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Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

They fought for their rights 
— and partied.

The  Amnesty International 
Human Rights Concert  packed 
the Barclays Center with do-
gooder pop stars and the fans 
who love them last Wednesday 
night. Lauryn Hill, Blondie, 
and the Flaming Lips were just 
a few of the big names who 
rocked out. One performer 
who attended art school in New 
York opined that the show’s or-
ganizers could not have picked 
a better spot.

“I think Brooklyn has al-
ways been a little rebellious 
to the neighborhood across the 
river,” said Isaac Slade, lead 
singer of the Denver rock band 
The Fray, which performed a 
handful of earnest hits, includ-
ing the smash “How to Save 
a Life.” 

Another vocalist echoed the 
sentiment, arguing that the bor-
ough should serve as a model 
for the rest of the country.

“This is a hub of forward 
thinking,” said Dan Reynolds, 

‘Riot’ at Barclays human rights concert

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Bushwick will not reach the 
heights developers hope it will, 
if one freshman councilman gets 
his way.

Councilman Antonio Rey-
noso (D–Williamsburg)  said 
shortly after taking office that 
he would make fighting gentri-
fication top priority   — and it ap-
pears he meant it. The new pol-
itician on the block is working 

KEEP IT DOWN!
Pol wants to freeze upward building in Bushwick

on a proposal to rezone parts of 
the rapidly gentrifying neighbor-
hood to make it harder to build 
massive towers. 

“I intend on implementing 
the rezoning as a means to pre-
serve the character of the neigh-
borhood,” said Reynoso. 

Reynoso said he believes 
special, low-zoned areas could 
help keep the neighborhood from 
suffering from the same kind of 
dramatic gentrification that has 

gripped Williamsburg in recent 
years. 

His district contains the sixth- 
and 25th-fastest gentrifying zip 
codes in the nation, according to 
census data (two others in the top 
25 are in neighboring Bedford-
Stuyvesant). 

The average Bushwick two-
bedroom now rents for $2,161, up 
nearly $500 from last year, the 
highest increase of any Brooklyn 

Antonio Reynoso

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

Lauryn Hill killed the Barclays Center crowd softly at Amnesty International’s protest 
blowout.
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Rock — and revolt

Maria Alekhina, left, and Nadya Tolokonnikova want 
Brooklyn to boo the Winter Olympics.
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By Nichelle Henry
for The Brooklyn Paper

A train buff’s longtime 
dream of restoring street-
cars to Red Hook went even 
further off the rails this past 
weekend when three of his 
beloved carriages went miss-
ing.

The owner of the lot be-
hind Fairway Market that 
was home to the three rust-
ing streetcars for the past de-
cade had them put on flatbed 

trailers and hauled away to a 
train museum in Connecticut 
on Sunday. The removal put 
a wrench in the plans of the 
rail buff behind the scheme 
to bring back the neigh-
borhoods’ on-street tran-
sit network. Worse still, the 
dreamer says he is the right-
ful owner of the cars and the 
donation amounted to grand 
theft locomotive.

“I was in a state of com-
plete shock,” said Bob Dia-

mond, president of the His-
toric Railways Association. 
“We were trying to fix them 
up since after Hurricane 
Sandy.”

Diamond has stored the 
relics for more than a decade 
in the lot owned by the O’ 
Connell Organization, a de-
veloper, he said. But the com-
pany apparently felt enough 
of a sense of ownership over 
the old buggies to feel com-

Trolley dodged
Red Hook streetcars whisked away, 
sending this rail buff off the tracks

STARDATE: 91708.39

An emotional moment. 
Proper Friday fish, chips, and 
mushy peas — in Brooklyn!

— twitter.com/SirPatStew

 In this epi-
sode, our hero-
ic Captain, Sir 
Patrick Stewart 
— a resident 
of Park Slope 
who famously 
played Jean-
Luc Picard on 
“Star Trek: The 
Next Genera-
tion” — returns to his homeland 
and enjoys his favorite terrestrial 
meal at a local chip shop.
 On the next episode: whatever 
Sir Patrick Stewart tweets about.

CAP’N’S
LOG
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It could be the end of the blue-
stone era around Borough Hall.

The Parks Department wants 
to give Downtown’s Columbus 
Park an $11-million granite make-
over to replace the broken blue-
stone tiles that have been tripping 
up Brooklynites for years. Offi-

cials are pleased as punch about 
the plan. That is one way of put-
ting it, anyway.

“We’re tickled pink by this 
project,” said Kevin Jeffrey, the 
parks department’s Brooklyn 
commissioner, at a Community 
Board 2 committee meeting on 
Monday night. “It’s a long-awaited 
solution.”

The parks department is pitch-
ing the overhaul, with the mayor’s 
office expected to foot the bill. 
The plan has the plaza’s classic but 
crumbling two-inch-thick blue-
stone slabs being replaced with 
thicker, three-inch gray granite 
tiles, buttressed by a six-inch layer 
of reinforced concrete underneath. 

D’town’s wish is granite
Bluestones getting the boot at Borough Hall

Walking around Borough 
Hall has long been a hazard.
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frontman of the anthemic rock 
band Imagine Dragons. “I have 
met more people in this area with 
open minds than maybe anywhere 
else in the U.S.”

Serial boundary-pusher Ma-
donna was also in the house and 
took a moment ahead of the con-

cert to introduce two recently 
freed former members of the pro-
test-punk band Pussy Riot, whose 
visit to Brooklyn an Orthodox 
Russian priest from Bensonhurst 
famously  called “satanic.”  Nadia 
Tolokonnikova and Maria Aly-
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Bob Diamond stands with one of his 
precious streetcars back in 1999.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Where there is no smoke, there are 
vaporizers.

A new haven for electronic cigarette 
smokers and enthusiasts of vaporiz-
ers, a device once reserved for odor-
less marijuana toking that has now be-
come popular for nicotine hobbyists, 
opened on Feb. 7 in Crown Heights. 
Dedicated addicts of the tobacco-de-
rived chemical turned out in droves 
for the opening.

“Finally we have a nice vape shop 
here in New York,” said Dmitriy Katev, 
who traveled all the way from Staten 
Island for the occasion.

MoVape, located on Bedford Av-
enue between Saint Marks Avenue 
and Prospect Place, sells middle- to 

high-end vaporizing gear, focusing 
on enthusiasts rather than casual us-
ers. The merchandise is more elabo-
rate and expensive than the electronic 
cigarettes sold in many convenience 
stores. 

“They’re beautifully made and pro-
fessionally machined,” said Adam 
Schwartz, the store manager. “We 
attract only the most zealous types 
of users.”

The kits range in price from $30 

New store in Crown Heights sells 
high-end electronic cigarettes

Getting the vapors

Dmitriy Katev of Staten Island puffs on his pipe-shaped vaporizer 
while Jeff Moody contemplates his next breath.
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WE PUT THE VAPORS 
TO THE TEST 

SEE PAGE 12

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The state’s marquee Brooklyn hospi-
tal could go down with the sinking ship 
that is Long Island College Hospital, 
politicians, union bigs, and community 
leaders warned 
at a meeting on 
Feb. 6.

The state 
has spent the 
last year trying 
to close and sell 
off Long Island 
College Hospi-
tal, but the pro-
cess has been 
tied up in legal 
battles while the state has pled poverty, 
claiming that running the facility is a 
money pit that endangers the opera-
tion of its main Kings County inter-
est, the State University of New York 

Another hospital at risk
Pols say SUNY Downstate could follow LICH’s path

SUNY Downstate Medical Center in East Flatbush could join Long 
Island College Hospital on the brink of closure, but Public Advo-
cate Letitia James says the Cobble Hill facility is not to blame.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It is Brooklyn’s Betty Ford 
Center.

Red Hook could be get-
ting a high-end drug rehabil-
itation center called the Ur-
ban Recovery House, where 
patients would pay as much as 
$50,000 for a 28-day stay just 
steps from the muddy banks of 
New York Harbor. Such a proj-
ect is long overdue, according 
to the guys putting their money 

behind the venture.
“We expect high-net-worth 

individuals and families,” said 
Michael Mosberg, one of Urban 
Recovery’s backers. “There’s a 
glaring deficiency in New York 
for this kind of facility.”

The center, which owners 
hope will open in 2016, will 
offer live-in patients such ad-
diction-combatting treatments 
as yoga, acupuncture, and mu-
sic therapy and will not accept 
health insurance or govern-
ment assistance money. The 

pitch led one Red Hooker to 
question exactly who it is in-
tended to serve.

“Are we talking about av-
erage people?” asked Robert 
Berrios, spokesman for Vis-
itation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church. “Or are we talk-
ing about Justin Bieber?”

The rehab clinic is planned 
for the corner of Richards and 
Van Dyke streets and would in-
clude 30 beds in a five-story 
building. The ground floor 
would be reserved for park-

ing as a way of protecting from 
floods.

Neighbors were freaked out 
about the prospect of the place 
being a methadone clinic, having 
bid multiple fill-in-fix centers 
good riddance in years past.

“It was like ‘Dawn of the 
Dead’ with people walking 
around the neighborhood,” 
said John McGettrick, Red 
Hook Civic Association co-
chairman, about the scene on 
the streets outside the heroin-

Re-habitat for rich humanity
Red Hook could get a deluxe drug rehab center in 2016

Michael Mosberg wants 
to open an upscale rehab 
facility in Red Hook.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

FREE 
SEMINAR

2.27.14
FROM 8:30-10:30AM

ON THURSDAY Brooklyn, NY: Seminar 
Geared to Business 
Owners & Marketing 
Managers To Enhance 
Your Online Visibility

SOCIAL 
MEDIA SEO& FREE 

registration by Feb. 17

347.512.1050
Reserve your spot

Limited seating
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g Top ways to 
market online

1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl. Brooklyn, NY  digitalsolutions@cnglocal.comPRESENTED BY A News Corporation
Company

See BUSHWICK  on page 13

See TROLLEY  on page 13

See ROCK  on page 14

See SUNY  on page 6

See REHAB  on page 12See VAPORS  on page 12

See GRANITE  on page 14
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It is too bad that the Nets 
are largely depleted of draft 
picks in the years to come, 
because if 2013’s first-round 
pick is any indication, gen-
eral manager Billy King 
really has an eye for young 
talent.

On a day remembered for 
the acquisition of Kevin Gar-
nett, Paul Pierce, and Jason 
Terry, there is a lesser-known 
Net who has been paying div-
idends.

First-round pick Mason 
Plumlee has been a pleas-
ant surprise, providing valu-
able minutes off the bench. 
Thought to be a work-in-
progress when drafted, and 
perhaps even a D-League 
player, Plumlee has been cru-
cial in filling the shoes of the 
injured Brook Lopez.

At the beginning of the 
season, this column didn’t see 
him making the team playing 
behind the stacked frontcourt 
of Lopez, Garnett, Blatche, 

It is time for Brooklyn to 
show up Sir Charles.

That’s right: Charles Bark-
ley, the reigning king of late-
night NBA brogramming™, 
held forth on the Nets’ recent 
success, claiming that it was 
the team’s Eastern Confer-
ence competition that made 
it good, not its players.

“Listen, the Nets stink, 
man,” Barkley reportedly 
said during a conference 
call promoting TNT’s cov-
erage of this weekend’s All-
Star events. “They’re beating 
up on a bunch of ugly chicks 
in the Eastern Conference. 
Don’t act like they have a 
good team, stop it.”

A draft pick that delivers

Big mouth could motivate

B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Evans, and even Teletovic. 
But through injuries, off-
nights, missed games, not 
earning coach’s trust, Plum-
lee has been able to make an 
impact of late.

In Sunday night’s victory 

over the Pelicans, Plumlee 
notched career-highs in 
points and rebounds with 22 
and 13, respectively. And he 
more than held his own defen-
sively against fellow young 
frontcourt sensation Anthony 

Davis, the former number-
one overall pick and an All-
Star this season.

It has not been all highs 
for Plumlee this year.

