. 

As the story unfolded, the entire cast got a 
chance to show off their aerial skills on tra-
pezes, silks, and ropes. There was even some 
fire poi. 

Even though the play is about Peter Pan, it 
was full of other cultural references. For ex-
ample, actor Benjamin Cerf was not playing 
Captain Hook, but instead Salvador Dali play-
ing Captain Hook. The performance is full 
of seemingly off-the-cuff decisions, and it is 
easy to imagine that this whimsical character 
swap came about when Cerf put on his Hook 
costume and the cast realized how much he 
looked like Dali (he does). 

They even added some wonderfully weird 
melting clock costumes. 

That’s the beauty of these homegrown, col-
laborative performances. You can feel the un-
tethered nature of the production, and it’s clear 
the cast is out to have fun and exercise their 
creativity. It also helps that the audiences to 
venues such as the House of Yes are looking 
for edgy, culture-jamming shows — and they 
understand that half the fun of witnessing these 
performances is witnessing a process. 

The cast members were still working out the 
kinks, and when there was an obvious error, 
they charmingly went on with the show.

Peter Pan at House of Yes [342 Maujer St. 
between Morgan Avenue and Waterbury 
Street, in Bushwick, (585) 217–7209, www.
houseofyes.org]. June 7–9, 7 pm. $20–35.
 — Danielle Furfaro

T H E AT E R

Sweet-sounding restaurant Ted & Honey 
on Clinton Street serves up one of the best 
savory breakfasts in Brooklyn.

Creamy southern grits with cheddar, country 
ham, and farm fresh egg are the main ingredi-
ents of Ted & Honey’s standout dish, the Red 
Neck Wrap ($8). 

The dish was 
created by Chef 
Chris “Ted” Jack-
son who served it 
as part of the fam-
ily meal at his old 
restaurant. When 
Ted & Honey was 
born, Chef Ted de-
cided to make the 
wrap part of the 
main menu, and 
the Red Neck Wrap 
has remained on 
the menu since 
day one. 

The grits, thick, creamy, and enriched with 
good, sharp cheddar, provide a creamy back-
bone for a slice of ham from Dines Farm in 
the Catskills and a fried egg. 

The whole thing is grilled and comes out 
of the kitchen as a thin, piping-hot package. 
Though compact, this wrap makes for a fill-
ing breakfast. It’s best enjoyed alternately dip-
ping it in the house-made apricot hot sauce 
and mango ketchup, which add a robust, fruity 
kick of flavor. 

The restaurant tells us the name can cause 
the occasional controversy, but patrons agree 
that this wrap is one of the best breakfast sand-
wiches around.

Ted & Honey [264 Clinton St. at Verandah 
Place, (718) 852–2212, www.tedandhoney.
com]. Mon.–Weds. 7:30 am–5:30 pm, Thurs. 
–Fri. 7:30 am–9 pm, Sat.–Sun. 8 am–9 pm.
 — Will Levitt

Gritty wrap
D I N I N G

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
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BrooklynPaper.com
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

M
ermaids don’t exist, but 
they could.

A New Jersey author 
and illustrator is celebrating the 
release of his new novel, a fan-
tastic, forgotten medical journal 
of a deranged, Victorian-era sur-
geon with strange ambitions, at the 
powerHouse Arena bookstore in 
DUMBO, where the writer will 
gladly answer questions — such as 
how best to sew extra nipples on a 
live badger and stuff like that.

“The character, he’s kind of 
a scientist who went a little mad 
scientist-y,” said E.B. Hudspeth 
(pictured right), author of “The 
Resurrectionist: The Lost Works 
of Dr. Spencer Black.”

“At one point he puts wings 
on a beagle, and calls it, ‘Dar-
win’s Beagle.’ ”

On the surface, Dr. Spencer 
Black’s story may sound like 
the 2010 shock-horror film “The 
Human Centipede” with a lit-
tle of Rob Zombie’s “House of 
a 1000 Corpses” mixed in for 
good measure — and it is — but 

within the paper tomb’s artifi-
cially weathered pages, there 
exists a wealth of highly imagi-
native and anatomically feasible 

illustrations of fantastic crea-
tures that never existed. 

The strength of the art, the 
author contends, is compelling 
enough, considering all the bi-
zarre critters Mother Nature has 
cooked up over the aeons.

“What I found really inter-
esting doing these drawings is, 
you break it down enough, you 
say, ‘Why not?’ ” said Hudspeth. 
“Why couldn’t a mermaid have 
adapted in its own special ways; 
there are so many strange mu-
tations in nature.”

Chimeras gone wild
‘Scientist’ mixes man with animals in novel

By Kelly Haight
for The Brooklyn Paper

A
rtist Frank Russo is as Brooklyn as 
they come, but he adorns one of his 
newest wood cutouts with a south-

ern confederate flag.
The graphic work of art — a large, red 

monster-face with the blue and white starred 
“X” across it — has a deeply personal back 
story for Russo. 

He was adopted from Dallas, Texas and 
raised in Brooklyn, but didn’t find out until 
he applied for a passport at the age of 21.

“It came as shock, but then I felt this kin-
ship to the South,” said Russo. “It’s weird 
because artists will do weird stuff and never 
explain it, but this piece, [‘Dr. Tex’], I do like 
to talk about a lot.”

Russo said the wooden face reflects his 
dual personality: who is he and who he could 
have been.

“The rebel flag reflects in my art the rebel 
mentality,” said Russo. “I push the boundar-
ies in my art and like to live on the edge. The 
face has a tribal feel, that was a nod to the 
[Texas] tribe I could of been a part of instead 
the Brooklyn tribe I am a part of.”

Russo’s “Dr. Tex,” along with many more 
of his pieces, and that of nearly 100 other art-
ists including Fernando Carpaneda, L’amour 
Supreme, Drew Maillard, Joe Simpko, Dave 
Brockie, and Kristen Ferrell, are being shown 
at MF Gallery — the gallery he and his wife, 
Martina Secondo Russo, own — during its 
10th Anniversary Extravaganza. The open-
ing party celebrates 10 years since the ar-
tistic love birds opened their gallery, origi-
nally in the Lower East Side before moving 
to Brooklyn.

“When we first started we didn’t know if 
we’d last five, let alone 10 years; it’s a mile-
stone,” said Secondo Russo.

To celebrate, the artists featured are sell-
ing all their artwork for a greatly reduced 
price of $100.

“We wanted to give something back to 
our loyal collectors, we know they can’t af-
ford to pay hundreds or thousands of dollars, 
but they want to be able to collect from our 

artists,” said Secondo Russo. “And the art-
ists wanted to honor this milestone with us 
and some of the artists did specific pieces 
for the show just for us.”

MF Gallery is the scene of Brooklyn’s 
teeming underground art community with 
art inspired from pop culture, often in-
cluding healthy doses of the macabre and 
twisted childhood dreams of monsters and 
ghouls.

“They’re all monster faces inspired by 

’80s pop culture — all the things they spoon 
fed us in the ’80s — like He-Man, Silver-
Hawk, and Thundercats,” Russo said of his 
wood cutouts. 

“What I like best about art and preserve 
about my art is the gross-out factor from 
the ’80s. It was cool then — boogers, snot, 
slime, and monsters. It’s less politically cor-
rect now, and I think that’s something we 
should bring back. Everything is so restric-
tive now.”

Ten years later Russo has a family of his 
own — and one more adopted family.

“It’s a deep and talented sea of artists [in 
the show],” Russo said. “There’s so many 
people that we work with, and it’s people dig-
ging and scraping for everything, and it keeps 
us going…like a family in a way.”

Tenth anniversary celebration at MF 
Gallery [213 Bond St., between Butler 
and Baltic streets in Gowanus, (917) 446–
8681, mfgallery.net]. June 8, 7–10 pm.

Monsters ink
Gallery celebrates 10 years of ghoulish drawings, art

Surrounded by art: Artists Frank Russo and Martina Secondo Russo are celebrating 10 years of MF Gallery showcasing 
underground art, including their own.
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See SCI  on page 10
Mermanatomy: The author agonized over every 
muscle in this rendering of a mermaid’s anatomy.
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Free. 4 pm. Sunset Park Library 
[5108 Fourth Ave. at 51st Street in 
Sunset Park, (347) 891–0375]. 

ART EXHIBITION OPENING RECEP-
TION: This exhibit will feature recent 
works by 18 current members of the 
Opening Artists’ Collective, which 
engages visual artists of all disci-
plines who are interested in explor-
ing the dynamic between creativity 
and transcendence. Free. 5 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Remsen St., be-
tween Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489–5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

SHABBAT SERVICE: Interactive songs 
and stories with a traditional chicken 
dinner with all the trimmings. $20 
($10 children; $25 non-member 
adults). 5 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish Cen-
ter [405 81st St. at Fourth Avenue in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836–3103]. 

FUND RAISER, A NIGHT AT THE 
RACES: Charity event benefi tting 
the Bay Ridge Senior Center. Admis-
sion includes dinner, soda, bottled 
water, tea and coffee, plus raffl es 
and entertainment. Prepayment 
is required. $25. 6:30 pm. The Bay 
Ridge Center [6935 Fourth Ave. 
at 69th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748–0650]. 

