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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

The one constant in life is 
change. This is true every-
where, but the phenomenon of 
continuous flux is on steroids 
in Brooklyn, where a beloved 
 Prohibition-era bar can be bull-
dozed  to make way for a mas-
sive, Thunderdome-esque sports 
arena; where a 155-year-old hos-

pital faces destruction,  probably 
to allow luxury condos to rise; 
and where video rental stores 
are rapidly  going the way of the 
dodo . Documenting the closures 
of countless neighborhood insti-
tutions during the past 34 years 
has made us firm believers in the 
wisdom of legendary truant Fer-
ris Bueller, who famously said, 

Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

Ferdinando’s owner Frank Buffa and his son David show off their famous panelle and 
vastedda sandwiches.
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Old-school delight
Ferdinando’s is a Carroll Gardens mainstay 

FIRST OF A SERIES

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Visitors to Downtown can 
stop pretending they have jury 
duty in order to use the court-
house bathrooms — provided 
they have a quarter.

A high-tech, self-cleaning 
public toilet that costs 25 cents 
to use may be coming to Tillary 
Street near Cadman Plaza, but 
small-bladdered strollers can-
not rejoice just yet because the 

ROYAL FLUSH
Proposed public toilet could 
end D’town bladder blues

A public toilet like 
this one may soon pro-

vide sweet relief Downtown.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A plan to cram a third school 
into a Williamsburg building that 
is already home to two is off the 
table, possibly for good, after the 
city bowed to intense commu-
nity pressure in the final hours 
before the last meeting on such 
measures of Mayor Bloomberg’s 
administration.

The Department of Educa-
tion nixed the cram proposal in 
an e-mail to the administration 
of elementary school PS 196 on 
Bushwick Avenue, which al-
ready shares a schoolhouse with 
the middle school MS 582, a few 
hours before it was to be voted 
on at a meeting of the Panel for 
Educational Policy. The panel is 
dominated by appointees of the 
mayor, who is a major proponent 
of so-called “co-locations.”

“Based on feedback from the 

Backs out of plan to add third 
school to Williamsburg building

PS 196 full house 
is nixed by city 

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

A court-appointed Long Island 
College Hospital watchdog is a 
self-appointed salesman for the 
beleaguered medical center and 
he thinks the buyer he has in mind 
is a slam dunk.

Brooklyn Heights physician 
and hospital ombudsman Jon Be-
rall, unsatisfied with the compa-
nies he says are currently vying 
to run the Cobble Hill institution, 
has  once again  taken matters into 
his own hands, penning a letter 
to Brooklyn Nets owner Mikhail 
Prokhorov asking the Russian bil-
lionaire to take over and restore 
the hospital and offering the pros-
pect of a new sports medicine fa-
cility bearing his name to sweeten 
the deal. 

“It is my hope, as a member 
of this community and a practi-
tioner of sports medicine,” Be-
rall wrote in the appeal, “that you 
might consider being our White 
Knight.”

The man appointed by Brook-
lyn Supreme Court Judge Johnny 
Lee Baynes in September to keep 

LICH’s ace in the hole
Watchdog wants Nets owner to save hospital

tabs on the condition of the be-
leaguered infirmary has grown 
frustrated with what he sees as 
the state’s continued dismantling 
of the hospital despite court or-
ders prohibiting such actions. 
For his latest gambit, the judi-
cial documentarian went so far as 
to prepare mock-ups of the hos-
pital’s sign bearing Prokhorov’s 
face and name as “a visual in-
ducement.”

“With your leadership LICH 
can again be a top-notch 250-
bed, full-service acute care hos-
pital, with a full rehabilitation 
center, on-premises hotel with am-
ple parking for both, and last but 
not least the ‘Mikhail Prokhorov 
Sports Medicine Institute,’ ” Be-
rall wrote.

But he was quick to explain 
that there are options should the 

Long Island College Hospital watchdog Jon Berall has 
drawn up signs to convince Russian billionaire Mikhail Pro-
kohorov to take over.
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Parents and teachers de-
feated a proposal for a third 
school in a Williamsburg 
schoolhouse.
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broader District 14 community 
and in the interest of pursuing 
other ways to increase access to 
quality middle school options, the 
Department of Education has de-
termined that it will not move for-
ward with the new school pro-

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Barclays Center, we hope you’re 
ready for your close-up, because more 
than a dozen police security cameras 
are honing in on the area around the 
18,000-seat arena at Flatbush and At-
lantic avenues at any given moment, 
this paper has learned. 

Police made the arena viewable from 
all angles at the click of a mouse when 
they quietly installed the cameras high 
up on lampposts surrounding the bas-
ketball palace about nine months ago, 
said Deputy Inspector Michael Ameri 
of the 78th precinct, which patrols out-

side the Barclays Center. The station 
house has around-the-clock live feeds 
of crowds moving past one of the bor-
ough’s busiest intersections. 

“It’s a big arena and like any ma-
jor venue or any bridges or tunnels or 
stadiums or schools and colleges, they 
will have cameras for safety,” the com-
manding officer said.

Behind the front desk of the cop shop, 
monitors show images from the eyes 
in the sky as they pan across the plaza, 
sidewalks, and subway entrances that 
ring the sports and music venue.

The New York Civil Liberties Union, 

These police security cameras 
on Atlantic Avenue across from 
the Barclays Center are two of 
many with a direct line to the 
84th Precinct station house.
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Eyes on Brooklyn
NYPD keeps tabs on Barclays Center
with more than a dozen video cameras

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Maybe the third time will be the 
charm for the landlord of the beloved 
Brooklyn Heights Cinema.

The Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission is pushing for radical changes to 
building owner Tom Caruana’s plans for 
a five-story apartment-cinema combo 
after rejecting proposals for the ambi-
tious project for a second time in late 
October over concerns that it would 
turn Henry Street into Lower Man-
hattan.

“The material and articulation of 

the proposed reads more like a new 
TriBeCa or SoHo loft than a Brooklyn 
Heights building,” said Historic Dis-
tricts Council member Esther Williams 
in testimony that helped convince Land-
marks commissioners to send the proj-
ect back to the drawing board.

The snubbed design called for the 
one-story theater building to be torn 
down and a five-story complex — with 
a movie house on the ground floor — 
built in its place.

The 1895 structure that houses the 
beloved independent movie theater is 

Showstopper
Preservationists want a third try 
for Heights Cinema’s overhaul

The building that contains in-
dependent theater Brooklyn 
Heights Cinema is the subject of 
a drawn-out battle.
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By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

Get it while it’s hot.
Park Slope restaurant and fam-

ily favorite Two Boots Brooklyn 
is closing after 24 years to make 
way for a more night-life-oriented 
venture that will offer up South-
ern-themed cuisine minus the Ital-
ian influence and host more mu-
sic and an expanded bar without 
shutting out kids entirely, own-
ers said on Monday.

“It’s going to be One Boot, if 
you will,” said co-operator Andy 
Wandzilak, who, along with his 

Slope family eatery grows up after 24 years
Two Boots to close

See SCHOOL  on page 10 See LICH  on page 9See TOILET  on page 9

See CINEMA  on page 9See CAMERAS  on page 9

See NOW  on page 9

See BOOTS  on page 9

By Danielle Furfaro 
and Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

It was DeBlasio by a land-
slide.

The Democratic mayoral con-
tender’s margin of victory on 
Tuesday night was so massive that 
Republican opponent Joe Lhota 
conceded less than half an hour 
after the polls closed, with just 
three percent of the votes tallied. 
DeBlasio ultimately sailed to a 
historic 49 percent victory, with 
100 percent of precincts report-
ing, the cleanest sweep since Ed-
ward Koch won a third term in 
1985 and a record for a non-in-
cumbent candidate.

And the history-making did not 
stop there. The 6-foot-5 former 
Park Slope councilman who de-
fined his campaign with populist 
rhetoric will be the first Brook-
lynite mayor since Abe Beame, 
who left office in 1977, the first 
Democrat in two decades, and 
the tallest city executive in liv-
ing memory.

“We reach the greatest heights 
when we all rise together,” the 
mayor-elect said, towering over 
a jubilant crowd at the Park Slope 
Armory.

His rival Lhota, of Brooklyn 
Heights, conceded quietly, wiping 
back tears, but never backed down 
from his doomsday warning that 
DeBlasio’s policies are an express 
ticket back to the Bad Old Days 
of the 1970s and 1980s.

“We want our city to move for-
ward, not backwards,” Lhota said 
in his concession speech. “I do 
hope that our new mayor-elect 
understands that before it’s too 
late.”

At DeBlasio’s victory bash, the 
winner reiterated his pledges to 
combat economic inequality by 
taxing rich people, providing uni-

DEBLAST-OFF!
Bill heads to City Hall as  Brooklyn wins big at polls

Bill DeBlasio celebrates with, from left, his kids Dante and Chiara, and wife Chirlane Mc-
Cray, at his victory party at the Park Slope Armory on Nov. 5.
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Piper Wandzilak, left, and her husband Andy will close 
Two Boots Brooklyn and open a new restaurant.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about laying down the 
law!

A challenger trounced Brook-
lyn’s 23-year incumbent district 

attorney by a whopping three-to-
one margin — just months after 
defeating the long-sitting lawman 
in the Democratic primary.

Former federal prosecutor 
and Dem nominee  Ken Thomp-

son beat DA Charles “Joe” Hynes 
for the second time this year , 
capturing almost three-quar-
ters of the vote. Hynes had con-
ceded to Thompson the night of 
the Sept. 10 primary — but  de-

cided a month later to carry on 
his campaign on the Republican 
and Conservative party lines  af-
ter reports appeared alleging that 
disgraced Democratic Party boss 

Hynes loses DA race — again

TWO BROOKLYN MAYORS, A TALE OF THE TAPE
Bill DeBlasio is the first Brooklynite mayor since Abe Beame, whom New Yorkers 
looked to for leadership during the chaotic years of 1973 to 1977. So how do the two 
most recent hizzoners from the County of Kings stack up?

Mayor Abe Beame Bill DeBlasio

Measuring up At 5-foot-2, three inches 
shorter than Beep Marty 
Markowitz

At 6-foot-5, taller than 
three players on the 
Brooklyn Nets roster

Also known as Abraham David Birnbaum Warren Wilhelm

Birthplace                    London, England New York, NY

Brooklyn ‘hood                        Crown Heights Park Slope

Biggest challenge 
in office

                       Keeping New York 
                      City from declaring 
                          bankruptcy

NNegotiating contract 
agreements with 
municipal unions

See DA  on page 2

See DEBLASIO  on page 2
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Being there for Mom once a week
is great. But she needs help every day. 

We know what you’re  

going through. And we can help. 

Our Managed Long-Term Care plan 

provides Mom with the services she 

needs to live at home – assistance 

with bathing, dressing, meals, rides  

to the doctor and much more.  