He did not see much court 
time in January and failed to 
log any minutes in six con-
tests as the Nets transitioned 
to a much smaller lineup with 
some success. However, Feb-
ruary has been a different 
story for Plumlee who is scor-
ing just above 10 points per 
game in just under 20 min-
utes of action through six 
games.  

It is certainly too early 
to make any declarations 
on Plumlee’s career, but he 
has showed some signs of 
promise for the future, which 
should be more than enough 
to get Billy King excited.  

If only he could have held 
on to some of those draft 
picks, who knows how many 
more Plumlees he could have 
found. 

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

First-round pick Mason Plumlee is starting to pay 
dividends.
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Boom. Gauntlet thrown.
Sure, the Nets’ 13–5 re-

cord since the new year 
started has included a win 
over the defending champion 
Miami Heat and a one-point 
loss to the East-leading In-
diana Pacers.

But since that doesn’t mat-

ter to Barkley, let’s look at 
what these new-look Nets 
have done against teams 
from the superior Western 
Conference: a win (and a 
loss) against the West-leading 
Oklahoma City Thunder, as 
well as wins over the Dallas 
Mavericks and Golden State 
Warriors, who would make 
the playoffs if they were held 
today. That’s ignoring a win 
against the defending West-
ern Conference champions, 
San Antonio, since the Spurs 
were without their stars.

But instead of quibbling 
over the recent strength of 
schedule, the Nets have a per-
fect opportunity to shut up 
the “Round Mound of Re-
bound.”

Once this weekend’s All-
Star hoopla is over, Brooklyn 
will head west for its longest 
road trip of the year.

Up until now, the most 

games the Nets have played 
consecutively on the road 
is three. Starting Feb. 19 
in Utah, the upcoming six-
game odyssey will provide 
rare insight into the team’s 
resolve. It includes a matchup 
with the third-best team in 
the Western Conference, the 
Portland Trail Blazers, who 
whipped the Nets by 20 here 
in November. 

Barkley’s comments are 
the kind of bulletin-board 
material that can light a fire 
under a team. Hopefully, Nets 
Coach Jason Kidd can keep 
them ringing in his players’ 
ears these next two weeks, 
motivating his squad to make 
a statement out West.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

After Barkley blasts the Nets, team can shut him up

Basketball Hall of Famer 
Charles Barkley on the 
Nets: They stink!
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Find charter schools  
in your community and apply 

by April 1 at  
CharterNYC.org

      It’s easy to 
apply to charter
                  schools!  

More than 100 charter schools  
in NYC accept the Common Online 
Charter School Application.  Fill 
out one easy form and submit it to 
participating charter schools. 

Charter schools are free, public 
schools that prepare students for 
college and a career.

WHAT AM I GOING 
TO DO WITH  

ALL THIS STUFF?

Have your personal property 
professionally appraised.

We can help you decide what 
to keep, what to sell, how to 

sell it or just get rid of it.

Carter Appraisal Associates, Inc.

carter@valuist.com

I was recently diagnosed with 
chronic hepatitis C. How does one 
even get this disease? I’ve heard 
that there have recently been 
some major advances in treat-
ments against hepatitis C. Can you 
tell me more about them?

What you have heard is true: in the 
fight against hepatitis C, there have 
been some major breakthroughs in 
the past few months, and there look 
to be more in the year ahead.

The hepatitis C virus (HCV) affects 
the liver, and is commonly spread by 
injecting drugs with shared needles, 
sharing razors and toothbrushes, get-
ting tattoos or body piercings with 
tools that are not sterile, being born 
to a mother with HCV or getting a 
blood transfusion or transplant prior 
to 1992, before donated blood was 
tested for hepatitis C. HCV may not be 
diagnosed for years, because it often 
has no symptoms at first. The symp-
toms of HCV may include yellowing 
of the skin or eyes (jaundice), loss of 
appetite, nausea, vomiting, pain and 
extreme fatigue. By the time those 
symptoms emerge, hepatitis C may al-
ready have caused damage and scar-

ring (cirrhosis) to a patient’s liver.
HCV impacts as many as four mil-

lion Americans, and also increases the 
risk of liver cancer and liver failure. 
The danger of leaving hepatitis C un-
treated is so great that, beginning this 
April, New York State health profes-
sionals will be required to recommend 
that all “baby boomers” (those born 
between 1945 and 1965) have a blood 
test for HCV.

The good news is that the new treat-
ments, in the form of oral medication 
regimens, appear to be a true leap for-
ward, enabling hepatitis C patients to 
overcome their disease, while avoiding 
the side effects of previous hepatitis C 
treatments. Most important, the cure 
rate for patients may be well above 
90 percent across all six genotypes of 
HCV.

No single medication is a “magic 
bullet.” A combination treatment regi-
men for an individual with hepatitis C 
must be devised very carefully to offer 
the greatest chance for a successful, 
cost-effective cure. But this is truly a 
breakthrough moment, and an op-
portunity to provide a real cure for a 
disease that affects so many.

By Smruti Mohanty, M.D., Director of the Center for Liver Diseases 
New York Methodist Hospital

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook
A star-crossed lady whaled 

on a mourner outside a fu-
neral home on Court Street 
on Feb. 7, cops said.

The 57-year-old victim 
told police she was leav-
ing a funeral service near 
Sackett Street around 9:15 
pm when the 43-year-old as-
sailant came up to her, yelled, 
“Are you still with him?” and 
hit her several times in the 
head and upper body, knock-
ing her over.

The suspect was wearing 
black cowboy boots and an 
overcoat, cops said.

Lovelorn lady mauls mourner at funeral
Frenemies

A meanie was arrested 
for assaulting his friend in 
an apartment complex on 
Columbia Street on Feb. 4, 
cops said.

The 43-year-old jerk vis-
ited the victim’s digs near De-
graw Street around 1:40 pm 
and demanded money, cops 
said. The victim refused, at 
which point the bully threw 
him on the bed. The victim 
tried to defend himself with 
a pocket knife, but the sus-
pect snatched it away, sup-
posedly yelling, “If you fight 
me, you better kill me!”

Cops later cuffed the 
friend-turned-foe, who 
they say had a crack pipe 
on him.

Hit and run
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say punched another fel-
low in the face on Richards 
Street on Feb. 8, cops said.

The men were arguing 
near Hamilton Street around 
2:15 pm when the 35-year-old 
walloped the victim, accord-
ing to a sergeant. The bruiser, 
who was found with a knife, 
was charged with criminal 
possession of a weapon and 
assault, cops said.

No child’s play
Police arrested two teens 

who they say stole a wom-
an’s iPhone on Fourth Place 
on Feb. 4.

The 60-year-old victim 
was near Smith Street on her 
way to pick up her child from 
school around 2:45 pm when 
a terrible trio approached her 
from behind, snatched her iP-
hone, and fled, cops said.

Two of the thieves — both 
16 years old — were arrested, 
but the third remains at large, 
cops said.

Back to reality
A crook ransacked a wom-

an’s apartment on Union 
Street on Feb. 4, cops said.

The 44-year-old woman 
left her digs near Colum-
bia Street at 11:58 am and, 
when she returned at 7:30 pm, 
she started to watch televi-
sion, police reported.After 
about an hour, she realized 
that someone had broken into 
the apartment while she was 
gone and taken her HP lap-
top, engagement ring, cal-
culator, silver link bracelets, 
and about 16 valuables, in-
cluding $500 in cash, accord-
ing to authorities. The crim-
inal could have entered the 
apartment through the fire 
escape, cops said.

Scarfed up
A fashion plate stole a 

scarf from a boutique on 
Smith Street on Feb. 7, cops 
said.

The crook took off with 
the cashmere shawl from 
the shop near Butler Street 
around 4:30 pm, according 
to a 40-year-old worker. 
 — Megan Riesz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Hammer time
A terrible trio attacked and 

robbed two men with a mallet 
and a gun on 90th Street on 
Dec. 9, police reported.

The victims said they were 
near Gelston Avenue on their 
way home at 2:30 am when 
the threatening threesome 
came up behind them.

“Give me your f------ 
money!” one of the lowlifes 
supposedly yelled.

Another one of the goons 
then pulled out a hammer and 
struck one of the men over 
the skull, cops said. The first 
tough then pulled a gun and 
ordered the two of them to 
drop to the ground. The men 
complied, and the third goon 
went through their pockets 
and stole a cellphone, wal-
let, debit card, and $200 in 
cash.

Knife watch
A mugger stole a pricey 

timepiece at knifepoint from 
a man on 69th Street on Feb. 
3, according to cops.

The victim reported that 
he was near 13th Avenue at 
1:30 am when he felt the tip 
of a knife in his back.

“Give me your money,” 
a voice behind him suppos-
edly demanded.

The victim surrendered 
his Breitling watch and $100 
in cash, cops said.

Apple grove
A crook swiped a pair 

of iProducts and a wad of 
cash from a 65th Street 
home on Feb. 7, authorities 
reported.

The victim told cops that 
she left her house between 
13th and 14th avenues at 9:25 
am. When she returned at 1 
pm, she discovered her iP-
hone and iPad, $3,000 in 
cash, and her jewelry all 
gone, police said.

White-out
A trio of chiselers tried 

to clean out a 68th Street 
man on Feb. 4 but wound 
up getting chased out of his 
home empty-handed, police 
stated.

The would-be victim said 
he was shoveling out in front 
of his house between Ridge 
Boulevard and Colonial Road 
at 1:55 pm, when the first 
swindler came up to him 
and said he was with the 
water company and needed 
to check the pipes for signs 
of freezing 

The homeowner led him 
into the basement, but soon 
heard footsteps upstairs, cops 
said. The mark ran into his 
room to find two con artists 
rifling through his things, but 
chased them and their com-
rade out before they could 
grab any loot, according to 
police. 
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Hush
A group of would-be rob-

bers ran out of an Eckford 
Street home empty-handed 
on Feb. 3 when the tenant 
wouldn’t stop screaming, 
cops said.

The victim told police she 
was asleep in her home be-
tween Driggs Avenue and 
Nassau Avenue at 2:30 am 
when she heard banging 
noises coming from down-
stairs. She went down to 
check it out and four or five 
armed goons burst through 
her door, she said.

“Give me the money and 
the cellphone,” one of the in-
truders purportedly said.

The woman started 
screaming, one of the in-
vaders ran into her bedroom 
and threw her mattress onto 
the floor, and, when she still 
would not stop screaming, all 
of them ran out of the apart-
ment without stealing any-
thing, police said.

Wrestlemania
A ruffian choked a man 

from behind on Berry Street 
on Feb. 8 before stealing his 
property, according to a po-
lice report.

The victim reported he 
was at the corner of N. Ninth 
Street at 3 am when the fiend 
ran up behind him and put 

him in a headlock. The poor 
guy fell to the ground and 
passed out, cops said.

When he woke up, his cell-
phone, passport, wallet, and 
credit cards were gone, po-
lice stated. The victim told 
officers that he was drunk 
at the time.

Wheel and meal
A pair of robbers stole 

the bicycle and food from 
a delivery guy on Roebling 
Street on Feb. 9, according 
to police.

The victim said he was rid-
ing his bike near the corner of 
N. Eighth Street at 10:30 pm 
when a young tough stopped 
him and asked him what was 
in the basket.

The food courier told the 
robber that he had eats in the 
basket, then another goon 
with a knife came up next 
to him and one grabbed the 
bike while the other took the 
food, police said.

Blade runner
A villain held up a woman 

at knifepoint as she was en-
tering her home on Jackson 
Street on Feb. 9, and stole 
her stuff, cops said.

The victim said she felt a 
knife to her back as she was 
outside the front door of her 
apartment between Graham 
Avenue and Humboldt Street 
at 4:15 pm.

“Give me your stuff,” 
the lowlife supposedly de-
manded.

The woman turned over 
her iPhone and cash and the 
man scrammed, cops said.

In his cup
Police cuffed a maniac who 

they say drunkenly tried to 
force his way into a Frank-
lin Street building on Feb. 9 
— and then kicked a cop in 
the crotch when he tried to 
arrest him.

