May 2020: National Grid: We are the epicenter of the pandemic. We
demand a halt on construction on the non-essential infrastructure, North
Brooklyn “MRI” Pipeline

May 20, 2020

Delivered via EMAIL

To: John Bruckner, President of National Grid New York john.bruckner@nationalgrid.com
cc: Honorable Andrew Cuomo, Governor of New York State via online form

cc: Commissioner John Rhodes, Chair of New York State Public Service Commission
john.rhodes@dps.ny.gov

cc: Secretary Michelle Phillips of the New York State Public Service Commission
secretary@dps.ny.gov

Dear Mr. Bruckner,

We, the undersigned, are calling on National Grid to immediately halt construction of the
Metropolitan Reliability Infrastructure (MRI) project for the health and safety of construction
workers and the North Brooklyn community. The North Brooklyn community has never consented
to this pipeline being built through our neighborhoods, or to use our ratepayer dollars to pay for it.
National Grid continues to potentially expose our community to novel coronavirus and shows a
complete disregard for our safety.

Last week, National Grid contacted the offices of local elected officials to notify them that
construction would begin on Tuesday, May 19, 2020. However, on Monday, May 18, residents
observed a group of nearly a dozen National Grid workers working on parts of the pipeline that
make it nearly impossible for them to appropriately distance Particularly alarming, aside from
National Grid ignoring New York State and New York City’s social distancing orders, was a sign that
read “National Grid has authorized this critical work to maintain safe and reliable services.” Given
that it is not up to National Grid to authorize work, it is up to our state regulators, we feel this is the
rogue decision of a multinational corporation hiding behind an expansion of a liquefied natural gas
depot in Greenpoint, Brooklyn contrary to the consent of our community and worker safety. While
thousands of New Yorkers have died from COVID-19, and freezer trucks with the bodies of the
deceased still sit outside our local hospitals, it is unconscionable that National Grid would endanger
workers and our community when the work of building this fossil fuel pipeline is NOT essential, and
is an attack on a community already under siege by both the virus and its economic consequences.

To add insult to injury, nearly 2,000 residents have filed comments with the Public Service
Commission in the past few months expressing outrage towards the construction of this pipeline



without their consent. To resume construction this week is nothing short of arrogant and
dismissive, especially with the caveat that this will raise our rates.

We have heard National Grid claim this pipeline is about “safety and reliability “ but both New York
State through the Department of Public Service and New York City have questioned the need for
phase 5 of the pipeline and called for a halt of approval of funds.

To pre-emptively start construction on a pipeline that is not yet approved, nor has approved
funding, by our state agencies, after Governor Cuomo extended the Stay At Home executive order
until June, shows National Grid is willing to spend ratepayer funds without any regard to their
becoming stranded assets, or the impact that rate hikes will inevitably have on New Yorkers who
are desperately struggling to pay their accumulating bills. New York State recently denied the
Williams NESE Pipeline. We need the same kind of leadership exhibited here to halt National Grid’s
unnecessary and poisonous project.

Within the pipeline route of phases four and five, we have 81 daycare facilities, 55 public schools,
nine health care centers, eight private schools, three Emergency Medical Services (EMS) stations,
three nursing homes, one medical center, additionally, there is a dense concentration of
low-income public housing buildings in North Brooklyn located along the subsection of where
phase four is being constructed. North Brooklyn is already impacted by environmental racism and
has been an epicenter of environmental devastation for more than 150 years. New York’s Industrial
Revolution was born on the banks of Newtown Creek, now a superfund site where National Grid
aims to expand more toxins via this pipeline and home to the second-largest oil spill in North
America. We know that North Brooklyn is still suffering from the consequences of disproportionate
environmental pollutants today from not only fossil fuel pollution, but heavy truck traffic and waste
pollution. National Grid has done no assessment of co-pollutants in the communities where they are
building their infrastructure.

We demand you keep our community safe, and not only allow workers to be paid to stay at home
during this pandemic, but work to shut down this fracked gas pipeline for good and help to
transition our workforce to a renewable, equitable, and efficient future. Anything less than a
complete halt to construction is reckless toward ratepayers, workers, and residents.

Sincerely,
Assemblymember Joseph Lentol Senator Julia Salazar NYC Comptroller Scott
NYS Assembly NYS Senate Stringer
Office of the New York
City Comptroller
NYC Council Member Antonio Legislative Director Democratic District
Reynoso Elizabeth Adams leader, 50th Assembly
NYC Council Member, 34th District City Council Member district Nick Rizzo

Stephen Levin
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