We have years of experience helping 

people with Medicaid navigate  

this  process  and a  website  

that makes it easy to understand.  

Visit us soon!

1 - 8 0 0 - 9 5 0 - 7 6 7 9  t o l l  f r e e ,  8 A M - 6 P M

healthplus.amerigroup.com/mltc 

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com 

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

Clarence Norman had helped 
run Thompson’s campaign. 
Hynes expressed shock at 
the severity of his loss to 
Thompson.

“I was surprised by how 
wide it was,” the outgoing 
top attorney said. “It’s given 
Ken Thompson a clear man-
date.”

Hynes said he had been 
unable to reach Thompson, 
and had left a concession 
message with one of the vic-

versal prekindergarten, end-
ing racial profiling by police, 
and fighting to keep hospitals 
from being closed to make 
way for luxury condos, as  ac-
tivists and judges have said 
the state wants to do with 
Brooklyn’s Long Island Col-
lege Hospital .

“The feeling of a few do-
ing well while the rest slip 
further behind is the defining 
challenge of our times,” De-
Blasio said to cheers.

Fighting to keep the Cob-
ble Hill hospital and Inter-
faith Medical Center in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant open in the 
face of state closure plans 
in his role as public advo-
cate has been a signature ef-
fort of his campaign — he 
has gone so far as to get ar-
rested protesting the shutter-
ing — and a group of hospital 
staffers came out on Tues-
day night to show their ap-
preciation.

“Bill Deblasio is standing 
for the working class, for the 
people who built this coun-
try,” said Anthony Ciampa, 
a member of the New York 

State Nurse Association’s 
board of directors. “He stood 
side by side with us.”

But DeBlasio now faces 
the test of how far he will take 
that fight, as he will have to 
work hand-in-hand with Gov. 
Cuomo, his former boss at 
the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, who 
 is now in control of the state 
university and health depart-
ment that is trying to shut the 
hospital down .

DeBlasio  demurred on Fri-
day  when this paper asked 
him what Cuomo was saying 
about the hospital’s fate, but 
the governor was more than 
happy to shower the hizzoner-
to-be with accolades as the 
winning ballots rolled in.

“Tonight New York City 
voters have opened an ex-
citing new chapter in our 
state’s largest city with the 
election of incoming Mayor 
Bill DeBlasio,” Cuomo said 
in a statement. “On a per-
sonal level, it is particularly 
gratifying to see Bill, a true 
friend and former colleague, 
win tonight.

The Sloper’s ascent to the 

tor’s aides. Hynes promised 
to set up a transition team by 
the end of the week to help 
ease between administrations 
— similar to the vow he made 
after his loss in September 
and, according to Thompson, 
never made good on.

Hynes declined to com-
ment on whether he was still 
afraid of Norman — who he 
helped send up the river in 
2005 for accepting illegal do-
nations to his Assembly cam-
paign — controlling the DA’s 
office. The incumbent had 
repeatedly raised that fear 
during the last weeks of the 
campaign, despite Thomp-

son denying he had any rela-
tionship with Norman.

“That’s behind us,” Hynes 
said.

Thompson expressed grat-
itude to the 222,348 voters 
who supported him.

“I’m honored and hum-
bled to serve as your next 
district attorney. Thank you, 
Brooklyn,” Thompson told 
supporters after the numbers 
came in.

Thompson makes history 
by being the first challenger 
to unseat an incumbent dis-
trict attorney in Brooklyn 
since 1911, and will be the 
borough’s first black DA.

Continued from page 1

DA...

city’s highest office also sig-
nals a changing of the guard 
in the Office of the Public 
Advocate, where Fort Greene 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
will take over in January after 
demolishing a packed field of 
third-party contenders, be-
coming the first African-
American woman to hold 
a citywide position and ce-
menting a Democratic hold 
on city politics, though she 
said that she will not be De-
Blasio’s puppet.

“Bill and I are very good 
friends but when we dis-

agree I will certainly raise 
my voice,” James told WNYC 
host Brian Lehrer.

As if you had not heard 
enough milestones already, 
next year will mark the first 
time in the 20-year history 
of the advocate position that 
the in-house agitator will be-
long to the same party as the 
mayor. (Incidentally, as ad-
vocate, James would replace 
DeBlasio should something 
happen to the big man in City 
Hall Park.)

But the firsts do not stop 
there. State Sen. Eric Ad-

ams coasted to victory in 
the Brooklyn borough presi-
dent race and will become the 
first black politician to oc-
cupy the main office at Bor-
ough Hall.

And while we are on the 
subject of borough presi-
dents, Manhattan Beep Scott 
Stringer, who famously re-
turned campaign cash from 
an indicted developer  when 
our own Marty Markowitz 
would not , is set to become 
the city’s next comptroller af-
ter bringing home 80 percent 
of the electoral bacon.

Continued from page 1

DEBLASIO...

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The grieving parents of a 
 12-year-old boy struck and 
killed by a car in Park Slope  
last month spoke tearfully 
before the city council last 
Thursday morning, in the 
hope that their testimony 
might prevent their tragedy 
from befalling others.

The family of Samuel Co-
hen-Eckstein testified on Oct. 
31 at a Transportation Com-
mittee hearing to persuade leg-
islators to pass  a bill mandat-
ing a 20-mile-per-hour speed 
limit on most residential streets  
throughout the city.

“The proposed legisla-
tion before this committee, 
to impose a 20-mile-per-
hour speed limit in all resi-
dential neighborhoods in the 
city, cannot bring our beloved 
Sammy back,” said Amy Co-
hen, whose son was killed by 
a van on Prospect Park West 
on Oct. 9. “But it would surely 
ensure that other families do 
not suffer as we have, and that 
more lives are not needlessly 
cut short.”

The Safe Streets Act, 
which David Greenfield sub-

Plea for lower speed limits
After boy is killed, grieving parents make appeal to City Council

mitted to the council in 2011, 
would establish 20-mile-per-
hour speed limits on all res-
idential streets less than 60-
feet wide. The hearing came 
two days before a driver’s 
Ford Expedition ran onto a 
crowded sidewalk, killing a 
9-year-old boy and injuring 
two, according to published 
reports.

If enacted, New York would 
join other major international 
cities in setting a lower speed 
limit for motorists, including 

Paris, Tokyo, and London, the 
latter of which passed a simi-
lar measure in September, ac-
cording to Transportation Al-
ternatives. The car-critic group 
claims that a lower speed limit 
would help make New York-
ers safer.

“Around the world, it’s 
been proven that lower speed 
limits save lives,” testified 
Paul White, executive direc-
tor of the organization, who 
joined Cohen, her husband 
Gary Eckstein, and their 

daughter Tamar to speak in 
support of the legislation.

“Studies show that a one-
mile-per-hour reduction in 
average speed on pedestrian-
dense urban streets with low 
average speeds will lead to a 
six-percent decrease in traffic 
crashes,” said White. “And 
New York is home to the 
most dense urban streets in 
the country.”

Last year, more than 1,200 
New Yorkers were injured in 
traffic crashes every week, 58 
people lost a limb or suffered 
other life-altering injuries, 
and five city residents were 
killed by cars each week, ac-
cording to a Transportation 
Alternatives spokesman.

After their son’s death Co-
hen and Eckstein asked that 
donations be made in Samu-
el’s name to the group.

Allen Bortnick, a decade-
long member of Community 
Board 10, who is frequently 
critical of the Department of 
Transportation’s various traf-
fic calming measures, said he 
would be just fine with Green-
field’s bill if it only affected 
roadways that were 30-feet-
wide or less, but bluntly stated 

that the bill, as written, would 
grind city traffic to a halt.

“He’s out of his cotton-
picking mind,” said Bortnick 
of Greenfield. “If he wants to 
limit this to 27 and 30-foot-
wide streets, I’m in agreement 
with him. But [lowering speeds 
on main arteries] would cre-
ate such a slowdown in traffic 
that it would become physically 
impossible to get anywhere in 
the city.”

City street lanes range from 
9 to 16-feet wide, Greenfield’s 
bill could potentially affect all 
“residential” roads that have 
two to six lanes.

The Cohen-Ecksteins sup-
port the bill, but acknowl-
edged that the Safe Street 
Act by itself would change 
little without the support of 
the mayor and the police, 
who they said have a poor 
record for citing speedsters 
in Park Slope.

“To be effective, the reduced 
speed limit would require en-
forcement,” said Cohen, point-
ing out that September saw no 
speeding tickets in his neigh-
borhood. “That would involve 
a commitment by the mayor 
and the NYPD.”

The parents of Samuel Cohen-Eckstein testified 
before the City Council in favor of the “Safe Streets 
Act” on Oct. 31. Their son was killed last month.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500November 8–14, 2013 AWP  3

B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

If you had told me after 
one week of action that the 
Nets would be victorious 
against the one team they 
could not seem to solve last 
season — the NBA cham-
pion the Miami Heat — I 
would assume all is right 
with the Nets as the team 
enters its much-hyped sec-
ond season in Brooklyn.

But I would be wrong. 
Sure, the win over the 

Heat is impressive, but 
when it is sandwiched be-
tween losses to the also-ran 
Cleveland Cavaliers and 
(even worse!) the Orlando 
Magic, it is clear that the 
Nets’ players have a lot of 
work to do if they are going 
to reach the heights many 
pundits predicted they would 
prior to the season.

What is most troubling in 
the early going is the squad’s 
lack of rhythm. Some of that 
can be attributed to adding 
new players to the mix, some 
due to the depth of the roster 
with 11 guys figuring to av-
erage more than 10 minutes 
a night, but mostly it can be 
tied to new head coach Ja-

The Nets played the de-
fending champion Miami 
Heat three times last year, 
and lost all three games.

They also played a com-
bined seven games against 
the lowly Orlando Magic and 
Cleveland Cavaliers — and 
won every time.

Now for this year: in its 
home opener, Brooklyn beat 
the Heat for the first time 
in 14 meetings between the 
two franchises. But that was 
sandwiched between losses 

to the Cavs and the Magic, 
the latter in truly embarrass-
ing fashion.

From a fan’s perspective, 
beating the league’s elite is 
more fun than triumphing 
in the games you are sup-
posed to win. But scooping up 
low-hanging fruit was key to 
Brooklyn compiling 49 wins 
last year, and is the mark of 
any good team.

Going into the season, it 
would have been easy to an-
ticipate some struggles for 
the Boston imports — Paul 
Pierce, Kevin Garnett, and 
Jason Terry — as they ad-
justed to a new environ-
ment late in their careers. 
But except for Garnett mak-
ing three of 11 shots against 

the Magic, the trio consis-
tently impressed through the 
first three contests.

Instead, we’ve witnessed 
a familiar problem in this 
fledgling season, one that 
plagued the Nets last year: 
The under-performance of 
BackCourt duo Deron Wil-
liams and Joe Johnson. 
Both played well at various 
points during the first three 
games, but have also disap-
peared for quarters or halves 
at a time.