The 29-year-old man was 
intoxicated and trying to get 
into an abode between Green 
and Freeman streets at 1:30 
am, police said.

“Let me in!” he supposedly 
screamed as he tried to open all 
of the doors in the house.

When the cops arrived, 
the 21-year-old wild man al-
legedly started kicking at them, 
landing a boot in one officer’s 
crotch. The suspect was ar-
rested and charged with bur-
glary and resisting arrest.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Free delivery
A trio of crooks robbed a 

Chinese-restaurant delivery 
man on Flushing Avenue on 

Feb. 9, stealing his cash and 
his food, cops said.

The victim told police that 
he was bringing the eats to 
an apartment house between 
Bushwick Avenue and Hum-
boldt Street at 7:35 pm. When 
he hopped off his bike, the 
three robbers surrounded him 
and demanded cash, police 
reported.

“Don’t move. Give me the 
money,” one of them suppos-
edly said.

The victim handed the 
brutes about $15, but that 
was not enough to satiate 
them, cops said. Two of the 
goons went through his pock-
ets and stole the $400 in his 
right, front pocket, then the 
crew added insult to injury 
by stealing his edible cargo, 
police said.

Vultures
Two opportunistic thieves 

stole a woman’s purse after 
she accidentally dropped it 
while walking on Powers 
Street on Feb. 8, cops said.

The victim reported she 
was at the corner of Bush-
wick Avenue at 3:50 pm when 
she accidentally dropped her 
purse. She did not realize her 
error until she got to the other 
side of the street and, when 
she turned around, she saw 
two guys grab it and run off, 
police stated.

Camera bagged
Someone stole a woman’s 

Canon 7D camera when she 
left it unattended at a Metro-
politan Avenue bar on Feb. 
7, cops said.

The victim said she left 
her camera under her coat 
while she went to the bath-
room of the bar between Bus-
wick Avenue and Orient Av-
enue at midnight.

When she came back, she 
saw that her camera, as well 
as a case and SD card was 
missing, she said. Instead 
of calling police and mak-
ing a report she had a few 
more drinks, according to 
authorities.

Land sharks
Two men posing as wash-

ing-machine repairmen 
raided a man’s Wythe Ave-
nue apartment on Feb. 1 and 
stole his cash, police said.

The victim said he an-
swered his door at the cor-
ner of Ross Street around 
7:30 pm and the guys asked 
if he wanted his laundry gear 
fixed. He opened up and the 
invaders kicked him and 
punched him in the head, 
grabbed $300 cash, and ran 
away, authorities stated. 
 — Danielle Furfaro

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 125 Broad Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10004  •  212-233-5531

Patrick J. Lynch, Presidentof the City of New York

www.nycpba.org

We help the sick and comfort the distressed.
Every day, we do many things, big and small, to keep this city safe and livable.

We do it for a better city.
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Focus Sessions on Sat. & Sun.:  

12pm-1pm: Infrastructure & Coastal Resiliency  
1pm-2pm: Social Resiliency & Economic Development 

 

Special Event: Red Hook Resiliency Innovations  
Sat, Feb 22 | 3pm-6pm 

 

Guest speakers include: HUD Rebuild by Design, Brooklyn 
Greenway Initiative, and others 

 
 
 

NY RISING COMMUNITY RECONSTRUCTION PROGRAM 

 

HAVE A SAY!   MAKE RED HOOK MORE RESILIENT 

OPEN HOUSE 
Realty Collective 

351 Van Brunt Street 

Sun, Feb 23  
11am-6pm 

Sat, Feb 22  
11am-6pm 
  

Red Hook Committee blog: http://redhookcrp.wordpress.com/ 
State Contact: info@stormrecovery.ny.gov | www.stormrecovery.ny.gov/community-reconstruction-program 

Twitter: #NYRising @NYStormRecovery  | Facebook: NYStorm Recovery 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

After 5 months of meeting and collecting ideas from 
hundreds of your neighbors, we need your input. 

Come see the project ideas, learn about resiliency 
innovations, and share your thoughts. 

Realty Collective 
351 Van Brunt St. 

Downstate Medical Center 
in East Flatbush. Now, local 
officials insist that the state 
was not bluffing, though 
some brushed off manage-
ment’s claim that the fight 
to save Cobble Hill’s medi-
cal center is to blame.

“Some people are say-
ing because LICH stake-
holders held up the pro-
cess it has hurt Downstate. 
They blame the stakehold-
ers,” said Public Advocate 
Letitia James. “That’s a lot 
of hyperbole.”

The gathering at the Saint 
Lucia House on E. 49th Street 
between Church and Sny-
der avenues drew a gaggle 
of state officials including 
assemblymen Walter Mos-
ley (D–Prospect Heights), 
James Brennan (D–Flat-
bush), and Karim Camara 
(D–Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens) as well the public ad-
vocate and Borough Presi-
dent Adams. A contingent of 
clergy members and Down-
state staffer union represen-
tatives also turned out.

The state took control of 
a floundering Long Island 
College Hospital in 2011, 
putting it under the control 
of the state university sys-

tem, and tying its fate to the 
Downstate Medical Center, 
according to state reps. Uni-
versity trustees voiced con-
cerns about the hospital hem-
orrhaging cash at a meeting 
last month, going so far as to 
say that the sale of the  land 
valued at as much as $500 
million  might not be enough 
to save Downstate.

“Even if we execute a 
sale of the [Long Island Col-
lege Hospital] property that 
yields the appraised value, 
SUNY will still be left with a 
gap of at least $300 million,” 
said Robert Haelen, who is 
serving as interim chief fi-
nancial officer for the board 
of trustees. “The numbers 
are daunting.”

Haelen added that Down-
state is currently making 
money, but the state expects it 
to start running in the red by 
March. The expected short-
fall has supporters clamor-
ing for more state funding to 
keep Downstate open. 

“The governor continues 
to ignore this community,” 
said Pastor Shane Vidal from 
the Maranatha Seventh Day 
Adventist Church. “He has 
a responsibility to respect 
people.”

Gov. Cuomo has so far re-
fused to budge on his budget 
proposal, which according 
to union officials cuts public 
teaching hospital funding by 
half. But he and Mayor De-
Blasio are begging the feds 
for a waiver that would allow 
the state to spend $10 billion 
of Medicaid money to prop 
up struggling medical cen-
ters around the state.

Local pols worry that 
the money may skip Down-
state because the waiver is 
not granted on the basis of 
need, but is intended to pro-
mote programs that are in 
line with federal healthcare 
policy.

“It’s clear that we have 
a need,” said Assembly-
man Karim Camara. “But 
we’ll still have to compete 
for it.”

Downstate has already 
shed jobs, according to la-
bor leaders active in the hos-
pital. The staff has been re-
duced from a high of 8,000 
workers to around 7,000, said 
Don Morgenstern, who is 
a leader in the Public Em-
ployees Federation union and 
was recently laid off from his 
research position at Down-
state. And as staffing levels 
have decreased, patient loads 
have gone up, he said.

“They are killing patients, 
and they don’t care,” said 
Morgenstern.

“They care only about 
dollars,” he added.

Advocates stress that clos-
ing any hospital affects all of 
Brooklyn, since cut-off pa-
tients have to be absorbed by 
other medical centers.

“My district is nowhere 
near Downstate,” said As-
semblyman Walter Mosley. 
“But I understand the rip-
ple effect. This not only af-
fects the neighborhood sur-
rounding SUNY Downstate, 
but the neighborhoods sur-
rounding all the other hos-
pitals.”

Some residents of East 
Flatbush agree.

“The hospital is the life-
line of Central Brooklyn,” 
said Jennifer Clarke, a 26-
year resident of the neighbor-
hood. “If you close Down-
state you’re literally killing 
Brooklyn.”

Continued from page 1

SUNY...

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

New York Methodist Hos-
pital must alter its controver-
sial plans for an expansion 
that some Park Slope resi-
dents say would wreck their 
tree-lined streets with traffic, 
smog, and out-of-place archi-
tecture, the city demanded 
this week.

The Board of Standards 

and Appeals told the hospi-
tal to tweak its proposal to be 
closer to what current zon-
ing allows after Slopers in at-
tendance at a Tuesday hear-
ing argued that the hospital’s 
rationale for the big facility 
has not passed muster.

“We are not opposed to the 
expansion of Methodist Hos-
pital. What we are opposed 
to is this level of expansion,” 

said Stuart Klein, lawyer for 
the opposition group Preserve 
Park Slope. “While they have 
used the word ‘needs’ again 
and again, they have not de-
scribed those needs.”

The city called on the hos-
pital to clarify why the out-
patient facility cannot reduce 
the heights of each floor and 
required that Methodist come 
up with more detailed ren-

derings, a better explanation 
of what the top floors of the 
facility would do, and a plan 
for managing traffic outside 
the neighboring John Jay Ed-
ucational Campus, all before 
an April 8 hearing.

Methodist says it needs 
every last iota of the pro-
posed Center for Commu-
nity Health because the hos-
pital lacks testing space in 

City to Methodist: Lower roof, raise proof
Park Slope hospital gets marching orders for expansion plan from city panel

its current emergency de-
partment and needs room 
to accommodate increas-
ing demand for outpatient 
procedures.

“Every square inch has 
been utilized in this build-
ing that we are proposing,” 
hospital head Lauren Yedvab 
said.

The city questioned why 
Methodist cannot shave a few 
floors off of the center and 
add them to a parking garage 
on Fifth Street near Seventh 
Avenue, but hospital repre-
sentatives said such a plan 
would prevent doctors from 
easily consulting one another. 
Expansion opponents coun-
tered that Methodist’s current 
plan is simply a less-expen-
sive alternative to the garage 
proposal.

“It is cheaper and easier 
for them to build a variance 
than it is to build on this park-
ing lot,” said Bennett Klein-
berg, president of Preserve 
Park Slope.

Methodist will go ahead 
with a taller and thinner 
complex that would be al-
lowed under current zoning 
if it does not get a variance 
from the city.

But reps are sure they 
can convince municipal 
bean-counters to okay the 
project.

“We are confident that 
we will be able to provide 
the requested information 
and answer all questions to 
the board’s satisfaction at the 
continued hearing in April,” 
hospital spokeswoman Lyn 
Hill said.

The expansion opposition group Preserve Park 
Slope came up with its own rendering for the Cen-
ter of Community Health.
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Assemblyman Walter 
Mosley says closing the 
State University of New 
York Downstate Medi-
cal Center would hurt 
all of Brooklyn.
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Call to advertise: 
(718) 260-4552

$849

We guarantee all of our meats, poultry and much more arrive fresh daily!  Never frozen, like in other supermarkets! 

7128 5TH Avenue
Located in Bay Ridge

Bet. Ovington and 72nd Street

718-567-2252
OPEN 7 DAYS: 9 AM–10 PM

SHOP BETTER - EAT FRESH - ALWAYS HALAL!
The way a home Halal shop should be.

We accept: Food Stamps - All Credit Cards
We gladly accept phone orders for meats & groceries!

WORLD RENOWNED

YERBA MATE TEA
Now Available For The First Time In NY
Used For Centuries In South America & 
the Middle East.
90% More Antioxidants 
Than Green Tea. 
Enhances Focus & Endurance 
Supports Cardiovascular 
Health, Eases Wrinkles, 
Reduces 
Belly Fat 
And 
Many 
More 
Benefi ts

WORLD OF NATURAL OILS 
FOR YOUR HEALTH AND BEAUTY
Garlic, Almond, Grapeseed, Walnut, Cardamon, Saffron, 

Tumeric, Fish, Jojoba, Rose Oils And More

ENHANCES
FOOD

SOFTENS
SKIN

STRENGTHENS 
HAIR

ORGANIC

100% Pure Oils

FREE
OF

CHEMICALS

INTERNAL
HEALING

PROPERTIES

From Argentina

NATURAL MEDICINAL HERBS 
WITH HEALTH BENEFITS

Green Olive Leaves
Lowers Blood Sugar And many more herbal remedies in stock

Guava Leaves
For Common Cold 
& Congestion

Loufa Leaves
Prevents & Fights Cancer, 
     Strengthens Immune 
              System

Sha’ Ban 
Leaves
Lowers Blood 
Pressure 
& Cholesterol

Cedar 
Leaves
Helps 
Digestion, 
Kidney Stones, 
Joint Pain 
& More
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Space oddity
It’s art, Jim, but not as we know it. 
A new exhibition at Reverse gallery in Wil-

liamsburg is out of this world — and this time-
line — featuring artwork inspired by science 
fiction and time travel. Curator Ginger Shulick, 

a self-professed geek, 
said the show “Fu-
ture/Past” came from 
her own lifelong love 
of sci-fi.