THEATER, “THE MASTER BUILDER”: 
His character may be wrapped up 
in illusory aspirations, but John 
Turturro remains grounded in his 
performance at a play at the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music. Starts at $25. 
7:30 pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. between Ashland and 
Rockwell places in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZ CONCERT: Brooklyn’s 
own Jeff Newell Quartet will per-
form two sets of their unique mix of 
jazz styles. Dinner and dessert will 
be served. $25. 7:30 pm. St. Mary’s 
Church [230 Classon Ave. at Wil-
loughby Avenue in Clinton Hill, (917) 
502–5761], www.stmarysbrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING OF DJS: Brook-
lyn’s own legendary DJ Scratch 
and his highly acclaimed DJ plat-
form Scratchvision bring you one 
epic evening with three epic DJs, 
packed with classic music, moments, 
and guests. $10-$20. 10 pm. SRB 
Brooklyn [177 2nd Ave. between 
13th and 14th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 499–1700], www.charged.fm/
scratchvision. 

SAT, JUNE 8
DANCE, BALLET PERFORMANCE: 

Brooklyn Ballet welcomes back 
some of the dance world’s budding 
stars during a celebratory perfor-
mance by young alumni from its 
Elevate program for public schools. 
$10-$250. 2 pm. The Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 Schermerhorn 
Street between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
246–0146], brooklynballetcompany.
ticketleap.com. 

THEATER, “LA TRAVIATA”: Giuseppe 
Verdi’s opera performed by the Re-
gina Opera Company. A full staged 
performance. $25 ($20 seniors and 
students; $5 teens; free children). 
3 pm. Our Lady of Perpetual Hep 
auditorium [5902 Sixth Ave. at 59th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 259–
2772], www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, CELEBRATE WITH IRON-
DALE: Come celebrate 30 years of 
theater at Irondale with music, food, 
and drinks and see Irondalers past 
and present come together in one 
revelrous performance after another. 
Free. 4 pm–1 am. Irondale Center 
[85 South Oxford St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Fulton Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 488–9233], www.
irondale.org. 

MUSIC, RHYTHM AND BLUES CON-
CERT: Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music students sing Rhythm and 

FRI, JUNE 7
ART, BATTLE OF BROOKLYN EX-

HIBIT: Battle Pass-Revolution IV, the 
third and last exhibit of the Proteus 
Gowanus Battle theme, explores the 
pathos of the Battle of Brooklyn, fea-
turing artists, and educators. Free! 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], www.
theoldstonehouse.org. 

ART, ‘BASED ON A TRUE STORY...’: 
Pierogi is pleased to present an ex-
hibition of new work by Daniel Zeller, 
in which the artist explores nuances 
of texture and structure which de-
velop into powerful extensions of 
perceived reality using graphite or 
ink and acrylic on paper. Open Tues-
day through Sunday. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Pierogi [177 N. 9 St. between W. 
John Street and W. Hoffman Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–2144], 
www.pierogi2000.com. 

FREE BEACH PARTIES ALL SUMMER 
LONG: Join Commander Rican 
Vargas and his famed Coney Island 
Dancers for free outdoor Boardwalk 
parties all summer long, with DJs 
spinning house, disco, soul, and 
funk. Free. Noon. Coney Island 
Boardwalk [1001 Boardwalk W, at 
W. 10th Street in Coney Island, (347) 
496–2032], www.coneyislanddanc-
ers.com. 

RIDE THE CAROUSEL: Yeah it’s open; 
the beautiful 101 year old ride is 
up and running for little children to 
enjoy. $2 per ride. 12–5 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center (Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park), www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

ART, CANCER JOURNAL: The exhibi-
tion is organized around the recent 
publication of Relatively Indolent but 
Relentless, a graphic journal Matt 
Freedman wrote last Autumn about 
his dealings with cancer. Free. 1– 6 
pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart St., (718) 
852–4396], www.studio10bogart.
com. 

ART, ‘THINGS THAT FELL OUT OF 
MY POCKET’: Associated Gallery 
presents “Things That Fell Out of My 
Pocket” by Steven Charles, a body 
of painted and sculpted works show-
casing the use of a diverse range of 
materials, from synthetic fur to corks. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Associated Gallery 
[566 Johnson Ave. between Stewart 
and Gardner avenues in Bushwick, 
(201) 953–4062], www.associated-
gallery.tumblr.com. 

DANCE AND CHINESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: The Laurel Project is 
New York City’s premiere Chinese 
enrichment program, drawing on 
years of experience with a proven 
pedagogical method—engage, in-
spire and absorb! We train children 
through two languages: Mandarin 
and the universal language of dance. 
$405/season. 3:45 – 5:45pm. Spoke 
the Hub (748 Union St.; Near Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope), www.laurel-
project.com. 

CONCERT, DAVID BINDMAN ENSEM-
BLE: David Bindman, Wes Brown, 
Art Hirahara, Frank London, Reut 
Regev, and Chris DiMeglio perform. 

Blues in the tradition of the greats, 
accompanied by a professional 
rhythm section. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music [58 Sev-
enth Ave. between Lincoln Place and 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300 or email: rfrank@bqcm.
org], www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, ALBUM RELEASE PARTY: 
Join Mehdi Cayenne Club for an 
evening of samba, anti-folk, and 
weirdo funk-rock at the release of 
their new album NA NA BOO BOO. 
Free. 9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 18th streets 
in Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, SALSA CONCERT: SRB Brook-
lyn kicks off a summer of salsa with 
two-time Grammy Award winner Ray 
De La Paz, a legendary salsa vocal-
ist. $10-$20. 10 pm. SRB Brooklyn 
[177 2nd Ave. between 13th and 
14th streets in Park Slope, (718) 499–
1700], www.srbbrooklyn.com. 

RECYCLING FAIR: Plant and veggie 
sale, compost soil pick up, drop 
and swap clothing, small appli-
ances, sports and dance equipment, 
and student performances. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. New Voices Middle 
School, MS 443 [330 18th St. be-
tween Sixth and Seventh avenues in 
South Park Slope, (917) 586–5724]. 

GEMOLOGY AT THE BROOKLYN 
PRIDE FESTIVAL: Meet Molly 
Clarke, The Ring Liaison, at this 
year’s Brooklyn Pride Festival. There 
will be a raffl e to win a free consul-
tation, ring sizing, fun giveaways, 
plus the chance to ask Molly all your 
gemology and jewelry related ques-
tions. Free. 11 am–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Pride Festival [Fifth Avenue between 
Sixth and Seventh streets in Park 
Slope, (212) 796–4997], www.ringliai-
son.com. 

“LITTLE RED’S HOOD”: A new twist on 
an old tale. Presented by CityParks 
PuppetMobile. Free. 11 am. Owl’s 
Head Park (Colonial Rd. and Shore 
Road in Bay Ridge), https://www.Cit-
yParksFoundation.org. 

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE!: In-
troduction to bird watching, animal 
encounter, and a discovery tour. 
Look for the organge tent for a fun-
fl led activities. Free. Noon–4:30 
pm. Prospect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287–3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

FAMILY CAMPING: Participants are 
chosen by lottery. Urban park rang-
ers lead out a night under the stars. 
Enter and pre-ergister before May 
29. Free. 6 pm. Salt Marsh Nature 
Center [3302 Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 7

Guitar solo
Electronic guitarist 
Ben Greenberg 
takes comlpex riffs 
akin to metal shred-
ders or blues heroes 
and stretches them 
out over long trance-
like pieces that bend 
space and time in his 
experimental and 
virtuosic “Hubble.” 
It’s like Philip Glass if 
he were a head 
banger.

8 pm at Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363, roulette.
org]. $15, general, $10 
members, seniors, stu-
dents.

SATURDAY
June 8

LA girls
Three savvy sisters 
from San Fernando 
Valley make up the 
’80s-heavy band that’s 
taken Los Angeles by 
storm. Their vocals are 
not overpowering, but 
are infused with a 
leather jacket Michael 
Jackson attitude, and 
their instrumentation 
is fast, easy, and 
catchy. Expect lines at 
this concert where 
limited tickets will go 
on sale at the door. 

11 pm at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave., between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369, www.
brooklynbowl.com]. $15.

SUNDAY
June 9

Crime in 
the city
He’s got a bad liver, his 
idea of romance is 
messing with his land-
lord’s wife, and his 
career as a cop is over. 
In the Brooklyn Film 
Festival’s closing night, 
the film “Cut to Black” 
will treat audiences to 
a black-and-white noir 
about a broken man 
with one last mission 
— to save a girl lost in 
a seedy underworld.

8 pm at Windmill Studios 
[287 Kent Ave. between 
S. First and S. Second 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–7300, www.
brooklynfilmfestival.org]. 
$12 general, $10 stu-
dents, seniors.

TUESDAY
June 11

Lit cliques
Join literary intel-
lectuals talk about 
literary intellectuals 
who had a huge fall-
ing out after one of 
them decided to 
write a book mak-
ing fun of a bunch 
of them. The discus-
sion will revolve 
around Mary McCa-
rthy’s notoriously 
vicious satire “The 
Oasis.”

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
June 13

Time to 
shine
Remarkably gifted 
women are getting 
murdered in this 
novel, as a time trav-
eling man wreaks vio-
lent havoc over differ-
ent eras. But one lady 
survives and strikes 
back, in Lauren Beu-
kes’s “The Shining 
Girls.” Celebrate the 
release of this novel 
and meet the author. 

7 pm at BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Dean 
and Pacific streets, (718) 
875–3677, www.book-
court.com]. Free.
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Mad men: The Brooklyn Academy of Music is presenting some 
of the best of Russian cinema, including the trippy story about 
an ad man caught in a burgeoning capatlistic frenzy in the film 
“Generation P” on June 9.
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Zombie Hut [273 Smith St., between Degraw and Sackett streets in Car-
roll Gardens, (718) 875–3433]. Open Sun–Thu, 5 pm–2 am; Fri, 5 pm–4 
am; Sat, 2 pm–4 am; Sun, 2 pm–2 am.