Against Orlando, Joe was 
1-for-5 from the floor for two 
points. D-Will was 4-of-12 
for nine points, with three 
turnovers. Against Cleve-
land, Joe was 3-for-10 from 
the field, including oh-for-

three from beyond the arc. 
Deron was 2-for-6 from the 
field for 7 points, with four 
turnovers.

It is understandably diffi-
cult for Williams and Johnson 
to find ways to contribute at 
an elite level while accom-
modating the addition of 
three out-of-town stars, es-
pecially three big personal-
ities that are bound to alter 
the team’s persona. But they 
are getting paid the big bucks 
to figure it out, and the sooner 
the better.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

Kidd’s mistakes take toll

Win some, lose too many
BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

son Kidd getting a feel for 
his new job and team.

In his coaching debut 
against the Magic, Kidd got 
a lot of guys a lot of min-
utes, but did little to stop a 
Magic team that began to 
pull away: no time outs, no 
Reggie Evans, professional 
rebounder, no arguing with 
refs. Nothing that a coach 
would typically do to ener-
gize his team. It was as if 
Kidd and his Nets weren’t 
prepared.

Yes, it was certainly a dis-
appointing coaching debut 
from Kidd, but there is no 
reason to overreact. The Nets 
will be just fine. Garnett and 
Lopez will develop a nice 
high-low game. Blatache 
will provide good minutes 
and scoring off the bench. 
Reggie Evans will continue 
to do his Reggie Evans thing. 
And the Backcourt will im-
prove as they log more min-
utes together.  

But on the nights when 
nothing seems to be click-
ing, let us just hope Kidd can 
provide a little something 
more than he did against 
the Magic.

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

Kevin Garnett guards LeBron James as the Nets 
opened the 2013–2014 season against the Miami 
Heat with a 101–100 win at the Barclays Center last 
Friday. But our colunists argue that the win was the 
only highlight of a forgettable opening week.
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Nets open with win over Heat, then trouble starts

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Two men were arrested for 
taking part in assaulting two 
other men on Hoyt Street on 
Nov. 2, police said. 

Police say the victims were 
near Warren Street at 2:17 
am when a large group at-
tacked them — beating the 
victims with their fists and 
causing swelling. 

The two suspects then took 
the bikes belonging to the vic-
tims, as well as one of their 
phones, police reported.

Minor threat
A man was arrested for 

pointing a gun at another per-
son back on June 30 on State 
Street, police said.

Police say the victim and 
suspect were near Bond 
Street at 10 pm when the 
suspect aimed the gun at 
the victim.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Club hopping
A naughty night owl 

snatched the contents of a 
woman’s purse at a Fifth Ave-
nue nightclub on Oct. 31.

The victim told police 
she was in the club near 11th 
Street at 3:20 pm when she 
realized $30 in cash, several 
debit cards, a MetroCard and 
a designer wallet were miss-
ing from her pocketbook. One 
debit card was used to buy a 
$40 MetroCard, cops said.

Wallet theft
A quick thief whisked 

away a wallet left on the 
counter of a Sixth Avenue 
store on Oct. 31.

The victim told police 
he went into the deli near 
Dean Street at 9 am, paid for 
some items, and then left ac-
cidentally without his bill-
fold. When he went back and 
asked about it, the employees 
said they didn’t see a wallet 
on the counter. 

Mystery van
A vehicle thief drove off 

in a 2013 Ford Econoline 
Van left on 11th Street on 
the morning of Oct. 30.

Police say there were 
no outstanding tickets on 
the auto, which the owner 
parked near Fourth Ave-
nue at midnight. When the 
owner returned, the car was 
no where to be found, but 
there was no broken glass 
and no surveillance recorded 
at the scene.

A witness told police she 

saw a man in a black hoodie 
trying to open the doors of 
the car at one point — but 
when she went outside, the 
van drove off.

Jacked
An opportunist thief 

swiped a wallet from a shop-
per trying on jackets at an 
Atlantic Avenue store on 
Oct. 27.

The victim was selecting 
apparel at the store near Fort 
Greene Place at 7 pm when 
the thief took the item con-
taining identification, health 
cards, a visa, and $15.

Bike swipe
A bandit busted a bike 

from the Fifth Avenue stand it 
was locked to on Oct. 20. 

The goon also stole a $50 
helmet, two locks, and two 
lights from the stand near 
Union Street sometime be-
tween 2 am and 9 pm.

His (fire) escape
Someone stole two lap-

tops, cufflinks, and an LL 
Bean bookbag from an apart-
ment on 11 Street on Oct. 28, 
police said. 

The victim said she left her 
abode, near Eighth Avenue, 
at 12:10 pm, and when she 
returned at 3 pm, she found 
her belongings moved and 
the back window by the fire 
escape open.

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Knife’s edge
A man punched another 

man and threatened him with 
a knife on Columbia Street 
on Nov. 2, police said. 

The victim’s face was 
bruised and swollen as an 
assault of the assault, which 
happened near Centre Mall 
at 10:30 pm. 
 — Jaime Lutz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Jacked pot
A scammer bilked an 

80th Street woman out of 
$1,500 over the phone be-
tween Oct. 21 and Oct. 30, 
police state.

The victim said she got 
the first call at 10:45 am at 
her home between 11th and 

12th avenues, informing her 
that she had won the lottery 
and needed to send a $1,500 
deposit to receive the prize. 
After getting several more 
calls during the next week, 
the woman decided to send 
the dough in the form of three 
$500 gift cards. She got a 
check for $3,950, but when 
she went to cash it at 11:20 
am, it bounced.

Ring out
A lowlife swiped a wom-

an’s wedding band and other 
valuables from her 10th Av-
enue home on Oct. 31, au-
thorities allege.

Surveillance cameras cap-
tured the crook entering the 
house between 85th and 86th 
streets through the basement 
door at 11 am, and picking up 
the conjugal ring — plus the 
woman’s iPhone, MacBook, 
and a single earring.

— Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Metal health
Police cuffed a man who 

they say attacked another 
man with a piece of metal, 
slicing open his arm, on Clay 
Street on Nov. 2. 

The district attorney’s of-
fice reported that the two men 
were arguing near McGuin-
ness Boulevard at 10:50 pm 
when one of them grabbed 
a sharp piece of metal and 
started beating the other one 
with it.

Cough cough
A man was arrested after 

he allegedly stole a variety of 
cough suppression products 
from a Manhattan Avenue 
drug store on Nov. 3.  

According to the King’s 
County district attorney’s of-
fice, the man walked into the 
store between Meserole Av-
enue and Calyer Street at 7 
pm and pocketed infant 
cough syrup and a bottle of 
nighttime cough suppres-
sant. When he allegedly 
tried to leave without pay-
ing, the store’s security cap-
tured him. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Stop whining
A woman is facing a num-

ber of charges after she al-
legedly attacked her friend 
with a wine glass on Mese-
role Street on Nov. 3. 

The district attorney’s of-
fice said the woman was ar-
guing with a friend at her 
home between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets at 12:35 am 
when she suddenly turned vi-
olent. First, she slapped her 
friend across the face, the re-
port claims. She then alleg-
edly smashed a wine glass 
over her friend’s head and 
then sliced her face with a 
piece of the broken glass. 

What a dump
A man was arrested for 

allegedly trying to steal a 
dump truck on Moore Street 
on Oct. 30. 

The district attorney’s of-
fice reports that the accused 
climbed into the driver’s seat 
of a dump truck that was 
parked between Bushwick 
Avenue and White Street at 
11:25 am. He allegedly turned 
the keys that were in the ig-
nition, but stopped when the 
operator of the car showed 
up and kicked him out. 

— Danielle Furfaro

Bike theft and beating

300 Cadman Plaza West, 17th and 18th Floors
Brooklyn, NY

Urgent Care & Primary Care
in Brooklyn Heights

Mount Sinai board certifi ed physicians
Whether you have an urgent medical need or are looking for a high-quality 

primary care physician, Mount Sinai board certified physicians are available 
in Brooklyn Heights to deliver personalized and coordinated health care 

services, focusing on the wellness of the each individual patient.  

Good health starts here. 
Many insurance plans accepted

Primary Care
Call to make an 
appointment

Urgent Care Hours
Monday–Friday, 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday–Sunday, 9 am to 5 pm
No appointments needed for Urgent Care
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Friend stir
Most people would not trust their closest 

friends to fill out their résumé. But a surpris-
ing number of Brooklynites are willing to let 
their friends share their romantic curriculum 
vitae with prospective dates.

That is the concept 
driving Friends of Sin-
gle People, a new game 
night at Littlefield in 
Gowanus where host Jo 
Firestone tries to match-
make in classic “Dating 
Game” style, but with 
proxies filling in for 
the actual lonely hearts. 
Firestone said she came 

up with the format because her friends are lousy 
at playing the field.

“My single friends don’t see themselves as 
great as I see them,” Firestone said.

For each round, one stand-in gets to choose 
from three others while all the real contestants 
sit anonymously in the audience. Firestone asks 
questions that each pseudo-suitor must answer 
as if she or he was her or his friend. 

And these are no tepid office party ice-
breakers.

“What do you look like naked?” “What is 
your ideal date?” and “What is your smooch-
ing style?” are just a few of the bombs Fires-
tone has lobbed at unsuspecting contestants, 
expecting them to reply as honestly-yet-flatter-
ingly as possible for their nervous pals. 

“You want to win, but you also want to make 
sure you don’t offend your friend,” said Molly 
Gaebe, who once took her wingman Taylor to 
a game where each represented the other. 

Gaebe and her friend both won their rounds, but 
both their prize partners turned out to be duds. 

“We both ditched our dates and went look-
ing for other people,” she said.

Such romantic misadventures are not unusual 
in the world of proxy dating, according to Fire-
stone, but they are enjoyable to watch. 

“That’s the thing about the game that is so 
much fun. You end up with people who are 
not compatible at all,” she said. “You’ll get a 
five-foot-tall guy matched with a five-foot-
eight-inch-tall woman.” 

Friends of Single People at Littlefield [622 
Degraw Street between Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.com]. 
Mon, Nov. 11 at 8 pm. $5.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

G A M E S

Q: How do you know that someone in New 
York is involved in the drug trade?

A: Unless that someone is knocking on your 
apartment door to deliver an eighth of an ounce 
of weed, you do not.

And just about ev-
eryone handles illicit 
substances, according 
to journalist Peter Mad-
sen, whose new book 
“Dealers” is a collec-
tion of anonymous in-
terviews with illicit 
substance handlers of 
New York that drives 
home just how far get-
ting high cuts across so-
cial strata.

“Drug culture infiltrates all walks of life — 
all cultures, all races,” Madsen said.