“I’ve always been a 
big fan of Stanley Ku-
brick, particularly of his 
film sets that look si-
multaneously retro and 
futuristic,” said Shulic. 

“‘2001: A Space Odyssey’ really changed my 
life and I still think it holds up over time.”

Appropriately, given the subject matter, the 
works in “Future/Past” tend towards digital 
photography and video, rather than more tra-
ditional mediums.

“I typically only curate new media, as I’ve 
never been that interested in painting,” said 
Shulick. “Though I’m moving toward more 
object-based curating these days.”

Sci-fi nerds will delight in both subtle and obvi-
ous references to the classics of the genre through-
out the exhibition. For instance, UK-based artist 
Sam Burford transformed time-lapse photographs 
from “Star Wars” into a silicon relief.

“Sam Burford created this piece with a 3D-
printer on Jesmonite, which is essentially a 
plaster-based medium and very fragile,” said 
Shulick of the miniature cityscape. “I like 
how this piece looks like a white monolith 
or some futuristic relic you may find on an 
alien planet.”

More than one of the works on display also 
serves as a political commentary. “Cosmonaut 
1001,” by Bulgarian artist Daniela Kostova, fea-
tures a cherub-like child dressed in a space suit. 
While the viewer’s eyes are instantly drawn to 
the dove, a symbol of peace, perched upon the 
child’s space helmet, the patches sewn onto the 
sleeves of the its suit, representing capitalism 
and communism, are less noticeable.

“The work is about Bulgarian-Russian re-
lations post-Cold War, which is certainly still 
applicable with the opening of the Olympic 
Games,” said Shulick. “These are still issues 
that people all over the world are still dealing 
with to this day.”

“Future/Past” at Reverse (28 Frost St. be-
tween Union Avenue and Frost Street in Wil-
liamsburg, www.reversespace.org). Through 
March 16. — Samantha Lim

A R T

If you want a street-level view of Brook-
lyn’s history, just take a look through Jamel 
Shabazz’s photo albums.

For the past 30 years, the photographer has 
documented urban life and culture both in Brook-
lyn and beyond through the lens of his camera. 
In particular, Shabazz 
is renowned for captur-
ing African-American 
communities in New 
York City through the 
1980s and ’90s, a topic 
he will discuss in an on-
stage conversation at the 
Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety on Feb. 20.

“I plan to speak 
about growing up in Brooklyn during the 1970s 
and ’80s and how the crack epidemic trans-
formed communities, contributing to the mass 
incarceration of people,” said Shabazz.

Shabazz was born in the Red Hook Houses 
and raised in Flatbush. The son of a photog-
rapher, his curiosity with the medium began 
early, at age 15.

“There was something magical and instan-
taneous about photography that captured my 
full attention and drew me in upon pressing that 
shutter and seeing the final results,” he said

The budding lensman began taking his cam-
era around neighborhood streets, capturing the 
fashion, music, pride, and lives of the inhab-
itants with the click of a shutter. During this 
time, his photos documented the emergence 
and evolution of hip-hop culture — images that 
have become synonymous with his name. But 
Shabazz said that was never his intention. 

“There has been a great misinterpretation 
of me as a photographer,” said Shabazz, who 
gained a worldwide audience in 2001 with the 
release of his critically acclaimed book, “Back in 
the Days,” which featured photos of New York 
City street style and culture in the ’80s. 

“Too often I have been called a ‘hip-hop 
photographer,’ ” he said, “whereas I am a docu-
mentarian of African-American culture.”

“Told it First Hand ” at the Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society [128 Pierrpont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–4111, www.
brooklynhistory.org]. Feb. 20 at 7 pm. $5. 
 — Nichelle Henry

By Meredith Deliso
for The Brooklyn Paper

I
t may still be frosty outside, 
but one Greenpoint bar is 
breaking out the boardshorts 

and sunscreen.
On Feb. 15, the Diamond 

bar in Greenpoint is throwing 
a beach party and swimwear 
sale in a brave effort to battle 
the winter blues. The organiz-
ers are hoping some garish Ha-
waiian shirts and a few rounds 
of limbo will help Brooklynites 
forget about the double-digit 
inches of snow and single-digit 
temperatures outside.

“The winter’s been so rough, 
we thought it would be fun for 
people to pretend that it’s not 
happening for a day,” said Dia-
mond Bar co-owner Dave Pol-
lack.

Revellers can join in that 
sunny optimism by getting a 
(very) early start on their sum-
mer shopping. Items at the in-
bar bazaar will include tie-dyed 
linen beach towels and scarves 
from Brooklyn Beach, head-
bands by Wilhelm, swimsuits 
by K Belo Swimwear, and hats 
by Wax & Cruz.

If bikini-buying does not 
make you feel any warmer, spe-
cial food and drink options may 
at least transport you to the 
Long Island Sound for the eve-
ning. A special menu for the 
day will include with fish ta-
cos and Fishers Island Oysters, 
plus beer from Barrier Brewing 
and Montauk Brewing.

“We’ll have one guy shucking oysters, 
great Long Island breweries,” said Pol-
lack. “I think we got all the key players 
in play to have a really fun day.”

For those with a competitive streak, the 

bar will also be hosting a limbo contest 
and a Hawaiian shirt contest. The best 
shirt will win a $20 bar tab.

“Even though most people don’t wear 
Hawaiian shirts, they make the room so 

much brighter and fun,” said Brooklyn 
Beach  founder Emily Harrison, who helped 
round up the vendors for the event.

Everyone dressed up in a Hawaiian shirt 
— or any aloha gear, for that matter — 

will also score a free beer.
“Hopefully it will be a fun escape from 

the winter,” said Harrison. “Let’s pretend 
we’re somewhere a lot warmer for the 
afternoon.”

Summer loving
Greenpoint bar fi ghts the freeze with blowout beach party

Street shots
TA L K

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  
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art   lighting   furniture   decor

Take advantage of a rare discount 
on our beautiful and earth-friendly 
upholstery by LEE Industries, all 
manufactured in the USA.  
Now through February 16.

20% off
LEE  

Furniture

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.
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Zombie Hut
Drown those winter sorrows in 

a fruity cocktail at this divey Car-
roll Gardens tiki bar. Little paper 
umbrellas, bamboo-heavy decor, 
and slushie drinks make it easy to 
imagine yourself holidaying on a 
tropical island somewhere. Fail-
ing that, the strength of the pours 
should at least help you forget where 
you really are.

Zombie Hut [273 Smith St. 
between Sackett and Degraw 
streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
875–3433].

Mermaid Spa
Work up a sweat at a Russian 

bathhouse. Spend some time re-

acquainting yourself with the sen-
sation of warmth in this Sea Gate 
banya’s steams rooms, saunas, and 
jacuzzi, then laze away the rest of 
the day drinking beer in a towel.

Mermaid Spa [3703 Mermaid 
Ave. at W. 37th Street in Sea Gate, 
(347) 462–2166, www.mermaid-
spany.com].

Royal Palms
No time or money to take a Ca-

ribbean cruise? Replicate at least a 
small part of the experience at this 
new Gownus shuffleboard club. The 
Florida-themed center promises 10 
courts and two bars, and should be 
open any day now. 

Royal Palms Shuffleboard Club 

(514 Union St. near Nevins Street, 
www.royalpalmsshuffle.com).

Botanic Garden
The Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s 

outdoor areas are not much fun this 
time of year, but its 65-foot glass Stein-
hardt Conservatory is positively balmy. 
Take a pleasant stroll past ferns, mists, 
and streams in the Tropical Pavilion, 
then see South African bulbs in full 
bloom in the Warm Temperate Pa-
vilion. As a bonus, weekday entry is 
free until the end of Feb.

Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[900 Washington Ave. at Eastern 
Parkway in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 623–7200, www.bbg.org]. 
 — Ruth Brown

Endless summer
Indoor beach parties and bikini shopping not your ideal way to escape the 

cold? Here are four other ways to pretend it is summer in Brooklyn in winter.
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Winter Beach Bazaar at the 
Diamond [43 Greenpoint Ave. 
near West Street in Green-
point, (718) 383–5030, www.
thediamondbrooklyn.com], 
Feb. 15 from 4–8 pm. Free ad-
mission.

PA R T Y
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Get shorty: The Diamond bar owner Dave Pollack is not letting the snow break his aloha spirit.

Beneath two ferns: Stay warm while admiring some tropical foli-
age at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s Steinhardt Conservatory.
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lyn Heights, (718) 858–0718], www.
brooklynchambermusicsociety.org. 

COMEDY, MY FUNNY VALENTINES: 
Featuring Dell Harrison, Drew 
Fraser, Smokey Suarez, Garald Kelly, 
and Faceman. $20 ($25 for meet 
and greet). 8:30 pm. Fort Hamilton 
Army Base Theater [101st Street 
and Seventh Avenue in Fort Hamil-
ton, (201) 772–2020]. 

MUSIC, UNLOVEABLE — A SMITHS 
& MORRISSEY VALENTINE’S DAY: 
With the Sons & Heirs and special 
guests. $15 ($12 in advance). 9 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

LOVE BITES — THE POWER BAL-
LADS SING-ALONG: Celebrate 
Valentine’s Day by singing along 
and pumping your fi st in the air to 
a collection of pro- and anti- love 
power ballad music videos from the 
1980s and ’90s. $8. 10:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

HEAD ON —  LOVE VS. LUST: A party 
that pits two themes and two DJs 
up against one another. Free. 11 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MUSIC, SWEET SOUBRETTE’S BIT-
TERSWEET VALENTINE’S SHOW: 
Free. 11 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770], www.petescandystore.com. 

SAT, FEB. 15
THEATER, “CINDERELLA”: Children 

3 years and older will enjoy this ver-
sion of the classic fairy tale of a girl, 
a fairy godmother and a glass slip-

per. $9 ($8 children, $7 for groups 
of 20 or more). 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY: $75–$185. 
8 pm. Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100], www.bar-
clayscenter.com. 

MUSIC, SYD STRAW’S HEART-
WRECK SHOW: Featuring The Or-
chestraw Plankton, The Winterpills, 
and more. $20. 8:30 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, THE SOULFOLK EXPERI-
ENCE: As part of BAMcafe Life. 
Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

GARIFUNA DRUMMING: Dance 
along to a performance by the bor-
ough’s own Garifuna artist James 
Lovell. Free with Museum admis-
sion. Noon and 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

FILM, CHARLIE CHAPLIN — 100 
YEARS IN COMEDY FILMS: 
Screening “Making a Living,” “Kid 
Auto Races at Venice,” and “Ma-
bel’s Strange Predicament,” all 
released in 1914. $5. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. at Presi-
dent Street in Park Slope, (718) 857–
4816], www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

WHISKEY 101: With Kyle Devine. Free. 
4 pm. Brooklyn Wine Exchange [138 
Court St. near Atlantic Avenue in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 855–9463], www.
brooklynwineexchange.com. 

FRI, FEB. 14
THEATER, “THE AFRICAN DRUM”: 

Puppet show telling traditional 
African folktales. $15. 10:30 am. PS 
3 The Bedford Village School [50 
Jefferson Ave. between Bedford 
and Franklin avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (212) 724–0677], www.
shadowboxtheatre.org. 