By Anna Wendt
for The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklynites looking to cool down 
with a sweet treat this summer 
will find two shops focused on one 

thing: building a better ice cream. 
On one hand, there’s Ample Hills’ 

hand-crafted approach, applying 
good-ole-fashion blood, sweat, and 
tears into their imaginative ice cream, 
and on the other hand there’s Blue 
Marble’s strict adherence to industry 
standards for organic foods.

“Ultimately, there’s not a secret 
recipe to ice cream,” said Brian Smith, 
owner of Ample Hills Creamery. “It’s 
milk, cream, sugar and some people 
use egg yolks like we do. The real 

secret is quality of ingredients, like 
in most cooking.”

Though clearly, it’s not that sim-
ple.

Ample Hills relies heavily on au-
thentic flavors and ingredients — 
such as adding authentic St. Louis 
Ooey Gooey Butter Cake pieces to 
their creamy vanilla — to satisfy 
people’s taste buds. 

Not only does Smith create the 
ice cream from fresh, local ingre-
dients (the milk, cream and eggs all 
come from New York farms) right 
in the store, but he also focuses on 
flavoring the ice cream with real 
foods. He concocts the store’s new 
cinnamon toast soft serve from 
what he calls “the actual essence 

of toast” by toasting bread in the 
oven, steeping it in the ice cream, 
straining out the bread, and adding 
cinnamon and other spices. Smith 
goes through this process of extract-

ing flavors and infusing them into 
ice cream for a lot of flavors, creat-
ing ice cream that tastes like pret-
zels or marshmallows. 

While Ample Hills isn’t far from 
the organic product Brooklynites look 
for, Blue Marble is the only USDA 
certified-organic ice cream store in 
all of New York. Achieving USDA 
organic certification means follow-
ing rigid rules of what can and can-
not be put in the ice cream. 

But with all these bells and whistles, 
is ice cream ever good for you?

Kathleen Axen, a health and nutri-
tion professor at Brooklyn College, said 
when it comes to the cold dessert, eat 
up and enjoy — in moderation.

“I don’t think of ice cream being 
inherently unhealthy,” said Axen. 

“It’s just a fine food. It’s about the 
amount of it that people are consuming. 
I wouldn’t label it a junk food.”

Ample Hills [623 Vanderbilt Ave. 
at St. Marks Avenue, (347) 240–
3926, www.amplehills.com], Blue 
Marble [186 Underhill Ave. between 
Sterling and St. Johns places, (718) 
399-6926].

Ice, ice tasty
Brooklyn’s fanciest cones

Sales on 
recliners for 
Father’s Day!

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com 

546 third ave brooklyn 11215  718.797.2077  

SHOP EARLY 
FOR 

BEST SELECTION

ALL OUT SPRING 
CLEARANCE
SALE

THROUGH JUNE 16
LEE, American Leather, and DellaRobbia fl oor 
models. Lighting, art prints, offi ce & media 

cabinets, and rugs. 40% to 80% off.

By Vinson 
Cunningham
for The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s hell-month in Wil-
liamsburg. 

An upcoming reworking 
of Dante Alighieri’s “Inferno” 
will rely on music and video 
to tell the pious poet’s fiery 
tale. The bare-bones adapta-
tion, which is presented as part 
of Sound Scape, the Brick The-
ater’s June-long festival featur-
ing the often overlooked work 
of theatrical sound designers, 
will use masks and puppetry 

along with lighting and sound 
effects in an attempt to share 
the story with 21st century 
Brooklyn — not an un-sin-
ful city by any means.

“I think the piece is still 
highly relevant today,” said 
director Michael Feld. “We 
keep running into it in differ-
ent ways — it says a lot about 
where we are as a society and 
as human beings.”

Feld hopes that the de-
ployment of spare multime-
dia elements — instead of an 
elaborate visual presentation 
— will give the production 

an unexpected power.
“It’s just us — we’re not 

even using a set,” he said. “It’s 
simply movement, video, and 
sound. Sound, especially, can 
really burrow into the spirit 
of Dante’s text, I think.”

The ensemble hopes, ul-
timately, to explore the far-
thest reaches of humanity’s 
potential in the world. 

“By showing the audience 
the worst and darkest parts 
of themselves, and of all of 
us, we can also hint at the 
best,” he said.

And Alighieri’s Italian 

hell-tour isn’t the only old 
favorite getting an overhaul 
at the Brick’s festival.

In “Lighthouse Tryptych,” 
directors Stephanie Lane and 
Jamie Watkins will stage a 
choreographed adaptation of 
Virginia Woolf’s signature 
work, “To the Lighthouse.” 
Scored by composer Mark 
Van Hare, the performance 
will mine each of the modern-
ist classic’s three main sec-
tions for thematic and emo-
tional content. 

“It’s such an interior nar-
rative,” said Lane, a Barnard 
grad who conceived an early 
version of the show after fall-
ing in love with the novel’s 
famous dinner-table scene. 
“Mark’s score evokes so much 
of the feeling that Woolf con-
veys with words. She com-
municates things I’ve always 
known to be true, but couldn’t 
have articulated so well. I hope 
we can spark that same recog-
nition in our audiences.”

Another literary under-
taking, “The Beckett Cy-
cle,” will present experimen-
tal workshop presentations 
of several of Samuel Beck-
ett’s lesser-known, and sel-
dom-produced, pieces for 
radio and television. Pro-
ducer Andy Sowers, who 
will also direct the allegor-
ical radio play “Words and 
Music,” is excited to show a 

different side of the revered 
playwright.

“His more famous work 
is great and beautiful, of 
course,” he said. “But it’s 
just so often done. There’s 
something magical about tak-

ing such a well-known art-
ist, but presenting work that 
might be unfamiliar.”

Another departure from 
the standard Beckett fare will 
be the relative minimalism 
of the set design.

“You usually can’t do Beck-
ett without a huge technical 
setup,” said Sowers. “So we’re 
trying to see if we can do it 
with almost no money at all. 
And some of the material is for 
TV, so we’re exploring things 

like: how do you achieve a 
‘close-up’ onstage?”

The result, Sowers hopes, 
is theater in its naked form.

“It’s all transparent,” he 
said. “They’ll see us working 
it out, right up onstage.”

The stages of hell
Williamsburg theater puts on ‘Inferno’

Underworld characters: (From top, clockwise) Actor Arla Berman shows a flash of anger, Rowan Magee 
puts on a creepy expression, and players control a huge puppet in Dante’s “Inferno” at the Brick Theater.
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Cake ice cream: Owner Brian 
Smith at Ample Hills Cream-
ery serves up cones topped 
with crazy creations such as 
the Ooey Gooey Butter Cake 
1, a favorite among custom-
ers looking for ice cream that 
screams different.
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Sound Scape at the Brick 
Theater [579 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–
3863, www.bricktheater.
com]. June 7–19.
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A collaborative workspace and learning lab with free  
meeting rooms, a digital recording studio, and the  

latest computer and software technology. 

Now open at Central Library.

Get Work Done, Get Inspired

bklynpubliclibrary.org/infocommons
@bpl_infocommons

FIVE FAITH TRADITIONS
FIVE WORLD-CLASS PERFORMERS
ONE UNFORGETTABLE EVENING

BROTHERHOOD SYNAGOGUE
28 Gramercy Park South (E. 20th Street between Park & Third Avenue)

Free student seats available on day of performance
To purchase tickets or to supports this event, visit:

YUNGCHEN LHAMO KHALIL ISMAIL BASYA SCHECHTER

PEACE & SERENITY 
GOSPEL CHOIR ANJULA PRASAD

“Music can change the world because it can change people.”
— Bono

The sketches may have 
come from Hudspeth’s pen, 
but they’re meant to be the 
work of the author’s tragic 
protagonist, Dr. Black.

The good doctor begins, in 
the book, as a stand-up, well-
respected member of the estab-
lished scientific, medical, and 
naturalist societies of the early 
20th century, until he develops 
a fascination for the macabre 
when he discovers a half-man, 
half-goat hybrid in a pickle jar 
at a carnival freak show.

Instead of comprehend-
ing the man-goat as a trick 
of taxidermy, Dr. Black in-
dulges his imagination and re-
gards the creature as a prod-
uct of the natural world. And 
so begins his adventure into 
strange anatomy, which de-
volves into a debased obses-
sion. The good doctor vivi-
sects creatures in his attempts 
to create what Nietzsche would 
have called, the Übermensch 
— albeit, in a more literal than 
philosophical way.

“He’s not a bad guy,” said 
Hudspeth. “He’s trying to re-
discover our ancestral past. 
He feels that human beings, 
by point of contrast, are insig-
nificant and weak, and could 
be so much more. We could 
have the ability to fly and 
live much longer.”

Things come to a head when 
Dr. Black — who naively never 
considers moral implications of 
his pet project — starts proudly 
displaying his sewn-together 
creatures in public, much to 
the outrage of everyone from 
scientists to clergy.

“He’s ostracized at first 
by the medical community 
for the ridiculousness of his 
claims, and the ostraciza-
tion increases to the point 
where the religious people 
get involved,” said Hudspeth. 
“They don’t like him tamper-
ing with god’s creations.”

But the continuously dense 
Dr. Black doesn’t understand 
all the brouhaha. Even if 
some of his experiments, 
such as the winged beagle, 
weren’t great successes, 
they are to the doctor liv-
ing, breathing examples of 
what’s possible.

“It’s not proposed that it was 
ever able to achieve flight,” 
said Hudspeth. “He was just 
happy it hadn’t died yet.”

E.B. Hudspeth’s “The 
Resurrectionist: The Lost 
Works of Dr. Spencer 
Black,” at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St., between 
Water and Front streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 666–3049, 
powerhousearena.com ]. 
June 17, 7 pm, free, rsvp@
powerhousearena.com.