His 16 interviews, with subjects as diver-
gent as a pot-pastry-selling lawyer, a former 
Pratt student who ran a dorm-room drug den, 
and a doorman who sometimes hooks up ten-
ants with dealers, certainly back up the thesis. 
But the book is no pearl-clutching expose and 
it looks past the cartoon tropes of movies and 
radio rap in favor of a mostly-sober discussion 
of how contraband changes hands. Explored 
are the logistics of delivering prime pot on a 
bike while tattooed (it is probably a bad idea), 
the etiquette of robbing hustlers (it could be 
considered bad form to take a dope-seller’s 
money and jewelry, unless he or she puts up 
a fight), and the customer service aspect of 
being a homeless junkie (it turns out being 
a gaunt panhandler is like being a breathing 
billboard for your heroin supplier).

The book, compiled over a year and a half, 
is full of casual revelations and serious con-
tradicions. Take the 19-year-old attending col-
lege to be a teacher who knows the risks of 
selling pills but does it to feed his designer 
clothing habit. Or the career cop who thinks 
that marijuana should be legal.

Madsen brings out the book on Nov. 15 with 
Apology Magazine editor Jesse Pearson and 
Clinton Hill rapper Heems. 

“Dealers” book release at Powerhouse 
Arena [37 Main St., between Water and Front 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049, www.pow-
erhousearena.com]. Fri, Nov. 15 6–8 pm, free.
 —Nathan Tempey

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

A
ndy Ricker may have opened 
multiple Thai restaurants, trav-
eled and cooked extensively in 

Southeast Asia for 20 years, and, 
just last week, published a cook-
book of northern Thai dishes from 
his Pok Pok chain, but the James 
Beard Award-winning chef insists 
he is still learning.

“I see myself as a student of Thai 
food,” said Ricker, who opened a 
Brooklyn Pok Pok in the Columbia 
Street Waterfront District last year. 
“Every time I go to Thailand, I have 
a dish I’ve never heard of.”

So it makes sense that the recipes 
Ricker shares in his new cookbook 
“ Pok Pok ” are not your average Thai 
take-out. And if you buy the book look-
ing for a rundown on how to make Pad 
Thai, you will be disappointed.

“In the West, we often think of Thai food 
as a cheap commodity food,” said Ricker. 
“There’s nothing wrong with that, but it’s 
only a small part of the story.”

Ricker’s interest lies in seasonal and re-
gional dishes, such as Khao Soi Kai (North-
ern Thai curry noodle soup with chicken), 
Som Tam Thai (Central Thai-style papaya 
salad), and his famous fish sauce wings. 

His favorite recipe, which is on the per-
manent menu at Columbia Street’s Pok 
Pok NY, is one of the more involved. Laap 
meuang is a spicy, hand-minced pork 
“salad” that requires about 15 different 
ingredients for its spice paste and demands 
mincing the meat by hand — a task that 
can take upwards of 45 minutes.

“There’s no other way around it,” said 
Ricker. “You could grind the meat up and 
end up with something that tastes like 
Hamburger Helper, but this way you end 
up with something different and special in 
flavor. It’s incredibly rewarding.”

The entree is one of 70 recipes featured 
in the book, which Ricker co-wrote with 
JJ Goode. It also contains essays about 
Ricker’s travels and experiences running a 
small restaurant empire that now consists 
of seven spots in Portland and New York. 
The most recent addition, a bar called  Whis-
key Soda Lounge NY , opened down the 
street from Pok Pok NY a couple months 
ago. The two will get even closer later this 
year, when Pok Pok NY relocates a few 

doors down to a space that is twice the 
size of its current digs.

When Ricker is not splitting his time be-
tween Portland and New York, he is in Thai-
land, where he goes two to three times a year 
to retune his palate, pick up new tricks, and 
try new dishes. One day, he hopes to write a 
definitive cookbook of Northern Thai food. 
But he still has a lot to learn.

“That’s going to take years,” said Ricker. 
“It’s an incredibly diverse and wonder-
ful food culture.”

Andy Ricker and JJ Goode, the au-
thors of “Pok Pok,” reads at Smorgasburg 
(East River State Park, 90 Kent. Ave. at N. 
Seventh Street in Williamsburg, www.
smorgasburg.com). Nov. 9, 12:30–2:30 
pm, free.

Dope pedalers
B O O KS

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com
162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Read his
Thai pad
Pok Pok owner shares food 
secrets in his new cookbook
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Thai-tan: Pok Pok owner Andy Ricker is telling all about how he does it in the 
kitchen. (Pictured left) This new Thai cookbook will teach passport-less Brook-
lynites how to whip up obscure regional dishes without leaving the borough.
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Fei Long Market : This gi-
ant market across from Maimo-
nides Medical Center is a go-to 
for vegetables, dried squid, and 
all kinds of sauces. 

“Whatever we’re short on that 
we’re not getting from our sup-
pliers, I’ll get from them,” said 
Ricker. 

Recently, he ran to the market to 
grab baby octopus for his newest 
Columbia Street venture, Whis-
key Soda Lounge NY, and a vin-
egar he uses for the bar’s deep-

fried pig ears. 
6301 Eighth Ave. between 63rd 

and 64th streets in Borough Park, 
(718) 680–0118

 Kalustyan’s: If for some rea-
son you find yourself in the neth-
erlands of Manhattan, you can get 
all the spices for laap meuang at 
this famous Indian specialty shop. 
“It’s a pretty amazing store,” said 
Ricker. “They’ve got other things 
besides spices, too.”

123 Lexington Ave. at 28th Street 
in Manhattan, (212) 685–3451

Bangkok Center Grocery: 
Again, we would not normally rec-
ommend venturing this far north-
west, but if you need very specific 
Thai ingredients to rush back to 
your brownstone, this place is a 
reliable bet. 

“If I need specific brands of palm 
sugar, or maybe I need some fresh 
turmeric, I can pick it up here,” he 
said.

104 Mosco St. between Mulber-
ry and Mott streets in Manhattan, 
(212) 349–1979 — Meredith Deliso

Squid and spice and everything nice
Wondering where can you even get your mitts on Thai spices and dried squid to make the 

wild dishes in the new “Pok Pok” cookbook a reality? The places Pok Pok owner Andy Ricker 
goes would be a good bet. True, the Pok Pok NY chef gets most of his ingredients from whole-
salers, and even brings back some from his frequent visits to Thailand, but these are the South-
east Asian stores he turns to in a pinch:
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Ink shop: Get your dry squid at Fei Long Market in Borough 
Park.
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memorating the one-year anni-
versary of Hurricane Sandy. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Industry City (882 
Third Ave. and 33rd Street in Sunset 
Park), cometogethersandy.com. 

ART, “DOMINOES”: Interactive instal-
lation by Louie Hinnen. Free. 1–7 
pm. Invisible Dog [51 Bergen St. 
between Smith and Court streets in 
Cobble Hill, (347) 560–3641], thein-
visibledog.org. 

ART, “REPACKAGED”: The work 
of Richard Garrison. Free. 1–6 
pm. Robert Henry Contemporary 
[56 Bogart St. at Seigel Street in 
Bushwick, (718) 473–0819], www.
roberthenrycontemporary.com. 

ART, “CONTAINMENT”: Group show 
exploring our increasingly troubled 
relationship with water. Free. 3–6 
pm. Proteus Gowanus (543 Union 
St. at Nevins Street in Gowanus), 
proteusgowanus.org. 

FILM, “VETERANS OF COLOR”: 
Screening of Mark Perry’s docu-
mentary. Hear from African Ameri-
can veterans about their experi-
ences after World War II and the 
Korean and Vietnam wars. $12 (free 
for veterans and their families). 3 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, MATT KISH: Author of 
“Heart of Darkness: Illustrated Edi-
tion.” Free. 6–8 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

ART, “DO NOT DISTURB!”: Featur-
ing paintings by Judith Linhares, 
Mary Jo Vath, Farrell Brickhouse, 
and Ashley Garrett. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Elgin Gallery [52 Tompkins Ave. at 
Park Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(917) 439–1460], www.elgingal-
lery.com. 

THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
DREAM”: Theatre for a New Audi-
ence’s inaugural production, di-
rected by Julie Taymor. $75–$100. 
7:30 pm. Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center (262 Ashland Pl. at Fulton 
Street in Fort Greene), www.tfana.
org. 

THEATER, “CURTAINS”: Students 
perform the mystery drama, award 
winning Broadway play. $15 ($10 
seniors, $8 high school students, $6 
children under 6. 7:30 pm. Bishop 
Kearney High School [2202 60th 
St. at 22nd Avenue in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236–6363 X100]. 

SELECT ALL: A LGBTQ+ mixer. $5. 
7:30 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “FATI’S LAST DANCE”: 
Off-beat comedy for teens and up 
written by France-Luce Benson. 
$15–$25 (children and seniors 
$12–$15). 8 pm. Billie Holiday The-
atre [1368 Fulton St. between Marcy 
and Brooklyn avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636–0918], www.
thebillieholiday.org. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAESAR”: 
Women of Donmar Warehouse 
do Shakespeare’s classic with an 
all-female cast. $55–$75. 8 pm. St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [29 Jay St. be-
tween John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

MUSIC, “THE MARRIAGE OF FI-
GARO”: LoftOpera presents 
Mozart’s opera, accompanied by 
Brooklyn Brewery beer and a 25-
piece orchestra. $20. 8 pm. Gow-
anus Loft [61 Ninth St. between 
Smith and Second Avenue, Loft C8 
in Gowanus, (347) 763–2210], www.
gowanusloft.com. 

COMEDY, THE GRAWLILX: Perform-

FRI, NOV. 8
ART, “FASHION STUDIES”: An exhibi-

tion of garments, accessories, paint-
ings, video, and installations by 15 
fashion faculty at the school. Free. 
9 am–5 pm. Pratt Institute [200 Wil-
loughby Ave. at Steuben Street in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 636–3517], pratt.
edu. 

ART, “PANGEA”: Exhibition of work 
by artists from around the world, 
all living and working in New York 
City. Free. 9:30 am–5:30 pm. New 
York Foundation for the Arts (20 Jay 
St. at Plymouth Street; Suite 740 in 
DUMBO). 

SMALL BUSINESS CONFERENCE: 
Geared towards businesses that 
make and sell physical products. 
$295. 9:30 am–8 pm. 501 Union 
(499 Union St. near Bond Street in 
Gowanus), nearlyimpossible.org. 

ART, “ALBUM TRACKS: Subway Re-
cord Covers”: Exhibition celebrates 
album artwork that features the 
New York City subway and elevated 
system. $7 ($5 children and seniors). 
10 am–4 pm. New York Transit Mu-
seum [Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

CABOT FARMERS’ GRATITUDE 
TOUR 2013: Featuring giveaways, 
coupons, and a chance to win 
prizes. 10 am–4 pm. Union Market 
[288 Court St. at Douglass Street 
in Cobble Hill, (212) 996–0443], 
cabotcheese.coop/cabotfarmers. 