ART, “THROUGH AND THROUGH”: 
A solo exhibition featuring NARS 
Foundation artist Brian Stinemetz. 
Free. Noon–7 pm. Ground Floor 
Gallery (343 Fifth St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope), www.groundfl oorbk.
com. 

MISSED CONNECTIONS: Valentine’s 
Day party where you can show your 
love for the city’s transit system. 
Enjoy tastings, take a poetry work-
shop, write valentines, and more. 
$15 ($10 members). 6:30–8:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], www.
mta.info/mta/museum. 

SPORTS, HARLEM GLOBETROT-
TERS: Fans decide which new 
Globetrotter rule they will add to 
the game, like 6 on 5 or the Trick 
Shot Challenge. $25–$258. 7 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

FUTUREMATE: Hosts Matt & Pam 
match up audience members in this 
post-apocalyptic dating show, set 
in a future United States that has 
been devastated by the Cataclysm, 
where fi nding a fertile mate has be-
come more challenging than ever. 
$20. 7 pm and 9 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “DOUBT”: The Heights 
Players performs a provocative 
drama about truth and conse-
quences. $20 ($18 seniors and 
children under 18). 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237–2752], www.
heightsplayers.org. 

THEATER, “CANDIDE”: Theater 2020 
celebrates its 40th anniversary pro-
duction of the Hal Prince version of 
Leonard Bernstein’s musical. $18. 8 
pm. Saint Charles Borromeo Church 
(19 Sidney Pl. between Joralemon 
Street and Aitken Place in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brownpapertickets.
com/event/543936. 

MUSIC, VALENTINE’S DAY 
PARTY: With live music from the 
SH*TBIRDS, Emerson Young & 
The Civilians, Fist of Kindness, 
SPECTRE, and the Fred Thomas 
Trio, and vendor giveaways. Free. 
8 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CHAMBER 
MUSIC SOCIETY: Performing works 
by Haydn/Salomon, Schubert, and 
Arensky. $30 ($20 students). 8 pm. 
Chapel at First Unitarian Church 
[Pierrepont Street between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place in Brook-

SUN, FEB. 16
DANCE, “ENGLISH SWORD ALE”: 

Visit the European collection of 
swords and enjoy an English sword 
dance. $12, $8 students (sug-
gested), free for children under 
12). 2:30 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

MUSIC, MARTIN MCQUADE: St. 
Valentine’s Day show with pianist 
Pete Sokolow. No cover. 6–9 pm. 
Schnitzel Haus [7319 Fifth Ave. at 
74th Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
5600], www.schnitzelhausny.com. 

“APHRODITE”: Volume six of the 
Olympians highlights Aphrodite the 
goddess of love. RSVP requested. 
Free. 4–5 pm. powerHouse on 8th 
[1111 Eighth Ave. between 11th and 
12th streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

READING, LIT AT LARK: Hear fi ction 
and nonfi ction by award-winning, 
best-selling, and up-and-coming 
writers during this monthly series. 
Free. 5 pm. Lark Cafe [1007 Church 
Ave. between Stafford and E. 10th 
Street in Kensington, (718) 469–
0140], facebook.com/litatlark. 

WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF?: Read-
ing series hosted by Mara Wilson, 
with Griffi n Newman, Todd Dakotah 
Briscoe, and more. $6. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MON, FEB. 17
READING, MOLLY ANTOPOL: Author 

of “The Unamericans.” In conversa-
tion with author Justin Torres. Free. 
7:30 pm. Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

MUSIC, WASHER, DEAD GUY, POI-
SON OAK, PROPHET DRIVEN: $7. 
8:30 pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand St. 
at Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

TUES, FEB. 18
BANANGRAMS BASH: Children ages 

7 to 17 can play word games. Free. 
5–10 pm. Brooklyn Game Lab [353 
Seventh Ave. at 10th Street in Park 
Slope, (646) 660–5957]. 

ASK ME ANOTHER: A night of 
brainteasers, local pub trivia, music, 
and comedy hosted by Ophira 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
February 14

Lonely 
hearts club
All alone for Valen-
tine’s Day? Find some 
sympathetic souls at 
“The Rejection 
Show,” local come-
dian Jon Friedman’s 
monthly comedy 
showcase of rejected 
material. The Valen-
tine’s edition is its 
biggest of the year, 
with a huge roster of 
performers, including 
Eliot Glazer, Lizz Win-
stead, and Ophira 
Eisenberg, sharing 
their finest rejects. 

8 pm at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Third 
Avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, www.lit-
tlefieldnyc.com]. $10–12.

SATURDAY
February 15

Khaaan!
Alam Khan would 
have big shoes to fill 
— if he actually wore 
shoes on stage. 
Khan, the son of leg-
endary Hindustani 
classical musician Ali 
Akbar Khan, is bring-
ing his sarod (it’s like 
a lute with 25 
strings) to Boerum 
Hill for a perfor-
mance of traditional 
North Indian ragas, 
alongside renowned 
tabla player Nitin 
Mitta.

8 pm at Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363, www.rou-
lette.org]. $25.

SUNDAY
February 16

He’s the DJ
Best known for his 
work with one Fresh 
Prince, but an 
accomplished turnta-
blist in his own right, 
DJ Jazzy Jeff head-
lines this year’s 
“Donuts Are For-
ever” — an annual 
fundraiser held in 
the memory of pro-
ducer James “J 
Dilla” Yancey. Also 
performing will be 
Good Reverend Dr. 
J, DJ Prince, 6th 
Sense, DJ Still Life, 
and more.

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
12th and 13th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $12.

MONDAY
February 17

What’s the 
score? 
It is movies like you 
have never heard 
them before — with 
a soundtrack per-
formed live and 
completely made 
up on the spot. 
Avant-garde improv 
group Quartet Dali 
will provide the 
score to short, 
silent films from the 
likes of Chaplin, 
Dali, and Duchamp, 
screened at art 
space Launchpad.

8 pm at Launchpad [721 
Franklin Ave. between 
Sterling and Park places 
in Crown Heights, (646) 
494–7211, www.brooklyn-
launchpad.org]. $5 sug-
gested donation.

THURSDAY
February 20

Art alive
The Brooklyn 
Museum kicks of a 
new monthly series 
called “Off the Wall,” 
featuring live perfor-
mances inspired by 
exhibitions. The first 
is Wangechi Mutu’s 
“A Fantastic Jour-
ney,” and includes a 
performance with 
human-plant hybrids 
and a talk by the 
curator.

6:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. near Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org], $12.
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We honor our esteemed 
group of 2014 Brooklyn 
Women of Distinction

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Publication Date: 

Friday, April 18, 2014
Deadline for congratulatory messages: 

Friday, April 11, 2014

For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
com

ANNOUNCING OUR 2014 BROOKLYN 

WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, May 21 at

Join us for

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Annette Fisher
Arlene Figaro

Christine Buckley Strehle
DonnaMae DePola

Irina Roizin
Jamee Schleifer

Joan Krystal Levy
Josephine Brown
Kathleen Khatari
Kathleen Longo

Kimberly R. Cline

Lilya Gelfand
Martha Kamber

Monique Greenwood
Olga Novikova

Ruth Arberman
Susan Eaton

Tiffany Raspberry
Valerie Oliver-Durrah

Verna DuBerry Ademu-John, MS
Victoria Mitchell
Wendy Goldstein

Dorothy Ryan
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Big top hat: The circus is back in town, when Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey hit the Barclays Center, Feb. 20–March 2.
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Brooklyn, NY
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and Marketing Managers To Enhance 
Your Online Visibility

Top ways to market online

1 MetroTech North, 10th Floor  Brooklyn, NY 11201 
 718.260.2500  digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com A News Corporation

Company

PRESENTED BY

February
FROM 

8:30-10:30AM

ON THURSDAY

featuring

SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

SEO
&

27

FREE SEMINAR

FREE 
registration by Feb. 17

347.512.1050
Reserve your spot

Limited seating

“M
urder” by Danielle Collobert is 
a grim little sequence of prose 
pieces, most only a page or two 

long. Freshly translated from the French 
by mononymous writer Nathanael, and 
published by Prospect Heights-based Lit-
mus Press, its components vary in style. 
Some are anecdotes, some are more like 
confessions or diary entries, and some are 
like cruel, stunted fables.

This is a book brimming with bad news. 
There are no real characters, and no over-
arching plot or contextual framework gath-
ers the book’s events. The major rewards 
of reading “Murder” are Collobert’s fine 
prose and its cumulatively spooky vibe. 

Little else can be said definitively — 
the text is shrouded in morbid fog. The 
narrative voice, when it is not telling of 

some third party’s travails, shifts between 
“I” and “we” like a sorrowful spirit drift-
ing among hosts.

Each piece moves swiftly, even nimbly. 
The more shocking ones are like staring 
out the subway window and seeing some 
atrocity flash past — almost before you 
can register what you have glimpsed, the 
book has whisked you elsewhere.

A central theme is loss of agency, the 
experience of losing control over one’s sur-
roundings or worse, one’s interior world. 
People don’t just fall apart, they are taken 
apart. Often the narrators are victimized, 
inexplicably and sometimes obscurely, but 
even when “I” or “we” kill someone else, 
the act seems causeless and preordained, 
done in the grip of compulsion.

The writing is clear yet carefully man-
nered, flexibly fragmentary in a way that 
allows Collobert a wide range of subtle 
effects. Beneath an almost translucently 
thin layer of affectlessness lies a roiling 
hell of pain. This is not the histrionic un-
happiness of an adolescent, but the pain of 
mature loss, and it commands attention. 
Nothing in “Murder” feels lazy or self-dra-

matizing. The book goes about its sinister 
business with confidence, and is dispirit-
ing without ever being boring.

While “Murder” provides no proper 
names for people or places, a geography 
emerges — trains, roads, beaches and ca-
fes — inhabited by faceless players. 

“We came this far to die,” Collobert 
writes. It is a gloomy truth that could be 
stated fairly in any situation, but in “Mur-
der,” this musing comes amid a scenario 
in which hundreds of strangers, having 
packed tightly into a circular arena, be-
gin spontaneously crushing themselves 
into one another, forcefully and fatally 
conglomerating into an intermingled hay-
bale of human flesh.

This is not a book for every taste. “Mur-

der” is to conventional fiction what the 
extruded foams and flash-frozen beads 
of molecular gastronomy are to a Mid-
western Thanksgiving dinner. Its scenes 
of frustration, ominous ambiguity, and 
urban anxiety are cousins of Kafka. 
Its creepily sensual blood and guts 
suggest Joyce Mansour. And the mix 
of stern, faceless officials, boats and 
trains departing, and a cruelty born 
of despair, evoke the far-out master-
pieces of Anna Kavan.

Killing, in practice, is seldom tidy. 
There is a lot of suffering, a lot of 
expended energy, a lot of mess and 
uncertainty before, during, and after. 
“Murder” provides an appropriately 
unpleasant series of meditations on 
unnatural death, not merely of the 
body, but of the soul or self.

“February Houses,” named 
after the 20th-century Brooklyn 
arts commune, spotlights recent 
or noteworthy literature from 
Brooklyn publishers. To send 
books for review, contact xjules-
bentleyx@gmail.com.
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The little book of horrors
Prospect Heights-published ‘Murder’ is bloody morbid book

By Jules Bentley

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

S
omething big is brewing 
in Williamsburg.

New York City Beer 
Week, the annual celebration 
of all things sudsy in the city, 
is crossing the East River for 
one of its signature events this 
year, with the “NYC Brewer’s 
Choice” night taking place at 
the Wythe Hotel on Feb. 26.

Brooklyn’s brewing in-
dustry is in the midst of a 
boom, said the event’s orga-
nizers — at least four new 
breweries have opened in 
the past year, with several 
more set to launch soon. So 
the borough is an ideal place 
to host the craft beer spec-
tacular.