SCI...
Continued from page 7

SALES AND MARKETS
BAY RIDGE GREENMARKET: 

Shop, share recipes and 
meet the neighbors. And a 
great selection of produce, 
seafood baked goods, 
seasonal fruit, veggies, and 
fl owers. This year the mar-
ket is adding dairy, eggs, 
pickles, and cured meats. 
Free. 8 am–3 pm. Wal-
greens parking lot (Third 
Ave. at 95th Street in Bay 
Ridge), www.grownyc.org/
greenmarket-site/brooklyn/
bay-ridge-greenmarket.

TAG SALE: New and used 
items. Rain dates are June 
9, 16. Free. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Cadman Towers Building 
(101 Clark St. between 
Henry Street and Cadman 
Plaza West in Brooklyn 
Heights). 

SUN, JUNE 9
TOUR, VICTORIAN HOUSE 

TOUR: Join the Flatbush 
Development Corporation 
at the Victorian Flatbush 
House Tour where partici-
pants are afforded a rare 
opportunity to view the 
interiors of the neighbor-
hood’s marvelous homes, 
celebrating the skilled 
workmanship and archi-
tecture of the past. Email 
for tickets. $20-$25. 1–6 
pm. Temple Beth Emeth 
[83 Marlborough Road at 
Church Avenue in Flatbush, 
(718) 859–3800], fdconline.
org/housetour.html. 

MUSIC, JAZZ AND GOSPEL 
CONCERT: Join the Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music 
for a summertime celebra-
tion of jazz and gospel 
music with the conserva-
tory’s Jazz & Gospel Choir, 
Senior Choir, as well as 
other ensembles and spe-
cial guests. Free. 1–4 pm. 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: 
The crooner honors the 
Tony Awards and is ac-
companied by pianist Pete 
Sokolow. 6–9 pm. Schnitzel 
Haus [7319 Fifth Ave. at 
73rd Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 836–5600]. 

MUSIC, JUNETEENTH CEL-
EBRATION: Plymouth 
Church hosts a June-
teenth Celebration featur-
ing performances from 
Daptone recording artist 
Naomi Shelton and the 
Gospel Queens alongside 
Asthmatic Kitty’s The Wel-
come Wagon. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 7 pm. Plymouth 
Church [57 Orange St. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(347) 614–2818], www.tick-
etfl y.com/event/269819. 

CELEBRATE ISRAEL: Israeli 
music and dance, interac-
tive games, and exhibits 
and delicious food and 
giveaways. Free with mu-
seum admission. 11 am–2 
pm. Kings Bay Y [3495 
Nostrand Ave. betweens 
Avenues U and V in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 648–7703]. 

SLAVIC SOUL PARTY: HIp 
Tot Music is hosting a fund-
raiser for the Community 

ers and learn about key 
game principles. Free with 
museum admission. 10 am–
5pm. YMCA Park Slope 
Armory (361 15th St. be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope). 

PEACE AND JUSTICE FAIR: 
Peace Action Bay Ridge 
Interfaith Peace Coalition 
will host their Peace and 
Justice Fair where there will 
be information tables from 
Bread for the World, Coali-
tion Against the Rockaway 
Pipeline, Habitat for Hu-
manity, and other organiza-
tions. Free. 11 am–4 pm. 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church [7420 Fourth Ave. 
between Bay Ridge Park-
way and 74th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (646) 824–5506], 
www.panys.org/BR. 

BLOCK PARTY: Let your imag-
ination soar and build with 
foam blocks. For all ages. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 11:30 am. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

FORAGING NATURE: Join 
with naturalist Wildman 
Steve Brill and hunt for 
Juneberries. $20 ($10 
children). 11:45 am. Grand 
Army Plaza [Union Street 
between Flatbush Av-
enue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (917) 
835–2153]. 

EAST MEETS WEST: The 
Shakuhachi Flute and 
Dragon Trumpet with 
Aaron Shragge. Free with 
museum admission. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

WHAT’S THE SOUND?: Be 
inspired by the soothing 
sounds of rain and then cre-
ate a watercolor picture to 
take home. The setting is a 
welcoming environment for 
children with Autism Spec-
trum disorders. Space is 
limited. Free with museum 
admission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

SPORTS, NYC MAYOR’S 
CUP BASEBALL ALL-STAR 
GAME: The NYC Mayor’s 
Cup Baseball All-Star Game 
will feature New York City’s 
best high school seniors 
from the Public Schools 
Athletic League (PSAL) 
against the best seniors 
from the Catholic High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion (CHSAA). Free. 2:30 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

WATER LORE: The end of 
Harborlore with perfor-
mances and workshops 
for all ages. Storytelling by 
James lovell, African drum-
ming and singing by Grace 
Drums; Hawaiian dance by 
Kaina Quenga and Brazilian 
dance by Rita Silva. Free. 
4–8 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park (Main St. at Plymouth 
Street in Red Hook).

SALES AND MARKETS
BAY RIDGE GREENMARKET: 

8 am–3 pm. See Saturday, 
June 8. 

TAG SALE: 9 am to 5 pm. See 
Saturday, June 8. 

Services [8710 Fifth Ave. at 
87th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680–0006]. 

ART, ‘EXHIBIT A’: Join us for 
Exit Strata’s fi rst curated 
show, “Exhibit A”, which 
seeks to not only address, 
but actively engage in, 
exhibiting, promoting, 
and modeling a range of 
strategies available to the 
creative practitioner. $5. 8 
pm. LaunchPad [721 Frank-
lin Ave. between Sterling 
and Park places in Prospect 
Heights, (646) 494–7211], 
brooklynlaunchpad.org. 

SAT, JUNE 15
MUSIC, ROCK CONCERT: 

With his mixture of tradi-
tional and modern Spanish 
music and his extravagant 
mise-en-scene, pop-rock 
musician Óscar Dandy is 
said to always surprise his 
audience. Free. Midnight. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

FUND-RAISER, CHARITY 
GOLF OUTING: Join 
the Knights of Pythias in 
their fi ght against juvenile 
diabetes. Drive for the 
Cure. Men, women and 
beginners. $50,000 Hole in 
One, $25,000 to the golfer 
and $25,000 to the char-
ity. Breakfast, 18 holes of 
golf, barbecue, dj, raffl es, 
entertainment and more. 
$60 per golfer. 8:30 am. Riis 
Park Pitch and Putt [155th 
St. and the Boardwalk in 
Rockaway Beach, (917) 
803–9208]. 

RUN FOR SHELTER: Join 
Brooklyn Teen Challenge 
for its annual run/walk 5K 
in support of addiction 
recovery. Free. 8:30 am. 
Brooklyn Teen Challenge 
[444 Clinton Ave. between 
Greene and Gates av-
enues in Clinton Hill, (718) 
789–1414], teenchallenge-
brooklyn.org. 

BROOKLYN BRIDGE CUP 
FOR KIDS BLOCK PARTY: 
Soccer tournament pre-
sented by the Young Rock 
Soccer Academy and Block 
Party featuring AudraRox, 
Roli Poli Guacamoli, The 
Trummytunes, City Billies 
and Love Funk, also food 
trucks and family friendly 
activities. Free. 9 am–5 pm. 
Brooklyn Tech Field (Cler-
mont St. between Atlantic 
Avenue and Fulton Street in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant), www.
hiptot.com/bklyn-bridge-
cup-block party. 

TROPICALFETE: Celebrate 
Caribbean heritage with 
entertainment and stories 
and a kids carnival costume 
party. Free. 9 am –4 pm. 
Barnes and Noble [267 
Seventh Ave. between Fifth 
and Sixth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–9066], 
www.barnesandnoble.com. 

TALK, ASSEMBLING AN 
HERBAL HOME MEDICINE 
CABINET: During this work-
shop, participants will spend 
time discussing (and sam-
pling) the herbal remedies 
that should comprise every 
family’s natural medicine 
cabinet. $45. 10 am. The 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3195], www.the-
oldstonehouse.org. 

PLAY JAM: Teens work with 
professional game design-

trauma of natural disasters. 
Free. 6:30 pm. The Ac-
tors Fund Arts Center [160 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
625–0080], www.brookly-
nartscouncil.org/folkarts. 

MUSIC, VOCAL WORKSHOP: 
Participants will awaken 
their ability to perceive 
their bodies and the world 
around them through 
simple songs, vocal exer-
cises, and movement. $20. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln Place 
and Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300 or 
email: rfrank@bqcm.org], 
www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZ CONCERT: The 
Claudia Quintet will per-
form their acclaimed 2010 
album Royal Toast. A con-
cert discussion with John 
Hollenbeck will precede 
the performance. $15-$25. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln Place 
and Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300 or 
email: rfrank@bqcm.org], 
www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 
COMPANY: Regina Opera 
Company features several 
soloists accompanied by 
pianist Maxine Feldman 
and fl utist Richard Paratley 
who will perform selections 
from operas, Broadway and 
Italian songs. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Industries [8620 
4th Ave. between 86th and 
87th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

FRI, JUNE 14
FUND-RAISER, PENNY 

AUCTION: Annual event 
presented by the Bay Ridge 
Mental Health Council ben-
efi ting the The Fort Hamil-
ton Service of South Beach 
Psychiatric Center. Cost in-
cludes refreshments, extra 
tickets, specials and a birth-
day board. $15. 7 pm. Fort 
Hamilton Mental Health 

pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875–3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

MUSIC, TANGO ENSEMBLE 
PERFORMANCE: The 
Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music Tango Ensemble 
will perform pieces of 
Argentine tango music 
from different times and 
styles. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300 or email: rfrank@
bqcm.org], www.bqcm.org. 