ART, “THE FASHION WORLD OF 
JEAN PAUL GAULTIER: From the 
Sidewalk to the Catwalk”: The fi rst 
international exhibition of the cel-
ebrated French couturier’s work, 
including stage costumes worn by 
Madonna and Beyonce. $12 (sug-
gested). 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brooklynmu-
seum.org. 

ART, “FOR & ABOUT: Art & Reactions 
to Superstorm Sandy”: Multiple 
local artists commemorate the fi rst 
anniversary of Hurricane Sandy. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. BAC Gallery [111 
Front St. near Washington Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 625–0080], www.
brooklynartscouncil.org. 

ART, “THE GAMES WE PLAYED”: 
Throwback-themed exhibition fea-
turing urban artists, including Jamel 
Shabazz. Free. 11 am–7 pm. House 
of Art Gallery [408 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd. at Hasley Street in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

ART, “DETRITUS”: Installation by Jon-
athan Schipper. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
The Boiler [191 N. 14th St. between 
Wythe and Nassau avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144], www.
pierogi2000.com. 

ART, “FACE TIME: New Portraiture 
Now”: A mixed-media exploration 
of contemporary portraiture. Free. 
Noon–7 pm. Ground Floor Gallery 
(343 Fifth St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope), www.groundfl oorbk.com. 

ART, “COME TOGETHER: Surviving 
Sandy, Year 1”: Exhibition com-

ing as part of the New York Com-
edy Festival. $12 ($10 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “TWELVE ANGRY MEN”: 
The Heights Players perform Regi-
nald Rose’s play. $20 ($18 seniors 
and children under 18). 8 pm. 
Heights Players [26 Willow Pl. be-
tween Joralemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 237–
2752], www.heightsplayers.org. 

DANCE, “TODAY”: Choreographed 
by Kim Brandt. $10. 8 pm. Jack (505 
1/2 Waverly Ave. between Fulton 
and Atlantic avenues in Clinton Hill), 
www.jack.org. 

ART, OPENING: Solo show of Brad-
ley Haymes’ “feral series.” Free. 8 
pm. The Greenpoint Gallery (390 
McGuinness Blvd. between Dupont 
and Clay streets in Greenpoint), 
www.thegreenpointgallery.com. 

ART, NON GRATA: Al Paldrok, aka 
Anonymous Boh of the international 
Non Grata Group, curates an eve-
ning of performances. $8-$12 (sug-
gested). 9:30 pm. Grace Exhibition 
Space [840 Broadway Ave. at Park 
Street in Bushwick, (646) 578–3402], 
grace-exhibition-space.com. 

SAT, NOV. 9
THEATER, “ALMOST MAINE”: A 

romantic comedy performed by 
dramatic students. $15. 8 pm. 
Xaverian High School [7100 Shore 
Rd. at 71st Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
759–5728]. 

ART, “BROOKLYN UTOPIAS: In 
TRANSITion”: Artists, activists, ar-
chitects, designers, and urban theo-
rists consider differing visions of an 
ideal city through the “concrete” 
example of Brooklyn. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Old Stone House [Fifth Avenue 
between Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], brook-
lynutopias.wordpress.com/upcom-
ing-exhibitions. 

NATIONAL GRID’S EARTHWORKS: 
Children learn about harvesting 
and gardening. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 pm and 
2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

TOUCH TANK: Children of all ages 
touch a starfi sh, a horseshoe crab, 
or a sea snail. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 pm and 
2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
November 8

Gouda time
Does a lack of brie in 
your life leave you 
feeling bleu? If you’re 
mad about man-
chego, wheel your 
way over to Skytown 
BK for an artisan 
cheese speakeasy 
that’s sure to make 
you melt. The event, 
that will not cost you 
too much cheddar 
and will feature local 
cheeses from the 
Catskills to the city 
including Brooklyn’s 
Vulto Creamer. 

7 pm at Skytown BK [921 
Broadway between 
Melrose and Stockton 
streets in Bedford 
Stuyvesant, (347) 921–
2911, skytownbk.com] 
$20.

SATURDAY
November 9

Gone in six 
seconds
A lot of things can 
happen in six sec-
onds: you can sneeze, 
beat the Rubik’s 
Cube world record, 
or watch an incredibly 
clever Vine video. If 
the last option 
appeals to you, check 
out the Vine Film Fes-
tival, which celebrates 
petite feats of petit 
filmmaking. The very 
best six-second bits 
will win awards at the 
end of the night.

8 pm at Bat Haus [[279 
Starr St. between Wyck-
off and St Nicholas ave-
nues in Bushwick, (917) 
865—8660, www.batha.
us] Free.

SUNDAY
Noember 10

D.I.Wine
Ever make a sock 
puppet when you’re 
drunk and have no 
one to talk to? If so, 
pack up your glue gun 
and mosey on over to 
61 Local for “She’s 
Crafty,” a wine-fueled 
crafting event hosted 
by Gowanus Girls, an 
adult group focused 
on design and creativ-
ity. This event is 
pricey, but the fee 
includes your first 
glass of wine, snacks, 
and the chance to 
chat with real people.

2–11 pm at 61 Local [61 
Bergen St. between 
Smith Street and Boerum 
Place in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–1150, www.61local.
com]. $35.

MONDAY
November 11

Food fight
Watch foodies get 
feisty with kale at 
Brooklyn Winery’s 
“CSA Smackdown.” 
The “Iron Chef”-like 
cooking competition 
will (peach) pit mem-
bers of Just Food 
Network farm shares 
against each other in 
a test of high-volume 
cooking prowess. 
Winners will compete 
in a city-wide contest.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Winery [213 N. Eighth St 
between Driggs Avenue 
and Roebling Street in 
Williamsburg, 347) 763–
1506, www.bkwinery.
com] Free.

WEDNESDAY
November 13

Stool-bound
In 1900, Henry James 
published a short 
story called “The 
Great Good Place” 
about a character 
who dreamed of 
escaping to a place 
where he could recu-
perate from the grind 
of everyday life.
Inspired by this 
notion, artist John 
Tebeau  started 
“Great Good Places 
of Brooklyn,” select-
ing six Kings County 
watering holes for art 
shows. Here is one.

5 pm at Fort Defiance 
[365 Van Brunt St. 
between Sullivan and 
Wolcott streets in Red 
Hook, (347) 453–6672 
fortdefiancebrooklyn.
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Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2014!
Nominate her as a

25 Women will have their important work profi led in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala 
in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:__________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Sandwiches, fresh salads, falafel, etc.

718-832-3400
(between 7th and 8th streets)

www.istanbulparkny.com 

Please bring coupon. Expires Dec. 30, 2013

First-Time 
Customer

Second-Time 
Customer

next purchase

(depends on location)

Istanbul Park is glad to serve you 
Turkish & Mediterranean food in great portions!

Nature boy: Photographer Tom Bovo’s Brooklyn leaves are on 
display at his 440 Gallery exhibition, “Genius Loci.”
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* New Accounts and new money only. APY effective October 17, 2013. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. IRAs are not eligible. Funds cannot be transferred from 
an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. All offers are subject to change and termination without 
prior notice at any time. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written 
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Great rates like these don’t grow on trees.

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough  
to provide you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, rates like 
these won’t last forever.

For more information and to find out about our other great offers,  
visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit  
www.FlushingBank.com.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

$5,000 minimum deposit 

APY * 

$5,000 minimum deposit

AAAAAPY *Y1.20%
24-Month CD

$5,000 minimum deposit 

36-Month CD

$5,000 minimum deposit1.30%
APY * 

$5,000 minimum deposit $5,000 minimum deposit1.65%
48-Month CD

APY * 

Directed by Ed Healy

The Heights Players — Theater for the Community!

O N LY  T W O  W E E K E N D S  L E F T !  

November 8 through 17 
 

Ticket prices are $20 
$18 for seniors & under 18. Group rates are available. 

For reservations: 718-237-2752 or www.heightsplayers.org 
The Heights Players @ The John Bourne Theater 

26 Willow Place, Brooklyn Heights, NY 11201

Shop Our Closet is a resale boutique that buys and sells designer 
pre-owned and new items, for women and children. Schedule 
an appointment to sell your gently worn or new fall and winter 

clothing, handbags, shoes, jewelry and accessories.

Start cleaning out your closet and contact us today!

Website: www.shopourclosetnyc.com

STORE GRAND OPENING - SAVE THE DATE:  
Saturday November 9th

 

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

T
he site of the American Revolu-
tion’s first battle will host veter-
ans of modern American wars 

to share stories of their harrowing 
experiences — of fighting and of 
returning home.

Veterans of the United States cam-
paigns in Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghan-
istan will read their tales at an event 
called Writing War on Nov. 14 at the 
Old Stone House and the event’s or-
ganizer says that these will not be 

grandpa’s bottle-on-the-kitchen-ta-
ble war stories.

“The talent level in this group 
has been extremely high,” said Pe-
ter Catapano, an editor of the New 
York Times opinion section and the 
reading’s curator. 

Catapano started the blog “Home 
Fires” at the times in 2008, featur-
ing the writings of veterans reflect-
ing on their time at war. Since then, 
he’s seen copy go from humdrum to 
great, and claims he may one day 
unearth the next great war writer in 
the vein of Norman Mailer or Tim 
O’Brien.

“I’m starting to see the begin-
ning of a post war literary genera-
tion,” he said. 

In the beginning, though, many of 
those soldier-contributors were still 
on active duty and were simply writ-
ing guest columns about their views 

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

This is one exhibition where view-
ers will find no peace. 

“War/Photography: Images of 
Armed Conflict and Its Aftermath,” 
opening Nov. 8 at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum, features the work of 255 pho-
tographers chronicling the last 166 
years of combat around the globe. 

The 400 prints, portraits, books, and 
magazines that make up the massive 
exhibition are the result of a decade 
of research and they document every 
facet of war, beginning at recruitment 
and training and continuing through to 
battle, death, and destruction. Iconic 
images, including Joe Rosenthal’s Old 
Glory Goes Up on Mount Suribachi, 
Iwo Jima, share wall space with more 
contemporary and obscure works, such 
as Peter van Agtmael’s poignant snap-
shot of a veteran amputee crossing toy 
light sabers with his sons.

“There’s a lot of humanity in the 
show,” said Tricia Laughlin-Bloom, 
associate curator of exhibitions at the 
Brooklyn Museum. “It’s cross-cul-
tural, cross-generational, and highly 
significant, whatever your position 
toward war is.”

The show originated at the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, Houston, where, 
at nearly 500 pieces, it was an even 
bigger beast. In paring down the ma-
terials to fit the Brooklyn Museum, 
Laughlin-Bloom was keen on keep-
ing local talent on display.

“New York is a great center for 
photojournalism, so throughout the 
five boroughs, there’s a wealth of 
great photographers,” said Laugh-
lin-Bloom.