“There have not been this 
many new Brooklyn brewer-
ies since Prohibition,” said 
event co-founder Jimmy Car-
bone, a Manhattan restaura-
teur who also hosts a weekly 
radio show about beer. “I 
think the vibe is right, since 
there are so many that are 
opening.”

The fourth iteration of the 
tasting event, which allows 

beer geeks to meet brewers 
in person and sample some 
of their favorite brews, will 
this year feature only New 
York state breweries. 

Representing the Bor-
ough of Kings will be stal-
warts Brooklyn Brewery and 
Sixpoint, as well as fledgling 
fermenters Grimm Artisanal 
of Gowanus and Other Half 
of Carroll Gardens — both of 
which launched last year. 

At 27 breweries and 
counting, the roster is flush 
with enough saisons, smoked 
ales, porters, and everything 
in beer-tween to make any 
liquor-loving Brooklynite’s 
head spin, said Carbone.

“People who are living in 
Brooklyn are into what we 
are doing,” he said. “There 
is a lot going on.”

To help soak up some of 
the suds, the event will also 
boast morsels from Brook-
lyn eateries, including Land-
haus, Mile End, and Rey-
nard, plus bites from further 
afield, such as Bobolink 
Dairy and Bakehouse from 
rural New Jersey, which pro-
duces raw milk cheeses and 
wood-fired breads. 

One local brewmaster 
agreed that borough is an 
up-and-coming beer haven 
fit for such an event, but he 
said that there is some work 
to go before we will be see-

ing our own Brooklyn Beer 
Week.

“We are growing, but it 
is a long way to go in terms 
of having a big local brew-
ing scene,” said Other Half  

owner Samuel Richardson, 
who will be pouring two In-
dia Pale Ales and an imperial 
stout on the night. “We are on 
an upward trajectory.”

“NYC Brewer’s Choice” 

at the Wythe Hotel [80 
Wythe Ave. near N. 11th 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
460–8000, www.wytheho-
tel.com]. Feb. 26 from 6 pm. 
$65.

New York City Beer Week comes to Brew-klyn
‘NYC Brewer’s Choice’ brings 27 craft breweries to Williamsburg for an epic tasting event

“Murder” is available at Unname-
able Books [600 Vanderbilt Ave. at St. 
Mark’s Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 789–1534 www.unnameable-
books.blogspot.com]. 
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Beardy beer: Other Half Brewing Company owner 
Samuel Richardson.
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S
ex education can still make you 
giggle well after puberty ends.

On Feb. 19, funny lady and 
porn site CEO Lux Alptraum will 
team up with a band of comedians 
at Union Hall for a one-night cele-
bration of those poorly-acted, awk-
wardly-funny sex ed videos we all re-
member from middle school.

“A lot of these movies are made by 
people with a small budget who do not 
have good acting ability and educate,” 
said Alptraum, who runs the popular 
porn blog Fleshbot. “They are trying 
to reach out to the youth and speak 
their language, but their terminology 
is dated really quickly.”

“The Wonderful World of Boning,” 
which will also feature stand-up come-
dian Liam McEneaney and Brooklyn 
Heights-based comedy writer Kelly 
Hudson, will highlight videos such as 
“Seriously Fresh,” in which a group 

of ’90s teenagers freak out after they 
discover that their friend is HIV-posi-
tive. The kids learn to overcome their 
homophobia and realize that anyone, 
even their stand-up buddy, can con-
tract the disease. 

Also slated for mockery is a Planned 
Parenthood video about a guy who sim-
ilarly flips his lid when his girlfriend 
tells him that she has chlamydia.

“It is always this predictable arc 
where the person, who is convinced 
they can’t possibly get HIV or chla-
mydia, has this learning experience,” 
Alptraum said. “At the end, they are all 
like — let’s tell all my friends!”

But despite the rich humor to 

be drawn from the likes of “Molly 
Grows Up,” Alptraum — who pre-
viously worked as a sex educator for 
middle and high school students — 
appreciates how challenging repro-
ductive tutelage can be. 

“I understand the process that’s 
going on, and I appreciate they are 
trying to do the best that they can 
on a limited budget,” she said. “It’s 
so sad that we are not putting money 
into this.”

Of course, this will not prevent the 
comedians from ripping on the vid-
eos and recalling their own cringe-
inducing memories of sex schooling 
on the small screen.

 Alptraum said the films make such 
easy targets because the creators’ ef-
forts to stay hip with teen music, fash-
ion, and lingo means they date very 
quickly. 

“There is an intent to capitalize on 
youth culture, which makes for vid-
eos that get really, really funny, re-
ally quickly,” she said.

Sex and videotape
Comedy trio hosts sex ed video night

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Ramona [113 Franklin St. between Kent Street and Greenpoint Avenue in 
Greenpoint. www.ramonabarnyc.com (347) 227–8164]. Open Sun–Thu, 5 
pm–2 am; Fri, Sat, 5 pm–4 am.

Eisenberg with guest Na-
than Sawaya. $20 ($15 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COM-
EDY: Standup hosted by 
Aaron Kominos-Smith and 
Meghan Hanley. Free. 
8 pm. Dish Dumbo [81 
Washington St. between 
York and Front streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 625–3474], 
www.facebook.com/dum-
bocomedy. 

MUSIC, BULLSH*T HISTORY: 
In the back room. Free. 
9:30 pm. Freddy’s Bar 
[627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131], www.freddys-
bar.com. 

WED, FEB. 19
READING, DAN GOLDMAN: 

Author of “Red Light Prop-
erties.” Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

READING, “THE BEST OF 
MCSWEENEY’S INTER-
NET TENDENCY”: Book 
launch with Dan Kennedy, 
Mike Lacher, Christopher 
Monks, Colin Nissan, Jason 
Roeder, Melinda Taub, 
Christy Vannoy, and Teddy 
Wayne. Free. 7–9 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

WINE CLASS: Malbec with 
Mollie Battenhouse. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Wine Ex-
change [138 Court St. near 
Atlantic Avenue in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 855–9463], www.
brooklynwineexchange.
com. 

TWIN PEAKS BINGO: Gather 
with fellow Twin Peaks lov-
ers, gorge on doughnuts 
and Agent Cooper cock-
tails, and play bingo! Free. 
8:30 pm. Videology (308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.videology.info. 

THURS, FEB. 20
ART, WASSAIC PROJECT 

BENEFIT: Featuring an 
exhibition of silkscreen 
prints, interactive installa-
tion and decorations, raffl e, 
and snacks and drinks. $75. 
6–9 pm. Invisible Dog (51 
Bergen St. between Smith 
Street and Boerum Place in 
Cobble Hill), wassaicproj-
ect.org. 

ART, OFF THE WALL: “Fan-
tastic Journey”: A night of 
tours, talks, and perfor-
mances revolving around 
Wangechi Mutu’s exhibi-
tion. $12 ($8 students and 
seniors), suggested. 6:30–
9:30 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

USED BOOK SALE: Pick 
through thousands of used 
books, CDs, DVDs, and 
vinyl. Free–$20. 7–9:30 pm. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Park Slope United Meth-
odist Church [410 Sixth 
Ave. between Seventh 
and Eighth streets in Park 
Slope, (917) 328–7125], 
www.parkslopeumc.org. 

LEGENDS: It’s “Legend”ary- 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey present awe-
inspiring feats of daring, 
magical and mystical crea-
tures, and spectacles of 
strength and thrills of won-
der at this all new show. 
$15-$85. 7 pm. Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

SWAMPSHANTEY: A night of 
sea-faring work songs of 
old (and maybe a new one 
for kicks), with words pro-
jected on a screen. It’s like 
karaoke for pirates. Aargh! 
$5. 9 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at Presi-
dent Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 857–4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

FRI, FEB. 21. 

THEATER, “HARRIET TUB-
MAN: When I Crossed 
That Line to Freedom”: 

Production celebrating the 
rich heritage of the Under-
ground Railroad as part 
of Black History Month. 
$25. 7:30 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488–9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

NERD NITE PLUS SPEED 
DATING!: A night of pre-
sentations and trivia. $25 
($10 presentations only). 
7:30 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–8500], www.galapa-
gosartspace.com. 

THEATER, “MAID’S DOOR”: 
Family drama written by 
Cheryl L. Davis. $15–$25 
(children and seniors $12–
$15). 8 pm. Billie Holiday 
Theatre [1368 Fulton St. be-
tween Marcy and Brooklyn 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 636–0918], 
www.thebillieholiday.org. 

MUSIC, MEET ME IN THE 
BATHROOM AND TELL 
ME ALL YOUR SECRETS: 
A night of comedy and 
music with Dave Hill, Valley 
Lodge, Walter Schreifels, 
Jim Tews, Brad Steuerna-
gel, and Joey Pfeifer. $10. 

8:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

SAT, FEB. 22
DANCE, ROMANO DROM: 

Performing as part of the 
World to Brooklyn dance-
party series. The night fea-
tures an open bar, dance 
lesson, and DJ after-party. 
$25 ($20 WMI Friends). 8 
pm. Roulette (509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill), roulette.org/ . 

FILM, BAMKIDS FILM FESTI-
VAL: Shorts and full-length 
fi lms offering children a 
tour of the world. $13 ($9 
children, $7 members). 10 
am–4:30 pm. BAM Kids [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4129], www.bam.org. 

GOING OFF TRACK: The 
podcast records its 100th 
episode live. $10. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

“The Wonderful World of Boning: 
Sex Ed With a Sense of Humor” at 
Union Hall [702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, www.union-
hallny.com]. Feb. 19 at 8 pm, $8.

C O M E DY
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Study notes: Fomer sex ed teacher Lux Apltraum brushes up on her facts ahead of “The Wonderful 
World of Boning” at Union Hall.
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Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART...
Happy Valentine’s Day!

PICK UP YOUR HEART-SHAPED CAKES & COOKIES

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Specialty Cakes by Madison
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

They made some strate-
gic moves. 

On Saturday night, Con-
gresswoman Nydia Velazquez 
(D–Bushwick) and Council-
man Carlos Menchaca (D–
Sunset Park) faced off against 
Deputy Borough President 
Diana Reyna and Council-
man Antonio Reynoso (D–
Bushwick) in a historic dance 
duel at a Williamsburg res-
taurant to raise money for a 
new building for the School 
Settlement Association, a 
youth-focused community 
center.

“As someone with a BA 
in Performing Arts, I con-
nect dance, drama, and 
other mediums of art to so-
cial justice movements,” said 
Menchaca. 

Menchaca and Velazquez 
danced the tango while Reyna 
and Reynoso tangled in a me-
rengue. 

Reynoso and Reyna both 
grew up with the merengue, 
an up-tempo Dominican 
dance that centers around 
small, quick steps and hold-
ing your partner close.

“The arts were always an 
important outlet for me, es-
pecially dance,” said Rey-
noso. “As a child in a Do-
minican household, I heard 
Latin music daily and fell 
in love.”

The dueling duos made up 
two of the five teams vying 
for charity gold.

The other three were com-
prised of employees of the 
School Settlement group 
and Saint Nick’s Alliance, a 
housing advocacy organiza-

Political footwork
Offi cials face off on the dance-fl oor

Deputy Borough President Diana Reyna and Councilman Antonio Reynoso 
dance the merengue tipico at Ready, Sett, Dance.
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(Top) Congresswoman Nydia Velazquez tangos 
with Councilman Carlos Menchaca. (Above) Er-
nie Ramos and Lucky Lee bested the politician 
teams and took home first place at the dance 
competition.

tion. Judges rated the con-
testants on qualities such 
as technique, playfulness, 
and compatibility. 

“We are not judging 
them as we would profes-
sional dancers, but they 
do have to have some ba-
sic knowledge of dance they 
are doing,” said judge De-

siree Dicupe, who is a dance 
and fitness instructor at the 
School Settlement.

The pols cut dapper fig-
ures in snazzy duds, but 
their rug-cutting skills 
were no match for those of 
civilians Ernie Ramos and 
Lucky Lee, who snagged 
first place. 

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

She has spent eight months 
talking the talk and now it is 
time to walk the walk.