FILM, ROOFTOP FILMS: 
Interface Innovation: A col-
lection of new short fi lms 
featuring datamoshed 
moments and postmodem 
lifestyles, accompanied by 
new interactive works from 
the Brooklyn Experimental 
Media Center and the CITE 
Game Innovation Lab. Free. 
8 pm. MetroTech Com-
mons [5 MetroTech Center 
between Jay and Bridge 
streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 417–7362], 
rooftopfi lms.com/2013/
schedule/interface-innova-
tion-short-fi lms. 

THURS, JUNE 13
ART, NEW ORLEANS IN 

BROOKLYN: Brooklyn-
based artist John Tebeau 
presents a selection of 
drawings and paintings 
inspired by his many visits 
to New Orleans, includ-
ing living in NOLA for 
three months in 2011 and 
then again for a month 
this spring. Free. 5–8 pm. 
Two Boots Brooklyn [514 
Second St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
499–3253], www.twoboots-
brooklyn.com. 

TALK, SANDYLORE SYMPO-
SIUM: Audience members 
will be invited to join in a 
discussion with traditional 
artists and humanities 
scholars about traditional 
ideas, practices, and ap-
proaches to managing the 

related compositions. Free. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln Place 
and Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300 or 
email: rfrank@bqcm.org], 
www.bqcm.org. 

FILM, BAD MOVIE BROOK-
LYN: ‘Cool as Ice’: Vanilla 
Ice stars in “Cool as Ice,” 
a rap-oriented remake of 
Laslo Benedek’s “The Wild 
One.” This event is part of 
the Bad Movie Brooklyn 
series. Free. 8 pm. Berry 
Park (4 Berry St. between 
N. 13th and N. 14th streets 
in Williamsburg), https://
www.facebook.com/Bad-
MovieBrooklyn. 

SALES AND MARKETS
SIDEWALK SALE: New and 

used items. Flea Market. 
Free. 10 am–4 pm. Guard-
ian Angel Church [Ocean 
Parkway and Oceanview 
Avenue in Sheepshead Bay, 
(718) 907–3478]. 

WED, JUNE 12
FUND RAISER, CARNIVAL: 

Charity event with rides, 
games, food, music, danc-
ing and raffl es. Free with 
museum admission. 5–10 
pm. St. Peter & Paul Epiph-
any Church [Wythe Ave. 
between South Second and 
South Third streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–9576]. 

ROCK OUT WITH OSEKRE: 
The band is playing for an 
emergency benefi t to save 
the Brooklyn Animal Foster 
Network. Come o n down 
and help out the paws and 
pets. $10. 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, DAVID STARK AND 
FRANCESCA CONNOLLY 
TALK DESIGN: Co-hosts 
David Stark, renowned 
event producer, lifestyle 
expert and author, and 
Francesca Connolly, NYC 
editor of design blog Re-
modelista, will share their 
design expertise. Free. 7 

Roots Charter School with 
special talent Balkan brass. 
$10 ($8 children, $35 fam-
ily pass). Noon. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TOP CHEF COOK-OFF: Take 
it to the grill features the 
culinary skills of community 
men and their signature 
dishes. $25 (Registration) 
Free admission. 12:30–1:30 
pm. Agape Tabernacle 
International Fellowship 
[8712 Glenwood Rd. in 
Canarsie, (718) 649–5410], 
mailto:mailto:www.adminis-
tration@thewellatagape.
com. 

CONCERT, DAVID BIND-
MAN ENSEMBLE: David 
Bindman, Wes Brown, Art 
Hirahara, Frank London, 
Reut Regev, and Chris Di-
Meglio perform. Free. 1:30 
pm. Kings Highway Library 
[2115 Ocean Ave. and Av-
enue R in Marine Park, (347) 
891–0375]. 

FILMS, ‘GENERATION P’: In 
this “cross between Mad 
Men and an acid trip” 
(Roger Ebert), 20-some-
thing poet turned adman 
Babylen (Epifantsev) is 
vaulted to the forefront of 
post-Communist Russia’s 
burgeoning capitalistic 
frenzy when he reveals a 
knack for corporate slogan-
eering. $13. 4:30 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

CONCERT, BROOKLYN PHIL-
HARMONIC: Performance 
featuring Erykah Badu and 
Yasiin Bey. $35-$125. 7:30 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

MON, JUNE 10
YOGA FOR SENIORS: Seniors 

get fi t at Marine Park. Free. 
11 am. Nature Center [Ave. 
U and E. 32nd Street in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 760–6999], 
www.cityparksfounda-
tion.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, DANCE 
FITNESS: Instructor Jessica 
Phoenix brings her fi ery en-
ergy along with the sounds 
of a live DJ in Dancehall 
Aerobics bashment party. 
$15-$100 for all 6 classes. 7 
pm. Fitness Collective (278 
Court St.), fi yah-dancehal-
laerobics.eventbrite.com. 

READING, “BIG BROTHER”: 
Author Lionel Shriver 
launches his new book. 
RSVP. Free. 7–9 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FLEA MARKETS: A fun fi lled 

afternoon where families 
can bargain hunt, clothes, 
memorabilia, and much 
more. Free. 8 am – 3pm. 
Richmond hill [117-09 Hill-
side Ave. in Richmond Hill, 
(347) 709–7661], www.rich-
mondhillfl eamarket.com. 

TUES, JUNE 11
MUSIC, JAZZ AND BLUES 

CONCERT: Brooklyn Con-
servatory of Music students 
will play renditions of blues 
and jazz classics and other 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

Flower power: Harborlore comes to a close on June 15 with performances 
and workshops for all ages on water lore found in stories, dance, drumming, 
and ritual, such as Kaina Quenga demonstrating the art of throwing the net in 
a Hawaiian fishing dance.
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a lot of sense considering 
Brooklyn’s history with 
trolley’s around the turn 
of the 20th century, and 
with the limited access 
to Red Hook. 

“This would be the 
best way to do it,” he 
said. 

Ray Howell, a mem-
ber of the Gowanus Ca-
nal Community De-
velopment Corp., said 
it jumped on board af-
ter considering the eco-
nomic benefit Brooklyn’s 
only trolley would bring 
to the Hook. 

“Mostly everybody 
believes that Red Hook 
needs transportation im-
provements in order to de-
velop in a healthy way,” said 
Howell. 

Diamond has tried to cre-
ate a trolley service numer-
ous times since 1989, but each 
time he claims he was ham-
pered by the city, and by ac-
cusations that he is difficult 
to work with. He successfully 
laid tracks in 1999 for a line 
in Red Hook then, only to see 
his dreams crumble after the 
city  cut off funding for a larger 
network of rails . Then, in 2011, 
the Department of Transpor-
tation said that  bringing back 
the old streetcars would be too 
expensive .  

Diamond says the route for 
the proposed streetcar line 
would be 1.6 miles starting 
near Fulton and Livings-
ton streets by the Borough 
Hall subway hub. It would 
trek down Boerum Place 
and turn onto Atlantic Av-
enue. At that point, Diamond 
wants the line to move un-

derground towards Colum-
bia Street through the Long 
Island Rail Road tunnel that 
runs from Court Street to 
Hicks Street.

The trolley would exit 
the Atlantic Avenue tunnel 
when it reaches the Battery 
Tunnel on Columbia Street. 
At that point, it would turn 
down Richards Street, travel 
along Beard Street passing 
IKEA, turn back onto Co-
lumbia Street, run along Bay 
Street, and turn onto Clinton 
Street until hitting Hamilton 
Avenue where it would travel 
along W. Ninth Street right up 
until its ending point at the 
Smith-Ninth subway hub.

Armed with his new co-
alition, Diamond things he’ll 
be ready to seek city sup-
port after a new mayor is 
elected.

“We have a great chance 
of making this happen with a 
new administration,” he said. 
“I think Red Hook will fi-
nally get the public transpor-
tation it deserves.”

Continued from page 1

TROLLEY...

Bob Diamond
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

That’s not the sign of the 
cross!

A graffiti vandal painted a large 
letter “X” on two statues outside 
St. Anselm’s Church on the cor-
ner of 82nd Street and Fourth Av-
enue last week, but cops have faith 
they’ll catch the culprit, who was 
caught on video in the act, and who 
now has a price on his head.

State Sen. Marty Golden, who 
is a member of the flock at St. 
Anselm’s, is offering the $1,000 
in return for information lead-
ing to the capture of the crimi-
nal, whose dirty work was dis-

covered last Friday.
“I can tell you that we will not 

stand for such acts of religious 
intolerance in our community,” 
said Golden. “We must bring this 
individual to justice.”

Church members heading to 
morning mass on May 31 no-
ticed the marking on the side 
of the crucifix in front of the 
house of worship — and discov-
ered a similar desecration on the 
neck of the statue of the Virgin 
Mary in the church’s prayer gar-
den along 82nd Street, an area 
paved with cobblestones dedi-
cated to deceased loved ones.

Church officials said the event 

was a shock to the faithful, many 
of who are elderly, and wondered 
why someone would do such a 
thing.

“Those are sacred images 
to people of faith, and it’s very 
upsetting to parishioners,” said 
Monsignor John Maloney, the 
church’s pastor. “Is it some kind 
of message, is it just a cowardly 
act, or the act of a foolish kid, I 
don’t know?”

The priest contacted police, who 
came and reviewed the church’s 
security tapes. The videos show a 
figure first drawing on the image 
of Christ, and then on the statue of 
Mary. Police have taken the tapes 

for further analysis.
Golden’s aide and fellow pa-

rishioner John Quaglione — who 
is  challenging incumbent Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile (D–Bay 
Ridge ) this fall — is putting up 
an additional $250 reward.

At press time, police were 
not treating the defiling as a 
bias crime. 