Brooklyn shutterbugs who have 
work in the show include Todd 

Heisler, Spencer Platt, Ron Haviv, 
and Carolyn Cole, said the curator. 
The work of Tim Hetherington, a 
Williamsburg war chronicler who 
was  killed in 2011 while on the job 
in Libya , will also be featured.

The museum will provide a variety 
of public programming throughout the 
exhibition’s three-month run, includ-
ing book signings, photographer talks, 
and film screenings. The show itself 
will also engage audiences with lo-
cal lens-masters and veterans through 
virtual question-and-answer sessions. 
iPads will be scattered throughout the 
exhibition space, and museum-goers 
will be able to ask documentarians and 
former soldiers questions via email 
and watch video clips of them dis-
cussing their work.

“There’s plenty of information in 
the show, but to invite conversation 
is something we often find new ways 
to do,” said Laughlin-Bloom. “We 
are really interested in trying to com-
municate with our audience.”

“War/Photography: Images of 
Armed Conflict and Its Aftermath” 
at the Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. near Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000, www.brooklynmuseum.
org], Nov. 8–Feb 2, 2014, $12 (sug-
gested). Admission is free for veter-
ans and their families. 

The words of warriors
Old Stone House to host soldier writers

It’s a shooting gallery
Museum shows war photos taken in the line of fi re 

Real metal jacket: (Pictured 
from top to bottom) A Marine 
drill sergeant gets in the face of 
a recruit at Parris Island, South 
Carolina in this 1970 photo-
graph. And a Rwandan mother 
and her daughters appear in 
2006 as part of the series “In-
tended Consequences.”
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The pen and the 
sword: Vietnam vet-
eran and author of 
“Brownstone Dreams” 
Kevin McPartland will 
read war-inspired storie 
at the Old Stone House 
on Nov. 14, for Brook-
lyn Reading Works’ 
popular annual Writ-
ing War event, which is 
timed to coincide with 
Veterans Day.P
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

ChipShop [129 Atlantic Ave., between Henry and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 855-7775, www.chipshopnyc.com]. Open Mon–Thu, 11:30 
am–11 pm; Fri, 11:30 am–midnight; Sat, 11 am–midnight; Sun, 11 am–11 pm.

on the country’s current mil-
itary involvement. But as 
they started coming home 
and became acclimated to 
civilian life, many with lit-
erary aspirations enrolled 
in school and started hon-
ing their craft, according to 
Catapano. Before long, their 
submissions started show-
ing promise, particularly 
those from Iraq War vet-
erans Maurice Decaul and 
Phil Klay, who both served 
in the Marines.

“Those guys started writ-
ing very in-depth literary 
memoir material and essays, 
as well as poems and fic-
tion,” Catapano said. “What 
they were giving to me, at 
that time, were these kind 

of literary personal essays 
that were just kind of at a 
higher level than stuff I had 
gotten before.”

Vietnam veteran and au-
thor of the self-published 
novel “Brownstone Dreams” 
Kevin McPartland will be 
the oldest author featured. 
He will read a story about a 
reckless sailor who meets his 
end in Vietnam, which is an-
thologized in the war collec-
tion, “Adventures in Hell.”

McPartland said that, 
following the bloodshed 
and boredom that took up 
18 months of his life, civil-
ians back home confused 
the men that fought in the 
ill-fated offensive for the 
men that started it. And he 
hopes his writing will help 
prevent that from ever hap-
pening again.

“The civilians of Amer-
ica, the population as a 

whole, should never do 
what they did to the Viet-
nam veterans again.” said 
McPartland, “They need to 
know that the war was not 
[the soldiers’] policy.”

The reading, which was 
started by Old Stone House 
director Louise Crawford, 
has become one of the his-
toric location’s most pop-
ular events, and one which 
brings out an unusual crowd 
for a literary event.

““Usually you get a lot of 
women,” said Crawford. “But 
with Writing War, you get a 
lot of guys.”

Brooklyn Reading Works 
presents Writing War at 
the Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195, 
www.theoldstonehouse.
org]. Fri, Nov. 14 at 8 pm. 
$5 suggested donation. 

WAR...
Continued from page 7

SENSORY ROOM: For chil-
dren with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder and their 
families. Space limited, 
fi rst come fi rst served. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am–12:30 pm and 
2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

BLOCK PARTY: Children of 
all ages have fun playing 
with big blocks and build-
ing imaginary castles. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am–12:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

FOR THE BIRDS: This month’s 
Subway Safari teaches chil-
dren about the birds that 
next in elevated subway 
trains. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am–
noon. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

OPEN ICE SKATING: Break 
out the blades and start 
practicing your jumps. $9 
($5 skate rental). 1–3:30 
pm. Abe Stark Ice Skating 
Rink [West 19th Street and 
the Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land, (718) 946–6536]. 

PROSPECT PARK ALLI-
ANCE BALL: Enjoy dinner, 
dancing, cocktails, and a 
sneak-preview of the rink, 
Lakeside. $60–$1,000. 6:30 
pm–midnight. Prospect 
Park’s Concert Grove (Park-
side and Ocean avenues in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens), 
www.prospectpark.org/
calendar/fundraisers/lake-
side-ball. 

COMEDY, GREG SESTERO 
AND THE COMIC GENIUS 
OF “THE ROOM”: The au-
thor discusses his book as 
part of the New York Com-
edy Festival. $15. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SUN, NOV. 10
FARMERS MARKET: Brought 

to you by Down to Earth. 
11 am–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Pier 6 (Atlantic 
Avenue and Furman Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), down-
toearthmarkets.com. 

MUSIC, CHAMBER MUSIC: 
Featuring Gregory Har-
rington on violin. Free. 
6 pm. Good Shepherd 
Church [Avenue S and 
Batchelder Street in Marine 
Park, (718) 998–2800]. 

MUSIC, THE BLOW: $17. 
8 pm. Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400], www.mu-
sichallofwilliamsburg.com. 

HOLISTIC HEALTHCARE TO 
BENEFIT DR. MUTULU 
SHAKUR: Choose from 
acupuncture, herb and 
supplement consultations, 
and massage in support of 
Dr. Shakur’s legal defense. 
$15–50 (suggested dona-

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

tion). 11 am–7 pm. Brook-
lyn Open Acupuncture (88 
S. Portland Ave. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Ful-
ton Street in Fort Greene), 
bit.ly/R3NVnF. 

SCREENWRITING WORK-
SHOP: Led by Raven 
Burnett. Free. 2 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, CREAGHEAD 
& COMPANY: Comedy 
night with Barry Rothbart, 
Nick Turner, and Mark 
Normand. $7. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

WASABASSCO’S NINTH AN-
NIVERSARY EXTRAVA-
GANZA: Night Two: The 
burlesque troupe cel-
ebrates with more than 30 
performers in two nights. 
$20. 8:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MON, NOV. 11
FALL GALA: Cocktail hour, 

silent auction, dinner, and 
performance to support 
the Bushwick Starr. Fol-
lowed by an after party at 
8:30 pm. $200 ($20 for the 
after party only). 6:30 pm. 
The Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Wyckoff 
and Irving avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwicks-
tarr.org.

ASK ME ANOTHER: A night 
of trivia, comedy, and 
music, with guest Jonathan 
Adler. $15 ($10 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

TUES, NOV. 12
READING, DANI SHAPIRO: 

Author of “Still Writing.” 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

READING, RANBIR SINGH 
SIDHU: The author of 
“Good Indian Girls.” With 
Lynne Tillman. Free. 7 
pm. Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

FILM, NEW YORK QUEER 
EXPERIMENTAL FILM 
FESTIVAL: Screening the 
latest in queer experi-
mental fi lm and previously 
unseen works from legend-
ary lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and other 
queer-identifi ed fi gures in 
avant-garde cinema. $13–
$20. 8 pm. MIX NYC (521 
Third Ave. between 12th 
and 13th streets in Gow-
anus), www.mixnyc.org/26/
installations. 

WED, NOV. 13
GREENMARKET: Featuring 

locally grown produce, 
cooking demonstrations, 
and family-friendly activi-
ties. Free. 8 am–4 pm. Bar-
clays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in 

Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclay-
scenter.com. 

INDIE MEDIA CAMP: Hear 
from the bloggers, editors, 
publishers, and market-
ing pros who’ll share their 
insights on everything 
from taking professional-
quality photos, to pricing 
sponsored content, to the 
best uses for Facebook 
and Twitter. $99–$150. 9 
am–6 pm. 501 Union (499 
Union St. near Bond Street 
in Gowanus), indiemedia-
camp.com. 

READING, TARA CONKLIN 
AND CHARLES DUBOW: 
Authors of “The House 
Girl” and “Indiscretion,” 
respectively. Free. 7 pm. 
Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Mil-
ton and Noble streets in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096], www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

MUSIC, MANCHESTER 
ORCHESTRA: With The 
Front Bottoms. $23 ($19.99 
in advance). 8 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent and 

Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

MUSIC, NATALIA ZUKER-
MAN, AG, RICHARD JU-
LIAN, ANNIE KEATING: 
$10. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

THURS, NOV. 14
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 8 

am–4 pm. Lutheran Medi-
cal Center [150 55th St. 
between First and Second 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(212) 828–3361], harvest-
homefm.org/index.php/
lutheran-market.  

FILM, “A BRICK”: Screening 
to support anarchist Jerry 
Koch, currently imprisoned 
for refusing to cooperate 
with an ongoing federal 
grand jury investigation. 
Free. 7–10 pm. The Base 
(1302 Myrtle Ave. at Stock-
holm Avenue in Bushwick), 
thebasebk.org. 

THEATER, “SMASHED: The 
Carrie Nation Story”: Pre-
sented by Opera on Tap. 
Free. 8 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

MUSIC, CAT POWER: $45 
($40 in advance). 11 pm. 
Brooklyn Masonic Temple 
(317 Clermont Ave. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.masonic-
boom.com. 

FRI, NOV. 15
FILM, SAVE THE WAVES 

FILM FESTIVAL: Screening 
documentary fi lms about 
ocean conservation and 
surfi ng, matched with live 
musical performances, 
athletes, activists, vision-
ary leaders and artists. 
$15. Gowanus Ballroom (55 
Ninth St. between Smith 
and Second Avenue in 
Gowanus), www.savethe-
waves.org/fi lmfestival. 

Confused by so many Medicare choices?

October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare 
plan for 2014. Don’t miss out! Come to one of our free Medicare Seminars. We’ll answer 
all of your questions and tell you what you need to do to take advantage of this time period.