A former film industry 
professional has given up 
her apartment and her stuff 
to walk 2,800 miles from 
Brooklyn to Los Angeles. 
She is counting on the kind-
ness of strangers to get her 
through.

“It is difficult for people 
to embrace the idea of trust-
ing your neighbor and be-
lieving in the kindness and 
compassion of people,” said 
former Crown Heights res-
ident Aubrey Benmark. “I 
want people to be inspired 
and feel good about the jour-
ney I am having.”

Benmark, a Brooklyn res-
ident of 15 years, quit her 
job as a production assistant 
last May and decided she did 
want not to return to the soul-

sucking grind. She sponta-
neously began giving away 
her stuff — including a few 
pairs of barely worn designer 
shoes and bags of clothes — 
in preparation for the cross-
country trek that some of her 
friends deemed insane. 

“At first I had to confront 
my own reality — like, am I 
crazy?” she said. “But I did 
not want to shove the creative 
energy back down into my-
self and get another job so I 
could just scrape by and pay 
my rent.”

After researching her jour-
ney, Benmark finally took the 
dive and gave up her Crown 
Heights digs. She moved into 
a friend’s apartment on Staten 
Island, where she does odd-
jobs, and launched a Kick-
starter campaign to solicit do-
nations for gear such as bear 
spray and a trailer.

So far, she has raised about 
$800.

Benmark does not have an 
exact route mapped out, but 
she plans to stay near high-
ways to be close to food stores 
and people who she can show 
what it looks like to give up 
materialism. She knows she 
might face some naysayers, 
but insists it is all good.

“They would be afraid 
to do what I am doing,” she 
said.  

Benmark plans to set out 
from the Brooklyn Bridge on 
March 17 and end up in Hol-
lywood four to six months 
later. She will stay on the 
West Coast for a while, but 
will return to Brooklyn be-
fore too long, she says. 

“New York City is always 
going to be where I hang my 
hat,” she said. “But I need to 
experience something else 
for a while.”

Benmark has also started 
penning a book about her 
journey.

Brooklynite to schelp cross-country 

WALK HARD

Aubrey Benmark plans to walk over the Brooklyn 
Bridge this spring and keep on going till she hits 
the Pacific Ocean.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

More than 100 people are vying 
for a chunk of $19.5 million in oil 
spill compensation money meant to 
gussy up Greenpoint.

The projects seeking money from 
the Greenpoint Community Environ-
mental Fund, set up as part of a court 
settlement for the neighborhood that 
suffered an oil spill that was three times 
the size of the Exxon Valdez disaster, 
come in all shapes and sizes. They in-
clude creating a green space next to 
Bushwick Inlet Park and building an 
environmental education center out of 
shipping containers. One local church 
wants to start a rooftop garden to sup-
ply its food pantry.

“We want to come up with ways 
to make the neighborhood more sus-

tainable,” said Ann Kansfield, pas-
tor of Greenpoint Reformed Church 
on Milton Street.

Kansfield is asking for $3,000 in 
pre-proposal money to fund a feasi-
bility study on whether the roof of 
the church can be redone to support 
a garden. If it can, the church plans 
to ask for another grant to fund the 
veggie overhaul. 

The piggy bank is a trust created 
by the state as part of a court settle-
ment for the damage wrought by the 
oil that seeped into Newtown Creek 
and soaked Greenpoint’s soil over 
several decades.

Administrators started accepting 
applications in October. Proposals 
are split into two types: small grants 
for amounts from $3,000 to $25,000 
and “legacy” grants good for $25,001 

to $3 million.
At least 44 organizations applied 

for the small grants and at least 48 
applied for legacy grant proposals 
or pre-proposals.

Alpha One Labs has asked for $4.3 
million to build an environmentally 
friendly building out of shipping con-
tainers. It hopes to use the structure as 
a classroom for topics such as water 
conservation and clean energy. 

“A place like this has important 
implications for enabling the com-
munity to find and develop new pat-
terns for health,” said James Carlson, 
who submitted the proposal. 

The fund plans to announce the 
winners of the small grants later this 
month. The state attorney general of-
ficially holds the purse strings but 
has left the grant-making to U.S. Fish 

Going Green-point
Oil money seeping into the hands of eco-activists

Pastor Ann Kansfield wants 
Greenpoint Reformed Church 
to get a rooftop farm.
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and Wildlife Services and the North 
Brooklyn Development Corporation, 
a pro-business group.

Some Greenpointers are worried  
the process will be gamed by polit-
ical insiders .

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

A Red Hook teen and a 
Ditmas Park senior van-
ished last week in separate 
incidents.

Malayasia Saunders, 
15, was last seen shopping 

at Fairway Market on Van 
Brunt Street around 8:50 pm 
on Feb. 3, according to po-
lice. Saunders is 5-feet-5 and 
weighs 125 pounds. 

She was wearing camou-
flage pants, a green army 
jacket, and a dark blue, 

hooded sweatshirt.
Louise Zilberfain, 80, was 

last seen leaving her house 
on Marlborough Road near 
Beverley Road on Feb. 5 
around 2 pm. The 5-feet-1, 
130-pound woman was wear-
ing a long black coat, black 

slacks or jogging pants, and 
black boots. 

She was also carrying a 
pink pocketbook.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding their where-
abouts should call police at 
(800) 577–8477.

Teen, senior both missing

Malayasia Saunders
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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substitute stations.
But the brains behind 

the latest get-clean clinic 
assuaged the concerns at a 
community board meeting 
last Thursday.

“Never will we be a meth-
adone clinic,” said Mosberg. 
“We are an inpatient facil-
ity.”

The program he wants to 
run is based on  total absti-
nence , he added.

The pair expects their fa-

cility to create about 50 jobs, 
including clinical, support, 
and maintenance staff posi-
tions. They pledged to hire lo-
cally whenever possible.

The project planners also 
said they would provide free 
assessments and referrals for 
Red Hook residents seeking 
drug treatment. 

“Our passion doesn’t lie 
in getting the super-rich off 
drugs,” said Sorensen. “My 
passion is in helping people 
to get clean.”
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Each of the above offers 
are exclusive and cannot be 
combined with other offers.

*Mortgage Banker activities authorized pending issuance.

EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER

Emigrant Mortgage Current Specials!

First-Time Homebuyers May Save $500 in Closing Costs!
First-Time Homebuyer Incentive*

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

www.Emigrant.comwww.Emigrant.com

Applicants May Qualify for Up to $2,000** in Closing Costs
 and 0.375%** Off the Rate!

Mortgage Purchase / Refinance Incentive*

*Valid for properties located in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Manhattan, Nassau, Suffolk and Westchester Only

Copyright © 2014 Emigrant Mortgage Company, Incorporated - NMLS#1577 (Emigrant). All rights reserved. Emigrant Mortgage Company is a subsidiary of Emigrant Bank. Member FDIC. Emigrant is an Equal Opportu-
nity Lender and an Equal Opportunity Employer. The information, products and services contained in this advertisement are believed to be correct but may include inaccuracies, typographical errors and/or omissions. 
Emigrant does not guarantee the accuracy of the data contained herein. This is not an offer or guarantee to extend consumer credit by Emigrant. Program guidelines, terms and/or conditions are subject to change by 
Emigrant without notice. All loans are subject to submission of a complete application, underwriting review and credit and property approval by Emigrant. Not all products, and/or programs, or incentives are available in 
all states and/or localities and/or for all loan amounts. Incentives are exclusive and cannot be combined with any other offers. Certain products / programs are offered through other third parties, including other Lenders.  
Other restrictions and limitations may apply.  New York Mortgage Banker License*, New York State Department of Financial Services, One State Street, New York, New York, 10004  Emigrant is registered or licensed 
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Contact Me Today Contact Me Today 
To See If  You Qualify!To See If  You Qualify!

Robert Peck (212) 850-4738 
PeckR@Emigrant.com /NMLS#859221
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REHAB...

to $500. Each vaporizing ma-
chine has three basic parts: a 
battery pack, an atomizer, and 
a mouth piece. The atomizer 

Continued from page 1

VAPORS...

MoVape’s vapor tubes come in more flavors than an 
ice cream stand at an artisanal dairy convention. To get 
a sense of how the gas-producing juices stack up, we as-
signed intrepid smoking-technology reporter Matthew 
Perlman to conduct a taste test. Now, before you go call-
ing the Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 
you should know that the samples are all nicotine-free, 
so this comparison is strictly about how these augment-
ed fog-machine capsules felt wafting across Perlman’s 
palette — which the store insists is perfectly safe.

Cue fog machine
A taste test for experimental smokes

of a piece of custard steeped 
in cigarette haze, this is actu-
ally pretty tasty. The smoky 
undertones in this dessert-
flavored variety hit home 

by replicating the sensation 
“vaping” is supposed to stand 
in for. It is a little on the sweet 
side and feels decadent. The 
flavor is more fully present 

has a small tank that the user 
fills with a liquid nicotine so-
lution, called the “juice.” The 
machine heats up the liquid, 
turning it to vapor.

The devices come in all 
shapes and sizes. Some re-
semble traditional cigarettes; 
others look more like shiny 
chrome engine parts. And 
“vapers” often experiment 
with different equipment, 
tweaking the components 
and customizing machines 
to find the right combina-
tion of temperature and air 
flow. They call the process 
“finding your vape.”

“It’s very much a hobby for 
people now,” said MoVape’s 
owner Sathish Modugu. 
“There’s a definitely a ca-
maraderie around it.”

The store sells about 100 
different varieties of liquid-
nicotine solutions that come 
in flavors including Camel 
(the cigarette brand, not the 
animal), mint, and apple ci-
der. The only kind missing is 
Fruity Pebbles.

The primary ingredient in 
the process is propylene gly-
col, a chemical used in some 
fog machines. There has not 
been a definitive study on the 
long-term effects of vaporiz-
ing nicotine, and opponents 
have rung alarm bells about 
the e-cigarette industry so far 
escaping most forms of gov-

ernment regulation. This 
means the liquid used to fill 
the smokeless stogies is not in-
spected by the Food and Drug 
Administration and the boxes 
do not have to list the ingre-
dients that deliver the addic-
tive punch.

“Clearly, there needs to 
be regulations, but not un-
reasonable regulations,” 
said Modugu, who is a med-
ical doctor and runs a pain 
management practice in 
Westchester County. 

Modugu is a smoker turned 
vaper and pitches the technol-
ogy as a way to quit cigarettes. 
Users often step down the nic-
otine content of the liquid re-
fills over time and eventually 
switch to a solution that is nic-
otine-free, he claimed.

“I enjoy the act of smok-
ing,” said Oleg Zalman, who 
came from Sea Gate to pur-
chase his first vaporizing ma-
chine — an Innokin iTaste 
MVP for $65. “If there’s a safer 
way to do it, why not?”

Recent city legislation 
banned the smoking of elec-
tronic cigarettes in most pub-
lic places. But customers at 
MoVape are free to sample 
products and use their per-
sonal devices in the store 
because the business is pri-
marily a nicotine dispensary 
and falls under the same rules 
that allow smoking cigars at 
cigar lounges.

Modugu has applied for a 
liquor license.

Kona Velvet 
Milkshake

At first the vapor feels like 
a thin burst of steam without 
any flavor, but when exhal-
ing a distinctive taste lingers. 

Unfortunately, it is more like 
a stale cup of coffee than a 
milkshake.

Apple Cider
The flavor is no perfect 

mimic of the wintry bever-

age, but rather a faint sug-
gestion of the drink’s after-
taste. It lacks the sweetness 
and full-feeling a cup of ci-
der conveys, especially when 
hot. But apple juice, sure, I 
could see it.

Sucker Punch
This citrus-y “juice” hits 

with a rush of flavor at first, 
like  a stick of Juicy Fruit 
gum. But then it mellows 
to something more like wa-
tered-down Kool-Aid.

Smoked Custard
If you can get past the idea 

than in the other varieties, 
and sticks around for min-
utes after you exhale.