But it is not the first time a 
Catholic establishment in Bay 
Ridge has been targeted by 
vandals. Last March someone 
 knocked over a statue of the Vir-
gin Mary and beheaded the like-
ness of a lamb at Visitation Mon-
astery on Ridge Boulevard . 

Church statues defaced

A dastardly desecrator de-
faced this statue outside 
Saint Anselm’s Church.
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St. Anselm’s in Bay Ridge hit with graffi ti, offers reward

The statue of Saint Cono, the patron saint of Teggiano in 
Southern Italy, is floated down Ainslie Street on it way to 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church during the Festa di San 
Cono parade in Williamsburg on Sunday.
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See the saint
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Tuesday. “This location will 
work for Coney Island.”

The city plans to spend $50 
million to buy the building 
and adjacent land along the 
Boardwalk between W. 21st 
and W. 22nd streets, from its 
owner, iStar Financial, knock 
a hole in the side of the res-
taurant to make room for a 
stage, and manicure the land 
around it that will act as a 
park when there aren’t any 
shows, and seating for 5,000 
when there are.

iStar will then lease the 
facility from the city un-
til 2025 for an unspecified 
amount of money, and rent 
out the venue, which will host 
up to 40 concerts from May 
to October, 15 of which well 
be free and 25 paid. 

The semi-circular seat-
ing bowl will sit beneath a 
huge billowing tent, and be 
located outside the Childs 
Building on the side near-
est W. 22nd Street. During 
the fall and winter, the tent 
fabric will come down, and 
the supporting trusses will 
light up.

In the winter months, slid-
ing doors will keep out the 
cold as the stage continues 
to entertain customers at the 
year-round restaurant inside 
the building. 

The restaurant will also 
have an open-air outpost on 
the roof of the building — 
much like the original Childs 
Restaurant.

The design team vowed to 
remain true to the original 
Childs design in the rest of 
the proposal. The plan will 
restore the classic Greek-, 
Spanish-, and maritime-in-
fluenced terra-cotta detail-
ing along the Boardwalk and 

Rapid Realty, the Brook-
lyn-based apartment rental 
agency in New York City, 
is expanding by leaps and 
bounds. New offices have 
just opened in Boston, New 
Jersey and Long Island, the 
company just won a couple 
of impressive awards, and 
it also leads the way in the 
number of…company re-
lated tattoos sported by em-
ployees!

Company founder and 
Chief Executive Officer 
Anthony Lolli, along with 
Chief Operating Officer 
Carlos Angelucci, recently 
picked up a 2012 Inc 5000 
award (from Inc Magazine), 
celebrating Rapid Realty as 
one of the fastest growing 
companies in the US.

They also won the 2013 
Franchise Satisfaction 
Award from Franchise 
Business Review. After sur-
veying 25,000 franchisees 
across the country, Rapid 
Realty placed in the top ten 
of all franchises in the na-
tion in their size category, 
which happened to also be 
the top ranking real estate 
agencies.

Rapid Realty currently 
has 56 franchises around 
the city, making them fairly 
small for their size grouping 
of 50 – 99 franchises in this 
competition. But they were 
not at all surprised they got 
this award, which empha-
sizes their extremely close 
relationships with their 
franchisees. Rather, they 
were surprised that other, 
more established franchises 
weren’t ranked higher. 
“We’re a new franchise con-
cept, so we’re supposed to be 
making all the mistakes,” 
says CEO Lolli, who will also 
be featured in the next issue 
of SmartCEO magazine.

His close-knit ties to the 
franchise owners and their 
staffs has spawned a high 
degree of loyalty, which is 
expressed by large turnouts 
to Rapid Realty events, such 

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E

Rapid Realty experiences huge growth in 2013

as working to refurbish 
homes in the Breukelen 
Houses in Canarsie, a pub-
lic housing complex with 
4,000 residents (pictured).

In addition, 51 agents 
have tattooed the Rapid 
Realty logo on their bod-
ies. This enthusiasm comes 
from the culture of loyalty 
that Lolli has generated, 
with his rags-to-riches, 
American Dream rise in 
business, his willingness to 
help people learn and grow, 
and the fun and friendliness 
he and Angelucci exude.

They laugh when asked 
about the rash of Rapid Re-

alty tattoos. “I ask them 
‘Why do you do it?’ and they 
say ‘I love the experience 
here,’” COO Angelucci says. 
“People tell me ‘I want to 
show it as a badge of honor, 
it’ll help me close deals. It’ll 
show my clients my com-
mitment to real estate and 
to this company.’” Lolli 
adds, “ It blows my mind to 
think that so many of our 
agents are so dedicated that 
they want to show it in such 
a permanent way.” 

Lolli made a vow at a 
young age that his strug-
gling single mom would one 
day have a beautiful white 

mansion to live in, and that 
he would make them rich. 
The Lolli Mansion, as it is 
called, today sits proudly  
in Bay Ridge, complete 
with swimming pool. This 
out-of-the-movies story has 
inspired hundreds of local 
residents to reach for the 
stars and attain their own 
dreams through selling 
real estate and/or owning 
Rapid Realty franchises.

Lolli and Angelucci 
point out that rentals are 
often overlooked by other 
real estate firms as a strong 
area of business. But Rapid 
Realty sees it differently. 

“Apartment rentals are 
more lucrative than sales,” 
Angelucci says, “because 
there is more inventory.”

He continues, “If we 
like someone and we think 
they’re the right fit as a 
rental agent, we’ll actually 
pay for their real estate li-
censing course. This works 
because we attract people 
who appreciate our invest-
ment in them, and they give 
us a good return on it. And 
then, the next step is to own 
your own Rapid Realty fran-
chise. Many of our franchi-
sees started out as agents 
with us.”

Angelucci explains that 
Brooklyn is trending to-
wards “a strong rental mar-
ket. Most new projects are 
for rentals. Banks are ea-
ger to lend money to rental 
related projects because of 
that stability.”

Brooklyn is a growing 
market, with new devel-
opment, plenty of employ-
ment opportunity, and a 
reputation as a good place 
to raise a family, but this 
popularity can make it dif-
ficult to get an apartment. 
“People are staying put in 
the prime neighborhoods, 
so they become more expen-
sive. So you look at neigh-
borhoods further out, with 
better deals,” says Lolli. 
When asked about the next 
neighborhoods that will 
be popular, but are still af-
fordable, Angelucci cites 
several. “Bushwick, Crown 
Heights, Bed Stuy, and Wil-
liamsburg. These are good 
neighborhoods.”

Lolli adds, “I’m loving 
the direction of Brooklyn in 
the next ten years. I love the 
Fourth avenue strip. Neigh-
borhoods like Sunset Park 
and Bay Ridge and some of 
those surrounding neigh-
borhoods are going to go up. 
There’s a lot of new develop-
ment, and these areas are 
no longer a second choice, 
it’s  becoming a primary 
destination for renters.”

Lolli has this advice for 
inexperienced prospective 
buyers; “If you’re looking to 
buy, get yourself educated 
online for free. You want to 
see how many times a house 
has been listed with differ-
ent realtors. It’s priced too 
high if it’s going through 
three or four realtors.” He 
went on to advise caution: 
“You also have to think 
about your intentions. If 
you’re buying and holding, 
you can’t really overpay. If 
you don’t know what your 
situation is going to be like 
in the next two or three 
years, you have to be more 

frugal. Don’t tie yourself 
up in one transaction and 
lose out on a couple of oth-
ers you could have snagged 
right away.”

Angelucci also points 
out competition with in-
stitutional buyers. “Sell-
ers are getting above their 
asking price. Before, a typi-
cal home would stay on the 
market for a year, now it’s 
staying on the market for 
less than three months. It’s 
easier if you have the finan-
cial wherewithal to get ap-
proved for a loan.”

The commercial market 
has tightened up. “There 
were landlords during the 
recession that were giving 
long leases, long term con-
cessions. Now you’re lucky 
to get a five year lease,” says 
Angelucci.

The two do not predict 
another downturn in the 
immediate future, and 
note that “It’s a different 
market. Now there are in-
stitutional investors. This 
is a company that’s provid-
ing proper jobs, and infra-
structure, and a game plan 
to rent out the properties 
at market value.” Lolli ex-
plains, noting the census 
bureau reported that more 
people stayed in New York 
in 2012 than moved out, for 
the first time in 50 years.

Rapid Realty started 
up three more innovative 
customer and landlord ser-
vices this spring. They now 
offer renters insurance 
through a provider called 
Suite Protector;  renters 
can also sign up for phone, 
internet, TV and utilities 
right through a Rapid Re-
alty office via telecommuni-
cations and energy provider 
ACN; and landlords can get 
assistance in making their 
properties eco-friendly by 
working with Rapid’s new 
Chief Sustainability Officer 
Stephanie Barry.

Next in the works for the 
company: their first inter-
national office. Stay tuned!

announced his plan to trans-
form the Childs Building  into 
a performance space at his 
2013 State of the Borough 
address. 

Even residents who fought 
Markowitz original plan 
agreed that the beachfront 
location is a much better place 
to put a concert stage.

“This is a beautiful build-
ing, and its great to see that it 
will be used again,” said Ida 
Sanoff, who sued to block the 
borough president’s plan for 
Asser-Levy, successfully ar-
guing that concert there rou-
tinely broke noise codes.

The original Childs Res-
taurant operated inside the 
building from 1923 to 1947, 

serving straightforward fare 
with an emphasis on eggs and 
dairy. Weiss said iStar would 
hire an upscale operator to 
run the new eatery.