East New York Teen Clinic United Senior Center of Sunset Park Woodhull Hospital

2094 Pitkin Avenue 
2nd Floor

November 12 
10:00AM – 3:00PM

475 53rd Street, #3
November 14 

9:00AM – 12:00PM

760 Broadway 
Conference Room #2

November 13 
10:00AM – 12:00PM

Community Board 7 Kings County Hospital Coney Island Hospital

4201 4th Avenue 
Meeting Room
November 15 

9:00AM – 12:00PM

451 Clarkson Avenue 
T Building Mezzanine

November 22 
9:00AM – 3:00PM

2601 Ocean Parkway 
Kane Auditorium, 2nd Floor

November 8 & 22 
9:00AM – 11:30AM

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number 
at 711 Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro 
Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 711. Lunes a viernes 
8AM – 8PM. MetroPlus is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special 
needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. H0423_MKT1201 File&Use 09022013

For additional locations 
near you, please call:

1 . 8 6 6 . 9 8 6 . 0 3 5 6
TTY Users: 711 • Hours of Operation: Mon. – Sat., 8am – 8pm

Relax. You have MetroPlus.
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“Life moves pretty fast. If you 
don’t stop and look around once in 
a while, you could miss it.”

In that spirit, The Brooklyn Pa-
per is proud to introduce “Go There 
Now,” a running feature highlight-
ing the borough’s best joints, dives, 
hidden gems, holes-in-the-wall, 

    

FREE 
WHITENING FOR 
NEW PATIENTS!

 

with EXAM, X-RAYS & CLEANING
PPO insured Patients and non-insured patients

Limited time offer*

Convenient Brooklyn Heights Location
RA F2 3 4 5

*Offer expires Monday, November 1st 

Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted, 
Medicaid  Accepted.

142 Joralemon St., Suite 6E 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.Brooklyndental.com 

For
 Non-insured 

Patients: 
Cleaning, X-rays 

& Exam just $178*
(normally $350)

Brooklyn’s Newest Boutique Hotel
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Easy Commute to Barclays Center, Queens Casino, Coney Island, NYC Aquarium, 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum (walking distance), Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Prospect 

Park/Park Slope, Downstate Medical Center, Williamsburg Restaurants, Shops & Nightlife

1420 Atlantic Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11216

718.771.2222

Grand Opening

N
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Hotel 
Luxe
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Amenities
FREE PARKING

FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

FREE WI-FI

HYPOALLERGENIC CARPET-FREE FLOORS

JACUZZI SUITES AVAILABLE

42” FLAT SCREEN TVs

LUXURIOUS ITALIAN LINENS

FOR DISCOUNT 
MENTION

PROMO CODE: 
NEWSPAPER

COBBLE HILL
SCHOOL OF AMERICAN STUDIES

OPEN HOUSE DATE:

November 13, 2013
from 5:00–6:30 pm

The Cobble Hill School of American Studies
347 Baltic Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.cobblehillhighschool.org

Proudly Invites You to Come Join Us 
at Our Open House

plan has one more bureau-
cratic hurdle to clear.

“I think they’re coming,” 
said Robert Perris, the dis-
trict manager for Commu-
nity Board 2, which deals 
with Downtown.

The board’s executive 
committee voted in favor of 
the potty plan Monday and 

contractors are on board, 
meaning that the only thing 
standing between the neigh-
borhood and a space-age uri-
nation station is the city’s pub-
lic design commission. 

From the outside, the loo 
looks like a souped-up public 
telephone booth. Inside, it is 
metallic like an airplane lava-
tory, but with a jailhouse touch 

man who Forbes ranks as  the 
world’s 69th richest  prove to 
be modest.

“The institution could in-
stead be named in honor of 
your parents, of course,” Be-
rall wrote.

Nurses he bounced the 
idea off of said that the new 
moniker loomed a little too 
large, and Berall agreed but 
remained committed to the 

not land-marked, but it falls 
within the Brooklyn Heights 
Historic District and preser-
vationists do not want to see 
it demolished.

Caruana first sparked out-
cry in 2012 when he  pro-
posed building apartments 
on the spot, sans cinema . He 
scrapped the idea, but even 
the newest design would sim-
ply rebuild the theater instead 
of saving the existing struc-
ture, which fans of historic 
construction say misses the 
point of preservation. 

“We would also like to see 
more effort put into keep-
ing the existing building in 
place by using new steel sup-
ports within the shell,” Wil-
liams said. “It seems useless 
to have ‘saved’ the 19th-cen-
tury structure and to then de-

molish and rebuild it.”
Theater operator Kenn 

Lowy, who is also a Com-
munity Board 2 member, tes-
tified in favor of the latest 
design. That panel approved 
both designs but district man-
ager Robert Perris said no de-
sign is likely to pass muster 
with the landmarks commis-
sion without keeping much 
of the cinema as is.

“It does not seem that 
some of the commissioners 
are okay with tearing down 
the existing building,” Per-
ris said. “That’s going to be 
a significant change to the 
final plan.”

Caruana has not revamped 
the plans yet, but when he does, 
he likely will need to get ap-
proval from the community 
board before testifying again 
in front of Landmarks.

which has  advocated against 
the expanded use of surveil-
lance cameras by police and 
corporations , said that it does 
not have a problem with this 
particular kind of filming. 
Chris Dunn, a lawyer with the 
group, said that it is the wide-
spread installation of secret 
cameras that his organization 
is worried about and that the 
arena’s camera boxes, which 
are marked with small police 
insignias, are akin to hav-
ing officers standing guard 

in those spots.
It is unclear who owns two 

other rooftop cameras — one 
atop a building at Flatbush 
Avenue near Dean Street and 
the other on a Fort Greene 
Place Office tower above 
the Atlantic Terminal Mall 
— whose lenses are trained 
on the arena that is the cen-
terpiece of the controversial 
Atlantic Yards development, 
but affixing such cameras 
to a building one owns is 
perfectly legal. A Barclays 
Center spokesman refused 

wife Piper, is taking over the 
business from retiring owner 
John Touhey. “We are losing 
the pizza, the Italian boot,” 
leaving Louisiana’s geo-
graphical footwear for in-
spiration, he said.

The Second Street eatery 
will close on Sunday, as first 
reported by the blog F’d in Park 
Slope, and should reopen in 
January as a yet-to-be-named 
establishment with a renovated 
dining room, an expanded bar, 
and a tweaked-but-familiar 
vibe that will downplay the 
place’s bright-colored sensi-
bility, Wandzilak said.

“It’s going to grow up a 
little bit away from the frol-
icking kid restaurant it has 
been,” he said. “But there will 
still be a place for kids.”

Touhey is bowing out to 
focus full-time on his day 
job as assistant principal 
at Downtown’s St. Joseph 
High School and said that 
he is sad to leave the busi-
ness that has become a com-
munity cornerstone, but glad 
to get some breathing room 
after all these years.

“I’ll miss it terribly but I 
have to move on,” he said. 

Touhey founded Two 
Boots with a fellow New 

and standbys that you should pa-
tronize today because they could 
be gone tomorrow. We do not have 
a crystal ball, but if a place is so 
Old Brooklyn that stopping in feels 
like stepping back in time, odds 
are that you should go there now, 
while you still can.

And if your favorite haunt stays 
open another century? Then give 
yourself a pat on the back, be-
cause you helped make it hap-
pen. But do not forget who first 

reminded you to stop and savor 
the egg creams.

Ferdinando’s Focacceria in 
Carroll Gardens is the focus of 
this week’s “Go There Now.”

From the food to the decor, this 
old-fashioned eatery on Union 
Street is a quintessential slice 
of Sicily.

Francesco Buffa, chef and 
owner of Ferdinando’s, took over 
the classic eatery from his father-
in-law more than 40 years ago and 

family photos spanning a century 
share wall space with pictures of It-
aly and statues of the Virgin Mary. 
Buffa credits the fact that nothing 
has changed since the restaurant 
opened in 1904 for its success.

“It’s the same recipes, the same 
location, and the same type of the 
food — even the place still looks 
the same,” said the 64-year-old 
Palermo native in a thick Ital-
ian accent. 

“If something don’t break, 

we don’t replace it.”
Ferdinando’s offers time-hon-

ored Sicilian favorites like the 
panelle special ($6), a sandwich 
of deep-fried chickpea flour frit-
ters topped with a hearty scoop 
of fresh ricotta and shredded 
pecorino Romano cheese, all 
served on a soft, homemade fo-
caccia bun.

“This is the only place in the 
United States — not even New 
York — that has this type of food,” 

said Buffa. “It’s old school; it’s 
traditional; it’s a landmark.”

Ferdinando’s also boasts the 
distinction of being the only 
Brooklyn restaurant with Man-
hattan Special on tap.

“Nobody does this,” said Buffa, 
who started offering fresh cups of 
the classic espresso coffee soda 
about 25 years ago. 

And we may be telling you to 
go there now, but Buffa says that 
he has no intention of closing any 

time soon. In fact, his 25-year-
old son David has been working 
at the restaurant for the past two 
years and has plans to take it over 
one day, Buffa says.

Ferndinando’s Focacceria 
[151 Union St. between Colum-
bia and Hicks streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 855–1545, www.
ferdinandosfocacceria.com]. 
Mon–Thurs 11 am–8pm, Fri–
Sat, 11 am–10 pm.

Continued from page 1
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— there is no toilet seat. Us-
ers get three sheets of toilet 
paper, a sink, and 15 minutes 
to do their business before the 
bathroom door pops open. For-
tunately for those performing 
private tasks that take a while, 
the computer sounds a three-
minute warning buzzer be-
fore exposing the privy’s as-
sets to the world.

Shoppers enjoying the 
Cadman Plaza farmers mar-
ket on Thursday were enthu-
siastic at the prospect of com-
muning with a communal 
commode on the commons 
and said that the quarter fee 
would not deter them from 
taking care of business.

“I think it should be free, 
but I understand charging for 
it,” said Mara Gittleman, a res-
ident of Prospect Heights. “Ei-
ther way, I think more public 
bathrooms, the better. There 
are only so many Starbucks 
that people can use.”

Some added that the time 
limit, which could be seen as 

a dystopian intrusion on hu-
manity’s most primal private 
time, serves a purpose. 

“I think it’s a good idea be-
cause some people might take 
up residence in there,” said 
Park Sloper David Olson.

The restroom hoses itself 
down for 90 seconds after ev-
ery use, using as much as four-
teen times the amount of water 
as a normal toilet flush.

Olson said he would only 
take advantage of the weird 
water closets in an emergency 
but that he sees the appeal.

“It’s sort of like an adven-
ture ride, I guess,” Olson said. 
“All that technology.”

The Department of Trans-
portation has been trying since 
2005 to install 20 of the futur-
istic facilities around the city, 
but has so far only put up three, 
including  one at Grand Army 
Plaza . Incredibly, the project 
has been on the city’s to-do 
list since a first self-cleaning 
toilet was installed as a test in 
City Hall Park in 1992.

Continued from page 1

TOILET...

to comment on those tap-
ing devices, but neighbors 
we spoke to say they do not 
mind having their every move 
recorded, though they wish 
more beat cops would actu-
ally patrol the streets. 