Mother’s Milk
Again, a foul name in the 

context of something smoke-
able, but this is actually one 
of the store’s most popular 
flavors. It tastes vaguely of 
semi-sweet chocolate, but not 
like biting into a candy bar. 
It is more subtle than that. 
The flavor is thin, but still 
apparent. Smooth.

— Matthew Perlman

Our scribe Matthew Perlman takes a toke in the 
name of journalism.
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MoVape’s selection is packaged in vials.
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2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Let Your Freak Flag Fly! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night 9:30PM - 1AM 

OPEN MIC SATURDAY NIGHT 
MUSIC | SPOKEN WORD | COMEDY | POETRY 

Beer - Wine - Liquor - Food 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com
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Children are always 
welcome. 

.

Date: March 1 - May 3, 2014
Time: Every Saturday, 10:30am - 12:30pm
Ages: 6-10 years old
Attire: Please dress children with comfortable clothes to move around
Location: Mi Escuelita 75 S 3rd Street, Brooklyn

a c o ea e
CHILDREN’S THEATER WORKSHOP

in Partnership with Mi Escuelita

For more information: info@lamicrotheater.org       http://www.lamicrotheater.org/education/ 

Call 718-260-4501
digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

IS YOUR BUSINESS
EASILY FOUND ON 

THE INTERNET?

Your customers and
your competitors are online

Also offers a full suite of digital marketing

   Search Engine Optimization 
        Website Development
        Social Media Marketing
        Google AdWords Campaigns

There are so many hu-
miliating moments as a 
parent, moments when 

you do things that you wish 
so many times afterward 
you had done differently. 
That day last spring, when 
I sat on the phone thinking 
my son was playing on the 
baseball diamond in front of 
me and then someone asked 
me, “Where’s Oscar?” is one 
such moment. 

That afternoon, I sent my 
independent 9-year-old the 
two blocks to the park on 
his bike with the field num-
ber I thought he was playing 
on, and told him I’d meet him 
there. It has taken some dis-
tance to see the lessons, to 
get over the guilt and panic 
when I realized my son was 
not where I thought he was 
and I’d been too preoccu-
pied with my own work to 
realize it. 

Luckily it was only a few 
moments of hand-wring-
ing worry before my son 
walked up pushing his bike, 
the spokes of which were laced 
through with his baseball 
bag. He could barely breathe 
through the sobs, and his tear-
stained face showed this had 
been true for a while. When 
had he left the house? How 
long ago? Where had he been? 
What happened?

The nagging questions 
were ignored as my little boy 
dropped the ailing bike and 
flopped to the blanket next 
to it to sit and try to catch 
his breath. It was a full-blown 
panic attack, brought on, I was 
to discover in time, by his in-
ability to find his team be-
cause I had given him the 
wrong field and because he 
was early and they weren’t 
there yet.

Oh my God! I had been 
sitting there oblivious, imag-
ining in my nearsightedness 
that one of the blue-shirted 
boys was my own! I had sent 
him off with no phone and 
no instructions on “What to 
do if…”

I said none of this, of 
course. I just tried to soothe 
and calm the sobs, to tell him 
he was fine and he had been 
fine all along, that there had 
been no need to panic. 

“You’re in your own 
neighborhood, you knew 
the team would be on one 

of these fields,” I said. “You 
could have borrowed some-
one’s phone to call me. You’re 
only going to hurt yourself by 
freaking out.” 

I apologized, of course, and 
thought to say I would never 
let it happen again, that he 
shouldn’t go on his own ever, 
not even in college or beyond, 
that I would prevent him from 
ever getting scared or feeling 
alone, or getting lost. But I re-
alized this wasn’t about me. 
Yes, I was stupid to not look 
more closely to find my own 
son on the field. Sure, some 
people didn’t let 9-year-olds 
move about on their own, but 
this one begged and pleaded 
and took off without me all 
the time.

No. I realized in the mo-
ment that this was a hard but 
important lesson for Oscar to 
learn, the lesson of what to 
do when lost.

He listened as he sat there, 
chest heaving, refusing to 
go in and play the game. 

He tuned in to my advice 
to keep his wits about him 
and think, to look patiently 
for his coach, or to borrow 
a phone to call. 

Panicking, mentally and 
physically, had only served to 
screw up the bike and make 
the situation worse, right? He 
nodded. And not taking the 
time to breathe could be re-
ally, really harmful, did he 
know that? He just stared 
at me, still red in the face 
from full-blown hyperven-
tilating. 

I know he tuned in because 
weeks later he used the ad-
vice when, again, he set out 
alone and didn’t quite know 
where he was going (this time 
not because of me.) I got a 
call from the girl at the cor-
ner deli as I set out to meet 
him. “Mom, hi. Um, where 
is that playground again?” 
he asked calmly. 

I told him where to meet 
me and I waited there a bit be-
fore he came. When finally he 
arrived, he told me he’d mis-
understood our meeting spot, 
but then he’d stopped to think 
and he had remembered. 

“Great!” I said. “See? You 
can always find your way.” 

I pointed the direction of 
the playground and he waved 
to me as he took off again on 
his own. I smiled.

Lessons of a lost boy
PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

neighborhood, according to real-estate industry data.
For now, Reynoso is only floating ideas about the 

so-called “down-zoning.” He intends to meet with pub-
lic officials, as well as engineers and local organi-
zations to craft a proposal to bring before the Coun-
cil, he said. 

Other neighborhoods, such as  Boerum Hill , Bay 
Ridge, and  Dyker Heights , have resorted to upward-
building freezes in the past decade to keep out large 
developments. 

Continued from page 1

BUSHWICK...

fortable handing them over to the Branford Electric Rail-
way Association, which runs the Shore Line Trolley Mu-
seum in East Haven, Conn.

“Rather than let these historic trolleys continue to sit 
stagnant, building up rust and rot in Red Hook, the O’ 
Connell Organization has passed them to BERA, which 
has the ability to rebuild them or at the very least can fa-
cilitate a transfer to someone that will,” said company 
head Greg O’Connell in a statement.

Diamond has been dedicated to bringing trolley-dodg-
ing back to Red Hook for more than two decades. His 
dream is to re-establish a rail connection between Red 
Hook and Borough Hall. In 1999, Diamond laid a few 
hundred feet of track and briefly enjoyed city backing 
for expanding the project, but pols cut off funding by 
the early 2000s.

In 2011, the Department of Transportation delivered 
another blow when it said that bringing back the old 
streetcars would be too expensive.

The rail warrior insists that the size of the project is 
justified by the neighborhood’s need to connect to the 
rest of the borough.

“Red Hook is such a cut-off area,” said Diamond. 
“Residents should have decent transportation.”

In addition to the three streetcars that were taken 
away, Diamond says his group owns a fourth, fully re-
stored car that is in storage at a Beard Street pier ware-
house, which is also controlled by the O’Connell group. 
Diamond wants the remaining carriage relocated before 
the company has it disappeared, too.

“It should be moved at O’Connell’s cost to another 
location of our choice,” he said.

The train advocate is undeterred by the latest devel-
opment and is pushing ahead with a feasibility study 
for a streetcar system with the Gowanus Canal Devel-
opment Corporation. He expects the study to be com-
pleted by April .

“Hopefully with this whole situation we can turn lem-
ons to lemonade,” said Diamond.

Continued from page 1

TROLLEY...

An old streetcar sits atop a flatbed trailer on 
Sunday ahead of its surprise removal from the 
Red Hook waterfront.
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okhina filmed an anti-Vlad-
mir-Putin music video in a 
Russian Orthodox Church in 
2012 and spent two years in 
a Moldovian prison on hoo-
liganism charges for their 
trouble.

“I do not take freedom for 
granted, and neither should 
you,” said Madonna, to thun-
derous applause. “The two 
women of Pussy Riot do not 
share this freedom with me, 
so we must commend them 
for their courageousness.”

In a press conference be-
fore the show, the freed agi-
tators took advantage of their 
newfound celebrity to urge 
Americans to boycott and 
protest the Winter Olym-
pics in Sochi, Russia, argu-
ing that Putin’s animosity to-
wards gay people only got 
more toxic while they were 
locked up.

“What our government 

M E DICA L  R E S E A R C H  G U I DE

available

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s largest group of 
community newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET EDITORIAL 
COVERAGE OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

LEGAL NOTICE
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF HILL-BURTON 
CHARITY CARE SERVICES

 

The Lutheran Medical Center will make available from 
January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014 $0.00 
(zero) in Hill-Burton uncompensated services. This 

amount is less than the annual compliance level due 
to the application of excess credit from previous years 

to the FY2014 obligation. This notice is published 
in accordance with 42 CFR 124.504, Notice of 

Availability of Uncompensated Services. We invite 
interested parties to comment on this allocation plan.

ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY BROOKLYN PAPER
CALL (718) 260-4552

Continued from page 1

ROCK

has been doing lately is 
expressing hate toward 
the LGBT community,” 
Tolokonnikova said. “We 

want Americans to keep their 
eyes open and not buy what 
Putin is selling them.”

Back in Russia, the still-
anonymous remainder of the 
pair’s anarchist collective dis-
owned them for breaking its 
code of remaining nameless 
and only performing “illegal, 
unexpected performances.” 

“Protection of rights is in-
compatible with radical po-
litical statements and pro-
vocative works of art,” the 
anti-capitalist feminist sepa-
ratists wrote in a statement, 
as translated by Google. 

Nor in Prospect Heights 
was everyone was happy to 
see the rabble-rousing duo.

Amid the throng of con-
cert-goers with human rights 
and the Cold War Kids on 
their minds, two pro-meat-
head protesters stood out-
side the Barclays Center, 
one brandishing a sign read-
ing “Women Oppress Men 
in America, Lesbians Take 
Our Girls Away.”

“Why should I support 
Pussy Riot? What have they 
done for me?” asked hetero-
sexual male activist Roman 
Shusterman of Coney Island. 
“What about Penis Riot?”

Despite, or perhaps to spite 
the counter-protest, the ben-
efit show went off with righ-
teous gusto.

During an interlude in the 
main event, actress Susan Sa-
randon delivered a speech 
calling for the abolition of 
the death penalty, then gave a 
special shout-out to the Bar-
clays revelers.

“You are a good crowd 
— this could be a basket-
ball game!” she said.

Most of the surface would be 
a textured, light-gray pattern 
called “jet mist,” with some 
edge work done in a slightly 
darker pattern called “char-
coal black.”

People have  long com-
plained about the state of 
the park , which is bounded 
by Joralemon, Court, John-
son, and Adams streets and 
Cadman Plaza West.

“It’s dangerous. No ifs, 
ands, or buts about it,” said 
Anthony Walker from Coney 
Island, cautiously making his 
way through the plaza. “All 
you have to do is trip, and 
you’ll be crying for days.”

The broken stone slabs 
 caused a 71-year-old woman 
to fall and break her hip back 
in 2010 , but even then former 
Borough President Marty 
Markowitz and other offi-
cials  could not scare up the 
cash to get it fixed .

“Renovation of the plaza 
has been an issue for at least 
five years,” said the commu-
nity board’s district manager 
Robert Perris. 

The current plan focuses 
on the Borough Hall side of 
the park and leaves the ex-
isting stones in place on the 
stretch approaching Johnson 
Street, past the Christopher 
Columbus Monument.

Parks officials expect the 
new sidewalks to hold up un-
der the weight of trucks and 
other vehicles that drive in to 
set up the farmers market and 
other plaza events.

They point to revamps in 
Manhattan’s  City Hall and 
Washington Square parks 
that used similar materials as 
proof that the stuff is tough 
enough.

There is not yet a time ta-
ble for the resurfacing. 

The job needs approval 
from the city.

Continued from page 1

GRANITE...

Debbie Harry and Blondie took the stage at Am-
nesty International’s Feb. 5 concert.
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Opening Night Tickets $15!
Restrictions, exclusions and additional charges may apply. Subject to availability. Tickets at market pricing.
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