The proposal, which will 
also convert the now-empty 
lots on either side of W. 22nd 
Street will be combined into 
a public greenspace with 
lush lawns, winding paths, 
gardens, playground equip-
ment, privately-run conces-
sions, and seating areas, must 
go before the city Landmarks 
Commission and a city Land 
Use Review hearing, which 
should be completed by the 
end of this year. If all goes ac-
cording to plan, the amphithe-
ater would open in 2015.

Continued from page 1

CHILDS PLAN 

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island’s long-eroding amuse-
ment area is finally growing again.

The conversion of the Childs Restau-
rant, at the corner of W. 21st Street and 
the Boardwalk, into a restaurant and con-
cert venue flies in the face of more than 
60 years of city planning and develop-
ment, which have whittled the entertain-
ment area down to a fraction of its for-
mer glory.

In its early 20th-century heyday, the Peo-
ple’s Playground sprawled from W. Fifth 
to W. 21st streets, and was home to three 
magnificent theme parks — Dreamland, 
Luna Park, and Steeplechase Park.

Dreamland, built in 1904, burnt to the 
ground in 1911. Robert Moses — who, 
besides being the city’s mighty master 
builder, was apparently a world-class 
killjoy — decided in 1957 to move the 
New York Aquarium from Battery Park 
to discourage the amusements on Coney 
Island in favor of parks and educational 
facilities.

The original Luna Park, which spanned 
W. Eighth to W. 12th streets, suffered a pair 
of devastating blazes in 1944 and failed 
to reopen the next year. The city — still 
in Moses’s grip — took over the land and 
built the Luna Park Houses on top of it in 
the mid-1950s.

Developer Fred Trump — father of 
developer and  television blowhard Don-
ald Trump  — bought the property and 
demolished the iconic funzone, hoping 
to build waterfront housing on the site. 
But the city refused to change the zon-
ing, and the real estate mogul leased 
the space to small operators for several 
years, before the city bought it from him 
in 1969. It lay fallow until the city built 
Keyspan — now MCU — Park on the 
site in 2000.

In 2009, the city decided it wanted to en-
courage residential and hotel development, 
and pared the area zoned strictly for amuse-
ments down to a puny five-block stretch 
between W. 10th Street and Kensington 
Walk, along  with a few small patches of 
land along the Boardwalk .

Reversing a Coney trend

The Childs Building will be reborn as a restaurant, 
with a stage for indoor and outdoor performances.
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W. 21st Street sides of the 
building. In addition, flags 
will once again fly along the 
rooftop.

“We’re able to blend the 
historic character of this 
building into the new ele-
ments,” said architect Ran-
dolph Gerner.

The amphitheater plan is 
the culmination of a longtime 
dream of Markowitz, who 
initially tried —  and failed 
 — in 2009 to get a modern 
building put in Asser Levy 
Park to house his free sum-
mer concert series in 2009. 
Public protest blocked the 
structure that resembling a 
potato chip, and Markowitz 
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“I thought I would never
find the right doctor.”.

We fixed that.
Physician Referral Service

New York Methodist has over 1,000 affiliated
physicians. These experienced doctors, many from
the world’s most prestigious universities and medical
centers, represent just about every medical specialty
you might need. To find the right doctors for you and
your family, contact our Physician Referral Service.  

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn • 718-499-CARE • www.nym.org

Greenpoint, asks his friends 
how they keep  their toned 
physiques. It then flashes to 
Adeboye getting a workout by 
running down a subway plat-
form to catch a train, stretch-
ing to hold the ceiling when 
the train is too crowded to 
hold a pole, and walking 
miles out of her way when 
she arrives at the Greenpoint 
stop, only to find the G train 

is not running. 
In real life, the 36-year 

old Adeboye lives by the 
Myrtle-Willoughby stop in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. She 
said the goofy video was 
dreamed up during a Rid-
ers Alliance strategy meet-
ings, when members dis-
cussed their experiences 
sprinting for the train. 

The Alliance says it has 
been urging the Metropolitan 

happy with the plan to build 
 high-priced rentals around 
the Domino Sugar Factor .

Beaming the words “Buy 
Back Domino” and “Ka-
Boom” on the side of the 
landmarked edifice that once 
processed more than half the 
sugar used in the United 
States, the activists are hop-
ing to convince the public to 
donate enough money to help 
the group Williamsburg In-
dependent People buy back 
the property from Two Trees 
Management and build a cul-
tural center that would in-
clude a musuem, hotel, and 
well-below-market rate hous-
ing on the site.

“We have commitments to 
do this from people who be-
lieve in our vision of an al-
ternate plan to develop Dom-
ino,” said Leah Kreger, who 
organized the protest. 

About three dozen people 
came to the protest.

Kreger said the money from 

the hotel and museum would 
be enough to be able to of-
fer the housing at 100 percent 
of the Williamsburg area me-
dian income of $38,000.She 
wouldn’t say how much money 
the group has raised so far, but 
claimed it would be in able to 
make the offer soon.

Two Trees  bought the site 
last year for $185 million  and 
plans to spend up to 15 years 
developing several buildings 
as offices, retail spaces and 
housing.

Two Trees is unlikely to 
entertain buyout offers.

“Our vision for Domino 
has broad community sup-
port because it delivers af-
fordable housing, brings 
thousands of jobs to the 
long dormant, preserved 
factory building, and adds 
acres of desperately needed 
open space, and because we 
have the ability and desire to 
deliver these benefits as soon 
as possible,” said company 
spokesman Jeremy Soffin.

Continued from page 1

DOMINO...

Transportation Authority to 
make changes to the cross-
town line — the only subway 
line that never forces Brook-
lynites to suffer the indignity 
of traveling through Man-
hattan. Earlier this year, the 
group made a  list of demands 
for an improved G train , in-
cluding more frequent ser-
vice and better communica-
tion about service changes. 
The group also wants free, 
above-ground transfers be-
tween the G train’s Broadway 
stop and the J and M trains 
at Hewes Street, which shut-
tle commuters to Manhat-
tan, and between the G’s Ful-
ton Street stop and the many 
trains at the Atlantic, Bar-
clays Center, and Pacific 
stations. 

Together with state sen-
ators Daniel Squadron (D–
Brooklyn Heights) and Martin 
Dilan (D–Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), the group convinced the 
state agency to  study ridership 
on the G and determine how 
it can improve service . The 
MTA said it expects to release 
the results in June. 

In the meantime, the Rid-
ers Alliance wants to increase 
its membership. Hence, the 
video.   

“They are going to have 
their press release and their 
report, and we want to make 
sure that the whole story will 
be told,” said Matt Green who 
also stars in the movie. 

The video was first up-
loaded last Thursday. On 
Wednesday, the group re-
leased the results of a four-
question poll of G riders 
that the group claims de-
termined that 60 percent of 
riders have experienced the 
“G-train sprint” to catch the 
four-car train. 

Continued from page 1

G-TRAIN...

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, and 
entertainment, plus our original 
columnists, cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones coverage 
in a convenient package. 
It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

BrooklynPaper.com

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11
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By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Democratic mayoral 
candidates forum in Man-
hattan Beach turned into a 
smackdown as two candi-
dates clashed over the po-
lice department’s controver-
sial monitoring of Muslims 
in Brooklyn.

Tempers f lared when 
former Bay Ridge Council-
man Sal Albanese accused 
former Comptroller Bill 
Thompson of flip-flopping 
on the New York Police De-
partment’s policy of plant-
ing informants in mosques. 
Albanese claimed the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant native had 
denounced the program at 
a May 5 Muslim-American 
forum in Manhattan, but 
then changed his position 
to pander to the audience at 
the Manhattan Beach Jew-
ish Center on May 29.

Albanese’s attack came af-
ter Thompson said he sup-
ported the infiltration of 
Muslim houses of worship 
if the police had reasonable 
suspicions of terrorist activ-
ity within, but that he op-
posed targeting any group 
just because of its religious 
beliefs.

“If they have legitimate 

Albanese: Thompson 
fl ipped on monitoring

banese said.
Thompson fired back 

immediately, yelling that 
the retired councilman had 
failed to listen to what he 
had said.

“You need to pay better 
attention at these panels!” 
Thompson said. “I said the 
exact same thing there I said 
tonight!”

 Capital New York cited a 
video of the Muslim forum 
to note  that Thompson had 
indeed modified his stance 
later that evening.

“I think we’re all con-
cerned, are people follow-
ing legitimate leads? That’s 
one thing,” Thompson said at 
the time. “They were follow-
ing nothing. There were no 
leads. There was no informa-
tion. The NYPD, I’m sure at 
the direction of its commis-
sioner, in fact, just infiltrated 
just because. They weren’t 
following anything.” 

But Albanese’s own state-
ment on the surveillance is-
sue was hardly any different 
from the one Thompson gave 
that night, saying he would 
require the police to adhere 
to the guidelines of the  Hand-
schu Agreement , which bans 
indiscriminate spying by the 
NYPD, allowing monitoring 
only in cases of suspected 
criminal activity, and only 
with a warrant.

“In my administration, 
we’re going to follow the 
law,” said Albanese.

The controversy over 
the NYPD’s monitoring of 
mosques first broke out in 
2011, when the  Associated 
Press reported  that the de-
partment was photograph-
ing and recording Muslims 
throughout the tri-state area, 
and was paying moles to re-
port on activities in book-
stores and mosques. The pro-
gram failed to turn up any 
leads, but police Commis-
sioner Ray Kelly and Mayor 
Bloomberg  defended the 
practice . 

Thompson isn’t the first 
politician to be accused of 
flip-flopping on the police 
department’s right to monitor 
mosques depending on where 
he was talking. Last Octo-
ber, state  Sen. Marty Golden 
told a mostly Muslim audi-
ence he was opposed to the 
practice — just months after 
signing a letter praising Kel-
ly’s anti-terror efforts .

leads, absolutely they should 
follow up on those leads,” 
said Thompson. “But when 
it comes to targeting a sin-
gle community because of 
who you are and what you 
believe, we are not going to 
do that under my adminis-
tration.” 