“The cameras are proba-
bly a good thing, but it won’t 
stop the crime from happen-
ing,” said longtime Prospect 
Heights resident Marie San-
koh. “If I saw more cops, that 
would be better.” 

Ameri said even though 
the home of the Brooklyn 
Nets is heavily surveilled, 
the surrounding area is quite 
safe. The top cop said that no 

violent crimes have been re-
ported outside the one-year-
old arena in nearly a year. 

The area’s outgoing coun-
cilwoman and soon-to-be city 
Public Advocate Letitia James 
is a longtime critic of the At-
lantic Yards project on issues 
including  aesthetics, construc-
tion wages,  and  street park-
ing , but she said that whether 
you like corporate and govern-
ment surveillance or not, Big 
Brother is a natural fit for the 
Barclays Center.

 “It’s not a question of 
good or bad — most arenas 
do have surveillance cam-
eras,” James said.

Continued from page 1
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Orleans lover near his home 
in Manhattan’s East Village 
in 1987, then moved to Park 
Slope and opened a second 
eatery two years later be-
cause friends demanded it, 
he said. (That very year, for-
mer Brooklyn Paper colum-
nist Louise Crawford got en-
gaged late one night at the 
East Village location.  Read 
her 2007 column  for a slice 
of a family life lived in the 
Park Slope spot.)

He brought on Piper as a 
waitress in 1991 and, by the 
mid-1990s she was helping 
to run the place and hired 
Andy as a cook.

In 1996, she married the 
new guy and the couple joined 
the club of Two Boots staffers 
who wound up wed, which has 

ample membership Touhey 
said. And all the while, his 
own tribe was growing up in 
the booths.

“We’ve literally raised two 
generations of kids there,” 
Touhey said. “My kids are 
having kids and bringing 
those kids there.”

The outgoing proprietor 
says that he will be a regular 
at the restaurant’s next itera-
tion, which he thinks will at-
tract a cool demographic that 
the place has long lacked.

“We were known as a fam-
ily place, which gave the im-
age that, if you were in your 
20s or 30s, it wasn’t such a 
hip place because of all those 
screaming kids around,” he 
said. “[The Wandzilaks] are 
going to let people know that 

it is a place for young adults 
and music people.”

The announcement of the 
closure spurred an outpour-
ing of support on the restau-
rant’s Facebook page.

“I’ve eaten in many 
fine restaurants, but none 
whose closing could sad-
den me more,” Andy Web-
ster wrote. “Thanks for the 
cherished memories.”

Touhey may be leaving the 
dining business, but the Two 
Boots name will live on in 
the Deep South pizzeria chain 
that his former partner spun 
off of the original. That busi-
ness now boasts 13 locations 
nationwide and has a new out-
let planned for Williamsburg 
in the next few month, ac-
cording to Touhey. 

Two Boots Brooklyn will 
have an informal send-off on 
Saturday night with weekend 
regular Jonny Meyers Trio.

Last days at Two Boots 
Brooklyn [514 Second St. 
(718) 419–3253, www.two-
bootsbrooklyn.com]. Sat, 
10 am–3:30 pm and 5 pm–
12 pm. Sun 10 am–3:30 pm 
and 5 pm–10:30 pm.

Continued from page 1
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LICH... plan as proposed.
Unfortunately for the arbi-

ter-turned-activist, the Nets 
honcho is not interested, ac-
cording to a spokesman for 
the Onexim Sports and Enter-
tainment holding company, 
which owns the team.

“[Onexim] is aware of 
the proposal and has al-
ready answered Dr. Berall 
directly that it is not inter-
ested at this time,” said Barry 
Baum, a spokesman for the 
Brooklyn Nets.

Other hospital advocates 

are sticking to closed-door ne-
gotiations as a way to choose 
a new operator for the health 
care facility that was supposed 
to be stripped from state hands 
by a  bombshell August ruling  
from Brooklyn Supreme Court 
Judge Carolyn Demarest but 
has remained under  governor 
appointee control  while the 
search for a willing manager 
has dragged on.

Berall has claimed that 
Brooklyn Hospital, Lu-
theran Hospital, and a Chi-
nese group of investors are 

in talks to take over the hos-
pital, but the two hospitals 
and hospital unions would 
not confirm that. In his let-
ter to Prokhorov, Berall de-
scribes the candidates as “less 
than impressive.”

Berall’s robed boss de-
clined to comment on the 
ombudsman’s latest initia-
tive, citing pending litiga-
tion over the shuttering saga, 
which  activists hope results 
in state officials being fined 
or even jailed for contempt 
of court .

Dr. Jon Berall: Nets 
owner Mikhail Prokho-
rov could save LICH.
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Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC. 2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

Please join us at a

BROOKLYN
PARLOR MEETING

FOR PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS AND PARENTS
FOR GRADE 9 ENTRY 2014

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 13

MEET OUR STUDENTS, 
FACULTY AND 

ADMINISTRATORS

This is a great opportunity to ask about our:
Academic approach
Advisory programs

Personalized class schedules
Co-curricular activities

Commuting options
Chesed programs and fun!

For details and venue contact us at 
admissions@ramaz.org or 212-774-8093

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

I am raising my children 
in New York City so that 
they will understand hu-

mankind, so that they might 
walk down the street and see 
two men kissing, or a woman 
in a burka, or a girl with an 
Afro, or people with pierced 
lips and tattoos, and not have 
to point and snicker at the 
differences that might else-
where separate people. I want 
them to understand that un-
derneath all the exterior pack-
aging, we’re all essentially 
the same.

But in my joy over the 
varied breeds of Brooklyn, 
the foreign languages spo-
ken, the accepted homosex-
uality, the many mixed-race 
kids, I sometimes forget to 
teach my kids that there is 
still sensitivities over differ-
ences. Much as people might 
want to stand out with their 
purple hair or (like me) many 
necklaces, there is always 
a part of us — adults and 
kids alike — that just wants 
to fit in.

Recently, a somewhat 
embarrassing (to me) inci-
dent at school with one of 
my kids made me realize 
that in the interest of push-
ing the “we’re all the same” 
agenda, I maybe haven’t done 
enough to point out the cru-
cial sensitivity required in 
situations where someone 

could be singled out for be-
ing different.

This lesson of political 
correctness is difficult to 
teach and even harder to 
learn. You never know when 
a little joke about someone’s 
nose or hair or manner of 
speaking can make them 
feel isolated and alone. It is 
hard to make sure that your 
blase comment won’t blast 
another individual into that 
little lonely space capsule in 
their mind that says “no one 
is just like me.”

Growing up Jewish in Tuc-
son, Arizona, I had plenty of 
moments when people made 
little, seemingly innocuous 
comments that made me feel 
like I was standing there with 
horns. My Catholic friend, 
who went to church every 
Sunday with hordes of other 
kids from our school, always 
rolled her eyes when I got up-
set over silly ribs like “Are 
you going to Jew ’em down?” 
to ask me about bargaining; 
or when people hammed up 

the hard “CH” sound in some 
spellings of “Chanukah,” as 
if only a Jew could really 
do it.

She wondered why I had 
to be so sensitive, and I’d try 
to explain, but  how could I? 
I wanted to be the same as 
everyone else, not to have to 
wait around Sunday morn-
ings for my friends to get 
home from church as I sat 
flipping channels through 
the sermons playing on my 
cable-less three-channel TV. 
I wanted an Easter basket 
and a Christmas tree. I didn’t 
want to explain why I fasted 
on Yom Kippur and have peo-
ple look at me like an alien 
with three heads.

I still hate that “Who are 
you?” look. From an adult 
perspective I can see the mer-
its of standing out and being 
more unique, but I can still 
feel quite keenly the issues 
that it raises.

In hindsight, I should have 
explained my religion more 
to my Christian friends, and 

Love for the melting pot
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

posal,” the e-mail said. 
The last-minute reversal 

followed a month of opposi-
tion from parents, teachers, 
elected officials, and neigh-
borhood school representa-
tives, including a 300-per-
son protest at the only public 
hearing on the third school 
proposal. Opponents of the 
idea said it would crowd out 
valuable elective classes and 
extracurricular activities 
and hailed the latest deci-
sion as proof of strength in 
numbers.

“It’s nice to know that, 
from time to time, you can 
fight City Hall and win,” said 
District 14 Community Edu-
cation Council President Tesa 
Wilson, who called the edu-
cation department racist and 
said it would not have pro-
posed such a plan in a ma-
jority-white school. 

City officials said the out-
cry made them take the tri-
ple-decker idea out of the 
running, for now. 

“As with all proposals, 
we sought out and listened 
to feedback from the com-
munity,” said education de-
partment spokesman Harry 
Hartfield. “As a result, we 
decided not to co-locate a 
new district middle school in 
the building at this time and 
withdrew our proposal.”

But the plan may be dead 
for good if mayor-elect Bill 
DeBlasio, who was voted into 
office on Tuesday, sticks to 
his campaign script. De-
Blasio, who beat Republi-
can opponent Joe Lhota by  
a nearly 3–1 margin, has 
proposed a citywide mora-
torium on the school squeez-
ing that has been  a trademark 
of Bloomberg’s administra-
tion . The Panel for Educa-
tional Policy is comprised of 
13 members, eight of whom 
are mayor-appointed, while 
the rest are selected for their 
seats by each of the five bor-
ough presidents.

To head off a repeat of 
the education department’s 
finding that the Williams-
burg school building is under-
used, activists there are now 
working to come up with sug-
gestions for how to grow the 
two schools. So far, they have 
come up with creating a gifted 
and talented program, adding 
language programs, and cre-
ating an adult education cur-
riculum, but such programs 
would depend on increased 
funding from the city.

“We want to find ways to 
grow this school and make it 
more appealing,” said Rob-
ert Burstein, an English as 
a Second Language teacher 
at PS 196.

been proud of my heritage, 
and had people over for Ha-
nukkah and laughed at their 
poor pronunciation.

But it was hard to make 
myself feel a part of things 
if people always pointed out 
how I was separate. This is 
what I have to try to explain. 
I have to remind my boys 
about the sensitivities people 
have and how they have to 
be cognizant of them. It is a 
fine line, of course, since in 
pointing out differences we 
can often mistakenly create 
unnecessary divides. I walk 
that line so often with my 

many friends, hoping they 
have a sense of humor when 
I poke fun at language mis-
takes, and keeping my own 
sense of humor when they 
poke fun at America’s many 
foibles. 

The common denomina-
tor, of course, is our human-
ity, and our great capacity 
for understanding one an-
other, if we try. And that is 
what I have to remind my 
kids and myself: just try to 
understand what it’s like to 
be someone else, and how 
what you say and do might 
affect them. 

Continued from page 1
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CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, and 
entertainment, plus our original 
columnists, cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones coverage 
in a convenient package. 
It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

BrooklynPaper.com

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.
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By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11
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