Albanese pointed to 
Thompson’s robust denun-
ciation of the program at the 
Muslim, Arab, and South 
Asian forum at New York 
University just a few weeks 
earlier. At that event, the New 
York Post  reported that the 
ex-comptroller called the 
measure “disgraceful.” 

“To single a group out, to 
follow people, to infiltrate 
mosques and bookstores, 
to be able to do all of those 
things — is it right? Abso-
lutely not. Should it be done? 
Positively not. Would I al-
low it? Definitely not,” the 
Post reported Thompson as 
saying.

Albanese alleged that 
Thompson was trying to 
give the Muslim community 
the impression that he was 
against spying, and give the 
Orthodox Jewish community 
the sense he was for it.

“You have to say the same 
thing wherever you go,” Al-

Sal Albanese Bill Thompson
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PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

REGISTER NOW – LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
For summer 2013 and school year 2013-14

Households are typ-
ically not democ-
racies. Parents are 

despots, tyrants, or, at best, 
benevolent dictators. And 
so it goes. The world is run 
by adults. 

But, then, where’s the 
line? When do kids learn to 
make choices? For fear of 
being lambasted on Gawker 
as one of those permissive 
Park Slope moms, I say offer-
ing up limited choices early 
is best. Practice makes per-
fect, and kids need to learn 
their own mind while still 
under the watchful eye of 
parents. 

Recently, my baby (at 9, 
he is still that to me,) went 
to get glasses. The salesgirl 
rifled through the drawers 

pulling out pair after pair, 
metal and plastic, dark and 
serious, bright and silly, and 
somewhere in between. 

“Which ones do you like?” 
she asked him.

He tried them on and 
stared at his newly framed 
eyes in the mirror. 

Squinting through the 
glass, since it didn’t yet 
carry his prescription, he 
moved his mouth from side 
to side. 

“Maybe…” he said of 
one pair I didn’t particu-
larly like.

“Put them in the pile,” 
she said. 

The “maybe” pile grew. 
Of course, I threw in my 
two cents. 

“Love those. I can still see 

your face,” or “No. Way too 
serious.”

Oscar seemed to listen 
to me but he knew what he 
thought and wasn’t afraid to 
say. He knew, in the end, it 
was his decision. And it was. 
The new gun-metal frames 
with funky orange at the 
sides are on order. I pre-
ferred another pair, but so 
be it. I don’t have to wear 
them. 

It saves a lot of arguments 
in our house that the kids get 
to decide at least some of 
their fate. Recently, my eldest 
said something about how 
I’d been the one to pick his 
middle school, MS 447. He 
loves it, so it wouldn’t have 
been a fight necessarily if 
I’d actually been the one to 
decide. But I’m positive I let 
him make the choice.

“No,” I said. “I distinctly 

did not. I let you decide.” 
He can add this well-made 

choice to a long list of oth-
ers, including his decision to 
start writing his metaphor-
ical poem days before it is 
due, and his decision to leave 
a playdate early to go help 
kids learn chess. 

“I am so proud of you, for 
making such good choices,” 
I tell him often. “I’m so im-
pressed.”

And I am. I’m impressed 
with how young it is that chil-
dren are capable of making 
good choices on their own 
if we despots get off our 
thrones and let them, if we 
guide them to be their own 
best guide.

Of course, sometimes it 
backfires. There are days 

when Oscar chooses to not 
bring a jacket despite my sug-
gestion, and he hugs his little 
arms around himself, frigid 
in the cold. Or when his stom-
ach hurts from the $10 worth 
of loose candy he consumed 
a fair bit of in one sitting. Eli 
might choose fun over home-
work, and be forced to cram 
days worth of work into one 
long night. Or not eat break-
fast and regret it in the long 
hours before lunch. 

But I am happy to say they 
can’t blame me, and so they 
might learn something about 
what they might want to do 
differently next time. 

That’s life. There are ram-
ifications to choices, and the 
sooner we let our kids figure 
them out, the better. 

Letting my kids make decisions
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

authentic scents, can some-
times smell like the actual 
subway.

2. “Acqua Di … whoah” 
in honor of the Gowanus, 
Coney Island Creek, New-
town Creek

The borough is famous 
for its putrid waterways, 
but these three toxic-green 

streams truly stand out due 
to the likelihood that a few 
innocent whiffs may cause 
physical damage. The trio of 
tributaries shares the stan-
dard moldy odor of urban riv-
ers, but with an added twist 
that includes old wood, stray 
cats, and the sad, salty tears 
of a misguided dolphin.

3. “Bodega Musk” in 

4. “Disphoria” by Cal-
vin Brine in honor of the 
Morgan stop on the L

Top notes of feet; midnotes 
of pot; basenotes of rat drop-
pings. This place is a cesspool 
for the senses. Unless you’re a 
dog. If you’re a dog who likes 
to smell of butt, it’s a fragrant 
feast! But to us humans, even 
when it hasn’t rained for days, 
this place smells wet … or 
like a sweet onion chicken 
teriyaki on honey oat (sorry 
Subway).

5. “Flowers and Sweat” 
in honor of The Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden and sur-
rounding neighborhoods, 
in the summer

Walking in the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden in the sum-
mer feels oddly tropical. Be-
cause it’s surrounded by the 
city, the grounds are warmer 
than any natural woods, and 
the smell of pollen is vulgar. 
It’s hard to separate the heat 
from the smell, because both 
feel dangerous. In nearby 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
the air is humid enough that 
you’re never quite sure if it’s 
raining, and the petrichor 
mingles with the West In-
dian doubles and jerk chicken 
and sidewalk barbecue. An-
other theory about that mingle 
- all the stores seem to have 
fans here, so the coffee shop 
pushes its air into the Italian 
vegan ice cream place and the 
hair salons and the gentrify-
ing bar. Oh, and - while this 
isn’t an article about Brook-
lyn’s iconic SOUNDS - let 
us not forget that this neigh-
borhood is steps away from 
the Prospect Park drummer’s 
grove. This is the sexiest area 
in all of Brooklyn. If only 
there was a Prospect Park 
lead singer’s grove.

6. “Chat Pipi” in honor 
of Owl’s Head Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant

The paper’s Bay Ridge 
reporter says it smells, spe-
cifically, like “cat s—.” Not 
human s—, we asked? “No, 
definitely cat s—,” said Will 
Bredderman, who has appar-
ently spent quite a bit of time 
familiarizing himself with 
subtle yet specific funk of a 
filthy litter box. Our house-ex-
pert on feline feces surmises 
that the stink might be a result 
of whatever treatment process 
the waste goes through. 

7. “Eau De Wiener” in 
honor of Coney Island

The ocean, the hotdogs. 
Nowhere else does it better. 
But let’s break it down a lit-
tle bit, even if it’s a cliche. 
The smell that draws you 
to Nathan’s isn’t the dogs 
at all - it’s the French fries. 
French fries, like popcorn, 
are a cheap, but intoxicat-
ing smell, a smell that vacil-
lates wildly between nause-
ating and alluring. The fries 
draw you in, but it’s when you 
get close that you notice that 
meat smell. It’s richer and 
rounder. You smell the vin-
egar from the ketchup, and 
the sting of the mustard, and 
the wild base of carmelized 
onion. So you buy a hot dog, 
and you get some flat coke, 
which smells exactly like 
tap water. Beer evaporates 
off the boardwalk. You go 
to the beach. It doesn’t smell 
like table salt - it smells like 
salt that is actually alive, salt 
that grew from a plant in the 
ground. And old Russians 
smoke. Enterprising young 
Russians sell knishes from 
towel to towel.

8. “Bay Ridge Breeze” 
in honor of the Hookah 
Smoke at the Bay Ridge 
Avenue subway stop 

There are three or four 
hookah bars near the Bay 
Ridge Avenue subway stop. 
So imagine tobacco. Then 
add any flavor you want: 
pistachio. Coconut. Apri-
cot. Orange. The hookah 
smoke can be disorienting 
when you first smell it, be-
cause you wonder what kind 
of dessert is burning. Then 
you end up craving creme 
brulee.

9. “Home” in honor of 
Greenpoint Bread Bak-
ing

It’s 3 a.m. in north Green-
point. You are walking off 
the Pulaski Bridge. The 
twinkling Manhattan sky-
line disappears behind a 
warehouse. It’s the end of 
the day: drunk hipsters are 
stumbling home, sweating 
alcohol (which smells a lot 
like bacon and whiskey-in-
fused pretentiousness). It’s 
the beginning of the day: 
in Polish bakeries all across 
Greenpoint, bread is baking 
and it smells like home. Or 
Brooklyn.

Continued from page 1

SCENTS...

Nathan’s hot dogs have a classic Brooklyn smell. So does the Botanic Garden.
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been able to put burger to 
grill since the  owners put 
a “closed” sign in Septem-
ber of 2007 and never came 
back . 

In December, the website 

Eater reported the Art Deco 
eatery who’s name reminds 
Brooklynites that, yes, they 
do live on Long Island,  will 
be run by a team of fancy 
restaurateurs from Man-
hattan .

Continued from page 1

SIGN...

honor of that place with 
the incense near the inter-
section of Franklin Avenue 
and Atlantic Avenue

Where does that smell 
come from, and why? We 
can’t find the name of the 
store online, but one of our 
reporters bikes through this 
area of Bed-Stuy frequently, 
and finds it the most notice-
ably incense-filled place in 
Brooklyn. Is it a yoga stu-
dio? A head shop? A secret 
passageway to India?
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